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IT 15 A FEELING I'VE LIKED
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MY SKIN, NOT TOO

TIGHT, BUT UNYIELDING.
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AS THEY SAY, WHILE THE CAT IS AWAY.

THOSE MOMENTS WERE
MY OWN PLAYTIME.

IN SECRECY AND SOLITUDE
I LOOKED FOR FREEDOM
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ALONE, I KEPT A SECRET I COULD
NOT SHARE WITH ANYONE. MY
OWN DEVIATION FROM THE NORM.

PEOPLE TOOK IT TOO DAMN SERIOUSLY.|g \
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T WAS TO FULLY SURRENDER TO b

HER. BE BOUND, TEASED, TAKEN. '
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BUT ON THE OTHER HAND, IT WAS
ALLISON...A WOMAN I JUST MET.
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RAVINE VOL. 1

Writers: Stjepan Sejic & Ron Marz
Artist: Stjepan Sejic

|| In a fantastic world far from our own,
an ancient magic spell almost split the
world in two and left an endless ravine,
in the north. One man, Nebezial Asheri,
driven by the deaths of his wife and
. daughters will attempt to reclaim that
\ magic and bring his loved ones back to
life. The forces of an entire city, Paladia,
will rise to oppose him, but his greatest
foes will be a ragtag band of an outcast
wizard, a dragonrider, and their allies.

RAVINE VOL. 2

Writers: Stjepan Sejic & Ron Marz
Artist: Stiepan Sejic

The balance of power in the kingdom
of Palladia is threatened, as schemers
plot to overthrow the rightful kin?. Amid
this turmoil, a sorcerer named Stein
Phais and a dragon rider named Lynn
de Luctes are Wanderers, blessed with
great power and destinies that can
shape the fate of nations. How lon

will it be before they are drawn intg the
conflict?
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DEATH VIGIL

Writer: Stjepan Sejic
Artist: Stjepan Sejic

Gifted? Join the Death Vigil in their ongoing war against the
ever-growing power of the Primordial Enemy! The only catch is
you have to die first. Become a corporeal immortal Death Kntight
and obtain reality-altering weaponry in the never-ending battle
between good and evil.
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APHRODITE IX:
REBIRTH VOL. 1

Writer: Matt Hawkins
Artist: Stjepan Sejic

Hundreds of years after a cataclysmic
event scorched the surface, Earth and
its inhabitants have been forever altered
and a new landscape and political

3 struggle has taken hold between two
- distinct factions ﬁ%hting for control.

Aphrodite IX is both anachronism and
advanced technology in a world that she
no longer recognizes. To survive in this
future, she must choose sides in a war
that she wants no part in.

APHRODITE IX:
REBIRTH VOL. 2

Writer: Matt Hawkins
Artist: Stjepan Sejic

Determined to never be controlled
by outside forces again, Aphrodite

. IX seeks revenge against those who
. manipulated her. Plus the secrets behind

the generational models revealed by
Aphrodite XV and Artemis IX.
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READ MORE TOP COW

IX" GENERATION

Writer: Matt Hawkins
Artist: Stjepan Sejic

In the future there is no more natural death, no needs unfilled and
everything you could ever want is yours...as long as you’re one
of the chosen ones to live in this new Utopia and you’re willing

to subjugate yourself to these new self-proclaimed gods with

IX’s emblazoned on them. Do the ends truly justify the means? Is
a utopia built on genocide worth the price? Aphrodite, Velocity,
Hades and the other Nines establish fiefdoms in this new world

and attempt to rule. Their internal clashes have escalated, but they

are forced to put that aside as they face off against the relentless
hordes of the Darkness. The sins of the past have come to claim
those who would pretend to be Gods. The cybernetic future
established in Aphrodite IX and Cyber Force finally comes face to
face with the supernatural Artifact side of the Top Cow universe!
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READ MORE TOP COW

THINK TANK

Writer: Matt Hawkins
Artist: Rahsan Ekedal
Cover: Rahsan Ekedal & Brian Reber

Dr. David Loren is many things: child prodig , inventor, genius,
slacker... mass murderer. When a military think tank’s smartest
scientist decides he can no /onger stomach creating weapons of
destruction, will he be able to think his way out of his dilemma or
find himself subject to the machinations of smaller men?

Collecting the original series in its entirety, this trade paperback
also is jam packed with a complete cover gallery, bonus articles,
behind-the-scenes sketches, and more!
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WILDFIRE

Writer: Matt Hawkins
Artist: Linda Sejic

Is genetically modified food an end to world hunger or a first
class ticket to the apocalypse? Dan Miller is a plant biologist
working with a small team perfecting an accelerated plant
growth process. When things go wrong, Los Angeles pays
the price in a disaster story unlike any before.
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The Top Cow essentials checklist:

Aphrodite IX: Time Out of Mind
(ISBN: 978-1-58240-372-4)

Art of Top Cow Softcover
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-099-4)

Broken Trinity Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-051-2)

The Darkness: Origins Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-097-0)

The Darkness: Accursed Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-58240-958-0)

The Darkness: Rebirth Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-958-0)

Artifacts Origins: First Born
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-585-2)

Freshmen Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-58240-593-3)

Impaler Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-58240-757-9)

Rising Stars Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-58240-172-0)

Wanted
(ISBN: 978-1-58240-497-4)

Witchblade: Origins Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-58240-901-6)

Witchblade: Redemption Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-193-9)

Witchblade: Rebirth Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-532-6)

Formoreinfo, ISBN and ordering information on our latest collections go to:
ww.lopcow.com
Ask your retuller about our {l of our coll; d edi
digests and hard covers or check the listings at:

Barnes and Noble, Amazon.com
and other fine retailers.

To find your nearest comic shop go to:
www.comicshoplocator.com
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Some corFee?

000K
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DROP DEAD!
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I HAD ME
SOME €00D

YOU ON THE OTHER
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NO, LISA,
TS NOT Like
THAT.

UM..THING 1S,

M ACTUALLY THE
UY WHO IS MAKING
MOST OF HER GEAR.

THAT'S BESIDES
THE POINT...THI
PERSONAL.

FIRST OF ALL,

THIS ROOM I LITTERED

DEAR WATSON.
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SLET ME

THIS THING.
oNE rwxs N COLLECE, ALY

CRAP...

EVEN ANGRY, T

CAN'T STOP MYSELF
CARING ABOUT
HER...

NOT COUNTING
£ Lo \rsu ZoVeE-LKE §

AND THE WHOLE

WELL...LISA JUST

SOT EMBARRASSED IN

FRONT OF A CONPLETE
STRAN

50, NOW THAT WE
ALL SOT THE PROVERBIAL

EQONG o, Loas
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IT WAS A WEIRD PREDICAMENT I FOUND

WS A
SITEATION THAT WOULD SCARE WE. 17 1T
TRUTH.

WASN'T FOR ONE SIMPLE

T KNOW I SAD THIS BEFORE...
SoEUT SZENS TiESE TWO
R DEN A - -
COMMISSIONED TO MAKE...

IT WAS LIKE WATCHING
ENTHUSIASTS HAVING A

HEARTFELT CONVERSATION

ABOUT A COMMON HOBBY.

LIKE GOURMAND CHEFS
DISCUSSING CONTENTS
SPICE RACK:

G aeea o v g
WouD Ny ca
PAIN, TRUST ME ON
THIS ONE.

Y DECIDE TO

20 WiTh 7 58 7 ¢
WELL, I GUESS THEY LiKE
IT REAAALLY SPICY.

IT WAS FUNNY ACTUALLY, THIS WAS M FIRT
EVER SEX TALK WITH FRIENDS...AND BOY DI
ESE TWC e AND HER IDEA
ms BEEN MAKING PERSONALIZED GEAR FOR Jlif  WAS TO HAVE A
Luss, PerrorwNcES, o ovipuaLs i CORSET THAT WoLLD
L OR VeaRs, A 08 LkE Tam E HELD N PLA
152 SOME FUN STORIES LIKED 10 T 57 HER PERCING.,
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HOW THE HELL DID WE END UP HERE?

I CERTAINLY HAD NO INTENTIONS OF MAKING THIS COMIC. THERE WAS, IN FACT, NO COMIC TO BE
MADE. SUNSTONE WAS THE END RESULT OF THE DEEPEST ART-BLOCK AND BURN-OUT I HAVE EVER
EXPERIENCED IN MY LIFE.

IT WAS THREE YEARS AGO. I HAD JUST FINISHED MY LAST ISSUE OF WITCHBLADE, A COMIC THAT T
[oNED A HATED A T PONT

COMCE ITERLE HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH IT. TRUTH WS, ARTIETICALLY SPRAKING, T HH’ A WALL (A,
RE WAS NO WAY PAST IT. IN MY EYES, I WASN'T A STORYTELLER ANYMORE. I WAS
CONE THROUEH THE MOTIONS,

AND T WAS BURNT OUT.
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VA

SOMETHING HAD TO CHANGE. I HAD TO FIND THE SPARK, WHICH BY THAT TIME, I HAD OBVIOUSLY

LOST. 1 STARTED REMINISCING ABOUT THOSE GREAT BURSTS OF INSPIRATION AND DRIVE I
EXPERIENCED IN MY PAST.
[ DAty s b ol e Oe i o R eINeH N ORI (Com: T e T
FORE 1 HIRED BY TOP COW. I WAS IN MY EARLY TWENTIES, AND MY DREAM WAS T
BECOME A COMIC ARTIST, CHACES OF THIE LINNG N CROATIA WEkE SUM TO jone, Br %
WORK WAS NOTICED, AND I GOT ASKED TO DO A FETISHISTIC EROTIC COMI
. NOT ALL THAT UNUSUAL IN EUROPE.
i 1 WAS ECSTATIC. FOR THE FIRST TIME I WOULD BE ABLE TO HELP MY FAMILY BY DOING
SOMETHING I LOVE. I REMEMBER DRAWING UP A STORM. I DREW OVER 30 SAMPLE PAGES, AND
THEN CRAZILY ENOUGH, TOP COW'S OFFER CAME |

I HAD TO MAKE A CHOICE. AND IT WAS A CHOICE I NEVER REGRETTED.
BUT I REMEMBERED SOMETHING ABOUT THOSE LONG LOST SAMPLE PAGES...THEY WERE
EXPRESSIVE.
THERS WAS SO MUCH B ENEE/S‘/ TO THEM...ENERGY THAT GOT LOST IN MY WORK OVER TIME AS A
T OF TRYING TO EMULATE OTHER PEOPLE'S W
I SHRUGGED...SAID, "FUCK IT!” TURNED TO LINDA, AND TOLD HER ABOUT MY IDEA...
LD MAKE AN ALTERNATE ACCOUNT ON DEVIANTART AND JUST USE T TO POST SOME
FETiny PN UPS, SIMPLE JOKES, CRAP LIKE THAT. NOTHING SERIOUS. JUST, T DON'T KNOW, A
BREAK FROM THE WHOLE REALISM THING.
THE IDEA WAS A SIMPLE ONE. I WOULD MAKE THIS ACCOUNT AND SEE IT GROW ON ITS OWN.
WASN'T GOING TO CROSS L e e BT AT ST TS H
W CHARACTER IN A MMO.
OF COURSE, IF I WAS TO CONTINUE AND USE A MMO AS A METAPHOR FOR MY NEW ACCOUNT, THEN
I ALSO CHOSE THE MOST OF, UNBALANCED CLASS THAT HELPED IT LEVEL AT AN INSANE

IN THIS CASE, FETISHISTIC EROTIC IMAGERY.

7\

[THE REAL PROBLEM WAS FINDING A NAME FOR THE ACCOUNT. WE SPENT ABOUT FOUR HOURS JUST
THINKING UP NAMES, ONLY TO DISCOVER THAT EVERY LAST ONE OF THEM WAS TAKEN. BETWEEN
LINDA AND ME, WE MUST HAVE TRIED OVER A HUNDRED OPTION
IN THE END, WE WENT: LATEX IS SHINY...FUCK IT! IT'S SHINIEZ!

ND THEN...IT HAPPENED. A SINGLE PICTURE RESULTED IN A DECISION THAT GOT US HERE.
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THE PROCESS OF SUNSTONE ACTUALLY BECOMING SUNSTONE
WAS A STRANGE ONE. AT FIRST, THE ONLY PURPOSE TO THESE
CARACTERS WG T BEKNDLE AN EXTINGUGHED CRENTNE
FLAME, AND IT WORKED. BUT THEN...THEY STARTED TALKING.
MORE AND MORE. THEY HAD NAMES, THEY HAD THEIR OW!
THING GOING.

WAS AT FIRST A SILLY S8 F STRIPS ABOUT THI
DOMINATRIX o {7 Two, SUmmiaee, THE coNc:Pr was
IMPLE. THE JOKES WERE SIMPLE

AND I THOUGHT...OKAY, THIS IS COOL, SIMPLE FETISHISTIC
HUMOROUS FUN...

1 GUESS THE MOMENT THINGS STARTED SHIFTING WAS WHEN T
STARTED DOING A HOLIDAY-THEMED SERIES OF PICTURES AND
STRIPS. THIS WAS WHEN I DREW ALLY'S SILLY, DRUNKE!
CCONFESSION OF LOVE FOR

IT 1S COMPLETELY OUT OF CONTINUITY NOW, BUT THIS WAS THE |
SCENE THAT MADE ME ASK THE QUESTION...HOW DID THEY EVEN
MEET?

THIG WAS THE BEGINNING OF THE CHAOTIC CLUSTER-FUCK
VAS, FOR A WHILE, DRIVING MANY OF MY FANS NUTS.
SORRY Y'ALLD

1 WAS DOING TONS OF UNCONNECTED, RANDOMLY TIME-
IS WERE TRYING TO MAKE S F
cowwum, orren Essuurwe Cl LoNs fissrher
STRIPS'

THIS WAS UNPLANNED. I HAD NO STORY IN MIND. IN FACT, THE

RANDOM NATURE OF OUT OF ORDER STRIPS WAS ALMOST LIKE

MISTS CLEARING AND A STORY TAKING SHAPE. ONCE I SAW

WHAT THIS NEEDED TO BE, L SWITCHED TO POSTING PAGES IN
ORD:

THIS WAS WHEN SUNSTONE TRULY BEGAN.
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WELL, N LACK
o Az
R DUNEASS. J

[ |
855 )

bw

st T R,wz
‘WenT BaNG,

NGB T STARTED WRITING THE ACTUAL STORY, 1T BECAME

UBMISSIVES. IT Ji
sz A G\MPLE, ﬁmous LOOK AT THE

THEIR SITUAT

TG, WOMEN, TWO ONLINE FRENDS, WHD NET

S50 PURPOSR T SCRKTCHAG A i PR ic Terin

AND THER, THE UNPLANNED ELEMENT OF ROMANCE
MESSED U R PLAS. 17 Was A STORY ABOUT THEM
DEALNG W wrm msvz stwous, TRYING AT FIRET TO DENY

IT B ABOUT

CTHEN STRUSGLNG T FIND A WA To AT 17

WAS A VERY INTREAGUING WRITING PROCESS, AS THE
Conpas N THEIR STORY WAS INTERESTING, HUMAN,
LOADED WITH IRONY.

THAT IS THE AMAZING THING ABOUT WRITING ROMANCE
YOU ST REALIENG ST HOW MUch LOSKE 1 EHUCKED
OUT THE WINDOW.

WHEN WS ARS SECRETLY IN LOVE, WE MAKE M
KE STUPID DECIS|
NS.
THE TIME...THEY LI
0 Us...

AND THOSE REASONS, THOSE PERSISTENT SELF
DELUBIONS FIaZ OFt EVERYONE ARDOND US WHO Can S22
THE OBVIOUS.

O YEAH..ALLY, LISA, ALAN, AND ANNE...THEY ALL CHANGED
ROM THEIR INITIAL CONCEPTION.

£ MORS OF THBIR PASTS, THEIR MOTIATIONS,
 RreReeTs W . EVER)

OF SIGSAN PUZZLa, T iy AND WHEN ALLY
SPORTING HER DOMINATRIX LOOK HAIRDO.

ROM My OWN EXPERIENCE, THE FLNNY THNG ABOLT
WAITING 15 HOW THE CHARCTERS RARSLY REVAN, WHAT
O KT ALy THOUGHT THey WL BE.

AT FIRST, RAVINE INCLUDED TIME TRAVEL.

DEATH VISIL USED TO BE ABOUT THIS SR, GRITTY,
RUMPY DUDE NAMED SAM.

AND SUNSTONE, BEFORE IT WAS EVER SUNSTONE, WAS A
BUNCH OF FETISHISTIC PICTURES AND STRIPS ABOUT ALLY,
LISA, ALAN, AND ANNE...

I HONESTLY NEVER WANTED TO MAKE A STORY. I HAD MY
PLATE FULL WITH RAVAIE AT THE TIME, AND BEING JADED
AND CYNICAL IN THOSE DAYS, T THOUGHT THERE WERE NO

MORE STORIES LEFT IN ME TO TELL.
RINETOM CHANGHD THET THE COMC CHARGRD M, 1T

e O
WRITNG, A THAT REFLECTED N AL OF My OTHER
WORKS.

WITH THIS CHANGE IN ATTITUDE, SUNSTONE WENT FROM
BEING A BUNCH OF PICTURES PERTAINING TO THIS FETISH,
STORY ABOUT THESE SPECIFIC FETISHISTS.

TRUTH IS, THERE ARE GOOD SIDES AND BAD SIDES TO
BDSM, AND WHAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE IS THE HUMAN
ELEMENT. JUST LIKE ANY OTHER ACTIVITY PEOPLE DO FOR
FUN.

AND THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT INTERESTS ME.

T SUCEE Rl D THE WeTAKES. HoW ONES FeTEH

RELATES TO THEIR EVERYORY LIFE: THE PRIDE AND FEAR
OF IT ALL. THE JOYS AND T

IN SHORT THE HUMANITY OF THESE CHARACTERS.
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IDEAS. SHE WAS THE ONE WHO I WOULD ASK
OTHERWIGE ONLY AT Bear QUESS

AND THEN...AFTER TWO TRAGIC DEATHS ON HER SIDE OF THE FAMILY..SHE TOO FOUND HER
CREATIVE FIRE IGNITED BY STARTING OFF HER OWN WEBCOMIC, BLOODSTAIN.

AND YES, SUNSTONE AND BLOODETAIN AZE COMPLETELY IN CONTINUITY; HOWEVER, SUNSTONE TAKES
PLACE ROUGHLY SIX MONTHS BEFORE. FOR THIS REASON, ELLY AND VLAD ARE ALREADY DEPIC
s R.

o SoNe B aeR >
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THIS SERVED BOTH AS A DESIGN SHEET

MO ES OF BOTH LINDA'S AND MY
OWN CHARACTERS IN THEIR MMO, AND A5 A BIT OF A
LAYERED JOKE ON SOME MMO TROPES.
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