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visionary and with SURGEON X it
looks like she's found another
genius in Sara Kenney!"

- Jeff Lemire [DESCENDER)

"A fantastic, gripping debut--
and chillingly possible glimpse
of a not too distant future.
Read it before it's reality."”

— Brian Azzarello (100 BULLETS)

“SURGEON X reads like a ticking bomb
in a tragic future that we have no
idea when it will go off. And, the more
we read, the more curious we get,
interested and invested in these
characters, unaware that as we relate
to their conflicts, we get closer and
closer to the imminent explosion.”

— Fébio Moon [TWO BROTHERS)

“Timely, relevant and thought
provoking. SURGEON X cuts sharp!”

— Jock (WYTCHES)
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Hello, everyone, and thank you for read-
ing the first issue of SURGEON X. I've
been telling stories in other mediums
for years, but this is the first comic I've
written, so | thought I'd fell you a hit
about myself and share with you how
SURGEON X came to be.

Like many of you probably did, | grew
up reading science hooks — fiction and
fact. | especially loved tales of parallel
universes, the possibility of aliens,
fime travel, space travel. | couldn't get
enough of these amazing stories — they
blew my mind! These extraordinary
ideas went on to inspire my work in
science and eventually | was drawn to
broadcast television.

For the past 16 years I've worked as a
TV Producer/ Director in documentaries,
factual drama and animation. While at
the BBC, | worked on the world's longest
running science series Horizon, and the
world's longest running medical drama
series Lasualty. 've always been fasci-
nated by stories of life and death and of
science heroes and villains.

But, as much as | love this subject
matter, when | looked at the world
around me, | was frustrated by the
worsening disparity between rich

and poor countries. How in developed
nations we live longer and healthier
lives, with the highest life expectancy
being in Japan at an average of 83.7
years. But, in stark confrast the lowest
is in Sierra Leone af 50.1 years. There is
amassive global inequality in who gets
to live that longer and healthier life.
With ever increasing and sophisticated
treatments that gap is widening further
between nations and within nations.

| wanted to tell a story about how
incredible science and medicine is, but
also how divisive it can be. | wanted

to explore all these ideas in SURGEON
X and approach the story from a range
of angles — science, politics, ethics,
economics, history, philosophy, sociol-
ogy — it was important to write about

it all, because each aspect adds another
dimension. But, how the hell was | going
to make this project a reality?

In 2014, | applied for a grant from
Wellcome Trust, which are a charitable
foundation created by an American, Sir
Henry Wellcome, who ook up residence
in the UK back in 1880. They mostly
fund science research, which seeks to
“improve health for all,” but they also
believe in public engagement. It's not
just about education. It's a two-way ap-
proach - find out what the public think
- what are their hopes, fears, concerns
about medicine and health? Wellcome
believe the public should have a say in
how we use medicine in the future.

In November 2014, | was awarded the
grant. The cool thing is that Wellcome
Trust are like a modern day artists’
patron. They have no editorial interfer-
ence - they hand over the money and
that's it, you get total creative control
- adream. You just have to prove to
them that you have the knowledge,
experience and team that can deliver a
high quality project,
which is no easy
thing! They also
encourage you fo
take creative risks,
invent and innovate.
I'm grateful that
such an organisation
exists.

I've read comics all
my life, but this is
the frst comic I've
written, so | fook

a wild shot in the
dark, and approached
Vertigo founding
editor, Karen Berger
through LinkedIn and
to my delight she
responded positively
to the idea. Karen
introduced me to the
incredibly falenfed
John Watkiss and we
expanded from there.

What else - SUR-
GEON X is an APP too!
Having worked in

BERGER

film and animation, | also wanted to use
those skills to expand on the story-
world. Thus an app version was born.
We couldn't find a comic reader that
could support film, animation and audio,
so we had to build our very own.

| worked with an app designer, Michael
Mensah-Bonsu, who is also a massive
comics fan, so we had a lot of fun
designing the functionality! The app
allows you fo search “behind the pan-
els” and “behind the balloons” fo find
animations, documentaries and other
exclusive canfent. There's also specially
composed music, cool sound design
and audio features which divulge more
about the many people who worked on
SURGEON X. Plus, there's an incredible
“behind the colour” feature allowing
you to enjoy John Watkiss's beautiful
black and white line art. A true art
lover's delight!

It was vital to gef the science, medicine
and medical humanities aspects right
and not just because I'm a massive
geek, but also because it makes the

DE!
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storyworld more layered and unexpect-
ed. 5o, | put my journalist’s hat on, and
confacted a group of incredible medi-
cal, scientific and medical humanities
experts who not only made the stories
more authentic, but also sent me off-
map, a dream for a writer!

When | first came up with the idea for
SURGEON X, | was going to focus the
storyworld on the future of surgery
and medicine. However, when | began
to read about the antibiotic resistance
crisis we all face, the emphasis shifted.
You always want to find ohstacles for
the protagonist fo overcome and the
moare | spoke to experts the more |
realised that this was the mother of all
ohstacles for a surgeon!

The scientific advisers would say
things to me like “I'm frightened for my
children” or “you're not being extreme
enough with your vision at all.” What
could be more visceral and important a
storyworld than the one we are slipping
into now? The reality is that for
probably close to 100% of you reading
this article now, you or a loved one
wouldn't be alive foday if it weren't for
antibiotics. But because antibiotics are
relatively cheap and widely available
we currently take these extraordinary
drugs for granted. But how much longer
will this last?

The antibiotic apocalypse hasn't hap-
pened yet. But some of it will - and it
will lead to the death of millions every
year. How bad it gets is not just up to
governments or doctors — it's up fo us
all. We need to apply pressure to our
respective governments to infensify
antibiotic research, develop better
diagnostics and reduce the use of
antibiotics in farming. We also need to
listen to our doctors if they fell us we
don't need antibiotics. In a way, we're
all complicit.

As much as | love telling this story

and moulding these characters, here's
hoping that in 20 years' fime, the world
of SURGEON X won't become our actual
reality. But, only time will tell...

Thanks again for giving our comic a
read, and we hope to see you back next

month for “Relative Insanity,” where
madness and mayhem reigns...

.

@WowbaggerlK
@surgeonxcomic
Facebook.com/surgeonxcomic/

surgeonx.co.uk

The SURGEDN X app is available
From the App Store and Google Play.

Karen

Berger

Hard fo believe it's been three years
since | leff Vertigo. So excited to be
back in comics again, but especially to
be working on SURGEON X. As an editor,
I've always made it a point fo work
with writers on material that's smart,
different and unexpected, and that's
what attracted me to work with writer/
creator Sara Kenney on this comic.

When Sara first sent me the pitch, |
hadn't read anything like it before. A
“what if" idea that felt very real and
timely. As Sara mentions in her column,
it's one that we're scarily veering
towards it— a post-antibiotic world,
where the superbugs have won. In
London 2036, there are great futuristic
advancements available in medicine and
surgery, but on the other hand, a simple
infection can kill you. 5till, people adapt
to this dangerous new reality, and life

goes on. |t was important fo us that
SURGEON X not be all doom and gloom.

The concept of the series pulled me in
immediately, but it's the characters who
won my heart, beginning with Rosa,

our likahle but ohsessive, hard-ass
protagonist. Her unpredictable and
subversive nafure gets under our skin,
making us question our own sense of
ethics and morality, not o mention

our own medical treatment — and both
my brothers are doctors! Then, there's
the rest of the eccentric Scott brood of
(mostly] doctors — a complicated, yet
captivating bunch, with family dynamics
which many of us can relate to. My
favorite is Harvey, whom you'll meet
next issue.

We knew we struck gold when we
landed the brilliant, masterful artist
John Watkiss to bring these characters
to life, and who created this different,
yet familiar near-future world for
them to live in. John is a dream to work
with, as is Jimmy Devlin, our glorious
Glaswegian colorist whose striking
palette adds fo the richness of the

art. The amazing Jared Fletcher is our
fabulous letterer, and Richard Bruning,
designer extraordinaire, created our
sleek SURGEON X logo, and most of the
design pages.

I'm running out of space, but | wanted to
stress just how cool our SURGEON X app
is — if's the ultimate companion piece.
That was another thing that attracted
me to this project, and fo the best of
knowledge, no one in comics has done
anything quite like this before. So, if
you want to have a full-on one-of-a-
kind SURGEON X experience, please
check it out!

We really appreciate you buying our
book, and we're so happy to have you
along for the ride. Just remember
Martha's words: “What doesn't kill you
makes you stronger — frue for bacteria
and people.”

Welcome to our world.

pro

@karenpherger

And a quick note on spelling:

we've opted to go British for tofal
authenticity, just so you know | haven't
totally lost it!
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