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BETTER THAN THIS

Human beings are not getting the job done. We just aren’t, and it
makes me angry. Angry all the time, Tike the guy in that movie. But
from that constant hum of disappointment, frustration, and anxiety
emerged the book you Jjust read. Hopefully, enjoyed, even a tiny
fraction of the amount we enjoyed making it for you.

Developing HORIZON with Skybound has already been the best experience
I've ever had in comics. The premise of the book, “Earth invades
another planet” has been resting in my head for almost 10 years, but
the scope and perspective of the series began changing the moment it
was pitched to Editorial Director Sean Mackiewicz. I was continually
challenged to expand every relationship, leverage every emotion,
follow every bullet fired, and from those discussions and revisions
came a more comprehensive understanding of what this all is.

What it could be, if I’m willing to embrace everything unpleasant
and reductive and appalling about the current state of the world.
Then allow these characters to grind it into the pavement.

Zhia Malen has come here because all she's encountered yet
are humanity’s worst possible aspects, and naturally, they
scare the shit out of her. What we have done to ourselves
and our planet seems monstrous, and she's not wrong. In her
eyes, we’'re all just drowning each other in hate, fear,
loneliness, and turmoil. And at the core of everything,

so steeped in blind arrogance, and the assumption that
there’s always another chance around the bend.

The people of Valius will just have to understand our
desperation, our need to survive, and if they don’t,
well, then we can always just make them.

We’re only just getting started, so thank you for
beginning this epic journey with us, and thank
you to my incredible collaborators Juan Gedeon,
Frank Martin, Rus Wooton, Jason Howard,

Sean Mackiewicz, and Arielle Basich!

See you all next month when
we meet the remainder of
Malen’s team, and the
conspiracy widens..

BRANDON

THOMAS
CREATOR/WRITER

MAY 2016

PLEDGE YOUR AID TO THE VALIAN INSURGENTS
BY SENDING LETTERS TO:

HORIZON@SKYBOUND.COM
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