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BONDS OF WESTEROS

Wuen THE NiguT's WATch arrives at (

Sraster’s Keep, they
enter another world: beyond the Wall and ungoverned by
the laws of Westeros, Craster has built his own social order
by taking multiple wives, marrying his own daughters, and
sacrificing his sons to the White Walke

s in exchange for his
own safety. As defenders of the realm, members of the Night's
Watch like Samwell Tarly see the mistreatment of these women
and want to do something to help them. However, Craster is
an important ally, so Sam is forced to leave without Gilly, a

pregnant daughter-wife who fears for her child if it is born a

boy. However, Sam eventually returns as he promised and saves
Gilly and her newborn son from Craster, the mutineering Night's
Watch, and a White Walker attempting to abduct her child.
When they return to Castle Black with Little Sam, named
for his savior, in tow, Sam's support and protection help Gilly
adjust to life south of the Wall. When she treats Sam as a hero,
she repairs the wounds inflicted by his father, giving him a
love story he might have dreamed of as a boy but which his

Night's Watch vows strictly prohibit.

However, Sam and Gilly begin an intimate relationship

after he is injured defending her from other members of the
Night's Watch. When Maester Aemon dies, and Jon Snow sends
Sam to the Citadel to train as the new maester, Gilly accom
panies him. They visit his parents in Oldtown, but it is a brutal
homecoming. Sam’s father humiliates both his son and Gilly,
yet Sam shakes off his father's rejection. He knows in Gilly
and Little Sam he has found a family that truly accepts him.
In their time at the Citadel, Sam relies on Gilly for support,

and Gilly’s recitation of the maester records unearths the truth

about Jon Snow’s parentage.

When Sam rides north to join the war effort, Gilly and
young Sam go with him. They are riding into danger, but
sticking together is the only way they've survived so far. After
the Battle of Winterfell, Gilly learns that she’s pregnant with
Sam’s child, yet a quiet, domestic life eludes them once again
Sam is called on to become Grand Maester, creating one more
journey as they find their place in the new world they have

helped secure.
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BERIC DONDARRION
& THOROS OF MYR

SER BERIC DONDARRION AND THOROS OF MyR are an odd
pair. Aside from their flaming swords, they have little in
common. Beric is a lord in service to Ned Stark who is sent
to apprehend Ser Gregor Clegane. Thoros is a Red Priest
sent to convert Robert Baratheon to the Lord of Light, and he
ends up becoming Robert's drinking companion. While they
both fail in their tasks, they succeed in forming a powerful
friendship that transcends life and death.

Both men eventually join the Brotherhood Without
Banners, an outlaw guerilla resistance group that protects the
smallfolk. When Beric dies at the hands of Gregor Clegane,
Thoros performs the last rites of the Lord of Light on his
friend. Thoros long ago lost his faith in the Lord, so when
Beric comes back to life, Thoros recommits himself to his
religion. Thoros knows he is an instrument for the Lords
power and believes there's a reason the Lord continues to use
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him to keep resurrecting Beric, although he doesn't know
what it is. Together, they march forward, eventually learning
of the White Walkers' plans to invade Westeros, and they
plot a course north to the Wall in order to assist in the fight
against them.

The journey beyond the Wall to capture a wight is a
dangerous one, but both Beric and Thoros gladly sign on
because they trust that they are following the path set for
them by the Lord of Light. When Thoros dies on the frozen
lake north of the Wall, it marks the end of one of Westeros's
most notable warriors, and signals that Ser Beric Dondarrion’s
final life is upon him. Thoros dies without knowing the reason
he has been keeping his friend alive, but during the Battle of
Winterfell, we learn the answer—Beric spends his last life
protecting Arya Stark from the White Walkers so she can kill
the Night King and bring an end to the Great War.
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ICE
VALYRIAN STEEL

The greatsword of House Stark. Ice is a
sword used for ceremor

WIDOW’S WAIL AND
OATHKEEPER

VALYRIAN STEEL

After Ned Stark is executed at the order
of King Joffrey, the Stark ancestral sword
melted down and mad
n steel blades by Tywin Lannister.
Widow’s Wil is gifted to [offrey before
his wedding, while Oathkeeper is given

ime Lannister when he is still head
of the Kingsguard. Jaime later offers
Oathkeeper to Brienne of Tarth, when
he sends her north in search of the Stark
sisters. Widow’s Wail sadly comes back
into [aime’s possession after the death of
his sons, |offrey and Tommen.

o two

e——

LONGCLAW
VALYRIAN STEEL

Longelaw is the ancestral sword
of House Mormont, passed down
for five centuries. The sword is
given to Jorah when |eor Mormont
takes the black to command the
Night's Watch, but Jorah leaves
the sword behind when he is
banished from Westeros. Years
later, Jeor Mormont has the hilt
changed from a bear to a wolf and
gifts it to Jon Snow as thanks for
saving his life. When |orah returns
to Westeros to fight the White
Walkers, fon attempts to return
the sword to [orah, but he refuses
it, believing that it has been passed
on to its proper owner.

S R

THE CATSPAW DAGGER

VALYRIAN STEEL

nauspicious Valyrian steel dagger starts the War of the Five Kings.
Catelyn Stark finds it in the hands of the assassin sent to kill her son
and believes it is Tyrion Lannister’s—an idea planted by its true owner,
Littlefinger. This leads her to kidnap Tyrion, sending the Seven Kingdoms
down a dark and ultimately ruinous path. Upon Bran and Arya’s return to
Winterfell, Littlefinger gives it to Bran, who passes it onto Arya, who uses
it to bring its former owner to justice for his treason against the Starks and
the North in general. When Arya is face-to-face with the Night King, she
uses the dagger that nearly killed her brother to save herself and the realm,
plunging the weapon into his midsection to end the Battle of Winterfell.
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Brienne & Jaime

IT IS LOATHE AT FIRST SIGHT for Jaime and Brienne. After the
Starks take Jamie captive, Brienne is tasked with escorting him
to King’s Landing to secure Arya and Sansa’s safe return. It is
in their best interest to work together, but his critical banter
conflicts with her self-seriousness, and they are at odds
throughout their journey, culminating in a closely contested
duel when Jaime attempts to escape. Their arrest by a group of
Bolton soldiers triggers an ordeal that strips them of their dif-
ferences and lays the foundation for a shared loyalty—and
love—that bypasses political alliances in favor of a greater good.

When Locke, a man-at-arms loyal to the Boltons, takes
Jaime and Brienne hostage, their differences are readily appar-
ent: Jaime is a valuable prisoner; Brienne is worthless. When
Brienne is threatened, Jaime saves her life with a lie about her
father’s wealth. However, when Jaime becomes too overconfi-
dent, Locke becomes angry and has Jaime’s sword hand
removed. In an instant, the skills that Jaime used to build his
reputation in the Kingsguard are taken away from him,
destroying his self-worth. Despite their earlier conflicts,
Brienne helps Jaime understand that he still has a life to live,
building him up despite his efforts to tear her down upon their
first meeting.

In this low moment, the two realize how much they have
in common. Later, at Harrenhal, Jaime lashes out at Brienne’s
failure to defend Renly Baratheon, until eventually he con-
fesses to her his reasons for breaking his oath and murdering
the Mad King. They both struggle with the weight of service, a
position few others have ever understood. They may not fight
for the same side, but they are fighting versions of the same
battle, which becomes clear once they stop fighting each other.

By the time they reach King’s Landing, Brienne and Jaime
have forged a mutual respect. Jaime gifts Brienne a sword,
which she names Oathkeeper, a tribute to their shared under-
standing of the challenges and responsibilities of serving and
protecting within the chaos of war. When they are reunited at
Riverrun—Brienne serving on behalf of Sansa, and Jaime on
behalf of Cersei—they meet as equals and swap stories about
the long journeys that brought them to this point.
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However, later in King’s Landing, when Jon and Daenerys

propose an armistice with the Lannisters so they can join to
fight the White Walkers, Brienne is forced to assert the terms
of their kinship. As talks break down, Brienne appeals to Jaime
directly, making it clear that though they may have sworn alle-
giance to leaders on opposite sides of the battlefield, they have
astronger oath to honor and respect. Brienne’s words convince
Jaime to abandon his sister for the first time in his life. Then,
when Jaime arrives at Winterfell, Daenerys puts him on trial,
and Brienne defends his honor, agreeing to fight alongside him
in the war against the Night King.

In the hours before the Battle of Winterfell, Jaime solidi-
fies his respect for Brienne, granting her greatest wish of
becoming a knight of Westeros—and after the battle is won,
their respect blossoms into love. This romance is short-lived, as
Jaime realizes that his loyalty and love for Cersei make it
impossible for him to be the man Brienne imagines him to be.
In the end, he rides off to reunite with his sister as Brienne
mourns the loss of her nemesis, her comrade, and her lover.

Regardless of her disappointment, when Brienne becomes
Lord Commander of the Kingsguard, she honors Jaime as an
honorable man. Brienne writes Jaime’s story into the White
Book, wanting future generations to understand the full jour-
ney of the man whose integrity secured her place in the
Westeros he left behind.
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KHAL DROGO

DAENERYS TARGARYEN KNOWS NOTHING about her
husband-to-be when she is forced by her brother Viserys to
marry him in exchange for Dothraki warriors. Khal Drogo,
leader of a Dothraki khalasar, is an intimidating figure,
towering above Daenerys, with a lengthy braid that indicates
he has never been defeated in battle. Neither understands
the other’s language, and it appears that Drogo, as the one in
a position of power, will dictate the terms of their
relationship. However, Khal Drogo shows a capacity for
change and growth, learning from his wife and helping her
discover her inner dragon as her journey to Westeros begins.
The love between Drogo and Daenerys grows from mutual
respect, and Daenerys learns the Dothraki language and
adopts its customs.

When an attempt is made on Daenerys’s life shortly
after she becomes pregnant, Drogo vows that the Dothraki
will wage war against Westeros. When Daenerys objects to
the Dothraki treatment of female slaves, Drogo agrees to
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allow the women to enter Daenerys’s service, sparing them
further assault. Where so many others in Westeros struggle
to balance their personal relationships and their responsibil-
ities as a leader, Drogo takes the lessons learned in one and
applies them to the other, a sign of a man committed to his
family. However, Drogo’s warriors see his compromises as a
sign of weakness.

When Drogo is poisoned by the slave Mirri Maz Duur
as revenge for sacking her village, many among his khalasar
abandon him in the throes of his illness, as weakness is not
tolerated. A select few remain long enough to see Daenerys
honor him for the man he has become and commit herself to
continuing the path they built together by walking into his
funeral pyre. When she reemerges unscathed with her
dragons, she carries with her the legacy of Targaryen rule,
along with the lessons of her time as Drogo’s khaleesi. Her
dragon Drogon may carry her husband’s name, but Daenerys
carries his spirit, all the way across the Narrow Sea.





OEBPS/image_rsrc12K.jpg
THE EYRIE

THE BLoODY GATE

THE BLOODY GATE
If the sky-high Eyrie isn’t intimidating enough for those
who venture into the Vale of Arryn, they must first pass
through the Bloody Gate, a heavily guarded fortification
that helps makes the Vale one of the most defensible
positions in all of Westeros.

THE EYRIE
An impregnable fortress in the high altitude of the
Mountains of the Moon, the seat of House Arryn stands
as one of the most intimidating castles in Westeros. With
its three-walled sky cells and its iconic Moon Door, it
gets no less intimidating for those, like Tyrion Lannister,
who end up inside as an unwanted guest.
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THE HIGH SPARROW

AT FIRST GLANCE, the High Sparrow appears to be of good
moral character. Born a common cobbler, he grows his
business into a financial success that leads him to aspire to
a higher social standing. With riches come an extravagant
lifestyle that he throws himself into, hoping to attain a
place among the nobility. Then, faced with the depravity
of that life, he abandons it and becomes a simple septon,
preaching a message of social equality based on his own
cautionary tale. The Sparrows, a popular grassroots move-
ment driven by humble, lower-class members of the Faith
of the Seven who object to the social order of Westeros,
make the septon their leader. His critics give him the mon-
iker “High Sparrow,” a take on the High Septon who wields
religious authority in King’s Landing. The High Sparrow
purports to fight on behalf of his followers to overthrow
the tyranny of the upper class.

However, after Cersei Lannister grants the High
Sparrow control over the Faith of the Seven after the over-
throw of the High Septon, it becomes clear that he is not the
hero that he seems. Given lease to enact justice at Cersei’s
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command through the Faith Militant, the religion’s military
wing, the High Sparrow enforces his own strict morality
with brutal violence that swallows up Loras and Margaery
Tyrell and Cersei herself. The Sparrow that she brought to
power forces Cersei to atone for her sins by walking through
the streets of King’s Landing while being tormented and
assaulted by her subjects.

These arrests might be defensible if they were backed by
the values espoused by the Faith Militant, but the High
Sparrow’s actions go against those values. He presents him-
self as a man of the people, yet he engenders a culture of
shame and fear. Rather than reforming the political order of
Westeros, the High Sparrow seeks to co-opt it. He manipu-
lates King Tommen into giving the Sparrows and the Faith
Militant unprecedented power—a move that is violently ter-
minated when Cersei blows up the Great Sept of Baelor and
with it the High Sparrow and most of his followers. His death
marks the end of the Faith Militant, but the culture of fear he
represents echoes in both Cersei’s and Daenerys’s respective
reigns.
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DURING THE WAR OF THE FIvE KINGS,
events in Westeros force a new gener
ation of leaders into positions of power
whether they are ready or not. The adult
soldiers who waged Robert’s Rebellion

steadily drop one by one during the

ensuing power struggles, leaving their
children to fight and rule in their stead.
When Ned Stark is killed, the Stark
children are all on the verge of transi
tioning either into or out of adolescence.

Robb and Jon head to the front lines of

war, while Sansa and Arya journey to
King’s Landing to grapple with the expec

tations of the royal court. Young, crippled

Bran is left as acting Lord of Winterfell in
Robb's absence. With the exception of Jon,
who chooses to join the Night's Watch,
the Starks don't get to choose how they
come of age. They simply must cope with
the conflicts around them.

‘The Stark children become separated
from their parents and one another: Sansa

" of the

is wed to Tyrion while in the *
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The Next Generation
of Westeros

Lannisters; Arya develops her worldview
independent of her family and under the
guidance of questionable mentors; Bran
relies on a group of misfits to guide him
toward his role as the new Three-Fyed
Raven.

In this harsh world, all children
must grow up too early. As a teenager,
Joffrey
hasty

indelibly corrupted by his

scent to the throne, and Tommen,

who s still a child, struggles to under-
stand what kind of king—and man—he
wants to be, while his mother, Cersei,
and his wife, Margaery, compete for
his conscience. Neither boy lives long

enough to truly come of age.

Meanwhile, Daenerys Targaryen is
but an infant when she becomes an exile,

forcing her to grow up in a strange land

while trying to recover and understand
her identity. For the children who survive
their ordeals, they appear stronger for
having done so, but this next generation
of Westeros bears the burdens of war and
the scars of childhoods lost to carnage.
As war ends, they must channel those
lessons into a future where their own

children will be spared the same fate.
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Jon Snow 1s aLLecepry the product
of a wartime affair, which is a fairly
common occurrence in Westeros, where
illegitimate children are given a generic
surname that relates to a region—Snow
in the North, Stone in the Vale, Sand in
Dorne, and so on. The treatment of these
children is far from equal: while all are
on some level ostracized or mistreated,

different conte;

hape their experience
of what it means to be “illegitimate.”
Jon is the illegitimate son of a

highborn St

k family, and he is not

poorly treated: Jon learns to fight

alongside his brothers, develops bonds

with his sisters, and is fed and clothed

and given a place to sleep. While he lives

each day knowing that he isn't truly a
Stark—reminded every time he sits at a
side table while his half-siblings sit at the
front of the room—he remains securely
part of a highborn family defined by
honor and respect.

The same cannot be said for the sons
of Robert Baratheon: born to women of

a lower-class status throughout King's

Landing, th

se children are never recog
nized by their father or given any type
of support. When Robert dies, these

offspring become a threat to the crown,

since Cersei'’s children have in fact been
fathered by her brother Jaime, and King
Joffrey orders all of Robert’s children

hunted down and slaughtered. This

cruel and vicious act barely registers

with the rest of Westeros, given that the
victims are anonymous children with no

claim to status. While at least one son

Gendry—survives the mass their

acre,
deaths point to the fact that in some

contexts

illegitimate children are barely
recognized as people.

When it is revealed that Jon Snow
isn't illegitimate at all, it's a reminder

influence the treatment

that perceptions
of these children, not who they are or

what they've done. When Gendry is

named Lord of Storms End by Daenerys

Targaryen after the Battle of Winterfell,

it's a rare instance of an illegitimate
child earning a title and the respect
of the ruling elite. More often, illegit-
imate children have no means to prove
themselves worthy or transcend their
lesser status, and their fate relies on
the humanity—or inhumanity—of the

people in power around them.
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HOUSE TREY

House FREY HAs BEEN GIFTED With the good fortune
of geography. In times of peace, Walder Frey is but a toll
collector; in times of war, he’s the powerful gatekeeper
for armies marching north or south. When Robb Stark’s
forces first arrive at the Twins, the Freys are a minor
annoyance; Lord Walder Frey sits in his strategically
positioned castle demanding payment from anyone who

wishes to cross the Green Fork of the Trident. When
Robb Stark’s army needs passage south, Walder takes the
opportunity to negotiate for something more valuable
than money: Robb must wed his offspring. In exchange,
Walder will provide passage and troops for the Stark
effort.

Robb Stark breaks his agreement to marry Frey’s
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Cersei

Lannister

ALTHOUGH SHE 1s As AMBITIOUs and intelligent as any of her
contemporaries, Cersei Lannister suffers a life of indignity
because of something she cannot change: her gender. As a
woman, Cersei is limited to attaining power and status through
marriage. She will never carry on the Lannister name, and it is
clear that her father, Tywin, has no interest in letting her
inherit Casterly Rock.

Thus, she marries Robert Baratheon in a political alliance
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motivated by her father, who wants to ensure that their fami
is positioned to wield power in Westeros. This power is never
intended for Cersei, who is expected to produce heirs and serve
her family in a supporting role. However, Cersei rejects the
restrictions placed on her, quietly attaining power by manipu-
lating the system in a battle of wits. After Robert’s death, Cersei
secures the role of king for her oldest son, Joffrey, which seems
to successfully clear the way for her children and herself, as
queen regent, to rule Westeros.

Yet, when Joffrey becomes king, Tywin and the patriar-
chal society he represents undercut Cersei’s influence as queen
regent. When Tywin arranges for Joffrey to marry Margaery
Tyrell, it further distances Cersei from power, especially when
the people embrace Margaery in a way they never did with
Cersei. Cersei then watches from the sidelines as Joffrey is mur-
dered at his own wedding, and her youngest son, Tommen, is
betrothed to Margaery. Incensed at losing one son and losing
her influence over her second, Cersei empowers the High
Sparrow and the Faith Militant in King’s Landing, purport-
edly under the guise of religious allegiance with the crown.

However, she’s actually engineering the arrest of Loras Tyrell
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and Margaery to get them out of her way. Cersei may have
inherited her father’s ruthlessness, but not his long-game

strategy; her scheme backfires, and the Faith Militant turn
their judgmental eye on her own transgressions, leading to
her arrest and walk of atonement through the streets of
King’s Landing as penance for her sins.

Cersei’s walk of atonement fundamentally changes her.
Once motivated by the injustice of her marginalized position,

Cersei now focus

s on revenge, seizing power at any cost. Rather
than face trial at the Great Sept of Baelor, she destroys the sept

and the hundreds of innocents inside in an inferno of wildfire.

Cersei does this despite knowing that Margaery’s death will
devastate Tommen, her last remaining child following the mur-

der of Myrcella, her daughter. When the ashes settle, Tommen

commits suicide by leaping from the Red Keep, and Cersei

on the Iron Throne having lost most of her family.
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Lyanna mormont

WHEN Sansa Stark and Jon Snow travel to visit the
northern lords to rally support for their war against Ramsay
Bolton and his occupation of Winterfell, they arrive at Bear
Island to visit Lady Lyanna Mormont, a ten-year-old child
responsible for her entire house. Jon agrees that Sansa
should be the one to handle this particular conversation,
but when Sansa tries to steer the conversation into a more
courtly direction, Lyanna Mormont rejects it. Cutting
straight to the heart of the matter, she wants to discuss
why she should sacrifice more Mormont lives for someone
else’s war. Although Jon misjudges her based on her age
and gender, Lyannas steely leadership at such a young age
proves critical in the resistance against the Boltons in the
Battle of the Bastards and in the Great War that follows.
Lyanna is always a little girl to others, but she never
lets this stop her from speaking her mind and asserting
her place during the fight against the White Walkers. She's
among the first to claim Jon Snow as King in the North
and the first to question his decision to bend the knee to

Daenerys ahead of the Night King’s arrival. When Jorah
Mormont arrives at Winterfell and urges her to hide in the
crypts with the other women and children, Lyanna rejects
the idea outright as disregarding her duty to her people.
In her actions, Lyanna is not fighting against misogyny or
ageism; she is just doing what she believes is right.

The death of a child is always a tragedy, but Lyanna
Mormont chooses her death, Understanding and accepting
the mortal risk, she remains aboveground to fight
and charges a giant wight rampaging in Winterfell’s
courtyard. Courage and heroism bear no relation to

stature. Lyanna Mormont stands while others hide or

stay in their seats, and with her dying breath, she fights
to defend her people. As she's laid to rest in the funeral
pyres with the other heroes of the Battle of Winterfell,
she takes her place in history, not as a little girl who died
tragically, but as a leader whose sacrifice may inspire
future generations of leaders—male and female, young
and old—across the realm.
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BONDS OF WESTEROS

DAENERYS & JON SNOW

THE FIRST MEETING of Daenerys Targaryen and Jon Snow is
auspicious for the two would-be leaders of Westeros. She is the
queen returning to lay claim to her throne. He is the King in
the North seeking support to combat a power far greater than
any living enemy. For this next generation of power players, it
is the first glimpse of the complexities of politics and the ten-
sions they will need to navigate if they're to achieve their
respective goals. It is also the beginning of a love story that
becomes threatened by a familial connection that neither sus-
pects and that leads to tragic choices.

It’s understandable that Daenerys and Jon might fall in
love, given this meeting of honorable equals. Each has survived
many ordeals, but both are guarded about sharing those jour-
neys. Jon witnesses the immense strength Daenerys draws from
her dragons, and Daenerys sees Jon’s devotion to the safety of
the Seven Kingdoms as he risks his own life to broker a truce
that will help fight off the White Walkers. Although intimacy
grows between the two, Daenerys flies north with her dragons
to save Jon and the others from the Night King’s ambush out of
respect for his leadership and a desire to take action.

Daenerys’s journey is not without sacrifice, as Viserion is lost
in the rescue effort. Jon repays this sacrifice with loyalty, offering
to bend the knee and risking the truce he is negotiating with
Cersei. This selfless act is quite similar to the decisions Daenerys
makes in her journey through Essos, when she refuses what might

be easy choices in favor of what she believes is right. Jon’s decision
also pushes them from respect to romance, and they arrive in
Winterfell to defend the North as lovers and allies.

However, the truth emerges ahead of the Battle of
Winterfell: Jon Snow is actually Aegon Targaryen, son of
Rhaegar Targaryen, making him the rightful heir to the Iron
Throne. Seeing how the North rallies around Jon, Daenerys
fears he will claim the Iron Throne as his own, so she begs him
not to tell anyone the truth lest those who question her leader-
ship—like Sansa—use it against her. Despite his love for her, Jon
is compelled to tell his family the truth, and Daenerys’s fears
prove warranted, as Varys begins to move the pieces to place
Jon on the throne instead of her.

Regardless, Daenerys wants to rule over Westeros with Jon
by her side. After choosing to burn King’s Landing racher than
accept Cersei’s surrender, she appeals to Jon in the shadow of
the Iron Throne, believing that together they can build a new
Westeros. She loves him, even though he has betrayed her
trust, and he loves her, even as he chooses to kill her in order to
save Westeros from further war and darkness.

While love can be the death of duty, in the end neither
Daenerys nor Jon allow their love to override the choices they
feel are necessary. Unfortunately, they have only tragic choices
left, whatever they decide. They are two leaders who are des-

tined to come together and fated to fall apart.

144





OEBPS/image_rsrcS1.jpg





OEBPS/image_rsrcGA.jpg
SEATS OF POWER

The image of the Iron Throne looms large in Westeros, but it is not the

only seat where kings and queens hold court.

THE DRAGONSTONE THRONE
Daenerys discovers the throne of Dragonstone
as she explores her ancestral home and uses it
when she greets Jon Snow, King in the North.
The seat is carved into the natural stone of
the castle, standing in stark contrast to the
aesthetic of the Iron Throne.

MEEREEN THRONE

Daenerys doesn’t set out to rule over Meereen,

but she soon realizes she needs to stay in order

tokeep the peace. The elevated Meereen throne

echoes the classhierarchy Dacnerys s workingto |
overthrow: her leadership inadvertently mirrors

that of the city’s oppressors as she inevitably

speaks down to all who seek an audience. <
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UISERYS TARGARYEN
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ViISERYS TARGARYEN, the only living son of the murdered

King Aerys Targaryen, grows up in exile in Essos, believ-
ing that Robert Baratheon holds power that is rightfully
his. He is singularly devoted to returning to Westeros
and reclaiming the crown denied to him by Robert
the “Usurper.”

However, those with claims to power are not always
those best suited to rule, and Viserys’s sense of entitlement
never grows into an understanding of how to become a leader
people want to follow. He forces his sister, Daenerys, into
marriage in order to build an alliance with the Dothraki, a
smart strategy that he ruins by demanding, rather than
carning, the fealty of those around him. As Daenerys

embraces the Dothraki and works to understand their cus-
toms, Viserys only insults them. In his attempts to disgrace
others, he disgraces himself, thus ensuring that no one will
ever willingly follow him into battle.

In the end, Viserys gains the crown he so fervently
desires, though not in the way he imagines. He dies
gruesomely—“crowned” with molten gold by Khal Drogo—
and Daenerys notes that this means he was never a true
dragon, stating coldly that “fire cannot kill a dragon.”
Viserys and Daenerys share the Targaryen name, but the
name is all Viserys values, proving that to inspire
followers, and reclaim the Iron Throne, one needs more
than a bloodline.
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The Wild

ALTHOUGH OFTEN SPOKEN OF as one
large group, the wildlings—or the “free
folk,”
in fact comprised of a wide range
Mance Ra

greatest accomplishment is his ability

s they refer to themselves—are

of clans and trib

to unite those trib

into a single army
in order to march south in search of
safety from the threat of the White
Walkers. When that army is defeated,
the free folk are forced to confront
their fractious relationship with one
another and with the “kneelers,” which
is what they call the people south of
the Wall.

Among the wildlings, the chieftans
closest to Mance Rayder include
Rattleshirt (aka “the Lord of Bones”)
and, Styr the Magnar, who leads the

rless and cruel warriors of the Thenn.

There are giants like Wun Wun, and at
Hardhome—where the wildling clans

converge todi

the proposed alliance
with the Night's Watch—there is Karsi,
e folk,

each defines that freedom differently:

a spearwife. Though all are

the Thenn want the freedom to pillage
at will, whereas others like Karsi simply
seek the freedom to live as they please
and survive the wight army knocking at
their doorstep.

The wildlings are not run by a
monarchical system; they instead
choose their own leaders. After the
wildling army falls at the hands of the
Night's Watch and Stannis Baratheon’s
forces, that leadership falls to Tormund
Giantsbane, who chooses to join forces
with their former enemies to fight the

Night King and his army.
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lings

Driven from their homes in a quest
to survive, the remaining free folk are
forced to defend themselves against
an army made up of their friends and
families, who have been reanimated by
the Night King to try to wipe out all of
humanity. The free folk may never be
the same as the “kneelers” whom they've
raided for generations, but the Battle
of Winterfell links their fates, and they
fight together to ensure their collective
survival. When that Great War is done,
and the “kneelers” return to fighting over
their throne, Tormund pulls his people
away from the ongoing conflict to return
north. Eventually, Jon Snow returns to
join them, and he and Tormund lead the
wildlings back to what's left of their home
to reconstruct a way of life independent |

of the Westeros they helped save.
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“THE RAINS OF CASTAMERE”

The title of “The Rains of Castamere” is a play on words. The song tells the story of how Tywin Lannister executed all

the members of House Reyne (Rains/Reynes), a retribution for Lord Roger Reyne’s uprising against Tywin’s father, Tytos
Lannister. It is an anthem of sorts for the Lannisters, echoing through Westeros as a reminder of the consequences when you
cross Tywin or his children.
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BONDS OF WESTEROS

CERSEI & JAIME

‘WHEN THE STORY BEGINS, Jaime and Cersei Lannister are in
the midst of a long-term romantic relationship, one that began
in their youth and has continued into adulthood despite the
forces that threaten to tear them apart. Their relationship sur-
vives Jaime’s time in the Kingsguard, and more notably, it
persists throughout Cersei’s marriage to Robert Baratheon,
during which she and Jaime have three children that Cersei
passes off as Robert’s. However, after Robert’s death brings war
to Westeros, their lives change dramatically, shaking the foun-
dation of their connection.

Cersei and Jaime’s relationship is a volatile secret the twins
protect fiercely. To keep it, Bran Stark is pushed from a tower
and Ned Stark is beheaded for getting too close to the truth.
The questionable choices they make to protect their relationship
result in Jaime’s capture, and in their separation, they are
forced to define their own journeys rather than rely on each
other. While Jaime is traveling back to King’s Landing with
Brienne of Tarth, he loses his sword hand, but he rediscovers
his sense of honor and gains a new understanding of his
identity. In Jaime’s absence, Cersei consolidates her power,
becoming more and more ruthless along the way.

Cersei and Jaime eventually return to each other as changed
people. Jaime’s prior devotion to Cersei wavers as he openly crit-
icizes her brutal path to power, and Cersei begins to question
her brother’s loyalty. The tension between them is exacerbated
by the deaths of their three children and the circumstances sur-
rounding them. Cersei’s persecution of Tyrion for his supposed
poisoning of Joffrey leads not only to Oberyn Martell’s death at
the hands of the Mountain, but also to Tyrion’s imprisonment
and death sentence. After unsuccessfully trying to get through
to Cersei, Jaime decides to free Tyrion, directly going against
his sister’s wishes. Later, Ellaria and the Sand Snakes avenge
Oberyn’s death by poisoning Myrcella, leaving Jaime and Cersei
with only one surviving child, Tommen. After Cersei destroys
the Great Sept of Baelor, killing Tommen's wife and prompting
Tommen’s suicide, Cersei finally secures her place on the Iron
Throne—a quest for power that comes at the cost of her chil-
dren’s lives and threatens her connection with Jaime.

With Cersei as queen and the Lannisters in power, Cersei

and Jaime’s relationship is laid bare. No longer forced to hide

their relationship, they are able to see each other through an

entirely new lens. As they prepare for war with Daenerys
Targaryen, Jaime remains committed to his sister, poisoning
Olenna Tyrell and nearly riding into the jaws of Drogon to win
the war on Cersei’s behalf. However, while Jaime embraces a
truce with the other kingdoms to defend the realm against the
White Walkers, Cersei intends to undo the alliance before it
even begins. Furthermore, she conspires behind Jaime’s back
with Euron Greyjoy, introducing Jaime to something he never
thought possible: in the name of power, Cersei is willing to
betray anyone, even him.

Jaime survives the Battle of Winterfell and enters into a
romance with Brienne of Tarth, which shows him a glimpse of
a new life free from his sister. Then word arrives that Cersei—
pregnant with their child—intends to defend her throne
against Daenerys and her dragon, and Jaime decides to ride to
King’s Landing to save his sister. Despite all the horrible things
Cersei has done in her pursuit of the throne, Jaime realizes he
would do anything to be by her side.

After a fight with Euron, Jaime finds Cersei in the rubble
of the Red Keep and comforts her in her darkest moment,
their love for each other all they have left in the world. When
they die in each other’s arms, it is symbolic of how their love
has always been their curse and their blessing, right until the

bitter end.
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WINTERFELL
The ancestral seat of House Stark,
Winterfell has stood for thousands
of years. The godswood within
its walls represents the spiritual
history of the region, while the
crypts beneath those walls carry the
weight of the Stark family lineage.
After being taken from them,
Winterfell returns to the Starks just

in time for the last stand against
the Night King and his army, with

the entire region converging on the
castle to defend their lands. Their
unlikely success fosters hope that
the castle and the North will survive
another thousand years.
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fighting for, no matter the consequences. These women come
to power because men die, stepping forward to take control
when the opportunity arises.

The lesson for Daenerys is to be assertive as a leader and to
follow her instincts: the reason Olenna outlives all the “clever
tells Daene;

men” in her life, sh , is that she ignores them.

Olenna speaks to the weakness of the lords of Westeros, sheep

to Daenerys’s dragon, and tells the young queen to become that

dragon and tz

the fight to the Lannisters directly. Ellaria and
Yara deploy this same strategy, but Daenerys doesn’t follow that
advice, instead heeding Tyrion’s warning for a more strategic,
diplomatic approach. Yet that plan falls apart completely, and
Daenery

allies are taken out one by one: Ellaria is captured by

Cersei, Yara is taken hostage by Euron, and Olenna dies
the siege of Highgarden.

Daenerys immediately realizes the error in her d
and reclaims the upper hand with her attack on the loot train.
However, the damage is done, and key allies are lost, because

she trusts that the political systems of Westeros will respect

her as a leader. Afcer the collapse of her alliance, Daenerys
learns that violence will be required if she is to be respected as
a woman in power. However, as Cersei herself learns, leading
through fear and brute force is a dangerous path, and it leads

Daenerys down a darker road than Olenna likely imagined.
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THE HAND
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While the king or queen is the one who sits on the Iron Throne, it is often the Hand of the ruler who is forced to make the difficult
decisions and, depending on the monarch in question, ensure the Red Keep can successfully rule Westeros. The following men

have taken on the position of Hand in King’s Landing and in the company of the would-be kings and queens fighting for control

of the Iron Throne.

JON ARRYN

Jon Arryn, Lord Protector of the Vale,
becomes Robert Baratheon’s Hand following
his victory. Jon faces an immense workload,
given Robert’s disinterest in being king,
outside of feasts and tournaments. fon is
killed by his wife, Lysa, acting at the behest
of Petyr “Littlefinger” Baelish, in a successful
affort to destabilize the political order of
Westeros.

NED STARK

Ned Stark reluctantly becomes Robert’s
Hand out of loyalty to his friend and finds
himself ill equipped to maneuver in the
power struggles of King’s Landing. The Hand
must be steady, but Ned’s commitment to
honor is fundamentally incompatible with
the savviness the position requires, hastening
his demise.
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Masculinity in

GAME OF THRONES BEGINS IN A TIME
oF PEACE, where the only venues for
knights to lay claim to manhood are dis-
plays of bravado in festive tournaments.
However, when war comes to Westeros,
the ideal of the courageous knight proves
an impossible standard for the would-be
heroes of war. The result is the decon-
struction of traditional masculinity and
the reordering of the available paths to
glory, a reminder that not all heroes fit
masculinity’s rigid standards.

Before the war, Loras and Jaime are
paragons of heroism, but the trials and
tribulations of war shift the standards of
masculinity and threaten their standing
accordingly. Handsome and valiant,
Loras Tyrell helps defeat Stannis

Baratheon’s army in the Battle of the
Blackwater. Despite his skills as a soldier,
his repuration is tarnished by persistent
gossip about his sexuality and rumors
over his affair with Renly Baratheon, and
he is eventually persecuted by the Faith
Militant. Jaime begins the war as one of
its fiercest generals, but the loss of his
hand hampers his skill in battle. He must
relearn how to be a hero in the wake of
losing his once-simple path to valor.
Elsewhere, others who stand apart
from traditional notions of masculinity
_ find their own place in the war. Tyrion
Lannister and Grey Worm are ignoble in

Westeros

the eyes of society in different ways. As
the wheel of fortune turns, Tyrion proves
himself a cunning and effective leader at
the Battle of the Blackwater, setting the
foundation for his role as one of the
realm’s most valued—if at times falli-
ble—advisors. Similarly, Grey Worm
arrives in Westeros transformed into
Daenerys’s top general, despite his ori-
gins as a member of the Unsullied. Set
free by his queen, he is allowed the kind
of authority that his birth status would
have denied him.

While stories and legends might
reinforce a singular masculine ideal of
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the virile and heroic knight in Westerosi
culture, the stories and legends that
result from this war tell a different tale.
There are no single knights who ride
onto the battlefield and, with skill and
might, win the day. Instead, broken and
damaged men and women, and others
who defy societal expectations and the
ideal,”

against great odds and influence those

masculine “heroic persevere
in power. Ultimately, once the war ends,
Bran the Broken is placed upon the
throne, which indicates a shift in percep-
tion about who is best suited to guide

Westeros into the future.
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BONDS OF WESTEROS

SANSA & LITTLEFINGER

Arrex nER PATHER'S ExEcUTION and her marriage to Tyrion

Lannister, Sansa Stark

ms to have only one ally in King’s

Landing: Petyr “Littlefinger” Baclish, who offers her an

ape
to the Vale and sanctuary from her ordeal. Throughout their
journey across Westeros, Littlefinger both protects Sansa and
sacrifices her well-being for his own self-interest—right up
until the very end.

Littlefinger’s twisted relationship with Sansa stems from
his unrequited love for her mother, Catelyn Stark. In the wake

of Catelyn's death, he treats Sansa as a stand-in for his lost love.

After they escape King’s Landing, Sansa pos his niece as
they hide out at the Eyrie. Regardless of his feelings for Sansa,
Littlefinger still uses her to further his agenda, and he sells
her to the Boltons in an effort to secure power in the North.
Despite Ramsay’s cruel nature, Peytr is willing to marry Sansa
into the Bolton family because it creates yet another path to
power, depending on how the war plays out. Eventually, when

Sansa e

scapes from Ramsay and reunites with her brother Jon,

she holds Littlefinger responsible for her ordeal. When he tries

to forge an alliance with the northern forces, Sansa refuses his

explanations and vows never to see him again.

Nevertheless, Sansa must backtrack from this vow, since

she realizes that the fate of Jon'

iege of Winterfell depends

on an alliance with the Vale, and this requires her to make a

political alliance with Littlefinger, despite her moral objectior

to him. Sansa has the conscience that Littlefinger lacks, but
her willingness to work with him reinforces the lessons she
learns while traveling alongside him. This gives Littlefinger

hope that he might accomplish what he truly desires, and for

the first time he comes out and says it: he wants to sit on the

Iron Throne with Sansa as his queen. However, Littlefinger
is unaware of how much the tables have turned: Sansa is

10 longer young and afraid, and Littlefinger—blinded by his

proximity to his dream—is the one being manipulated to serve
alarger purpose.

Sansa never abandons the sense of justice her father
taught her, and as Lady of Winterfell, Sansa has time to fully

assemble the breadth of Littlefinger's crimes, many of which

she witnesses fir:

sthand. Bran may be all-knowing, but Sansa

sees Littlefinger for who he really is: a man who once protected
S

he has her trust and lures him into his own execution. Thus,

her to further his own intere:

sa convinces Littlefinger

she ends his quest for power and their partnership on her own
terms and fully claims the title of Lady of Winterfell and the

authority that comes with it.
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When Daenerys Targaryen first arrives in King’s
Landing for the Dragonpit summit, Cersei’s time on the
throne is over, even if she doesn’t realize it. Having worked
s0 hard to break down the barriers that kept her from power,
Cersei refuses to cede control, and she eventually betrays
her promise to join the fight against the Night King, which

fractures her relationship with her brother Jaime.

After the Bartle of Winterfell, Daenerys returns and razes
King’s Landing to the ground. Jaime seeks out Cersei to try to save
her and their unborn child, and it is then that Cersei feels the
weight of what she has lost to become queen. In her final moments
before being crushed beneath the Red Keep, Cersei is not con-
cerned with the game of thrones: she wants to live. Yet this simple

goal was lost the moment she set her sights on the throne.
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“You will

never walk again,
but you will fly.”

THREE-EYED RAVEN, TO BRA
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THE DRAGON sKuLLs deep beneath the Red Keep and the
empty Dragonpit on the outskirts of King’s Landing are the
only remnants of the great beasts that once struck terror in the
hearts of the Westerosi. Originally, the Targaryens used their
dragons to conquer Westeros, bur afterward, due to the crea-

tures’ inherently unruly nature, they were confined to the

Dragonpit, where they wasted away in captivity, gradually

ching extinction and ending the age of dragons.

The D

ragomns

This changes when Daenerys Targaryen walks into the
fire of Khal Drogo's funeral pyre carrying three petrified
dragon eggs, gifted to her by Illyrio Mopatis at her wedding,
and emerges with three newly hatched dragons. The eggs,
meant as a token of remembrance of Targaryen past, become

her future as she restores the age of dragons in Westeros.
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MARGAERY TYRELL

A TYRELL TO THE CORE, Margaery is willing to sacrifice love
in the interest of political advantage, a useful skill when
Renly’s death thrusts her into an alliance with the Lannisters
and a march to power that leads to ruin.

While Loras is technically heir to the Tyrell stronghold
at Highgarden, it is Margaery who understands the political
maneuvers necessary to secure her family’s place in King’s
Landing. Blessed with her grandmother Olenna’s acumen for
strategy and observation, Margaery accepts her arranged
marriage to Joffrey, even after learning about his horrifying
acts of violence. When others might have run, Margaery
finds ways to manage the young king; she pushes his mother,
Cersei, out of the picture and works to build a relationship
with the people of King's Landing. When Joffrey is poisoned
at his wedding and Tommen becomes king, Margaery uses
the same strategies to ingratiate herself to the new ruler,
adapting the tricks she used with Joffrey for a gentler soul.
Across three different husbands, Margaery never wavers in
her commitment to secure a powerful alliance for her house,
produce an heir, and serve as queen.

Margaery is not unlike Cersei, who is married off to
Robert Baratheon to seal a political alliance between the
Baratheons and Lannisters and who, in the wake of Robert’s
death, sees an opportunity torule in her own right. Margaery’s
ambition complicates her efforts, and Cersei watches as a
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younger queen moves into the Red Keep, undermines Cersei’s
influence over her children, and wins over the people of
King’s Landing in a way Cersei isn’t able. Margaery’s rise is
entangled with Cersei’s fall, and Margaery makes no effort to
hide this fact.

Then the rules change: when Cersei uses the High
Sparrow to arrest Margaery and Loras, Margaery finds her-
self caught between the ambitions of her mother-in-law and
the new religious forces operating in King’s Landing. She
earns the High Sparrow’s trust by converting to the Faith,
then convinces Tommen to do the same despite his mother’s
objections. This high-wire act of political maneuvering
almost works, until Cersei tires of playing games. Seeing the
situation spiraling out of her control, Cersei destroys the
Great Sept of Baelor with both the High Sparrow and
Margaery inside.

Margaery is the only one inside the sept who realizes that
Cersei and Tommen’s absence implies an imminent attack,
but she does not imagine Cersei would go so far. While
Margaery is cunning and manipulative, able to separate her
emotions from her circumstances to secure power for her and
her family, she is not cruel. Margaery dies having successfully
climbed the social ladder to a position of immense power,
before ceding that power to someone willing to sacrifice more
of her humanity than even the fiercest of the Tyrells.
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NICKNAMED “THE MOUNTAIN” for his intimidating size, Gregor Clegane
is seen as a monster throughout his life. In times of peace, Clegane fights

in tournaments as though they are matters of life and death, nearly kill-

ing Loras at Robert’s tournament in King’s Landing. In times of war, the

Mountain pillages at will, using murder and torture if so ordered.

Stories of the Mountain’s atrocities inspire dread throughout Westeros,

although his brother, Sandor (whom he maimed as a child), and Oberyn

Martell are among the few brave enough to face him. Before the Mountain

viciously kills Oberyn in battle, Oberyn poisons him, and leaves him at

death’s door. The Mountain lives on, however, as former maester Qyburn

performs arcane experiments to save him. With eerie red eyes and graying

flesh hidden behind armor, what’s left of the Mountain may not be able to

speak, but he retains his brutality and serves Cersei Lannister as she holds

the Iron Throne.

While the man who committed those earlier atrocities may no longer ani-

mate Clegane’s body, his brother, Sandor, later stares into his eyes when they’re

reunited in the Dragonpit and believes that something of the Mountain

remains. When Sandor confronts what's left of the Mountain on the steps of

the Red Keep as King’s Landing burns around them, the monster murders his

creator Qyburn and abandons his queen—all to get the chance to torture his

brother one more time. While Oberyn lost sight of the Mountain’s strength in

his own quest for revenge, Sandor makes no such mistake, and he tackles the

Mountain into the fires below to end his reign of terror.






OEBPS/image_rsrcMT.jpg





OEBPS/image_rsrc1DZ.jpg





OEBPS/image_rsrc44.jpg
FLEA BOTTOM

Flea Bottom is the poorest district in
King’s Landing, where men like Davos
and Gendry learn to survive, and where
Arya Stark hides from the City Watch
following her father’s publi
Flea Bottom’s residents live in squalor
and actively resent the city’s royalty,
but after Margaery Tyrell visits an
orphanage to feed and play with the
children, she earns their respect.

xecution.
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DRAGONPIT

The armistice talks between
Cersei, Daenerys, and fon are
held in the remains of a structure
that was built to contain dragons.
Destroyed during a civil war
fought between rival sides of
House Targaryen, the Dragonpit
offers a reminder of Targaryen
rule in King’s Landing, and it also
houses the pivotal meeting where
Tyrion maps out the future of
power in Westeros.
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THE SYMBOL OF THE HARPY
The harpy is a mythical creature with the head and
torso of a woman and the wings, tail, and legs of a
bird. Formerly a symbol of the Ghiscari Empire,
one of the oldest civilizations, the symbol has been
adapted by the ruling class of the three great cities as
an assertion of their power and independence. The
symbol of the harpy is used in statues, architectural
details, and flags in the region.
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TYURELL

AS A YOUNG KNIGHT OF RENOWN IN WESTEROS, Loras Tyrell

builds his reputation solely on his performances in King
Robert’s tournaments and his vibrant personality off the field.
However, when the War of the Five Kings breaks out, his life

of ease and frivolity ends. He loses first his love, then his free-

dom, as he is passed from house to house as a pawn in

allegiances for Tyrell power. Although he risks his life in war,

his romantic interests become his tragic undoing, leading to
his untimely demise.
As war breaks out following King Robert’s death, Loras’s

relationship with Renly Baratheon is widely rumored, but

Loras is not outwardly judged for it. As one of Renly’s
Kingsguard, and then, after Renly’s death, as the head of Tyrell
forces supporting the Lannisters during the Battle of the

Blackwater, Loras proves his skills in battle, but his responsibil-

ities preclude him from fighting in the growing war or avenging

Renly’s murder. Instead, he is forced to remain at court in

King’s Landing, subject to the political whims of his grand-
mother, Olenna, as he’s moved from one betrothal to another.
Beyond the trauma of losing Renly, Loras is forced to perform
the courtly duties he despises, attending weddings and feasts,
instead of performing the feats of skill or strength, like joust-
ing, that made his double life tolerable. When he finds solace in
the bed of Olyvar, it turns out to be part of a blackmail scheme
orchestrated by Littlefinger and used by Cersei and the High
Sparrow to arrest Loras.

As the power in King’s Landing is joined to the Faith,
Loras becomes a prisoner of the Faith Militant; he’s tortured
and eventually agrees to join the order. Before Loras can be ini-
tiated by the High Sparrow, however, he is killed when Cersei
destroys the Sept of Baelor. Though Loras is never able to live
life on his own terms, he is at least spared the ignominy of
being forced to continue living a lie in order to survive.
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THE MAESTER’S CHAIN
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conventional thinking can blind them,

MAESTERS, someTIMES referred to as
“knights of the mind," are the scholars
and healers of Westeros. While trained
at the Citadel in Oldtown, the maesters
are scattered across Westeros. Each
maester wears a chain around his
neck, which is both a reminder of
his service to his realm and an
indicator of the depth and breadth of
his knowledge.

The chain is forged link by link
as the maester gains knowledge and
wisdom to serve his respective house,
providing guidance as it is requested.
Each metal link represents knowledge
in a specialty. For example, iron links

signify knowledge in warcraft, silver
links point to knowledge of medicine
and healing, and yellow gold indicates
skill in math and economics. One in a
hundred maesters has a link forged of
Valyrian steel, signifying knowledge
in the higher mysteries.

There
maesters

that the

immense wisdom,

is no doubt
hold
but their knowledge has historically
been passed down without question
or addition. Samwell Tarly’s tenure at
the Citadel leaves him frustrated, as
he realizes the maesters are a group
of deeply conservative and inflexible
men whose unwillingness to challenge

245

whether to something as mundane as
a cure for greyscale or as large as the
looming threat of the White Walkers.

While Maester Aemon of the
Wall and Maester Luwin of Winterfell
both serve their houses honorably,
Grand Maester Pycelle is as corrupt as
everyone else in King’s Landing, and
disgraced Maester Qyburn's teachings
devolve into biological experimen-
tation in his journey to Cersei’s side.
The chain represents knowledge, but
there’snolinkin the chain that signifies
the ability to adapt to changing times
or to use that knowledge for good.
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BAY OF DRAGONS
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Formerly called Slaver’s Bay, the Bay of Dragons exemplifies the promise of freedom
in a region defined by servitude. The Bay of Dragons is comprised of three great sister
cities—Meereen, Astapor, and Yunkai—all of which were run by slave masters for
thousands of years. After Daenerys Targaryen overthrows the masters and frees the
slaves, she leaves behind Daario Naharis and the Second Sons to keep the peace while

she continues on her journey to King’s Landing.

YUNKAI
Nicknamed “the Yellow City” for its yellow brick
pyramids, Yunkai is ruled by slave merchants called
Wise Masters. Despite bribes of gold and ships, ASTAPOR
Daenerys insists on the liberation of the thousands of >4
slaves in the city.

ASTAPOR
Astapor is the southernmost of the three sister cities of the Bay of
Dragons. It is here that Daenerys purchases and liberates the Unsullied,
an army of skilled warriors, to serve as her army in her quest for the Iron
Throne.

MEEREEN

;\;’ Meereen is the largest of the three city-

states that make up the Bay of Dragons.
After liberating the slaves of Astapor
and Yunkai, Daenerys secures power in
Meereen, residing in the Great Pyramid
to enforce her abolition of stavery in the
entire region.






OEBPS/image_rsrc6Z.jpg
TOMMEN BARATHEON

wh }

Gl
—
- .p'n'ﬂﬁw N

TOMMEN, GOOD-NATURED AND KIND, never has any
expectation that he will be king. His older brother is the
heir to the throne, and Tommen grows up in a time of peace
where the idea of both his father and his brother meeting
untimely ends is inconceivable. However, after Joffrey’s
death, the weight of the crown bears down on Tommen
unexpectedly, and he is forced to become a king before he
becomes a man.

Upon Tommen’s coronation, he holds no agency: his
mother and grandfather control him, and after his marriage
to Margaery, he is pulled between Cersei and his new wife.
What convictions Tommen holds are mostly personal, but
when both Cersei and Margaery are threatened by the High
Sparrow and the Faith Militant, he makes his first true deci-
sion as king: to merge the crown and the faith, in accordance

33

with Margaery’s wishes. Although not deeply religious, he
sees faith as a way for him to define his rule and be inde-
pendent of his mother.

Tragically, Tommen’s first decision as king is ulti-
mately his last. He underestimates the ambition of the
High Sparrow and overestimates his mother’s willing-
ness to allow justice to take its course. He believes that
Cersei will stand trial, never imagining that she would
murder the High Sparrow, Margaery, and hundreds of
others at the Great Sept of Baelor in order to avoid it.
Although Cersei spares her son by barricading him in his
quarters, the damage is done. Tommen commits suicide
after seeing every part of the life he imagined for himself
go up in flames, leaving him with nothing but an empty
crown.
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EVOLUTION OF THE CROWN

Robert's crown reflects the Baratheon stag
sigil, featuring large golden antlers behind
smaller antlers donned with gems.

ROBERT BARATHEON
RENLY BARATHEON

Renly’s crown appears more delicate,
with a fine, symmetrical antler design.

While the Baratheon sigil is reflected in
's wedding crown, it also features roses
pecking through the antlers, representing the
marriage alliance with House Tyrell.

The roses also foreshadow the Tyrell’s
growing influence on the throne, having
not yet bloomed, but still slowly creeping
through the antlers of the stag.

Both Tommen and [offrey wear this crown

when they ascend to the Iron Throne. - Tommen associates the crown with the

destruction of everything he loves. Before
he commits suicide, he removes his crown,
one Last lingering look at it before

As with Robert’s crown, Tommen’s
represents the stag sigils.

- Cersei’s crown is indi
newfound independence; having separated
herself from the Baratheon name, and
redefined her role in the Lannister family,
her rule marks a significant shift in the
history of the Iron Throne.

The center of Cersei's crown features -..._
a stylized interpretation of the
Lannister lion sigil, with the lion’s mane
representing the swords of the Iron
Throne —Cersei's ultimate goal.

Her crown contains some silver, contrasting
with the golden crowns of her predecessors.

CERSEI LANNISTER
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~ Jaime
Lannister

JAIME LANNISTER HIS LIFE ON HONOR AND LOYALTY.
At a young age, he devotes himself to two causes: he swears his
sword to the realm as a member of the Kingsguard under the
reign of the “Mad Kin; aryen, and he swears his
heart to his sister, Cers: relationship that will make him the
father of the heirs to the throne. After

ments, Jaime’s actions raise questions about how his sense of
honor intersects with his moral compass. It’s a conflict that
threatens to tear Jaime apart when the War of the Five

strips aw. rything he once used to define himself.
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“You can’t win

the throne

if you're dead.

You can’t break
the wheel
if you're dead”

TYRION LANNISTER
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IT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE THE BATTLE OF LAND AND SEA: the
Lannisters defending the walls of King’s Landing, Stannis Baratheon and
his navy streaming into Blackwater Bay to assail usurpers to his family’s

throne. Tyrion Lannister devises a plan to set the sea alight with wildfire,

igniting a green inferno that turns the tide of battle, allowing Tyrell

forces to arrive and help secure the Lannisters’ hold on the Iron Throne.
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THE WATER GARDENS

This palace serves as the
Leisurely, private residence of
House Martell. Located on the
coast, only a short distance
from Sunspear, it is also where
Ellaria Sand initiates her coup.

LEGEND OF NYMERIA
Nymeria was a warrior queen
who led the voyage to Dorne
a thousand years ago. She is
considered the founder of
Dorne as a region ruled by
House Martell.
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it makes military sense and best situates House Bolton in
the reshuffling of power.

Meanwhile, Roose's son, Ramsay, relishes the torturous
lineage of his house. Although he acts on his father’s behalf
when he seizes Winterfell, his torture of Theon is impro-
vised, and his increasingly creative forms of sadism disgust
even his father. When Ramsay's abuse of Sansa drives her
to escape with Theon, Roose is incensed that Ramsay's
proclivities have lost them their political bargaining chip.
Soon Roose's wife bears a son, and Ramsay, fearing he will

be cast aside, murders his father, his father’s wife, and their
newborn child. Later, Ramsay uses Rickon Stark to lure Jon
Snow to the Battle of the Bastards and kills the boy in front
of him. Ramsay is soundly trounced by the army of the Vale,
and in fitting revenge, Jon brutally beats him, and Sansa
feeds him to his own hounds.

‘The Boltons never fight for the Iron Throne, nor are they
an enemy who might overthrow Westeros. They are simply
opportunistic sadists who seek to inflict pain however and
‘whenever they can.
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“Night gathers, and now my
. It shall not end

walch begit

until my death. I shall take

no wife, hold no lands, father
no children. I shall wear no
crowns and win no glory. |
shall live and die at my post.

I am the sword in the darkness.
I'am the watcher on the walls.
I.am the shicld that guards the
realms of men. I pledge my life
and honor to the Night's Watch,
for this night and all the nights
o come.”

NIGHT'S WATCH OATH

JEOR MOoRmMONT

As THE LORD COMMANDER OF THE NIGHT's WATCH,
Jeor Mormont represents a bygone era when the Night's
Watch was an honorable calling. Mormont is one of
many knights and lords who voluntarily “take the black,"
committing themselves to defending the realm against
the threats beyond the Wall. When Jeor abdicates House
Mormont to his son, Jorah (before Jorah is forced into
exile), he sees the Night's Watch as an opportunity to
serve Westeros, and he quickly rises up the ranks to
become Lord Commander. However, when Jon Snow
arrives at Castle Black, he finds Mormont overseeing

He focuses on Jon Snow and Samwell Tarly, young
men who, like himself, come from noble houses. Samwell
takes to his role as steward to Maester Aemon, but Jon
initially resents his position as Mormont’s steward. Jon
arrives at the Wall believing that there is honor only in
being a ranger and playing an active role in the defense
of the Wall. However, Mormont is grooming Jon as
a successor and works to instill values of honor and
leadership in him, hoping he'll be able to pass these on
to new recruits. Mormont is among the first to realize the
gravity of the new threat, but when he goes beyond the

e
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a group of vagrants and criminals who mostly view Wall to fight it, he dies valiantly, doing everything in his b
the Night's Watch as an opportunity to avoid other power to stop a dishonorable mutiny at Craster's Keep. ;‘;
punishments. When it becomes clear that a threat Though Jeor Mormont doesn't live to see Jon fulfill :
looms beyond the Wall, Jeor Mormont concentrates his hope and rise to the position of Lord Commander, his e
his efforts on guiding those few recruits who lessons prove invaluable in securing a path forward for
recognize the honor of the Night's Watch to navigate the Night's Watch and eventually guiding Jon as he leads :E
the darkness ahead. the defense of Westeros against the White Walkers. ::‘
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House Targaryen:

" RESURGENT

BY THE TIME Robert Baratheon occupies
the Iron Throne, the Targaryens are an
almost-extinguished shadow of their for-
mer selves. The Targaryen dynasty
begins in the age of dragons, when the
family rode the fearsome beasts across
the Narrow Sea, spreading terror in their
conquest of Westeros. But those fires
steadily dwindled. The dragons withered
away once they were forced into captiv-
ity, and the Targaryens gradually lost the
power that won them the throne. By the
time Robert defeats Rhaegar and Jaime
kills Aerys, only two surviving children
remain, or so it’s believed. Inheriting a
family name that strikes fear across
Westeros due to the volatile instability
of the Mad King, Viserys and Daenerys
flee across the Narrow Sea lest the fam-
ily name be wiped out entirely.

When Daenerys returns to Westeros,
however, she hopes to restore the
Targaryens to their rightful place on the
Iron Throne. At first, Daenerys appears

to be an evolved, more compassionate
form of her fiery forebears: she arrives
accompanied by three dragons, but she
leaves Essos as a liberator, displaying an
empathy her brother Viserys lacked.
However, Daenerys must recalculate and
reconsider her plans when she learns that
her lover, Jon Snow, is actually Aegon
Targaryen, the secret son of her late
brother Rhaegar and Lyanna Stark. This
unexpected family reunion complicates
Daenerys’s political and personal desires.
Like her, Jon can ride a dragon into bat-
tle, but unlike Daenerys he has the stoic,
honorable traits of his Stark mother, and
he doesn't carry the tainted reputation of
the Targaryen name, which causes the
people of Westeros to fear Daenerys.

All along, Daenerys Targaryen prom-
ises to reclaim what belongs to her family
with fire and blood, and eventually she
lives up to her family’s reputation, burn-

ing King’s Landing and briefly flying her

family’s sigil on the walls of the Red Keep.
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BRIENNE

OF TARTH

IN A WORLD WHERE WOMEN ARE AFFORDED LITTLE POWER
or authority, Brienne of Tarth is well positioned: as the only
heir of Lord Selwyn Tarth, she stands to inherit his seat and
have her choice of suitors. However, after three failed engage
ments, her father stops trying to arrange a marriage for her. For
some this would be a tragedy. For Brienne, it is an opportunity
to fully reject the gender roles presented to her and embrace
to be a knight of Westeros and a sworn

the life she want

sword of someone with honor.

Brienne’s service to Renly Baratheon is motivated by
the kindness he once showed her—she loves Renly despite
knowing he will never love her back, and she fights her way
into his Kingsguard to be able to serve him. When Renly dies
in her arms at the hands of Melisandre’s sorcery, Brienne is left

to

arch for a new path and someone honorable to serve.
Bri

enne becomes Catelyn Stark's sworn sword in the

aftermath of Renly’s death and accepts the task of delivering

the Starks’ prisoner, Jaime Lannis!

er, to King’s Landing in
exchange for the safe return of Catelyn's daughters, Arya and

Sansa. Even after Catelyn is killed, Brienne doesn’t abandon

her task, refusing to sacrifice her word lest it undermine the
honorable path she’s chosen.
However, Brienne's service to Catelyn is tested by her

relationship with

ime Lannister. Although he is her enemy

given the Lannister family’s war with the Starks—Jaime and
Brienne develop a mutual respect on their challenging journey
to King's Landing, each saving the other from dark fates. While
her service to Catelyn gives Brienne a sense of purpose, her
connection with Jaime offers the type of kinship she has been

denied as a woman aspiring to knighthood. Brienne does not

need a ma pect in order to be a true knight, but Jaime's

gift of the sword Oathkeeper is a symbol of their powerful
bond, as they each return to their opposite sides of the war.
When Brienne eventually finds Lady Sansa, she offers her
sword-and commits herself to serve with honor, with her own

ide.

squire Podrick Payne at hel
Brienne§iservice is rewarded: she gets to see the Stark
sisters reunited, each fierce and powerful in her own right, and

it is Brienne who convinces Jaime to leave his sister, Cer:

to help fight the White Walkers. Though Brienne never a
to become a knight, every action she takes demonstrates her
honor, and Jaime knights her as Ser Brienne of Tarth on the eve
of the Battle of Winterfell.

Brienne's brief phys

-al relationship with Jaime lets her

experience the love she fails to find a

younger woman. In the
end, the honor Jaime bestows on her—which she earns every
step of the way—brings her journey full circle. After Jaime's
death, Brienne succeeds him as Lord Commander of the
Kingsguard, carrying on a tradition that she is not supposed

to be part of, but which she embodies as much or more than

any other knight.
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RIDER: Daenerys
SIZE: Largest of the three
COLOR: Dark gray and red
EYES: Red

STORYLINE: The largest of the three dragons, Drogon bears
the name of Daenerys’s late husband, Drogo, and the bond
Drogon shares with Daenerys is the strongest among. his
brethren. He saves Daenerys from an assassination attempt
by the Sons of the Harpy, and she rides him into battle in
Westeros, where he saves Jon Snow north of the Wall and
keeps Daenerys alive in the Battle of Winterfell. He's also
the weapon of destruction that burns the innocent people
of King’s Landing at Daenerys’s behest, and he avenges his
mother’s death by melting the Iron Throne that corrupted
her. After destroying the Iron Throne, Drogon flies off with
Daenerys’s body, and remains missing.

STATUS: Alive
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“I am no ordinary woman. |/
|

My dreams come true.” K

DAENERYS TARGARYEN 1
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HOUSE TARGARYEN
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THE COMPLETE SERIES
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CATELYN STARK

Berore Rosert's Reseriion, Catelyn Tully had a
clear vision of her future: betrothed to Brandon Stark,
she is to be Lady Stark of Winterfell and raise heirs who
will become the future Wardens of the North. Much of
this vision proves true but with crucial differences: she
instead marries Ned Stark after his brother, Brandon,
dies at the hand of the Mad King Aerys; and she raises
both her own sons and Jon Snow, whom she believes is
her husbandss illegitimate son. Faced with these adjust-
ments, Catelyn fiercely controls what she can, without
always recognizing how her actions escalate the dangers
facing her family.

Catelyn’s choices are driven by her devastation after
Bran's injury and by her rage when she realizes that his
fall is not an accident. At the Inn at the Crossroads, she
impulsively and wrongly fingers Tyrion Lannister as the
assassin and takes him prisoner. Yet this arrest sparks
war with the Lannisters, endangering her husband and
eventually sending her eldest son, Robb, into war on his
father's behalf. Catelyn's desire for justice blinds her to
the ramifications of her actions.

This is not the only time Catelyn simultaneously
protects and endangers her family. As part of Robb's
inner circle on the battlefield, Catelyn must balance her

roles as a mother and as an advisor to the young leader.
When she makes a deal with Jaime Lannister to set him
free for the safe return of Sansa and Arya, she severely
undermines Robb’s political and military advantages over
the Lannisters and goes against his strict orders, leaving
him scrambling to regain control of the war.

By the time of the Red Wedding, Catelyn is a woman
broken by loss. She has lost her father and her husband,
she believes her youngest sons to be dead, and her
daughters are in captivity. In her despair, she expresses
regret for what she's done and what she hasn't been able
to do in her quest to keep her children safe. She aches to
have done more: more to prepare her children for war,
and more to protect them from danger.

At the wedding, when the Freys' murderous inten-
tions become clear, Catelyn responds with the same
ferocity that defines her life, fighting until Robb's death
leaves her stunned and shattered. While Catelyn might
have occasionally misjudged the consequences of her
actions, she dies before seeing how much of her tenacity
her children have inherited. In Sansas navigation of
Westerosi politics, Arya's quest to avenge her family, and
Bran and Jon's epic journeys, the spirit of Catelyn Stark
lives on in those she sacrificed her life to protect.
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THE BIRTH
Bran, using the sight, witnesses Jon’s birth and the death of
Lyanna Stark in the Tower of |oy, confirming that the baby Ned |
raises as his own is not his own. Bran later learns that Jon is
fathered by Rhaegar Targaryen.

THE ANNULMENT

Sam and Gilly stumble onto a key

detail in Oldtown, when Gilly

reads aloud from a book about

how the High Septon annulled

Rhaegar and Elia Martell’s THE MARRIAGE

marriage and then secretly When Sam returns to Winterfell, he shares this information with Bran, who then looks into
married Rhaegar and another the past to witness Rhaegar’s wedding—to Lyanna Stark. As Rhaegar’s trueborn son Aegon

woman. Targaryen, |on Snow is revealed to be the heir to the Iron Throne.
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THE WEIRWOOD TREE OF
THE THREE-EYED RAVEN
Bran resides in the cave below the weirwood
tree, honing his skills with the Three-Eyed =
Raven. |ojen, Summer, and Hodor lose their HARDHOME
lives here defending Bran against an attack by This wildling village is the first to come under attack from the Night King’s
White Walkers. army, as Jon goes to help them evacuate and safely travel south of the Wall.

FREE FOLK
The free folk, commonly known as “wildings” by those in the Seven Kingdoms, are a clan-based society of people who inhabit the
Lands north of the Wall. Although they are normally separated into rival clans, they are united under the rule of Mance Rayder, the
King-beyond-the-Wall, and remain united after his death. Unlike in the Seven Kingdoms, where heredity lines determine rulership,
Mance Rayder is freely chosen by the people to be their leader.
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As BRAN STARK 1s RECOVERING from his fall from lives. In the midst of his training with the Three-Eyed
the tower, Hodor, a large, simpleminded stable boy, Raven, Bran is observing a scene of Ned Stark in the
is assigned to serve as his legs, carrying Bran around  past, with young Wylis in the background. Needing to
Winterfell. Once a boy named Wylis, Hodor earns his  escape, Meera tells Bran to warg into Hodor to get him
new name because it's the only word he uses to commu-  to move. Bran does so, but this action somehow crosses
nicate. It's hard to ignore Hodor, so enormous that the timelines and creates a temporal link between Hodor
many suspect he has giant's blood in him. While Hodor  in the present and young Wylis in the past, sending Wylis

provides a crucial service to Bran, helping him move into a seizure. In the present, as Hodor valiantly uses his
about the castle, Hodor was never meant for the horrors  body to keep the wights at bay, Meera screams for him to
of war. Hodor’s journey with Bran beyond the Wall leads ~ “hold the door,” and the command passes through Bran
to the very event that deprives Hodor of the normal life  and into Wylis, who screams the same phrase until it slurs
he might have led. together into one word, “hodor."

Although warging into humans is dangerous, It's tragi-poetic that the birth and death of “Hodor”
Bran can enter Hodor’s simple mind when the situation ~ were one and the same, the origins of his name resting in
warrants. However, no one could have prepared Bran or  his final moments. While many lose their lives in battles,
Hodor for what happened when wights descended upon  sadly Bran's journey into the past robbed young Wylis of
them, forcing Bran, Meera, and Hodor to flee for their  a different future.
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THE IRON THRONE

“The breath of the greatest dragon
forged the Iron Throne.. .. the swords
of the vanquished, a thousand of
them, melted together like so many
candles . ..” —Viserys Targaryen

AFTER AEGON | TARGARYEN CONQUERED AND
UNIFIED SIX OF THE SEVEN KINGDOMS UNDER
HIS RULE, LATER OBTAINING DORNE THROUGH
A MARRIAGE ALLIANCE, HE CALLED FOR THE
CREATION OF THE IRON THRONE.

THE SWORDS THAT MAKE UP THE IRON THRONE
ARE MEANT TO REPRESENT THE THOUSAND
SWORDS SURRENDERED TO AEGON DURING HIS
CONQUEST OF THE SEVEN KINGDOMS.

THE SWORDS ARE MELTED DOWN BY AEGON’S
DRAGON, BALERION, AND FORGED INTO THE
SHAPE OF A THRONE. ULTIMATELY, DAENERYS’S
DRAGON DROGON DESTROYS THE THRONE, ITS
SWORDS MELTED DOWN ENTIRELY AS ITS REIGN
OVER THE MINDS OF THE MEN AND WOMEN OF
WESTEROS COMES TO AN END.
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WesTEROS HAS ONLY ONE Official ruler,
but the Seven Kingdoms that make up
the continent and the countless houses
that occupy each Kingdom create a

complex web of allegiances.

Technically,
all men and women serve the Iron
‘Throne, but they also serve their own
houses, and regions like the North and
the Iron Islands consider loyalty to their
own kingdom as paramount. When war
breaks out in Westeros, there are only
two groups whose loyalties are—at least
in principle—focused exclusively on
serving Westeros as a whole: the Night's
Watch, sworn to protect the conti-
nent’s northernmost border, and the
Kingsguard, responsible for protecting
whoever sits on the Iron Throne.

While the Kingsguard is a lifetime
appointment, regime change often
involves the removal of the previous

ruler’s Kingsguard, since they may be

more loyal to the fallen ruler than to the

Iron Throne. Ser Barristan Selmy is a rare
example of a Kingsguard who serves
under two kings. He is considered so

honorable that he remains after the fall

of the Mad King Aerys to serve Robert
Baratheon, then after being dismissed by

g Joffrey, he sails across the Narrow

Sea to defend Daenerys Targaryen.
Jaime Lannister also serves under Aerys
and Robert, but he is known throughout

the land as the Kingslayer, since he

murders King Aerys, whom he is sworn
to protect. Jaime kills the Mad King in
order to keep him from destroying King’s

Landing, thereby

aving thousands of
innocent lives. Jaime decides that his
loyalty to the realm trumps his loyalty

to the king, but afterward, he is scorned

and reviled for this

seeming betrayal.
The Night's Watch is designed

for a singular purpose: to protect the
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realm from the threats beyond the
Wall, including the White Walkers.

Over the centuries, this purpose fades

from memory, since the only danger

beyond the Wall becomes the wildlings,
a disparate force of people that is more
nuisance than real threat. At the same
time, the brothers of the Night's Watch
change from mostly honorable men who
want to serve Westeros to criminals
forced to serve their time on the Wall.
When Jon Snow argues that it is the
duty of the Night's Watch to ally with
the wildlings and fight against the
White Walkers, the men he speaks to
think only of their own interest, with a
rigid understanding of their job that fails
to account for the changes beyond the
Wall. Like Jaime, Jon violates the oath
of the Night's Watch when he partners
with the wildlings. However, it’s the

men like Alliser Thorne and the othe

who plan to Kill Jon that truly betray

the organization's values and place the
realm in grave danger.
Ultimately, the Night's Watch can't

keep the White Walkers from crashing

through  Eastwatch-by-the-Sea  and
entering the realm, and the Kingsguard

which becomes the Queensguard under

Cersei—is incinerated by Daenerys and

her dragon at Kings Landing. Once
the war is over, there is no immediate
need for either the Night's Watch or the
Kingsguard to defend the realm or the

ision to continue both is

King, but the de
a testament to the values and principles

they represent.
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BONDS OF WESTEROS

TALISA

& RoBB

WHEN ROBB STARK MARCH

ourn toward King's Landing

and accepts the responsibility of bei

g “King in the North,”
he loses the right to marry for love. Given that none of the
five Kin,

the might of their own region, it is expected that Robb

n reasonably win the long war ahead with only

like Renly Baratheon with the Tyrells—will marry to build

alliances. When Robb's army is stopped at the Twins, he's

forced to make a deal to negotiate passage from Lord Walder

Frey. The price: Robb must marry one of Frey's daughters.

His mature decision secures him safe passage, but fate inter-

feres when he meets another girl and falls in love.

Robb meets Talisa Maegyr in the battlefield, where she

works as a medic tending to wounded soldie; alisa does

not seduce Robb so much as impress him. An immigrant

from Volanti:

she captures his attention by speaking her
mind, voicing her opinions on the state of Robb’s rebellion,

arguing with his

strategy, and eventually showing herself to
be a caring and intelligent woman. Despite being warned not
to break his engagement to a Frey, Robb marries Talisa in an
intimate ceremony, believing they share a connection that
le in an arranged marriage.

‘Talisaand Robb’s relationship is built on a fantasy. Despite
quickly developing a strong connection and conceivinga child,
Robb

political allian

id Talisa can never live happily ever after. Breaking

for love leads to harsh consequences, even
if Robb never suspects the lengths Walder Frey will go to

punish this betrayal.
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BONDS OF WESTEROS

WHEN THEON RETURNS TO T Iron Istanps, he doesn't

even recognize his sister, Yara. He returns “home;” having been
raised predominantly at Winterfell and fundamentally discon

nected from his heritage. As he unknowingly rides alongside his

sister, he flirts with her, and Yara happily plays along, seeking to
know more about this brother she hasn't seen in years.
Despite the patriarchal culture of the Tron Islands, Yara is
raised as a true ironborn, and she grows into a toughened leader.
As Balon Greyjoy's only remaining child, she is treated like a
son, encouraged to pillage along with the rest of Pyke as a key

commander. However, there is no guarantee she will inherit

her father’s power. While her gender does not stand in the way

of Yara becoming a reaver and a trusted advisor, she will be

blocked if Theon returns and | im to the Salt Throne.

‘Theon and Yara aren't

sed together, and they have
reason to distrust each other, yet their loyalty is the key to
their respective journeys. Balon disowns his son once Theon is
captured and tortured by Ramsay, but Yara sails to rescue him.

Although Theon has by then become the broken Reek, and he

refuses 1o es her attempt lays the foundation for

ape with h

their future relationship. This comes to fruition when Theon

escapes captivity and returns to the Iron Islands after his

father’s death—not to seek the Salt Throne, but to make up for

ister.

his past mistakes and support his

Yara and Theon are unsuccessful at stopping their uncle
Euron from laying claim to the Iron Islands and are forced
into exile with a small fleet of men loyal to them. While
journeying to seek support from Daenerys Targaryen in
Meereen, Yara sees her brother struggling to recover from his
past traumas, and she realizes that while Reek may be gone,
him to

the real Theon Greyjoy isn't yet returned. She pushes

find his true self, if he is truly going to fight this war by her
side as she knows he can.

Yara believes mbushes

n her brother, yet when Euror

the siblings’ fleet on their return to Westeros and takes Yara

ho

age, Theon's fear overwhelms him and he abandons her.
However, the reality of Yara's predicament wakes Theon from
his slumber, especially after a conversation with Jon Snow.

In a reversal of roles, Theon frees his sister and tells her to

return to the Iron Islands without him. The fact that Theon
arks at Winterfell

lives long enough to fight alongside the S

is a testament to his

ster’s belief in him, and Yara Greyjoy
lives to rule in Pyke due to her brother's bravery in the face of

immense trauma.
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slaves, Dacnerys must rule their cities, which requires respond-
ing to violent opposition to her rule. She eventually burns her
enemies, including the slave masters and the leaders of the
Dothraki who hold her prisoner. Thus, her first experience of
rulership is an ambiguous one, in which she has good inten-
tions but uses blunt force and fear to get her way.

When Daenerys arrives in Westeros, her leadership skills
are further tested. Her political alliances falter, and although
Jon bends the knee and she agrees to stand with the North to
fight the Night King and his army, the people of Winterfell do
not accept her as their queen. Instead, they gravitate toward
Jon Snow, who doesn’t want to lead them, even after he learns
he’s a Targaryen in his own right. One by one, Daenerys loses
vital allies, and she must witness the tragic deaths of Jorah,
Missandei, and her dragon Rhaegal. Furthermore, she loses
the trust of those closest to her and feels Jon’s romantic love
for her wither away. By the time the bells ring at King’s

Landing, signaling Cersei’s surrender, Daenerys sits atop her
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last remaining dragon, looking at the castle her ancestors

built, seeing only one path—ruling by fear. The people of
King’s Landing once drove her family from their lands, and
they still accept Cersei Lannister as their queen, so she believes
she must liberate them by force and take back what is right-
fully hers, breaking the wheel once and for all.

This unspeakably tragic decision cannot be explained
solely by the madness that runs through the Targaryen line
and that once claimed her father. Instead, her path is deter-
mined by the hardships she faced to reach this point, her lost
relationships, and her unmet expectations that the people of
Westeros would welcome and accept her leadership. Jon
Snow puts a knife through her heart both to save Westeros
and to save Daenerys from herself, since she is no longer
offering “liberation,” but only more death and destruction
Daenerys believes that she can bring about a better Westeros,
but in the end, she falls victim to the corrupt forces of the

Iron Throne.
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TENANTS OF WINTERFELL A

WHILE WINTERFELL IS THE ANCESTRAL HOME OF THE STARKS,

s forcibly occupied by both the Greyjoys and the
Boltons during the span of the War of the Five Kings, as the Starks are either killed or forced out of theit home.

HOUSE GREY|OY
Theon Greyjoy thinks he is proving himself to his father when
he returns to Winterfell and overtakes the castle after Robb’s
departure south. However, he struggles to assert his authority, and
more importantly, Winterfell is too far inland for the Greyjoys to
properly supply and fortify. This leaves Theon stranded, and his

men eventually sell him out to the Boltons.
HOUSE STARK

Under the Starks, Winterfell, built by Bran the Builder, is a lively
and active castle, supporting the surrounding region and anchoring
the North with strong Leadership built on a foundation of honor.






OEBPS/image_rsrc1ET.jpg





OEBPS/image_rsrc2X.jpg
ROBERT VS. RHAEGAR

WITH THE REBELLION IN FULL SWING, Robert Baratheon squares off against Prince
Rhaegar on the Trident in single combat. After shattering the young prince’s bejeweled
armor and killing him, Robert emerges victorious, becoming the face of the rebellion and
eventually ascending to the throne.

The tide of the war shifts following Rhaegar’s death, but King’s Landing doesn’t fall
until Tywin Lannister leads his forces into the city and his son Jaime—a member of Aerys’s
Kingsguard—murders the Mad King. Jaime’s betrayal, though it dishonors his reputation,
is in fact heroic given Aerys's plans to destroy the city. The siege of King’s Landing also
results in the brutal death of Elia Martell and her children, for which her brother Oberyn
demands justice years later. Tywin's betrayal of Aerys enables an uneasy alliance between
the Baratheons and Lannisters—sealed through Robert’s marriage to Cersei—that unravels
over time.

After her husband dies in Kings Landing, Queen Rhaella Targaryen flees to
Dragonstone, where she gives birth to her daughter, Daenerys, and dies in childbirth.
Stannis eventually lays siege to Dragonstone and claims it as his own, but by then Daenerys
and her brother Viserys are already safely smuggled across the Narrow Sea, a loose end that

allows the Targaryen line to survive and reemerge years later.
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AS ONE OF THE WEALTHIEST MEN IN WESTEROs, Tywin
Lannister gains political power by betraying King Aerys and
overseeing the siege of King's Landing during Robert’s
Rebellion. When the Lannisters gain control of the Iron
Throne following Robert’s death, Tywin helps organize the
brutal Red Wedding, which further secures his family’s
power over the Starks. While Tywin’s acts are pivotal in
reshaping the political landscape of Westeros, they come at
the cost of his relationships with his children, who are
embroiled in his quest for power.

Tywin’s betrothal of Cersei Lannister to Robert
Baratheon to secure his family’s power exemplifies Tywin's
calculating approach to politics. When Robert dies and
Cersei’s son Joffrey becomes king, Tywin still denies Cersei
any authority, asserting his power over the Iron Throne by
becoming the King’s Hand.

After Tywin wages war and makes political alliances to
secure Jaime’s safe return from captivity, he asks his son to

abandon his lifelong commitment to serve in the Kingsguard
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to instead serve as heir to Casterly Rock. When Jaime refuses,

Tywin disowns him and later manipulates him into agreeing
to his terms by threatening Tyrion’s life.

Tywin has always been hardest on his youngest son. He
refuses to acknowledge Tyrion’s strategic victory in the Battle
of the Blackwater, puts him on trial for Joffrey’s murder
despite knowing he is innocent, and convinces Shae, Tyrion’s
former lover, to testify against him. Rather than trying to
support Tyrion, Tywin shows a willful disdain for the son he
effectively disowns at birth.

Tywin’s death comes at a moment when all three of his
children rebel against him: Cersei threatens to reveal her
relationship with Jaime to avoid marrying Loras, Jaime sets
Tyrion free in order to protect his brother, and Tyrion shoots
Tywin with a crossbow for nearly having him executed for a
crime he didn’t commit—as well as mistreating him his entire
life. Tywin’s death frees his children from his immediate

influence, but they carry the cruel lessons his actions impart.
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Ptipn (_)f Faith

AS CONFLICT GRIPS THE SEVEN KINGDOMS OF WESTEROS,

two specific religions gain ascendency, as powerful as the

dragons and swords in the war at hand. Faith, however,

cuts both ways, depending on who wields it: for some,
religious belief is a source for good, while with others,
it’s a weapon that threatens disbelievers and even
Westeros itself.

The first glimpse of the Lord of Light’s following
comes on the beach at Dragonstone, and it thrives in Essos,
where Red Priests preach his power on street corners in
hopes of converting passersby. After arriving in Westeros,
Melisandre’s power is pure prophecy: she believes that “the
Prince That Was Promised” is Stannis Baratheon. She
doesn’t seem to be driven by the need for personal power;
she’s single-minded in her desire to clear the path for
Stannis, killing Renly Baratheon and cursing other
would-be kings. When Stannis is beaten, she’s visibly
stunned that her Lord may have led her astray. She soon
finds another possible “prince” in Jon Snow, but unsure of
her path, she leaves Westeros, hoping to discover her role in
the coming fight against the Night King and his army.

Despite her dark methods, Melisandre works in the
best interest of humanity. However, the High Sparrow
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emerges as a fundamentalist adherent of the Faith of the
Seven, the ruling religion in much of Westeros, someone
who ostensibly embodies the religion’s humility and self-
lessness. Yet the Sparrow is motivated by power, angling to
reestablish the Faith Militant and enforce its rules. While
the Faith frowns on brothels, and the men who frequent
them, the Faith Militant brutalizes those inside under the
guise of religion. Although the High Sparrow’s leadership
emerges out of discontent with the ruling class, he does not
lead a rebellion of values; he simply creates a different form
of oppression. If not for Cersei Lannister’s destruction of
the Great Sept of Baelor, this may have festered into an
even greater corruption.

While the methods Melisandre uses appear as dark
magic, the Red Priestess’ religion proves to be the critical
difference in the Battle of Winterfell. Melisandre lights
the fires that protect the castle, while Beric Dondarrion—
six times resurrected by another Red Priest, Thoros of
Myr—dies saving Arya Stark, ensuring she can fulfill
Melisandre’s prophecy of killing the Night King and
destroying his army. While the Lord of Light’s power may
seem unnatural or corrupt to the people of Westeros, it

ends up saving the realm.
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BRAN

STARK

As THE SECOND SON OF NED STARK, Bran Stark isn't destined

to be Lord of Winterfell. But his fate takes a bleak turn when

he discovers Jaime and Cersei Lannister’s relationship, and he’s
pushed from a tower and crippled from the fall. Afterward,
Bran does more than merely survive; he starts a journey that
leads to something bigger than himself, bigger than Winterfell,
and even bigger than Westeros.

Bran's recovery is a long road, but it gets longer as his
family leaves Winterfell one by one. Then Bran is forced to flee
after Theon Greyjoy’s betrayal. With the help of Hodor and the

wildling Osha, Bran travels north and soon meets Meera and

Jojen Reed, who have come looking for Bran. Jojen has “the
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sight,” the ability to see the pas

, present, and future, and he
helps Bran realize that his dreams of a three-eyed raven are not

random. Bran, too, has the capacity for the sight, along with

the ability to warg, or to place his consciousness into the minds

of animals. Jojen's mission is to get Bran beyond the Wall to the

ed Raven, who hopes to train Bran to take over his

role: to ovel

see Westeros's past and protect the realm against

unimaginable thre

, like the gathering army of the dead.
‘This responsibility does not come without consequences.
Hodor and Bran's direwolf Summer lose their lives defending
him when White Walkers arrive to murder the Three-Eyed
Raven, leaving Bran the last remaining link between Westeros
and its past. When Bran does return to Winterfell to help

protect the realm ag:

ainst the threat of the Night King, he
isn't the same: burdened with the knowledge of the past,
he becomes emotionally distant, unable to engage with his

siblings and with Meera. Bran's acceptance of a new identity
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“When the snows fall
and the white

winds blow,

the lone wolf dies,
but the pack survives.

SANSA STARK






OEBPS/image_rsrc1UE.jpg





OEBPS/image_rsrcFC.jpg
OBERUN MARTELL

KNOWN AS THE RED VIPER OF DORNE, Oberyn Martell is a
distinctive member of the Martells, the ruling family of the
southernmost kingdom of Westeros. Oberyn, like the rest
of the Dornish, lives free of society’s expectations. Although
his daughters are born of other women in addition to his
lover Ellaria Sand, Oberyn acknowledges them all and
treats them with respect, training them to become warriors
in his own image. While he is in a relationship with Ellaria,
it is an open and sexually fluid relationship in which both
sleep with either gender. Oberyn’s life follows no preor-
dained plan, except for his commitment to avenging a life
lost years earlier.

Oberyn arrives at King’s Landing to attend Joffrey’s
wedding—and afterward to represent Dornish interests on
Tommen'’s small council—but he is primarily motivated by
retribution. He wants to avenge his sister, Elia Martell, who
was murdered by Gregor Clegane, an act for which Oberyn
holds House Lannister responsible. For this reason, he jumps
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at the opportunity to face off against the Mountain as
Tyrion’s champion during his trial for Joffrey’s murder,
despite the very likely possibility of his death.

Oberyn Martell loses his duel with the Mountain in
gruesome fashion. However, before his death, Oberyn finds
the truth he sought, as the Mountain admits to killing Elia
and her children. Those answers offer little solace to a dis-
traught Ellaria, who later murders Oberyn’s brother, Doran,
and takes control of Dorne to enact revenge of her own.

Within Westeros, Oberyn sets himself apart by operat-
ing outside the norms of courtly society and putting the
honor of his family above even his own safety right up until
his final, grisly death, a moment of both triumph and defeat.
Oberyn’s death is not in vain, as he sets into motion a series
of events that will see those responsible for Elia’s death pun-
ished, if not as swiftly as he would have hoped.
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WINTERFELL
Jon Snow doesn’t really want to be Kingin
the North, but he accepts the mantle and
sets up in the Great Hall of Winterfell. His
throne’s minimalist quality is befitting his
northern roots—a simple chair for a king
who wants a simple life. When Sansa Stark
becomes Queen in the North, the chair is
replaced with a carved direwolf throne,
signifying the North’s independent yet
equally powerful status in Westeros.

THE IRON THRONE
The intimidating image of this sword-constructed
throne is meant to strike fear in those who seek it
and to foster respect for those brave enough to sit on
it. In the end, 2s Bran the Broken charts a new path
for Westeros, he does so without the Iron Throne, a
monument to an era of war and suffering.

DN
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“THE BEAR AND THE MAIDEN FAIR”

While “The Bear and the Maiden Fair” is first heard being sung by Locke’s men when [aime and
Brienne are held captive, this traditional Westerosi drinking song comes to life when it’s played over the
scene where Brienne is forced to battle a bear at Harrenhal, before Jaime returns to help her escape.

A bear there was, a bear, a bear!
Allblack and brown and covered in hair!
Three boys, a goat, and a dancing bear!
They danced and spun, right to the fair!
Oh, sweet she was, and pure, and fair!
The maid with honey up in her hair!

He smelled her on the summer air!

The maid with honey up in her hair!

From there, to here. From here! To there!
All black and brown and covered in hair!
He smelled that girl on the summer air!
The bear! The bear!

The maiden fair!

Oh, I’'m a maid, and I’m pure and fair!
P’lL never dance with a hairy bear!
| called a knight, but you’re a bear!

Allblack and brown and covered in hair!

He lifted her high in the air!

He sniffed and roared and he smelled
her there!

She kicked and wailed, the maid so fair!
When he licked the honey from her hair!

From there to here. From here! To there!

Allblack and brown and covered with hair!
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He smelled that girl on the summer air!
The bear! The bear!

The maiden fair!

And the bear, the bear!
The maiden fair!
And the bear, the bear!

She sighed and she squealed and

she kicked the air!

Then she sang: My bear! My bear so fair!
And off they went into the summer air!
The bear, the bear

And the maiden fair!

From there to here. From here! To there!
All black and brown and covered in hair!
He smelled that girl on the summer air!
The bear! The bear!

The maiden fair!

And the bear, the bear!
The maiden fair!
And the bear, the bear!
The maiden fair!

And the bear, the bear!
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THE NIGHT

KING

Tue Nicut KInG 1s A mysterious, supremely dangerous figure.
In one of his visions, Bran Stark witnesses his “birth.” The Children

of the Forest—the original inhabitants of Westeros—find the First

Men encroaching on their lands. The Children use their magic to
create a way to better defend themselve
4
ritual that transforms him into another being entirely. As his

s. They plunge a dragon-

dagger into the heart of one of the First Men, a torturous

eyes
turn blue, he becomes the first of the White Walkers. Over time,
the White Walkers emerge as a threat to all life, with the Night
King as their leader.

‘The Night King possesses enormous power, possibly because
he is the original White Walker, cr

ated by the Children millenia
ago. He turns human babies into White Walkers with a mere touch
and reanimates the dead into wights with a gesture. Whether in
his encounter with Jon Snow at Hardhome or with Daenerys
Targaryen and her dragons, the Night King is in complete control
of every situation. However, little is known about his motives.
When the Night King march
those who defend Winterfell. Bran believes that the Night King

outh, this question haunts

wants to destroy the Three-Eyed Raven and erase the history of
Westeros, plunging the realm into a long night and wiping the
Seven Kingdoms from existence. Daenerys believes, incorrectly,
that dragonfire will destroy him. When he approaches Bran in the

godswood at Winterfell, the fate of We:

s hangs in the balance.
At the very last moment, the Night King falls. Not a dragon
but a wolf stops him, as Arya Stark plunges the dagger that
nearly killed her brother into the same place the Children of
the Forest plunged the dragonglass that made the Night King
thousands of years before. When the Night King dies, everything
he has created—the White Walkers, the wights, the ice dragon-
disintegrate, falling into memory. The mystery of the Night King
is left unsolved; he is simply the embodiment of destruction, a
nihilistic threat that forces the many fueding parties of Westeros

0 finally band together.
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DORNE

CEPOEODOCECBOCOCEOOEGEE0EEBO

The southernmost of the Seven Kingdoms is also the most unique. Dornish cus-
toms differ greatly from those of other regions: they believe in equal inheritance
for male and female heirs, they are less concerned with extramarital relation-
ships, children born out of wedlock aren’t seen as outcasts, and they are more
sexually fluid. Having evaded King Aegon I’s conquest, Dorne is ablle to retain its
independence and eventually joins the Seven Kingdoms through a peaceful mar-
riage alliance. However, thousands of years later, Dorne’s leadership is wiped

out, leaving a new prince to rebuild in a changing Westeros.

Foa of. Beorne
THE STEPSTONES
The legendary “Arm of Dome” is a land bridge that once linked SUNSPEAR
Westeros and Essos. It is said that the First Men crossed this land Sunspear is the capital of Dorne and the former seat of
bridge into Westeros twelve thousand years ago and encountered the House Martell, the ruling family, until Ellaria Sand and
Children of the Forest. After the destruction of the Arm of Dorne, all the Sand Snakes stage a coup to secure power in Dorne

that remains is a string of islands called the Stepstones. following Oberyn Martell’s death.
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Bay of Dragons

Viserys Targaryen

Khal Drogo

Vaes Dothrak

The Dragons

Armies of Essos

Siege of Meereen

Oldtown & Braavos

Jorah Mormont

Greyscale

Bonds of Westeros: Missandei & Grey Worm
The Sons of the Harpy

Varys

Targaryen Battles in Westeros
Loot Train Attack

Weapons of Westeros & Essos

Bonds of Westeros: Daenerys & Jon Snow

PART Il: THE NORTH AND BEYOND THE WALL
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And who are you, the proud lord said,
that | must bow so low?

Only a cat of a different coat,

that’s all the truth | know.

In a coat of gold or a coat of red,*®

a lion still has claws,

And mine are long and sharp, my lord,

A:ot Wwo any (o

@:.{— woi M yovwyo wep

Both the Lannisters and House Reyne had lions as

sigils—the former yellow, the Latter red.

Castamere was the seat of House Reyne, located north of

Casterly Rock.

Tywin wiped out the entirety of House Reyne,
not unlike how Arya would do the same for House Frey

in response to the Red Wedding.

as long and sharp as yours.

And so he spoke, and so he spoke,
that Lord of Castamere,®®

But now the rains weep o’er his hall,
with no one there to hear.

Yes, now the rains weep o’er his hall,

and not a soul to hear.®**

¥ Cersei reveals the origins of the song to
intimidate Margaery Tyrell ahead of her wedding
to Joffrey.

¥ While various soldiers such as Bronn and Thoros
sing the song and tout its longevity, it’s most
haunting when it’s played by the musicians
at the Red Wedding to signal the start of the
massacre.

¥ When Jaime confronts Olenna Tyrell after the
fall of Highgarden, she quotes the song, noting
how her own house is falling much like House
Reyne did in the song.
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BALON & EUR

As Lorp orF THE IRON IsLanps, Balon Greyjoy is the
very definition of a nuisance to the Iron Throne. Though
he declares open rebellion in the years following Robert’s
Rebellion, he will never be able to conquer Westeros: he
simply sees instability and a chance to become king of
the Iron Islands. Balon's hubris leads to a bloody war that
claims the lives of all of his sons but Theon. The young
Greyjoy is taken from Pyke and made ward of Ned Stark at
Winterfell to keep Balon from waging another war in the
future.

216

on GREy)oy

Balon's entry into the War of the Five Kings isn't an act
of revenge on behalf of his captive son. Rather, Balon again
sees in the chaos another opportunity to enhance his reach
and power. Though he shows little admiration for Theon
upon his son's return to Pyke, he respects his daughter, Yara,
who emerges as a pivotal leader in her brother's absence.
Ultimately, Balon fights solely for himself, waging a petty
and futile war. This ends only when his brother Euron
reemerges after a long absence and tosses Balon to his death

in order to proceed with a war of his own.
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MELISANDRE

MELISANDRE OF ASSHAI IS AN ENIGMA. When the Red
Priestess first appears alongside Stannis Baratheon on
Dragonstone, anointing him as “the Prince That Was
Promised” by the Lord of Light, it is unclear where she
comes from or what powers she wields. Her religion is for-
eign to Westeros, but her prophetic gifts have made her
one of Stannis’s most trusted advisors, a role she plays with
utmost confidence. Melisandre herself doesn’t completely
grasp the powers of the Lord of Light—she utterly fails
Stannis, yet miraculously brings Jon Snow back to life,
redefining the war while simultaneously redefining her
own identity.

Melisandre’s power is unquestionable. In her clearest
demonstration of her abilities, she gives birth to a shadow
that murders Renly Baratheon, removing a threat to Stannis’s
claim to the throne. However, time proves Melisandre’s power
to also be uncertain. Her prophecy of Stannis’s victory
withers in the harsh winter during his siege of Winterfell,
and Stannis falls in battle even after Melisandre convinces
him to sacrifice his own daughter to the Lord of Light to
secure victory. She returns to Castle Black disgraced and her
faith shaken, removing her signature red necklace to reveal
her true self: an old woman, weak and insecure, hiding

behind magic to exude power. In the midst of her lowest

moment, she is called on to perform her most powerful act of
magic: bringing Jon Snow back to life after he is killed by
mutinous members of the Night’s Watch. This becomes her
greatest achievement, despite her having no clue how or why
she is able to complete the ritual in question.

Banished from the North after Jon learns of her role in
Shireen’s death, Melisandre embarks on a new journey of
self-discovery. She travels to Dragonstone to parley with
Daenerys Targaryen, and she learns that the Lord of Light’s
prophecy of “the Prince That Was Promised” could refer to
either a prince or a princess, depending on one’s translation.
However, rather than stay to see Daenerys and Jon unite as
she intended, she mysteriously departs for Essos, while telling
Varys that she believes she will die in Westeros.

However, Melisandre has no intention of dying in vain.
She arrives in Winterfell as the Night King and his army
approach, and she uses her abilities to bring the Lord of
Light’s fire to the forces defending humanity from destruc-
tion. In the darkest moment, when all seems hopeless, she
makes Arya Stark the subject of her prophecy, alluding to
Arya’s successful attack on the Night King. Having fulfilled
her purpose to the Lord of Light, Melisandre walks into the
snow and removes her necklace to die in her true form, finally
at peace with her Lord and her role in this war.






OEBPS/image_rsrcUS.jpg





OEBPS/image_rsrcZ7.jpg
NED STARK
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WHEN ROBERT BarRATHEON arrives at Winterfell to ask
Ned Stark to serve as Hand of the King, Ned has been
peacefully serving as Warden of the North since Robert’s
Rebellion. Ned is well respected by the northern lords, and
he has settled into a life of domestic happiness, protecting
the North and espousing the values that he believes will
see the North through the long winter ahead. The only
blemish on his sterling record is his illegitimate son, Jon
Snow, but the hidden truth about Jon only reaffirms Ned's
honesty and honor. However, his steadfast adherence to
those values may win him admiration, but they also doom
him to his fate.

Ned Stark grudgingly agrees to become Hand of the
King out of his sense of duty to his king and his friend,
but he also intends to use the post as a means to inves-
tigate the murder of his mentor and father figure, Jon
Arryn. In Winterfell, duty matters above the interests of
any individual, but in King’s Landing, Ned’s responsibilities
shift to managing an immense bureaucracy that has little
respect for the honor Ned stakes his life on.

From the moment that Ned arrives to serve Robert, it
is clear that deceit is the dominant mode of politics and
alliances shift with the wind. After Robert's death, a more
pragmatic man might have fled King’s Landing, realizing
that the political fallout will endanger him and anyone
else loyal to Robert—but Ned is stubborn in his belief that
what is “right” will win out, ignoring suggestions by those
more attuned to King's Landing’s politics who implore

152

him to take more decisive action. By placing his trust in
Littlefinger, Ned reveals he never learns the rules of King’s
Landing.

Once he makes the decision to publicly question
Joffrey’s parentage, Ned Stark never has a chance of
walking out of King’s Landing alive. Cersei understands
the ramifications of executing Ned and offers his exile
to the Night's Watch as a politically shrewd way to avoid
sparking outright rebellion. Sansa begs for her fathers
life, and once again Ned makes a choice for his family by
agreeing to recant his accusations against Joffrey if Sansa
won't be hurt. However, Joffrey is an impetuous, arrogant,
and unruly king, not unlike the Mad King Aerys who killed
Ned's father and brother. Fueled by a screaming crowd
demanding justice and the looming threats of Robert
Baratheon’s brothers, King Joffrey recklessly executes Ned
and sparks the War of the Five Kings. Ned's death could
have been avoided if he was a less honorable man, but in
this tragedy, he becomes a cautionary tale.

Everything Ned Stark does is driven by his singular
nobility, so it comes as no surprise to learn that he claims
his sister Lyanna’s son with Rhaegar Targaryen, Jon Snow,
as his own illegitimate child. Even though it will bring
him shame, Ned protects the baby from those who would
have seen him as a threat against the throne. However, any
lessons his children might learn from Ned’s selflessness
must be reconciled with the pitfalls of being honorable in a
world as dangerous as this one.
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WHEN SAM FIRST ENTERS the library of the Citadel, he sees a large astrolabe, along
with several similar astrolabes, high above the working maesters. Fringed with metal
blades, like a sun, and encircled by four rotating bands etched with designs, this
bright orb depicts the history of Westeros, detailing the rise and fall of kings and
queens. The astrolabe pictured to the left is featured in the show’s opening title
sequence, offering a closer look at these symbolic depictions. When the series’ credits
changed for its final season, a new astrolabe appeared, this time telling the story of

the series thus far.
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reflects his sense of honor: Jaime rides north to stand beside
Brienne of Tarth and the remaining Stark family, whom he
once waged war against, to protect the realm. He keeps his
oath to Daenerys, takes responsibility for his past actions, and
knights Brienne of Tarth in an act of respect and love.

However, after the Bartle of Winterfell, Jaime makes a
choice that reflects his enduring love and loyalty for Cersei,
which overrides honor and heroism, his desire to repent for his
past sins, and his connection with Brienne. Hoping to save his
sister’s life, Jaime returns to Cersei in King’s Landing as the
city is under attack by Daenerys. Though he fails, Jaime dies
protecting his sister, his lover, and his queen, an act of devotion
that embodies the complex values he stakes his life on from the
beginning.
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HOUSE OF BLACK AND WHITE
This temple, dedicated to the Many-Faced God, is also
home to religious assassins known as the Faceless Men,
who are central to Arya Stark’s growth as an assassin.
Inside the black and white doors, believed to be made of
weirwood, a central atrium is lined with statues of gods
from different faiths, all of which represent death. The
Faceless Men believe that these are all faces of the same
god: the Many-Faced God of Death. These gods include
the Stranger from the Faith of the Seven, a weirwood
face for the Old Gods of the Forest, the Drowned God of
the Iron Islands, the flaming heart of the Lord of Light,
the Black Goat of Qohor, the Lion of Night from Yi Ti,
and the Weeping Woman of Lys.

THE IRON BANK
Formed when Braavos was still a “secret city,” the
Iron Bank is the richest bank in the world.

Since Robert Baratheon’s reign, the bank has
funded the Iron Throne, as well as various clients
across Westeros and Essos. Originally built on the
site of a former iron mine, the main bank has since
moved locations but still possesses a vault on the
original site.
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Braavos

THE TITAN OF BRAAVOS
This incredibly large, four-hundred-foot-tall statue marks and protects the entrance to

the harbor. Guarded by watchmen and armed men inside, the Titan
in Braavos.

major landmark

BRAAVOS
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Braavos is the wealthiest and most powerful of the Free Cities. Consisting of hun-

dreds of small islands connected by stone bridges, the city was originally formed in

secret by slave refugees who fought their Valyrian captors. Today, Braavosi are sea-

farers and skilled swordsmen who honor one hundred different gods, reflecting

their diverse ancestry.
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SAMWELL

TARLY

SAMWEL

TARLY 1s THE FIRsTBORN son of Lord Randyll

Tarly of Horn Hill and by rights should be his heir. However,

Samwell turns out to be a kindhearted boy with a mind for

joining the Night's Watch or risk his father arranging his

murder to ensure that his brother, Dickon, inherits Horn

Hill instead. What Sam doesn't realize is that his father is

doing him an immense favor: although Sam arrives at the
Wall an outcast, the lessons he learns there transform him
into a crucial figure in the battle against the White Walkers.

This transformation does not happen immediately.

Sam struggles through bz

c training until he finds

support
from Jon Snow and camaraderie with Pyp and Grenn.

Once

igned as a steward to the blind and aging Maester

Aemon, Sams scholarly interests prove incredibly valuable.

His research in the Castle Black library helps the Night's
Watch understand the appearance of wights and the rising
threat of the White Walkers. While his military-minded
father doesn't value Sam’s learnedness, it makes Sam an

essential, valued a member of the Night's Watch.

Sam also emerges as an unexpected hero. Beyond the
Wall, he bravely fells a White Walker with dragonglass,
protecting the wildling Gilly and her newborn baby boy. Not

wanting the boy to be sacrificed to the White Walkers,

brings Gilly and the baby with him back to Castle Black, and
then on to the Citadel in Oldtown, where he trains to be the
new maester of the Watch following Aemon's death.

On the road to Oldtown, Sam returns to the family home,

but his pride in what he’s accomplished and his family with

Gilly does little to impress his father. Sam quickly leaves with
Gilly, but not before stealing his father’s sword, Heartsbane.
He may not be the son Randyll Tarly wants, but Sam is proud

of the man he has become. He takes the sword because he

believes he's earned it by charting his own path with honor.

When his training at the Citadel is slowed by conser-
vative maesters who dismiss Sam’s warnings about White
Walkers beyond the Wall, Sam steals books from the
forbidden library and consumes them at night. From these

books, Sam (and Gilly) discovers the truth about Jon Snow’s

parentage, pushing him to leave the Citadel and travel north.

When Sam arrives at Winterfell, he tells his friend the truth,

and after learning that Dacnerys murdered his father and

brother during the Loot Train Attack, Sam is one of the first
to see the danger of the Dragon Queen.
Sam is far from comfortable on the front lines of the Battle

of Winterfell, but he survives,

and it’s integral that he does:

more than anyone but the Three-Eyed Raven, Sam under-

stands the importance of Westeross history for its future. He

may not have been destined to wield Heartsbane in battle, but
he is needed to help tell the story of this war, and there is no
one better suited to the task. Sam gives the official history of
Westeros its name, and as Grand Maester in King’s Landing,
he will sit beside Bran the Broken to continue writing the

chapters of the story that come after “A Song of Ice and Fire."
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GAME OF THRONES is a story about the
ruling class: kings, queens, and the peo-
ple who serve them directly. There is
little attention to the farmers, laborers,
and others whose lives are embroiled in
the wars started by those rulers.
However, in King's Landing and in
Meereen, there are significant glimpses
of the class struggles that are founda-
tional to this society.

In King’s Landing, the public dis-
dain for Cersei is par for the course;
considered cold and distant, she takes
such hatred for herself and her children
in stride. However, she feels differently
when she sees Margaery fashioning her-
self as a queen of the people, and the
posture solidifies Cersei’s hatred for her
daughter-in-law. After Cersei’s walk of

atonement, where she is forced to

Class Conﬂi'ct

withstand both physical and psychologi-
cal attacks from people who already
loathe her, she rules with zero regard for
their well-being. She kills hundreds of
innocents in her destruction of the Great
Sept of Baelor, and she willingly risks the
fate of Westeros by refusing to join the
war against the White Walkers.

By comparison, Daenerys Targaryen
empathizes with the common people of
Slaver’s Bay. She frees the slaves from
their masters and restores a more egali-
tarian social order in Meereen and
beyond. However, maintaining this new
order is a constant struggle; when she
arrives in Westeros to claim the Iron
Throne, she must start anew. In
Westeros, Daenerys is marked by the
infamous reputation of her family name.
She knows she could immediately end

the war by taking her dragons to King’s
Landing, but she follows Tyrion’s advice
against this, as he warns her not to
become the “Queen of Ashes.”

However, when events undermine
her high-minded approach to power,
Daenerys unleashes her dragons to get
her way: she destroys a caravan of sup-
plies, which the people of King’s Landing
need to survive the coming winter, and
she massacres all the people who refuse
to bend the knee to her. Since the com-
mon people have no intention of
embracing her—the people of King’s
Landing continue to support Cersei
Lannister, and the people of the North
gravitate toward Jon Snow—she decides
that the only way for her to rule Westeros
is as the Queen of Ashes, burning the
people she sought to liberate and destroy-
ing her enemies without mercy.

Despite his loyalty, even Jon Snow
cannot abide this transformation in
Daenerys, and he kills her. Afterward, as
the leaders of Westeros discuss who
should rule, Samwell Tarly briefly sug-
gests that the common people should
have a say. No, democracy does not come
to Westeros, but most seem to learn the
lessons of Cersei and Daenerys. They
vote for a ruler who might create a more
prosperous future for all people and
avoid the cycle of war and violence that
has so far defined the realm.
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as its leader, and he pledges allegiance to Daenerys Targaryen,
despite Sansa’s misgivings about the Dragon Queen’s motives.

Sansa once imagined her children ruling Westeros, but
in fact she becomes a ruler. After surviving the Battle of
Winterfell, and watching from afar as her concerns about

Daenerys come to pz

s, she arrives at King’s Landing to defend
the two things that are important to her: her family and her
home. Like everyone, she is surprised when Tyrion suggests
that her brother Bran be named ruler of Westeros, but she
supports her brother’s ascension to the throne. Maybe, Sansa
realizes, she was never meant to rule the realm, so she asserts
the independence of her homeland and decides to lead her

people into a new era as the Queen in the North.

164

SANSA’S LETTER HOME

After Robert Baratheon’s death, when Ned Stark is imprisoned after his

failed attempt to undermine the Lannisters’ claim to the Iron Throne, Sansa
becomes vulnerable. In this moment, Cersei Lannister sees the opportunity
to use the young girl to her advantage, calling Sansa’s loyalty into question
and making a request that isn’t a request at all. Sansa has no choice but to do
as Cersei asks, writing a letter to her mother and brother reporting her
father’s treason and asking them to swear fealty to her beloved |offrey.

In this moment, Sansa Stark begins her journey of survival, doing what
is necessary to stay alive in order to eventually fight back against her
oppressors. When the letter arrives at Winterfell, her family never ques-
tions her loyalty: there is no doubt in their mind that Sansa has been
coerced into writing the letter, and Robb Stark declares war on the
Lannisters instead of bending the knee.

However, years later, the letter resurfaces in Winterfell after Sansa and
Arya are reunited. Littlefinger uses it to manipulate the sisters, and for a
brief moment Arya actually seems to believe it’s evidence of her sister’s lack
of commitment to their family. In the end, the sisters band together against
Littlefinger, and it’s poetic justice that Littlefinger is undone by the very
Letter he is instrumental in getting Sansa to write.
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THEON GREY)JOY, SON OF BaLon Grevjoy of the Iron
Islands, grows up with the Starks in Winterfell, where he
is a political prisoner as a consequence of his father's failed
rebellion when Theon was a child. Theon is well fed and
properly dressed and shares a camaraderie with the older
Stark boys, Robb and Jon Snow. However, when the Starks
hurl themselves into war, Theon betrays his adopted family
and claims Winterfell for the Greyjoys, in an attempt to gain
his father’s favor and prove his loyalty to House Greyjoy. The
decision marks the end of Theon's subservience to the Starks
and the weakening of his moral well-being.

‘Theon'’s takeover of the North goes from bad to worse:
he embarrasses himself struggling to execute Ser Rodrik
in the courtyard, and later he lets Bran and Rickon escape
while Osha seduces him. Though Theon pretends to be the
ruthless rebel, possessing the traits of the pillaging culture
of the Iron Islands, it’s clear his time with the Starks has
instilled in him a stricter moral code. He's forced to grapple
with his behavior as his failed takeover of Winterfell loses
the support of his father. He is neither Stark nor Greyjoy.

When his own men disgustedly turn him over to Roose
Bolton's illegitimate son, Ramsay Snow, Theon becomes his
prisoner and is subjected to torture and maiming at the hands
of a sociopath. Theon's physical pain is matched by the psycho-
logical wounds Ramsay inflicts; the ongoing torture reduces

Theon to the pitiful “Reek.” Inhabiting a shattered body and

soul, Reek even resists a rescue attempt by his sister, Yara.
Sansa Stark’s arrival at Winterfell triggers the reemer-

gence of Theon Greyjoy. At first, as Reek, he can only

uncomfortably observe Ramsay'’s torture and degradation of
Sansa, his new wife. Eventually Sansas insistence that he can
redeem himself gets Theon to leave Reek behind, and Theon
helps her escape the Bolton prison and head to Castle Black.

While Theon is free to join Yara as she fights their uncle
Euron's claim to the Iron Islands, reclaiming his identity is
much more complicated. When Euron ambushes their fleet,
‘Theon reverts to the cowardly Reek, fleeing while his sister
is taken hostage. Eventually, a conversation about honor and
family with Jon Snow at Dragonstone frees Theon from the
prison of his past, and he sets sail to rescue Yara.

After saving his sister, rather than return to the Iron
Islands, Theon chooses to return to Winterfell to stand
alongside the Stark family as they face off against the Night
King's army. During that battle, Theon dies in the godswood
defending Bran from the White Walkers, a role he volun-
teers for despite the tremendous risk. While Theon lives his
life trapped between Stark and Greyjoy, he dies with the
fighting spirit of the latter and is laid to rest with a Stark pin
on his chest, placed there by Sansa. It's a tribute to the man
he found amid the wreckage of the man he was.
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As THE MATRIARCH of one of Westeros’s oldest and wealth-
iest families, Olenna Tyrell has a sharp reputation among
the political elite in King’s Landing. Known as the “Queen
of Thorns” for her cutting remarks and willingness to speak
her mind, Olenna accompanies her granddaughter to King’s
Landing when Margaery is betrothed to King Joffrey
Baratheon. Although Olenna’s son, Mace, is technically the
head of House Tyrell, and her grandson, Loras, its heir, it is
clear that Olenna controls the family’s future, working
behind the scenes to secure her granddaughter’s safety and
her family’s position in power.

Beneath her wit and sarcasm, Olenna is a shrewd politi-
cal observer. She wastes no time assessing the potential
danger Joffrey represents to Margaery, gaining the trust of
Sansa Stark to obtain insight into the boy king’s violent ten-
dencies. Understanding the power her family holds, thanks
to Highgarden's wealth and the food it supplies to King’s
Landing, she wields it with efficiency, meeting with politi-
cal operatives from all sides in the buildup to Joffrey and

“Tell Cersei.
I want her to know

it was me.”

OLENNA TYRELL

OLENNA TYRELL

64

Margaery’s wedding. Olenna’s strategic mind-set and politi-
cal acumen is often underestimated, which she uses to her
advantage by working with Littlefinger to take control of
her granddaughter’s future.

However, Olenna watches that control slip away as
Margaery attempts to navigate her role as Tommen’s queen,
with Cersei jostling for power over her son and the Iron
Throne. Margaery is her grandmother’s pupil, shrewd and
cunning in her own right, but unlike Olenna, she is not
underestimated. Cersei recognizes the threat Margaery rep-
resents and has both her and Loras arrested by the Faith
Militant. Olenna works stealthily to secure her granddaugh-
ter’s release, yet Margaery ultimately sends her away, and
Olenna is forced to the sidelines as Cersei does the unthink-
able and destroys the Great Sept of Baelor—and with it, the
future of House Tyrell. Left as the last defender of her fam-
ily, Olenna aligns herself with Daenerys Targaryen and
enters into open rebellion against the Lannisters.

Her rebellion ends quickly: the Lannisters march on
Highgarden unexpectedly, securing the Tyrell gold and
effectively wiping House Tyrell off the map. Olenna
Tyrell, however, does not go quietly. When Jaime Lannister
arrives to end her life after the dust settles on the battle-
field, she drinks the poison he offers and drops abombshell:
it was she who poisoned Joffrey, and her final wish is that
Cersei Lannister knows that the Queen of Thorns ended
her son’s life. Although she “loses” the game of thrones,
Olenna Tyrell proves she is a greater force than anyone
gives her credit for.
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~QUEENSCROWN

THE SHADOW TOWER
This castle is located on the western end of the
Wall, near the Frostfang Mountains. Qhorin
Halfhand is the leading ranger of the Shadow
Tower, until Jon kills him in a duel while

THE WALL

0POEOPOEOEHIONOORCECDNOONOEGEREEREEA0E

The Wall is Westeros’s last stand. Stretching across three hundred miles of its attempting to infiltrate the free folk.
northernmost border, the massive, approximately seven-hundred-foot-tall structure
of ice is manned by the Night’s Watch and protects the realm, as it has for thousands

THE NIGHTFORT

of years. According to legend, the Wall was constructed following the Long Night by The Nightfort is one of several abandoned
Bran the Builder and the Children of the Forest using a mix of magic and the ordinary. castles along the Wall. Samwell Tarly and Bran
The main threat in recent years has been the incursion of wildling clans. However, the Stark cross paths using its secret tunnels in order
rise of the White Walkers makes the Wall a crucial line of defense in the Great War. to cross through the Wall in opposite directions.
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daughter Roslin, but the bloodbath at Edmure Tully’s
wedding to Roslin is not revenge for a broken marriage
pact. Tywin Lannister conspires with the Boltons to
commit the crimes so the Freys will withdraw their
troops and betray the North—in exchange for clemency
and money. When the Starks arrive for the wedding and
share salt and bread with their host—the ancient custom

of guest right—they feel they will be safe. Under guest
right, anyone who is served food and drink beneath
one’s roof cannot be harmed. However, Walder betrays
this most sacred social custom, an affront to centuries

of tradition, akin to “breaking the laws of both gods and
men.” Frey’s part in the Red Wedding makes him a focus
of hatred and disgust by the rest of the North, weakening
what power he obtains in the deal.

The wheel of revenge turns slowly; sneaking into
a feast at the Twins, Arya feeds Walder his own sons
in a pie and murders him in the same manner that he
murdered her mother and brother. When Arya then takes
on Walder's face to poison the men of his household, she
deftly wipes out a parasitic family.
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Stripped of his name and the status it confers, Tyrion sails
to Essos to discover his role in this war, if not as a Lannister.
What he finds is Daenerys Targaryen and the beginning of a
partnership that offers Tyrion a purpose that his own family
never provides. While his father and siblings generally ignore
Tyrion’s counsel, Daenerys listens eagerly to his strategy and
diplomacy as she struggles to hold on to power in Meereen and
plots her takeover of Westeros. Tyrion believes in Daenerys,
and he rules Meereen on her behalf in her absence and agrees
to serve as Hand of the Queen when she sails to Westeros.

Tyrion goes to Westeros on his own terms, defining his
identity as the war enters its final throes, but it isn’t the home-
coming he imagines. He struggles to reconcile his queen’s goals
with the complicated nature of Westerosi politics, and he con-
tinually underestimates his sister Cersei’s ruthlessness. Tyrion’s
insistence that he knows his sister is proven wrong time and
time again, resulting is a series of military defeats. Daenerys
finally questions his counsel after Cersei fails to respect the
armistice agreement and refuses the call for peace after the
Battle of Winterfell. Tyrion’s blind trust in Cersei’s humanity
leads Daenerys down a dangerous path, and he watches in

horror as Daenerys’s campaign turns into a massacre and his
guidance fails to stop the Dragon Queen from razing King’s
Landing to the ground.

To protest Daenerys’s actions, Tyrion resigns as Hand.
Before Daenerys can have him executed, he counsels Jon Snow
on the need to choose duty to the realm over his love for their
queen, encouraging him to murder Daenerys. In the aftermath,
Tyrion resigns himself to the punishment his treason inevita-
bly demands. Nevertheless, facing the need to choose a new
ruler, the lords and ladies of Westeros turn to Tyrion for guid-
ance, and he advises placing Bran on the throne, the keeper of
memory and the person who holds the powerful stories that
unite everyone in the realm.

When Bran asks Tyrion to serve as his Hand, Tyrion ini-
tially refuses the honor before relenting. Thus, Tyrion's journey
reaches a culmination: a societal outcast, Tyrion finds his pur-
pose guiding Bran the Broken as, together, they become
architects of a new future. Tyrion could not save Daenerys
Targaryen from her own destruction, but by learning from the
mistakes of the past, he hopes to save Westeros and carve an
unexpected place for himself in the history books.
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LITTLEFINGER’S TRAVELS THROUGH WESTEROS
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Although many characters in this story journey from one location to another, Littlefinger is among the most mobile, fitting for a man with such
unbounded ambition. Petyr Baelish begins in King’s Landing, but he travels far and wide as his quest for power takes him to the ends of Westeros

in search of more leverage, more allies, and more opportu
at Winterfell, he runs afoul of the Stark siblings and is finally held accountable for his seemingly endless betrayals.

s to move above his status. It also keeps him alive. Once he remains in one place
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DAvVOsS

SEAWORTH

DAvos SEAWORTH 1s BORN IN FLEA Borrom, the poorest
area of King's Landing. He escapes at a young age to become
a smuggler, which unexpectedly brings him glo mid the

siege at Storm’s End during Robert’s Rebellion, Davos smuggles
in onions and other foods to Stannis Baratheon’s trapped
garrison, keeping them alive until Ned Stark and his forces

arrive.

For this service, Stannis knights Davos (earning him the
name “the Onion Knight”). However, as punishment for his
past crimes, Stannis cuts off the tips of the fingers on one hand,
an action Davos iders just. He commits himself to serving

the man who has elevated him above his station. Following

ol

Stannis, however, tests Davos's morality and loyalty, and Davos

attempts to be the voice of reason for his king and the leaders
who follow in Stannis's footsteps.

After King Robert’s death, Stannis stakes his claim as the
rightful heir to the Iron Throne and makes Davos, whose honest
advice he values, his Hand. However, Stannis is transfixed
by the Red Priestess Melisandre’s promises of glory and fails
to heed the warnings of Davos, an agnostic and pragmatist.
Davos fights to counteract Melisandre’s zealotry, and he
lashes out at Melisandre after the Battle of the Blackwater,
where she blames Davos for the death of his own son. Davos
is jailed for his actions but remains committed to trying to

rescue Stannis from the Red Woman's influence, intercepting a

161

communiqué from the Night's Watch about the White Walkers
and convincing Stannis to march north to protect the Wall.
Although Davos may lack Melisandre's my:
proves a shrewd negotiator, securing funding from the Iron
Bank for the effort and doing whatever he can to help Stannis

al powers, he

reach the Iron Throne.

However, Davos’s loyalty is not enough to save Stannis. As
Stannis approaches Winterfell, he is stalled by poor weather,
overwhelmed by the Bolton forces, and eventually killed. Davos
is left a humble servant without a lord to serve and is crushed
to learn that in a final, futile attempt to achieve victory, Stannis
allows the Red Woman to sacrifice his only daughter, Shireen,
to the Lord of Light.

Shaken with grief, Davos does the only thing he knows
to do: he finds another leader to serve, joining forces with Jon
Snow. Davos proves a valuable adviser to the young leader,
which gives Davos a second chance to enact meaningful
change and defend Westeros and its values. Davos's negotiating
skills help Jon secure the support of the northern lords, and
he defends Jon's character to Daenerys when the two leaders
meet at Dragonstone, joining them in the defense of Winterfell
against the White Walkers.

Davos then follows Daenerys Targaryen as she prepares to
take the throne, but he abandons her cause after the destruction
of King’s Landing. After her death, he joins those working to
create a better future for Westeros. Having been the voice of
reason for many leaders, he decides to serve a king worthy
of his dedication, joining Bran the Brokens small council as

master of ships.
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Armies of Essos

ALTHOUGH VISERYS AND DAENERYS TARGARYEN believe they hold a claim to the Iron
Throne, they have no army with which to procure it, and when Daenerys emerges as the
would-be queen of Westeros, she must search for the forces to accompany her westward.
While the armies of Westeros represent noble houses, and come together through political
alliances, the armies Daenerys discovers in Essos are far less structured, their loyalty requir-

ing careful negotiation.
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“I should wear the

armor and you

the gown.”

CERSEI LANNISTER
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THERE IS A FUNDAMENTAL DISCONNECT between the tales
of Robert Baratheon's valor in the rebellion that bears his
name and the man who arrives at Winterfell—a drunk who
can barely lift an axe, let alone wield one in battle. A picture
emerges of a charming man who squanders the wealth of the
realm on frivolous tournaments, fathers illegitimate chil-
dren with women throughout King’s Landing, and is so
disconnected from his wife, Cersei Lannister, he fails to
notice that all of his children have blond hair, despite the
fact that every Baratheon child born beforehand is dark-
haired. He is a man who constructs a life of luxury and
debauchery not just to satisfy his most basic urges, of which
he has many, but also to make up for the fact that the life he
wanted was taken away from him before it could even begin.

It will never be known if Robert would have been a bet-
ter king if Lyanna Stark had not died during his rebellion,
yet her death lies at the root of his failures. He stakes his
claim to the throne on behalf of justice for his betrothed,
whom he believes was kidnapped by Rhaegar Targaryen, and
he admits to Cersei that he never stopped loving Lyanna,
even after she died at the Tower of Joy. Robert constructs an
idea of what his life with Lyanna was supposed to have been,
a life that never materialized. Instead he marries Cersei as a
matter of political strategy and is thrust into ruling over

Westeros, deprived of the woman with whom he intended to
spend his life.

While Robert is on a hunting trip, Cersei instructs his
squire, Lancel, to keep serving wine to the king to exacer-
bate his intoxication. When Robert encounters a boar, his
drunkenness slows his reflexes, and he suffers a mortal
injury. On his deathbed, he expresses regret over the mis-
takes he has made with the realm and with his children,
but it’s too late to undo what is done. He is neither an hon-
orable nor particularly effective ruler. His death is
meaningful only for the political consequences it creates:
the power struggle between the Lannisters and Ned Stark,
Ned'’s subsequent death, and the War of the Five Kings—
fought over who should inherit the throne.

If there is any tragedy in Robert’s death, it is that he
dies blind to the truth. He held a candle for a woman who
was in love with another man and who gave birth to a child
that Ned secretly took in as his own illegitimate son. He
dies believing that he failed in raising his three children,
unaware that they are not his children at all. Robert
Baratheon never entirely understands the realm he wished
to rule, and he would have hardly recognized the Westeros
that rises in his wake.
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Jaime makes a number of choices that seem immoral but
still align with his sense of honor and loyalty. When Jaime
breaks his oath and murders King Aerys, the realm dubs him a
“Kingslayer.” However, his decision saves the lives of those in
King’s Landing, as Aerys’s true intentions were for Jaime to kill
his own father, Tywin, and burn the city. In one of his most
irredeemable moments, he pushes Bran Stark from the top of a
tower in Winterfell, but even this heinous action is motivated
by a drive to protect his family.

While the Starks hold Jaime in captivity, Catelyn Stark
frees him on the promise that he will secure both of her daugh-
ters’ safety, and she appeals to his sense of honor. By the time
Jaime returns to King’s Landing, his honor may be all he has
left; when he loses his sword hand to Bolton forces, this com-

pletely robs him of his sense of identity. No longer a skilled

swordsman, Jaime’s life becomes solely defined by the decisions
he makes, which he demonstrates by saving Brienne from her
caprors and living up to his promise to Catelyn.

Although his relationship with Brienne suggests a path
toward redemption, his unwavering commitment to Cersei tests
his morality. For much of the story, Jaime stands by Cersei
despite her ruthless quest for power. When Cersei accuses

ion of murdering Joffrey, fueled by her lifelong hatred of her

younger brother, Jaime tries to appeal to her sympathy before
swiftly backing down when she seduces him. Furthermore, he is
shocked by C

Baelor and killing hundreds of innocent people, but he none-

sei’s cruelty in destroying the Great Sept of

theless remains loyal to the queen despite these misgivings.
Only when Cersei refuses to march north to face the Night

King does Jaime finally strike his own pach. This deci
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ARYA’S TRAVELS IN WESTEROS
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Throughout Arya’s long journey away from Winterfell, the tragedies that befall her and her family
almost push her to forsake her heritage and her identity. However, she eventually makes her way back
home, joining her family, fulfilling her destiny, and forging her own path.

- I | -

RETURN A WARRIOR OF WINTERFELL AMOMENT OF ANEW WORLD
After dramatically erasing the Arya confronts how much she’s RECKONING Having already

Freys from existence, Arya is set changed when she returns to Arya travels to King’s journeyed through
to travel to King’s Landingtokill | Winterfell. Having spent her Landing to murder Cersei Westeros and across
Cersei Lannister. Then she learns | years away transforming into a Lannister, but after the Narrow Sea,
atthe Inn of the Crossroads that stealthy assassin, she executes witnessing the tragic fate of | Arya sets course for
her family has retaken Winterfell, | Petyr “Littlefinger” Baelish forhis | the city's citizens firsthand, | whatever lies west of
and she has a run-in with a wild numerous betrayals of the Stark she realizes she needs to Westeros.

Nymeria. So Arya chooses to return | family, and fights her way through chart a new course for her

to her pack, traveling North to the Battle of Winterfell to kill the future.

reunite with her siblings. Night King and save humanity.
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Dragons have been extinct for generations; no living

person in Westeros has laid eyes on one. However, after

multiple defeats in her campaign, Daenerys takes matters

into her own hands, climbing aboard Drogon and traveling

with a Dothraki army to intercept a caravan transporting

supplies to King’s Landing. The ensuing chaos shows |aime,

Bronn, and the rest of the Lannister forces what awaits

those who stand in Daenerys’s way.
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“Kill the boy
and let the man’
be born.” ’

MAESTER AEMON
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DOSH KHALEEN

Although the khalasars gather in the city only periodically, the
Dosh Khaleen Live there permanently, residing in the inner city.
Fully respected by the khalasars, the Dosh Khaleen serve as fortune-
tellers and oversee the induction of potential khaleesis. Made up of
the widows of murdered khals, these holy women spend their time
preparing for the prophetic day that all the khalasars will return
to the city and become united as one under “the Stallion Who
Mounts the World.”

Bothraki Sea
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Jon Snow travels to Hardhome, a small fishing village on the Shivering Sea, to

broker an alliance with the free folk who survived the Battle of Castle Black.

- — -~ s
’//’ Th A~— 2 He hopes to convince them to return with him to the safety of the South, but
ity i their talks are interrupted by the arrival of the White Walkers and their army.
= L A Their massacre of the wildlings is the first true demonstration of the strength
'v’\.%,\ of the army of the dead. The wildlings attempt to flee with Jon and his advisors,
but those left behind are killed and reanimated into wights by the Night King.
~ ~
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Both the Freys at the Twins and the Tullys at Riverrun are pulled into the War of the
Five Kings based on their strategic position between the North and South and by their
allegiances with the families fighting for the Iron Throne. Harrenhal, meanwhile, becomes
ahalfway house occupied by various forces as they pass through the Riverlands on their way
to different battles.

Despite never joining the war in the same way as the other regions, the Riverlands are
decimated: Harrenhal sits abandoned, the Tully lands were sacked and pillaged until
Riverrun is finally taken by the Lannisters late in the war, while the remaining Freys are
wiped out by a vengeful Arya Stark. As the dust settles, Edmure Tully rules over a shattered
collection of houses that serve as a monument of the costs of war.
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RIVERRUN
Sitting on the Red Fork of the Trident,
Riverrun is the seat of House Tully,
who rules over the fertile lands on

S

THE TWINS

The two keeps of the Twins
sit at either side of a critical
infrastructure in Westeros—a
bridge across the Trident
that separates the North
and South. House Frey, who
built the bridge over three
generations, collects tolls
from all who pass, which gives
them—and whoever holds the
Twins after the Freys are wiped
out—immense power when
Westeros is at war.

THE TWINS

the shores of the mighty river. The BIVERRUN

castle’s unique defense system allows HARRENHAL

X

R

ready escape route for those who may
be trapped in the castle during  siege.
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it to redirect water from the Trident 4
to block direct attack, and provides a
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DAENERYS

"TARGARYEN

DAENERYS TARGARYEN IS THE DAUGHTER of Aerys Targaryen,
the Mad King who is murdered during Robert’s Rebellion. Born
in the rebellion’s final moments, she is sent to Essos with her
older brother Viserys for protection until Viserys can return to
Westeros to reclaim the Iron Throne. Like many women in
Westeros, Daenerys’s role is defined through marriage, and
Viserys forces her to wed Dothraki leader Khal Drogo to secure
the support of his army. When Viserys is killed by Drogo for
threatening Daenerys, Daenerys believes she is the rightful heir

97

to the Iron Throne, and she faces a future she hasn’t imagined
for herself. In her journey to become a true leader worthy of
reclaiming Westeros in her family’s name, she must make tough
choices, transforming her into a fierce warrior at a high cost.
Despite starting as a pawn in the game of thrones,

Daenerys immediately takes control of her circumstances. She
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THE ABANDONMENT OF CASTERLY ROCK

Tyrion’s plan is to attack King’s Landing from multiple
sides, including from Casterly Rock, so the Unsullied sail
to take the Lannister stronghold. Tyrion expects it will
be a difficult siege, but it turns out to be easy—too easy.
The Lannisters have unexpectedly abandoned the family’s
castle to focus their attention elsewhere, and they destroy
provisions that halt the Unsullied from continuing their
march toward the capital.

EURON’S FIRST STAND

On a foggy night, Euron’s unex-
pected alliance with Cersei catch-
es the Greyjoy and Dornish fleets
off-guard. A large-scale naval bat-
tle culminates in the loss of both of
Daenerys’s allies, who intended to

launch an attack upon their arrival
in Dorne.

THE ATTACK ON HIGHGARDEN

Highgarden is where Lannister forces focus
their attention after leaving Casterly Rock.
They overtake an outmatched Tyrell army
and leave Daenerys without the forces
necessary to complete Tyrion’s plan. Jaime’s
final confrontation with the Queen of Thorns
removes another ally from Daenerys’s stable.






OEBPS/image_rsrcAX.jpg





OEBPS/image_rsrc168.jpg
i

BONDS OF WESTEROS

ARYA, HoT PIE & GENDRY

ARYA CHOOSES A SOLITARY LI

As A cuiLp, distancing

herself from her older

ter in Winterfell and again in the
courtly society of the capital. After her father’s death, she's
truly on her own, separated from her family for the first
time. Arya disguises herself as the boy “Arry” and ends up
in Yoren's group of criminals and vagabonds, where she finds
unexpected camaraderie.

Fellow travelers Hot Pie and Gendry don't have much
in common with Arya. Hot Pie is a Flea Bottom orphan and
ns to be unafraid of battle but

baker’s apprentice who clai

proves a coward when violence erupts on the road to the

Wall. Gendry is a blacksmith’s apprentice and (unbeknownst
to him) Robert Baratheon's illegitimate son. Though he has
the aptitude for combat, he grows up with no aspirations,
content to do his work and do it well. Hot Pie and Gendry
are just trying to find a place for themselves, something that
Arya also wishes.

‘Their friendship develops on the Kingsroad as the War
of the Five Kings rages around them. Hunted by Lannister
forces searching for Gendry, the three friends are captured
at Harrenhal along with their fellow recruits, before

eventually fleeing on their own. When they stumble upon

the Brotherhood Without Banners, Arya sees in her own

trio a similar partnership, and she reveals her true identity
to them. But her companions have different plans: when Hot
Pie is offered an opportunity to apprentice at the Inn at the
Crossroads, he chooses to settle down into a simple life, and
when Gendry sees a chance to remain with the Brotherhood
to put his skills to work, he takes it.

When Arya asks Gendry why he chooses the company
of the Brothers over her, he says that they could be a family
to him and acknowledges the central truth: Arya will always
be a lady, and he will always be a commoner. Arya Stark
of Winterfell cannot be erased by a new haircut and a new
name—something she discovers herself while training in
Braavos with the Faceless Men.

Years later, the two friends meet again after Gendry

has joined the resistance to the Night King’s army. They are
different people, but their mutual affection is unchanged. The

night before the Battle of Winterfell, Arya wants to experience

intimacy before she potentially dies defending the castle, and
when both survive the battle, Gendry proposes marriage,
hoping Arya will help him in his new role as Lord of Storms
Ex

her:

d. Arya reminds Gendry that he's always been wrong about

's not a lady, and will never be. Her path is her own,

and she chooses independence.
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OLDTOWN
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As the oldest and second-largest city in the Seven Kingdoms, Oldtown is known as a
place of immense knowledge. While training in the Citadel, Samwell Tarly encoun-
ters a cure for greyscale, discovers the presence of dragonglass on Dragonstone, and
Learns of the secret marriage of Lyanna Stark and Rhaegar Targaryen—allowing orah
Mormont to live, providing a pivotal defense in the Great War, and revealing crucial

information for Jon Snow’s true parentage.

THE CITADEL
The Citadel, a center of Learning with a vast
library of writings from all over the world,
was founded centuries ago to promote
knowledge in Westeros. Men travel long
distances to the Citadel, the headquarters
of the Order of Maesters, to train to
become maesters in various disciplines.
Maesters are responsible for recording
events, findings, and preserving knowledge,
though as Sam learns, they are traditional
and often stuck in their ways.

OLDTOWN
.
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Tyrion

Lannister

TYRION IS DESTINED FOR A DIFFICULT LIFE the minute he is
born. Though raised in privileged circumstances, Tyrion’s
physical stature leads him to be an outcast in his own family
and his community. His upbringing is marked by prejudice,
isolation, and the knowledge that he will never inherit the
immense wealth of Casterly Rock, the ancestral home of the
Lannisters, or wield the authority his father did in King’s
Landing. However, despite struggling to translate his wit and
intelligence into military strategy, Tyrion emerges as one of the

few people in Westeros who desires to serve the realm above

himself or those who seek power, making him the person most
qualified to guide a new generation of leaders.

When thrust into the War of the Five Kings, Tyrion serves
brilliantly as acting Hand to King Joffrey in Tywin’s absence
and commissions the wildfire attack that secures victory in
the Battle of the Blackwater. Yet Tyrion’s accomplishments
never alter his father’s opinion, and he continues to be margin-
alized and disrespected. He is forced to wed Sansa Stark in a
marriage of political convenience and then is wrongfully
accused of murdering his nephew King Joffrey. Imprisoned and
sentenced to death, Tyrion shockingly murders his father and
escapes from Westeros.
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E OLD Gops oF WEsTEROS are tied
to the weirwood trees with faces carved
into them that dot the North and the
lands beyond the Wall. It is a religion
of nature but also one of the past, origi
nating in the days of the Children of
the Forest and the First Men. It is no
coincidence that Bran, as the Three-Eyed
Raven, utilizes the weirwood tree in the
godswood of Winterfell to travel back
to those times. Those who still worship
the Old Gods are traditionalists, holding
on to this ancient and regional belief

system,

Jon Snow does when he says
his Night's Watch vows in front of
weirwood tree located beyond the Wall.

The Drowned God of the Iron Islands is

very similar: its power comes from the

water, its links are to the past, and its

tradition of baptism helps make Pyke
distinct from the rest of Westeros.
Rather than drawing on nature for

its deities, the Faith of the Seven has

seven gods to worship. For C:

telyn Tully

and other Westerosi, the Faith of the

Seven is all they've known. With its seven

dis Father, Mother, Warrior,

inct figures
Smith, Maid, Crone, and Stranger—it
offers a clear and direct form of guidance.

One can choose which god to pray to,

selecting a particular deity at a time of

sis.

The coexistence of these religions
in the North is distinct: elsewhere in
of the Seven is

Westeros, the Faith

dominant. This is crucial when the
White Walkers arrive. Although there
is value in the Seven for those who
worship them, the roots of the Old Gods

help guide the North in the Night King's

invasion. The weirwood trees remember
the wars of the past, and in the Battle
of Winterfell, they bear witness as the
Night King is defeated in the castle’s
godswood. Finally, when Bran becomes
king, he brings the spiritual memory of
the North to the rest of the realm, even
if the source of its power remains in the

northern lands.
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Women of Westeros
DAENERYS SAILS ACROSS THE NARROW SEA to conquer
Westeros aligned with three women who lead their houses:
Olenna Tyrell, Yara Greyjoy, and Ellaria Sand. This powerful
alliance embodies the many women in this story—like
Daenerys—who take control of their destinies in order to
achieve power. However, the fate of this trio becomes a dark
omen for Daenerys, who faces immense challenges on her own
path as a female leader in a patriarchal society.

Although Olenna Tyrell has always ostensibly been the
head of her household, guiding her dim-witted son, Mace, and
mentoring her granddaughter, Margaery, it is only after their
tragic deaths at the hands of Cersei that she becomes the offi-
cial leader of House Tyrell. That title would have never been
given to her otherwise, nor would it have gone to Ellaria Sand
or Yara Greyjoy in Dorne and Pyke, respectively. The patriar-
chal culture of Westeros is strong, and so Yara can only watch
as Euron eventually claims leadership over the Iron Islands,

forcing her to splinter off with her own forces. While Ellaria is

the architect of tragedy when she kills Prince Doran Martell
for failing to enact revenge on the Lannisters, she and Cersei

share a belief in extreme action when there is something worth
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DAVOS SEAWORTH
Among those who fight in the War of the Five
Kings, Stannis is the only one who names a
Hand. Ser Davos was once a pirate, but due
to his pragmatic and honest opinions, he
is rewarded by becoming Stannis’s closest
advisor, one who rails against Melisandre’s

influence on his king.

TYRION LANNISTER
With Tywin busy fighting the War of the

TYWIN LANNISTER Five Kings, Tyrion is appointed as acting

= Tywin serves as Hand to Aerys Targaryen, but Hand for his nephew |offrey. Tyrion
when Tywin sees the tides of war shifting, he is removed as Hand when his father
aligns with Robert Baratheon. He then serves as returns, but he later serves as Daenerys’s
Hand to both his grandson |offrey and, following Hand as she sails to Westeros to claim
|offrey’s death, Tommen before being killed by her throne. After Daenerys’s attack on
his son Tyrion. King’s Landing and subsequent death,

Tyrion considers the choices he has made
in advi

g Daenerys, and he questions
his role moving forward. Nonetheless,
he accepts the role of Bran the Broken’s
Hand, proving it is a job he was destined
for even if the route proved tumultuous.

MAESTER QYBURN

When Cersei becomes queen in a vicious act of force,
it is disgraced Maester Qyburn who stands by the
Iron Throne, becoming her closest advisor thanks to

his creative, and morally questionable, solutions to
her problems.
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“This War of Five Kings means nothing.

The true war lies to the north, my king.
Death marches on the Wall”

MELISANDRE
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: “In the name of the Warrior,

I charge you to be brave.

In the name of the Father,

I charge you to be just.

In the name of the Mother,

I charge you to defend the innocent.
Arise, Brienne of Tarth,

a knight of the Seven Kingdoms.”

JAMIE LANNISTER

e

Rnetne g 4, 10
v the Miudey W\r'il i k’“ﬁﬂw}w:






OEBPS/image_rsrcYU.jpg
THE NORTH
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The North is the largest of Westeros's seven kingdoms, its geographic expanse made
smaller by the strong sense of kinship among those houses who unite under the Warden
of the North in Winterfell. While much of the region eventually unites to fight the White
Walkers, the North spends most of the story under siege, its various houses and castles
changing hands and allegiances until the winds of winter bring them together. In the end,
Sansa Stark embodies this spirit when she reclaims the North's independence, peacefully LAST HEARTH
seceding from Westeros to allow the North to chart its own course. As the army of the dead march south from the Wall, this
northernmost castle belonging to House Umber is the
first to fall. Their young lord is left behind as a message
from the Night King that war is on the horizon.

THE DREADFORT
After Theon Greyjoy is abducted
in Winterfell, he’s delivered to
the Dreadfort, where his future
torturer, Ramsay Bolton, holds
court, while Ramsay’s father,
Roose, works to relocate House
" Bolton to Winterfell as Wardens
x of the North. The Dreadfort sits
LasT empty after House Bolton’s loss
HEARTH at the Battle of the Bastards.

DEEPWOOD
MoTTE

THE DREADFORT

WINTERFELL

BEAR ISLAND
Ruled by Jeor Mormont
before he chooses to take the
black, and then by his son,
Jorah, before he is exiled,
Bear Island is separate from
the rest of the North, but
it is one of the first to come
to Jon Snow’s aid ahead of
the Battle of the Bastards.
Young Lady Lyanna Mormont
dies defending Winterfell,
fighting to secure a future for
her kingdom.

MoAT CAILIN

DEEPWOOD MOTTE
The seat of House Glover, this castle is one of several
taken by the ironborn, but it is under Glover control
when Jon Snow rallies the banners ahead of the Battle of
the Bastards. Lord Glover refuses to assist the Starks in

retaliation for their lack of support during the ironborn

invasion, and he later chooses to remain in Deepwood MOAT CAILIN
Motte as the rest of the North rallies at Winterfell to Moat Cailin is long abandoned but remains a key defensive position dividing
face the White Walkers and their army. the North and South. The ironborn claim it during their invasion of the North,

but Ramsay Bolton uses Theon to force their surrender, and then murders
them, leaving it open for Sansa and Littlefinger to travel through on their way
north from the Vale.
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BONDS OF WESTEROS

THE BROTHERS OF
THE NIGHT'S WATCH

MEMBERS OF THE NiGHT's Warcu come from across

Westera

and from often wildly different backgrounds.

Some join voluntarily, while others have been forced to join

as a punishment for their crimes. Their crimes range from

minor offenses to the gruesome, creating a group of men

of uncertain morality, isolated in the freezing temperatures

of Castle Blacl

and who wants to serve the Night's Watch with honor, can't

A man who believes in right and wrong,

do so by himself, as Jon Snow finds out quickly. Rather,
Jon must find like-minded people who will support him,

forming his own band of brothers. Alongside Samwell
Tarly, Dolorous Edd, Pyp, and Grenn, Jon grows as a leader

who can defend Westeros.

Jon inspires confidence as a leader because he treats his

brother:

equals. While Alliser Thorne berates new recruits
and ridicules Sam, Jon teaches Sam how to defend himself.
Instead of looking down on the lowborn like Pyp and Grenn,
Jon works with them to pass along the combat training and

education he gains at Winterfell. Jon teaches them more than

simply strategy or skill; under his tutelage they learn deeper

lessons, such as the confidence that Sam gains through this

fraternity, which becomes crucial in his development.

Soon their band dissolves. Grenn and Pyp die bravely
in the defense of the castle, and Sam requests to travel to the
Citadel to train as the new maester. Jon makes an alliance

with the wildlings and is left with only Dolorous Edd. In

the absence of his allies, Jon falls victim to the mutiny of

Alliser Thorne. Despite this setback for the true, honorable
brotherhood of the Night's Watch, the values of these men
idd
body and organizes the resistance that wins
le Black. Edd serves Jon in death and,

eventually, after Jon's revival.

and their friendship persevere. Along with Davos

finds Jor

back control of Cas

Jon chooses to abandon the Night's Watch only after

leaving its future in the hands of Edd, who takes over as

Lord Commander. When the Night King destroys the Wall,
the remaining brothers are forced south, and they reunite
with Jon and Sam at Winterfell to help defend humanity

against the army of the dead. Though Jon and Sam live to

see the peaceful future the Night's Watch has always fought

10 protect, Edd is not as lucky. He lies among the men of the

Night's Watch who protected Westeros at the ultimate cost.
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The South and Essos:

AN INTRODUCTION

“I swear to you,

I was never so
alive as when

I was winning
this throne, or
so dead as now
that I've won it

—ROBERT BARATHEON

IN GAME OF THRONES, power is not absolute; it is a constant struggle, a
competition waged between different forces trying to claim the Iron
Throne of Westeros. Robert Baratheon sits on that throne when the
story begins, but across the Narrow Sea, the remnants of the Targaryen
family are quietly preparing to upend the “Usurper,” and within Robert’s
own household, the Lannister family’s quest for power threatens to strip
Robert of the crown.

An explosive battle for the Iron Throne engulfs Westeros, and the
players make decisions throughout in an effort to move them closer to
power. These decisions often come with unintended and grave conse-
quences. Daenerys Targaryen promises to take what is hers “with fire
and blood,” yet her journey from Essos to Westeros is impeded at every
turn by the human cost of her campaign. While the Lannisters occupy
the Iron Throne for much of the conflict, they lose most of their fam-
ily in the quest for power, inadvertently destroying what that power is
meant to protect. Furthermore, the Lannisters push the continent into a
war that not only claims the lives of individuals but wipes entire houses
off the map. Perhaps the cruelest twist is that everyone is too busy fight-
ing that war to notice that, beyond the Wall, the Night King has been
amassing an army unlike any they’ve ever faced before.

The arrival of the Night King and the White Walkers tests the lead-
ership of both Cersei Lannister and Daenerys Targaryen, forcing them
to face a threat much larger than their individual quests for the Iron
Throne. While Cersei hopes the North will die off in the battle, Daenerys
must make an important decision: to ride north and heed the warnings
of Jon Snow to protect the realm or ride south to take the Iron Throne
from Cersei with fire and blood. Daenerys ultimately rides north, choos-
ing the realm, but when the dust settles on the Battle of Winterfell and
the army of the dead have been defeated, Daenerys’s real test remains:
What will she do now that this final obstacle has been removed from her
path? With the Night King erased from the playing field, only Cersei
stands in the way of Daenerys Targaryen claiming the Iron Throne.
Daenerys arrives at King’s Landing bearing the weight of everything she
has lost to get there, and reaching the Iron Throne, she finds herself
unable to chart a different path than her father, Cersei Lannister, or so
many others before her. Daenerys wins the throne, but at a fatal cost to
her reputation.

The corruptive power of the Iron Throne does not discriminate:
By the time it’s melted down into nothing, the damage has been done.
Everyone who staked their lives on claiming it has lost their way and
their life.
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JOFFREY MYRCELLA TOMMEN
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JORAH MORMONT

A FORMER KNIGHT OF WESTEROS, Jorah Mormont has not
always been an honorable man. He is exiled from his home
on Bear Island after selling slaves to pay his debts. In Essos,
Jorah offers his allegiance to House Targaryen—while
secretly reporting on Viserys and Daenerys to Varys in
King's Landing. However, as he develops respect and affec-
tion for Daenerys, he ceases spying on her and becomes one
of her most trusted advisors.

His value to Daenerys in the early days of her march
toward Westeros is inherently contradictory: he is exiled from
Westeros for violating its laws, but Dany relies on him to edu-
cate her on the way of life in Westeros in preparation for her
arrival there. In his role as advisor, Jorah goes through a form of
rehabilitation, teaching Daenerys the lessons that he himself
once ignored, in the hopes of helping her create a better society
than the one he left behind. Although the crown offers Jorah a
pardon in exchange for his spying, he rejects it to stay with
Daenerys, having found a purpose with honor.

Jorah’s service to Daenerys, in addition to an expression
of love, is a form of penance, so when she discovers his
betrayals and dismisses him from her service, he is denied
redemption. Later, he spots Tyrion Lannister in a brothel and
kidnaps him in an effort to win his way back into Daenerys's
good graces. Along the journey, they are attacked, and Jorah

discovers he has been infected with greyscale, which he
initially hides from those around him. Despite delivering
Tyrion to Daenerys, Jorah is banished once again. Yet he
refuses to give up. He volunteers to fight for his life in
gladiarorial fighting pits to stay close to Daenerys, he defends
her when the Sons of the Harpy attempr to assassinate her,
and he eventually rescues her when she is taken captive by
the Dothraki.

Having been banished by Daenerys twice, and twice
returning to save her life, Jorah earns her trust, and she asks
him to accompany her to Westeros. However, upon learn-
ing that Jorah has greyscale, an illness that has no known
cure, she orders him to find a cure for his condition and
return to her side. After Samwell Tarly treats his disease in
Oldrown, Jorah returns to his queen, traveling beyond the
Wall and back again in her honor.

Returning to Westeros for the first time since his exile,
Jorah makes no effort to reconnect with that past life, refus-
ing Jon Snow’s attempts to return his father’s sword,
Longclaw, to him. Rather than reclaim the life he left behind,
Jorah defines his life by his service to Daenerys, and he dies
protecting her from the Night King’s army during the Battle
of Winterfell. Despite keeping his queen alive, his efforts to
impart ethical values doesn’t prove lasting.
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“Those are brave men

knocking at our door.
Let’s go kill them!”

TYRION LANNISTER
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sTANNIS BARATHEON

DISRESPECTED, STANNIS BARATHEON ENTERS into the War
of the Five Kings believing that he has been denied what he
is entitled to, and up until his death he is willing to go to
unimaginable lengths to right that wrong.

Following the rules of succession, Stannis Baratheon is
the rightful heir to the Iron Throne after his older brother
Robert’s death, given that Robert’s children are products of
Queen Cersei’s relationship with her brother Jaime. However,
few in Westeros jump forward to embrace Stannis as their
leader; isolated on an island as Lord of Dragonstone, Stannis
inspires a level of apathy matched only by his naval power.
Though Stannis fights alongside Robert in the rebellion, his
younger and more well-liked brother, Renly, becomes Lord of
Storm’s End, the family’s ancestral seat, leaving Stannis to
take over the Targaryen island stronghold of Dragonstone,
sequestering himself from the rest of the continent. Renly is
handsome, quick-witted, and jovial, fonder of making friends
than going to war; he’s more popular with royalty as well as
smallfolk than Stannis, who is described as “having the per-
sonality of a lobster.”

Stannis’s rebuked sense of entitlement is at the root of
his conversion to the religion of the Lord of Light. When
Melisandre arrives claiming that the Lord of Light has shown
her a vision of Stannis as “the Prince That Was Promised,” it
flatters him in a way that his brothers, and Westeros as a
whole, have not. That Stannis never challenges Melisandre’s
actions—poisoning his maester, murdering his brother,

53

sacrificing those who refuse to convert to the Lord of Light—
is a testament to how willing Stannis is to abandon his values
to attain power. Whatever beliefs Stannis held before con-
verting to the religion of the Lord of Light, they are
expendable once he places his faith in Melisandre.

Stannis is not a fanatic, though. Unlike others who
seek power in Westeros, his motivation remains in the sta-
bility of the realm. He is the first to recognize the threat
posed by the White Walkers, and he is quick to take arms
against Ramsay Bolton. As much as Stannis understands
the responsibilities that come with ruling Westeros, how-
ever, he does not want to take responsibility for the tragic
consequences of his quest for power—faced with fierce win-
ter conditions, Stannis again crosses the line of morality
when he sacrifices his own daughter to gain the Lord of
Light’s favor, which becomes a futile gesture.

Afterward, Stannis does not face a formal trial for the
sins he commits, but he is forced to answer for them when
Brienne confronts him. In that moment, Brienne is tasked
with judging Stannis and asks a simple question: Did he use
blood magic to kill his brother? For the first time, Stannis
answers for his actions, and he holds himself accountable; he
made those choices and will now face the consequences.
When Brienne strikes a fatal blow, she ends the life of a man
who is neither good nor evil, but who loses track of the line
between the two amid the fog of war.
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RICKON STARK

RICKON STARK 1s A Youne cuiLp when his family
splinters, heading in different directions, and his brother
Bran is left as Lord of Winterfell. Then, when the castle is
besieged by ironborn forces, Rickon flees alongside Bran,
though he’s too young to fully comprehend the situation.
When Bran must travel beyond the Wall, Osha takes
Rickon off on a different path.

Sadly, Rickon never finds safety, even with his trusted

direwolf, Shaggydog, by his side. He is betrayed by former

Stark allies and captured by Ramsay Bolton before the
Battle of the Bastards. Ramsay uses Rickon as bait to
lure Jon into a fight he might not be able to win. When
Ramsay sets Rickon loose to run across the battlefield,
Rickon sprints toward the only security he knows, but
no place is safe for a Stark of Winterfell. Rickon is killed
by Ramsay’s arrow, a provocation that enrages Jon, and
it becomes one more atrocity to avenge in the battle that

follows.
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KING’S LANDING
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King’s Landing is the capital of the Seven Kingdoms. Located on the east coast of
Westeros, King’s Landing was established when King Aegon | Targaryen, the
Conquerer, first came ashore and founded the city. After Robert’s Rebellion, during
which the Targaryen reign is upended, the city is subject to numerous attacks and

civil unrest as many players compete for the Iron Throne.

THE GREAT SEPT OF BAELOR

Built by King Baelor | Targaryen, this sept is the religious center for
the Faith of the Seven, the dominant religion of the Seven Kingdoms.
Before Cersei destroys it with wildfire, the sept is impressive in size, large
enough to be seen from any point in the city. Inside, it contains seven
towering statues representing the gods—the Crone, Mother, Father,
Maiden, Smith, Warrior, and Stranger—and various depictions of the
seven-pointed star.

RED KEEP

Constructed on the highest hill of red
stone, this castle is home to the Iron
Throne and the King or Queen of the
Andals and the First Men, ruler of the
Seven Kingdoms. The Red Keep is filled
with secret passages that run behind
the walls and below the floors, and the
builders were eliminated in order to
keep those secrets safe. Cersei and Jaime
Lannister die escaping through those
secret passages when Daenerys Targaryen
destroys much of the castle.

o B

HILLS
There are two hills named after King Aegon | Targaryen’s sisters: Visenya’s Hill and Rhaenys’s Hill.
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NORTH OF THE WALL
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THE FIST OF THE FIRST MEN
A key landmark for ranging parties, this is one of the few natural defensive positions
north of the Wall, and it is used by the Night’s Watch when they are first attacked
by the army of the dead. This is also where Sam finds a cache of dragonglass, which
reveals the White Walkers’ weakness to the substance.

THE FROZEN LAKE
This small lake under a mountain is where on Snow and his traveling companions
capture a wight they hope to use to convince the Lannisters to form an armistice, and
where Viserion, defending the party, is lost.

CRASTER’S KEEP
Located in the Haunted Forest, Craster’s Keep is
both the home of Craster and his daughter-wives
and a refuge for the Night’s Watch beyond the Wall.
The alliance that Craster has with Jeor Mormont,
Lord Commander of the Night’s Watch, assures that
neither party asks questions, even when it is revealed
that Craster sacrifices his sons to the White Walkers.






OEBPS/image_rsrc1CB.jpg
»

1

Balon's war is driven by a bitter sense of entitlement, but
Euron's war is driven by ego. Euron wants to become a part
of Westeros, seeking marriage alliances with first Daenerys
Targaryen and then Cersei Lannister in order to attain the
power his brother never manages to acquire. Euron becomes
a dangerous free agent whose expansive naval forces—
unmatched by any other house in Westeros—are deployed for
strategic purpose and his own bloodlust for battle.

After leveraging his fleet and securing the Golden

Company into a relationship with Cersei Lannister, Euron

sits close to the seat of power. When he takes out Daenerys's
dragon Rhaegal, he fosters Cersei’s hope that she can hold
on to the Iron Throne. Later, as Drogon lays waste to King's
Landing, Euron is knocked overboard and washes ashore
to find Jaime Lannister. Knowing the battle is lost, Euron
challenges Jaime to a duel solely in the hopes of being the
one to kill the Kingslayer. Euron dies believing he will
become a legend, but he's ultimately just another pawn who
gets wiped off the board of the game of thrones, just like

his brother.
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ELLARIA

& THE

SAND SNAKES

DORNISH CULTURE DOES NOT JUDGE extramarital relations,
allowing Prince Oberyn of Dorne to travel with his paramour,
Ellaria Sand, and enabling her to wield power in her homeland
despite not being married. Oberyn’s illegitimate daughters are
recognized by him and allowed to rise to power, growing into
the “Sand Snakes” who strike fear in those who threaten their
father and his legacy. In a culture that values women more
than any other in Westeros, Ellaria and the Sand Snakes band
together to seize control of their respective destinies and
avenge Oberyn’s death amid the larger battle for the Iron
Throne.

After witnessing her lover’s brutal death at the hands of
the Mountain, Ellaria returns to Dorne to find Prince Doran
Martell squandering an opportunity to leverage his ward,
Myrcella Baratheon, who is betrothed to his son, Trystane,
against the Lannisters. As Doran parleys with the invading

Jaime Lannister rather than treating him as an enemy, Ellaria
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coordinates with the Sand Snakes—particularly Obara,

Nymeria, and one of Ellaria’s own daughters, Tyene—to defend
the future of Dorne by poisoning Myrcella and killing both
Doran and Trystane in a violent overthrow in Westeros’s south-
ernmost region.

In other parts of Westeros, the idea of a woman, her daugh-
ter, and two of her lover’s daughters banding together to secure
power would be impossible, but Dorne is different. There is no
barrier to Obara training in her father’s footsteps with a spear,
nor for Nymeria and Tyene to develop their own specialties
with whips and daggers, respectively. Ellaria joins Olenna
Tyrell by aligning with Daenerys Targaryen, and these women
assert themselves over the passive men in control of their
respective houses.

However, this doomed alliance leaves Ellaria and her
daughters vulnerable. Cersei Lannister enacts her own revenge
on the Sand Snakes for Myrcella’s death: Euron Greyjoy slays
Obara and Nymeria in battle and delivers Ellaria and Tyene to
be tortured by the queen, a tragic yet unsurprising end. In
death, the Sand Snakes become a legend of familial rebellion,
fierce but futile.
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SANDOR CLEGANE

SANDOR CLEGANE, widely known as “the Hound," exists
to serve by intimidating and killing in the name of his
employers. He is a warrior and a bodyguard, initially in the
service of House Lannister, and he later joins the Kingsguard
of King Joffrey Baratheon. When the fires of war come to
Westeros, however, Sandor becomes a free agent and fights
for revenge, redemption, and—for the first time—himself.

Sandor’s facial scars—courtesy of his brother, Gregor,
who when they were children shoved his brother’ face into
a burning brazier as punishment for playing with one of
Gregor's toys—heighten his intimidating figure. The violent
act also leaves Sandor with a fear of fire as intense as his
hatred for his brother. That trauma comes flooding back
when Tyrion unleashes wildfire during the Battle of the
Blackwater, an act that pushes the Hound beyond his limits;
in the horrifying light of war, he abandons his post.

From the moment he commits to leaving King’s Landing,
Sandor has no clear plan for what to do next. He tries to
convince Sansa Stark to go with him from Kings Landing
to Winterfell, offering her an escape from the Lannisters as
well as protection along the journey. When Sansa refuses,
he heads off alone and coincidentally ends up in the path of
another Stark. Initially, he abducts Arya Stark, intending to
ransom her back to her family, but the more time he spends
with the younger Stark sister, the less he acts as her captor.
‘They become almost traveling companions, a role he never
expects. He slowly takes to this new form of responsibility,

right up until Brienne of Tarth arrives to save Arya from a
man with a monster’s reputation.

‘The Hound's duel with Brienne is a turning point. When
it’s over, Arya is freed, and Sandor is grievously injured. He
asks his young charge to give him a merciful end, and her
refusal is simultaneously cruel—leaving him to likely die a
painful death—and hopeful, as she gives him a chance to live
if he truly has something to live for.

After being rescued from near death, Sandor adopts a
much simpler life with Brother Ray and his group of villagers.
When the villagers are massacred, the Hound reemerges, this
time with a clear purpose: to exact revenge on those who
have wronged him and fight for something that truly matters.
Teaming up with the Brotherhood Without Banners, Sandor
gets his revenge, and then joins the war against the White
Walkers, where he reunites with both Stark sisters.

While the Hound briefly flinches at the fires during
the Battle of Winterfell, he collects himself to protect Arya
on her journey to defeat the Night King, and he survives to
ride south with Arya, both of them seeking their final act of
revenge: Sandor wanting to kill his brother Gregor, and Arya
seeking Cersei. However, at the crumbling Red Keep, Sandor
warns Arya Stark away, convincing her to put revenge aside
and not risk her life. When the Hound achieves his fated
showdown with his brother, he ignores the dragonfire
engulfing King's Landing and fearlessly tackles his brother
into the flames to bring his life of pain to a heroic end.
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TARGARYEN BATTLES

THE LOOT TRAIN ATTACK
After three straight defeats, Daenerys
takes matters into her own hands.
Riding Drogon to the outskirts of King’s
Landing, she and her Dothraki army
intercept the Lannister forces returning
from Highgarden, where she asserts her
terrifying power for the first time since
her return to Westeros.

IN WESTEROS

Lo Daflin:

THE BATTLE OF WINTERFELL
After first facing off with the Night King
and the White Walkers north of the Wall,
Daenerys joins forces with the North to
defend Winterfell from their advance,
ing her remaining dragons against the
animated Viserion. Daenerys emerges
victorious, as her side wins the Great War
against the army of the dead.

\

THE LAST WAR
With her armies at the gates, Daenerys destroys King’s Landing’s
defenses, leaving nothing standing between her and the Iron
Throne except a defiant Cersei. Regardless of Cersei’s surrender,
Dacnerys continues her campaign against the wishes of her
advisors by burning much of King’s Landing. She intends to rule
by fear and ensure that this will be the last war—or at the very
Least, her last war.

\
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“‘I'ma

slow learner,
it's true.

But I learn.”

SANSA STARK
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HOUSE BOLTON
Bolton forces sack and burn Winterfell, but they don’t fully occupy
the castle until Ramsay Snow is legitimized as Ramsay Bolton.
When the Lannisters gift the North to the Boltons, father and son
move their operations to Winterfell in order to attempt to rule over
the North. When Ramsay is defeated at the Battle of the Bastards,
the Bolton flayed-man banners are removed, and the House Stark

direwolf banners are reinstalled.

HOUSE STARK RETURNS
With the return of Sansa Stark as Lady of Winterfell, the castle
returns to its former glory. The citizens of Winterfell must halt
their preparation for the long winter ahead when the Night King
and his army march south. Winterfell survives their onslaught,
but only barely, leaving the Starks—led by Sansa, now Queen in
the North—to rebuild the castle for the next generation.
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ROBB STARK

As THE ELDEST SON OF NEp STark, Lord of Winterfell,
Robb grows up understanding that he is heir to Winterfell
and being raised to carry on the Stark name in the North.
However, no amount of preparation is enough when, as
a young man, all that responsibility drops on him in an
instant. From the moment Ned and Catelyn both leave
Winterfell, Robb is thrust into positions he believed he had
more time to prepare for. Along the way he makes under-
standable mistakes for a man his age, but they are deadly
for a Stark who would be king.

Robb is raised with a strict code of honor that he takes
with him into battle, but it has never been tested. He under-
stands the principles of war, but not the gritty reality of
building alliances. Surprisingly, Robb shows great tactical
prowess and skills, winning early victories in the throes of
rebellion. Stories spread about Robb's ferocity, earning him
the nickname “Young Wolf," and he successfully forms an
alliance with Walder Frey by agreeing to marry one of his
daughters.

As the war drags on, Robb's inexperience leads him to
make poor choices in his new leadership position. He can't
resist his attraction to Talisa Maegyr, whom he marries
in secret despite his mother’s objections. He doesn't
understand how Catelyn's love for her children might

lead her to drastic action, including setting his prisoner
Jaime Lannister free to try to ensure her daughters’ safe
return, thereby robbing him of a crucial bargaining chip.
Over time he struggles to control more experienced lords
whose quests for glory or revenge sabotage his carefully
constructed plans. When he executes Lord Rickard
Karstark for murdering two Lannister prisoners, he loses
the support of crucial troops in the process.

Robb attempts to repair the damage to his relationship
with the Freys by offering his uncle Edmure Tully as a
husband for a Frey daughter. Walder Frey appears to accept
his apology, but Robb learns the hard way how easily
political alliances can change. When Robb dies alongside
his mother, wife, and unborn child at the Red Wedding,
it's part of a larger political plot orchestrated by Tywin
Lannister.

Robb dies in part because he can't see the big picture
of his decision-making, and he is caught by surprise when
small pockets of discontent coalesce into an outright
betrayal. While Robb may have been too young to carry
the responsibilities of leadership, he is also unable to avoid
the same pitfalls that befell his parents, and this leaves his
siblings to learn from and avenge his death.
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PETYUR BAELISH

PETYR BAELISH IS NEVER DESTINED FOR POWER. As a
child from an extremely minor house, and saddled with the
nickname “Littlefinger” (which describes both his homeland
and his stature), there is no logical path for Petyr to rise to the
title of master of coin, or Lord of Harrenhal, or Lord Protector
of the Vale. Unencumbered by honor or loyalty, Littlefinger is
once described as “the most dangerous man in Westeros.”

Littlefinger rises to master of coin by using and betraying
his childhood relationships. While a ward of House Tully
at Riverrun, Littlefinger befriends Hoster Tully’s daughters,
Catelyn and Lysa. Although Catelyn never returns his love,
and he never returns Lysa’s, he uses this connection to rise to
power in the Vale under Lysa's husband, Jon Arryn, eventually
joining him as master of coin when Arryn becomes Hand of
the King. After conspiring with Lysa to poison Jon Arryn,
Littlefinger convinces the Tully sisters that they have his
support when they approach him looking for his assistance.
He then betrays them both, turning on Catelyn’s husband,
Ned, when he attempts to orchestrate a coup, and casually
tossing Lysa to her death out of the Eyrie’s moon door after
marrying her.

Like a great politician, Littlefinger sees “the game”
clearly and plays several moves ahead of anyone else. His spy
network (second only to that of Varys) provides him intel, and
in addition, his many brothels collect information from his
clients at their most vulnerable.

One of the greatest mistakes a person can make in this
world is to trust Littlefinger, whose allegiance shifts abruptly
and frequently. He allies with Ned Stark until betraying him
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to the Lannisters, who make him Lord of Harrenhal before
he betrays them for the Tyrells, with whom he conspires
to orchestrate Joffrey’s murder. At the Vale, his removal
of Lysa brings him power, and he hides Sansa Stark there
until marrying her off to Ramsay Bolton, which he blames
on the Boltons to gain leverage over the Lannisters. It is a
never-ending wheel of betrayal, perpetuated by the fact that
everyone has a need for someone with Littlefinger's particular
skill set.

When Sansa turns to him to rescue Jon Snow in the
Battle of the Bastards, he thinks he can win her back and gain
the pinnacle of everything he has worked for. He attempts to
turn her against her brother, whispering that she should rule
as Queen in the North instead of Jon, and he tries to breed
doubt and distrust between her and Arya. But with the Stark
children, Littlefinger meets his match, and as the war reaches
its end, the cumulative impact of Littlefinger’s actions crushes
him. He overestimates Sansa’s willingness to turn against
her family. Arya and Sansa join with Bran, the all-knowing
Three-Eyed Raven, who is the first to truly understand the
depths of Littlefinger's scheming. When Littlefinger believes
that Sansa is about to sentence Arya to death, realizing his
dearest dream, the Stark children band together and take him
down for a litany of crimes.

Littlefinger does not receive nor deserve mercy. His death
is the inevtiable consequence of his actions to attain power.
In the Great Hall of Winterfell, Arya Stark puts a knife to his
throat, echoing what happens with her father and ending the
chaotic reign of Westeros's least likely power player.
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ARYA

STARK

GROWING UP, ARYA STARK, youngest daughter of Ned Stark,
wants nothing to do with the life mapped out for her. While

her older sister, Sansa, embraces the domestic training that
prepares them to eventually marry men of good standing,
Arya wants to participate in her brothers’ archery lessons.

When she's forced to join the court at King’s Landing with her

father, she does so reluctantly, dreading the restrictive courtly

existence that awaits her. Arya Stark does not want to be a

lady: she wants to fight.

e gives Arya the life she imagines for herself, but at
tremendous cost. On the road to King’s Landing, her friend
Mycah is murdered by the Hound, and her direwolf, Nymeria,

is banished. She witnesses her father®

ecution and narrowly

mi

s the tragedy of her mother and brother’s murder at the
hands of their allies. She ends up going into hiding and traveling

Westeros disguised as a boy, forced by circumstance to learn

how to defend herself and survive the war around her. Every

night, she recites the names on her revenge list like a lullaby.
Separated from her family and the childhood she is forced to
leave behind, she is spared the ignominy of dresses, and learns

instead—with the help of Syrio Forel, Sandor Clegane, and

Jagen Highar—how to take control of her own destiny.

Her training with the Faceless Men in Braavos is meant

in, but Al

to solidify her transformation into an assa:

struggles to shed her past and become “no one.” She realizes

that her past, and her identity Stark, drives her, and
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JON SNOW IS RUSHED into the Battle of the
Bastards by Ramsay’s threats against his brother
Rickon, whom Ramsay says he holds captive.
On the battlefield, with his brother |on in view,
Rickon is taunted by Ramsay with the promise

of freedom, but as he runs to Jon, he’s killed.

Provoked to avenge his brother’s death, Jon and

his forces are swiftly outflanked on the battle-
field. With the Bolton forces closing in as the
bodies pile up, the battlefield becomes smaller
and smaller, suffocating |on’s army one step at
a time. However, the arrival of the Vale army,
thanks to Sansa, clears a path for the Starks to

reclaim their home at Winterfell.
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If Castle Black was manned to its full capacity, Mance Rayder’s attempt to

pass through the Wall with his army of wildlings would have never stood a

chance; the castle has numerous defense mechanisms in addition to the Wall
itself that would allow the Night’s Watch to easily defend this key stronghold.
However, understaffed and flanked from the south by a raiding party, Jon
Snow and the rest of the Night’s Watch barely survive the onslaught and avoid

further losses only when Stannis’s army rides to their rescue in the light of day.
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BONDS OF WESTEROS

DAENERYS & TYRION

WHEN TYRION LANNISTER CROSSES THE NARROW SEA in
exile, after murdering both his father and his former lover, he
is drunk and lost. Varys greets him in Pentos, offering Tyrion a
purpose in something bigger than himself—going to Meereen
to join the cause of Daenerys Targaryen. Daenerys represents
hope for the future of Westeros, and Tyrion is the last piece of
the puzzle Varys believes she needs to sail west and claim the
Iron Throne. Daenerys and Tyrion’s relationship gives both of
them a sense of purpose.

Tyrion initially hesitates to accept Varys's plan, acknowledg-
ing the tendency for madness in the Targaryen line. In addition,
Daenerys resists teaming with a Lannister, and her first inclina-
tion is to kill Tyrion in retribution for the death of her father by
Lannister hands. However, they realize how much they need
each other. Daenerys needs someone who can help her navigate
Westerosi politics, and Tyrion needs a reason to keep living, a
sense of purpose after leaving behind his life in King's Landing.
In Meereen, each learns more about the other, and they come to
feel mutual respect. When Daenerys is finally ready to leave
Essos, she names Tyrion as her Hand of the Queen, which feels
only natural, as he is both a trusted advisor and someone well-
suited to lead the final stage of her campaign in Westeros.

Once they arrive in Westeros, tensions between Daenerys
and Tyrion rise to the surface. Tyrion encourages Daenerys to
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avoid aggressive shows of force, which will pull her into con-
flicts that can weaken her position and cost her key allies.
Daenerys bristles at his desire to spin the wheel instead of
breaking it, and her doubts about him grow as Daenerys
remembers that Tyrion represents the people who originally
drove her family into exile.

After joining the Battle of Winterfell, Daenerys sets her
sights on taking the Iron Throne, but en route to Dragonstone,
she is ambushed by Euron’s fleet, and he kills Rhaegal, attacks
Daenerys's ships, and captures Missandei. Nevertheless, Tyrion
advises Daenerys to seek peace with Cersei in King’s Landing,
falsely believing that Cersei will avoid a fiery conflict to pro-
tect her unborn child. Daenerys chooses to follow Tyrion’s
advice, but when this leads to the death of Missandei, it’s the
final straw that breaks Tyrion and Daenerys’s now-fractured
relationship.

When Daenerys burns King’s Landing, Tyrion confronts
the fact that his counsel was likely never going to derail
Daenerys from her destructive urge to violence. Her actions to
take power at all costs confirm his initial reservations about
her, and with a heavy heart, Tyrion commits treason against
his queen and urges Jon Snow to kill his former ally, bringing
their shared journey to a tragic end.
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HEARTSBANE
VALYRIAN STEEL

After a disastrous family dinner upon his return
from the North, Samwell Tarly enacts his final act
of defiance against his father’s mistreatment when
he grabs the family’s ancestral sword, Heartsbane,
from the mantel on his way out the door. Sam
gives the sword to Ser [orah Mormont to use in the
Battle of Winterfe

JAIME
LANNISTER’S
SWORD

¥ WEAPONS OF WESTEROS & ESSOS

THE WARS ACROSS WESTEROS AND Essos are waged with a wide range of different weapons designed
to serve the specific needs of those who wield them.
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Needle’s small size is perfect
for young Arya Stark.
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_TORMUND
GIANTSBANE

TORMUND GIAN

BANE IS A LEADER AMONG

PEOPLE,
not only because of the legends of giant’s milk to explain his
enormous strength, but also because of his skills in battle

and hi

apacity to help them survive the threat of the White

. Tormund is forced to make

Walkers. After Mance Rayder di

difficult decisions about the future of the free folk, ones that
require him to rely on more than brute strength.

When Jon Snow seeks an alliance with the wildlings at
Hardhome, Tormundss testimony on his behalf is critical: he
hi

work alongside the free folk to ensure their safety. While Mance

een Jon's commitment to his people and his willingness to

ormund sees the

Rayder staunchly refuses such an alliance,

scale of the threat in front of them and willingly commits his life

to fighting alongside the Night's Watch. This means

isking his
life in the Battle of the Bastards, standing guard at Eastwatch
by-the-Sea, traveling north of the Wall to kidnap a wight, and
leading his troops into the Battle of Winterfell.

Tormund does all this not because he is duty bound but

because he is a free man. Tormund commits to those causes he

believes in, including his adoration of Brienne of Tarth. Though

he desires Brienne, he also recognizes her as a warrior, and he
is among the first to embrace her as a knight.

After the Battle of Winterfell, Tormund accepts Brienne's

is advances, and he returns north. This demon

strates his willingness to act decisively on behalf of the free

people, who would not have survived without his leadership.

In the end, alongside his ally Jon Snow, Tormund returns with

his people to restore their home beyond the Wall.
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erases any semblance of the boy he was.

As the omniscient Three-Eyed Raven, Bran knows better
than anyone that everything he is going through is happening
for a reason. While he uses his knowledge sparingly, and often
cryptically, he knows that his story—which he tells to Tyrion
before the Battle of Winterfell—holds profound meaning
and importance. Indeed, after the tragic fall of Daenerys
Targaryen, Tyrion suggests the new ruler of Westeros must
have a good story, one that unites the people, “and who ha
better story than Bran the Broken?" Bran Stark of Winterfell

might never have expected this turn of events, but Bran the

‘Three-Eyed Raven has already seen it clearly, and he accepts,

knowing he must use his vast knowledge of Westeros's

history to map out its future,
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“I will take what is mine

with fire and blood”

DAENERYS TARGARYEN
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BONDS OF WESTEROS

MISSANDEI & GREY WORM

WHEN ASSEMBLING HER CLOSEST ADVISORS,

Daenerys

Targaryen works to empower those who have been enslaved.
She allows the Unsullied to select their own general in Grey
Worm, and she takes on the translator Missandei as her trusted
advisor, placing the two together in her inner circle as they
adapt to their newfound freedom. While they are individually
working to earn Daenerys’s trust and respect, Missandei and
Grey Worm also start to develop a connection with each
other, beginning a relationship made possible by their freedom
but complicated by the scars of their respective upbringings.
Working closely together, it’s natural that Grey Worm and
Missandei would turn to each other for support. When Grey
Worm is grievously injured in an assault by the Sons of the
Harpy, Missandei sits watch beside his bed. The two share their
first kiss in this moment and start down a road previously
denied to them by a life of slavery and physical murilation.
When Grey Worm is deployed to the siege of Casterly
Rock, he realizes that he risks losing not just his life but the life
he shares with Missandei. Missandei feels the same, since Grey
Worm understands what she’s been through and shares her
link with Daenerys, making him a crucial source of support as
the pressures of war mount upon the army’s arrival in Westeros.
The intimacy they discover is a bright light in the dark-
ness of war, but it is the last light they see. They are received
coldly by northerners, who aren’t used to seeing people who
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look like them, and they survive the Battle of Winterfell only
to be attacked by the Iron Fleet. Missandei is captured by
Euron Greyjoy, and when Daenerys refuses to surrender, Cersei
has Missandei executed on the city walls, a tragic end that fuels
the ensuing brutal assault on King’s Landing. Daenerys avenges
her death by following Missandei’s last word dracarys. However,
when Daenerys is murdered by Jon Snow, Grey Worm is left to
carry on the queen’s justice.

After Daenerys is murdered and Bran the Broken takes
power, Grey Worm walks away from Westeros and sets sail for
Naath, where he and Missandei imagined settling once the lib-
eration of Westeros was complete. Though it is now a lost
dream, Grey Worm honors its spirit, and he uses his freedom to
explore alife that wouldn't have been possible without Daenerys

and Missandei.
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“People have been

swinging at me for

years and they always
seem to miss.”
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KNOWN IN KING’s LANDING as the Master of Whisperers,

Varys holds a particular type of power. Although far
removed from the knighthoods that typically signify
power in Westeros, he amasses an enormous network of
informants over two continents, “little birds” that spy on
allies and enemies alike in order to keep him abreast of the
comings and goings of the realm. Born a slave in Lys, the
young Varys is purchased by a sorcerer who uses him to
perform a magical ritual and leaves him for dead. In his
struggle to survive, Varys develops his skills in espionage
and intrigue while making his way to Westeros. Motivated
by his own past mistreatment, Varys seeks a leader who
will best foster peace and prosperity.

Appointed to the small council, a group that sets pol-
icy for all of Westeros, under the Mad King Aerys, he is one
of the few that manages to retain his position after Robert’s
Rebellion. Given his unassuming appearance, Varys pres-
ents as a humble man, committed to his duty above any
other personal aspirations or changes in rulers. However,
Varys is far from apolitical, given his work behind the
scenes to orchestrate his particular vision for the future of

Westeros. While he leaves King’s Landing to support
Daenerys’s rule over Meereen and organize alliances with
Dorne and the Tyrells, he remains loyal to the crown as an
institution and is simply lending his support to the leader
he feels will secure the brightest future for Westeros.

For this reason, Varys is among the first to signal con-
cern over Daenerys's temperament in the wake of the Battle
of Winterfell. Realizing that the queen is losing sight of her
values after the truth about Jon Snow threatens her claim
to the throne, Varys begins the process of building support
for a new leader. It’s not the first time he’s committed trea-
son in the name of the realm, but it becomes the last, as he
is the only one of Daenerys's inner circle to accept the truth
of her demeanor. Although Varys tells Tyrion he hopes he’s
wrong, Daenerys orders Varys killed for treason, and he
dies by Drogon’s fire. Varys’s warning hangs heavy over the
destruction of King's Landing.

In a political environment where so many are out for
their own interests, Varys cares only about the realm, but
that isn’t enough to save King’s Landing from Daenerys or
Daenerys from herself.
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The Dothraki are a nomadic people, but they still require a city to gather together.
The only city located in the Dothraki Sea, Vaes Dothrak provides a communal space
where weapons are forbidden, and where a culture that generally does not shy away
from violence puts aside its differences to focus on trade and diplomacy. In Vaes

Dothrak, Daenerys first proves herself worthy as khaleesi, but when she’s held cap-

tive for not joining the Dosh Khaleen, she burns the khals alive, emerging from the

fire to lead the rest of the Dothraki to Westeros.

THE HORSE GATE

The Horse Gate is comprised of two
large stallions, the hooves of which
come together to form an archway
leading into the city. The horse is a
significant symbol to the Dothraki,
who are known as “horse-mounted
warriors.” Their strong connection
with horses defines their society.

MARKETPLACE
The city has two marketplaces, the
Eastern and Western Markets, where
foreign merchants often come to sell
their merchandise.
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THE IRON ISLANDS & THE VALE
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When war breaks out in Westeros, the natural defenses of the Iron Islands and the Vale mean
that neither has any immediate need to get involved. However, as the War of the Five Kings
evolves, both Pyke and the Eyrie are swept up in the conflict. Balon and then Euron Greyjoy
push House Greyjoy deep into the war in an attempted power play, while Petyr Baelish's
murderous takeover of the Eyrie Leads Vale forces to the defense of House Stark and Winterfell.
As the Last War ends, Yara Greyjoy rules over the Iron Islands, while young Lord Robin Arryn
Leads the Vale into an uncertain future.

PYKE
Situated among the rocky Iron Islands, and home to House
Greyjoy, Pyke worships the Drowned God. Separated from
the North by water, the ironborn are part of Westeros but
also resist its rule, reaving along its coast and serving as a

wild card each time the continent goes to war.
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JON SNOW

Wi

eN NED RK ARRIVES Home from war with a child

not born of his wife, Catelyn, that child is doomed to be an

outsider. Although Jon Snow develops bonds with his father

and his siblings, he serves as a source of shame to Lady Catelyn,

and hes ost

red from key aspects of family life due to the

nature of his alleged birth, such as not being permitted to sit

at the same table as his family members. Though he resents

this isolation, Jon regards his upbringing with honor, and
unexpectedly finds himself playing a role he was never meant

to play, taking on immens

responsibilities that push him past

the limits of his supposed birth status.

Jon joins the Night's Watch to find a purpose: “taking the

blac! s the chance to

" gives even outcasts of prominent fam

rise above their circumstances. Upon his arrival at Castle Black,
however, his noble idea of the Night's Watch is dashed—instead
of finding highborn noblemen who cast aside their titles and

power to humbly protect the North, he finds criminals and

thieves avoiding punishment, along with outc

ike himself.

Though Jon's highborn background makes him an outsider
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she abandons her training to return to Westeros and avenge

her family. She wipes out House Frey in a single blow and

then sets her sights on Queen Cersei in King’s Landing. When
Arya learns that the family shes presumed dead has retaken
Winterfell, she must choose: Does she remain the lone wolf,
the life s

reunite with her family?

e trained for, or does she return to her homeland and

Arya chooses her family, as she was destined to: Melisandre
once looked into her eyes and saw the darkness that Arya
would face in her life, and during the Battle of Winterfell,
Melisandre realizes that Arya is the one who is prophesied by
the Lord of Light to defeat the Night King and save Westeros

from darkness. Melisandre’s prophecy—that she will take the

lives of people with “brown eyes, green eyes, and blue eyes”

suggests that she will play a vital role in the fight against the

White Walkers, and Arya's heroism during the long, horrifying

night solidifies her place as one of Westeros's bravest warriors.

After the Battle of Winterfell, while others prepare to move on

with their liv

s, Arya rid

s to King’s Landing to finish what

she started and murder Cersei Lannister.

In King’s Landing, Sandor Clegane warns Arya

a life driven by revenge, telling her that her mi
point of no return. Though she had already accepted the conse-
quences of her journey, she ultimately chooses to live—but not
to become Lady of Storms End, or to stand at her brother’s side

in King’s Landing, or to join her sister at Winterfell. For the first

time, she wants to chart her own course, searching for new

lands and a new life by sailing west into the great unknown.
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The North and
Beyond the Wall:

AN INTRODUCTION

HOUSE STARK, THE HOUSE OF THE APPOINTED WARDEN OF TH

sponsi-

ble for protecting its people, and its motto is a warning: Winter is coming. In
Westeros, seasons last years instead of months, so those born in the summer
know nothing of the harsh chill on the horizon. Though Eddard “Ned" Stark’s
sons and daughters are “summer children” with no idea of the struggle ahead,
they have been steeped in the values of the North from birth.

King Robert Baratheon's

for the Starks and for the North as a whole. Winterfell changes hands many

rrival at Winterfell triggers a series of tragedies

times, and the North becomes a pawn in a game of chess as would-be rulers
fight for a contested throne. Ned Stark’s eldest and younges h at
the hands of men who were once their allies, his daughters are separated and
endure their own tribulations at the hands of their enemies, and Ned and his
wife don't live to see the coming winter. When the Wall is finally destroyed
by the Night King and his army of the dead, the North is the front line of a

sons peri

great war, the last thing standing between Westeros and utter destruction.
‘Though Ned Stark can't protect his family, hi
sons of the North prove foundational to the salvation of Westeros. Whether

stle, or himself, his les-

out of self-preservation or stubborn determination, those who hail from
the North and those who adopt it as home are bound together by a fierce
independence and a survivor’s instinct. This spirit strengthens the remain-
ing Stark children and allows them to survive agair

st all odds. Challenges
transform them all, hardening their resolve and teaching them how to
weather storms long before the change in seasons.

Above all else, House Stark values honor over power. Though this
quality leads to Ned Stark’s death, it proves to be the saving grace for those
who survive the threat of winte:

rya chooses her family over the satis-

faction of revenge. Jon Snow ma a series of impossible choices when
trapped between love and duty and the truth about his past. Bran ascends

to rulership without a drop of blood on his hands. Sansa peaceably secedes

from Westeros, creating an independent North. Their northern upbring-

ing protects the Starks from the corruptive influence of the Iron Throne,
allowing them to see the dawn of a new spring for the North, Westeros, and
what lies beyond their borders.
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“When vou
play the game
of thrones,
you win or
you die”
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THE WAR OF THE FIVE KINGS rages
around a fundamental question: Who
has the right to rule over Westeros?

Joffrey Baratheon claims birthright
as the firstborn son of the murdered King
Robert Baratheon. Stannis Baratheon,
Robert’s eldest brother, does so also, based
on the assertion that none of Robert’s
children are trueborn, delegitimizing
Joffrey’s claim. Renly Baratheon, Robert’s
younger brother, considers himself better
suited to ruling than his older brother.
Robb Stark, King in the North after his
father’s death, leads a rebellion against
the Lannisters with the support of his fel-
low northerners. Balon Greyjoy, Lord of
the Iron Islands, has no legitimate claim
to power but is an opportunist who tries
to secede from Westeros by force amid
the confusion of war.

All these men want power and, with
the exception of Balon, they each hold
different claims to the Iron Throne,
with none “better” than the other; pro-
vided they garner enough support and
make the right decisions, any one of
these men could emerge as king.
However, none of them do. All five die,
either betrayed by their allies, assassi-
nated by their enemies, or defeated in
combat. When these men die, so too
does the notion of what constitutes the
right to rule in Westeros, and improba-
ble rulers like Cersei Lannister and
Daenerys Targaryen forge new paths to
power.

Cersei Lannister is never supposed to
achieve political power after Robert’s
death. Her two sons and her daughter
would rule before she would, and even
then the crown would likely search for
another lineage before considering her
own claim. Cersei rejects this birthright,
first by controlling her sons, and eventu-
ally through a violent attack on the Great
Sept of Baelor that kills Queen Margaery,
drives her son to suicide, and paves the
way for her ascension to the throne.
Cersei believes that she has earned power,
and after years of occupying a marginal-
ized role, she acts violently to claim that
power, refusing the peace offered by
Daenerys after the Battle of Winterfell.
Having worked so hard to prove she was
worthy of power, Cersei won't give it up,
even if it leads to her demise.

Daenerys Targaryen begins the
story tentative and innocent across the
Narrow Sea. Though she believes she has
a clear blood claim to the Iron Throne,
Daenerys refuses to rest on her birth-
right and seeks to define her form of
leadership by liberating Slaver’s Bay. By
the time she arrives in Westeros,
Daenerys has both the claim and the
resolve necessary to become queen, but
she discovers this isn’t enough. During
and after the Battle of Winterfell,
Daenerys fails to inspire others to pledge
their loyalty or allegiance to her, and
people are drawn to other leaders despite
her best efforts.

17,

One person who does pledge his loy-
alty is Jon Snow, who, unlike Cersei and
Daenerys, has no interest in sitting on
the Iron Throne. As a member of the
Night's Watch, Jon discovers his own
innate leadership qualities, but he is
forced to stay independent of the politics
of Westeros. After leaving, he discovers
that others want to rally behind him as
King in the North. When word spreads
that Jon is the son of Rhaegar Targaryen,
and therefore the rightful heir to the
Iron Throne, support for his leadership
grows stronger. Regardless, Jon pledges
his allegiance to Daenerys, whether out
of honor, love, or a lack of desire to rule
over Westeros.

Ultimately, after Daenerys's death,
Tyrion Lannister addresses the lords and
ladies of Westeros as they discuss who
should rule. Since no one has a clear
“right” to rule, they must choose some-
one. Edmure Tully steps forth and claims
his seniority makes him the best candi-
date, but he is summarily dismissed. The
experiences of Cersei, Daenerys, and Jon
reinforce that leadership must involve
more than birthright, popular support, or
adesire for power. Good rulership requires
a delicate balance and someone who can
unite everyone, and Bran the Broken is {
deemed best suited. Having learned the
lessons of his predecessors, Bran rep-
resents their history, and therefore, he can
avoid the violence and mistakes of the past
as he leads Westeros into the future.
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embraces Dothraki culture as Drogo’s khaleesi, his queen,
learning the language and earning the admiration and respect
of the khalasar. When Drogo is wounded, Daenerys makes a
series of difficult decisions in a failed attempt to save his life,
losing her unborn son in the process. In the wake of Drogo’s
death, Daenerys promises to lead the remaining khalasar, and
then she walks into Drogo’s burning funeral pyre with the
three dragon eggs she received at their wedding, Incredibly,
she emerges unharmed and carrying three newly hatched
dragons, the first in living memory. Born from the flames, the
dragons represent the power that has been bestowed upon
Daenerys, but which she also earns through her willingness to
walk into fire.

Daenerys needs ships to cross the Narrow Sea to Westeros

and an army to overthrow the kingdom. In Essos she considers
the Unsullied—slave soldiers trained to serve their masters—as
a possible solution. However, Daenerys strongly opposes slav-
ery, and instead of purchasing the army, she frees the Unsullied
and inspires them to overthrow the masters of Slaver’s Bay and

join her of their own free will. However, after liberating the
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After Daenerys disappears following the attempt on
her life at the fighting pits, the former masters of

Slaver’s Bay organize to reclaim Meereen, putting

Daenerys on the defensive for the first time. She
returns with Drogon, Viserion, and Rhaegal,
immolating the masters and securing a crucial
victory—along with a fleet of ships to accompany

her to Westeros.
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even among outsiders, he eventually takes a role of mentor

and friend to people like Samwell Tarly, Pyp, and Grenn and

is groomed for leadership by Lord Commander Jeor Mormont,

sing beyond his stewardship to a key role against the invading
wildling clans beyond the Wall.

When Jon infiltrates the wildlings as a would-be defector,
he is first scorned as an ineffectual crow. Though he earns
their respect, Jon breaks their trust when he escapes from his
captors and helps the Night's Watch defeat the wildling army.
After Jon is elected Lord Commander, he tries to convince the
wildlings to join with the Night's Watch to defend Westeros
from the White Walkers, an uneasy alliance that leads many
of his brothers in black to question his leadership. Betrayed by

a mutineering band of his brothers, Jon is stabbed and left for

dead. However, he is brought back to life by Melisandre and
the Lord of Light, the universe signaling that his role is far

from over.

What is that role? Jon Snow never asks for power. Samwell
Tarly pushes for his election as Lord Commander of the Night's
Watch, and young Lady Lyanna Mormont suggests that her

fellow lords embrace him as King in the North. Believed to be

an illegitimate son, Jon knows he is not allowed to hold such

a title, and he re:

sts it, choosing instead to pledge his and the

yen. Even when he learns

North's allegiance to Daener

the truth—that he is the son of Rhaegar T

ryen and the

he doesn't envision himself

rightful heir to the Iron Throne
a king. Though Jon Snow fights valiantly on the front lines in
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BONDS OF WESTEROS

YGRITTE & JON

Wuen Jon Svow rLeaves the confines of Castle Black

to travel beyond the Wall, he has a very limited under-

nding of the wildlings. From the perspective of Westeros,
the wildlings are the key threat against the realm, a feral

enemy that requires the vigilance of the Night's Watch to

keep them at bay. When Jon meets Ygritte, firstas her captor

and then as her captive, Jon sees the wildlings in a different

light. Jon's mission is to infiltrate the wildings and be a spy

for the Night's Watch. However, as he spends time with

Yeritte, he feels a kinship and connection he doesn't expect.

Ygritte has goals and dreams and fights for a cause

not unlike Jon's. This personal relationship ultimately
leads to an alliance that secures the North in a time of

great peril.

Initially, Jon pursues Ygritte partially to prove his

disavowal of the Night's Watch, but things

change when
ale the Wall, Jon

eschews his oath to the Night's Watch when they share

they become closer. As they prepare to st

a romantic encounter in a grotto; when they survive the
harrowing ascent, they embrace in a swell of emotion.
In a world that is dark and full of terrors, the sweeping

romance of Jon and Ygritte is a rare beacon of light.

Despite falling for each other, what truly defines
Jon and Ygritte is their commitment to their respective

caus

. Jon Snow knows he will return to the Night’s
Watch, and Ygritte will always fight for the wildlings, no
matter how much they love each other, and even if their
personal causes are doomed to fail. When Jon turns on
stle Black,

Yeritte forces herself to put an arrow in his back, leaving

s defend C:

the wildlings to help his brothes

him and their relationship wounded, though not dead.

When Jon and Ygritte meet again in the field of battle

to each other, Ygritte hesitates, raising the possibility
that they could find their happily-ever-after beyond the

carnage. An arrow from young Olly shatters that dream,

and Ygritte dies in Jon's arms. Nevertheless, her legacy
lives on in the partnership that Jon forges between the
Night's Watch and the wildlings following that battle.
Jon's willingness to understand the wildlings as people,

not as savages, enables the two sides to come to an

agreement, and Ygritte’s memory giv
possible. That

order to meet the looming threat, Jon knows both sides of

Jon hope that this

realm ucial, since in

aving alliance i o

the Wall must understand that they are on the same side.

255





OEBPS/image_rsrcSE.jpg
RHAEGAL

RIDER: |on Snow

SIZE: Approximately equal to Viserion and smaller than Drogon
COLOR: Green and bronze
EYES: Green

STORYLINE: After joining his mother and brothers in the fight against
the slavers in Meereen, Rhaegal ventures beyond the Wall to
battle the White Walkers and the Night King. Although he loses
his brother Viserion in the fight north of the Wall, Rhaegal finds
his rider in on Snow, his namesake’s long-lost son. After being
injured in the Battle of Winterfell, Rhaegal is downed by the
Iron Fleet’s scorpions on his return to Dragonstone, enraging his
mother and setting her down a dark path.

STATUS: Deceased

VISERION

RIDER: The Night King

SIZE: Approximately equal to Rhaegal and smaller than Drogon
COLOR: Initially bronze and gold, then blue-gray
EVES: Initially green, then bright blue

STORYLINE: Viserion is fighting off the wights alongside his brothers
north of the Wall when the Night King’s spear sends him
plummeting into the frozen lake. After he is dredged from the
lake’s depths by the army of the dead, the Night King transforms
him into a dragon of ice instead of fire—a weapon of mass
destruction that destroys the Wall, allowing the White Walkers to
invade Westeros en masse. What's left of Viserion is defeated in
the Battle of Winterfell when Arya kills the Night King, erasing all
the men and beasts he brought back to Life.

STATUS: Deceased
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THENIGHTKING _ WHITE WALKERS

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

White hair
Pale gray/blue skin

Icy, glowing blue ey
Have a spoken La
Horned crown
Transformed while alive

ABILITIES

Sentient

Can resurrect the deceased as wi

Can transform humans into White Walkers by touch
Can freeze by touch
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Can shatter metal weapons

Have seismic control
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Resistant to fire

Cannot revive a corpse if it has been burned by fire
Can be killed by fire
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House Stark:

UNITED

Wuen K ROBERT BARATHEON

visits Winterfell to ask Ned Stark to be

his Hand, the Stark children assemble to

greet him: young, proud, mischievous,
and excited to see the king. Almost
immediately, this tightly knit family unit
dissolves: Jon heads to the Wall; Ned

Stark becomes Hand of the King; Arya

and Sansa join their father in King's
Landing; Robb takes on the mantle of
Lord of Winterfell; and Bran recovers
from his fall at home with Rickon. Robb
soon departs Winterfell to wage war on
the Lannisters after Neds death, and
Arya leaves Sansa at King’s Landing in
the ensuing chaos. The Starks all have
their own journeys to travel, and when
the children reconnect in the North
years later, they are each profoundly
changed. To move forward, they must
come to terms with these new versions
of themselves, rediscovering what it
means to be a Stark of Winterfell.

Sansa and Jon are the first to reunite,

and even though they aren't very close,
it's an emotional reunion, given how
long they've been separated from family.
Jon and Sansa’s relationship is shaped by

the contrast in their journey:

s: while Jon

learns to survive by fighting for what

he believes in at the Wall, Sansa learns

from King’s Landing pol s result,

Sansa doesn't always see eye to eye with
her brother’s decisions once he supplants
her as the reigning Stark in the North.
Sansa has trouble connecting with
Bran as well. She welcomes Bran's
return to Winterfell, but he isn't the

carefree child Sansa once knew. He is no

193

longer a little brother, but the powerful,

all-seeing, all-knowing Three-Eyed
Raven.

Arya and Sansa are also very
different people. After reuniting at
Winterfell, they come into conflict over
the question of loyalty: if two people
never trusted each other before, can they
trust each other now, after all this time,
and after they've changed so much?

‘This tension fades as the Starks
remember that they are, first and
foremost, family. Through the Battle
of Winterfell, and the rise and fall of

Daenerys

Targaryen, the Starks see
things differently but never allow those

differences to sever their bonds. At last

on the docks of King’s Landing, as they

prepare to go their separate ways, the

Starks share one last embrace. Separated
by circumstances, and reunited by

nece:

sity, the Starks weather it all to

survive—and thrive—against the odds.
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MANCE RAYDER

MANCE RAYDER 1S A MAN OF TwWo worLps. Born a wilding
but raised as a member of the Night's Watch, he deserted his
post as a ranger in order to join his people, the free folk. As
their leader, the “King-beyond-the-Wall," he works to keep the
peace between the warring clans, sensing that a greater threat
is on the horizon. One of the first to recognize the danger
of the White Walkers, Mance Rayder leads the free folk on a
march to safety south of the Wall, an act of war only because
no one—including Mance—is ready to put the battle between
his two worlds aside to unite against a common enemy.

While infiltrating the wildlings, Jon Snow gets a
firsthand look at Mance and judges him a charismatic and
gifted leader—though Mance is still a wildling and Jon is
still a crow, and generations of conflict run deeper than any
mutual respect. After a brutal battle for Castle Black, Mance
eventually suggests a treaty to Jon: allow the wildlings to
pass through the Wall to safety from the White Walkers, and
the fighting can end. Sadly, his treaty comes too late: Stannis
Baratheon's forces arrive to force the free folk’s surrender, and
they end Mance's war on the terms of his oppressors.

Despite this defeat, Mance refuses to bend the knee to

Stannis. Even when Stannis offers to pardon the rest of the
free folk and allow them to fight on his behalf, Mance cannot
bring himself to place himself and his people in subservience
to another would-be king of Westeros. Although his people
need to cross through the Wall in order to be safe, Mance
refuses to sacrifice their freedom in order to achieve this
goal—an admirable if ultimately reckless path that leads to the
deaths of thousands of his people. Jon Snow learns lessons in
his time with the wildlings that could unite the two sides as
equals, but Mance is a prideful man who believes that their
differences run too deep and refuses an alliance that would
threaten his and his people's freedom.

Mance's respect for his people earns Jon's respect in kind,
and the young crow gives him the mercy of an arrow after
Stannis orders the King-beyond-the-Wall burned at the stake.
Lending credence to Mance's cynicism, Jon is killed by his
brothers in the Night's Watch for trying to create an alliance
with the free folk. When Jon is revived by Melisandre, he
commits to bridging the two worlds, and his success fosters
hope that the next generation of leaders can heal the wounds

of the past.
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THE ROAD TO KING’S
LANDING

Forced to join her father and
oldersister at court, Arya's
road to King’s Landing
brings only tragedy, asa
confrontation with the
arrogant Prince [offrey
leads to the death of her
friend Mycah and the forced
banishment of her direwol,
Nymeria.

TRAGEDY AT THE SEPT
OF BAELOR

Arya spends her days in King’s
Landing training with a wooden
sword, unaware of how soon she
will need those skills. After her
father is arrested and beheaded,
she flees the city disguised as a
boy headed for the Night’s Watch,
swearing vengeance against those
who facilitated her father’s death.

BEHIND ENEMY LINES

Arya hides in plain sight as the
War of the Five Kings unfolds
around her, serving Tywin
Lannister at Harrenhal and
meeting Jagen H'ghar and the
Brotherhood Without Banners
before being kidnapped by the
Hound, who plans to ransom
herto her family until Arya’s
mother, Catelyn, and her
brother Robb are murdered at
the Red Wedding.

FROM PRISONER TO
TRAVELER

Aftera journey of self-
discovery for both Arya and
the Hound, the two traveling
companions approach the
Eyrie, where Brienne of Tarth
attempts to liberate Arya.
Older now and much changed,
Arya no longer needs rescue;
she Leaves Brienne and a
wounded Hound to board a
boat for Braavos.

ARYA AND THE FACELESS
MEN

Reuniting with |agen Hghar,
Arya trains to be a Faceless Man,
giving up connections to her life
in Westeros and becoming a face-
changing assassin. However, Arya
is unable to forget the injustice
done to her family, and she
cchooses to return to Westeros to

cross the names off her list using.
her newfound skills.
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HARRENHAL
A dark and foreboding castle located
on the lakeshore of the Gods Eye, its
five tall towers are allegedly haunted,
which would explain why no family
Lasts long within its walls. During the
War of the Five Kings, it becomes a
base of operations for the Lannister
forces, where a disguised Arya Stark
bears cups for Tywin Lannister. Later,
under the control of Roose Bolton,

it's where [aime Lannister saves
Brienne of Tarth from the bear pi
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“I'rom this day
until your last day
you are

Ramsay Bolton.
Son of

Roose Bolton,

the Warden

of the North.”

ROOSE BOLTON

RAMSAY & ROOSE BOLTON

"j House Bovton, feared by their enemies and allies alike,
flaunts this reputation proudly under their banner of the
flayed man, representing the Boltons' favorite method of
torture. Though Roose Bolton obediently fights alongside
Robb Stark in his war against the Lannisters, this alliance is
not to last.

Roose Bolton's conflict with Robb emerges from
a philosophical disagreement about the rules of war.

Whereas Robb is an idealist, Roose is a chilling realist and
opportunist, believing that one should use every tool at
one's disposal in order to defeat their enemy, including
killing prisoners of war and torture. Even though Roose is
a clever strategist, Robb rejects every piece of advice Roose
gives him. So when Roose sees the tide of war turning,
he aligns with the Lannisters and Walder Frey to plot the
Red Wedding. Roose joins in this horrible crime because
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THE SONS OF THE HARPY

THE SLAVERS—OR MASTERS—IN SLAVER’S BAY that rule in
Astapor, Yunkai, and Meereen live luxurious lives while
their slaves face torture and squalor. However, after
Daenerys Targaryen overthrows the masters of all three cit-
ies, they do not rertaliate against her overtly. Instead, they
launch an insurgency through the Sons of the Harpy.
Donning gold masks to hide their faces, the Sons of the
Harpy use violence to disrupt Daenerys’s actempts at estab-
lishing peace and to force her to either reinstate slavery or
withdraw from the area entirely.

The Sons launch small attacks that claim the life of Ser
Barristan Selmy and dozens of civilians and Unsullied,
whose freedom cost the masters their social status. They
eventually succeed at forcing Daenerys to reinstate gladiato-
rial fighting pits, where slaves are pitted against one another

133

for entertainment. Still they are unsatisfied, and during a
match they reveal themselves among the crowd and murder
Daenerys’s fiancé Hizdahr zo Loraq, countless others, and
nearly Daenerys herself before Drogon rescues her.

Eventually, Tyrion Lannister—operating on Daenerys’s
behalf—offers the masters peace in return for the slow repeal
of slavery. However, the former slave owners betray this
peace and wage outright war in Meereen, which proves to be
their undoing. While operating in dark alleyways made the
Sons of the Harpy a challenging foe for Daenerys in her
quest for peace in Slaver’s Bay, these dishonorable forces are
quickly undone in the light of day. Their destruction is
Daenerys’s last test in Slaver’s Bay, the final hurdle before
she is able to take everything—good and bad—she learned
fighting them across the Narrow Sea to Westeros.
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L The Direwolves

WHEN THE STARKS STUMBLE UPON A DEAD DIREWOLF and
her litter of pups in the woods outside Winterfell, Jon Snow
convinces his father that it's a good omen. There are six pups,
four males and two females, a perfect match for each of the
Stark cl

south of the Wall, it feels natural that the Starks would each

ren. Although direwolves are now rarely seen

GREY WIND

OWNER: Robb Stark

COLOR: Gray with white

STORYLINE: After joining Robb on the battlefield, Grey Wind also
joins him in death, as House Frey amplifies the horrors of the Red
Wedding in a moment of sickening pageantry.

STATUS: Deceased

SUMMER

OWNER: Bran Stark

COLOR: Cream and tan

STORYLINE: Through Summer, Bran embraces his warging abilities,
and like Jojen and Hodor, Summer is crucial to Bran’s safe passage
beyond the Wall. Summer dies so that Bran can escape from the
wights at the weirwood tree.

STATUS: Deceased

NYMERIA

OWNER: Arya Stark

COLOR: Cream, beige, and gray

STORYLINE: When Arya is forced to banish Nymeria to protect her
from |offrey’s punishment, it is the start of Arya’s journey of self-
discovery and her break from the North. When she reunites with
Nymeria on her return to Winterfell, they have come full circle.
Arya realizes that Nymeria does not belong to her, just as Arya does
not belong to anyone; their identities cannot be imposed on them
by others, and they must go their separate ways.

STATUS: Alive

grow up alongside a creature distinctly tied to their roots in
the North. The direwolves become much more than animal
companions and protectors. In both life and death, the wolves
become an extension of their respective Starks and valuable

symbols of the sacrifices they're forced to make over the

course of events.

LADY

OWNER: Sansa Stark

COLOR: Primarily white with some gray

STORYLINE: Sansa’s direwolf is executed (in place of Nymeria)
in a cruel lesson about the power wielded by House Lannister,
foreshadowing Sansa’s future mistreatment in King’s Landing.
STATUS: Deceased

GHOST

OWNER: [on Snow

COLOR: The lightest of the six—white with red eyes

STORYLINE: Jon Snow feels a kinship with Ghost, the runt of the
litter. As Ghost grows larger than his littermates, so Jon grows larger
than his outcast status. Ghost saves Jon’s life on several occasions,
defending him against his own brothers of the Night’s Watch,
keeping watch over him when he is brought back to life, and joining
him on the front lines of the war with the White Walkers. After both
survive the Battle of Winterfell, on sends Ghost north to Castle
Black, though they are soon reunited after Jon is sentenced to return
to the Night’s Watch. As Jon rides north to settle beyond the Wall
with the wildlings, Ghost travels with him, returning to the lands
where direwolves have long roamed.

STATUS: Alive

SHAGGYDOG

OWNER: Rickon Stark

COLOR: The darkest of the six—dark gray to black

STORYLINE: The protector of the youngest Stark, Shaggydog is
slain, and his head is used to prove Rickon’s identity after he is
captured by House Bolton.

STATUS: Deceased
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the war against the Night King, risking his life to protect his

family, his people,

nd the realm, he has no interest in leading
Westeros, despite his claim.

Others believe the Lord of Light has resurrected Jon to sit
on the Iron Throne, but Jon Snow’s sense of duty and honor,
instilled in him by Ned Stark, inspires him to single-mindedly
serve his people. Initially, that means supporting Daenerys

Targaryen's claim to the Iron Throne, and once Daenerys proves

herself unfit to rule Westeros, it means killing the woman he
loves.

Rather than trying to rule in Daeneryss place as a
‘Targaryen, or even returning to the North as a Stark, Jon accepts
the consequences of his treason, and travels beyond the Wall to
create a new life independent of the names and roles he's been
given. Jon saves Westeros from a potential tyrant, but he ends

his story still searching for a place he can finally call his own.
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JON SNOW’S TRUE PARENTAGE

During Ned Stark’s Last conversation with Jon Snow, he prom-
ises that the next time they meet, he'll discuss [on’s mother.
That conversation never happens; the truth about fon’s
mother seemingly dies with Ned. When Bran becomes the
Three-Eyed Raven, he discovers—with critical information
from Sam and Gilly—that Jon Snow is actually Aegon
Targaryen, the son of Rhaegar Targaryen and Lyanna Stark.
The true story of Jon’s birth reverses years of history and
fundamentally alters Jon’s identity and his relationship with
his aunt and Lover, Daenerys Targaryen.
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IN ADDITION TO VaLYRIAN sTEEL, dragonglass can be used to kill
White Walkers, as Samwell Tarly discovers north of the Wall. It is in
fact a dagger made of dragonglass that the Children of the Forest use
to stab one of the First Men, transforming him into the White Walker
that becomes the Night King. Jon Snow sees dragonglass as a key tool
in the war against the Night King’s army of the dead, but acquiring
it means traveling to Dragonstone, where he successfully convinces
Daenerys Targaryen to allow him to mine the island for this vital
weapon, marking the start of their alliance and becoming a beacon of
hope for the defense of Westeros.
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GREYSCALE

Those afflicted with the dreaded greyscale suffer watching their own
skin slowly dying, thickening, cracking, and turning to what appears
to be stone over the course of many years. It’s extremely contagious, 5o
those who survive the disease’s early stages, called the Stone Men, are
exiled to distant lands.

Tyrion and Jorah witness what happens
to victims in the Later stages of disease as
they sail through OLd Valyria in Essos and
encounter the Stone Men, their bodies
disfigured and their minds lost. Jorah Learns
how contagious greyscale is when his arm is
grabbed by a Stone Man.

However, greyscale meets its match in
Samwell Tarly, who encounters Jorah in
Oldtown’s cells and commits to finding

the cure, even though the Archmaester
assures him it's dangerous, and therefore
forbidden. In the library, Sam discovers a
cure for greyscale, though it involves a great
deal of pain and patience and places him at
risk of contagion. Following the carefully
written instructions, Sam nauseatingly but
successfully removes the damaged tissue
from Jorah, giving him a new lease on

life. The experience also teaches Sam an
important lesson about the conservatism

of the maesters’ approach to knowledge.
Had more maesters been willing to act like
Sam, it’s possible that greyscale could have
been cured years earlier, sparing Shireen,
the Stone Men, and all others afRicted from

et introduction to Greyscale

through young Shireen Baratheon.
She contracts greyscale as a small

child, but since the dis
arrested at an early stage, S|
survives with only a patch of
greyscale on her f
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SANSA

STARK

SaNsA STARK, THE seconp cuip and eldest daughter
of Ned and Catelyn Stark,
who travels to King?

the only member of her family

Landing without hesitation. Unlike her

and embraces the

sister, Arya, she excels at ladylike pursui
courtly life planned for her, elated to discover that she could
be a potential match for Prince Joffrey and could live in the
capital. There, Sansa sees an idyllic future: to marry a prince,
eventually become queen, and have children who one day rule
Westeros.

However, Sansa’s dream life soon becomes a nightmare,

as Joffrey exposes himself as a monster. After Joffrey ¢

her aside to become engaged to Margaery Tyrell, Sans:
trapped in a courtly prison by families who want to use her
name to bolster their own claims to power. Ultimately, Sansa
is betrothed to a Lannister, but instead of Joffrey, she weds the

outcast Tyrion. Though Tyrion protects Sansa from Joffre

continued abuse, she is eventually rescued from King's Landing
and her enforced marriage by Petyr Baclish, aka Littlefinger,
whose efforts are less than pure. Sansa is a beautiful pawn in
his own quest for power in the Vale and beyond, Petyr marries
Sansa off to Ramsay Bolton so he can have a Stark installed at
Winterfell and an ally in the Boltons, who come to control the
North. As a Bolton bride, S:
Winterfell, but the sadistic Ramsay tortures her and keeps her

ansa returns as the rightful heir to

as a prisoner in her own home.
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Like her sister, Arya, Sansa learns from her hardships, and

after her escape from Winterfell, she makes the political moves
that turn the tide in the Battle of the Bastards. One by one, she
delivers justice on those who abused her, feeding Ramsay to

his dogs and sentencing Baclish to die for his crim

s against
her and the realm. As she becomes the true Lady of Winterfell,
finally in control of her own destiny, Sansa realizes that she still

faces resistance to her authority. The North embraces Jon Snow
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QYOUSONIY

CASTLE BLACK EASTWATCH-BY-THE-SEA
Castle Black is located at a central point along the  Eastwatch is a castle on the eastern end of the Wall by the Bay of Seals.
Wall, serving as the main headquarters of the Night’s  In an effort to build support for the fight against the White Walkers,

Watch and the launching point for their ranging  Jon Snow and his men venture beyond the Wall to kidnap a wight in
parties beyond the borders of Westeros. While it order to bring it to King’s Landing. When this plan goes awry, Daenerys

survives attacks from wildlings and is spared the wrath  Targaryen and her dragons come to Jon’s rescue, inadvertently giving the
of the Night King and his army, its future purpose is  White Walkers a major source of power: Viserion. The Night King shoots
unclear once the Wallis broken. down and subsequently reanimates Viserion and flies to Eastwatch on

the resurrected dragon. He uses its icy breath to send a huge section of
the Wall crumbling into the Narrow Sea, allowing the army of the dead
to march freely into Westeros.
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PERHAPS THE MOST STRIKING similar-
ity between Daenerys and Cersei is that
they are partially driven by prophecy.
Both receive potential glimpses into the
future that consciously or unconsciously
shape their lives; they both operate
under the belief that higher powers have
plans for them.

As a child, Cersei receives a proph-
ecy from Maggy, a witch who predicts
Robert’s infidelity and the death of her
three children. Daenerys experiences
visions—a wintry and destroyed Red
Keep, a journey beyond the Wall—in the
House of the Undying in Qarth. In both
cases, elements of these prophecies come
to pass: Cersei’s children all die, and
Daenerys travels beyond the Wall and
briefly takes the Iron Throne as snow-
like ash falls in the Red Keep.

Theirs are not the only prophecies in
this story. Melisandre thinks Stannis, and
then Jon, are likely to be “the Prince That
Was Promised” by the Lord of Light, but
a correction in the prophecy’s translation
by Missandei indicates that a woman can
also be the one to turn the tide in the war
against the dead—which implies that

Daenerys might be meant to fulfill this

prophecy. Further, Melisandre makes a

prophecy about Arya Stark at their first
meeting: Arya, she says, will “shut many
eyes forever,” brown eyes, blue eyes, and
green eyes. Then, during the Battle of
Winterfell, Arya fulfills the prophecy as
the “princess who was promised,” fight-
ing her way through the chaos to kill the
Night King, which destroys the army of
the dead. Unlike Cersei and Daenerys,
Arya is not driven by her prophecy:
although Arya is reminded of the proph-
ecy by Melisandre on the eve of battle,
this is never her primary motivation.

Arya’s role in defeating the army of the

dead is her own choice and not preor-
dained to fulfill a divine destiny.

The power of prophecy is not in
how it determines the future, but in how
it shapes the actions of those who live in
its shadow. For leaders living under the
weight of a promised future, that prom-
ise affects their choices, whether they
are trying to avoid or realize that future.
Would Cersei
charted different paths without their

and Daenerys have
prophecies? This question lingers, unan-
swered, though it’s clear how their
prophecies shaped their stories, for bet-

ter or for worse.
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THE DOTHRAKI

When Viserys makes a deal with
Khal Drogo, he is not making a
deal with the entire Dothraki, a
nomadic horse culture whose
tribes roam the Dothraki Sea.
Drogo is but one khal of many,
the leader of a khalasar of fierce
warriors as well as the women
and children who travel with
them. Each khal’s hold on power
is dependent on their strength.
Daenerys proves herself worthy
of this

unscathed from the fire in the

when she emerges
temple of Vaes Dothrak, uniting
the Dothraki under her leader-
ship as khaleesi and reshaping
them into an army capable of
invading ~ Westeros.
Dothraki die in the Battle of
Winterfell, but

remain ride to King’s Landing

Many
those who

and contribute to Daenerys’s
sack of the city.

THE UNSULLIED

No one questions the strength
of the Unsullied. As slaves raised
and trained in Astapor, their
discipline makes them an ideal
force unaffected by lust, pain, or
other potential pitfalls. However,
the price of this discipline is
freedom, and Daenerys strug-
gles with the moral implications
of purchasing such an army,
given the way the soldiers are
treated. She sets them free and
reorganizes them to lead them-
While
heavily disciplined, officers like

selves. they remain
Grey Worm emerge to help the
Unsullied serve as their own
masters, and they join Daenerys
on her journey to Westeros of
their own free will, risking their
lives in the Battle of Winterfell
and leading their queen’s forces
into King’s Landing. After their
queen is dead, they sail onward
as free men.

SECOND SONS

There is no loyalty among the
Second Sons, nor any other
mercenary groups operating
out of Essos. Their swords are
bought and sold and can be
casily swayed by a higher bid-
der. Daenerys attempts just
this when she encounters the
Second Sons during her siege
of Yunkai. Allying with merce-
nary armies is inherently risky,
and it is only due to Daario’s
lust for Daenerys that the
Second Sons pledge their loy-
alty. They are left to maintain
control and peace in the Bay of
Dragons.

THE GOLDEN COMPANY

A mercenary army like the
Golden
Company is hired by Cersei

Second Sons, the

Lannister to defend her place
on the Iron Throne against the
invading Targaryen forces. In
the face of Drogon’s fire, the
Golden Company is swiftly
destroyed, signaling the inef-
fectiveness of conventional
forces in the face of a dragon
and his queen.
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Robert’s Rebellion

ROBERT'S REBELLION BECOMES A CRUCIAL EVENT in the turbulent history of Westeros,
since it ends centuries of Targaryen rule on the Iron Throne, which are undone by escalat-
ing crises of leadership, tragic love, and messy politics. While on paper it represents the
transfer of power from the Mad King Aerys Targaryen to Robert Baratheon, the events
surrounding Robert’s Rebellion are much more complex, creating a foundation for the War

of the Five Kings.

RHAEGAR TARGARYEN “ABDUCTS” LYANNA STARK
BEFORE THE REBELLION, Prince Rhaegar is married to Elia Martell, and Lyanna Stark is

betrothed to Robert Baratheon. It is scandalous when Rhaegar begins showing Lyanna
favor, and that scandal becomes an uproar among those loyal to both the Stark and Baratheon
families when it is presumed Lyanna has been abducted against her will and traken to Dorne
by Rhaegar. They respond by raising an objection with King Aerys.

However, when Brandon and Rickard Stark—Ned Stark’s brother and father—visit
Aerys, they find a king who is increasingly disconnected from realicy. Although Aerys has
long had a reputation of madness, an affliction common to Targaryens, it has never mani-
fested as violently as it does when he publicly executes Brandon and Rickard after their
arrival at King’s Landing, It is a significant turning point in public sentiment that galva-

nizes support for the rebellion against Targaryen rule.
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“You always knew exactly
what she was, and you
loved her anyway.”

TYRION LANNISTER

3
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MEERA &

JOJEN REED

As YOUTH, JOJEN REED AND HIS SISTER, MEERA, are called
to a higher purpose. Jojen has visions of Bran and knows it's
his mission to find Bran and help him fulfill his destiny as
the next Three-Eyed Raven. Jojen and Meera find Bran as he,
Osha, and Hodor are escaping Winterfell, on their way north.
Jojen and Bran share visions to help them locate the weirwood
tree beyond the Wall where the Three-Eyed Raven resides, and
Jojen helps Bran control his warging abilities.

181

During the attack at the weirwood tree, the wights
mortally wound Jojen, a fate he has foreseen in his visions.
Still, even knowing death awaits, Jojen chooses to make the
quest anyway.

Meera cannot help Jojen and is left to grieve her dead
brother. Further, Summer and Hodor also sacrifice themselves
so that she and Bran can escape the White Walkers, leaving her
alone to assist Bran through his training with the Three-Eyed
Raven. Meera embraces this tremendous responsibility
without hesitation, and eventually leads Bran back home to
Winterfell.

When they arrive, Meera discovers that Bran has been so
changed by his journey that he barely recognizes the sacri-
fices that she and others have made for him to become the
Three-Eyed Raven. When she leaves Bran to return to her
home, she wonders what is left of the boy whom she traveled to
defend, a question that follows Bran on his path to the throne.
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WHILE OTHER FAMILIES become sepa-
rated by circumstance, and often against
their will, the Lannisters are a different
story. Tyrion’s trial for Joffrey’s death is
the culmination of decades of resent-
ment between Cersei, Tywin, and Tyrion.
Though there is already no love lost
between Tyrion and Cersei before
Joffrey’s death, Cersei’s belief that Tyrion
is responsible for her son’s poisoning cre-
ates a whole new level of hatred. Jaime,
always caught between his twin sister
and his younger brother, helps Tyrion
break out of his cell but feels betrayed
when Tyrion murders their father,
Tywin, during his escape. Tyrion travels
to Essos a marked man, as his sister puts a
bounty on his head, and his brother
regrets his role in helping Tyrion flee. In
the end, it is the Lannister family that
tears apart the Lannister family.

House Lannister:

REUNITED

When the siblings reunite years later,
it comes at a time when the fate of
Westeros depends on them working
together. Tyrion needs to meet with both
Cersei and Jaime to help broker an
armistice that will allow Daenerys’s army
to focus on the White Walkers, but Cersei
wants to kill Tyrion on sight, and Jaime
might well do the same. Tyrion takes the
risk of meeting with Jaime in secret and
must carefully balance the emotional
stakes of justifying his hatred of his father
and the larger stakes of the war that could
lead Westeros to ruin. The Lannisters are
not fully prepared to return to one
another’s orbits, yet they need to move
beyond the past if they’re going to survive
long enough to come to terms with what
has happened to their family.
reunion is

Tyrion and Cersei’s

extremely fraught. After the negotiations

20

Tyrion and Jaime organize for an armi-
stice fall apart, Tyrion volunteers to
speak to his sister, risking his life to be
alone with the woman who put a price on
his head. The test for Tyrion is whether
he’s willing to step into that room; the
test for Cersei is whether she’s willing to
lec him walk out alive. Their conversa-
tion reveals how Cersei’s hatred for her
younger brother solidified in his absence.
In spite of this, Tyrion is committed to
making a deal, regardless of the sacrifice
it requires to work alongside his unfor-
giving, vengeful sister.

The Lannisters technically come
together to reach an agreement, but this
doesn’t resolve their underlying tensions.
Cersei pretends to join forces against the
army of the dead without intending to
fulfill that promise. This creates yet
another rifc in the family, and Jaime
abandons her and travels north to fight
alongside Tyrion, helping secure victory.
However, when Daenerys Targaryen’s
army prepares to invade King’s Landing,
Jaime chooses to return to Cersei’s side.
After Daenerys decimates the Red Keep,
Tyrion travels through the castle’s hid-
den passages in search of his siblings,
whom he finds buried together in the
rubble, reunited one last time. Their
deaths leave Tyrion alone to carry on the
Lannister family name.
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DRAGONSTONE
During Robert’s
Rebellion,
Daenerys's pregnant
mother is to

flee with Daenerys's
brother Viserys to
Dragonstone, the
ancestral home of

House Targaryen.
There, Daenerys
Targaryen is born.

PENTOS DOTHRAKISEA | LHAZAR
Daenerys and Viserys || After being When Drogo dies,
stay at the estate of married off to Daenerys walks into
Magister lllyrio Mopatis || Khal Drogo in the fire and emerges
in , where she is , Daenery: with her
arranged to marry Khal || travels with the dragons. However,
Drogo in exchange for || khalasarthrough | most of the khalasar
Dothraki troops. the Dothraki abandons her,
Sea, learning even though she's
their customs in their khaleesi, and
ordertoserveas | Daenerys still must
Khaleesi intheir | find an army to fight
eventuatmarchon | for the Iron Throne.
Westeros.

Before Daenerys—or her brother Viserys

farther into Essos in search of such forces,

with her after she returns to Westeros.

DAENERYS’S TRAVELS

QARTH ASTAPOR

After crossing the Disgusted by the treatment
Red Waste with the of the Unsullied slave
remnants of her army of Astapor, Daenerys
Khalasar, Daenerysis | abandons her plan to
embroiledinacoup | purchase them and instead
orchestrated by Xaro | murders their masters.
Xhoan Daxos andthe | She sets the Unsullied
warlocks of Qarth. and the rest of the slaves
She defeats them in Astapor free with one
with the help ofher | brief, chilling word to
dragons and jouneys | Drogon: dracarys, the
toSlaver’s Bay in command that activates
search of an army. his fery breath.

an reclaim the Iron Throne, they need
an army to lead and ships to carry them. After the death of Viserys, Daenerys travels
journey that proves longer and more
difficult than she expects. It is also marked by betrayal and harsh lessons that stay

YUNKAI
Testing her new
army, Daenerys
continues to
overthrow the
masters of Slaver’s
Bay, here winning
the allegiance of
the Second Sons,
infiltrating the city,
and then earning the
admiration of the
city's people as their
Mhysa, or Mother.
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THEY SAY THAT POWER CORRUPTS, but Joffrey Baratheon

is tyrannical before he even takes the throne. As a young
prince visiting Winterfell, he shows no compassion for Bran
Stark’s injury and no sympathy for Catelyn and the rest of
her family—his only concern is his own well-being, a
by-product of a spoiled upbringing and a profound sense of
entitlement.

Having grown up believing the word “no” doesn’t apply,
it’s no surprise that when Joffrey does become king after
Robert Baratheon’s death, he isn’t interested in diplomacy.
Although his mother makes a deal with Ned Stark to avoid
all-out war, Joffrey has him beheaded anyway, fueling the
fire of the War of the Five Kings. While his marriage pact is
critical to his family’s hold on power, Joffrey torments his
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first betrothed, Sansa Stark, developing a monstrous reputa-
tion that precedes him when Margaery Tyrell becomes his
next wife-to-be. This act spells ruin for Joffrey, as Margaery’s
grandmother, Olenna, and Petyr Baelish conspire to poison
Joffrey at his wedding to Margaery.

Hated by his subjects and resented by his own court,
Joffrey’s death is no tragedy for the citizens of Westeros:
he is a cruel young man with no respect for those around
him, which earns him none in return. For his family, how-
ever, Joffrey’s death is devastating: not only do Cersei and
Jaime lose their eldest son, but his death also sets off the
chain of events that leave all three of their children dead
and leads Cersei to go to unfathomable lengths to keep the
Lannisters in power.
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BONDS OF WESTEROS

TYRION, BRONN & PODRICK

TYRION LANNISTER IS NO SOLDIER, so when he’s first thrust
into combat situations, he has minimal experience with the
world of squires and sellswords. However, Tyrion finds himself
with two companions who save his life while also providing a
glimpse of the camaraderie that he lacked growing up.

As asellsword, Bronn sees fiscal opportunity in shadowing
Tyrion when he’s taken prisoner by Catelyn Stark and deliv-
ered to the Vale. With Lannister gold on the line, Bronn acts as
Tyrion’s champion in trial by combat, proving to be much more
cunning and clever than the Vale’s champion. Leveraging his
victory, Bronn becomes Tyrion’s personal bodyguard; he is
handsomely paid to serve Tyrion on the battlefield, and in
King's Landing as the Commander of the City Watch, where
he becomes a pivotal figure in the Battle of the Blackwater.

While Ser Bronn of the Blackwater—as he fashions himself
after being knighted—is paid for his services, his affection for
Tyrion goes beyond his gold. When Tyrion is arrested and
Bronn is bought off by his father, Tywin, Bronn still visits
Tyrion to explain his decision, though he could have just as
easily walked away. Regardless of any payment, Bronn and
Tyrion need each other on their respective journeys: Tyrion for
protection, and Bronn for entry into an elite lifestyle that is
unobtainable for a mere sellsword. Their partnership helps
Tyrion survive long enough to begin the next stage of his jour-
ney across the Narrow Sea and back again, and it brings Bronn

to King’s Landing, where he later trains and fights alongside
Tyrion’s brother, Jaime.

Podrick Payne serves as Tyrion’s squire during the Battle
of the Blackwater, saving Tyrion from an attempt on his life
that’s orchestrated by Cersei. Tyrion works to repay this debt
by sending Podrick to a brothel, but Podrick doesn’t necessar-
ily seek payment; he respects Tyrion for his sense of honor and
repays him with loyalty. Though Podrick might easily testify
against Tyrion after his arrest, he refuses and tries to stay in
King’s Landing to support Tyrion, who forces him to leave.
This sense of loyalty serves Podrick during his subsequent
training with Brienne of Tarth, while Tyrion regards Podrick
fondly for supporting him when few in King'’s Landing are on
his side.

Later, the three men reunite during the armistice meeting
in the Dragonpit, and they reminisce about their respective
debts to one another as if this will be their last time together.
However, Tyrion and Podrick survive the Battle of Winterfell,
and Bronn leverages the bounty on Tyrion and Jaime into a
claim to Highgarden. The three men are left standing after the
destruction of Kings Landing, and when Tyrion becomes
Bran’s Hand, he repays his debts to his friends by making
Bronn master of coin and Ser Podrick Payne a member of the
Kingsguard. In their new roles, these three unlikely compan-
ions will journey into the future.
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neither party will admit it. Hopefully, as
s born,
first

the next generation of Westeros i

beginning with Sam and Gilly
child, the lessons learned will give the
realm’s fathers a new perspective on how
to raise and guide children through the

difficulties of life in Westeros.
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MAESTER ATMON

Waes SamwerL TarLy is made steward to Maester Aemon
at Castle Black, he sees his new mentor as the world sees him:
blind, feeble, and in need of significant assistance in order
to continue in his role as the central advisor to the Night's
Watch, a job he's held for decades. No one guesses that he was
once Aemon Targaryen, a man who cared so little for power
that he removed himself from the line of succession not once
but twice. Aemon gives up his family name (and all rights to
inheritance) to become a maester, and later when his older
brother dies, he joins the Night's Watch. This difficult choice
further separates himself from a royal life he doesn't want,
and he seeks to serve Castle Black and Westeros free of any
political allegiances.

However, Aemon understands the impossibility of
erasing one’s past when becoming a member of the Night's
Watch. Although he leaves behind the Targaryen legacy,
Aemon'’s family still weighs on his mind. When Jon considers
abandoning his service to assist his brother Robbs war
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against the Lannisters, Aemon confides that he, too, once
faced a struggle between duty and loyalty to family when
his family was massacred in the wake of Robert’s Rebellion.
This disclosure illuminates the challenges of spending
decades watching from the sidelines, unable to right wrongs
to one’s family without breaking vows. Aemon is forced to
witness history pass him by, to the point that the very fact
he is a Targaryen is forgotten. He spends his final days on
his deathbed dreaming of the family he left behind and how
he’s helpless to assist his great-niece Daenerys, who is alone
across the Narrow Sea.

In death, Aemon represents the loss of one of the last
links to Westeros's past. Sadly, neither Jon nor Aemon discover
their family connection, though Aemon provides Jon with
valuable guidance. While his lineage might have placed him at
the center of the battle for the Iron Throne, Aemon makes the
choice to serve Westeros instead, and passes those valuable
lessons on to Jon.
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