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THE SERIES CONTINUES . . .

THE Fail

PART TWO OF THE STRAIN TRILOGY, PREMIERES 2013!

e NIGHT ETERavill

PART THREE OF THE STRAIN TRILOGY, PREMIERES 2014!

READ THE NEXT CHAPTER OF THE STRAIN MONTHLY.
HEAD TO YOUR LOCAL COMIC-BOOK SHOP FOR MORE INFORMATION.

AVAILABLE AT YOUR LCIEALCUMICS SHOPOR BDUKSTDRE
call 1 tor.com. For morei to order direct, visit
DarkHorse.com or call 1- BUD 362 UDEZMnn F Sam to Spm Pac!che ilit ject to change

DarkHorse.com The Strain'™ Toro, The Fall™
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Etemal’ ©2012 Guilermo del Toro.





OPS/images/33.jpg





OPS/images/155.jpg
GUILLERMO DEL TORD & CHUCK HOGAN'S

SIR1IN

DAVID LAPHAM  MIKE HUDDLESTON - DAN JACKSON | VOLUME?

IN ONE WEEK, MANHATTAN WILL BE GONE. IN ONE
MONTH, THE COUNTRY. IN TW0 MONTHS—THE WORLD.

When a Boeing 777 lands at JFK International Airport and goes dark on the runway, the Centers for Disease
Control, fearing a terrorist attack, calls in Dr. Ephraim Goodweather and his team of expert biological-threat
first responders. Only an elderly pawnbroker from Spanish Harlem suspects a darker purpose behind the
event—an ancient threat intent on covering mankind in darkness.

Adapting the first novel in Guillermo del Toro and Chuck Hogan's New York Times best-selling The Strain
Trilogy, this horrifying chapter deals with an outbreak of diabolical proportions that puts a terrifying twist on
the vampire genre!

Introduction from The Strain's creators, filmmaker Guillermo del Toro (Pan’s Labyrinth, Hellboy) and novelist
Chuck Hogan (Prince of Thieves).

“After conquering the film, TV, and novel world, multihyphenate Guillermo
del Toro set his sights on his childhood love: comic books.” —Variety

“David Lapham adapts the popular horror book series with his signature style of grit, terror,
and tension . . . Mike Huddleston turns in some gritty and detailed artwork.” —IGN.com

& L]

DarkHorse.com
GRAPHIC NOVEL/HORROR/SCIENCE FICTION
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BECAUSE, AS A RULE, WE MUCH
PREFER DESSERT T0 APPETIZERS,
THIS IS A THANK-YOU DISGUISED
AS AN INTRODUCTION.

How gratifying it is to see these excellent comic
books collected in a single edition! Having our story
retold in a different medium—especially one so near
and dear to our hearts—is, first and foremost, a
tremendous compliment.

We wanted the very best for the Strain Trilogy as
it made the jump from written word to visual narrative,
and we carefully selected the best publisher, editorial
team, cover artist, and storytelling team.

What we did not want was a rote regurgitation of
character and plot. This is not an illustrated version of
our novels. This is a graphic retelling: a visual
translation, and a definitive one. As such, we asked
only for the application of fresh energy and bold
thinking. Other than that, we granted David Lapham
and Mike free reign and them
as true partners in this enterprise.

What an enormous leap of faith this was! You must
understand that, as novelists, we were classic
helicopter parents, fretting over details large and small
and everything in between. We drove our wonderful
editor crazy with our obsessiveness—but these were
our babies, after all. Our very strange, very beautiful,
very dangerous babies . . .

Now, at Dark Horse's generous invitation, it was
time to send our red-eyed offspring away to art camp.

So, like any good, caring parents, we said goodbye
... and anxiously held our breath. As we approved plot
lines, rough pencils, coloring schemes, and finished
art, our excitement grew. The transition into comic-
book pages felt powerful and new. Other than a few
nitpicky notes, most of our words were spent in praise
of the creative team and how attuned, how alert, and
how smart they were.

As a courtesy, each edition was forwarded to us
for our approval. They arrived in our inboxes, one by
one, like letters from camp. Now, that new-comic
excitement with which all of us, as fans, are well
acquainted . . . whether it is the feel of the glossy
cover of a book fresh off the rack, or the instant
gratification of digital delivery on your reader . . .
imagine multiplying that by a factor of seven hundred
and seventy-seven, and then you may imagine the level
of anticipation we felt upon reading these installments,
as the story's origi s. Every time we d
E. M. Gist's lush, hyperrealistic covers, every time we
read Lapham'’s words or saw Huddleston’s drawings,
our hearts leapt. This was not an echo of another
work—this was a brilliant riff, an expansion, a retelling
of the tale.

Needless to say—we love it.

We know you do too. We are proud and honored
of the spirited work done by Messrs. Lapham,
Huddleston, Gist, and Jackson, and this is our
opportunity to offer them a hearty thank-you for their
fine efforts—as well as a profound thank-you to you,
the reader.

Enjoy! And always keep a blade of silver handy . . .

—GUILLERMO DEL TORO
AND CHUCK HOGAN
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MANY THINGS, BUT
TONIGHT I WILL
TELL YOU THIS.

I noup

FORGET ABOUT
THE ANNOUNCE-
MENT, YOUNG.

'AND WE DID. WE
TOOK ALL WE
COULD CARRY
AND WE LEFT.

SLOW DOWN.!

TOMORROW
THERE WILL COME

VILLAGE TO ASSEMBLE
AT THE TRAIN STATION
FOR AN IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENT.

I nouLp
FORGET EVERY-
THING AND
WOLLD FLEE THIS
VERY Ni&H

0P T WOULD
FORGET THESE
waLLs.

WHAT KIND OF
ANNOUNCEMENT 7
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WE SENT THE
OTHERS AHEAD TO

<o

IAM To0
OLD, ABRAHAM.
BETTER TO -
LET ME TURN y
MYSELF IN. BpT Wiy BUT YOU ARE
STRONG AND THEY

ESCAPE.
BORSCHT? &

'SHE FOUND A CONTAINER
OF KEROSENE WHILE I SLEPT
AND DRANK IT DOWN.!"

AN OLD 5TORY
BUBBEH USED T0
TELL ME TO MAKE
ME EAT MY
BORSCHT.

SHE RAISED
ME AFTER MY
PARENTS DIED. T
WOLLD NOT
LEAVE HER.

m
METAKE
WAS LETTING
HER KNOW
4
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THEY THINK
HE's TRIPPIN'. BUT
HE AIN'T SICK. WE

WERE ATTACKED, p N
POINTY ON THE
END? LIKE A--A

l STINGER?
| His TONGUE g‘ g

WAS VERY
LoNe?

QUITE A LOT,
ACTUALLY...
.
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I
PARTICULARLY
LOVE THE LITTLE
PANCAKES . JUST
WONDERFUL. I REMEMBER
MY OWN MOTHER MADE
THESE FOR ME WHEN I WAS
A SMALL BOY. I DID NOT
KNOW I MISSED THEM
50 MUCH EXCEPT
UPON TASTING
YOURS.

/

DELICIOUS A%
ALWAYS, FRAL
SETRAKIAN .

WONDERFLIL
FAMILY, BUBBEH,
HAVE ALL BEEN SO

RACIOUS, GIVING UP
S0 MUCH THESE MANY
MONTHS FOR THE
CONFORT OF A
FAT, OLD
OFFICER.

Z WiLL
MisS You ALl
TERRIBLY.

WILL YOU BE
LEAVING
Us/ COLONEL
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THY
KINGDOM
COME; THY
ILL BE DONE.

FATHER WHO
ART IN HEAVEN,
HALLOWED
BE THY

GIVE Us THIS

DAY OUR DAILY BREAD
AND FORGIVE US OUR
TRESPASSES--
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WELL, WE HAVE A FOSSIBLE
GO FIND FATAL PANDEMIC ON OUR NOW THEY'VE
\_HIM? 4 HANDS, AND YOU'RE ALL LOST REDFERN7

TREATING THIS PLACE LIKE » LINBELIEVABLE.
|T’6 THE TURNSTILE AT —
AN ANUSENMENT 2
\ PARK. 2
(g 7
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ITs
ONLY BEEN
TWO HOLRS.
T'LL START
COFFEE.

DIGESTION
EXCRETIONS.

JIM7 IT'S EPH. DID WE GET RE:
THE RESULTS ON THE SAMPLES

RAW
PLASMA AND
ENZYMES.

EVER WAS
ON THAT PLANE
TOOK A GIANT

SHIT IN THE
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OKAY; JiM; HAVE MARCUS
LISTEN. A
SLRVIVORS
WITH THE
ULTRAVIOLET
LIGHT.

AND
WHAT ABOUT THE
NECK INCISIONS T
ASKED YOU T0--

HE
FUCKING
LET THEM
GO, NORA.

EXCEPT
REDFERN, WHO
VOLUNTEERED

O 5TAY, BUT
THE OTHER
SURVIVORS—-

RFECTLY.

NAWA RE OF
THE RISK. THAT 15
WHY You WERE

WHAT THE

I JUpGED
YOU AS A MAN
il WHO WORKS WELL
INDER

u
PRESSURE....
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...OF
COURSE THIS
15 AN EXTREME
SITUATION,; AND
MY GRATITUDE WILL
BE REFLECTED
IN YOUR NEXT
PAYMENT.

WE HAVE A

YES. I'D LIKE TO

REFORT MY UNCLE BERNIE

AS MISSING. HE'S SUFFERING

DEMENTIA AND... THIS 15 SO

EMBARRASSING ...HAS TAKEN

TO STRAYING OUT STARK
NAK

FIRE REFORTED
AT BODESH ON
AVENLE

POLICE?
I-IM BEING
\CKED

--.BY SPACE

ALIENS, OF

COURSE | cCOME
K

LE
CONTINUE WITH h/
UPDATE, MR. KENT. YOU
SAlp DR. GOODWEATHER
WAS YERY CROSS ABOUT
THE SURVIVORS BEING
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HE'S COMING HERE THAT I SUDDENLY
BECANE INCONWPETENT
AND DECIDED TO IGNORE
T0 TELL HIM7 HIS QUARANTINE
ORDERT

) TELL HIM
DIRECTOR BARNES
OVERROPE
THE ORDER.

PHONE?

I TOOK CAPTAIN REDFERN TO
IMAGING TO RUN THOSE TESTS FOR
DR. GOODWEATHER...

WHEN I CANE
BACK, CAPTAIN
REDFERN WAS
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