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Humanity has built civilizations,
culture, distinct and individual lives...
But what if that isn't the right track?

A powerful psychic being that once controlled
one-third of the world's population as a part of its
hivemind has returned to New York City to take back
confrol and finally right the destiny of mankind. Annie
McHale, the sharp, young assistant o the director of the

FBI, might be the only one who can save humanity, but “Pulled in right

at a terrible, terrible cost. away...this book really
grabbed me..."

Collecting the complete run of the critically acclaimed —Major Spoilers

comic series, James Tynion IV (Detective Comics, The
Woods) and Eryk Donovan (Memetic, The House In
The Wall) team up for this psychic action thriller,
precariously positioned on the edge of
outright apocalypse.

“"Cognetic stands
alone, giving familiar sci-fi
and horror themes a fresh

Mission Impossible twist with
a fascinating arc and eerie
illustrations.”
—Newsarama

"The combination of
big ideas and well-drawn
characters makes for a great
read on many levels."
—Comic Book Resources
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SIR...SOMETHING'S
HAPPENING.

HONESTLY,
'RE NOT
ENTIRELY
SURE WHAT
IS,

HAPPENING.
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SEVEN FIGURES
A YEAR. FATALIST,

IT WAS D\FFERENT N MOTHER RUSSIA
MY TIME. WAS HIDING UNDER
THE BAD GUY EACH OF OUR BEDS, AND
ONE DF us, We ALL sAT IN WE'D CHECK FOR HER
E HA EVERY NIGHT WITH THE
THE SAME AGENDA. PISTOL LOADED.

‘IT WAG FREE[NG: THAT

IT WAS ALL COLOR.*
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What a catch! This past Saturday 2
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the largest fish in Mantoloking
1998. The fish in question cam
18.2 pounds, beating previou
holder Cole Beesley's 17.8
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The Apocalypse. Since as long as
humanity has had consciousness and
self-awareness, we have told each
other tales of the end. Personally, |
think this comes from a deep-seated
need to explain mortality to ourselves,
and cope with the harsh realities that
life may throw our way. It's dealt with
in almost every religion on the face
of the planet, dealt with in the fear-
mongering of politicians and talking
heads on television, and in pop-
culture of every imaginable form.
The knowledge that life is fleeting and
everything will come to an end for us
is something that we all have to face
in some way. We choose to accept
it, reject it, or ignore it. | think in telling
stories  about horific  possibilities,
we learn to accept mortality--our
smallness—and come to terms with
it. Oftentimes we also learn a little
bit about ourselves through our
intellectual interaction with these
tales, and it is my sincere hope that
Cognetic is giving you reason for
thought and contemplation.

James and | are attempting to tell
you an apocalyptic tale that is both
thriling and disturbing, sharp and
palatable, and exciting as it is scary.
Many apocalyptic tales deal with
horror of the body, terrible rips and
tears in flesh from the world around
us. These are facets of Cognetic,
and Memetic before it, but we want
to tell you tales of terror in the mind.
Something that digs deeper than just
the surface of our skin, rather, into the
very core of who we think we are. This
concept is part of what fascinates me
about the wonderful stories James
has written, and | hope my inks brings
these to life in your head.

| hope you have been enjoying the
ride. Things are going to get crazy from
here, and we aim to end this series
on a scale that neither of us has ever
attempted. Thank you for picking up
this crazy horror book of ours. | hope
it brings you joy along with terror, and
laughs with the screams.

Thanks for reading.

Eryk Donovan
2015
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George Francis @CAPTAIN_FLYBO,
Okay youngster, if you're going to be an a
about playing Pokemon cards, you should «
know the original 151

George Francis @CAPTAIN_FLYBOY - Oct 9
DID YOU GUYS SEE THAT?! Oh my god. | need to
watch every episode again from scratch.

George Francis @CAPTAIN_FLYBOY - Oct
I think | am going to get every Miyazaki cha’
tattooed on my arm. | can’t decide on one
TOO HARD

» 12 likes

captainflyboy How is this my real life?! #inkwell

4d a comment
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JAMES TYNION IV: Holy cow, we did it again.
We ended the world for the second time! What
kind of monsters ARE we?

ERYK DONOVAN: We are the worst of monsters.
Eating minds and taking hearts. Or is it the
other way around?

J1: Probably some kind of combination of the
two.

ED: Yeah definitely. It's incredible to be able
to do stories like this, something different and
cool, and not only have a great publisher
support us in it, but have great readers behind
it as well.

JT: It really is something. | know that we had
talked from the very first days of working
on Memetic about doing a trilogy, three
completely different standalone apocalypses,
but it was very different going into Cognetic,
| found. Ending the world is easy, but ending
the world a second time and making sure it's
dynamic and surprising, cutting into the kind of
material we're both passionate about without
doubling down on things we've already said...
It was tough!

Did you find the process of re-entering an
apocalyptic mindset was different the second
fime around?

ED: Yeah, | totally agree. | did find it different
in a few ways, one being that sense of not
wanting to echo myself, but secondly because
Cognetic follows numerous characters who
share the same consciousness, and how |
wanted to depict that.

There were quite a few characters who were
only on a few pages but played a big role,
and the challenge of how to make them both
memorable but also sfill look like they fit as part
of an overarching whole. Looking back over it
all | feel accomplished in that.

JT: It was the same on the writing side, knowing
that | couldn't rely on the reader to follow the
progression of the story through a single body.
There was the lettering, sure, and that idea
came with the whole concept right at the
start... But personality mattered in a way I've
never really dealt with before in any other story.
It was fascinating sitting down and writing it,
because the different human bodies, the shells
of the humans that were involved, became
meaningless in a way. Meaningless in the same
way these conquering forces, Red and Blue,
must have seen them.

ED: Yeah, exactly. Each person s just a tool, not
a unique individual.

JT: We spent a lot of time in our first back-and-
forth at the end of Memetic talking about the
nature of apocalypses, and then we did our
little essays in each issue of this book, but |
wanted to ask you directly... What do you think
we were able to express about the feeling
of the world ending this time around that we
hadn't done in Memetic?

(I have an answer, but | am being a jerk and
asking you first :P)

ED: So with both Memetic and Cognetic we
dedlt with apocalypses of the mind. Memetic
was an idea that essentially wiped away the
persondlity of the people who saw it, which
is really terrifying because it's so impersonal.
Cognetic, though, is about something so
powerful that it can impose its will upon you
and literally annihilate everything about you,
and absorb you into its consciousness. Both
fouch on different fears we have as humans,
but for me personally, the idea of an imposing
will is much more terrifying.

JT: How so2
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ED: | think for me the idea that you are forced
into doing something that “you" wouldn't do...
being something or someone that you aren't
because of someone else forcing you into it is
just awful. When it's something like the Good
Times Sloth or a zombie virus, because it's less
personal it's less scary to me. It's not so much a
will as it is an instinctual reaction to the stimulus.

Like...the sloth meme was created by
someone/something but the people weren't
directly controlled through that, much like
with a zombie virus. There is no entity behind
it. But in Cognetic there is something willful
and aware behind each and every one of the
thralls, and forcing people out of their bodies
and spreading through without a care.

JT: For me the connective tissue between the
two stories so far is the loss of individuality.
The idea that what will end us as a species is
a moment where we cease being separate
beings and become one larger force of wil
where individudlity, creativity, etc. all stop
mattering. They are apocalypses of sameness,
which terifies me upwards and downwards
aond all around-wards. | have a bit of an
ego, and this taps into that pretty directly...
But the ego is where Cognetic is different to
me. | absolutely think from time to time that
the world would be a better place if | could
just control what people did. If | could make
their decisions, they would make the RIGHT
decisions... The issue is, af the end of it, they'd
stop being themselves... And the terrifying
thing is, if | was Red, or Blue, and | did tcke
control over the entire world, | would be
COMPLETELY alone. All of the individual people
who define me and my life and help make me
ahuman being would straight-up stop existing,
and | would be standing there, the last thinking
being on our planet.

That's sort of the fiipside of where Memetic
ends. Memefic ends with an active decision
to join in on the apocalypse, letting yourself

become part of a universal human moment
and how that can feel so powerfully good.

But Cognetic is the opposite. There is no active
decision for the average person. You are being
MADE a part of something, and ultimately that
something is no better than you are, no more
capable of doing it. It's unfair. It's cruel. And
it's lonely.

ED: Yeah, and that loneliness is a real fear as
well. It's something | think a lot about with
Blue... Like if he succeeds in everything, who
would he have to talk to but himself It's
ultimate blind hubris.

That loss of individudlity is scary in both senses
as well, and there are times | can definitely
identify with that “if they would just do as |
do” feeling. Much like you, | take pride in my
individuality and my ability to make choices
and take actions, and losing that to someone
is an ultimate fear.

JT: Yeah. It's messed up! | mean, obviously it
bothers both of us, because we've dlready
done TWO apocalypses that explore that line
of thinking in different ways, and we 're already
talking about a third one that will explore it in
an entirely NEW way.

ED: Definitely! It's something I've been mulling
around in my head a lot in the past month
or two. | think finding new ways to delve into
the deepest fears we have makes for great
horror. Not just in being grossed out or shocked
(though | hope | can do that as well with the
art), but to really twist that knife into the heart
of the fear, and have it linger in the mind long
after the story is over.

JT: Yeah, that's exactly what | want as well. The
lasting horror. The sinking feeling after you've
read something that just doesn't go away.

And hopefully that's just what this story did.
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| was sixteen years old the first time |
ended the world.

It was my junior year of high school
and for the first ime ever, | had been
asked to write a piece of fiction for
school credit. I'd written plenty of
stories before, but they had always
been for myself, not something | could
show off and have evaluated. | knew
| wanted to do something extreme,
something nobody in the class would
even think to do. | wanted to write a
story in which every single successive
paragraph took a left turn from what
the reader might expect, and level
the conflict up bit by bit. It started with
a teenage girl, who hadn't found a
date for prom, and it ended with the
nuclear annihilation of the United
States of America.

It is not, I'm sorry to say, a very good
story. There was a hot second where
| thought maybe I'd see if we could
throw that here in the backmatter,
but sixteen-year-old James had some
feelings and maybe those feelings

are best kept trapped on my hard
drive. But it's funny how often that
story comes back to me. I'm proud
that | decided to go strange and
genre and a bit experimental when
it would have been easy to turn in a
two-page story of a couple of friends
sitting in a car talking about nothing,
but it's more the core conceit. The
idea of unrelenting escalation, taking
a tiny moment, a tiny fear and
magnifying it piece by piece until the
world falls apart.

The first thing you think of when you
hold a fictional world in your hands
is how easy it would be to destroy it.
Maybe that's just me. But | don't think
itis.

Escalation is so key in fiction,
heightening mundane elements to
an extreme... A low-key example is
Buffy the Vampire Slayer, where the
everyday ftrials of high school and
college are magnified into huge high
concept melodrama. Buffy sleeps
with Angel and he literally loses his
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soul and becomes a monster. That's
good stuff. Quality escalation. But
the real kicker is when you take it to
the absolute logical end. When you
take it all the way to the literal end of
the world. And when that little kernel
is a deep-seated cultural fear, you
hit the sweet spot that | love so very
much. You hit Apocalyptic Horror.

When Eryk Donovan and | created
Memetic, | had my first real chance
to end the world since high school.
We tapped into what | feel is one
of the most basic cultural fears
right now, the thought that ideas
can spread so quickly online that
we no longer know whether those
thoughts are helpful or hurtful until
they've dlready made the impact
they're going to make on the world.
We ended the world with a single
picture posted online of a strange
sloth and a 3D spiral, but it was in the
expression of that apocalypse that
| found our next one... It was a little
piece of the whole of Memetic, the
idea that we aren't actually made to

be individuals—that our individuality
is ultimately meaningless in the big
picture—that really coalesced into
the story you're reading today.

Cognetic is an apocalypse of the
mind, an apocalypse that takes us
to the end of human individuality, as
these incredibly powerful hiveminds
battle in New York City. It's one of
the most insane things I've ever
written, and with it, | think I've finally
outdone my high school self in terms
of exponential escalation in a horror
story. Seriously, if any of you think
you know how this is going to end, |
promise you that you are wrong.

Welcome to the end of the world.
I hope you enjoy the ride.

James Tynion IV
2015





