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PHONE

ANXIE Y

BY:ERIN NATIONS

MOST SOCIAL INTERACTIONS GIVE ME
ANXIETY, INCLUDING PHONE CALLS.
THIS 1S WHAT HAPPENS BEFORE |
MAKE A PHONE CALL.

| PRACTICE WHAT I'M_GONNA SAY.

| THINKH ABDUT EVERY WORST CASE
SCENARID THAT WON'T HAPPEN,
BUT I THINK (T COULD.

THEYLL THINK ['M AN IDIOT BECAUSE
I CALLED THE WRONG NUMBER...
THEY'LL TH DuMB IF THEY
A QUESTION
HAVE AN
FOR ... THEY
LAUGH AT
OR, | MAY

| ROCK MYSELF BACK AND FORTH.

HEY! TRY NOT
10 JUDGE!
> 5

HI, INEEDTO

MAKEAN
APPOINTMENT

[ BITE MY NAILS.
{1 WisH LIVE CHAT WAS AN OPTION]

| SWEAT AND CRY A LITILE

Hi, UM, CAN 1 — I NEED TO MAKE

AN APPOINTMENT. PLEASE.

AFTER AN HOUR OF DELIBERATION

YOURE PATHETIC.
JUST CALL THEM.
THE ANTICIFATION
IS WORSE THAN

FIVE MINUTES
LATER

| DIAL THE NUMBER AS MY HANDS
TREMBLE UNCONTROLLABLY,

WELL, THAT
WAS EASY
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| LOOKED DOWN AT MY PREPUBESCENT BODY
AND FELT MASCULINE. PSYCHOLDGICALLY, |
COULD RELATE T0 THOSE BOYS, BUT EVEN
iTHDUGH | THOUGHT | WAS ONE OF THEM,
{ | UNDERSTOOD | WASN'T.

IN A COUPLE YEARS, | KNEW MY BODY
WOULD DEVELDP CURVES | NEVER WANTED
AND BOOBS I'D NEVER HAVE ANY USE FOR .

UCK!
B0OBS. N
THANK YOU.

WHAT | FELT INSIDE CONTRADICTED HOW
| LOOKED ON THE OUTSIDE. THE CONFLICTION
WAS DISHEARTENING, BUT WHAT COULD |
DO? | LEARNED T0 ADAPT AND ACCEPT IT.

I'LL JUST WEAR

BAGGY CLOTHES

AND BECOME DESPITE MY ANATOMY, [ KNEW | WAS A BOY,
A RECLUSE. MAYBE NOT A BOY LIKE THE ONES ASSIGNED AT

BIRTH, BUT ABOY WITH A DIFFERENT BODY
AND DIFFERENT HORMONES. | WAS A IMEOY.

OR AT LEAST THAT'S WHAT | THDUBHT A TOHEDY
WAS, A BOY WITH A GIRL'S BODY.

"CAUSE M
NOT A 6R..





OEBPS/images/img_35.jpeg
LA

i ()
l

°

©

TO BE CONTINUED IN

———

=
(11

ISSUE #1 OF GUMBALLS





OEBPS/images/img_30.jpeg
HAPPINESS COMES IN THREES

A LAP FULL- DONNA AND HUSBAND ERIC NAT|ONS OF
OVERLAND, MO., ARE THE PARENTS OF TRIPLET DAUGHTERS
BORN AT ST. JOHN'S MERCY HOSPITAL ON FRIDAY, AUGUST
20 TH. THEY ARE LAUREN WEIGHING 4LBS.2 O2.AND 17 IN.
LONG; ERIN WEIGHING 3LBS. 110Z. AND 10 IN. LONG AND ABBY
WEIGHING A LBS. 7 0. AND 18% IN. LONG, THE 3 GIRLS
MAKING THEIR ARRIVALS AT 8.0Z,8:03 AND 8:04 AM .IT IS
REPORTED THAT ALL ARE DOING WELL AND THAT ABBY WHO
NOW WEIGHS 4 LBS. 15 01. HAS 6ONE HOME. THEY ARE THE
FIRST CHILDREN BORN TO THE NATIONS. SUBMITTED PHOTO.
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[TWANTED 70 L0DK AND DRESS LIKE CHRIS

CHAMBERS.

| WANTED T0 BE ON AN ADVENTURE WITH

MY BEST FRIENDS, FOLLOWING TRAIN
TRACKS INTD THE WODDS OF NW DREGON.

T0 BE HONEST, PERSONALITY WISE, | WAS
MORE LIKE VERN.

LOCATION WISE, | WAS PRETTY CLOSE. | WAS LVING
N A SMALL TOWN [N SE OREGON. [T SEEMED SOME -
WHAT PLAUSIBLE EXCEPT I DIDN'T HAVE FRIENDS
AND | WAS TOD SCARED T0 SLEEP IN THE WOUDS.

WHERE |
) ¢ LWED

NOT BE MY REALITY BECAUSE THE BODY | WAS DESTINED T0 DEVELOP DIDN'T MATCH

EVEN IF | HAD THE FRIENDS, AND | WAS ADVENTUROUS WITHOUT FEARS, THAT PLOT COULD
ANY OF THE CHARACTERS PORTRAYED IN THAT FILM.

| KNOW YOU SEE
YOURSELF IN U5,
BUT YOURE JUST
A GIRL.YOULL
NEVER BE ONE
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STAND BY ME

EVERY TIME | SEE TRAIN TRACKS, | START
SINGING THE "BALLAD OF PALADIN*
BECAUSE THE BOYS SING [T WHEN THEY WALK
ON THE TRACKS,

(WNE BUN WIL ravp geags Tt CARY @ N
o
OF P M- A guigur yyraoot AR

I'VE SEEN'STAND BY ME"S0 MANY TIMES I'VE
LOST COUNT. |T'S ONE OF MY FAVORITE FILMS.
1 DON'T REMEMBER THE FIRST TIME | SAW
(T, BUT 1 DD REMEMBER THE TIME IT MADE
ME SELF- ANARE OF MY GENDER. [ WAS 1.

THAT MORNING, | WOKE UP, PREPARED A BOWL OF CEREAL, AND FLIPPED ON THE TV TO ONE OF

THE MOVIE NETWORKS. RICHARD DREYFUSS WAS SITTING IN A JEEP NARRATING THE

S10RY OF HIS ADOLESCENCE. | WAS THRILLED THAT T JUST STARTED.
e I Y

WHEN THE CREDIT ROLLED, WITH BEN E.
KING'S ‘STAND BY ME" PLAYING IN THE
BACKEROUND, [ LAID ON THE COUCH AND
REFLECTED ON THE MOVIE.

[ FELT ENVIOUS OF THOSE BOYS. | WANTED
T0 BE GORDIE AND | WANTED JOHN CUSACK
10 BE MY QLDER BROTHER AND GIVE ME

HIS YANKEE CAP i
|
11°S A 600D LUCK CAP.
LI
-[L
ﬁw, /
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BAD THINGS ARE HAPPENING...

EVERYWHERE.
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BONUS CONTENT:

Martin Morazzo's

Issue 3 Cover Inks






OEBPS/images/img_29.jpeg
OH, HEY! YOU'VE REACHED THE INDICIA. YOU
KNOW, THE FINE PRINT NO ONE BOTHERS
TO READ? THAT'S WHY I'M PUTTING A SPEECH
BUBBLE AROUND IT, ANYONE WILL READ TEXT
[F IT'S SURROUNDED BY A WORD BALLOON.
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Do you
know where we

know why you're
here?

A manifestation of
the perfect possible

Y aation. ’ S

Lol emotion and thought and
perspective.

At the center
of creation: the
barren, empty
heart of the

the perfect
piece of
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We should
4o back
m!

We could
talk to Vox
and--
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| | line on that | > tab. the day of the -
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You can
go talk to your
friend.
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SOTTO VOCE
@
Chapter 3
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will
you pipe
down?

pleasure to
see you again,
Master Vox.

Th-they let
you quys out of
the b-booby
hatch?

I was
given special
dispensation.

What's
going on,
Vox?

Bad
things are
happening

averywhere.

A
building
collapsed.

Something's
Jostling The
Electric Sublime
and it's leaking
out into the
waking world.

It's
true, T
can f-feel
it.

Everything is bad
and terrible and I'm so
nervous and afraid that it'll
tear wide open and come pouring out
square onto my head and what will I do then
but hold my arms aloft and let the weight
erush me into bits my god it's all going to
shit I'm so on edge and all I want is
to talk to someone but I'm
very sick and sad I don't
think I'm well no
not at all!





OEBPS/images/img_4.jpeg
So sorry
to keep you
waiting.

R X\\\ q
tM‘

o It was
- 5% rude of me,
’ T know.
&N

But sometimes T\

et s0 /ost in
g my work. )/

i

How
about we put
work away for

It's time
for a little
release.

Try
not to
scream.
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Well, Manny.
It's about that
time again.

Do you think

it's wise, Master Brut,

to allow Ms. Breslin to

attend to the matter
of The Correction
unaccompanied?

The Director
strikes me as
someone perfectly
capable of taking
care of herself.
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Please,
come in.

oo
~7| We're in

2 the midst of
3 true creative
moment.
Look One of the
sensitives. Dylan
what Jeffrey
helped make. /~ Thompsen. g
It's
hideous,
| sir.

Just
lie the We think
world. he might

be.

To what do T owe
the pleasure of your

interruption? ‘

waream-
paimting.

Oh.
Oh! Well
then...
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maney i
rot the fucking

point, Margot,

That's what
happens when you
try to make
something.

You want it to
be so...perfect.
But everything you
\ dois just a betrays/
of your hopes for
the thing.

drive you
crazy!

? A don't paint 5
I get--

this way when
she starts a
new project.

Stuff
— comes out
| \ all wrong.
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The ScreaN The ultimate Ju i
_( by Edvard artistic meditation) i’
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D it!

not really a
dood time,

g " all my paint!
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all my &)
canvas! * ; \
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W N
TR

INe
to
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You're in
one of your
moods.

Can't you just
4o buy more?
You can put it
on my card.
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BONUS CONTENT:
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Wunderlich's

Story squares. T atch for

=~ one Dr. Peter Oldenburg { - N
at the Kinsville Center for —

oL
I A

| ;;'f'::en

/ ,
i

currently houses
thirteen students,
most between ages
eight and sixteen.
...all parents are
either unreachable or
recently deceased.

~ | gonna need |
acar. o
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"...we'll correct
every imperfection.”
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The open
eye looking out
from the
center.

Imperfection
Ppersonified.

There's a Two eyes,
single eye on the never open at
back of a one the same
dollar bill. time.

Everywhere
you look!

As if
heaven's
winking
at you.

Doctor Oldenburg
came in his costume
and told me not to
show up to class.

1 didn't
want anyone to
get hurt.

Costume.
Let me
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Nurse!
More medicine,
please.

If you're from the _
IRS, you can tell your \=— —
bosses what 1 told
the last quy:

Not so
shallow this
time.

Bill?
Bill Wunderlich?

I'm
Jjust here
to talk.

1 can't pay
income tax if T
don't Aave any

income.

Don't

think I'm
your type,
Fréulein.
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You teach
an art class,
Tuesdays and
Thursdays down
at the rec
center.

%& | % =

And on the
one day you decide
not to show up, all
of your students just
happen to rip their
tongues right out of /
their heads.

7 wich vk
this symbol
15.

..they
have eyes

averywhere.

I don't...
they never te//
you what the
symbol
means.

It's just
part of the

By ie o (S They never
education. i F tel/ you, but

somehow you
know.

Something you
learn during the
classes and the
lessons and the...
the tests.





