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FROM THE PUBLISHER’S DESH

Ted Adams here. I'm going to be your monthly guide through the IDW/Top Shelf checklist,
pointing out our big hits and bringing your attention to some gems that you might otherwise miss.

Kevin Eastman and | have been friends for longer
than either of us would like to admit so it was a
particular treat for me when IDW picked up the
rights to publish Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
comics back in 2011. Kevin's been an integral part of
our creative team for the entire run—co-writing the
books with Tom Waltz and providing covers for
every issue. This month
our regular series
reaches issues #59—
making it one of the
longest-running comic
series in stores today.

June 3rd sees
the release of
Paramount's Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles:
Out of the Shadows
and we've got a new
Turtles mini-series that
will be fun for fans new
and old. Ben Bates and
Dustin Weaver are
writing the five-issue

Bebop & Rocksteady mini-series that will ship

weekly throughout June. Ben and Dustin are joined
by a great group of artists—Sophie Campbell,
Giannis Milonogiannis, Damian Couceiro,

Nick Pitarra, and Ryan Browne—and Nick Pitarra

has turned in five amazing covers that make one

enormous TMNT image. Kevin is also doing a rare
variant cover for the first issue.

While we're talking about Kevin, | hope if you're
ever in the San Diego area, you'll check out IDW's
San Diego Comic Art Gallery. Curated by Kevin, the
gallery has his replica studio—filled from floor to
ceiling with TMNT memorabilia and the things that
inspire Kevin—as well as a series of regularly rotating
exhibits. In June, we're going to be featuring
Berkeley Breathed and Bloom County.

While there isn’t a new Transformers movie this
year, June sees the launch of Transformers: Till All
Are One by Mairghread Scott and Sara Pitre-
Durocher. In our regular ongoing Transformers
series, Optimus Prime is busy conquering Earth and

H -------------- the Lost Light is exploring

ACTION space. This all-new series will
explore what's happening on
Cybertron.

In other Hasbro news,
June also sees the release of
Action Man #1 by John Barber
and Paolo Villanelli. In the U.S.,
we had G.I. Joe and in the UK.,
they had Action Man. You may
have already seen a preview of

Action Man in our Rom #0 Free Comic Book Day
comic but either way, get ready for an all-new take
on the ultimate British special agent.

I'm very happy to report that Locke & Key
creators, Joe Hill and Gabriel Rodriguez, have re-
united to bring us Tales From the Darkside—a
four-issue mini-series that re-imagines the classic TV
series for an all-new audience. And if you haven't
read Locke & Key, stop whatever you're doing right
now and pick up a copy of the first book. | guarantee
you won't be able to put it down.

Library of American Comics has the third volume
of Walt Disney’s Donald Duck: The Daily Newspaper
Comics out in June. Over 750 sequential daily strips
from 1943 to 1945, written by Bob Karp and
beautifully illustrated by Al Taliaferro.

Top Shelf has two books this month—Eddie
Campbell’s Bacchus: Omnibus Edition Vol. 2 and
Benjamin Frisch's The Fun Family. With Bacchus,
Eddie brings us more than 500 pages of the gods

e s

and myths of ancient Greece brought to modern life.
Fun Family is Benjamin’s debut graphic novel and it
explores the darker side of an artist who draws a
comic strip about the quintessential wholesome
American family.

I hope you've been enjoying Wynonna Earp—
Friday nights at 10/9c on Syfy. Season one wraps up
on June 24th with some big changes for all of our
characters.

Another diverse month for us and | can't wait for
next month’s column where I'll be telling you all
about the return of Rom!
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WHO -
WERE vou i LISTEN,
TALKING ; NAOMI. T'M

I PON'T
SORRY; BELIEVE

BUT— WEVE—
LIEUTENANT
GIVENS!
FINALLY WE

HAD THE
PLEASUREZ AT
l| THE PRISON THIS
| AFTERNOON. You
WERE JUST
LEAVING.

MYSELF.
LONG BLOODY
DAY ON THE
CHROMATOGRAPH.

WE'LL
SEE ABOUT
THAT.

DON'T PLAY
DPUMB WITH ME.
THE FUCKING

PHLOT. WE KNOW

HE'S HERE.

I'M A
BRITISH
OFFICER. YOU'VE
NO AUTHORITY
OVER ME.
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I DON'T KNOW
HOW ANY OF
THIS SHIT WORKS.,
I'M JUST A
MARINE. YOU'RE
FROM THE
FUTURE.

I'VE SEEN
TELEVISION. AT
THE WORLDP'S
FAIR; NEW YORK,
IN '36. IT WAS
NOTHING LIKE
THAT.

NOT youR
FUTURE. YOUR OUR SAME

WORLP HERE
EVERYTHING, IT'5 A R oe BEWE s

COPY.., EGGHEADS ) LUPLICATEZ, uP 10 A

IN MY WORLD £PLIT
IT OFF FROM OLR
TIMELINE.

POINT.

ANDP
WHAT POINT

THEY HAD \ ! | WOLLD THAT
ToDo A I B
FEW BEFORE \ o

THEY GOT
THIS ONE.

THEN THE
SPLITTER
STARTEP
WEARING OUT,
50 YOU'RE
T

SOON. WHEN THE
FORK HAPPENS. WE
DPROP A BOMB ON
HIROSHIMA. CITY
IN JAPAN.

HERO—Z
T'VE NEVER
HEARD OF
IT.
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YOU USED
A LASER ON
A CREEPSUITZ
YOU'RE A
FUCKING
AMATELR.

SKINNY

] LITTLE SHIT... §
JUNIOR'S NOT FROM
GONNA LIKE /4 INSIDEZ

GOOD.
LET'S GET
BACK. FLCKING
STINKS oUT

yYou
THINK HE
COULPA
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INVISIELE

I'M GIVENS.
NAOM! GIVENS.
ANP YOU

WHATEVER
DETONATER IN
THE PEAP MAN'S
STOMACH WAS
MAPE OF A PLASTIC
THAT DOESN'T
EXIST TODAY,
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WHO WAS
THAT WOMAN

I SAW LEAVING
THE PRISON
EARLIERZ
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I CAN SEE
WHAT IT'S MAPE
OF,; BUT T'VE NO

IPEA HOW TO
PROPUCE IT.

IN A PECAPE
OR 50; WE'LL
HAVE PLASTICS

LIKE THIS.

PATENT IT
FIRST. 7THEN
LEARN TO
PROPUCE IT.

BUT T
THOUGHT OUR
BRIGHT FUTURE
WAS 60 VERY

CLOSE.

YOU SEE
EVERYTHING
AS PROFIT,
FRITZ.
I SEE
EVERYTHING
AS SURVIVAL.
OR ITS
OPPOSITE.

IF ANYTHING
FROM MY LAB
SHOULD TURN UP
FOR SALE ON YOUR
BLACK MARKET, FRITZ,
YOU'LL REGRET IT.
ANYTHING. 80 MLICH
AS A BEAKER.

MY
MEETING WITH
YERMAKOV... AT
MR. BABY'SZ T
NEEP TO FINP
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The U.S. political leaders of 2016
abandon the radioactive planet they've
destroyed and hamess the power of
humanity’s last hope: The Splitter, a
colossal machine designed to
manufacture a bright new reality for
them to infiltrate and corrupt.
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DARWYN COOKE

Brilliant storyteller,
cherished husband, loyal friend.
Taken from us too soon.

Rest in peace, Dar.
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HE GAVE Yt ;
ME WHAT T [
NEED. A8

WE'RE
GOING TO THIS
NIGHTCLLB., WE'LL
FIND THE PILOT,
KILL HIM..,
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In those days, there was no way for a curious child to instantly access
the totality of such a concept with a few keystrokes. Finding out more
about it would require an effort. And did.

A decade or so later, my sense of The War had become more
specialized, fannish, barogue. | had found my way to The Weird War, by
then. To the history of the 0SS, various resistance organizations, all the
most secretive and/or deeply peculiar military operations, wartime
proto-UFQs, and anything else about World War Il that was. .. weird. |
had purchased Kilf or Get Killed, by Col. Rex Applegate, a classic manual
of all the filthiest-ever techniques of dirty fighting, from the back pages
of a gun magazine, and had read it beside floridly crackpot texts on Nazi
flying saucers. Flavors that seemed meant to be together, to me. (Today |
figure Col. Rex Applegate trained Vince. Vince’s Remington derringer, in
its ankle-holster, is very Col. Rex.)

Somehow, though, this particular flavor combination has never very
openly turned up in my prose fiction, though | think it's always been
there. It took Archangelto get the 0SS and the Nazi UFOs right out on
the table, in plain sight, and as we head toward #3 in the series, I'm
reminded of that trunk, that first led me to The Weird War.

William Gibson

RD WAR
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| first discovered World War 1l in a mildewed trunk, in the basement of an
empty old house, in my small Virginia town. The house was being
renovated and the workmen had left a child-sized gap in the plywood
sealing of an empty window frame. | don’t remember what else was in
that trunk, but | found World War |l there, in the form of a very strange-
looking color print of dueling aircraft. | have no idea now of what it was,
exactly, this single sheet, and had less then. It was unlike anything I'd
seen before, and | could smell its age, and see how the colors had
faded. | assume one of the two fighters was a Spitfire. | was unfamiliar
with the RAF roundels on its wings, and scarcely more familiar with the
swastika and the Luftwaffe crosses on the other plane. | suspect that
whoever drew it had never seen a very detailed photograph of a Spitfire.
Looking at it, | experienced a sort of conceptual vertigo, many things
falling rapidly together in my head. How the grownups | knew all
referred to a time called The War, about which | had known, really,
nothing, except for gathering somehow that during The War, which the
grownups all remembered personally, things had been different.

Now this piece of paper had triggered the ability to conceptualize a
previously unimaginable whole. | had, | realized, seen black and white
fragments of The War on television. | had seen The War in comics. There
were plastic model kits of planes and vehicles from The War (but | was
00 young to build them yet). Yet | had never recognized these things as
having The War in common.

THE WEI
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ONE
MORE
THING...

I DPON'T GIVE A
SHIT ABOUT YOUR
LITTLE ARRANGEMENT
WITH THAT BITCH, BUT
YOU W/LL HELP ME FIND
THE PILOT. WHATEVER T
WANT, YOU'LL PO.

YOU'RE
NOT 0.5.5. You
AREN'T EVEN FROM
WASHINGTON...

. SHARING
CLASSIFIER
INFORMATION |5 A
COURT-MARTIAL

I couLp
HALL YOUR

A MILITARY
TRIBUNAL.

WHAT PO
YOU HAVE
TO SAY;
CAPTAINZ

. You
MIGHT AS
WELL BE FROM
FUCKING
MARE—
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"...BETTER TO USE CHEESE AND CIGARETTES.”

YEARS SINCE
T HAP A FRESH
APPLE. AND
THIS CHEESE. ..

IcH
BACK IN MORE LIKE IT:

WASHINGTONZ A SIGNAL. MUST
HAVE BEEN SOME

INTERFERENCE

BACK THERE.

LE’;Q&S?\

TRACKING
PEVICE,

SAUGLING'S PLACE.
YOU'RE VERY GERMAN FOR “MR.
OBSERVANT, " BABY.” SOLE SURVIVOR
CAPTAIN MATTHEWS. OF BERLIN'S PREWAR
TELL ME; WHAT'S 4 NIGHTLIFE. RUNS A NIGHT-
THIS MARKED HERE CLUB, S0 CALLED. PLACE
ON THE MAPZ 15 LIKE A SWITCHBOARDP?
FOR THE BLACK
MARKET.
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AS
YOU SAID..,
YERMAKOV., MY
UKRAINIAN TELLS
ME HE 1S REAPY

TO MEET YOU.

THE PILOT'S
SUIT. OF
TELEVISION. THE
SECRETS OF THAT
SUIT ARE WORTH
A POSTWAR
FORTLINE.

NOTHING
COMPAREP TO
THAT LITTLE PIECE
OF PLASTIC T WAS
TESTING THIS
AFTERNOON.

YOU MAY KNOW
HOW TO PLAY
CHESS WITH CHEESE
ANP CIGARETTES,
FRITZ, BUT YOU'RE
NO SCIENTIST.

SCIENCE DIP
NOT SAVE ME
FROM THE PEATH
CAMPS, MISS
DPOCTOR. WHEN
PEALING WITH
RATS...
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WE SEALED
EVERYTHING OFF.
EVEN BROUGHT IN

/F THEY
BREAK THROUGH,
NOBOPY'S GONNA
WORRY ABOUT A

LITTLE COLLATERAL

TANKS OF OXYGEN,
JUST IN CASE THEY
TRY GASSING US OUT,
YOU OLIGHTA BE
GRATEFUL, POC.

)
i
L]
-

THEY NEEDP
THE SPLITTER. '
IF WE DESTROY tzﬁA\/Toi

THE SPLITTER, THINK,; WHY

=
\, ¥ ( BOTHER KEEPING BECAUSE,
ME HEREZ JACK, YOU'RE

GOING TO

WHY HELP US.

PIPN'T You
SHOOT ME
WITH THE REST
OF THEMZ

WOLLDPN'T
DO THAT.

NOZ
WE'RE
GONNA PIE
ANYWAY.
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DPOESN'T
SEEM LIKE YOUR
MISSION 16 GOING

VERY WELL,

TORRES.

WORRY; JACK.
YOU'RE SAFE
HERE WITH

GIVENS 1S BRITISH
INTELLIGENCE. SHE'S YOUR
BEST BET AT FINPING THE
BOMBER WITHOUT JLNIOR'S

GOONS TWISTING YOUR
HEADP OFF.

ROGER THAT.
I'VE GOT A BEAP
ON WHERE SHE'S

HEADED.

EVEN WITH
THE TUNNELS
COLLAPSED,
THEY'LL FIND

A WAY IN.

WHAT THEY'RE
GONNA FINP 1S THEIR
EXCAVATORS WITH TIRES
SLASHED, BRAKE LINES
CUT. ANPZ THE AUXILIARY
CONTROL ROOM; THE ONE
IN OMAHA THAT NOBOPY'S
SUPPOSER TO KNOW
ABOUTZ DUST IN THE
WIND, JACK

QUL

I SAVEP THE
BIGGEST PIECE OF
ORPNANCE FOR THE
SPLITTER'S MAIN POWER
CABLES, COMPLETE WITH
MOTION SENSITIVE TRIGGERS.
THEY TRY ANYTHING, IT'LL BE
THREE MONTHS BEFORE THE
SPLITTER CAN EVEN BE
ACTIVATEDR AGAIN.
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I'LL BE
CONTACTING
YOUR SUPERIOR,
GIVENS. LETTING
HIM KNOW HOW
LINCOOPERATIVE
YOU'VE BEEN.

SIR.
PERIMETER'S
A NEGATIVE. 4
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MAJOR, THIS
1 A CLASSIFIER |

AND T MUST
INSIST THAT You
LEAVE.

I'M TELLING
You, I PON'T
KNOW THE
WHEREABOUTS

I\ oF THI PiLOT,
i AND I~






