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know. I know. But apparently, I'm not sure the
security cannot quarantee a protestors...rioters...
successful lockdown below the T will it whatever are your
30th floor, and the cellar PO | real problem.
is on the 19th. out on the floor,
before I let those
2 ungrateful,
filthy...people taste
one single drop.

This is the They're
feed from the °§ . ;
western rim on the co;?:gy ;eere coming for
outskirts of the Madame B

city -- an army President.
marches towards
the White
Tower.

Goddanmit.
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“So forgive
me, Mao..."

"But T
choose §
A her.” |






OEBPS/images/page_00104.jpg
Ay






OEBPS/images/page_00103.jpg





OEBPS/images/page_00106.jpg
..........





OEBPS/images/page_00105.jpg





OEBPS/images/page_00100.jpg
F ATV UHIW TN TR
I understand ||

tha

t my

decision
might come

with a

T

AR L

“And if my
betrayal

F—
4 B AN
)

=

‘T only did iR

what I
thought
you would
do. "

[ [7 /
f/ y |
> |/






OEBPS/images/page_00102.jpg
\The field's
aflame, a cleansing of
the world, A voice
cries out -- Let chaos
reign and the weak be

the first to fall.” 4

I have
heard The
Message.

Tell us,
Antonia
Levay...

Have you
heard The
Message?

reason?"

“Earlier, remember?
You said there was

"
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I think I heard
something...
-

You cannot
be killed,
Antonia...

You're going
to live
forever.

What are
you going to
do, you
unruly
child?

else in
mind.






OEBPS/images/page_00108.jpg
ve 3l

A

‘Do you ha
in your heart?’

=

“You have plenty of
assassin...”

blood in your mouth,

N,

=

AL

"I suppose rot. "
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You have a
choice...
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Gr'eatMa !

you're injured! ‘ ' ‘

We must get

you to the |( Erough, ‘

infirmary and A\ dOCtor.: The blood

)\ check for-- is not
mine. It is

theirs.

It appears
one of them
sacrificed himself
to enable the

I want the
First Widow

recalled from
the the
Crucible.

If you wish
to run tests
they will have
to wait, as
First...

Here,
Premier!
We have a

feed of the
puUrsurt.

‘Wo. A secondary
team has tracked
them to the
harbor. They are
row entering the
container where
they were hiding..."

Immediately.
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The Black Tower: When I was boy,

Do you he had a peculiar --
remember and damn downright A
my father, devious -- way of C,g"fess@""

J meting out punishment. /* Yo will
He would speak to me
as if T were a man --
eye to eye -- 50 that

T could give 2 full
accounting of my
wrongdoings.

Then he would
instruct me to go
out into the yard

and gather unto my
bosom a switch --
which was to be the
instrument of my
correction.

I would do so -- debating
between choosing cherry or birch
or goddamned oak -- and on my
return I would place the rod in my
father's hand. He would then -- with
vigor and no small measure of personal
pleasure -- beat me until I wept or
bled. Whichever came first.

I tell you all that to The beating wasn't the point.
say When T was older The exercise was in making you
T asked him why it was he And do concentrate on choosing
used a switch when there you know ~ between switches instead of
are tools of correction what that between accepting said
S50 1much more suited old bastard Punishment or running.
to the task. s3id to me, Like any sensible
Bel? man would do.

Death would Know this, old

have been better friend: Running
than what's

coming... will never be an

option here.
Better by

far. Time to

pick a
switch.
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businessman.

Please.
Please...

You...
you have the
wrong person...
you don't
understand...

How fortunate... Yes., Better After all, the making
asIam that than of dea/s...and my
businesswoman. the other , acquisition of what
thing. I want in relation
Perhaps we \ to what you are
- offering...

can do some
business,
you and I?

Of course.
Better that,
than...

S0, what exactly is
it that you are
offering,
businessman?

I..my
associates and
1...We are brokers.
Middlemen for
various other...
endeavors.
We connect
specialists with
those who need
special services.
We buy and sell
/nformation. Ex ss// ea z.
For it is
information
that I wish
to acquire.

Shall we talk
terms?
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Until now, T
always thought
my sword would
define me, but
it seems --
before all other
things -- 1 am
mother.
——
Look at all
my children,
Dragon...

Believing that When the
they have found a safe ¥ truth is there is
place in this world. NG such thing.

Empty the
stores if you Feed
must. them

Yes,
Premier.

I would
give anything
to hear your

vorce.

IF you
have found
our son,
kiss him
for me...

“Keep him safe, and
far from here.”
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And I am in
the business
of collecting
the heads of
men who lie.

So...are
you going to lie
to me like your
fellow brokers

did...

Or are you N
going to tell
me what I
want to know?
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I have moved the
families of those
who were killed by
the assassins to one
of the outer
provinces.

007 It's a small vineyard
7 Village to the north. It's
known for both its beauty
and isolation, which gives it a
higher likelihood of escaping

nation's current state
suddenly transition

And T've made sure
the families are well
provided for. They have
been given a generous
stipend from your great
house.

They died for me,
that extended First Dragon. See

you say
family, if they so that they are
your | ToL e choose. _ provided with all
mean... ; that they are
Sons and diie i
. seems

daughters.
OF course,
Premier.

there are
more every
day.

For row, we

Our doctors and
keep them fed,

engineers have done
OF course. good work keeping
By now, all have disease and waste
heard of the p\ from choking the
generosity of They flee the
Mao. machines of the
We have | Endless Nation
had fifteen 2nd the burning
thousand new Firepthap; istthe Wia:askimate
refugees rOPREL:  imost five
alrrx\f il t:‘e percent of the
agt Weels former Texas
Republic has
found their way
here.
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THIRTY-FOUR:
vA‘ THIS NEVER-

ENDING CYCLE OF
VIOLENCE
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You look Are you Not Recently
positively... having ) without someone tried
exhausted. trouble \ cause.  to kill me in

Terrible. sleeping? my sleep.

Just
horrific,

Question is.. 7 have good

what are you rews, my
going to do - love...

“Soon, it will be safe
for you to bring our
son home. "

T have traced the Rubicon

to /ts source, and I believe |

I can end this coming war
before it begins.”
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As sure as I
can be. T met with
all of the major
syndicates, and it was
known that the
Confederacy brokered a
job through one of

them.
They cleaned

up the mess before
I got to the syndicates,
but the abserce their
thoroughness left behind
was its own kind of
admission.

A small,
ancillary benefit
is that my
thoroughness left
no syndicates
behind. 4¢ all.

Can I assume
that you have
already prepared
an appropriate

\ response?

Now I must

ign surprise. And
in no small

measure...outrage.

ven. fei
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The Black Towers.

=

Can I assume that the first
has something to do with my
bountiful and unending good
fortune begetting a staff that
is both first-class and
first-rate?

That good

want the good
rnews, Mister
President...
or the better
rews?

There you
go...reading

Yes, well...
I suppose
T'll hear

the other Antonia
Levay is

holding for
you. The
woman has
her hand
out.






OEBPS/images/page_00032.jpg
Madame Can I help you in some
President... way? Let me assure

you look you that if there is Thank you,
distraught, anything of mine you Archibald, I...T
if T might need, you only have

find myself in ;
ask... to name it and it a difficult The Union
will be yours.

position. needs morey.
There's no
other way to
say rt.

Unrest has
never been
synonymous
with financial
bounty, and the
world is
certainly at a
boil.

But I'm sorry,
Antonia...coin is
something I
currently do not

have to give. /

There's something
you need to remember
-- we are part of a plan
larger than ourselves. We were

Larger even than both tasked with
our nations. maintaining political
order. The Horsemen
demand order. And
while you are
succeeding...
I am failing.

But we are
both Chosen,
and so...in my
hour of need I
have chosen
you.

I'm not sure
appealing to my
religion is going to
solve your current
quandary, my

You
dear... have to do

something.
I would never
abandon my
faith, but on
occasion I have
been known to
misplace it.
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Would you think
less of me if T
indulged myself...
wallowing in the
misery of

\  others?

Not
precisely, but
T can make an

educated
guess.

There's
currently open rebellion
in the Union and our
latest intelligence points
to numerous reports of
Nation hardliners
overrunning Union
outposts along the
Grass Sea.

She's got
a war at home,
is surrounded by
enemies, and
worst of all,
the Union is
broke. There were
whispers of
possible funding
from the Kingdom, " so...are
but that doesn't  you going
seem to have to help
materialized. her?

What
else are
friends

for?

Now that
is not the
face of
grace under
pressure.

Do we
know
what she
wants?
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I only this was
3 time of wants...
Besid hi

y< "
new i i

sides, this is
actually who you've
always been -- T

I time I saw you.
no!
ow, don't

But yes,
The Message is
providence...and I
see the chosen
path before me.
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He is strong.
Stronger than
t

Your uncle
will never
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/2
4

I wonder, Will
it secretly
please you as
much as it
pleases me?

Do you
1 =1\ Jjoy in the
machinations
\ Oof 6od?
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With itching
teeth..
[TTTTTTIT]

One final
howl...

\

people -- this is
what waits for

wipe that blight of
modernity from
the face of
history.
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He has
become the
Word.
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me when it -
actually arrives,
| : Something

Until then, 2o hope
its just a3\ forw
potential

solution. 4

possibility.

received
confirmation.
The shipment
is getting
ready to
leave.

It should be
here within
the next
hour.

an acting job
yesterday, Madame
President.

Chamberlain
really ate your
whole 'woman

in need' bit

Who said
I was
acting?

And T
certainly
wasn't

lying...
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"Let the word
spread."

That's...
Tcan't
believe...

How many
of us are
left?

Wake up,

boss. No Hon fong.

. OW lon S
time to be ‘ o

sleeping.

No way to
know for
sure...at

least a
day.

It was a
coordinated
police
action.

They knew
everything.

Y They stole our
city, wrecked our
nation, and killed
our friends. You

want
to run?

Three or four

smaller cells.

Plus the four
of us.

The question
now is what
to do? should
we run?

What's
happened?

They
almost
wiped us
all out.

Hell no.

Y There is no

running...we
stay and
fight.
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There it goes...
right on
schedule. Just
as promised.

Only one
way to
find out.

You think
the intel is
good?

All right.
Hold on.

I'm

punching
/¢t

have to if you
don'’t want

lives they treated us
like an afterthought,
and when we had the |
| gall to want something
i A more, they hunted
us down. Like
animals.

Nameless, faceless
benefactor who over
the past year has
single-handedly provided
d us with the money and
resources to keep
fighting long after
we shoulda been
dead?

ls that
information
real?

Today
is easy,
boss.

Down the road,
we're all expectin’
you to finish the

Jjob. We can
count on you,
right?

Then let's
not pretend
I have the






OEBPS/images/page_00042.jpg
"Soon, we will all be judged. And if I'm
honest...if T look at the difference
between what I believed I was capable of
and what I have actually achieved...”

"My desperation was

convincing because it "
was real, Doma." \ T need this to

work. I need a
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Children...

We've
spawned an Are they
entire all this
generation of young?
angry
children.

It's skewing
that way,
Madame
President.
We're taking
DNA samples from
all the dead as well
as those we've
arrested -- there
are some that are
older, but most
are not.,

We're not finding \\—
anything definable as
a command structure,
but if you apply the  H{ gpeak with
term loosely, these  [a\ ~ them.
b\ four seemed to be of

Talk all you
want, there's
nothing you can
say to change
our minds...

fascist.

= 1 beg you,
/ do not confuse
me with the P
politicians you Idon't
are used to... 4 de8lin
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SUFFER YOUR SONS AND
DAUGHTERS

FOR ONE DAY THEY WILL
REPLACE YOU.

VAV
v
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B Do you really \
think you were
freer when you

i weren't in

chains?

See how
content they S
seem. Dying for
O\ what they

/ J
\ . 1
believed. dDo Y:” ”

- —___ understan
5{’/_ 3 now, you
= . [} )|
’ L2
: <

=

=5
»

-

="

{ the shot, . : 2 Why
\ ma'am... . V) \ waste the
\ bullet?
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BITE DOWN UNTIL YOU
FEEL BONE.
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Yes. Yes,
that could
work.

When
canl
expect
them?

T know
that
look.

Like a shark

Why don't you tell me
exactly what you need
the money for. I may
be cash poor, but we
confederates are well-
stocked for lean
times.

More than
anything, T
need weapons
and soldiers
who can use
them.

Weapons,
T can do.
Soldiers, 1
can not.

But that's
a problem easily
solved. You're the
President, let
conscription
become your new
favorite word.

Oh, I always ensure
prompt service.
Tomorrow, or the
day after.

Thank you,
Archibald.

I will
remember
this.

What are
you up to,
uncle?

who smells
blood in the
water.

call it
patriotism.
That's a hook
the fish love.

See that
you do,
dear...

See that
you do.
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THIRTY-ONE:
vA‘ WATCH US AS WE

ROB THEM BLIND
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I want to

J hold my head

high. T want

to feel pride
and not
shame.

) 1 want to ot be
marked as a coward of
cowards, but a chief of

a great council of
chiefs...

Agreat
warrior
\ of the
"\ Nation.

But like
all of you...T
do not have
the privilege of
acting on

A
B 1 follow
/ Where my
chief leads...
even when he
leads us
rowhere.
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ALL MEN TELL LIES.
THESE ARE A FEW OF
THEM.

VAV
A4

Jonathan Hickman is the visionary talent behind such works
as the Eisner-nominated NIGHTLY NEWS, THE MANHATTAN
PROJECTS and PAX ROMANA. He also plies his trade at
MARVEL working on books like FANTASTIC FOUR and THE
AVENGERS.

His twin brother, Marc, was just named the PGA caddie of the
year.

Jonathan lives in South Carolina except when he doesn't.

You can visit his website: www.pronea.com, or email him at:
Jjonathan@pronea.com.

Nick Dragotta’s career began at Marvel Comics working on
titles as varied as X-STATIX, THE AGE OF THE SENTRY,
X-MEN: FIRST CLASS, CAPTAIN AMERICA: FOREVER
ALLIES and VENGEANCE.

In addition, Nick is the co-creator of HOWTOONS, a comic
series teaching kids how to build things and explore the world
around them. EAST OF WEST is Nick's first creator-owned
project at Image.
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But I'm
not like these
hysterical man-apes
screaming about
the end times
every time a dark
cloud dots the
horizon.

My
expectations
are perfectly

tempered.

It's time these
people started
reaping what they
truly deserve.
Ahem!
Look behind
you.

more like

Now
that's

it.

Look...
we're agents of
the Apocalypse --
we need to fulfill
the promise of
mankind's T
imaginal o
Fegars.ry hell with
blue skies
and idyllic
scenery. I'm
ready to
go!
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The Grass Sea.

And not what
I was expecting
at all.

¢ . No. h{c, I mean, sure, T know
think you're \ T don't! I exaggerate from time to
time and have a tendency

to use scary words to
induce a conditioned
5 response...

My dearest War, 1 thought all
of this was bulilding to a --
What is It the monkeys are
calling it these days -- ah

Yes, that's right...
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Many of you
came to me
with nothing.
Nationless, and,
cast out.

A people
without a
land.

A people
without a
home.

But I welcomed V gave you
you. I took a home. 3

you in. i ) ¥ And for as
A\ long as you

live, this
home will be

yours. I

swear it.

But you
must also
swear
something
to me.

If T am your mother
-- and you are my
children -- then when
I am gone, all that T
have built will one day
be yours. But you
have to embrace
the idea of it.
You have to
become it.

You have to
be willing to
fight for it.






OEBPS/images/page_00006.jpg
2066
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“They wanted us defanged.

70 that end, the Imperial K
Palace was actuslly their | .
secondary target. The [
rea/ objective was the
garrisons of Dragons and
Widowmakers. "

G 1

i

T

\

“We have also learred of
dttacks by the
Confederacy at both the
Crucible and the Testing
Grounds. The losses there
mirrored our losses here ___‘
at home.” !V

I

|

|

i

\

AL o w ?s. i e

/WWI

“Your army is broken and all 7
that remains here is a city |
overrun with conmoners
and refugees.”

7 7

¥

“Beyond those currently
X/ the field, very few of
our commissioned
officers have survived.”

S
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Would you
like to know
what I do
with heads of
men who lie?

N7/
N
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well, that's a bit

call me melodramatic.

vengeance.
call me
revenge.

I stand
corrected. @

L
\ »
AQ

You tried to
kill Mao.

Know this,
old man:
Running will
never be an
option here.

Normally
I'm not a fan
of others'
flamboyance in
the face of my
own, but I think T
like you. You and
your whole
show.

Pray tell,
might T know
your name before
I summarily
dismiss you?
For all
eternity.

I am the First
Widow of the
Crucible.

knife of
Xiaolian...
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was delivered
from Archibald
Chamberlain.
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JONATHAN HICKMAN

WRITER

NICK DRAGOTTA

ARTIST

FRANK MARTIN

COLORS

RUS WOOTON

LETTERS
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The Machine City of

the Endless Nation.

So this is
what we've
been reduced

Hiding in

city while
enemies
surround

You
exaqggerate,
Bodaway.

This so-called
Prophet can throw
all the rabble he What
wants at us. Our more do

machine army will you

hold. The city will >
stond, L\ want:
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CITY MUST FALL
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They call me
mother...but that
is my second name:

My first, is the
Bride of Death.

So fucking be It.

And let
the black
flags fly!






OEBPS/images/page_00021.jpg
I am the Great Wolf
who hunts all the
beasts of the field.

I am a servant of Death
himself, and I do not fear
seeing my friend again.

So if there must be
one last hunt...let it
begin here and now.
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THIS IS THE WAY OF IT.
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Here at the bitter
end, meat, it's true
that we -- that you --
that all of us -- are
almost out of
time...but some
things should be
savored.

Agonized
over...

It's that
we choose
not to.

So...
are we gonna
start with
your feet,
or your
hands?

Like giving
birth. You're
goddamn
right it
hurts...

And it's
gonna keep
hurting for
however long

it takes.
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well...1
could piss
in it for
you.

Please...
please...

sorry.
Can't do We go
that. Not
in my the other

nature. way

We do
the other
thing.

What
happened |
here?

Ambushed...
by scouts...

Came outta
nowhere.

IF...if
you're gonna
kill me...
We don't
5 really do
Make it /
quick. 4 that
either.
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This is
a risk,

A Narsimha. 4

Y Are you
| sureitis

"But in my dreams I have seen
myself standing before the
symbol of The Message."

"With each dream, I get closer
and closer to seeing his face,
only to wake before he shows

Why have you \

come here,
| strangers?

Have you come \
to see the
Prophet of the F— —~
End Times? Have you
come for The
Message? |

| Then you have
\ come to right
place, old
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CLARITY IS WHAT YOU GET
BEFORE THE VERY END.
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\4
How much longer

will you wait? He
surrounds the
crty.

On this
we agree...

primary

Should we finally
expect action
when his army is
well inside it?

Great chief, you know
I have always been
your most loyal ally,
but Olowa speaks  Time is
truth. growing
short.

The Prophet does
not know it, but we
have his army ¢
caught in-between A i
two forces. If my primary
plan fails, then
The one we will attack
defending the and crush their
city, and the thirty  army between
Totem-class
warships I quietly
slipped behind
them as they
approached.

Yes,
Bodaway.

First T
will try and
talk to
them...
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Are you
done,
Bodaway?

Have you

said your piece?
Because if there is
more coming, please,
let me know. T'll have

someone bring us

drinks so we can
better endure such

righteousness.

What has
become
of you,

Narsimha?

What
happened to
the great
man we all
knew?

I have wounds that will not I have seen
heal, old friend. Bravado and this Prophet
recklessness are luxuries up close.

I cannot afford. «

T have seen
the fervor with
which he burns.

Such men are
always
dangerous...

That man is
dying and
has no more
time for
mistakes.

This is why
we must be
cautious.

THIS i
why I have
waited.
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Today
started off
in a pretty
depressing

manner...

But sweet King David

of the lsraelites, is

this not a sight for
sore eyes?

Yesh.
Look! Over
there...
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