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I wis
HARD TO
IMAGINE

THE OLD

IT WAS HARD
TO IMAGINE A
TIME WHEN SHE
ALLOWED A SMILE

| ON HER FACE
THE VERSION (SOMETHING
OF HER THAT SHE'D GIVEN UP
SUPPOSEDLY
PARTIED IN
TAMAICAN
CLUBS BACK
IN NEW YORK,
HAPPILY
DANCING TiLL
ALL HOURS OF

T THINK THAT, ONCE I LEFT

HOME TO GO TO COLLEGE,

HER CANCEROUS LONELINESS
GREW AND GREW.
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1 LEARNED
SHE HADN'T
ATTEMPTED
TO ABORT ME.

I LEARNED SHE WASN'T
THE AGE I THOUGHT SHE
WAS, THAT HER BIRTH
DATE I KNEW WASN'T
REALLY HER BIRTHDAY.

DID SHE HATE ME

SO MUCH SHE HAD @

TO DIG THAT DEEP [
TO HURT ME?

WMY SUCH A
GODDAMNED
IIURT FUL LIE?!

THE BIG ONE, THE ONE T
CAN'T TO THIS DAY WRAP MY
BRAIN AROUND, WAS THAT
LINDA WASN'T SICK AT ALL.

SHE WASN'T DYING.

SNAPPED SO
SEVERELY THAT
SHE BELIEVED ALL 8
HER OWN LIES?! §
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I TRIED NOT TO
THINK OF HER,
ALONE, BACK HOME.

COME ON,

MA! I 30ST BEEN
BUSY WiTH
SR ‘

I T

~
v \\ WV VO O 0 I’
W[ reorw WAS, I WAS STARTING /]
F={ TO RESENT MY FATHER FOR =
‘ THE FIRST TIME IN YEARS. /
R 1
m |

1 WAS ANGRY
THAT HE WAS OUT

THERE, WITH A

WIFE AND KIDS

TO KEEP HIM
COMPANY .
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THAT'S ME--YEARS SPENT STUDYING ART SO I
COULD GRADUATE CUM LAUDE AND FLIP EGGS.

AINT SEEN YOU
IN A LONG WHILE!

T MOVED TO PHILLY FOR
ALMOST FIVE YEARS TO
@0 TO SCHOOL.

T HAD AN ART
4 WORLD TO
‘CONQUER,

uSTES i Pty |
TR FOUR VEARS OF |

LA H5rTORNE
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MY MouRNING BT
PERIOD. . ﬁ &
7 W MY MOTHER
7 ALWAYS SAD,
7 3\ i TAKE THE WORLD
. NI ON CREDIT,
T COULDN'T D NOW THE
REALLY AFFORD WORLD WAS
ONE. Pt COMING FOR ITS
> | POUND OF
Gi ~ 2 FLESH.

SIMPLY PUT, SHE

OWED MORE THAN

THE VALUE OF HER
ENTIRE LIFE.

EVERYTHING SHE
WAD ACCOMPLISHED
WAS DISAPPEARING

FASTER THAN T
COULD

I COULDN'T
THINK STRAIGHT,
MY MIND A
FUCKING JUMBLE
OF EMOTIONS
AND UNFINISHED
BUSINESS.

1 B — S, G =
T HAD TO WORRY ABOUT SHIT THAT SEEMED SURREAL -o l 2 ‘@
AND BEYOND MY ABILITY TO COMPREHEND IT.

HER UP IN IT. y






OEBPS/images/page123.jpg
N e ¥
LINDA TOLD ME A STORY
ABOUT OUR MOTHER HIRING /{
£3
: »

BRUJAS TO PUT SPELLS ON S
‘PEOPLE SHE DIDN'T LIKE.

- o ONE OF THE FUNNIER ONES
LINDA WAS SENT TO LIVE IN - INVOLVED TYING A STRING
FOSTER CARE FOR FIVE YEARS AND AROUND A PIG'S TONGUE
DIDN'T RECOGNIZE OUR MOTHER S TO KEEP PEOPLE FROM
WHEN SHE CAME FOR HER. TALKING ABOUT HER.

LINDA TELLS ME HOW OUR MOTHER HAD TOLD HER THAT LINDA
HAD INHERITED SOME KIND OF SUPERNATURAL GIFT, AND HOW AN EVIL
WOMAN HAD SENT A LITTLE DEMON TO STEAL THOSE “POWERS.”

|| X STARTED TO SEE THAT MY
MOTHER WAS IN CONFLICT
WITH HER SELF, AND HER
BELIEFS, ALL HER LIFE. SHE [
WAS WILLING TO MAKE =
DEALS WITH ARCHANGELS OR
‘PAY FOR MAGIC SPELLS TO
TRY AND EXERT SOME
AUTHORITY OVER HER FATE...

EVEN IF THE TWO BELIEFS
CONTRADICTED EACH OTHER

WONDER...I WONDER SHE COULDN'T DO IT
SOMETIMES IF MAYBE HERSELF.
SHE WANTED TO
DIE.

WE BOTH HAD SIMILAR
WAR STORIES.
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THE OLDER AND
BIGGER I &OT,
THE MORE SHE
WOULD PUSH

ME.

SOME DAYS, WHEN SHE
WAS ESPECIALLY NASTY
AND WOULDN'T BACK
OFF, I'D WALK AWAY
FROM HER AND PUNCH
ANYTHING . THE WALL,
FURNITURE....

I'D HiT
MYSELF.

ANYTHING
JUST TO KEEP
) FROM HURTING

ONE NIGHT, LINDA SAID, BLANCA WAS STARTING A

FIGHT WITH HER FOR GOD KNOWS WHAT REASON.

SHE WAS HITTING HER, BUT
LINDA WAS OLD ENOUGH AT

THIS PDINT TO PROTECT

HERSELF AND WAS KEEPING

OUR MOTHER AT BAY.

1 EXPECT LINDA TO
THINK I'M CRAZY.
IOUGHT T WAS CRAZY.

OUR MOTHER
MANAGED TO
KNOCK LINDA
TO THE FLOOR,
MD WRAPPED
HER HANDS
AROUND HER

SHE DECIDED TO
NOT BE SCARED.
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S| BEFORE BLANCA I SHE WENT TO BED WITH THAT ACHE IN HER ARM...
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ME TO VISIT.
O
1 BLEW HER OFF.

I DIDN'T WANT 10
BREATHE THE STENCH
OF LONELINESS AND

CIGARETTES AT
FILLED HER HOUSE.

T WONDER IF SHE
WAS COLD, LYING | | SCARED WHILE
ON THE CEMENT OF | [ THOSE STRANGE

Y | T FacToRY. PARAMEDICS
4 WORKED ON HER.

(OR WHEN SHE WENT
TO WORK WITH THAT
TIGHTNESS N
HER CHEST.

SHE HAVE
REACTED TO OR SEEING
MY FATHER
IN MARIAZ

T WONDER IF SHE
WATED ME FOR NOT
COMING TO SEE HER

THAT LAST NIGHT.
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«..WHO HAD MOVED

T0

YORK, FROM

THE BRONX, AFTER

BEING FIFTEEN YEARS OLDER
THAN ME, SHE WAS ABLE TO
EXPLAIN SOME OF THE THINGS
THAT WENT ON IN OUR MOTHER'S
LIFE THAT I NEVER KNEW ABOUT.

SHE TELLS ME ABOUT HOW BLANCA HAD
GOTTEN PREGNANT AT FIFTEEN, AND HOW
HER MOTHER, SISTER, BROTHER-IN-LAW

CTHE “TEWISH MAN" WHO MARRIED MY

AUNT), AND BROTHER (THE ONE WHO
UAD DIED YEARS BEFORE) TOLD HER SHE

HAD TO HAVE LINDA AND HAND HER OVER

TO HER SISTER CARMEN, WHO COULDN'T
HAVE CHILDREN OF HER OWN.

(WHETHER OUR
AUNT'S HUSBAND
WAS LINDA'S
FATHER OR NOT
WAS IRRELEVANT.
BLANCA WASN'T
GOING TO PLAY

| BALL, FUCK
» YoU verY
MUCH.)

SO, SHE
WAS SENT
TO A CONVENT
AFTER HAVING
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«WHAT FREDDY DID \ HOW=- T NO MAN IN THIS
WAS A MISTAKE.
WIM FOR WIS MISTAKES

NO
HERE ON ONE tere

IS WITHOUT
SiN...

T WONDERED THEN
IF I'D SPREAD MY
CURSE AROUND
LIKE A FLU, BRINGING
THIS SHIT-LUCK TO
ANYONE I CAME INTO
'CONTACT WITH.
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1 FEEL LIKE AN
IMPOSTER TO
THIS FAMILY.

WE HAVE NOT
SEEN YOU

IN A LONG
TIME.

I DONT
BELONG.

DON'T
FORGET YOU ARE
PUERTORRIQUENO.
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WE WERE FACING
| HE SAME SHIT,
ONLY FIFTEEN

I DON'T KNOW
WHY Yoo
DIDN'T COME
TO ME AND

ASK.

AND TO BE HONEST,
1T DIDN'T SEEM THKT
FAR-FETCHED. NO
ONE EVER CALLED.
NO ONE EVER
WROTE. NOT FOR
HOLIDAYS. NOT FOR

AS FAR AS
T KNEW, WE

YOU KNOW, THE THING

THAT HURT THE MOST WAS

HER LYING ABOUT YOU
DYING.

LINDA, YOO HAVE TO UNDERSTAND HOW
WE WERE LIVING. SHE LIED, OVER AND

SHE STRESSED THAT YOU DIDN'T WANT
TO TALK ABOUT (T

&N
B A sur
LA, 1eouT Us.

M—

WE WERE BOTH
WaY 700
EASILY CUT OFF
FROM FAMILY.
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A Few YEARS 1 GOT NEWS THAT A HE'D JUST GOTTEN OUT OF JAIL, AFTER THE GAME, HE WENT TO

LATER, ANOTHER COUSIN I'D GROWN UP AND WAS WITH SOME FRIENDS GO SEE A GIRLFRIEND WHOM HE
TRAGEDY WITH ACC/DENTALLY [ DRINKING AND PLAYING SPADES. [8 HAD A ROCKY RELATIONSHIP WITH.
STRUCK. SHOT HIMSELF.

WHILE HE WAS
ARGUING WITH
HER IN THE
CAR, THE GUN
WENT OFF.

HE LOOKED THE SAME AS AND I'D BEEN
WHEN WE WERE KIDS, TERRIBLE ABOUT
WHEN HE HIT ME ACROSS KEEPING IN TOUCH
THE BACK WITH A CORTAIN . . WITH THEM.
ROD DURING A FIGHT.
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MY
CONNECTION
TO MY FAMILY
WAS ALWAYS
PRECARIOUS

AT BEST.

EVENTOALLY T WAS
GONE ALTOGETHER,
FLOATING AWAY INTO THE
CARIBBEAN WITH MY
MOTHER'S ASHES.

ONCE BLANCA WAS GONE, WHATEVER
FOOTING I DID HAVE WITH THE
FAMILY STARTED TO GIVE WAY.
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T TRy

YEARS LATER, DURING ONE OF LINDA'S
VISITS, MY WIFE CASUALLY ASKED MY SISTER
HOW MY GRANDMOTHER WAS DOING.

1 TRIED TO BE ANGRY
ABOUT IT, BUT I
COULDN'T BE.

i

DONE ANYTH!NG

MY GRANDMOTHER HAD BEEN
DEAD A FULL YEAR MND NO
ONE HAD EVER

IT REMINDED
ME OF WHEN
MY MOTHER'S
F] FatveR DIED,
AND NO ONE

INHERITED
THE
RELATIONSHiP
MY MOTHER
WAD WITH
OUR FAMILY.
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& EY! GET THR «.YOU SEE THIS SHIT2! TWS
&/ FUCKING SHIT oFF HERE IS MY MOTHER-
MY STREET! STUPID, , FUCKING BLOCK! EVERY
A\ TIME I SEE YOO ON MY
BLOCK, I'M'A DO THIS
T0 YO

]

| YOU FELT THIS

DESPERATION TO GET

J A HANDLE ON HOW

SY e e Ty was

GETTING, D T

THINK THE EASIEST
THING TO DO WS TO

FIND A SCAPEGOAT.

A GROUP OF PEOPLE TO PO
ONE'S RIGHTEOUS ANGER AT,
TO BLAME FOR AL YOUR TROUBLES.

EPIDEMIC."
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IN THE EARLY NINETIES,
WE WERE IN WHAT FOLKS
WOULD LATER CALL THE
“CRACK EPIDEMIC."
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IN THE AIR,

BLANCA
DOUBLED
DOWN ON
HER “MIND
YOUR OWN
BUSINESS™
ATTITUDE.

I THINK
SHE FELT
LIKE No [
ONE WiS 8
LOOKING
0UT FOR
us, SO
TO HELL
WITH THE
WORLD.
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THEIR SITUATION REALLY WAS
E =
|

i

FINDING THAT
OUT MADE THE
WORLD 3UST A

LITTLE MORE
COLD FOR ME.

Nl |
T WAS SHOWN WHERE

DEALING DRUGS
WOULD LAND ME.
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..FOLLOWED
BY THE SMALL
ONES.
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THE OTHER WAS
THE LOOK IN THE
KID'S EYES.

THESE EYES
WERE WORSE,
BY FAR.

A KiD once snss

| ME IN THE 4RM WiTH A 1

'PENCIL FOR MAKING []
FUN OF HIS GIRL-
FRIEND'S LOOKS.

HE'D TRIED TO STAB ME IN
THE CHEST; BUT I TURNED
IN TIME TO SAVE MY ASS.

TWO THINGS
STUCK WITH
ME FROM THKT
EXPERIENCE.

ONE IS A SMALL,
(GRAPHITE-COLORED
SPOT ON MY ARM WHERE
“THE PENCIL WENT IN.

THE EYES OF
SOMEONE WHO
TRULY WANTED

TO HURT ME.
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HOWEVE
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I 1l | | \H ARI

BLANCA GOT THE TCH TO MOVE AGAIN. PARTLY TO
GET OUT OF OUR APARTMENT AND INTO A HOUSE.

WE'D JUST BEEN ACCEPTED INTO
SECTION 8, SO SHE FINALLY HAD HER
CHANCE TO MOVE INTO SOMETHING
WITH MORE THAN ONE FLOOR.

WE MOVED TO 7 A SHITTY, RACIST
A NEIGHBOR- ( NAME FOR A BLACK AND
P2 HOOD THAT WAS ¢ LATING NEIGHBORHOO!
NOTORIOUS *
KNOWN BY
LOCAL FOLKS
AS “THE

TRUTH WAS, THE
NEIGHBORHOOD
DID HAVE (TS
PROBLEMS. BUT
THIS WASN'T
A JUNGLE.
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HAVING FAILED
TIME AND
AGAIN TO FIND

GOOD 308B...

MY MOTHER ALSO
BEGAN TO DRINK MORE.

<
MIJ0, GET ME A NEW
DRINK. PUT THIS MUCH
VODKA...
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.
T DON'T WANT TO ROMANTICIZE POVERTY. I'D HAVE LOVED
T JUST MEAN THAT THERE WAS, FOR ME, % TO GIVE US ALL
A KIND OF GRACE AND 30Y IN IT THKT ENOUGH TO

T CAN'T QUITE DESCRIBE.
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YO, MOTHERFUCKER,

SO, YOU CAN SEE HOW
THE DEA OF A YOUNG MAN
WHO WAS CAPABLE ENOUGH
TO MAKE HIS OWN WaY

I WANTED TO
BE THAT WAY. T

BUT THAT WASN'T T WANTED
70 NOT FEEL USELESS.

THEY GAVE ME SOME
SHIT ABOUT BEING T0O
YOUNG, AND TOLD ME THKT
I'D JUST GET ROBBED.
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T DON'T THINK THE
DRUG DEALER IN

GHETTO CULTURE IS REALLY

ADMIRED JUST BECAUSE OF
THE SHIT HE OWNS.

HIS MONEY, EITHER. THINK
|| ABOUT IT--THERE ARE

q FOR THOSE WHO [ < 6 —‘
FEEL BROKEN >
4 AND HELPLESS,
THERE DOES NOT ‘...
EXIST A MORE >
INSPIRING THING. |~
\
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WHEN BLANCA-
WAS DRINKING
SHE WAS WAPPY.

T WOULDN'T HAVE
MANY MORE DAYS
WITH HER LIKE THIS.
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SLOWLY BUT SURELY,
EVEN THE DRINKING COULDN'T
MASK THE REALITY OF WHAT
SHE WAS FACING.

1M NOT SURE
I'M ELOQUENT
ENOUGH TO

SHE CRUMBLED,
THE CLOSEST AND CURSED GOD
INDI LTERATY
WAY TO EXPLAN MDULTERATED
IT IS TO SAY THAT

HER SOUL WAD A
MELTDOWN.

SHE BEGGED SATAN
HIMSELF TO COME
AND TAKE HER, TO TRADE
HER FRAGMENTED SOUL
FOR AN OUNCE OF HELP.

4 SHE WAS BEYOND
DESPERATION, BEYOND
DEPRESSION.

SHE HAD REACHED A SHE WANTED TO TRADE
POINT WHERE NOTHING HER ETERNITY FOR
WORKED, AND HER A SMIDGEN OF HOPE.

INSIDES BROKE.

WHAT HELP CODLD
1, THE FUCKING
(UNABORTED
BASTARD FETUS OF
AN INDIFFERENT
FATHER, OFFER?

NOTHING BUT A
MOUTH TO FEED, AND
A LINGERING CURSE

FOLLOWING US.
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MY MOTHER WAS
COMPLETELY

SHE HAD NEVER

RECEIVED A
RED CENT IN
'SUPPORT FROM
MY FATHER.

SHE'D ONLY

ANY OF HER
EMPLOYERS.
NEVER
KEPT ON
LONGTERM.

1] 20 I}

SHE'D ALSO GET
SHAT ON BY HER
CO-WORKERS AT SOME
OF THESE PLACES FOR A
NO OTHER REASON THAN
THIT SHE HAD BROWN
SKIN AND AN ACCENT.

1 HATE TO SOUND
MELODRAMATIC, BUT

HAD IT NOT BEEN

; FOR HANDOUTS,
| WE'D HAVE STARVED.
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1 WAS GETTING OLDER I WASN'T

BECAUSE
ANYTHIN
WOULD BE
BETTER THAN
CONSTANTLY

BEING IN

FEAR.
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=
NEW YORK
je=—ce )

=
@ [BLACKHOUND' @
L s

WHEN MY MOTHER
WENT TO NEW YORK FOR
THE FUNERAL, IT WAS

WITH A HEAVY HEART.

A

BLANCA SAID
THAT WHILE AT
THE FUNERAL,
A FIGHT BROKE IT WAS NASTY, AND
OUT BETWEEN BLANCA FELT THAT IT
BATTLING OPENED UP A FISSURE
FACTIONS. IN THE FAMILY.

MY GRANDMOTHER
CHOSE THE SIDE

WE WERE
CUT oUT.

ORI .
0T

BLACKHOUNO

| seam

BACK WITH A
HEAVY MIND.

ACCORDING TO
BLANG, HER MOTHER
SAID SHE HAD ONLY
ONE CHILD NOW--
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DESPITE THe

ENCOUNTER Wi

MINE wWas
GETTING
THERE, T

T BEGAN TO HATE
EVERY MOMENT
T HAD TO SPEND
WITH HER IN
HER DUNGEON.
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WHEN HER PHILOSOPHY OF
PUNOS BEGAN TO FAIL HER,
'BLANCA SEEMED TO PICK UP A
NEW PHILOSOPHY OF ISOLATION.

SHE FIXATED ON BUILDING
HER OWN GREAT WALL TO KEEP

SHE MANAGED TO KEEP A

308 AT A LOCAL FACTORY

AND FOCUSED MORE AND
MORE ON WORKING.

AFTER MUCH HAND WRINGING
AND BARTERING, SHE ALSO
MANAGED TO BUY A SMALL HOUSE
IN A NEW NEIGHBORHOOD.

SHE GRADUALLY CUT OFF
THE SMALL TIES SHE HAD
WITH HER REMAINING
FRIENDS AND FAMILY, § y SHE CONVINCED
QUITTING ALL SOCIALIZING A HERSELF THAT SHE
COLD TURKEY. DIDN'T NEED ANYONE.

SHE WAS THIS HOUSE MADE
HUNKERING BLANCA'S [SLAND OF
DOWN. SOLITUDE COMPLETE.
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FAMILY, TO
ME, WAS AN
ABSTRACTION

HER FATHER
DIED, AND NO
ONE TOLD HER
TILL MONTHS

BY THE TIME T WAS IN HIGH SCHOOL,
I'D GROWN ACCUSTOMED TO THE IDEA
OF US BEING SEPARATE FROM THE
MAINLAND THKT WAS THE OTERO FAMILY.

|| DESPITE ALL
HER EFFORTS TO
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IN THE MONTHS AFTER HER
DEATH, I'D LEARN THAT MOST
OF WHAT I KNEW TO BE OUR

HISTORY WeRe LIES.

TO KEEP ME

N (GNoRANT TO
HER PAST, AND
OUR PRESENT.

BLANCA HAD MARRIED

PN A MAN IN PUERTO RICO
| AS A TEENAGER, AND

DIVORCED HIM IN CUBA,

BEFORE SHE EVEN CAME

TO THE UNITED STATES.

SHE KNEW WHAT
THAT FELT LIKE
FIRSTHANI

LIES, LIKE
SHACKLES,
TO KEEP

ME THERE A

WITH HER.

T LEARNED THAT
SHE HADN'T

BEEN PREGNANT

WITH ANY OTHER
BOYS BUT ME.
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1 GRADUALLY DRIFTED
AWAY FROM THE ISLAND
THAT WAS BLANCA.

MISERABLE
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TRADED IN HER
PRIDE OVER
AND OVER TO
TRY AND DIG
US OUT OF

THIS WOMAN WHO'D ALWAYS
BEEN SO FIERCE AND

INDEPENDENT HAD TO ASK F(

MORE AND MORE CHARITY.

TO SEE
HER HAVE
TO LOWER
HER HEAD.

TRAPPED IN
THIS LIFE.
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7

i ,
I KNOW I SHOULD
WAVE BEEN MORE
GRATEFUL....
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CAME TO
TERMS WITH

SHE SOLD DRUGS
TO GET BY,
BUT SHE DIDN'T
EMBRACE it

MIGHT SOND
CLICHE, BUT YOU
DID WHAT YOU HAD

TO JUST T0 GET BY.

BUT SHE NEVER
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P

P/ WE evENTOALLY GOT OUR
OWN APARTMENT AGAIN, AND
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MY MOTHER “STOLE” MY LAST
NAME TO KEEP ME SAFE IN
WAYS SHE NEVER WAS, BUT BY
DOING THAT SHE TOOK AWAY A
BIT OF HER FROM ME.

T DIDN'T UNDERSTAND
ANY OF THAT GROWING
UP. BUT NOW THAT
SHE'S GONE/ T GET IT.

SO, T HAVENT
GONE TO PUERTO
RICO.

I'D LIKE TO,
BUT I DONT
DESERVE IT.

WITHOUT MY
MOTHER, I DONT
GET TO BELONG
TO ANYONE, OR
ANY PLACE.
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SHE SPOKE WITH A HEAVY ACCENT IN A
WORLD THAT HELD THAT AGAINST HER.

SHE WAS A SMALL WOMAN
WHO HAD TO SURVIVE A LIFE
THAT WAS NEVER FAIR TO HER.

SHE WAS TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF ./
AS A TEEN, LOST HERKID,  / /
SENT TO A CONVENT AGAINST / A
HER WILL, THEN HAD TO MAKE [
IT THROUGH THE WORLD
WITHOUT SUPPORT.

SHE WAS ABANDONED BY MY FATHER AND
NEVER RECEIVED A CENT (N CHILD SUPPORT.
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WHILE IN THE THICK OF MAKING THIS BOOK,
I WAS CONSTANTLY WORRIED ABOUT GIVING
EACH PERSON DEPTH AND NUANCE. I DID MY
BEST...BUT I CAN‘T SHAKE THE FEELING
THAT AS A READER, YOU MAY COME AWAY
THINKING OF FOLKS IN THE STORY AS
“G0OD*” OR “BAD."

PARTICULARLY WITH BLANCA. SHE COULD
BE ABUSIVE, I UNDERSTAND THAT. BUT,
THINK SHE‘S THE VILLAIN? READ THE

BOOK AGAIN, ONLY THIS TIME, SEE IT
THROUGH HER EYES.

THE CHAPTER
WHERE WE WERE
HOMELESS? YEAH,
READ T AGAIN.

THAT IS AN INTENSELY
PROUD WOMAN CASHING (N
HER PRIDE SO HER SON HAD =
A BED TO REST HIS HEAD ON.
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A THE CHAPTER WHERE SHE BEAT MY ASS?
A
\ {T°S WRONG, I KNOW, I KNOW.

BUT SHE WAS ALONE RAISING A BOY IN
THE ‘60, WHEN BOYS LIKE ME ENDED
UP IN JAIL EVERY DAY.

SHE'D ONLY KNOWN
FORCE. TS HOW YOU
KEPT PEOPLE IN LINE,
IN HER MIND.

SHE BEAT ME INTO SUBMISSION.
I KNOW THAT.

AND MAYBE YOU'LL SAY I'M
RATIONALIZING HER BEHAVIOR,
BUT I PRAY YOU SEE HER
STRUGGLE.
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SHE WAS HURT. AND HURT PEOPLE HURT
‘PEOPLE. THAT'S NOT AN EXCUSE FOR HOW SHE
TREATED ME, TS JUST A FACT.

BUT THROUGH IT ALL, SHE GENDINELY
BELIEVED IN LOVE. I BELIEVE SHE LOVED ME,
DESPITE (T ALL. I THINK SHE DID HER BEST.

MAYBE I AM RATIONALIZING HER ABUSE.

IMM.

I KNOW iT.

I DON‘T CARE.
I MISS HER.





OEBPS/images/page159.jpg





OEBPS/images/page163.jpg
Photo by Despina Hawthorne.

MIKE HAWTHORNE is an Eisner and Harvey
Award-nominated cartoonist and illustrator best
known for his record-setting run of Deadpool and
his more current work on Spider-Man. In addition
to his comic work, Hawthorne has served as a
story artist and illustrator for Fox, llumination, Epic
Games, and Marvel Entertainment, where he did
concept work for the upcoming Moon Knight and

Hitmonkey shows,
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Special thanks to Linda for the guidance.

Extra special thanks to Despina, Sophia, Maria,

and Michael for the love and support.
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Mike Hawthorne’s mother is left alone to raise her son in New York City, a
city that torments them both withits unforgiving nature. But when Mike falls
victim to a death curse—a haunting sign from the old country of something
his mother could never truly escape—she begins a series of events that

drive him away both physically and emotionally.

For the frst time ever, Eisner Award-nominated artist Mike Hawthorne
(Superior Spider-Man) tells the true and tragic story of enduring abuse,
discovering alove of art and a passion that helped him build the home he
never had in this graphic novel memoir about family, survival, and what it

means to be Puerto Rican in America.
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I'D BECOME

AND THESE TWO

T KNEW LEAST
OF ALL.

PHANTOM

PARENTS.
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AFTER ALL THESE YEARS,

T WISH T COULD SAY THKT FOR ALL T KNOW,

1 DON'T BELIEVE IN THE MY MOTHER COULD

CURSED SHOE ANYMORE. HAVE BEEN LYING
ABOUT THIT T0O.

SOMETHING PICKING

ON SOPHIA, THE CHILD ] ---SO SHE CAN FLALL
THT MOST LOOKS [—| AROUND WITH SOME

LIKE AN OTERO. FUCKING BIRDS....
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..LEFT QUT ON THE LAWN UNTIL LONG AFTER - oADDY, NN g |
P~
BOY COULDN'T GO TO SLEEP UNLESS )
HE WAS THERE.
)
o I LOVE
= You.
WO ¥
=

DADDY,
Do YOU HAvE
A DADDY?
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I SAID I HAD.
BUT IT FELT
LIKE A LIE. |
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WHERE, IF T DON'T FEEL
THR WAY MYSELF?

HOW DO I TEACH
SOMETHING 1
DON'T KNOW?

HOW DO
T TEACH THEM
TO NAVIGATE...
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1 HOPE YOU
KNOW YOU'RE
NOT THE

VILLAIN.

1 THINK YOO
JUST NEEDED...
SOMETHING..

1
THINK YOU
NEEDED A WAR
TO FIGHT. SOME-
THING TO AIM
YOUR ANGER
AT,

EVEN WITH THE
BEATINGS. 1
DON'T BLAME

You.

I USED T0
THINK MAYBE YOU
NEEDED COMPANY,

'SOMEONE TO BE WITH
SO YOU WOULDNT
BE LONELY.
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YOUR LIFE, Y THE STUFF WITH YOUR
IT WAS NEVER ) FAMILY, LOSING LINDA,
FAIR. HER FATHER...

AL ANGER W ITH
YOU DiD YOUR 5
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1 WISH You couLD
HAVE MET THEM. I
SEE YOU IN BOTH
GIRLS, BUT YOU'RE
NOT REAL TO
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T WROTE THAT
ORIGINAL ENDING
(THE ONE YOU 3UST
SAW, WHERE I'M
DRAWING ON THE
SIDEWALK WITH MY
KIDS) THINKING
THE NEXT STEP
WAS T0 GO TO
PUERTO RICO AND
TAKE MY CHILDREN
TO SEE WHERE THE
(GRANDMOTHER
THEY NEVER MET
CAME FROM.

THEN THINGS HAPPENED.

FAMILY GOT SICK. THREE
FAMILY MEMBERS IN THIS
BOOK HAVE SINCE DIED.
SEVERAL WENT TO JAIL,
GOT OUT, WENT BACK.

L5

e
e,

KA

MY KIDS BECAME MY
FOCUS. GETTING THEM
INTO GOOD SCHOOLS,
KEEPING THEM SAFE,

HIDING ALL THE

IN-FIGHTING IN OUR

FAMILY FROM THEM.
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SOME FAMILY STRUGGLED WITH ADDICTIONS. HE DIED
A COUPLE OF OVERDOSES. ONE GOT VERY SICK. YOUNG.

AND MY WORK. MY ALL-IMPORTANT WORK. ]

DRAWING ANOTHER PAGE. FINISHING ANOTHER BOOK.

IT WAS EASY TO FIND
EXCUSES TO NOT LIVE.

TRUTH IS, 1 AVOIDED
GOING. I DIDNT KNOW HOW
T0 DO IT. WOULD (T BE A
VACATION? RETRACING MY
MOTHER'S HISTORY? WAS T
SUPPOSED TO FEEL A
BELONGING? A DISCONNECT?

WHAT'S IT MATTER? T MAY BUT I WONT
GO, I MAY EVEN “FIT IN.* BELON(
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