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YAH, I KNOW.
HAPPENS WHENEVER
1 HEAL SOMEONE. POPS
CALLED 'EM THE
BLUEBIRDS OF HEALING.
MY BEARD IS THEIR
MAGICAL HOME.
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THIS.
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DOIN’, DEE
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AFTER
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YOU AREN'T
LIKE THIS! WE
AREN'T LIKE THIS!
YOU PUT THAT
SWORD DOWN,
MISTER!

NO. WAIT!
SAWYER SAID
HE'D HANDLE

IT. HE SAID

SHE'D BE

PUNISHED!

£ LOOK AT YV 1eLL me
THROWN IN \ \ HER, BETTY!  you DON‘T
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VIOLET'S D 3 y . HER! TOO!
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- W-WHAT'S...
WITH ALL THE
SHOUTING?

You ‘
PULLED 4
THROUGH!

NOTHING
LIKE A BRUSH...
WITH DEATH TO...

MAKE YOU
REALIZE WHAT YOU
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FIRST, I WANT
YOU... TO DROP
THE THING WITH...
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SAYS IT'S HANDLED,
THEN... WE TRUST
AND RESPECT

HER.  geconp, we
ARE HOSTING... A
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SEX WITH ORC DAVE.
THEY CAN HAPPEN IN
ANY ORDER OR ALL
AT ONCE.

ANY
OBJECTIONS?
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HANNAH...
IT’S OVER.

COME ON.
IT’S GONNA
BE OKAY.

YOU'RE
SEXY WHEN
YOU'RE
KILLING SHIT,

PAVE. I THINK
You TAKE THE
SEXY KILLING
CAKE, BRAGA.

DAMN.

SHE HAD IT
COMING. NO
ONE CALLS MY
FRIENDS CUNTS
BUT ME.
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CONCENTRATE
ON THE TROLL!
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PITY. WE
JUST LOANED
YOU THE MONEY
TO FIX THE
PLACE UP. YEAH, HEH,
WELL. LOOKS
LIKE PALISADE
REFUSES
TO LET ME HAVE
A SUCCESSFUL
BUSINESS.

I THOUGHT I MADE
IT CLEAR THAT THIS 1 DID!
ASSASSINATION SILLINESS THIS RAS 1.1
DIDN'T COME BACK TO ME. NOTHING TO DON'T KNOW.
I LOANED YOU THE ( DO WITH YOU, o PLEASE, JUST
GOLD IN GOOD FAITH GERRIG! LET ME--
THAT YOU WOULD 5 4 S
MAKE THIS MATTER

YOUR OWN. WHY, THEN,
WERE THE RAT
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AROUND MY OFFICE?
AND WHY WAS IT
BROKEN INTO
AND MY PAPERS

TOO LATE.
I'M CALLING
IN YOUR
DEBT.
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I'M GOING
ON THE RECORD.
THIS WAS THE
WORST BATTLE
PLAN EVER,
BRAGA.

NICE ONE,
VIOLET. NOW
WE'RE ALL
GONNA DIE

RAZE THE
TOWN, MY
SHITCAKES!

HAHA
HAHAHAHA!
LOOK... CAN'T
YOU SEE
‘EM?
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SOMEBODY
CALL THE
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FUCK UP,
GARY.

READY TO DIE BY YOUR

HONOURABLY, (a2
DAVES? s

Next Issue:
Shut the fuck up, Gary!
+5 on attack rolls against
dudes named Gary.
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SWARMED!

N'RYGOTH'S
BALLSACK!
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NOPE. MR.
SILVER WILL
NOT BE
SWAYED.

I'VE BEEN
SITTING ON
THAT ONE FOR
A WEEK. IT'S
TERRIBLE
ISN'T IT?

S0 TRUE.

HAVE I
MENTIONED WE CAN
HOW MUCH SIT AROUND AND MY
T HATE AND BITCH OR SWORD 5
GOBLINS? WE CAN MAKE  HUNGRY FOR
SOME MONSTERS A BLOOD.
BLEED.

HOW IS IT THAT GUESS WE
HINDMAN CAVE IS DIDN'T GET ‘EM
ALREADY INFESTED ALL. YOU KNOw
BY GOBLINS AGAIN? [ GOBLINS, THEY BREED
WE JUST CLEANED LIKE SMIDGENS.
THAT PLACE OUT NO OFFENSE,
LAST MONTH. BETTY.

-

WELL,

WE LIKE PUSHING ON THAT
THINGS OUT OF DELIGHTFUL
OUR BODIES AS NOTE--
MUCH AS WE LIKE
PUTTING THINGS

IN ‘EM!
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RAT QUEENS.
CLEARING THE
GOBLINS OuT
OF HINDMAN
CAVE.

THE PEACHES.
SACKING THE
BANDIT CAMP ALL THAT

OFF SHORE
LOVELY BANDIT
ROAD. GOLD. LIKE
THEM PEACHES,
HANNAHZ

FOUR DAVES.
DEAL WITH THE
RESTLESS DEAD
AT THE PALISADE
CEMETERY.

BROTHER
PONIES. SLAY
THE ONE ARMED
OGRE AT MULCH
HILL.

THE OBSIDIAN
DARKNESS. CLEAN
THE SHITTERS AT
THE WINDING PASS

BARRACKS.

DAVE, YOU
UH, éOT
SOME BLUEBIRD
IN YOUR--

OOOOO0H,
GOBBOS!
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COME ON,
SAWYER. IT'S A DAY
HIKE UP THAT MOUNTAIN.
I'M NOT A HIKER. I HATE
HIKES. AND YOU DAMN
WELL KNOW GOBLINS
NEVER HAVE LOOT.

I CAN'T VOUCH FOR
YOU ANYMORE, HANNAH!
I'VE GONE TO BAT FOR

YOU AND THE QUEENS
TOO MANY TIMES AND
NOW MAYOR KANE
WANTS YOU GONE!

HEY, HANNAH,
HAVE FUN IN THE
CAVES. WE'LL BE

ROLLING IN BANDIT
LOOT WHILE YOU
SCRAPE GOBLIN

SHIT OFF YOUR
BOOTS.

THEN KEEP
THE FIGHTING
OUTSIDE PALISADE.
LIKE I'VE ASKED
YOU A DOZEN
TIMES.

HE'S AN
IDIOT. WE KEEP
THE OUTSKIRTS
OF THIS TOWN

SAFE.

YOU KNOw,
THAT USED TO
BE TRUE. NOW
YOU'RE MORE

DANGEROUS THAN
THE MONSTERS.

TIZZIE,
COUNT THE
NUMBER OF

FUCKS I GIVE

ON MY

FINGERS.

OH, T
MANAGED
TO CONJURE
ONE JUsT
FOR YOU.
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I'M ANNOYED.
THE LAST TIME WE
ALL STOOD HERE, YOU
PROMISED YOU'D BE

GOOD. THAT YOU'D TAKE

YOUR PARTIES INTO
THE WOODS, AWAY
FROM PEOPLE.

IF YOU FAIL
IN YOUR TASK, YOU
ARE HEREBY BANNED
FROM PALISADE
FOREVER. AND I GET
TO PUNCH EACH AND
EVERY ONE OF YOU
IN THE FACE ON THE
WAY OUT.

AND, BEFORE
YOU ASK, NO,
YOU DON'T GET
TO CHOOSE.

THAT 'LAST TIME’ WAS
LAST NIGHT. SO, ACTUALLY,
I'M NOT ANNOYED. I'M
REALLY HOTTER THAN A
DRAGON GETTING HIS
DICK TICKLED.

ANY
QUESTIONS?

SO, THIS IS
HOW IT'S GONNA GO
DOWN. MAYOR KANE 1S
OFFERING DUNGEON
RELEASE IF YOU TAKE
ONE OF THESE HERE
QUESTS.

SO, WHEN YOU SAID
HOTTER THAN A DRAGON
GETTING HIS DICK TICKLED...
DID YOU MEAN, LIKE... I MEAN, I'D
YOU'RE REALLY HORNY, GET IT IF DRAGONS
OR... DON'T LIKE GETTING
THEIR DICK TICKLED
BUT I BET THEY--

ASSIGNMENTS
ARE AS
FoLLows/
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...AND WHAT ;
WE FACE NOW |5,
ALARMINGLY, ONE

OF PALISADE'S
GREATEST

THREATS!
s PEACE! QUIET!
COMMERCE/

THESE ARE THE QUALITIES
PALISADE WAS ONCE KNOWN
FOR. NOW... WELL NOW,
WE'RE A JOKE! FURTHER,
OUR STREETS ARE
DANGEROUS!

WE, AS A UNIFIED

COMMUNITY, MUST

BAND TOGETHER
AND ELIMINATE

THIS...
CONCERN.

) NO! NO/ NOT ANOTHER WORD
i ABOUT YOUR RIDICULOUS BEARD
pgé%ﬁ';}" A':.r— f;é;"-,'f,' 'L%"ZM COMPETITION! MY STOREFRONT
IF WE CAN FINALLY WAS DEMOLISHED LAST WEEK
DISCUSS THE BEARD ; BECAUSE OF THESE
CHAMPIONSHIPS I'VE f
BEEN REQUESTING i ‘

THE TOWN
GUARD SITS
AROUND
AND DOES

WE WILL
SOLVE THIS ISSUE,
CITIZENS. WE MUST

ELIMINATE THE
CORE PROBLEM

WHAT DO YOU
EXPECT WHEN A
BUNCH OF YOUNG
PEOPLE GET RICH
QUICK AND THERE'S
NOTHING TO DO
BUT DRINK?

1,

I THINK
YOU ALL
KNOW WHO I'M
REFERRING--
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WHO ARE THE RAT QUEENS?

They’re a pack of booze guzzling, death dealing battle maidens-for-hire and they’re in
the business of killing all the gods’ creatures for profit. Meet Hannah the Rockabilly
Elven Mage, Violet the Hipster Dwarven Fighter, Dee the Atheist Human Cleric and
Betty the Hippy Smidgen Thief.

This modern spin on an old school genre is a violent, monster killing epic that is like
Buffy meets Tank Girl in a Lord of the Rings world on crack!

WHAT THEY'RE SAYING ABOUT RAT QUEENS

"It's the portrayal of realistic-looking female characters. Different body types that
women see when they look in the mirror, not in Photoshopped ads from fashion
magazines. It's clothes that look like they're made from actual cloth rather than
form-fitting bodysuits.

The comic book industry is expanding. Monthly titles, graphic novels, digital comics --
sales are on the rise across the board, and the needle is moving. And it's in no small part
due to us fangirls. It seems like Image was the first to recognize this trend, and are
capitalizing on it by allowing more chicks into the mix; both on the creative side of
things, and as the main characters of their stories."

Comics For Girls: Spandex Not Required

"These women know how to party. They swear, experiment with drugs, talk openly
about their sexual misadventures...oh, and they beat the living crap out of everyone in
sight. Think Sex & the City meets Lord of the Rings. Yes, it's that weird. And yes, it's
that awesome." Man Cave Daily

"l mean, not only is the art gorgeous, but never have I ever seen such an incredible cast
of women where I wanted to be /hang out with/make out with all of them in their own
way. Each of these characters comes out of the gate as fully formed characters, each
with a distinct personality dripping with backstory." The Mary Sue

"Rat Queens is funny, irreverent and bloody. It goes in heavy on wit, and doubly so on
charm; the perfect sword and sorcery book for the WoW generation. Do yourself a favor
and add these maidens to your weekly pull list." Capeless Crusader

"Rat Queens already feels like it’s been around forever, even though we’ve just met
them. If you haven’t fallen in love with the Rat Queens yet, just pick the book up and
start reading. You will. " Unleash the Fanboy

"This is a series that’s going to shoot to the top of people’s favourite lists. There’s been
plenty of quality new series launched this year but even among them Rat Queens stands
out." Panels and Pixels

"This is a great series that has a clear direction of where it's going, a strong sense of who
its characters are, and the understanding that comics can be funny without having to set
aside three-dimensional characters along the way." Newsarama

“BEST NEW SERIES 2013” IGN
COLLECTS ISSUES 1-5 WITH EXTRAS AT A LOW INTRODUCTORY PRICE!

ATE MATURE
FANTASY COMEDY
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THIS is diversity! Graphic Novels For the Discriminating Reader

ADISTANT SOIL

Colleen Doran’s legendary
magnum opus completely
remastered and re-edited
with beautiful new die-cut
covers. Five volumes.

COWBOY NINJA VIKING

Now in a Deluxe Oversize
hardcover edition! Duncan
has three distinct
personalities...of course he’s
a government agent.

In a school for assassins, Tyler
has the greatest of them all
going for him...his mind!
Jimmie Robinson’s latest epic
makes the grade.

DELUXE EDITION
VOLUME ONE

BOMB QUEEN DELUXE
Jimmie Robinson’s adults
only satire of politics, sex and
social morays. Not for the
easily offended! Four Over-
size hardcover volumes.

DEAR DRACULA
All Sam wants this Halloween
is to become a real vampire!
So he writes a letter to his
hero, Count Dracula...who
pays him a visit!

FRACTURED FABLES

Award winning cartoonists
put a wicked but hilarious
spin on well worn Fairy tales
in  this  not-to-be-missed
anthology.

Comeback is more than a
company--we will bring your
loved ones back moments
before their untimely
deaths...for a price.

Maya must find a source of
pure water to save the world
before the garbage monsters
bring it all to an end.

THE COMPLETE

The legendary classic parody
series collected in one
gigantic volume for the first
time!

DIABHIUERTSS

Nine acclaimed writers and
one amazing artist, Riley
Rossmo, tell tales from the
Mexican Day of the Dead.

A riveting tale of loss and
horror that blends mystery
and otherworldly eccentricity
in two unforgettable,
critically acclaimed volumes.

HARVEST

Al LIEBERMAN

COLIN LORIMER!

HARVEST
Welcome to Dr. Benjamin
Dane’s nightmare. His only
way out is to bring down the
man who set him up
harvesting organs.
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HEATHENTOWN

CORINNA SARK BEQHKD!
‘GABRIEL HARDMAN

HEATHENTOWN
In the swamps, death may
only be a horrible beginning.
Anna awakens an ancient
evil...bent on her destruction!

What starts off a meek chick-
en stuffed with melancholia,
turns steamed, broiling along
until it mutates into a body of
pure destructive anger.

TERM LIFE
If Nick Barrow can stay alive
for just 21 days, the time it
takes for his insurance policy
to mature, he’ll die happy and
his daughter will benefit.

HI\ﬂsﬂ)\t‘l\'« D\l\ﬂ.\tw“m \ \\ :
) \ N 7

|

/7
INFINITE VACATION DELUXE

It is a world in which buying
and trading your way through

unlimited ~ variations  of
yourself is as commonplace
as checking your e-mail.

Pau] Fricke

NIGHT OF THE BEDBUGS

Can’t imagine anything cute
about bedbugs?  Neither
could we until we read Paul
Fricke’s charming story for all
ages!

By Derok McCulloch & Jimmie Robinson

T.RUNT
All-ages hardcover about the
littlest Tyrannosaur who only
wants to be BIG. A charming
tale to delight children and
adults alike.

R RIE ANTHOLOG

S

Ted McKeever’s
MINIATYRE
JESUS

MASKS & MOBSTERS

Ever wonder how the
emergence of super-heroes in
the late ‘30s affected the
mob? You’re about to find out
in this original hardcover!

MINIATURE JESUS
A small town Pastor thinks
that the eight-inch Jesus that
descended from a cross on
the church's wall is the work
of the devil!

PETER PANZERFAUST DELUXE

This deluxe oversize
hardcover edition collects the
first two sold out, critically
acclaimed story arcs...and
much more!

VIGNETTES

"THE AUTO-BIO COMIX

JIM VALENTINO

VOLUME ONE: SASS and SORCERY -

RAT QUEENS: SASS & SORCERY

The Rat Queens are
booze-guzzling, battle

maidens that are in the
business of killing for profit!
Now in their first trade!

VIGNETTES
True tales of an artist who has
lived life at 100 MPH and lived
to tell the tale...with a grin.
Auto-biography that takes no
prisoners.

XENOHOLICS
Members of a support group
that claim to be victims of
alien abductions. They were
probed, prodded and
poked...and they liked it!
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Books by Kurtis J. Wiebe you're bound to enjoy...

With Riley Rossmo

GREEN WAKE
VOLUME ONE
ISBN: 978-1-60706-432-9
VOLUME TWO:
LOST CHILDREN
ISBN: 978-1-60706-525-8

A riveting tale of loss and horror
in the mysteriously forgotten
town of Green Wake.

DEBRIS
ISBN: 978-1-60706-720-7

After an attack leaves their
people without water, Maya,
the last Protector, sets out on a
journey for pure water, to save
the world before the monsters
bring it all to an end.

With Tyler Jenkins

PETER PANZERFAUST
VOLUME ONE:

THE GREAT ESCAPE
ISBN: 978-1-60706-582-1
VOLUME TWO:
HOOKED
ISBN: 978-1-60706-728-3
DELUKE EDITION
ISBN: 978-1-60706-968-3

The smash critically acclaimed
sell-out series takes J.M. Barrie’s
familiar characters and places
them in WWII!

“Might be the most interesting
take on Peter Pan since the char-
acters’ creation.”
BRIAN K. VAUGHN

With Aluiso C. Santos

GRIM LEAPER:
A LOVE STORY TO DIE FOR
ISBN: 978-1-60706-629-3

Luo and Ella, two star crossed
lovers...who can’t stop dying!

roR MoRe INFormaTIN aBouT AL Sacclowr{ne’__5ooKs AND WEB-CONICS, PLEASE VISITUS AT:
www.ShadowlineOnline.com
Follow SHADOWLINECOMICS on . || FACEBOOK and Q TWITTER
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I'5OJ$$T 1 e Wy I WOULD
UNDERSTAND. IT'S NOT L 44 N%/EYROHE
WHAT DID WE YOU. IT'...

DO WRONG? THIS! ALL THIS!
HOW CAN I KNOW
WHAT'S TRUE WHEN
IT’S THE ONLY
THING I'VE EVER
KNOWN?

6IGHE THAT'S 7 I JUST... HAVE
KNOW vou BELiEve | QUESTIONS. AND THE WILL YOU IWANT  \
il iy ANSWERS HAVE NEVER Lo N o Y
BELIEVE T TO BEEN HERE. THEY'VE US WHEN ONE THING
BELIEVE T.1° , ALWAYS BEEN THE SAME. o o oL TN,
- _A 'DOUBT ISN'T WEAKNESS -
IN FAITH, MOTHER, DEE...
TS WISDOM IN
SPITE OF IT.

“NO MATTER HOW FAR YOU RUN,
N'RYGOTH'S LOVE WILL FIND YOU.”

AND EVEN
IF YOU REFUSE
TO BELIEVE IN
HIM, KNOW THAT
HE BELIEVES
IN YOU--






OPS/images/0007.jpeg
oy
Ry 4 3
I
\\ - =
’\'k w a -/Jé/”,(?;ﬂ(c)zﬂ '

‘\4 o~






OPS/images/0128.jpeg
IT'S BEEN
A BRUTAL YEAR,
HASN'T IT? WE'VE
SUFFERED LOSSES.
IMMEASURABLE
LOSSES. FINANCIAL.
PERSONAL.

SOMETIMES

YOU HAVE TO ACCEPT

FAILURE AND SIMPLY

LEARN FROM IT. MOST
WOULD SAY THAT'S THE
MOST LOGICAL COURSE

OF ACTION. HOWEVER,
I HAVEN'T BEEN SAILING

ACROSS THE WORLD

AS A MATTER OF
LoGlIC.

OF AN ANSWER TO THIS

EMPTINESS THAT MY DEAR

I'VE BEEN
TRAVELING IN SEARCH

SUFFERING. TO THIS...
HOLE INSIDE ME. AN

WIFE ONCE FILLED
BEFORE SHE WAS
TAKEN FROM ME.

I'VE FOUND
SOMETHING. IT
IS NOW A MATTER
OF UNDERSTANDING.
YOU'RE GOING TO
HELP ME. I HOPE
YOU FIND SOLACE
IN THAT.

HE TOOK
SOMETHING FROM
ME IN A MATTER
OF SECONDS AND 1
WILL RETURN THE
PAIN OVER THE
COURSE OF HIS
LIFETIME.

PRACTICE,
PRACTICE,
PRACTICE!

EVERYTHING TO
BE PERFECT SO
THAT HE WILL
SUFFER AS I'VE
SUFFERED.

SAWYER
SILVER WILL
REGRET THE

DAY HE
MURDERED

MY WIFE.
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WANTED TO
LET YOU KNOW

ABOUT BERNADETTE.

IT WAS HER BEHIND
EVERYTHING. CHECKED
OUT HER PLACE, FOUND

ALL THE EVIDENCE

WE NEED.

YOU CAN
STAY, YA
DUMB

FINE. GREAT.
WHAT'S THE
PROBLEM?

SHE'S
DISAPPEARED. AND
I DON'T THINK IT
WAS BY CHOICE. SORRY.
YOU AREN'T GOING TO
GET THE RESOLUTION
YOU'RE HOPING FOR.

CAN YOU
PUT THIS AWAY
FOR ONE NIGHT?
C’MON. LET’S DRINK
UNTIL WE PUKE
FUN. LIKE OLD
TIMES.
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MEET thhe QUEENS
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THIS
NIGHT SHALL
BE FOREVER

KNOWN AS THE
NIGHT OF
REGRETS.

NOW, LET'S
SEE WHAT
YOU'RE HIDING,
MR. GERRIG
LAKE.
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CANDY APPLE
MARTINIS, LADIES
AND GENTLEMEN!

BOOZE AND CANDY!
TWO OUT OF THREE
OF MY FAVOURITE
THINGS IN LIFE,
POURED IN A

Y’ALL KNOow
WHAT
I'M TALKIN'

D MIX IN E——
THE THIRD THING,
BUT I'VE YET
TO FIGURE OUT
HOW TO MAKE AN
ORGASM AN

ENJOY! L

NOW,
W TAKE THE
WANTS A Rover

SPECIAL.

DRINK?
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I'VE
HEARD IT'S
THE BEST

DRINK IN
TOWN.

UM, I SHOULD WARN YOU.
THE HOUSE SPECIAL'S
CALLED THE BETTY. AND
ITS... UH... MOSTLY
MUSHROOMS.

BACK ATCHA.
NOW SHOW
ME WHAT
YOU EOT.

HEY
YOURSELF,
LITTLE

I'M REAL
HAPPY TA
SEE YA.

ALRIGHT,
YOU'RE MINE
FOR TONIGHT.
SORRY, NOT

TAKING
NO FOR AN
ANSWER.

DID I SAY
SHOULD... ANYTHING
SHOULD T ABOUT
GET RID OF THE BIRDS?
THE BIRDS? SHUT UP AND
LET'S GO.
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HEY, LOOK
AT YOU
HIDING AWAY
BY YOUR--

PARDON?

THIS IS MY
PARTY. THIS BOOK.
THE BOOK IS
GOOD. IT ASKS
NO QUESTIONS.
THE BOOK LETS ME
ENGAGE IT ON MY
TERMS.

--A LITTLE

TRICK I LEARNED
BACK AT MAGE U.
SORT OF... WELL,
TOTALLY ILLEGAL.
BUT, AREN'T YOU
ST LUCKY
FUCKERS.

ONCE IN
A LIFETIME
EXPERIENCE.

SOCIAL
DEE
STRIKES
AGAIN.
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HOLD ON TO
YOUR TITS,
YOU'RE ABOUT
TO RIDE PURE
\ ARCANE ENERGY

VAPOURS.
\ 2 :
\ oy
4 " %
! Q Y
(\ y
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SHOULD
GROW

MINE BACK.

I'M EVEN
HOTTER

WITH IT.

IT'S A THING
NOW. YOU KNOW,
IT USED TO
MEAN SOMETHING.
NOW, IT'S JUST A
TREND WITH THE
KIDS.

BEARD
SHAVING.

OKAY, DEE.
JUST, BREATHE.
YOU LOVE TO PARTY.
YOU LOVE
STRANGERS. YOU
LOVE MINGLING
AND SMALL
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DARLING, = | VERY
IT LOOKS WILLING.
LIKE YOU'RE
HANDLING THIS
ON YOUR

BUT IF yOU
WANT US TO |
BEAT HIS ASS |t

S | INTO THE GROUND,

WE'RE READY
AND
WILLING.

UNBELIEVABLE.

THIS IS

YOU LEFT
EVERYTHING...
FOR THIS?
FOR THEM?

You
ALRIGHT,
vi?

BARRIE
OH... YOU BLACKFORGE...
KNOw... JusT MY TWIN
NOT THE MOST
REALLY. IMPORTANT

BROTHER.
PERSON IN MY f
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GODS
[ FORBID I TRY

TO FIND ACTUAL
MEANING IN
MY LIFE.

YOU FIND
ME?

YOU HAD
MEANING, VIOLET.
PURPOSE. WHAT
MAKES... THIS
ANY BETTER?

TIME
TO STOP
RUNNING.

YOU'VE BEEN
ON THIS FOOLISH
JOURNEY OF
SELF-DISCOVERY
LONG ENOUGH.
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IT'S BEEN
TWO YEARS
AND YOUR FORM
1S STILL

YEAH, WELL,
THIS ISN'T ONE OF
YOUR PRETENTIOUS
TOURNAMENTS WITH

| NO REAL STAKES. FORM
MEANS SHIT WHEN
YOU'RE KILLING

N MONSTERS.

OH, IS THAT
WHAT YOU'VE
BEEN UP TO?

IT'S ALL VERY
DISAPPOINTING.
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...APOLOGIZE IN PERSON."

OH NO!
OLD LADY
BERNADETTE!
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ND UNCOVER
HIS SECRETS."”
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HOLY SMOKIES, HMMMMMM... I GUESS...
THAT’S A LOT OF US QUEENS ARE KINDA SORTA
GOLD, OLD LADY RESPONSIBLE FOR THAT FIFTY
BERNADETTE! GOLD LOAN. MAYBE I'LL STOP
BY ON MY WAY HOME... DO
THE RIGHT THING...
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IT WASN'T
THE MERCHANT
GUILD THAT
ORDERED THE
KILLINGS.

SO, FIND
ANYTHING
INTERESTING

AT THE
GuILD?

I MEAN,

UH... VL.
DIDJA WANNA
MAYBE TALK

ABOUT WHAT'S
GOIN” ON WITH
YOUR BRO--

W

IT WAS PRETTY
OBVIOUS JUST
FROM TALKIN'

TO THAT POOR

MR. LAKE
RECENTLY RETURNED
FROM AN OCEAN VOYAGE.
THERE WAS SEAWATER
STAINS ON HIS SCROLLS
AND THEY WERE STILL
A BIT WET. PROLLY
ARRIVED JUST THIS

THE JADE
SCULPTURE IS SUPER
DUPER RARE. I... UH, OWNED
ONE A LONG TIME AGO. IT'S A
DENVISH VIRILITY CHARM, PRETTY
SURE OF IT. AND THEY'RE
ONLY FOUND /N DENVAL.
THAT'S A TWO WEEK
JOURNEY BY BOAT.

HE'S STOPPED
WEARING HIS
WEDDING RING
RECENTLY.

MAN.

NO. I'D
RATHER NOT.
FINDING OUT WHO'’S
KILLING PEOPLE
1S MORE
IMPORTANT.

AND, FINALLY...
HE'S GOT
SOMETHING PRETTY
SUPER IMPORTANT
BEHIND THE PAINTING.
I BETCHA IT'S HIDING
ALL KINDS OF
SECRETS.

THE ONLY WINDOW
TO HIS OFFICE IS
TRAPPED. IMPOSSIBLE
TO DISARM FROM
THE OUTSIDE, EVEN
FOR ME.
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SO... YOU'RE
SAYING HE WAS
GONE WHILE
ALL THIS
HAPPENED?

AW, IT'S JUST...
SAD. HE WAS
PROBABLY REALLY
HAPPY ONCE. NOW HE'S
OFF SAILIN' THE WORLD
HOPIN’ TO FIND HIS
CONFIDENCE
AGAIN.

PEOPLE
CAN GET
SO LOST

SOMETIMES.

OH! GOT
WHAT YOU'RE
LOOKING FOR
RIGHT IN MY

PANTS!

UNDER THE
COVER OF NIGHT
T'LL SNEAK
INTO HIS
OFFICE...

...BUT
THERE MIGHT
BE CLUES
BEHIND THE
PAINTING...

WAIT A \
SECOND... WHAT
DOES THE
MISSING WEDDING
RING HAVE TO
DO WITH
ANYTHING?

I NICKED
THIS FROM
HIS POCKET

BEFORE WE LEFT.
EASY PEASY.

N\ OH, WELL
DONE,
BETTY!

SO... HOW
EXACTLY ARE WE
GOING TO GET
INSIDE HIS OFFICE
IF THE ONLY WAY
IN‘S TRAPPED?

WHAT'S
THE
PLAN?
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YOU'RE REAL SWEET. L
\ CAN TELL YOU ARE. AND,
I... WELL, UNTIL YOUR FRIEND WHO
I GOT THESE FOR : CAN'T TAKE A JOKE SHOWED
YOU. WANTED TO ' UP, I WAS HAVING A
SEE HOW YA WERE. \ WONDERFUL TIME.
AFTER, WELL... v
YA KNOwW. / \ I KNOW.
- AND T KNOW
SHE'S REAL SORRY.
HANNAH'S JUST A
BIT... WELL, HANNAH.
AND... AND... AND
T'M SORRY, TOO.
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SHE PUNCHED
ME IN THE FACE.
THEN IN MY BOOB.
THEN DID THE
WEIRDEST TURKEY
VICTORY DANCE
I'VE EVER
SEEN.

SHE'S
A BAD
PERSON.

BUT...
SHE'S MY
FRIEND.

BETTY, I THINK
YOU'RE A KIND,
WONDERFUL PERSON.
BUT... I'VE MOVED
ON FROM THE CRAZY,
BAR BRAWLING ERA
OF MY LIFE.

CAN'T YOU
JUST... YA
KNOW... TAKE
ME AS 1
AM?

WHEN YOU
UNDERSTAND
WHAT I MEAN,

I'LL BE
AROUND.

I'VE BEEN
DOWN THAT ROAD,
LITTLE BUG. YOUR

FRIENDS INFORM WHO
YOU ARE, AND... T
JUST CAN'T INVITE
THAT DRAMA INTO

MY LIFE.
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POSSIBLY.
THE MAYOR IS STILL, HE HE WAS PRETTY

:
OFF THE HOOK, COULD'VE PISSED ABOUT THE

THEN? JUST PLAYED A
WHOLE THING, THOUGH.
BECAUSE YOU PART. T'LL BE KEEPING AN

SAY S0? EYE ON HIM.

OF COURSE
Ngr, EM TAKING
YOUR ACCUSATION
AGAINST HIM SERIOUSLY. MERCHANT'S
I STARTED LOOKING GUILD.
INTO IT LAST
NIGHT.

EVERY SINGLE
JOB I HANDED OUT
YESTERDAY WAS PAID
FOR BY AN OUTSIDE
SOURCE. MAYOR KANE
DIDN'T ORDER
THEM.

AND SINCE I KNOW YOU'RE
GOING TO BE RESOLVING THIS
MATTER ON YOUR OWN TERMS SO.
NO MATTER WHAT I SAY, JUST REALLY. HOW
DO ONE THING FOR ME. YOU BEEN,
PLEASE. ANYWAY?

DON'T KILL
EVERYBODY AND
RUN OUR
STREETS RED
WITH THEIR

KNOW. THE USUAL.
MANAGED
WHAT I DO TO KILL A TROLL [ B|LFORD
BEEEEST. RECENTLY. BOGIN/

I KNow!
FIRST TIME FOR
EVERYTHING, HEY?
IT WAS A LOT
EASIER THAN I
THOUGHT.

JUST...
BAM/ ZIP! BAFF/
A FEW WELL AIMED
SPELLS AND THE
DUMB SLOW THING
COLLAPSED LIKE
A BARREL OF
HOG TITS.
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LOOK, YOU DAMN WELL KNOW
I'M LETTING YOU GO. JUST TRY
TO KEEP THIS THING WITH THE

...AH. MERCHANT’S GUILD PEACEFUL,
ANYWAY. ALRIGHT?

FOR WHAT
IT'S WORTH, I'M
GLAD YOU MADE WITHOUT
IT OUT ALIVE. YOU, PALISADE
WOULD BE THE
HAPPIEST PLACE
ON EARTH.

IT'S ENOUGH

TO MAKE ME

WANT TO KILL
MYSELF.
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THOSE RATES
ARE UNICORN
DOO! IF YOU WANT

YOU BETTER
LOWER THEM!

WELL, T
SEE HE'S

{ “NoT =
WILLING TO ’
P\ NEGOTIATE.

UH, RIGHT.
CAN'T ARGUE
WITH MY
NEGOTIATOR...
HEH.
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DIDJA
SEE HIS
FACE, DEE
DEE?
DIDJA?

WHO'S
OFFICIALLY
SCARIER THAN
A SQUIRREL
NOW? EAT THAT,
HANNAH!

HAHAHAHA!

BETTY, YOU
ARE BY FAR THE
STRANGEST
SMIDGEN I'VE
EVER MET.
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...BECAUSE IT'S
JUST ALL REALLY SILLY,
ISN'T IT? I MEAN...
SERIOUSLY, AN AIRBORNE
SQUID THAT BESTOWS
MAGICAL POWERS TO
HIS FOLLOWERS?

OF COURSE,
BEFORE N'RYGOTH
BESTOWS HIS BLESSING
YOU HAVE TO DRINK BLOOD
STRAIGHT FROM THE NECK OF
A HUMAN WHO’S BEEN FORCED
TO CONSUME ENOUGH WINE
TO KILL THEM. THAT'S
GOTTA HAVE A KNOCK
ON EFFECT.

THIS MOMENT
SEEMED
CONVENIENT.

NOT..ER, WELL, NOT 1\
TO BE RUDE, DEE DEE,
BUT... HOW DO YoU USE
DIVINE SPELLS IF YOU
DON'T BELIEVE IN
THE GODS?

GODDESS
ENOUGH.

o YAH. I FIND IT ALL
2\ | VERY STRANGE THAT
~ WE'VE NEVER
TALKED ABOUT
THIS BEFORE.

SORRY TO KEEP YOU LADIES
WAITING, JUST HAD A FEW
MATTERS TO ATTEND TO.

OF
I'VE HAD A VERY BUSY

COURSE,

WE
APPRECIATE
YOUR TIME,

MR. LAKE.

OH, NO
FORMALITIES
HERE, M'DEAR.

MHM MHM \
MHM. YES. I'VE -
HEARD OF YOUR...
EXPLOITS. QUITE
THE REPUTATION
INDEED.

GERRIC.

WHAT 1S
IT I CAN DO
FOR YOU
LOVELY
LADIES?

WELL, AS
YOU PROBABLY
KNOW, WE'RE
MEMBERS OF THE
RAT QUEENS. THE
FINEST ADVENTURING
COMPANY THIS SIDE OF
THE GLITTERING SEA.

AS YOU CAN IMAGINE, AS

SUCCESSFUL YOUNG WOMEN
o[ WHO ARE TOP IN THEIR FIELD
(| AND ARE, LET'S BE HONEST,

EXPERTS IN MATTERS OF
COMMERCE, WE'VE
AMASSED A SIZEABLE
SAVINGS.

AS I UNDERSTAND
IT, COORDINATING WITH
THE MERCHANT'S GUILD ON
A NEW BUSINESS VENTURE
1S IN OUR BEST INTEREST.

1 SEE. WELL, WE'RE
ALWAYS LOOKING FOR
NEW PARTNERSHIPS WITH
LOCAL ENTREPRENEURS.
IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN
TALKING BUSINESS, I'M
ALL EARS, M'DEAR.

EXCELLENT!

EXCELLENT

UH. SO.

EXCELLENT  CAN YOU SHARE

EXCELLENT/

WHAT YOUR FINE
INSTITUTION
COULD OFFER
usz?
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“WHY, YES. OF COURSE! THE
MOST OBVIOUS 1S OUR
CONNECTION TO SEA TRADE.

“LOCAL SALES ARE FINE,
BUT THE REAL MONEY
COMES FROM FOREIGN

MARKETS.

v’ A
"WE ALSO STAND BY
OUR CONTRACTS.
YOU CAN COUNT ON

OUR LOYALTY.

“AND, SHOULD YOU NEED
| IT, ACCESS TO FUNDING
| FOR EXPANSION OR SIMPLE
| MAINTENANCE OF
YOUR BUSINESS.

“AT VERY
REASONABLE RATES,
I MIGHT ADD.”
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i
B
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2
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2

...IF THEY'RE
RESPONSIBLE
FOR THIS, HOW WE HAVE

» A CAN WE EVEN TO MEET WITH

PROVE IT? E THEIR LOCAL

CRAZY HANNAH
PLANS,

PLEASE.

) S

L)
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|
,

P rey, cure

DRESS. WAS
WONDERING WHERE
YOU WERE, BABY
BETTY. EVERYTHING
ALRIGHT?

YAH. YA
KNOW. JUST...
PEOPLE

SOMETIMES. WHAT'S ‘.i'
{ GOING

NAH, WE'VE
GOT THIS. L
TOLD SAWYER
WE'D HANDLE THIS
DIPLOMATICALLY...

THEY'RE GONNA
- ARREST '‘EM?

I'M BREAKING

INTO THEIR
BUILDING,

AREN'T I?

MERCHANT
GUILD ORDERED
THE QUESTS THROUGH
THE MAYOR. LOOKS

LIKE THEY'RE BEHIND
THE WHOLE KILLIN'
MERCS FIASCO.

so... sAwveEr |
)\ AND HIS DUDES...

LIKE A
TIGER INTO
A BABY
FARM.
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DON'T YOU GET JUST TAKE
IT? EVERYONE A LOOK
HATES US! WE'RE AROUND!
THE THREAT TO 2
THIS TOWN! ¢ I'M GOING
OUT TO FACE
HER. DO
SOMETHING
GSOOD FOR
ONCE.

YA DID
SOMETHING
GOOD BY ME. AIN'T
GONNA LET THIS
TOWN FEED YA TO
THOSE DOG
FUCKERS.

ORCS ONLY
KNOW ONE I'M THE
LANGUAGE. : - FUCKING

ALPHABET.

DAMN. BETTY, L
THAT WAS NEED YOU

A GOOD TO WATCH
LINE. MY BACK.






OPS/images/0096.jpeg
UH, BRAGA.
WHAT LEADING
ARE YOU THE
DOING? CHARGE.

RA

PUT THE SEXY.

BACK IN LARGE,
WHOLESALE

SLAUGHTER/,

EXPECTIN
THHHIHIIG!

THIS IS
A TACTICAL
NIGHTMARE/
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YOU CUNTS
KILLED MY
BOYFRIEND!

WE KILL A LOT OF
BOYFRIENDS! WHAT
MAKES YOU THINK
WE KILLED
YOURS?

YOU THE
FUCKING RAT
QUEENS?

GODSDAMNED
RIGHT WE'RE
THE FUCKING
RAT QUEENS!

HE TOLD ME THAT
YOU BRAGGED ABOUT
(T AND DRANK TO

HIS SLAUGHTER!
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SEND
OUT THE PISS
GOBBLERS AND
WE WON'T SMASH
THIS TOWN TO
RUBBLE,

TIZZIE!
YOU'VE BEEN
SUMMONED!

WELP, HELL, T
PALISADE'S MIGHT JOIN |}
FUCKED. IN THE
FUCKING. HANNAH,
ENOUGH! THIS IS
OUR RESPONSIBILITY,
NOT PALISADE’S.
WE HAVE TO GIVE
OURSELVES
OVER.

WOAHHHH. THAT'S
JUST STUPID. OLD LADY
BERNADETTE WAS THE

ONE WHO PUT US AT
THAT CAVE TO BEGIN WITH.
WE WOULDNA KILLED NO
TROLL BOYFRIENDS IF
IT WEREN'T FOR HER!

I MEAN...

WE WOULD'VE
KILLED SOMETHING
EVENTUALLY, BUT

I'M WITH BETTY.

ALL THIS IS ON

THAT BITCH
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WHAT DO
THEY WANT
WITH US?

THE OBVIOUS.
JUST... GODS, SOAP
AND WATER. IT'S
NOT COMPLEX
WIZARDRY.

WELCOME
TO THE
SHIT
SHow!

YAHHHH.
OLD LADY
BERNADETTE'S THE |
ONE PAYIN’ ASSASSING.
I SERIOUSLY THINK
SHE MIGHT NOT LIKE WAIT...
GET ANY US VERY MUCH. YOU SOLVED
ANSWERS, IT ALREADY?
BETTY?

YEP. KINDA
BY ACCIDENT.
SO, WHO'RE

THEY?
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THE RAT
QUEENS
FAN CLUB.
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WELL,
THAT WAS
RIDICULOUS.

WHY IS IT
THAT WHEREVER
THERE'S A RAT
QUEEN, SOMEONE
GETS ASSAULTED OR
A BUILDING GETS
DESTROYED?

HEYYYY, NO
FAIR/ WE HAD
NOTHING TO
DO WITH THAT
RANDOM SKY
BALL.

PALISADE’'S
UNDER ATTACK,
SIR! SOMETHING
ABOUT BLOOD
VENGEANCE AGAINST
THE RAT
QUEENS!

RUN IF
YOU WANT,
BERNADETTE. I
CAN FIND YOU.
ANYWHERE.
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BRAGA.
PLEASE
DON'T EAT

ME.
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I'VE GOT
YOUR BACK,

HANNAH!
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OH...

YOU KNOW.
ANOTHER
DAY IN THE
LIFE OF A RAT
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OH, YAH...
AND OLD LADY
BERNADETTE'S

BEHIND THE
MURDERING.

IF YOU'D JUST... DONE
YOUR JOB, SAWYER! y
THIS WOULDN'T HAVE WS BEST
BEEN NECESSARY. , SRR
FOR PALISADE...
YOU LET THAT BITCH /I BECAUSE NO ONE
HANNAH CLOUD YOUR ELSE WILL!
JUDGMENT. i .

THAT
SAWYER
DIED A LONG
TIME AGO.

LET'S.
GET.
STABBY!
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NICE TRY,

MR. ASSASSIN!
YOU LEAVE OLD
LADY BERNADETTE
ALONE!

I'M _THIRTY
NINE YEARS
oLp/

HEY, NO
NEED TO GET
SNOOTY! I WAS
JUST COMIN’ TO
APOLOGIZE FOR
SMASHIN’ YOUR
WINDOW TO
PIECES.

THIS IS THE
LAST OF IT. CAN
YOU PLEASE MAKE
SURE THAT YOU KILL
THEM TO FUCKING
DEATH THIS TIME?

YOU CAN
START WITH
HER.

Next Issue:
That Bitch Bernadette!
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CHAPTER FOUR
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PEOPLE WILL
NOT STAND FOR
THE BOORISH ANTICS
OF THOSE DESPICABLE
MERCENARIES FOREVER,
SAWYER. THEY'RE GOING
TO START QUESTIONING
YOUR DECISIONS,
YOUR ETHICS.

WHAT? YOU
THINK NO ONE’'S
NOTICED THE
RAT QUEEN'S
APPARENT CRIMINAL
IMMUNITY?

I'M NOT THE
ONLY ONE, SAWYER.
I'M JUST THE SINGLE
PERSON WHO GIVES
MORE THAN TWO SHITS
ABOUT THIS TOWN
WHILE IT'S DESTROYED /8
AROUND Us! \\X

AND, LIKE
MY MESSAGE,
MY STORE WILL
STAND IN DEFIANCE
OF ALL THAT
WOULD RUIN IT!
PROUD AND
STRONG!

MY ACTIONS
ARE THE RESULT
OF YOUR
NEGLIGENCE!

YOUR
FAVOURITISM!

MY ARREST
WILL BE THE
RALLYING
CRY!
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THAT WAS
AMAZING.

GUESS IT'S
NOT JUST cuz
YOU'RE THE
HOTTEST MAN
IN TOWN.

LOOK...
ABOUT WHAT
THE ASSASSIN
SAID. I KNOW IT
LOOKS BAD
AND--

UH-UH-UH!
WE'VE ALL

NOow you
KNOW WHY
I'M CAPTAIN

OF THE
GUARD.

You
AREN'T GOING
ANYWHERE, YOU
MANIAC.

WHERE WOULD
I GO, SAWYER?
THIS TOWN'S TAKEN
EVERYTHING FROM
ME. THIS IS THE
ONLY PLACE
I'VE GOT!

I HOMEBREW
ILLEGAL
DRUGS

FOR POCKET BEU‘IEP)? I‘i;OU

MONEY. { po ReALIZE

I'M
CAPTAI--

GOT SECRETS,

SAWYER.
BELIEVE IT
OR NOT...






OPS/images/0039.jpeg
HE SMELLS
REAL BAD.
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~
»
WE
N HAVE TO KILL

SUGH=
BLOOD
LOSS...

HAMPERING

I MAY HAVE
FAILED BUT,
ONCE MARKED,
YOU WILL BE
DESTROYED.

HIM. WE CAN

DON'T THINK
FIGLRE THIS [ YOUR cHARMS

ARE GONNA
WORK THIS
TIME,
BETTY.

IT'S OVER,
DICKCHEESE. YOU
FAILED. BUT DON'T
YOU WORRY, WE'LL
BE TRACKING DOWN
WHOEVER HIRED YOU
AND TELLING THEM
IN PERSON.

AND WHEN
THE SHADOW OF
THE ORDER DESCENDS,
NO PLACE WILL BE SAFE.
WE ARE THE VOICE
OF DEATH. WE WILL
NEVER BE SILEN--
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HOW IN
ALL HELLS DID
THAT THING
SNEAK UP

UH... FRIENDS?
CAN WE... STOW
THE RACIAL SLURS
FOR NOW? GIANT
TROLL JUST MADE
MAN MASH.

FORM UP!
| WE'RE DOING
THE BETTY

‘ CLIMBER!

DON'T PULL
THAT SHIT ON ME!
MY MOTHER IS NEAR
SIGHTED AND I'M JUST
A PRODUCT OF FAMILIAL
TRAITS! I SUPPOSE YOU
JUST LOVE DWARVEN
ALE... BECAUSE
YOU'RE A
DWARF/

YOU KNOw
I ONLY DRINK WINE!
AND DO YOU SERIOUSLY
THINK MY PEOPLE ONLY
BREW ONE KIND OF BEER
AND THEN, WITH THE
CREATIVE IMAGINATION OF
A DONKEY’S COCK, NAME

IT DWARVEN?! WELL, I ONLY

KNOW ONE DWARF
WHO DRINKS WINE
AS A MATTER OF
PRINCIPLE. AND IT'S
REALLY GODSDAMNED
OBNOXIOUS, YOU
KNOW THAT?

THIS IS NO
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