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doesn't stop at g
presidency... , I'mjust
getting
started,
Bel...

And T will lay
down the lives
of all T hold
dear to win.

Just you
watch...

T have
something
special planned
for this world.
Something
special
Indeed.
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Take a good look at the
man standing there before

See? Such For there is no
— familiarity.  danger here...only lsn't
you. That is the Bel 7 You boys can  mutual respect that
Solomon. 7he great man leave now. and undying right, old
of Texas. A goddamned admiration. friend?
titan if the world has

ever seen ore.

6o to hell,
Archibald.

Constance has
been in a coma
since the day
you joined us
here, Bel.

She just
lays there -- /ike
some kind of frail
angel beyond the
restorative powers [
of man. |t seems
her well-being rests |
entirely in the
hands of some
higher power.
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We both
know better
than that.

"Just don't move.”

V.
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Sharra?
I'm back. Listen,
I shouldn't have
stormed out of
there and left
you behind, but T
Jjust can't take
the --

T know it better
than children
laughing or widows
crying...

What do
you think
you're doing,
love?

Please,
don't move,
John -- not

one inch.

And put
your hands
up, away
from your
qun.
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Tell me
truly,
Vizier...is my
blood really
this thin and
weak?

You will...
and I will have
it no other
way -- you will
fall in line.

Then someday
soon, I will die and
you Will be king -- and
on that day you will
understand that you are
not allowed to just be a
man and just believe
3s you wish...

You will
know you are a
ration, and a god to
your people. And you
will be expected to
act accordingly.

Act
accordingly?
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I thought
you said this
was just

. dinner?

And I'm asking
you to put away --
for once and for all
time -- this
infatuation you have
with your religion...your
Message, whatever you
call that...nonsense.

It's not
nonsense. - t's what
It's redl. , 1 pefieve.

T thought
it was.

She has
nothing to
do with this,
John.

You're
talking to
me alone.
The king...

Zam real.
Believe in
me, boy!

There is
war in the air
and it is fueled by
fanatics and true
believers of all
stripes. /ncluding
your own.

You will put
this aside for
me. Because 1

am your king and
you will obey.
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Mister
President,
here's the

prisoner you
requested.
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There.

How
many
sons do I
have?
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You know,
can I have

Of course
1'd have to give
it a name...but
I'm pretty good

at that.

Would it
make you
happy to
have this,
Babylon?






OEBPS/images/page_00026.jpg
KXV VER B XXX XXX v v v (X0 X v v R v
v v KX KXy vV R R
DOLVAVAIVAG o R (R VIR RO v
001X VAVAVAVAVZ o 2 Xz 2 R VAVARVA S VAVAVAY R VAV X O AVAVAVA VATV
RV WA R XN DX v v v (R B v v/ v
VRS XD v v VY XX VXXX

IO (X o]
KXy v

XD DOIAAA

It's the
cutest
thing I've
ever seen.

B v v v v XY XD
RO vy VR B X XXX v v v D B
IR v vy VRKBIR] 4 DA BODXIIXIN] v v v (XX XX v v VIRIXIX - (XD KRN DRI v v VK

BB v v IIXIXIXIXIXIN] (X

PODIIY VXX BXIXv v v VXXX XX v v
BN XX v ! DO VXXX XXXV v VXX O (X (KK
IO B v v v VIR VBRI DXy v v VXXX XX v v v DIV VR DX v v XK DA
\ RO PIXIy AV XX v v v KD BXX (XXX (X v v v VXX

DOXROLOZAV O OLO AVAVAV RO IROXRVAVA Y






OEBPS/images/page_00029.jpg
No. He
will not.

_ What's
wrong with
him?

/s there

something / . \ I don'’t
on your mind, / N understand

Horseman? the question.

The way
he reacts There's
tig the p somethin’
world aroun N wrong with
him... :":et;v”a‘; how his eyes
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8 Loter that night. |

A 4
I understand Babylon is more
your trepidation, than capable of
Death... achieving a dormant
regenerative state
without lapsing into
unconsciousress.

So he won't
hear us
talkin'?..
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Oh, T can't carry
all of these and
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What
happened
here was

much

worse.

And learn
what being
forgotten

looks like.

ause T think
place looks

[ | awesome!

B BV v v v VRN OO Y]
PO ATRY
PIX X v v v KD X XDV v v XXX

I'm going to
go see if 1 can
find any cool
stuff.

Always
looking on
the bright
side, that

one.

I dunno, Pad.

I think you're

overselling it
abit...
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& [ Hey, Dad! You're
not going to
believe what

I found...
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Two weeks pass. |

This, Babylon, is a
monument to the
Iimpermarence of

Whoa.
Where are
we?

/  Some people
believe that this
place was swallowed
after a great flood
tore through this
dry and dusty

That when the
waters receded,
only the buildings
remained...as its
citizens had been

washed away. P

Some people
believe it was
lost long before
that. That fallow
land left only a
waste of bones
behind.

And some
say the people
had incurred the
wrath of some
long-forgotten
god.

Some
say it was

of that is
wrong.
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I have not
come to tear
down what our

people have

together we
can become
something
greater than
we ever

were.

Iam
also the
Prophet of
the End
Times...

I have come
here to heal
the old
wounds...






OEBPS/images/page_00040.jpg
\\WMW‘H(EEGEMDW/I// I

D e “They would make the capita

Yn an foolish effort to recreate the old irwelcome £6 ounkind, So thot the
Union could flourish unfettered.”

paradigm of external conflict, the most
powerful shaman of their generation
came to the Union to do big magic.”

“They died closing the loop of
their spell, and now_just look
at all the enemies we have
gathered unto ourselves the
last century.”

YAnd they succeeded.”

‘Just look at how we have
withered under the weight
of all our progress.” k

and ending this madness
of hating ourselves.”

T am bringing our lost
brothers and sisters home.”
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When I was a
boy, I marveled
at the things
my father
could do.
The
forgotten
ways of our
people...

The
hidden
arts...

The lost
magic...

Of course,
because I was a
child -- and because
they were so
wordrous -- 1 also
marveled at the
things our people
had dreamed and
built...

What I could
not understand
was why our
people rejected
one and embraced /
the other...

So he
explained
it to me:






OEBPS/images/page_00037.jpg
Chief

Of Chiefs...

you're
forgetting
something.

It's not surprising,
really. Your family
has a long history
of forgetting our
ways...

Why don't

you tell me,
Bodaway?

I suppose

machines...

But the Union has always
we could send  had countermeasures for
our great an automated invasion. If

the rebels have control of
the city's defenses,

well...

That
would fail
also.

I suppose your
youth makes
You ignorant of
them as well.

That place
is bornes and
bonrded. Did
you even know

what that

means?

It means no
pureblood
member of the
Nation can
enter the

Yes, you
could send in
your army of

Pilgrims...

But I --
or any true
son or daughter
Of the Nation --
would call that
victory.

It seems
to me that a
beautiful view

is all you've

achieved here
\_ today.
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“When a conquering 2 T { A kind of natural
nation has no external schism occurs...and
eremies, it turns its the enemy becomes

aggression inward.” ] yourself.”

I

[T

“The old ways
start to fear
the new ways.”

have contempt for
the ones that
came before.”

“The Machine City.”
[T
“The Sea of Bones."”

‘Bones and bonded. I
know what this means
better than you,
Bodaway. "
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The people

have risen up and

pulled down their
leaders, and now --

without any semblance
of order or societa/
structure -- chdos
has gripped

As ordered, we
have completed 3
cursory drone
reconnaissance.

There are power
outages. Shortages
of food. And what
little hold the rebels
have on the city,
they are losing

the city. quLekly:

IF you
wish it,
the Union
s ours.

They
cannot
stand
3gainst us. Will they
They will - A now?
Fall.

You know
what they say
about cornered
animals, don’t

you?

They die
the same
as any
other.
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The seat
of the
collapsing

Union.
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The edge of war.

Feel that?
The air is
supercharged ~ |f a decision
with needs to be
violence. made...then we

must make it

soon.

I think
we're
running out
of time.

Oh, we definitely
are. The war to
end all wars is
headed towards us
like a freight
train...

I can almost
see it just over
the horizon.
This should be
our time, but
we're rudderless
and without

purpose. Adrift
on a bloody
sea.

Speak for
yourself, War.
I don't need
convincing...

T know what
we're supposed
to be doing. /It's
simple. He's the
real thing...
We need to
find the boy,

Babylon, and
serve him.

Manrkind is
waiting for

him... " And ke

is waiting
for us.
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IF YOU CHOOSE, CHOOSE
NOW.

OR SOON THAT
DECISION WILL BE TAKEN
FROM YOU.

VAV
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ALL MEN TELL LIES.
THESE ARE A FEW OF
THEM.

VAV
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Jonathan Hickman is the visionary talent behind such works
as the Eisner-nominated NIGHTLY NEWS, THE MANHATTAN
PROJECTS and PAX ROMANA. He also plies his trade at
MARVEL working on books like FANTASTIC FOUR and THE
AVENGERS.

His twin brother, Marc, was just named the PGA caddie of the
year.

Jonathan lives in South Carolina except when he doesn’t.

You can visit his website: www.pronea.com, or email him at:
Jjonathan@pronea.com.

Nick Dragotta’s career began at Marvel Comics working on
titles as varied as X-STATIX, THE AGE OF THE SENTRY,
X-MEN: FIRST CLASS, CAPTAIN AMERICA: FOREVER
ALLIES and VENGEANCE.

In addition, Nick is the co-creator of HOWTOONS, a comic
series teaching kids how to build things and explore the world
around them. EAST OF WEST is Nick's first creator-owned
project at Image.
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What | Someone Ha! It's exactly You lost a
the hel?  ghot me! what you deserve,  tooth. Now
Conquest. Serve the  you look like
whims of man, and an idiot.
they make a fool
out of you...

Play
human
games, win
human
prizes.
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What's the
difference
between a catfish
and Conquest, the
absolute worst
Horseman?

Not to interrupt 3
rollicking good
time...

But the sun will be
setting soon and in over
Six hours you've caught

one tiny fish.

/t’s not the
makings of right and
proper nourishment.

One is a
bottom-dwelling,
scum-sucking
scavenger, and
the other is

I have detected ‘
3 large school of fish
in the general vicinity
of that rock formation
over there. Perhaps a
change of location.

T'll do it,

dad. A boy's N

gotta eat.
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But if
you want
to fish...

I am familiar
with the

Jjust stand
here and

5 We can do This is
that too. called

Look here.
4 Fish eat
y worms, so we
put a hook in
N ‘em. Both.

ep.
Practicin’
patignce

Pay attention, YL |
Babylon!

I think we're going
to need a bigger
fish. Or a bigger

news is we
got all day,
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Babylon was,
remains now, a
hyper-aggressive
learner, quantities of knowledge
Horseman. /5 rather robust,
however your son --
being who and what he

/8 == has had to subsist
on a diet of more
serious fare than

most his age.

Vai
" ol

) Unpredictably. Like
. rnow. Factoring out all
thsa?c :o,,‘vavfm, i uncontrollable
. variables...and factoring
in terrain, weather and
established danger
vectors...

Going east

has a sixteen point N

three percent lower
chance of danger.
S0 which way
will your son
choose?

Balloon raised me in a
virtual environment.
We ran every simulation
possible for every
potential scenario that
I might Aave to
face one day.

Sure, there

were things we had
to skimp on -- /ike, say,
personal preferences,
hobbies, snacks -- but

we totally had the

important things

covered. You know,

the life and death

stuff.

7ell him,
Balloon.

/ programmed
to teach him
to survive,

well...
I'm feeling
Frisky,
Balloon...
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I dunro...
it's a tough
call, Dad.

How you Askin' a clever boy like
Figure that, yourself in what
son? direction you wanna head
shouldn't get you all You
befuddled. After all, it's wanna go
only a choice. A left or
preference... right?

You're
/' implying that T '\
W should just pick one.
Randomly. Like it
doesn't matter
because there's no
difference between
the two, and,
k...

That'’s
not really
how I was

raised.

Exactly!

Every decision you
make matters. Every
single one. 1t's why
Balloon and T ran so
many simulations
before T made my way
into the dangerous
and scary outside
world.

'Cause bad
choices will get
you killed every
time, and let me
tell you, Dad, I've
died around one
point seven
million
times... It is
definitely
not cool.
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And
these are the
consequences.
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There's
not going
to be an
escape...

No, ro...
There's not
going to be
any running

tonight...

Not for
any of
you.
Because
you're right
Where you
wanted to
be.
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HERE'S WHAT | KNOW TO BE
TRUE:

BEFORE IT ALL COMES
CRASHING DOWN, THE PEOPLE
WILL WAKE UP.

IT WILL JUST BE TOO LATE TO
DO ANYTHING ABOUT IT.

VAV

A4
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Please....

Pleeeassse...

There won't
be any begging
your way out | We would
of this. tell you to
pray, but it
wouldn't you
any good.

There's no
mercy. No
forgiveness.

You have
edrned what
/s coming
to you.
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This is easy. Watch.

Pick a flat, smooth
stone and then you
£l it
o &
0 - 27

Just get the
angle right and
let it fly.

But I've never
done anything

And just
like this

N I
A
because you k
haven’t done this
before. before doesn’t
mean you can't,

;

combine two
> Babylon. things you
\ Ay > have either
that's why | i experienced
they call it } or studied.

Reference:
Precision
vectoring and
lakeside
activities in our
database.

All right.
Got it. Here

goes.

So...1 respect the
work. But how do
You get from
skippin' rocks to

dead fish?

Oh.
combined precision
vectoring > target
practice with lakeside
activities > fishing.





