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A WORD FROM

I grew up a first generation Irish Catholic in Upstate
New York. So, the Saints were fodder for bedtime
stories. My grandma would tell me about St. George
slaying dragons, Saint Blaise and the boy he saved who
had choked on a bone, the Shroud of Turin, and more and
more. There isn’t much to do in Upstate New York, so you
either conform and go to football games and VFW
barbecues, or you try to find simple ways to rebel. My
uncle was eight years older than me, and for him he
looked for an identity in heavy metal music. I’'d go to
my grandmother’s house and I would steal through his
comic book collection and his albums. There I found a
whole new world open up. Swamp Thing comics suddenly had
an Iron Maiden soundtrack. Downstairs my-grandmother 1lit
candles and prayed rosaries. The mystical seemed to be
all around

me.

As a child you make your own myths. Abandoned houses

- become haunted in your mind, their backstories long
urban legends that you and your friends contribute to.
My mind was now filled with two things: religion and
comic books. And metal. Metal scared me back then. This
was before Ozzy Osbourne was a huggable reality TV star
and still was a mad man who ate a live bat onstage.
Years later, obviously, I could see the ridiculousness
in some of the posturing. But I also saw the need. We
need to believe in things, and one of those things is
our own personal power. People turn to metal for power.
They do the same with religion. They do the same to
stories.

Me? I am a worshipper of story above all else. My
ability to tell one is where I try to assert myself; for
my Uncle it was loud guitars, and for me it’s precision
pens. SAINTS came about as a way to marry all the things
that obsessed me in my youth, all the things that scared
me and amused me. In the end it wasn’t the hope of
making a scary book or a funny book, but to make a book
that I recognized myself in: balancing the horrific and
hysterical of life at the same time; unsure of what I
believe in even after committing myself to it; and above
all, searching for a way to be good in a world where
that gets more increasingly complicated and difficult.

The Saints are imperfect creatures, like you and me.
They are humans searching for a higher sense of
themselves and the world.

And so, the story begins..

-Sean
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THE BOOK OF BLAISE

They didn't ask to be Saints...
but then again God doesn't usually ask.

When a group of misfits discover themselves to be the
re-incarnations of Catholic Saints, they must put aside their
differences to battle the fallen Archangel Michael and his army
of Doomsday Zealots. Critically lauded, this is the comic debut
of award-winning playwright SEAN CHRISTOPHER LEWIS
(Kennedy Center Rosa Parks Award; NPR’S This American Life)
and graphic artist BENJAMIN MACKEY. SAINTS is the
wildly funny and challenging story of people questioning
what they believe in the midst of fighting for it.

Religion, Humor, and Heavy Metal combine in this audacious
drama for adults.

Collects the complete series, issues 1-9

PRAISE FOR SAINTS:

“Clever, funny, and often very touching.”
-UPROXX

“...Mackey’s stained-glass evocations set
the book favorably far afield from the heaps
of angels-versus-demons comics cluttering
shelves over the past decade. A poor
man’s Hellboy this is not.”
-PASTE MAGAZINE

“One hell of an excitin%epic...easily mr)".favorite
miniseries that Image has published this year.”
-MATT DORVILLE, BLASTR

“If you can’t get enough of Preacher...
SAINTS is sure to entertain you with its
genuine characters, %{aphlc violence,
and spot-on humor.”

-JP JUPITER, FANDOM

RATED M / MATURE

Religious Fiction / Armageddon
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