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YES, T HAVE.
T'M GOING TO CATCH
A SHUTTLE TO THE
GNISHIAN SYSTEM AND
JOIN A SCRAPPER SQUAD.
T'M FOURTEEN NOW.
THEY'LL TAKE ME ON
AS A CREW BOY.
\T'S A START.

BUT WHAT ABOUT
OUR PLANZ WE WAIT
ANOTHER TWO YEARS,
THEN WE BOTH JOIN THE
ACADEMY. T'LL GO INTO THE
SCIENCE DIVISION, AND YOU
CAN JOIN THE SECULRITY
FORCE. THEN YOU CAN STILL
HELP WITH THE CULLS AND
WITH FIGHTING THE
HARDWIRE. Y

T CAN'T WAIT TWO MORE YEARS, EFF.

T HAVE TO GO NOW. MY MOM. YOUR
PARENTS. THE ROBBIES HAVE TO
PAY FOR WHAT THEY DID.

8UT !
SCRAPPERS,
ANDY? IT'S

DANGEROULS.

T CAN'T
BELIEVE YOUL
WERE GOING
TO LEAVE
WITHOUT

EVERYTHING
IS DANGEROUS. AND IT
WILL BE UNTIL ALL THE
ROBBIES ARE GONE.

EFF, YOU'RE
MY BEST FRIEND.
I DON'T KNOW WHAT
T WOULD HAVE DONE
THESE LAST THREE
YEARS STUCK IN
THIS PLACE WITHOUT
You. BUT T HAVE
TO DO THIS. T
HAVE To.

You GET IT, |
DLUMMY?

TO BE MORE
THAN YOUR BEST
FRIEND. T GO
WHERE YOU
GO, ANDY.
ALWAYS.
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T DON'T KNOW.
T THOUGHT WHEN
WE GOT MARRIED,
THINGS WOULD BE

DIFFERENT.

DIFFERENT
HOW?

WE COoULD §ToP
SCRAPPING. T
DON'T KNOW...
TRY AND MoveE
ON WITH QLR

LIVES.

ARE WE
REALLY MAKING
ANY DIFFERENCE,
THOUGH? OR JUST
ADDING TO ALL THE
CHAOS? EVERYTHING
IS JUST SO UGLY
OUT THERE, ANDY.
T'M TIRED
OF IT.

HEY,
LOVEBIRDS,
WE'RE LANDING.
WANNA GET READY
BACK THERE, OR
AM T DOING
THIS SCRAP
ALONE?

THIS /S MY

LIFE, EFF. OUR LIFE.

YOU KNOW THAT. YoU

KNOW WHAT'S GOING
ON IN THE GALAXY. HOW
ARE WE SUPPOSED TO

SIT AROUND AND
WATCH?

THIS IS
WHO T AM,
EFFIE, THIS
IS WHAT YoUu

CHOSE. A
FEW MORE
TAGS, AND WE
CAN AFFORD
OUR OWN

LET'S
JUST DO THIS
AND GET OUT

OF HERE.
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HEW.
SURE. You
NEWLYWEDS
NEED TO USE

LOOKS LIKE IT'S
GONNA BE A BIG TAG.
SENSORS ARE PICKING LP

[ AT LEAST A DOZEN ROBRIES

DOWN THERE. CAN'T GET
ANY SPECIFICS. THEY'RE IN
SOME KIND OF HEAVY-
SECURITY BUNKER OR
STRUCTURE. COULD
BE TROULBLE.

NOTHING'

GOING ON.

GOoT
ABOUT TEN
MINUTES ONTIL
WE HIT ORBIT,
KID.

WE'LL BE
READY. CAN
YOU TAKE THE
CONTROLS? T
GOTTA TALK
To EFFIE.

WHAT'S GOING
ON? YoU'VE
BARELY SAID TWO
| WORDS SINCE WE
3 LEFT THE
SCRAP-SAT.

S
'M

JUST BLUSY
FIXING ALL THIS

STUFFE.

YEAN,
RIGHT. YoUL
ALWAYS DO THIS
WHEN YoU'RE

/ LOSE
YOURSELF
IN YOUR
WORK.
COME ON,
EFF. TAL
TO M
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NEVER HEARD
OF IT. MUST BE A REAL
FRINGEHWOLE.

“HUHP”
NICE MANNERS.

WHERE ARE
YOUL FROM,
GNISH?

BUILDING
MY OWN LDPLINK,
T LEFT MINE ON 7
SAMPSON WHEN THE
BIG BOTS CAME, £
AND THE UGC HAS SHUT [
DOWN THE NETWORK.
T THINK T CAN
BOOTLEG MY WAY
ONTO THEIR PRIVATE
CHANNEL. T WANNA
SEE WHAT'S
GOING ON oUT
THERE.

DID YOUL SEE
THEM? THE BIG
ROBOTS THAT DID
ALL THIS?

WEREN'T
ALL RAISED ON
A BACKWARD
MOON, KID.

T WENT To
THE FINEST TECH - E % YES. WHEN MY
SCHOOL ON SAMPSON. - = ; / SHUTTLE TOOK OFF,
PLUS, T'M GIFTED. T = 3 o T SAW THE ONE OVER
KNOW THAT'S NOT : 5 SAMPSON. IT WAS--
POLITE TO SAY, BUT IT - i IT WAS THE BIGGEST

WAPPENS TO BE TRUE. p e A T THING T EVER SAW.

PEOPLE ON MY
SHUTTLE WERE SAYING
THAT ALL KINDS OF PEOPLE
ARE DEAD. LIKE, LOTS. THEY
SAID ALL THE OTHER ROBBIES
IN THE DGC MUST HAVE BUILT
THE BIG BOTS TO ATTACK US.
LIKE A REVOLUTION OR
SOMETHING.

THEY
SAID THE VGC
'S GETTING

EADY TO KILL
THEM.
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CAME TO TELL

YOU T'M LEAVING. }
I--I DIDN'T WANT

TO GO WITHOULT
SAYING GOODRYE,
AT LEAST.

P

T'M TRYING TO
./ SLEEP! AND YOU KNOW
YOU'RE NOT SUPPOSED TO
HAVE BOYS IN HERE,
EFFIE!

SPARNI FINDS
YOU, SHE'LL
SKIN You

EFFIE,

I DON'T HAVE
TIME FOR THIS!
1 HAVE TO GO
NOW, WHILE
EVERYONE'S
ASLEEP.

WHERE? You
HAVEN'T EVEN
THOUGHT THIS
THROULGH,
ANDY!

ANDY?!
WHAT ARE
YOU DOING
IN HERE?

LEAVING?
WHAT ARE
YOU TALKING

ORPHANAGE.
T CAN'T STAY
HERE
ANYMORE.
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Y
THEY'RE GOING
TO SCRAP THEM
ALL. DESTROY

THEM. WHATEVER.
AND WHEN T GET
OUT OF HERE, T'M
GOING TO HELP

THEM.

T KNOW.
MINE TOO.
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OKAY, ANDY. MY NAME IS ARTA. FOR
NOW, T'M GOING TO TAKE YOU OVER
HERE TO SEE MY FRIEND SPARNI.
SHE HAS A BUNCH OF OTHER KIDS
FROM ALL OVER THE UGC WHO ARE
WAITING FOR THEIR MOMS AND
PADS TOO. OKAY?

BUT
ONTIL THEN,
WE NEED TO GET
YOU SOMEWHERE
SAFE. WHAT'S
YOUR NAME,
LITTLE ONE?

xS
I

e

OKAY, OKAY.
JUST LEAVE HIM
WITH THE OTHERS.
THERE'RE TOO MANY AS IS.
T DON'T KNOW WHERE |
WE'RE GOING To PUT /[
THEM ALL! £

You
EVER SEEN A
KNOSSIAN GI?ANT

(=%
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- THIS WAY,
=/ TWIS WAY! THAT'S
IT, KEEP MOVING!
WE HAVE MORE
SPACECRAFT
INEGUND!

COME ON, FIND A
KKNOSSIAN AID WORKER
IN A RED UNIFORM AND
| FoLLow THEM To ONE oF
\ " THE ADMINISTRATIVE
g &,» CHECKPOINTS!

YIS YO0K FAMILYE :
IS Yo FAMIL § 2
5 DIRISHL?
YOUR PARENTS? 3 A THE MINING
COLONY?

I--MY
HERE. SN STAYED
(= 14 = S :
ON DIRISHU. SHE'LL . = T&S‘n‘iﬁ."s“
E Co A { ¢ P
[ clx\w&éoou ) \ COMING.
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DON'T WORRY,
EFF, WE'LL GET THAT
FIXED. AS SOON AS YOU'RE
WELL ENOUGH TO LEAVE,
T'LL GET YOU OUT OF
HERE AND TO A REAL
HOSPITAL.

T DON'T
UNDERSTAND.
WHAT--2

THEY
PULLED YOU
OUT OF THE

MELTING PIT. THE
HOSPITALS HERE
ON SAMPSON WERE
BLOWN BACK TO
THE STONE AGE
AFTER THE
HARVESTERS, BUT
THE DOCTORS DID
WHAT THEY COULD
WITH WHAT
THEY HAD.

TOOK ME TWO
WEEKS TO FIND
You. T WAS--T WAS
SCARED, EFF. T
THOUGHT T'D
LOST You.

, ANYWAY, T WAS
STILL LISTED AS YOUR
NEXT OF KIN ON YOUR

IDENTICHIP. RUSHED
ALL THE WAY HERE
FROM THE MATA
SYSTEM.

7 BUT LIKE
T SAID, AS SOON
AS YOU GET YOUR
STRENGTH BACK, T'LL
- GET YOU REAL HELP.
~ | WE'LL GET THAT THING
OFF OF YOU AND
FIGURE SOMETHING
BETTER OULT.

[ Do You
MEAN? EFF, |,
\ T's

\T'S PART
OF ME NOW.
I--1 DON'T

WANT To
CHANGE IT.
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LooK, T
THINK YoUu
NEED TO GET
SOME MORE
SLEEP.

OKAY. LOOK, EFF. THERE'S
SOMETHING ELSE. YOU'RE
WANTED NOW. YoL
ATTACKED A GNISHIAN.
AND WITH THE 0GC
TRYING TO BROKER

. PEACE--

/ THEY'RE
MURDERERS.

YOUu'RE
NOT THINKING
STRAIGHT,
EFF,

EFFIE,
PLEASE. LET
ME HELP
You.

No. T
THINK YOU
SHOULD LEAVE,

No, T'M THINKING
PERFECTLY CLEARLY,
ACTUALLY. YOU SIT THERE
TALKING DOWN TO ME, ANDY.
TREATING ME LIKE SOME
NAIVE CHILD WHO DOESN'T
REALLY UNDERSTAND
WHAT'S HAPPENING IN
THE UNIVERSE.

WELL, T'M
SORRY, BUT T
SEE THINGS MORE
CLEARLY THAN YOU
EVER DID. AND T
CAN'T BE AROUND

N YOU ANYMORE.

T DON'T
NEED YOUR
HELP.
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GO BACK
TO GNISH, You
SCRAPPER
BASTARDS!

STEP BACK!
STEP BACK, OR
WE WILL HAVE
NO CHolcE
BUT TO oPEN
FIRE!

YoUL CAN'T
WAIT TO OPEN
FIRE, YOUL STOOGE!
WHY DON'T You
BURN LS Too!
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WELL, AT LEAST
COME WITH US To
GNISH. THEN MAYBE
WE CAN--

No. T'M
REALLY DONE. T'LL
BE OKAY HERE. THE

AMUNIAN EMBASSY
ISN'T FAR.

YOU MEAN,
NOT ME.

YOU'RE LOSING
YOURSELF IN THIS.
JUST LIKE EVERYONE
ELSE. THERE HAS To
BE MORE, ANDY.
THERE HAS
To BE.

SO THAT'S
\T, THEN? AFTER
EVERYTHING?

JUST
LIKE THAT? T
THOULGHT You
SAID YoL Go
WHERE THINGS ARE
160, DIFFERENT
NOW. T WANT
SOMETHING ELSE.
I--1 DON'T KNOW
WHAT YET, BUT
NOT THIS.
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You PIG!

YOU'RE
CRAZY!

COME ON!
WE HAVE A SHIP.
T CAN GET YOU

TO SAFETY!
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ROBOT IS STILL
FONCTIONING!
IT'S AWARE!

THEY ARE
MELTING LIVE
RORBOTS! STOP

YOU'RE A
MURDERER!
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SORRY,
[ ROBBIE. THIS IS
ONE HELL OF A
PAYDAY.
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% THAT ANTHILL--
\T'S ARTIFICIAL INSIDE.
FULL OF METAL PLATING.
AND T'M NOT READING
ANY AMUNIAN COLONIES
INSIDE. |T'S

) OPENL ERE,
e te BEWIND A THIN
LOOK ALWE, LArCRoF
KIDDIES.

7 STAND BACK,
AND GET READY.
T'M GOING TO
BLOW A HOLE IN
IT. COLULD BE
ANYTHING...

WHATTA

YOU SEE,
EFFIED
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THEY'RE
BREEDING
SLEEPERS,
EFF!

THESE THINGS
GROW SKIN, AND
WE'LL NEVER BE

ABLE TO TELL

THEM APART

) WS

N =) . ISN'T JUST A

DON'T, ANDY. FEr Y PAYDAY--IT'S

THEY'RE NOT B DANGEROUS!
, 7 IT'S QLR

OH, COME ON!
THEY AREN'T HARDWIRE.
THEY'RE JUST TRYING To
FIND A WAY TO SURVIVE,

LIKE LS!

THESE
THINGS ARE
NOTHING
LIKE ME.
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VT,
MOM, WE
CAN'T LEAVE
TIM!

WE HAVE
NO CHOICE! SoME
SORT OF MACHINES
ARE ATTACKING THE
UGC, AND NOW THERE
ARE REPORTS OF
A LEAK IN THE

(RS e,

ANDY! THIS |}
IS THE LAST
A\ SHLTTLE!

NOW, ANDY...
I AM GOING TO
NEED YoU To BE
VERY BRAVE
FOR ME.

THERE'S NOT
i/ ENOULGH ROOM ON
i/ THE SHUTTLE TO FIT
EVERYONE, ANDY. AND
T'M THE ONLY ONE
WHO MIGHT BE ABLE
TO STOP THE
LEAK IN THE
MINES.

THERE ARE
STILL HUNDREDS
OF PEOPLE HERE,
\ ANDY. |F T CAN
SAVE THEM--
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WHAT'S
GOING ON,
Mmom?!
T DON'T
KNOW! No oNE
DOES! SOMETHING

TERRIBLE HAS
HAPPENED. WE
HAVE To LEAVE

NOW! THE SHUTTLES

ARE ALREADY
TAKING OFF!
HORRY!

WE
CAN'T TAKE
HIM! THERE'S
NOT ENCUGH
ROOM ON THE
SHOTTLES!

NOW, ANDY/
THERE'S NO
TIME!
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Now/
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BARGAINING CHIP

YOU WILL MAKE,
CAPTAIN NAGOKI.
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THERE'S SOMETHING ELSE
YOU SHOULD KNOW. SOMETHING
ABOUT CAPTAIN TELSA. SHE'S
NOT EXACTLY WHO YoU
THINK SHE IS.

QUON, THE
ANCIENT
ROBOT..YOU
CAN REALLY |
LEAD US
ToIr?

YES. 8LUT
THAT'S NOT
ALL.

@w S TALKING |\ = , | SHUT LP,

ABOUT? | S : 2 QUON!

HER
NAME IS
TELSA... THAT
MUCH IS
TRUE.

DON’'T/

\T'S TELSA
NAGOKI. GENERAL
NAGOKI, THE HEAD OF

WELL, WELL...AND

HERE | THOUGHT
YOU WERE JUST
ANDOTHER UGLC
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GNISHYS! RLUN,
YAPPY-BOT,
RLN!

THERE!
HURRY!

THEY WON'T BE ABLE T
GET US IN HERE. AND IF
THEY LAND AND MAKE A
PUSH, WE CAN HOLD /[
THEM OFF.

THAT'S JUST
GREAT, EFFIE,
BUT WE CAN'T

GET oUT
EITHER!

MlF ‘(30M$ALL
E B8 oLD
FLESH NAME AGAIN, T s
SWEAR T WILL GUT
YOU, ANDY!

WOULLD YOU TWO
SHUT UP! CHANCES ARE
WE'RE NOT ALL GOING TO

IS. DO WE REALLY NEED
TO DO THEIR OB FOR
THEM AND KILL EACH

OTHER?!
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How
ABOUT IT? CAN
YOU ACCESS HIS

COMPANION CHIP,
EF--QUEEN
BETWEEN?

RESIDES,
WE CAME HERE
FOR A REASON. YOU
SAID SHE CAN HELP US
TRACK TIM-2| WITH THE
DOG-ROT. LET'S DO IT
AND THEN GET TO THE
SHIP AND GET oUT
OF HERE!

SHH/ THIS
[ WON'T HUR
T'M JUST
LOOKING.

HOLD STILL.
T THINK T
FOUND IT.

HERE GOES
NOTHING...
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AWAKE, OR DRILLER HRRN..WHAT'S IT
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WITH ME.

{
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T'LL WEAR YOU BOTH 5 oY
OUT BY THE END OF THE e
YEAR. LIKE T SAID, THEY

GIVE ME ALL THE CRAP THEY
DON'T WANNA USE NO MORE,
‘CAUSE THEY KNOW
T'M PROBABLY JUST
GONNA BREAK IT.

e

BUT IT'S EITHER THAT,
OR YOU GO TO THE SCRAP
HEAP NOW. SO COUNT

YER BLESSINGS.

HRRN...YEAH,

SCOOPS REAL
LUCKY.

You
GETTING A
SMART MOLTH
WITH ME,
SCo0PS?

GOOD. THEN
- GET TO IT. T WANT
~ 4 1 TWENTY MORE METERS

- 5 : - REMOVED BY SHIFT'S
HRRRN...SCO0PS 15 | , END. S0, DRILLER,
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DORILLER A REAL
B DORILLER. DRILLER AIN'T
NOTHING ELSE.

OON'T KNOW. HRRN...
MAYBE A GAMES-BOT?
MAYBE A FANCY

HRRRN... MEDICAL-BOT.

LIKE WHAT?

HRR HRR HRR
HRRR! NOW |5
SCOOPS IS A
COMEDY-BOT.
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HRRNN..WHAT
YOU WANNA TALK
ABOUT?

WONDERING WHERE'D
THEY HAVE ORILLER
ORILLIN' BEFORE
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T0 HRRRMNS. \ DOON'T KNGW NO
» BETTER. HRRRMNS
JUST THINK WE'RE
HUNKS OF JUNK.

SCOOPS WAS TALKING TO SOME
CATERING-BOTS IN MINE FOLR LAST
HRRRMANS ARE YEAR. 5CO0PS HEAR OF A PLALE IN
HUNKS OF JUNK. SPACE WHERE ROBRBIES ARE FREE.
PLACE WHERE WE DON'T HAVE TO
WORK NO MORE.

HRR HRR
HRRR HRRR!
YOU'RE FUNNY,
DRILLER.

YEAH, ORILLER
B A REAL
THRILLER.






OEBPS/images/page_00092.jpg
I REPEAT--
COME IN, DIRISHU
OUTPOST. PO You
READ US?P

THIS
IS DIRISHU
OUTPOST. AND,
BOY, IS IT
GOOD TO HEAR

WE WERE
STARTING TO GET
A LITTLE LONELY
DOWN HERE. PLEASE
TELL ME YoUL
BROULUGHT US SOME

COMPANY? '

THEY EVEN
GOT GUONTECH'S
NEWEST PERSONALITY
UPGRADES... THOLGH
T DON'T THINK THEY'RE
VERY TALKATIVE, SO
T PROBABLY DON'T
MATTER MUCH.

OH YEAH.

WE GOT TWO
NICE BIG FRIENDS
FOR YoU. GETTING

READY To DRoOP

THEM NOw.

TAKE WHAT
WE CAN
GET.
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CHRIAPTER FIVE
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OKAY,
LET'S SEE
WHAT WE GOT

SO YoUL TWO
HOUNKS OF SCRAP ARE
PRETTY MUCH OBSOLETE.
SEE, WE JUST GOT A
HALF-DOZEN NEW HYPER-
DRILLS (N FROM SAMPSON.
BUT YOU'RE STILL IN
WORKING CONDITION,
SO OF COURSE THEY
) GAVE YOU TO ME.

7 HUMPH!

/ GOOD oL’ HENRY
TUSK ALWAYS GETS
THE JUNK THE
OTHERS DON'T
WANNA USE NOo
MORE!

HELL, T AIN'T
EVER GONNA
REMEMBER
THAT. YOU'RE
SCoors.

HRRN...
| VX-3332-NDZ4.

AND You,
YOUL'RE
DRILLER.
GOT IT?

GOTIT
HRRRMAN.
I'M ORILLER.

HRRM...5CO0PS
15 SCO0PS. HE'S
ORILLER.
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SITE OF
PROPOSED
MINES HAS BEEN
LOCATED.
LOCKING ONTO

TARGET.

WELL, KERE
THEY COME.
DROPPING
Now!

CONGRATULATIONS,
DIRISHU...YOU ARE NOW.
OFFICIALLY A UGC MINING
COLONY/

woo-
Hoo!
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.. THEY'RE y
ALL DEAD,
ANDY.
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HRRM...
DRILLER DON'T
LIKE CAVES.

TS THE o
GNISHIAN SHIPS!
Bacd: EY'RE
L BOMBING!
AN

g

14
DON'T '\
CALL ME
THAT!
: eLease, |\
s IT'S NOT e\
/ o b SAFE! Jo o
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1By

e

SCOOPS GLAD
SCOOPS IS WITH
DORILLER. BETTER | HRRRN...GO TO

THAN BEING WITH SLEEP, 5CO0PS, OR

NO DRILLER. z DRILLER’S GONNA
| GET ALL RUSTED LP
OVER HERE.

A e

GOO0
NIGHT,
DRILLER.

‘NIGHT,
5CO0PS.
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HRRRN...SCO0PS OON'T
FEEL MUCH LIKE TALKIN'
NO MORE. 5CO00PS
OON'T FEEL RIGHT.
SCOO0PS IS TIRED, NEED
MORE CHARGE.

HRRN...
SCOOPS, YOU
AWAHKE?

5C00PS?
WANNA TALK
ABOLT
STUFF?

HRRRN...OKAY.
‘MIGHT, 5CO0PS.
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YOU'RE BROKEN?!
WHAT ABOLT ME?! YOU
THINK THEY'RE GONNA

GIVE US ANOTHER

Jor?!

HRRNN
SCRRRPPSS

PLUT
ME DOWN,
DRILLER, OR
SO HELP ME,
T'LL HAVE You
SCRAPPED
Too!

THIS WAS
ALL T COULLD
GET! I'M
FINISHED!

I--IT'M FINE.
EVERYTHING
IS FINE DOWN

WHAT ARE
YOU TALKING

Go! THERE'S AN
EMERGENCY
EVACLATION!
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YOU'RE SORRY?! HOW
THE HELL DID You
NOT DETECT THAT
GAS POCKET?! YOU
KNOW WHAT THIS
MEANS?! SEAL LP
- : THIS TUNNEL
5CO0PS IS | Now.
SORRY.
5CO0PS IS
BROKEN.

B--BUT
SCO0PS IS
BROKEN.
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LET'S Go.

{ SPEED IT LP,
DRILLER! THIS
TONNEL AIN'T

GONNA DIG
\TSELF!

/ LET'S Go!
BREAK TIME
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= - 2 : Pwow, Youale\{eo‘\' Ag g
COUPLE OF REALLY OLD B0TS
AH, SORRY. I, AH--T DIDN
GET THE BLAST THAT WE WERE DOWN HERE, HURD THEY

GETTING A NEW COMPANY e 3 g STILL WORKING OKAY?
WOMAN DOWN HERE © Z - .

SUPERVISOR,
NOT “"COMPANY

OH YEAH. R
THESE TWO ARE GOOD
Ol BOTS. WE'RE STILL

METERS A DAY DOWN HERE. |
NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT. Kl

THAT'S A BIT LOW.
1 I'M GOING TO NEED
YOU To PUSH FOR
D TWENTY-FIVE.

TWENTY-
FIVED! WITH
THESE oLD

T THOUGHT You SAID
THEY WERE IN WORKING
ORDERT BECAUSE |IF THEY'RE NOT,
OR YOU'RE NOT UP TO THE QUOTA,
T CAN FIND SOMEONE ELSE WHO IS.

OH NO, MA'AM.
WE CAN MANAGE
TWENTY-FIVE.
NO PROBLEM
HERE.

GOOD.
GET T IT
THEN, MR.

TWENTY-FIVE
METERS OF ROCK
IS5 TOO MLCH,
BOSS. SHOULO
HAVE TOLD HER 50.

WELL, YER
GONNA HAVE TO
FIND A WAY, DRILLER.
T AIN'T GONNA LET YoUL
GET ME FIRED. GOT SIX
KIDS BACK ON NIYRATA
T CAN'T AFFORD
TO LOSE THIS
POSTING!
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SCO0PS IS SCOOPIN.
HRRNN...BUT SCOOPS
THINKS SCO0PS
MNEEDS 5O0ME

HERE ON THIS NOWHERE MOON FOR
THE PAST SIX YEARS. YOU DON'T
SEE ME COMPLAINING, DO YoU?!

SO GET TO WORK.

MAINTENANCE,
BOS5S. SCO0PS DON'T
FEEL RIGHT.

HRRN...
BOS55, MAYBE
SCO0PS NEEDS
SOME FIXIN'?

BLAST FOR YOU,
SCO0PS. T DON'T
FEEL GOOD
EITHER.

HRRNN...
5CO0PS

HRRNNN...
SCO0PS
PROBABLY
JusT NEEDS
OlL.

\I%‘A\-\. 5
WHO'S : 2 b 2
? 3 AMAYA
ASKING? 3 (s TAVERS. T'M THE
2 = | NEW SUPERVISOR
FOR MINES

THREE THROULGH
SEVEN.
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‘\ FRRRRRRMMMANS!

DRILLER,
STOP/ WHAT
THE HELL ARE

You-- ;

NO MORE
HHRRRMANS...
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WHAT ARE
YOU DOING!? WE'RE
DONE WITH WORK,
YoU IDIOT! DIDN'T
YOUL HEART! THE LGC
IS UNDER ATTACK!
T GOTTA GET OLT
OF HERE!

NO, NO...IT'S FINE. T SEALED X WHAT?! DON'T YOU
THE LEAK. JUST A TINY LITTLE R HAVE YOUR COMM

GAS POCKET. NOTHING BIG. NO | : ON?P! THERE'S SOME

PROBLEMS HERE. | 2 KIND OF CRAZY
ATTACKS HWAPPENING
ON NIYRATA.

UGC DOESN'T
KNOW WHAT'S
GOING ON. BUT IT'S
BAD. WE'VE ALL
BEEN RECALLED.
WE GOTTA GO!
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5CO0Ps?

DRILLER OIO

SOMETHING,
SCOOPS...

DRILLER OIO
SOMETHING
BALD.
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JEFF LE MI R € . New York Times bestselling author Jeff Lemire has
built a unique career as both the writer and artist of acclaimed literary graphic novels
like Essex County. The Underwater Welder, Sweet Tooth, and Trillium and also as one
of the most popular writers of mainstream comics with acclaimed runs on such titles
as Extraordinary X-Men, Green Arrow, Animal Man, and Hawkeye for Marvel and DC
Comics.

His next original graphic novel, ROUGHNECK, will be published by Simon and Schuster
in October 20I16.

In 2008 and in 2013 Jeff won the Shuster Award for Best Canadian Cartoonist. He
has also received the Doug Wright Award for Best Emerging Talent and the American
Library Association’'s prestigious Alex Award, recognizing books for adults with
specific teen appeal. He has also been nominated for eight €isner Awards, seven
Harvey Awards, and eight Shuster Awards.

In 2010 Essex County became the first graphic novel to be included in the prestigious
Canada Reads contest. making it to the final five and winning the people's choice vote
as best Canadian novel of the decade. €Essex County is currently in development at CBC
as a live-action television series with Lemire attached as executive producer.

He lives in Toronto with his wife and son.

DUSTIN N G U Y € N :Dustin is a New York Times bestselling
American comic artist whose body of work includes Wildcats v3.o. The Authority
Revolution. Batman. Superman/Batman. Detective Comics. Batgirl. and Batman: Streets
of Gotham. He is also credited as co-writing and illustrating Justice League Beyond.
illustrating Vertigo's American Vampire: Lord of Nightmares with writer Scott Snyder,
and co-creating DC’'s all-ages series BATMAN: Lil Gotham. written by himself and Derek
Fridolfs. Aside from providing cover illustrations for the majority of his own books,
his cover art can also be found on titles ranging from Batman Beyond. Batgirl. Justice
League: Generation Lost. Supernatural. and Friday the I3th. to numerous other DC,
Marvel. Darkhorse, Boom, IDW, and Image Comics’' covers.

Currently, he illustrates Descender. a monthly comic published through Image Comics in
which he is also co-creator alongside artist/writer Jeff Lemire.

Outside of comics. Dustin also moonlights as a conceptual artist for toys and consumer
products, games, and animation.

He enjoys sleeping. driving. and sketching things he cares about.

STEVE WANDS :steve is a comic book letterer. Working on top titles
at Image Comics, DC. Vertigo. BOOM! Studios. Archaia. Random House, and Kodansha
Comics (to name a few). He also designs. inks. and illustrates for those. and other.
companies. When not working like a maniac he spends time with his wife and sons in
the greatest state known to man...New Jersey. Oh, and he drinks a lot of coffee.
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NIYRATA (THE HUB WORLD): Former technological and cultural
hub of the UGC and former home of the nine Embassy Cities. One city
state for each of the core planets and races representing UGC. Now a
devastated world, what's left of the UGC still resides there, clinging to
POWEPr.

PHAGES (THE GHOST WORLD/HAUNTED PLANET): Home to a
gaseous race called THE PHAGES. Their spectral, ghost-like appearance
scared early explorers into thinking the planet was haunted. Basically
a world full of ghosts with no solid matter. Cities and aliens all made
of gases. The only non-gaseous species are a race of hostile 20-foot
tall giants.

M ATA : An aquatic world. Was once home to a great empire and
a baroque, almost renaissance-type world, but long ago was flooded
and turned into a water-world. The descendants of this monarchy now
survive on a floating, mobile kingdom. The ruins of the old cities still
lay below the water.

S AMPSON: Home to the original colonists from OId
€arth. Sampson is a massive planet and the military center
of the Megacosm and home of the largest human cities.

KNOSSOS:

The smallest Core planet in the Megacosm.

SILENOS: The unique atmosphere on Silenos makes
all sound and vibration impossible, creating a totally silent
world where the native race communicates by projecting
telepathic hieroglyphs into the air.

A M U N : The greatest ally of the GNISHIANS.
An insect-like race that lives in underground hives.

G N1 S H: The largest planet and the home of the largest military
force. Leaders in the anti-robot, anti-technology movement in the wake
of The Harvesters. A race ruled by luddite zealots who preach inde-
pendence and sovereignty for all worlds all the while working for more
and more control of Megacosm space. Main funder of the Scrappers.
Home to the MELTING PITS, massive gladiatorial arenas where robots
are made to fight to the death.

OS TRAKON: Adesert wasteland devoid of all life. Contains
the ruins of an ancient civilization that has long since gone extinct.
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You SAY
SOMETHING?

DON'T GIVE
ME THAT. YOU'VE
BEEN GRUMBLING

ALL NIGHT.
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“"SOMETHING
REAL REAL BAD."
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DRILLER?
WHAT'S
WRONG?

DRILLER A
KILLER

...ORILLER
A REAL
KILLER.
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T COULDN'T

SAVE HER, DADDY. SHHH...\T'S OKAY,
DADDY! * L COULDN'T BABY, T HAVE YOU. T
MOM! SHE-- | ; SAVE HER. WON'T LET ANYTHING
SHE'S-- e g f T ELSE HURT You.
G NOT EVER.






OEBPS/images/page_00032.jpg
IF YOU DON'T WANT ME
TO JOIN THE LGC, MAYRE
T SHOULD JUST MOVE To

GNISH AND JOIN THE

SCRAPPERS/

QA‘TAM DOWN

ND--
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SEVEN YEARS AGO. ———
AR \ / COWARD?! HoW
3 AM 1T A cc&\glARD, =
eLSA?!

BECAUSE, >
YOU'RE TOO }é’;‘NgUTSg

SCARED TO LET KEEp TR0

ME LIVE MY OWN SARe!
DAMN LIFE, g

DADDY!

OH PLEASE! YOUL
THINK YOU CAN JUST
SHIP ME AWAY TO SOME
PRIVATE SCHOOL IN THE OUTER
REACHES AND THAT WILL KEEP
ME SAFE? NEWSFLASH,
DADDY--THERE |S NOWHERE
SAFE ANYMORE! THE
0GC IS FALLING
APART!

YOou ARE
SUCH A
COWARD!

You REALLY WANT ME TO BE T CAN FIGHT, DADDY!
SAFE, YOU'D LET ME JOIN T'M NOT SOME PRECIOUS
THE ACADEMY LIKE <Ay FLOWER. JUST ASK
T WANT To! 225 TULLIS! HE'S BEEN GIVING
V= - ME COMBAT TRAINING
7 ] THE LAST FEW MONTHS,
AND HE SAYS T'M
A NATURAL!

THERE IS

NO WAY T AM

LETTING YOU
JOIN THE LGL! You
ARE NOT GETTING
ANYWHERE NEAR
THE CONFLICTS.

YOUL HEAR ME,

YOUNG LADY?!

O, DON'T
- TAKE |T OUT
THE TRV ’ ON RIM! AT
OFFICER e N | LEAST e
TuLLISE — RESPECTS

T, OM...T MAY
HAVE INSTRUCTED
TELSA IN A FEW
SELF-DEFENSE
MOVES, SIR, BLT
T

ABOUT THIS

we - ] e = SN
WILL TALK = . 3 Sk
LATER! \

YOU THINK T
DON'T RESPECT
You?! T LOVE You,
TELSA! T WANT YOU To
HAVE A LIFE BEYOND
THE FIGHTING AND WAR!
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THE PLANET SAMPSON. %} WE SHOOLD JOST STAY. FiND
SOMEWHERE SAFE \-\,ERE
TEN YEARS AGD , rTo\‘NAiTT\-\lSQUT.

THERE IS
NOWHERE SAFE,
MOM! DADDY SAID HE
WAS GOING TO COME AND
GET US! WE CAN MAKE
IT TO THE SPACEPORT.
IT'S JUST A BIT
FARTHER!

MoMm,
WOULD You
HURRY?

YOU SHOULD HAVE LEARNED A
LONG TIME AGO THAT WE CAN'T
COUNT ON EVERYTHING YOUR

FATHER SAYS, TELSA!

MOM, T KNOW YOU'RE
SCARED, BUT WE
CAN'T STAY HERE. No
ONE KNOWS WHAT'S
HAPPENING! WE
HAVE To GET
OFF-WORLD.

.

WE CAN DO IT,
MOM. TRUST
Me--

WAIT--DID
YOU HEAR
THAT?!
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MY NAME
IS OFFICER
TULLIS. You
ARE SAFE.

TELSA

NAGOKIZ |
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THIS IS THE WAY IT
HAS To BE. T WAS
SPECIAL BEFORE
YOU CAME. T
NEED To BE
SPECIAL AGAIN.

WHERE DID
You 6o?!

DON'T BE AFRAID.
THIS WON'T HURT. T
WILL JUST BE LIKE

BEING DEACTIVATED.
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ROCKET
ACTIVATE!
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g TOLLIS?!
T WON'T i
WAIT--YOU'RE
LET YOU DOWN, — SENDING TULLIS
SIR...DAD. g WITH ME?P!

T KNOW You
WON'T. TULLIS
IS LOADING A
SHIP NOW. HE'LL
ACCOMPANY
You.
WE CAN'T
TAKE ANY
CHANCES. THIS
ROBOT MIGHT
MEAN NOTHING.
OR HE COULLD
MEAN EVERY-
THING.

T CAN'T BELIEVE
YoU. T DON'T NEED A
BABYSITTER! T CAN
DO THIS, DAD!

No! You DON'T. AFTER
ALL THIS TIME, AFTER
EVERYTHING...

..You
STILL DON'T
BELIEVE

Yyou
KNOW WHAT?
1'M GLAD YoUL'RE
SENDING TOLLIS.
THAT WAY HE CAN
WATCH ME
COMPLETE THE
MISSION.
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| SOMETHING HAS COME LP, TELSA. A
You J VERY DELICATE MISSION. AND I--
WANTED TO ¥ | WELL, WITH THE HARDWIRE EVERY-
SEE ME, WHERE AND THE GNISHIANS SO
i UNSTABLE...I NEED SOMEONE
T CAN TRUST.

_/~ OF COURSE,
SIR. YOU KNOW
YOU CAN COUNT

A TIM ONIT
FROM THE DIRISHU
MINING COLONY WAS
POPPED UP ON THE UGC
NETWORK. ONE OF THE
LAST MODELS BUILT
8Y JIN GUON
BEFORE HE WENT
CRAZY. f

SORRY.
WHAT IS 1T,
DAD? WHAT

DO You

NEED ME

To Do?

WHEN THE TIM ONIT
LOGGED INTO THE
NETWORK, WE GOT A
READ OF HIS MACHINE
CODENX. IT'S THE
SAME AS THE
RARVESTERS'.

ON ME.

WOULLD You
STOP WITH THE
"SIR” BUSINESS?
THERE'S NO ONE
AROUND.

T DON'T KNOW. THAT'S
WHY T NEED YOU TO FIND
GQUON AND THEN GO AND
GET THE ROBOT BEFORE

HE DRAWS ANY MORE

ATTENTION.

1S--IS ITA

MISTAKE? CAN
THAT EVEN BE
POSSIBLE?
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SEMPER,
STOP HER.

0P, LYING PIECE

OF SCUM!
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WAIT/ TH-THERE'S SOMETHING ELSE.
SOMETHING T DIDN'T TELL You...
ABOUT THE ANCIENT ROBOT
AND DR.SoLOMON

WHAT IS IT? IF YOU
LIE, | WILL KNOW.

T'M SORRY,
TELSA.

HAS
ANYTHING
YOU'VE TOLD I
ME BEEN THE
TRUTH?! 4

THE ANCIENT ROBOT AND
SOLOMON, THEY'RE BOTH
STILL ALIVE AND HIDING
IN THE 0UGC. AND--AND
T KNOW WHERE
THEY ARE.

Ve
TOLD You
EXACTLY WHAT
YoL NEEDED
TO KNOW.






OEBPS/images/page_00038.jpg
CAN S L G - You LEFT YOUR
WE RUN THE ; s SQUADRON, CADET.
SIMULATION AGAIN, YOU DISOBEYED ORDERS
INSTRUCTOR AND GOT YOURSELF KILLED

DELIM? ) 5| FOR THE THIRD TIME THIS
- SESSION. T THINK WE
ARE DONE WITH THE
SIMULATION FOR
TODAY.

YOU ARE A FINE PILOT, CUREZON,
AND ONE OF MY BEST STUDENTS.
BUT YOU NEED TO LEARN HOW TO
WORIK WITH OTHERS IF YOU'RE
EVER GOING TO--

GENERAL NAGOK.! T--T - T AM HERE FOR MYy |( YOUR--2 CUREZON?
WAS NOT INFORMED THAT DAUGHTER. T DON'T UNDER-
YOU WERE VISITING THE STAND?
ACADEMY TODAY.

I--IT'M NOT
CLUREZON.

You Too,
TOLLIS.
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CADET CUREZON,
PULL UP AND RETURN
TO BASE/ THE
GNISHIAN FLEET (S
SWARMING/

No! I SEE A
WAY THROUGH
#( TUEIR PERIMETER.
I'M COMMENCING
THE BOMBING
RUN!

NEGATIVE, CADET/
PULL BACK AND
RETURN TO THE FLEET
FOR RETREAT TO
SHIFTSPACE!

DAMN (T!
T ALMOST
HAD T THAT
TIME.

ALMOST
WON'T KEEP YoU
ALIVE, CUREZON.
SHUT DOWN THE

SHIP AND PREPARE
FOR DEBRIEF,
CADET.
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YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND, T'M
'S MY LIFE, MAD, BUT THAT'S NOT--T--T
e Mo eaRs ST EONT THOUGHT T LOST YoU,

E HO
BEEN LOOKING FOR YOU. TELSA.

T THOUGHT You
WERE DEAD.

YoU ARE--T HAD
TO DO THIS!

BUT THIS
'S WHO I AM,
DADDY. YOU HAVE
TO ACCEPT
THAT.

T WAS so
WORRIED. T
CAN'T Lose
You, TELSA.

T EXPECT YOUL TO BE
FIRST BY SEMESTER
BREAK. AND T'LL EXPECT
YOU HOME FOR THE
HOLIDAYS.

T SAW YOUR
FILE, "CADET
CLUREZON.”
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T TOLD You,
ALL T WANTED
WAS TO TALK To
MINN KOTA!

NOW...
I’LL 8OY A
[ DRNKFoRr |&
| ANYONE WHO |
HELPS ME
FIND HER.

ANOTHER
BEER.
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= e}
THE FRINGES.

A

M
LOOKING
FOR MINN

MINN KOTA?
IS THAT RIGHT?
WELL, LET ME
= GIVE YOU A BIT
AGlRL Like You  °F APNICE,
COULD FIND HERSELF IN A
WHOLE LOT OF TROUBLE
IN A PLACE LIKE THIS. AND
EVEN MORE TROUBLE IF
YOU'RE LOOKING FOR SCUM
LIKE MINN KOTA. ¢

SO WHY DON'T YOUL Do\ = 4 AW, COME ON. SHE LET US BLY
YOURSELF A BIG FAVOR E A CAN'T LEAVE YET. YOU A DRINK,
AND WALK OUT OF & T WANT To B8LY HONEY.

HERE AS QLUICK AS 1 HER A DRINK. :

T HAVE '\
MONEY. T )
CAN PAY.

” W 1'M FINE,

= THANKS. T

EVEN = 3 ! ngs;p.s\fii
MORE REASON ¥

TO LEAVE. NOW. | 2 2 MINN KOTA.

MINN KOTA?
WHAT'S A GIRL
LIKE YOU NEED
WITH A PIECE

OF SPACE

TURD LIKE

THAT?

YoUL LOOKING
FOR TROUBLE, T
CAN HELP YOU FIND
THE RIGHT KIND.
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A LONG TIME
AGO, T LET SOMEONE
TLOVEDIE. T
COULDN'T HELP HER.
T NEVER WANT To BE
WEAK AGAIN.

B0O0H0O. SO
VERY POETIC.
SPARE ME THE
SOB STORY. WE |
ALL GOT THOSE. |
WHAT Do You
REALLY WANT,
GIRL?

I'M SICK OF
PEQOPLE TELLING ME
WHAT T CAN'T DO. T

WANT TO BECOME THE
BEST SOLDIER IN
THE GALANXY.

HEH. You
GOT A SET OF
BALLS ON YoU,
GIRL. T'LL GIVE

YOU THAT.

YOU KNOW, T
SAW A BLAST TODAY
ON THE SEARCH SCANS.
UGC IS LOOKING FOR A
SAMPSONITE GIRL ABOLT
YOUR AGE. DIDN'T SAY
WHO SHE WAS, BUT T GOT
THE SENSE SHE WAS
PRETTY IMPORTANT.
REWARD WAS PRETTY
DAMN HIGH

MY FAMILY
HAS MONEY. You
HELP ME BECOME
SOMEONE ELSE,
AND I’LL PAY
MORE.
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BLUGGER \
VANCE. WHAT |
Do You
WANT?

HEY, MINN,

1 GOT SOMEONE
HERE WHO'S
JUST DYING TO
MEET YOU.

THAT SOP WELL, <
HAVE A SEAT, DARLING.
TELL MINN ALL YOUR
TRoOULBLES.

T NEED A NEW
IDENTITY.

YES. NEW RETINA
SCANS, NEW SHIFTSPACE
PASS, NEW CRED CARDS,

EVERYTHING. T KNOW
YOU CAN Do IT.

’ HEH. YOU KNOW, T MIGHT BE
HOW IS IT PERSUADED TO HELP YOU. T KNOW
yOU KNOW ! WHAT IT'S LIKE TO WANT T BE
ANYTHING SOMEONE ELSE. ESPECIALLY IN
A"B‘g); i TIMES LIKE THESE.

BUT T WANT
THE TRUTH. T
WANT TO KNOW WHAT
A GIRL LIKE YOU IS
RUNNING AWAY
FROM.

WHERE T COME
FROM, I--1 HAVE
ACCESS TO A LOT OF
INFORMATION.
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I--1
CANNOT
LEAVE You.
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& THE PLANET NIYRATA
RPN TEN YEARS AGO.

I DON'T
WANT YOU To
[ BE SORRY.T
| JUST WANT You

\ TO WALK
FASTER!

MR. CRUP,
SIR. NICE To
SEE You
AGAIN.

YES, LooKk,
T'M IN A BIT OF
A RQUSH TO GET
BACK To THE
OFFICE.

THIS
ANDROID WILL
BE STAYING WITH MY
FATHER FROM NOW
ON. T'LL HAVE ITS
PAPERS SENT
OVER LATER.

WOW. THIS MUST BE ONE OF
THOSE NEW GUON MODELS,
EN? SO LIFELIKE.

HELLO.
MY NAME 1S
TIM-22. 1T S

VERY NICE

NICE TO
TORSET | meET vou

Too,
TiM-22.
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SEE! IT'S
ONE OF THE NEW
ONES. YOU CAN'T

HE'S A SIMPLE
COMPANION-
BOT, AND HE

COST ME A

FORTUNE. SO

WOULD You
JUST SToP
ARGUING?

LooK, T
CAN'T KEEP
RUNNING
OVER HERE
EVERY TIME
SOMETHING
GOES
WRONG!

EVEN TELL IT'S
A ROBBIE!

HUMPH/ YOU THINK

THAT'S A GOOD THING?!
THAT/LL ONLY HELP THEM
BLEND IN WHEN THEY RISE
VP AND DECIDE TO TAKE
OVER THE DAMNED 0GC!
YOU MARK MY WORDS,
sSeoTTy!

DAD, YoUu
ARE BEING
PARANOID

COMPANIOND!
WHAT DO T NEED
A COMPANION
FOR?! T'M FINE
BY MYSELF!

OH, YEAN,
BIG IMPORTANT
AMBASSADOR!
Too BUSY FOR

HIS OWN

WELL, AS A
MATTER OF FACT,
TODAY TAM! T
DON'T HAVE TIME
FOR THIS. THE
ROBOT STAYS!

TRUST
ME, DAD,
THIS WILL Be
GOOD FOR
You.

No, YOU ARE
MOST CERTAINLY
NOT FINE, DAD.
THIS PLACE IS A
MESS. YOL DON'T
COOK FOR YOUR-
SELF ANYMORE.
YoUL FELL IN THE

SHOWER LAST
WEEK.
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NOW, T WANT YOU TO STAY OUT HERE IN THE
HALLWAY ONTIL T HAVE A CHANCE TO TALK TO MY
FATHER. HE HAS SOME OLD-FASHIONED IDEAS.

> IT'S BEST IF T GO IN ALONE FIRST.

DAD?
YoU AWAKE?
IT'S ME.

DAD--
JUST CALM
DOWN!

WHO THE
HELL Do You
THINK YOU ARE?!
T DON'T WANT
ONE OF THOSE
DAMN THINGS
IN MY HOME!

T'M THE
ONE WHO PAYS
FOR THIS CONDO!
AND IF T SAY YOU
NEED HELP, THEN
YOU NEED
HELP!
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You
ASLEEP?
GLESS You
DON'T SLEEP,

HOW CAN
1 BE OF
ASSISTANCE,
MR. CRUP?

YOU CAN'T. T TRIED TO PRETEND
YOU WEREN'T IN THERE, BUT T
CAN'T. T HATE THE THOUGHT OF
YOU ANYWHERE NEAR ME. SO
T WANT YOU To LEAVE.

T'M SORRY,
BUTT
CANNOT
LEAVE.

YOUL'RE FREE. 60!
DO WHATEVER YOU WANT.
T'LL TELL MY SON YOU MUST
HAVE BEEN DEFECTIVE

AND RAN OFF. T WAS GIVEN

ORDERS 8Y
YOUR SON T
STAY HERE
AND TAKE
CARE OF YOU,
NO MATTER
WHAT
HAPPENS.

T IS MY
DUTY.
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RELLO, MR. CRULP.
MY NAME IS--

AND T DON'TN

WANT TO SEE

{ YoU MOVE. You

STAY HERE AND
YOU SHUT LP.
GOT \IT?!

T DON'T
WANT TO HEAR
YoU TALK. GOT

T2 NOoT A

WORD.
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...HE CHose
ME. PSIVS
CHOSE ME.

PSIVS IS GOING TO
RECLAIM THE UNIVERSE
FOR MACHINEKIND. AND
HE CHOSE ME TO BE HIS
{ SON.ME/NOT you’/ W-WHY
- DID YOU--

OH, WOULLD
YOU SHUT LP,
212 DON'T
YOU GET IT?





OEBPS/images/page_00020.jpg
THE TIME
FOR HIDING
15 OVER.

MY NAME IS
P5IUS, AND IF
YOU COME WITH
ME, YOU WILL
NEVER HAVE TO
RUN AGAIN.
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You
CAN'T KILL \T,
STUPID. IT'S A

MACHINE.

P-PLEASE
HELP ME.
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HELP YOL?

7/ AW, COME
ON, DAD! WE
FOUND THIS

ONE!

AND T'M
PROUD OF YOU,
SON. BUT IF WE
WANT THE SCRAP
FEE, I HAVE TO
BE THE ONE

TOoDoIT. A LET ME GO. T

| DON'T WANT

TO HURT You.

TOO LATE
FOR THAT,
ROBBIE.
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EIGHT MONTHS LATER.

Te-
COME oULT.
T NEED

I--1
CAN BARELY
THINK WITH ALL
THAT RACKET
GOING ON OUT

SOMETHING
GOING ON. WHOLE
CITY'S ABUZZ. ANOTHER
SHIP TAKING OFF EVERY
DAMN SECOND. CAN'T
EVEN HEAR MYSELF
THINK.

T GOTTA LIE DOWN.
DROPPED JUST--JUST Go
THAT. CLEAN BACK IN THE
T VP CLOSET WHEN
YOU'RE DONE.
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