
	
		[image: cover]
	

	


	
		[image: image_2]
	


	
		[image: image_3]
	


	
		[image: image_4]
	


	
		[image: image_5]
	


	
		[image: image_6]
	


	
		[image: image_7]
	


	
		[image: image_8]
	


	
		[image: image_9]
	


	
		[image: image_10]
	


	
		[image: image_11]
	


	
		[image: image_12]
	


	
		[image: image_13]
	


	
		[image: image_14]
	


	
		[image: image_15]
	


	
		[image: image_16]
	


	
		[image: image_17]
	


	
		[image: image_18]
	


	
		[image: image_19]
	


	
		[image: image_20]
	


	
		[image: image_21]
	


	
		[image: image_22]
	


	
		[image: image_23]
	


	
		[image: image_24]
	


	
		[image: image_25]
	


	
		[image: image_26]
	


	
		[image: image_27]
	


	
		[image: image_28]
	


	
		[image: image_29]
	


	
		[image: image_30]
	


	
		[image: image_31]
	


	
		[image: image_32]
	


  		
			Contents

			
					Cover

		    		Start Reading

			

		
		
			
		    		Cover

		    		Start Reading

			

		
  	OEBPS/images/img_30.jpeg
INNOVATION: IMITATION OF LIFE!

...FOR THE T W Commy
HiaMORST, ST T 3 Swoaly
CONTAINED THE ) o Gl A e ]
FIRST MODERN 2/ W peadu .
T Gopy
canc el S
OUTCAULT'S THE y :-;\.:Jg /o
YELLOW KiFl: 4 3’”2;,“.{
i T )
AS HISTORIANS -
BILL BLACKBEARD 5
AND MARTIN

WILLIAMS WRITE,

THE K/0 EARNS

THIS DISTINCTION
BECAUSE:

“THE WHOLE POINT OF THE VALIDEVILLE GAG DEFENDED ON THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE KID AND THE PARROT, AND THAT WAS
THE FIRST TIME THIS HAD OCCURRED IN A GRAPHIC WORK WHICH ALSO MET THE OTHER PREREQLUISITES OF THE STRIP FORM."

SATIRICAL PICTURES IN PRINT IN AND OF THEMSELVES WERE NOTHING NEW. IN FACT,
THEY'RE NEARLY AS OLD AS THE PRINTING PRESS /TSELF, WHICH WAS INVENTED IN 1440.

THE ENGRAVING AT LEFT BY GERMAN PICTURES TALKING INSIDE THE
ARTIST ERHARD SCHON DEPICTING CONFINES OF WORD BALLOONS
RELIGIOUS REFORMER MART/IN WERE NOTHING NEW E/THER; AS
LUTHER AS THE LITERAL SEEN BELOW, 7HAT DEVICE HAD
INSTRUMENT OF SATAN 1S BEEN USED SINCE AT LEAST THE
BELIEVED TO BE THE F/RST POLITICAL 18TH CENTURY.
CARTOON... PUBLISHED IN THE

BUT WHILE PREVIOUS
"PROTO-COMICS” MAY HAVE

b WAD SUCCESSIVE

: IMAGES AND/OR

WHERE | D1LOGUE, OUTCAULT'S

ARE YOU 3 INNOVATION WAS TO

MERGE THE TWO

; TOGETHER INTO A

NARRATIVE CADENCE THAT

RENDERED A FACSIMILE OF
REAL LIFE AS IT WAS

LIVED BY HIS REAPER. ..

..-OR, AT THE VERY LEAST,
COPIED THE RAT-A-TAT,
BACK-AND-FORTH COMEDY
ROUTINES COMMON IN
THE VAUDEVILLE
THEATRE
OF THE DAY.






OEBPS/images/img_32.jpeg
_THE FOUR COLOR

VAN LENTE
DUNLAVEY
GUZOWSHI

70 BE CONTINGE IN.

---------------------------------------------------





OEBPS/images/img_31.jpeg
IT IS DIFFICHLT FOR US TO WRAP OUR BRAINS AROUND HOW REVOLUTIONARY
THIS CHANGE WAS, SINCE WE ALL GREW WP IN A WORLD ALREADY FULLY MAPE BY IT.

HERE WE'VE TRIED TO IMAGINE JUST UOW DJFF/CULT IT WOLILD BE TO

REPRODUCE THE MOST FAMOUS VAUDEVILLE ROUTINE OF ALL TIME N
THE STYLE OF COMICS, PRE-OUTCAULT...

"THEY SURE GIVE BALLPLAYERS FUNNY NAMES THESE DAYS”

“WHAT is
on SECOND”

“WIHO is
on FIRST"

“TOMORROW is [0
PITCHING”

-..IN WHICH A SERIES OF HUMOROUS PRAWINGS WERE ARRAYED ON A PAGE,
LINKED BY A S/M/LAR THEME, PERHAPS, BUT WITH NO NECESSARY
CONNECTION BETWEEN THEM.

THEY WERE NOT YET “"SEQUENT/AL" ART IN THE SENSE OF
THE TERM COINED BY THE LEGENDARY W/LL E/ISNER...





OEBPS/images/img_27.jpeg
THIS COMIC BOOK 15 A WORK

OF HISTORICAL LARSH/P.
HETORIEA Sedidesy
TRADEMARKS AND COPYRIGHTS OF THIRD
PARTIES, INCLLIDING. ANY TRADEMARKED
AND/OR COPRIGHTED CUARACTERS, ARE
REFERENCED OR REPRESENTED FOR
HISTORICAL, SCHOLARLY, AND EDLICATIONAL
ONLY OR, WHERE
APPLICABLE, THE PURPOSES OF

ALL TRADE NAMES,

*FAIR USE® PURPOSES
PARCDY AND/OR

FEATURES SYNDICATE,
INE. AND ™ HEARST
HOLDINGS, INC.

THE VIEWS AND OPINIONS
EXPRESSED IN THIS COMIC BOOK ARE
SOLELY THOSE OF FRED VAN LENTE
AND BYAN DUNLAVEY AND DO NOT
REFLECT THE VIEWS OR POSITIONS OF
THE OWNERS AND/OR PUBLISHERS OF
THE COMICS AND PRODLICERS OF
OTHER MEDIA WHICH ARE REFERRED
TO IN THIS COMIC BOOK.

NO SPONSORSHIP,
ENDORSEMENT OF
AFFILIATION BY OR WITH
THOSE THIRD PARTIES EXISTS
OR SHOULD BE IMPLIED,

AND BETTY BOOP ARE © KING
FEATLIRES SYNDICATE,
INC./FLEISCHER STUDIOS, INC.

AND ™ HEARST HOLDINGS,
INC./PLEIBCHER STURIOS, INC.

73

SUPERMAN, BLUE BEETLE,
ACTION COMICS, YOUNG
ROMANCE, THE SANDMAN (BOTH
VERSIONS), BOY COMMANDOS,
CAPTAIN CSHAZAMI) MARVEL,
WONDER WONAN, GREEN
LANTERN, FLAGH, BATMAN,
ROEIN, THE RIDDLER, THE ATOM,
ALFRED E. NEWMAN, MAD
MAGAZINE, THE DC BULLET, THE
BATNOBILE, GREEN ARROW, THE
JOKER, DARKSEID, LEX LUTHOR,
JMMY OLSEN, THE BOTTLE CITY
OF KANDOR, SLPERZUPERMAN,
SWAMP THING, BLACKHAWKS,
PLASTIC MAN, UR. MANHATTAN,
NITE OWL, CAPTAIN ATOM, THE
QUESTION, THE COMEDIAN,
PEACEMAKER, OZYMANDIAS,
THUNDERBOLT AND WATCHMEN
ARE ™ AND © DC COMICS.

A

ey .,

MAGAZINE
PUBLISH-
ERS INC.

THE SPIRIT 1S © AND

THE ESTATE OF

WILL EIENI l
=

™ THE TEE & CHARLES
ADDAMS FOUINDATION,

ARCHIE, BETTY, THE
SHIELD, THE BLACK
HOOD, THE COMET,

SEVEN DWARVES,

KA-ZAR, THE SUB-MARINER,
MICKEY MOLISE, S/LLY

GEN. *“THUNDERBOLT* ROSS,
THE FANTASTIC FOUR, THE THING,

SYMPHONIES, THE ROY THE SUPER
THREE LITILE PIGS, THE INVISIBLE WOMAN, BOY, JUGHEAD, MR
*WHO'S AFRAID OF MR, FANTASTIC, SPIDER-MAN, WITHERS, AND

THE B, BAD WOLF7". DR, OCTOPUS, THE HLILK, THOR, JOSIE AND THE

*STEAMBOAT WILLIE,” THE WATCHER, THE X-MEN, PUSSYCATS ARE
PINCECHIO, BAMBI, DR, STRANGE, DAREDEVIL, AND © ARCHIE
GOOFY, THUMPER, CAPTAN AMERICA, AVENGERS,

FLOWER AND IT'9 4 NICK FURY, GALACTUS,

SMALL WORLE ARE ™ THE SILVER SLIRFER, M.O.P.O.K,,
AND © THE WALT GHOST RIDER, TRON MAN,

DISNEY COMPANY. DR. DOOM, THE MARVEL *A%,
HOWARD THE DLICK, BLADE,
CAPTAIN BRITAIN, CAPTAN
MARVEL (THE GTHER ONEJ,
MARVELMAN, AND, OF COLRSE,
PATEY WALKER ARE ™ AND ©

MARVEL CHARACTERS, INC.

ATOWASTRO BOY, LEO,

JUNGLE EMPEROR, BLACK
JACK, HYDTAN TSUG!, DR.
TENMAN, DUKE RED, THE
PUHOENIX, HIGEOYAJI,
MELMO, PRINCESS KNIGHT
AND METROFOLIS ARE ™
AND © TEZUKA
PRODUCTIONS






OEBPS/images/img_26.jpeg
written by art by

Fred Van Lente  Ryan Dunlavey

colors by latters by

Adam Guzowski Fred Van Lente

edits by production design by publisher

Tom Waltz  Neil Oyetake  Ted Adams

O & Pub Greg Goldst
id Hedgecock, Editor-in-Chief » Laurie Windrow, Senior Vice P
Wood, VP of Marks Lorelei Bunies, VP of Digital Servi
VP of New Product Development

Facehook: facehook comvidwpublishing » Teitter: G@idwpublishing  YouTube: youtube.convidwpublishing

www.IDWPUBLISHING.com Tumtir: tumbiriwpublishing.com = Instagram: instagram.comyithwpublishing f Yo ﬁ

THE COMIC BOOK HISTORY OF COMICS #1. NOYEMBER 2016. © 2015 FRED VAN LENTE & RYAN DUNLAYEY. All Rights Reserved. © 2016 Idea and Design Works, LLC. All Rights Reserved. |DW Publishing, a division of Idea and

Design Works, LLC. Ediorlal offces: 2765 Trustun Road, San Diego, CA 3210 The 10W logo is registered In the U Patent and Trademark Office. Any silartes to persons Iving or tead are purely concidental. With the exception of
artwork used for review purposes, none of thg contents of tis publication may be reprintad without the perission ofIdea and Design Works, LLE. Prited In Korea.
1DW Publishing does not read or accept unsolicited submissions of deas, stories, o artwork






OEBPS/images/img_29.jpeg
...SOMEBODY TRIED TO KILL THE KING OF SPAIN ...AN ACCUSED BURGLAR NAMED JAMES SWEENEY
BY LAYING DYNAMITE IN FRONT OF THE ROYAL SLIPPED THROLGH THE BARS OF HIS CELL AND WALKED
LOCOMOTIVE AS IT CHUGGED TOWARD MADPR/D... OUT OF THE BROOKLYN JAIL WHERE HE HAD BEEN
AWAITING TRIAL...
(THE GOVERNMENT BLAMED
INDEPENDENCE-MINDED CUBANS.) (MUST BE HOW HE GOT INTO

HIS VICTIMS' HOMES SO EASILY.)

-..AND WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST
| . PUBLISHED THE FIRST ISSLIE OF THE
...IN BUPAPEST, DUE TO AN LUNACCOLINTABLE AMERICAN HUMORIST, A COLOR SUPPLEMENT TO THE

BLUNDER BY VIS OPPONENT, A DR. NOA WON HIS NEW YORK JOURNAL THAT FEATURED SOMETHING THAT HAD
MATCH IN THE ;}E{N‘rg;@urqg N%‘ ‘El'HE INTERNATIONAL NEVER BEEN SEEN BEFORE...
Tou NT...
& ...SOMETHING THAT WOULD CHANGE THE LIVES
(THOUGH MR. CHAROUSEK REMAINED IN THE LEAD.) OF EVERY SINGLE PERSON HOLDING THIS BOOK, EVEN

THOUGH NO ONE, NOT EVEN HEARST H/MSELF,
SUSPECTED IT AT THE TIME...





OEBPS/images/img_28.jpeg
1€ @ AND ™ HANK
KETCHUM
ENTERPRISES, INC.

DICK TRAZY 1S ©® AND ™
TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC.

UDGE
s @ & ™ REBELLION
PEVELOPMENTS LTD.

KORS/ 15 ™ & &
CHRISTIAN SLADE

PERSEFOLIS |16 ™ & ©
MARJIANE SATRAPY

ANY OM/SS/ION OR
INCORRECT INFORMATION
SHOULD BE TRANSMITTER TO
THE PUBLISHER SO IT CAN BE
RECTIFIED IN ANY FUTURE
EDITION OF THE MATERIAL
CONTAINED HEREIN.

KRAZY KAT, TGNATZ, SGT.

SNORKEL & GEN. HALFTRACK TINTIN & MILOU C"SNOWY™)
FEATURES

ARE TM AND © CASTERMAN,
BELGILM.

FRITZ THE CAT, MR, NATURAL,
FLAKEY FOONT, SNOI,
ANGELFOOD MCSFARE, "KEEF
ON TRUCKIN'Y ARE TM AND ©

SPARNIG B & ™
TOPD MACFARLANE

ANU © GARTH ENNIS &
STEVE DILLON

TEENAGE MUTANT
NINJA TURTLES |S
TM AND © VIACOM
INTERNATIONAL ING;
ALL RIGHTS >
RESERVED.

ZGEYIS ™ & @ ZIGGY
AND FRIENDS, INC.

WIZARD
5™g @
THE ESTATE

THE FAMILY
DOG TINE ©
ANBLIN
TELEVISION,
INC. AND
LNNERSAL
CITY STUDIOS,

CAPTAIN VICTORY & WE
GALACTIC RANGERS |6 ™ 6 &
THE ESTATE OF JACK KIRBY

GREETINGS GEEK HISTORY FANS!

THANK YOU FOR CHECKING OUT THIS 4
BRAND NEW EDITION OF THE COMIC BOOK HISTORY

OF COMICS. MANY THANKS TO OLR PALS AT IOW,

AND PARTICULAR COLORIST APAM GUZOWSKS, FOR

DOING SUCH A GREAT JOB WITH THIS, THE

OPFPORTUNITY TO BRING BACK WHAT WAS ORIGINALLY
NAMED (IN FRUSTRATINGLY GOOGLE-FROOF FASHION)
COMIC BOOK COMICS IN FLOPPY FORM ALLOWED US TQ
NOT JUST CORRECT AND UFDATE THE MATERIAL, BUT APD
SOME WHOLE NEW STORIES -- INCLUDING THE "HERSTORY
OF COMICS" FEATURE, ABOUT IMPORTANT WOMEN COMICS
CREATORS.,

ENJTQY! AND IF YOU HAVE ANY CORRECTIONS OR
QUESTIONS OR PRAISE OR COMPLAINTS, SEND 'EM TO
US@ACTIONPHILOSOPHERS, COM.

SEE YOU IN THE FUNNY PAPERS!

-~ FRED & RYAN

THE FABLLOUS FURRY
FREAK BROTHERS ARE
TM AND © GILBERT
SHELTON.

MAUS IS @ & ™
ART SPIEGELMAN

TRASHMAN |5 ™ AND
@ SPAN (AK/A
MANUIEL RODRIGUEZ)

ZIPPY THE PINHEAD
15 ™ AND @
BILL GRIFFITH






OEBPS/images/img_12.jpeg
But 3 more Leo died,
accurate way to phra but the worlds
it would be: we're within he made did

8 persisting Da Vinci, that cranky
event. bastard, created the world

of La Gioconda-the Mora
Lisa-at a specific place and
time in history.

N

It's like 8 dream.
All the colors, the
textures...

Poor
Miss Lisa.
She'll never
smile again.

different.

This is one of
countless very res/ and
very important places,
all made by geniuses
and madmen.

Some call =
it mspiration, or

The Composition,
or A Good

But I've
always preferred
The Electric

something's

wrong with
x iy

our art's
sick.






OEBPS/images/img_6.jpeg





OEBPS/images/img_11.jpeg
¢ We're walking
through La Giornconds,

Director Breslin. - THT - =3
7 't | \ 4 \ if you want to
= be crude about

it

inside the
Mona Lisa?,






OEBPS/images/img_7.jpeg
KEY OF DREAMS
—.—
Chapter 2





OEBPS/images/img_14.jpeg
Like T said on
the phone: public art
class. "Make like Matisse” or
some such flowery nonsense.
Seven dead, one
survivor.

The rest,

It's like
fucking Pollock

N i
7 q{‘" and take a look
W Far yourself.

4 suggest you
IS, hold on to your
¢\ breakfast.

—— Maybe
it all ba

=

& I

\

e go l
ckward

7

I've got
ki 5,
[ E°Y

— Maybe the salient thing
about The Electric Sublime||l

ybe it's that the space
inside the canvas seemed

unbearably, unmistakably

While the
real world... | *






OEBPS/images/img_4.jpeg





OEBPS/images/cover.jpeg
dked VRLIME






OEBPS/images/img_13.jpeg
It's no
wonder people
are going
crazy.

The Electric
Sublime's in pain,
beep ba-deep
buzz buzz.






OEBPS/images/img_5.jpeg





OEBPS/images/img_10.jpeg
Everything seems
different, everything
seems wrong.

Whatever I eat tastes
bland and completely
watered down.

The world seems somehow
less vibrant, like the dia/s
have been cranked backwards
from ten to two...






OEBPS/images/img_8.jpeg
rgec:

This is
amazing work,

I'm calling
it "A Study in

\ t's...
,—q“ gs’ _
\
| AR

| (|
v |

dimple-chinned [
prick from my Kate says \
MFA? . he just sold 2
- __ piece to Lehman for |

forty thousand —+—.
__ doflars. Farty\‘

i grand!
3’ ! )|

those and maybe ‘
we could afford a
place with a guest

Tell that
to the galleries.
Three rejections
so far.






OEBPS/images/img_9.jpeg
What did
we talk about?
Patience.

You'll get
there.

| Ha!
“You'll get
there."

I love you,
but you can really be
an insufferable cunt
sometimes.

seem to suffer
it just fine.

| ( Hm.

7 Ive got

Breakfast?

some work to )
do.






OEBPS/images/img_2.jpeg
W. MAXWELL PRINCE MARTIN MORAZZO

Writer Artist

MAT LOPES GOOD OLD NEON

Colors Letters

TOM WALTZ TED ADAMS
Editor Publisher

For nteratonal igts,
please contact lizensing@idwpublishing.cam

Ted Adams, CEO & Publisher

® | Greg Goldtsin, Pre: &% G Facebook: facebook.com/idwpublishing ’

Robbie Robbing, EVP/Sr. Graphic Artist )
Chrig Shief i ficer/Editor-in-Chief Twitter: @idwpublishing

2 s & Marketing .
Matthew Ruzicka, GPA, Chiaf Finan YouTube: youtube.com/idwpublis|
Dirk Wood, VP of Marketin .
Lorelei Bunjss, VP of Digita) S Tumblr: tumblr.idwpubl g.com

hing

www.IDWPUBLISHING.com | j&/ner  elpeens Instagram: instagram.com/idwpubl

THE ELEGTRIG SUBLIME #2. NDVEMBER 2015, FIRST PRINTIHE. © 2015 1, Watvel| Prince and artn Morazz, © 2015 ldea and Dsign Works, LLG. A Rigs Reserved. 10V Publsing  dvion fIdea amd Dsign iorks, LLE. Etoral fies: 2185 Trustun Road, San Diegp,
CAS2NIS The DV logo i registered i the . Patent and Trademark Office. Ay it o pesons ing o dead ae purly coincidental Wt the excepton f artwrk used forrevew urposes, rone of the conterts oftis ublcation may be reprited it hout the permisson
of dea and Desin Wiorks, LLE. Prined i Korea.

10 Pubishing does o read oraccept ursisied submissionsof ieas,sories, o arbaor.






OEBPS/images/img_3.jpeg





OEBPS/images/img_23.jpeg
Now, Dylan, I'm
going to show you
some pictures,
okay?

And T want
you to tell me

what you

What about

A birdie.

What about
this one? What






OEBPS/images/img_22.jpeg





OEBPS/images/img_25.jpeg
_THE FouR COLOR

VAN LENTE
DUNLAVEY
GUZOWSKI






OEBPS/images/img_24.jpeg





OEBPS/images/img_21.jpeg
My father used to say -
S| that there are a million

eing.

But 'm starting to a ! : woke l‘-'P_:_Snd

think he was right. , he's






OEBPS/images/img_20.jpeg
Now,

Ah, ves,
where were thace

We came out of a
painting in Inny’s






OEBPS/images/img_19.jpeg





OEBPS/images/img_16.jpeg
But T need
you to tell me
| everything, in as

much detail as

had a substitute today.

He said Mr. Wunderlich )

was sick with
the flu.

This new guy,
he was...weird.
Like of#, you

The kind of
person that makes
you nervous, but
you're not sure

why?

I'man
accountant.
Associate
level.

I...T enter
numbers into
spreadsheets

It gets
50 boring,
you Know?,

He put a L
painting on the \
easel. 1 tried not |
to look at it...

And he ™\
asked the class:
*Do you know
what Matisse

that painters %
must begin by
cutting out their

My mother
told me T
should take
3 class.

"8pice things up,”
she said. "stay
stimulated.”

out about
this one in a
brochure.

iked Matisse. And
it was free.

Oh, my god.
They did it.
T watched them
all do it!

And our
instructor, Mr.
Wunderlich. He was so,
just, kind.

He didn't
care how bad
Iwas. )

really an artist.
But T like painting...

SHIt.






OEBPS/images/img_15.jpeg





OEBPS/images/img_18.jpeg
Like cancer,
but more
creative.

Ms. Breslin,

if you'd please F h
stand behind my th?,f;':::é’oé
%

Nothing.
Did T not
charge this
thing?






OEBPS/images/img_17.jpeg
And I'm
seven feet and
six inches in
height.

men, that guy

dressed like
Warhol...

is present,
afrter all.

Forgive me
in advance for
e, my stern stone,
30, what, Ms. Breslin, but T
you're sane am pot a
inside The Electric
h

Sublime? x Iama

5 fully posable, highly Yoy
f!]l And your ‘ : arti:Zlated wooden

i dol/ grows to manrequi

bunch. And
completely out
of their

I'm relieved you've
dropped the whole

questions are

better left
unasked.






