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Drawing by Emma Neath, Aged 23

Jamie McKelvie is an artist and writer who
you probably know from his collaborations
with Kieron Gillen, PHONOGRAM and
YOUNG AVENGERS. He does other stuff, too,
like this book you’re holding right now.

Follow his amazing adventures at
http://www.jamiemckelvie.com
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and meddling parents. So when Astrid Johnson has to deal
with imaginary friends turned real, monster attacks and faerie
magic as well - that’s just not fair, is it?

This volume collects all four issues of the critically acclaimed
mini-series from the co-creator of PHONOGRAM. -

“One of the major new talents of the decade.”
WARREN ELLIS (Fell, Transmetropolitan, Planetary)
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WASTING MY
TIME.

NOW GET
THE FUCK
OouT OF MY
GARDEN,

THAT
WAS QUITE THE
PERFORMANCE,
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0O you

HAVE AN
EMBRACE
FOR YOUR
MOTHER?

I'VE
MISSED YOU
MY WHOLE LIFE
AND DION'T
EVEN KNOW,

WE KNOW, T
REGRET THAT YOU
HAVE HAD TO 8E
WITHOUT US UNTIL
NOW.

REALLY. IT
DOESN'T MATTER
NOW, DOES IT?
I 6ET TO €O
HOME.

LET US
PREPARE FOR
THE JOURNEY.

AND THERE IS A
FITTING WELCOME AWAITING
YOU IN FAERIE. THE WHOLE
YOU HAVE  COURT IS READY TO GREET
GROWN INTO A THEIR NEW PRINCESS.
FINE YOUNG

T HAVE
8ROUEGHT WITH ME
MY HANDMAIDEN. SHE
WILL INSTRUCT YOU
= OH WOW, T ON MATTERS OF
A CAN'T WAIT/ ETIQUETTE.
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YOour
SCHOOLING WILL
BEGIN SHORTLY

AFTER OUR
RETURN.

:' OF COURSE,
IT WILL JUST HAVE

TO 8E THE BASICS

7

SORRY - WHAT?

NO, CHILD,
MY DEAR CHILD,

THERE IS MUCH FOR THE ROYAL

YOU TO LEARN! YOU OUTFITTERS ALSO
ARE A PRINCESS NOW. WAIT FOR US, SO
YOU CANNOT EXPECT THAT YOU MAY
TO ACT IN THE MANNER BE DRESSED
YOU HAVE ACQUIRED IN APPROPRIATELY.

THIS WORLD,

DONT I

GET A SAY /30 THAT N

IN - METAL IN
youe Lip
MUST €O.
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DAUGHTER,
AT LONG
LAST,
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S5OMEBODY
GET THAT
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THE LONGER
IT TAKES ME TO
FIND YOU..,

..THE MORE
THIS IS 60IN& TO

&y : NG
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[ AL
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‘
4
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2
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OU'RE
NOT DOING
YOURSELF
FAVOURS
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OH DEAR.
CONFUSED? UPSET?
WONDERING HOW T
COULD POSSIBLY

ESCAPE THE PRISON
YOU PUT ME IN?
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HONESTLY, T
WOLLLD FIND IT TEOIOUS
TO EXPLAIN, WHY DON'T
JUST PICK LP WHERE WE
LEFT OFF?
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IS THAT SO?
OHO. T WONDER
WHO THAT MIGHT 8E.
NOT MY DEAR
SISTER, SURELY.

SHE'S NOT DUE
FOR AN APPEARANCE
FOR SEVERAL DAYS
YET. SHE IS SLICH A
STICKLER FOR
TRADITION.

WE... FAILED
TO CAPTURE
HER, YOLIR
MAJESTY.

THEY HAD
HELP, YOUR
MAJESTY.

ONE OfF
YOUR KIND,

VERY WELL/!

IF THE STAKES
ARE TO 8E
RAISED, T THINK IT
IS TIME TO STEP
OuT OF THE
SHADOWS
MYSELF,
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WILL YOU TWO STOP BEING
DICKHEADS? IT'S LIKE HAVING
THREE MOTHERS.

ANYWAY, TIME
FOR MY CAREERS
ADVICE THING.

"ADVISED"

ME TO 60O
INTO THE
POLICE.

MAYBE...
MAYBE T'LL DIE
IN A HORRIFIC
ACCIDENT FIRST?
YOU'LL HAVE THAT WOULD
TO FACE HER 8E 600D.
ONE DAY.
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NOW THEN - I'M HERE TO
HELP YOU THINK ABOUT WHAT
YOU MIGHT LIKE TO DO WHEN

YOU LEAVE SCHOOL.

I SEE. WELL, WITH YOUR
PREDICTED A-LEVEL RESULTS
THOSE ARE B8OTH POSSIBLE. AND

WHAT WERE YOU THINKING OF
DOING AFTER UNIVERSITY?

WHERE WOULD THOSE
COURSES LEAD YOU?

I WANT
TO BE IN
MusicC.
IN A
BAND.

I SEE.

I MUST WARN YOU
A CAREER IN MUSIC
ISN'T FEASIBLE.
IT'S VERY RARE
ANYONE MAKES A
LIVING DOING IT.

I'M SORRY. I'M
AFRAID I DON'T HAVE
ANY LITERATURE HERE

ON A CAREER IN
MUSIC, IN ANY CASE.

‘

T THINK
WE NEED TO
CONSIDER
THINGS A
8IT MORE
REALISTICALLY.

HAVE YOU
CONSIDERED A
CAREER IN LOCAL
GOVERNMENT...?

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT
WHAT UNIVERSITY COURSE
YOU'D LIKE TO DO?

MM,
YEAH. T
SUPPOSE
ENELISH
ORrR MUSIC,
MAYBE?

MM, NO.
NOT REALLY.
MUSIC JOURNALISM

MAYBE?
suT

DEFINITELY
MusIC.
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NOT &OIN&

OHT TOPRw I'D SPEND A DAY

WITH MY TWO ﬁ‘é@ Jr\?;
FAVOLIRITE ELIN
PARENTS. 7

N
SURE YOU IT'S A LOVELY DAY,
DON'T WANT WE COULD 60 FOR A
TO 60 OuT? WALK ON THE HILLS.

NO, THANKS.
I JUST WANT TO
HAVE A LAZY DAY

I SEE.
WOULDON'T

B8E SEEN DEAD HAS ANYONE
WITH THE ' EVER TOLD

PARENTS, N YOU YOU'RE A
JERK, DAD?

YOouR
MOTHER.
FREQUENTLY.
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CONVERSATION
ANOTHER TIME

OK, SO..
. MAYBE WE CAN
CONTINUE OUR

.ha
g}
938
WOQ

QL
Cwd
afa
OHQ
OH:H
Gom

WHAT ARE YOU
WO CONSPIRING
YEAH,

I'M FINE.

I HEARD ABOUT
WHAT HAPPENED
AT THE PARTY.

T

ANYTHING
SINCE
WHATEVER.
HOW ARE YOU
FEELING NOW?

o

> 4

.NOT SEEN
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SOMEBODY...
THEY'VE GONE.

T THINK THEY
SAVED US.

YEAH, REALLY...
COOL SHOES.

COME ON.
LET'S GET BACK TO
YOUR PLACE.

T DUNNO.
ALL T cOuLo
SEE WAS
THEIR SHOES.
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——

HI, DAD.
CAN YOU COME
PICK ME UP?

HANKS.
w WHAT'S
GOING ON? IT'S
LIKE.. THIS IS ALL
COMING OUT OF

MY HEAD.

I'VE DREAMT
ABOUT THEM.

ALL THESE
THINGS T DREAMED
AND THEY'RE
CRAWLING OUT OF
MY HEAD AND...

You pIp

SEE THEM? WHAT?

OF COURSE!

&0D.
I FEEL LIKE
I'M GOING
INSANE.

I SAW THEM TOO. COME ON. WE'LL STICK  T'LL CALL 'ROLUND
IT'S OK... WELL, TOGETHER LUINTIL WE FOR YOU IN THE
IT'S6 NOT. FIGURE THIS OUT, MORNING, WALK
YOU TO SCHOOL.

8UT I SAW

THEM. I DID.
IT'S NOT IN YOUR
HEAD, T SWEAR.
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I'M NOT
| Leavine you,
f\. YOU KNO8!

GOING ON?
DAVE/
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you
WOULDN'T THINK
ME EXCESSIVELY GIRLY
IF T SCREAM, WOULD
you?r
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WHATEVER,
ANYWAY, ONE
WAS LIKE A
POKEMON OR
SOMETHING,
AND THE
OTHER WAS A
MARIONETTE.

MARIONETTES
ARE CREEPY,

S50 IN
THE DREAM THEY
HAD TURNED UP AGAIN, OK, THAT IS
AND WERE TELLING ME THEY WEIRD.
WERE REAL, AND THAT I'D MADE
THEM OR SOMETHING. AND WENT
INTO THIS WHOLE THING ABOUT
HOW THEY COULD SHOW UP
AGAIN BECAUSE SOME 8l
MAGIC THING IS5 ABOUT
TO HAPPEN,

OH
MAN, IT WAS
COMPLETELY
MENTAL, RIGHT -
WHEN I WAS A
KIO T HAD THESE
IMAGINARY
FRIENDS.

you'o
HATE THIS
ONE EVEN
MORE, IT

MOVED
WITHOUT
STRINGS,
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ASTRID. AFTER
THAT PARTY OF
YOURS IT REEKS
OF SMOKE., SOMEONE
WAS SMOKING CIGARS
8Y THE SMELL OF IT.
I'M NOT VERY HAPPY
ABOUT THAT, YOU
KNOW. PEOPLE YOUR
AGE SHOULON'T

HI DEAR.

THAT 8LACK AND
BLUE TOP OF YOURS,
DOES IT HAVE ANY
SPECIAL WASHING
INSTRUCTIONS?

NO,
I DON'T THINK
S0,

8uT I...
YEAH, YEAH,
THEY WERE. IT'S
PRETTY 6ROSS,
THANKS,

DAVE. T
DIDN'T WEAR
IT TO THE
PARTY,

!"" yOU DION'T

(7 WHAT'S WRONG?
YOU'VE GONE
PALE.
1 ]

HOW
CAN IT SMELL
OF CIGARS WHEN
THAT WAS A
DREAM?

ASTRID,
COME ON, YOU'RE
NOT MAKING
SE..

OK, I'M
JUST 60ING
TO PUT IN
THE WASH

DREAM... ONE
OF THEM SMOKED
CIGARS, AND HE
WENT TO SLEEP
ON THAT
SHIRT,

IT NEED
IT?

DAVE...

YOU KNOW MY
8LUE AND 8LACK TOP,
WITH THE STRIPES?
MUM SAID SHE NEEDS
TO WASH IT BECAUSE
IT SMELLS OF CleAR
SMOKE FROM THE
PARTY.
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LOOK AT ALL
THAT STUFF.
COME ON/
) &9
0 U

THIS PLACE IS
m\ AWESOME.

4

60D LOOK

Htseqa0amN);

'-.‘
9

OH
AVE
TH
Y ¢
55— | " ¢
‘ﬁ‘( ’ L
JUST THAT? ‘ 4 ‘
T'M BUYING PRETTY , 50
u . s
MUCH EVERYTHING YOU LIKE

OH, EXCEPT THAT. T THIS g
] PLACE IS MY LITTLE

AWESOME. \ STORE?
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AUBREY! YOou TwWO
THIS 1S YOUR KNOW gACH
] OTHER?

M THIS

ALIBREY, gUT \( PLACE IS
I THINK YOU |\ AWESOME.

60T THAT.

YEAH, ALL
MINE. WELL, THE YEAH,
BANK MANAGER I WASN'T

MIGHT LIKE TO SURE HOW YOU

STAKE A CLAIM FELT UNTIL YOU

TOO. ™~ ¢ SAID IT THREE
TIMES.

YOU MOCK
DAVE TOO! OK,
YOU PASS THE

TEST.

YOU KNOW 5@
IT'S 158 OFF | SHUT Up!
EVERYTHING I'M PERFECTLY
THIS OPENING 3 2 CAPABLE OF
WEEKEND, f CONTROLLING
/ MY SPENDING
URGES.

OH

< P
NOOOO,

DON'T TELL

HER THA

A SHORT WHILE LATER...

YOU'RE
S5O MY MUM,
YOU KNOW
THAT, DON'T
you?
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OK. WHY
DID YOU HAVE TO COME
BACK? WHY DID YOU
LEAVE IN THE FIRST
PLACE?

you
MADE US

SOMETHING'S
HAPPENING,
SOMETHING...

DIFFERENT.

!

AND
WHATEVER IT
15, IT BROUGHT
us 8ACK.

WE CAME
B8ACK, DIDN'T WE?
WANTED TO SEE
HOW YOU WERE
DOING.

WHAT DO
YOU MEAN,
“SOMETHING"?

WE DON'T
KNOW, 8UT
IT'S 8l6. AND
IT'S CENTRED
ON THIS

ALRIGHT,
NIGHT, IT WAS
600D TO SEE

YOU AGAIN.

STOPPED
BELIEVING IN

you
STOPPED
NEEDING US,
S50 WE WENT

SEE, NOW
I KNOW YOU'RE A
DREAM BECAUSE
THAT DOESN'T MAKE
ANY SENSE, T DON'T
BELIEVE IN YOU NOW,
50 YOU SHOULON'T
B8E HERE.

LOOK, THIS IS CRAZY.

I DON'T EVEN KNOW WHY
I'M GETTING INTO THIS, I'M
GOING TO CLOSE MY EYES

NOW, AND WHEN T OPEN
THEM IN THE MORNING YOU

WILL 8E GONE,

GOODONIGHT,
ASTRID,
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4 OH, T'M
FEELING FINE, IT GAVE
600D THIS ME SOME CRAZY

MORNING? DREAMS,

THOUEGH,

MY BEST. T WAS & I CAN'T T KNOW.

PHONING TO see (€5 ' SEr L I'M 60 6LAD T
SOMEONE HAD YOU elY3
WOULD DO

WITH ME.

I THOUGHT
I'VE T MIGHT WALK
BEEN TRYING INTO TOWN,
TO THINK WHO
COULD'VE
DONE IT. 600
YEAH, YOU'D
TOTALLY

CRAMP MY
T DUNNO, STYLE,

IT COULD HAVE
BEEN ANYONE
THERE. THAT'S
WHAT'S SO
SCARY.

“CRAMP
MY STYLE"? WHEN
OID YOU BECOME
35?2

SEE
YOU IN AN
HOUR?

EH,
ANYWAY, CAN'T
DO ANYTHING
ABOUT IT RIGHT

NOW. WHAT ARE
YOU DOING
TODAY?

MAKE T

TWO. T'LL
MEET YOU 8Y
THE STATUE.
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OH WELL.
SEE YOU AT
SCHOOL.,

YEAH,
LISTEN, T WAS
WONDERING...

, YEAH ALRIGHT,
> CAN'T HAVE i
SOME SLEEP, T'LL
f TAKEN THAT CALL YOU IN THE
ALRIGHT MUCH
NOW? - MORNING.

OoH MY 60D,

T PUKED ON HER,
SHE'S NEVER GOING
TO TALK TO ME
AGAIN...
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ASTRID?
ASTRID, WAKE

HELLO,
ASTRID,
LONG TIME

I'M DREAMING
AGAIN, OK,

DON'T N
HAVEN'T YOU REMEMBER
YOU 60T A us? \
HUe FOR
YOur OLD
B8UDDIES?

ALRIGHT,
OK, LET'S
&0 ALONG
WITH THIS, SO...
YOU'RE MY
IMAGINARY
FRIENDS FROM
MY CHILOHOOD,
50 WHY ARE

BACK WHEN YOU
WERE A CHILD. EBLIS
AND MISS SALLY,
YOUR FRIENDS,

OH
SHIT! YEAH!
T HAVEN'T
THOUGHT
ABOUT YOU
éuys IN
YEA...

YOU HERE
NOwW?
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NOW, THEY DON'T JUST
TAKE THEM. THE RULES—
FAE ARE 8I6 ON RULES—
THE RULES SAY SOMETHING
HAS TO BE EXCHANGED,
LEFT IN PLACE.

S50 THEY
LEAVE BEHIND A
CHANGELING, A
FAE 8ABY. AND
WHEN THAT FAE
CHILO REACHES
SEVENTEEN, THEY
CAN TAKE IT
BACK.

YOU'RE A
CHANGELING.

I NEED
TO EXPLAIN
SOMETHING ELSE.
FAERIES SOMETIMES
HAVE USE FOR
HUMAN BABIES.

SOMETHING
FOR MAGIC,
SOMETIMES FOR
SLAVERY, SOMETIMES
FOR FOOD.

AND MORGANA
SENT THOSE
THINGS TO KILL
YOU BEFORE
YOU COULD GET
TAKEN 8ACK
TO FAERIE.

AND IF
MORGANA CAN'T
GET TO TITANIA,
SHE'LL SURE AS

HELL TRY TO
GET TO HER
DAUGHTER.

BECAUSE
ASTRID ISN'T
JUST ANY FAE.
SHE’S TITANIA AND
OBERON’S HEIR.
THEIR DAUGHTER.

HOW COME YOU
KNOW SO MucH
ABOUT THIS?

ISN'TIT
ogvious?






OPS/images/0052.jpeg
STAY? YOU TELL
ME I'M A FUCKING
ELF, YOU TELL ME
I'M SOME SORT OF
PRINCESS, YOU EXPECT
ME TO BELIEVE
YOU, AND THEN YOU
EXPECT ME TO
WANT TO STAY?

NO.
IDOON'T
EXPECT

ANYTHING,
I'M NOT
HERE TO

IMPOSE MY
WILL ON
you.

50... I'M NOT HERE 8Y
COINCIDENCE. T CAME HERE TO
HELP YOU MAKE A DECISION.
YOU DON'T HAVE TO 60 BACK
TO THEM. THEY'LL TRY TO TALK
YOU INTO IT. 8UT IT'S YOUR
CHOICE. YOU CAN STAY.

ICAN'T
DEAL WITH
THIS.
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NOW, ONCE UPON A TIME,
FAERIE WAS RULED 8Y THREE
SISTERS. THE TWINS, TITANIA AND
MORGANA, AND THEIR ELOER SISTER
MAEVE. THIS WORKED FOR HUNDREDS
OF YEARS UNTIL TITANIA AND
MOREGANA FELL OUT, FOR REASONS
LOST IN TIME. THEY BICKERED, THEY
FOUGHT AND NOTHING MAEVE
DID COULD STOP THEM.

THINGS WENT FROM
BAD TO WORSE. THEN OBERON
ARRIVED ON THE SCENE. HE WAS THE
MOST HANDSOME, MOST HEROIC OF
ALL THE FAE, AND HE CAME TO WIN
HIMSELF A QUEEN. B0TH TWINS WANTED

HIM AND THEIR FIGHTING ESCALATED

LUNTIL ONE NIGHT, MORGANA TRIED

TO MURDER HER SISTER.

SHE FAILED,
8UT THIS LED TO AN
ALL-OUT WAR BETWEEN
HER FOLLOWERS
AND TITANIA'S.

THE BATTLE
LASTED FOR MONTHS,
UNTIL TITANIA BANISHED
HER SISTER TO THE
ICE WASTES, NEVER

TO RETURN.

THE NEXT DAY,
TITANIA MARRIED
OBERON.

MAEVE WAS SO
DISGUSTED WITH HER
SISTERS THAT SHE LEFT,
MAKING AN OATH
EVER TO SPEAK TO
THEM AGAIN.

WHAT DOES
THIS HAVE TO

DO WITH LS? THAT

WORLD AND
THIS AREN'T
COMPLETELY ’ WHY

\ DID SHE
SEPARATE.
FAERIE KIND OF... DO THAT?

OVERLAPS WITH THIS WHY US?
WORLD IN PLACES.
BLEEDS INTO IT.
A LONG TIME AGO THE
CONNECTION WAS ,
MUCH STRONGER, 8UT NOT "US"
THINGS HAVE GROWN R~ DAVE. JUST
APART. SCIENCE ASTRID.

REPLACED MAGIC, AND
THE FAE OID NOT
FEEL WELCOME.

8UT WHEN SOMEONE
BELIEVES ENOUGH, MAGIC
CAN STILL HAPPEN,
AND SOMETIMES SOMETHING
CAN BREAK THROUGH.

MORGANA SENT THOSE MONSTERS
AFTER YOU. SHE BROKE THE WALL
FOR THEM TO PASS THROUGH
BECAUSE SHE CAN'T.
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WHERE
HAVE YOU
BEEN?

NOW,
WHERE WERE
you?

DON'T LIE!
YOUR TEACHER JusT
PHONED ME TO WALKING ABOUT...
ASK IF YOU WERE NOWHERE,
ILL. YOU'VE NOT
B8EEN TO SCHOOL
FOR DAYS,
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I CANT..
THIS DOESN'T
MAKE ANY
SENSE! I CAN'T
TAKE THIS.

IT'S OK.
WHATEVER
SHE SAID,
IT DOESN'T

CHANGE

THINGS.

YOU'RE

STILL
YOou.

YEAH, AND
WHO THE FUCK AM
I, DAVE? T JUST
FOUND OUT I'M
NOT EVEN HLUMAN.
THAT DOESN'T
CHANGE ME?

HOW CAN...
AARGH/

YOU'RE STILL
ASTRID.

HOW CAN
YOU pOSSIBLY
UNDERSTAND?

YOU DON'T
KNOW!

YOU CAN'T HELP ANYTHING!
GET AWAY FROM ME/
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BEGONE!
YOU KNOW WHAT
I NEED, MY
CHILOREN.

BRING ME
FLESH AND 8RING
ME 8LOOD.
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S,

HELLO?
WHO’S THERE?
IS THAT YOU,

BURTON?

PLEASE...
ICAN'T

.50 I CAN
PULL YOUR
ARMS OFF.

MOVE.

DO you
NEED AN
AMBULANCE?

PLEASE,
COME
NEARER.

WRONG?
I CAN'T
SEE YOU.
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DAVE SAW YOU WHEN THOSE
THINGS ATTACKED US!

HEY, 6UYS.
HOW ARE—

WHAT
THE FUCK
1S 60INE

PREPARED,
I THOUGHT
I'D HAVE A
FEW DAYS

LOOK... ANYWAY.
LET'S TAKE IF I'M
THIS TO THE GOING TO
BACK ROOM, TELL YOU,

ok? T HAVE
TO START
\ FROM THE
\ BEGINNING.

HOW TO
EXPLAIN...

OK. THIS ISN'T
THE ONLY WORLD.
THERE'S ANOTHER
WORLD, ANOTHER

REALITY, MADE UP OF
STORIES, LEGENDS,
MAaelC...

IMAGINE A
PLACE WHERE EVERY
FAIRY STORY YOU
WERE TOLD ACTUALLY
HAPPENED. THAT WORLD
IS REAL AND IT'S
CALLED FAERIE.
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SHIT.
WHAT ARE
WE 6OIN&

TO DO?

I DONT
KNOW, SHE
WAS LOCKING upP
WHEN I SAW HER.
SHE'LL BE
LONG 6ONE
8Y NOW.

ALRIGHT, WE'LL
&0 OVER THERE
TOMORROW.

LISTEN!
IT'S AUBREY!
I'M SUCH A
SPESH, OF
COURSE
IT 15!

THE PERSON
WHO SAVED US.
IT WAS HER
FEET I SAW.
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FINISHED,
ALASDAIR.

THANK YOU,
YOU 6ET ON
YOuR way, T'lL

LOCK up.
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PHONE...

PHONE...

PHONE...
WHERE'D T

PUT IT?
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BURTON/

WHAT ARE

YOU DOING OuT Ie0T
OF CLASS? SENT OUT,

COME WITH ME.
WE NEED TO
HAVE A TALK.

FUCKING
TYPICAL...

i
JONES
CONFISCATED

MY PHONE.
Mg a
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WHICH MEANS
I CAN'T WALK
YOU HOME.

BOLLOCKING, AND
NOW I'VE 60T
DETENTION.

P/ POLANSKI TURNED ol
, UP, DION'T HE? v
. HE GAVE ME A RIGHT

50 8E

. / CAREFLL,

UL STICK TO
8USY STREETS. ; g Al

IT'LL BE FINE. i | DETENTIONS,

3 YOU MUST BE
: b WELL SICK OF
> THEM BY
T- q

OK, WELL,
T'LL CALL YOU
WHEN I GET
HOME.

RIGHT, T THINK WE'RE DONE HERE.
I HOPE YOU'VE LEARNED YOUR
LESSON, DAVID,






