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Dear Becky

written by: GARTH ENNIS
Tilustratea by: RUSS BRAUN
Colorea by: TONY AVINA
Letterea by: SIMON BOWLAND
Cover by: DARICK ROBERTSON
Eaitor: JOE RYBANDT

The Boys created by
GARTH ENNIS & DARICK ROBERTSON

Billy Butcher, Wee Hughie, Mother's Milk, The Frenchman and
The Female were The Boys: a ClA-backed team of very dangerous
people, each one dedicated to the struggle against the most lethal force
an Earth — superpower. Some superheroes had to be watched. Soma of

them had 1o bo contrallad. And some of them — someimas — had to be
taken out of the picture.

The issue was decided in one final battle against a massed superhero
army, when & plan concocted by the "supes” to overthrow the US
government went horribly awry. Now, twalve years later, Hughie and his
lover Annie January have returned to his home in the Scottish town of
Auchterladle — their batiles fought and worn, their torment over,

The days when Colonel Greg Mallory led The Boys aféfirmly in the past
S0 100 are the times Billy Butcher sharod with a woman who Strove 6
send him down a different road. Al of that is over and done with, Finished,

Now read on..

DYNAMITE.
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DAN ABNETT AND JONATHAN LAU ON
SONJA'S SUPERHERO TURN

Dan, last month we unveiled VAMPIRELLA: THE DARK
POWERS, and now here we have the companion title
staring RED SONJA. How aro you craftng thssa two tites
o play off of ach ohr s roatos ollow boh?

Abnott: Each s s own story. Sonja's series shows.
her, Tike Vampirells, recruited by the Project and
earning to work witn tho organization. They both
hit bumps along the way bocauso naiihor ono of
them Is 2 good fitfor traditional Superharoics. So
tha Stories ara runming in paralll. However, as
thay play out, wa will 358 how they meer and intar-
conneet in niorosting and explosive ways.

Wit both charactars tying out or T Projoct i aclossic:
apes and tghts supsrharoic role,fow 4o you sce tham
Gifloing i aling hat? How doss od Sonfa it ho il?

Abnott: It doesn't roally suit cither of them, but the
Stories explain why its happening. IS & delibor.
2xe ganra clash, playad out logically and roalisi-
cally (and for maximum fun). With Vampiralla, we
joinod hor when sho was alrcady on board a5 a
member. Sanja’s tlo is rather dlforent.

This series opens not oo dissimilar fiom o tradltional Red
‘Sonja sword and sandais story. What can longtima fans of
he Sho-Dovil With  Sword oxpoct from thoitfavrit -
borian heroine in this serios?

Abnett: It starts very much Iike a classic Hybori-
n advanture and ten shows the clash betwaen
Gonres s it happens, IFs svarything you'd want
Snd expact from & Rod Sonja tale, and then i takes
S Violant twist s immane fun, and | think fans of
both sword and sorcory, and suprheroes, wil got
a'big kick out of i

Law: I'm very much in the same boat with the read.
s with ragards to the story. | Just want 1o ramp
Up the action in avery issue | get and that's what
Wl Bo ifforent - Hyborian action from yours tru
iy, Although this time around, I challenged to
Malntain the stric ruls of Going old school comics:
pansling and design. Notico thera 1s no floating
or ovariapping images, no open or fancy pancls,
oven Sonta's hair is back instead of my usual ion's
ane look

Vou're working with artist Jonathan Lau on tisseriss, who
Dymamite fans know and love. Wt doss e bring fo e
Lol with ot a3 8 cllaborator and howss e Seeiny
bis pages roila?

Abnett: His arts incracible - 50 vivid and detailed,
‘and 5o dynamic. Ho's @ groat arist for this - o cap-
tres Sonja’s world, and the feel of her adventures,
perfectly, but he's also got plenty more in the tank

it g DYANNT 5k DG L A0

10 blow it open with everything else. The superhe-
o stutf s awasorma tao. Evar wantad to 568 what s
Swvord woul do ta an Gver-confidant Suparharo.?.

Jonathan you'v drawn naarty vory major Dynamito char-
‘acto. Vou' Just coming ol of od Son: Ado of Chaos,
which aiso deaitwith  farge cast and 08 ofscion. Now
youre drawing ALL the characiars. Which ones ro you
mostexcited 10 porray intis soies? And aro you callng
Invck oy ofyour provious work here?

Lau: 've dipped my hands Into the Project Super-
powors characiors way back. I'm simply oxcited o
o 'somo capes and spandox stuff horo again be-
Couso it a¢ closs at | Could 6ot 1o draw Supos or
Bats. Parsonally. Black Terror would b nostaigie (o
raw or anyana alsa with a cape 8t the least!

| hoar whispers that thoso two sorias aro loading to somo-
thing oven bigger... Without gtting tao spoilery, what can

Dynamite roaders ook orward 107

Abnett: Something big indsed. When we firstdis-
cussod this idea, 1t seomod fiko it wouldn't work.
Take two iconic. characters, each with their own
very particular stylo and genre, and mix thom
Up... &nd than por in a huge measure of anoth.
o gonrs, the suporhoro tear, tho costumad horo.
Tho fun was making it work, and I think It really
Goas. These throe ngredionts, which ShouldnA ft
t6gather on the same page, it togethor parfactly
whan you set up tha right cantext. Sonja and Vam-
pi ard both rolucianily, oining a pan-galacic, hy.
Por advandad supernero organization that profects
ntiro worlds... you KNOW that's not going o o
Smoothly. To me the trick wos nat to- make any.
body 100k stupid: ot Vampiralla, not Red Sonjs,
but ot the Project superheross oither. Thoy'ra not
e patsics ere, thay're ot the idiots caught in
tho Erossfire. You know, now that thoso projects
are both announced, that Sonja and Vamp! aro go
ing to meet Thats gaing to be big. But without
gatiing spoilery, thats just the start. Stay tuned.
thers something opic coming that you will NOT
Want to migs!

NEXT ISSUE
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