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What are your favorite rock ‘n’ roll conspiracies and urban legends?
What musical mysteries should we dig into?
From the “Forever 27" club to just who killed Biggie and Tupac,
everything is on the table!

Mudsharks & i
Red Snappers | TWO MONTHS ON THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER LIST

I first read about the
“mudshark” thing in Stephen
Davis’ Hammer of the Gods.
People commonly refer to it
as just that—the “mudshark”
story—but Davis reported
that it actually involved a red
snapper caught near where
the band was staying while
playing a show in Seattle.

At around twelve years old,
my imagination—along with

other soon to be raging parts “EXCELLENT..MASTERFUL..ONE OF
of me—was on the verge of .« / THE BEST ROCK BOOKS ON RECORD?
being fully activated by Led S The Kirkus Reviews
Zeppeli‘n. I was, of course, a Mm

generation younger than when Live-Aid

this fascination might have o reunion!
been best indulged. Aa 45 B
I grew up in the ‘80s,
where hair metal was the
closest thing to rock ‘n’ roll we
really got, and where a few
scattered and very forgettable
Led Zeppelin reunions would
leave fans confused and kind
of concerned for Jimmy Page’s
well being. But the stories that
survived Zeppelin's demise—
from the Alistair Crowley
fixations to the Dionysian
excesses at the Riot House
on Sunset, and every trashed
hotel room, groupie gang-bang
and groundbreaking, culture-
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altering tour in-between—
painted a portrait of a band welcome to the

that had achieved the pinnacle,

and paid the price, for an the firSt issue os
SR e ROCKSTARS...

Zeppelin is almost its

own genre, but there are where we examine these sort of stories and imagine a rock ‘n’
innumerable small, easily roll landscape in which “Paul is Dead” might have another
related stories surrounding dimension nobody’s uncovered yet, or where Brian Wilson's

rock ‘n’ roll that make it mythic | mental health decline was exacerbated by his intense drive
and provide for a good amount | to not be wholly annihilated by the Beatles’ brilliant “Sgt.

of mystery. Everyone's heard Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band” release. It explores a
about Ozzy Osbourne biting reality in which “Dark Side of the Moon” really does sync up
the head off a bat onstage. with The Wizard of Oz while potentially examining the hidden
But did you know that Charles | reason why, and where deals with the devil just might be
Manson wrote a Beach Boys worth it to all parties involved.

song? Or that Waylon Jennings

was forever haunted by the Send us some email and give us suggestions.

decision to give up his seat for
Buddy Holly on the plane that What are some of your favorite rock myths and stories you'd

Day the Music Died? That a like to see us dig into?
line in “Stairway to Heaven”

almost kinda does sound like Joe Harris

“Here’s to my sweet Satan..." NYC

when played backwards? That 11/19/16
Gram Parsons’ body was stolen
from the morgue?

Led Zeppelin, Tne hottest, hardest, homiest, most
hedonistic:group in rock history. The daddies of today's
heavy metal explosion. The band whose parties were. the
ultimate in '60s and '70s excess—ound-the-clock blasts
with ecstatic groupies and drugs galore. The band whose
concerts were long; loud, thrilling tributes to the power of
rock. The band who may have made a deal with the
Devil—and sufféred the cansequences.

Based on interviews with the band and their friends,
employees, and lovers, Hammer of the Gods reveals for
the first time the truth behind-the genius of Jimmy Page,
Robert Plant, John Paul Jones, and the late John Bonham.
the truth behind the mysteries and rimors that have
surrounded Zeppelin from the start...the truth behind the
tragedies they suffered and the triumphs no one will
ever forget.

In-a world of imitators, there is only-one original
Led Zeppelin

Joe Harris

g W gt @joeharris
{
70999"00495 3

Megan Hutchison
@blackem_art

ISBN 0-345-33516-3
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Jifitiiiivates” big bet paid
off big. The band officially
changed their: name to ‘Blue
Rider, and set out on the road
to make that name stand up.

Blue Rider would tour, cease-
lessly, though 1971 and 1972, all
while writing new material and
workingit out onstage over mar-
athon sets that grew from three
to almost four hours a night on
average before recording the
next album and releasing it to

Jimmy's infamous symbol
(or “rune”); its meaning is
still @ mystery.

Jimmy James had been
convinced that American au-
diences wanted heavier music
and more of it. The '60s were
over. The revolution was done.
The student bodies spilling out
ofthe high schools of California,
the New York/New Jersey Tri-
State area and the upper Mid-
west were ripe for the Jure of sex,
drugs and rock ‘n’ roll rebellion.

Steppenwolf
b | cwete of Hanvy
suddenly and hard. Blue Rider | Metal Thunder’
B T R |, but thets ghys
was never one to rest on %memlﬂl“o

laurels. He described his ses b
clusion as ‘“necessary el

against him failed to produce
any leads for investigators.

dlg them ‘Building from
ues.roots (at times accused

b

of straight-up plaglarizing the
original masters), the band
not only elevated their music
to epic heights, they tapped
something even more primal
that lurked beneath the music.

Returning to his castle | ©
in the north of England,
Jimmy said he would reemerge
when the time was right, but

for now the rock legend is
declining all press requests.

FEBRUARY 1977
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