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ABOUT THE BOOK
This is a graphic novel version of the life of Miyamoto Musashi, the legendary samurai known throughout the world as a master swordsman, spiritual seeker, and author of the classic Book of Five Rings. Acclaimed manga creator Sean Michael Wilson has created both a vivid account of a fascinating period in feudal Japan and a portrait of a courageous, iconoclastic samurai who wrestled with philosophical and spiritual ideas that are as relevant today as they were in his time. For Musashi, the way of the martial arts was about mastery of the mind rather than simply technical prowess? and it is this path to mastery that is the core teaching in Book of Five Rings.
This graphic novel is based on The Lone Samurai, the meticulously researched biography of Musashi by William Scott Wilson, renowned translator and expert on samuari history.

SEAN MICHAEL WILSON is a comic book writer who lives in Japan. He has had more than a dozen books published by a variety of US, UK, and Japanese publishers, and he often works with Japanese and Chinese artists on manga-style books, such as Hagakure and Yakuza Moon.
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Sign up to learn more about our books and receive special offers from Shambhala Publications.
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Miyamoto Musashi

(宮本  武蔵)  is probably the best-known 

swordsman of old Japan. He has become an 

iconic, almost mythic figure because he represents 

key aspects associated with the bushido spirit of Japan. Yet he 

was a real man, born in 1584 towards the end of the Sengoku (War- ring States) period. He took part in some of the key battles of the era that established the Tokugawa dominance and heralded in the long Edo era, including the Battle of Sekigahara (1600), the siege of Osaka Castle (1614 to 1615), and the battles of the Shimabara Rebel- lion (1637). 

     Musashi’s great confrontation with Sasaki Kojiro, “The Demon of the Western Provinces,” on the island now known as Ganryu-jima is perhaps his most famous duel. It’s one that is still celebrated in Ja- pan, and has become the subject of many movies, books, and manga. The bout was great perhaps because of the enormous skill of both swordsmen, or the great repute in which they were both held, or per- haps because of Musashi’s cunning in securing that victory. It was a great bout, but also a short one; almost all of Musashi’s duels seem to have been over in less than a minute—often mere seconds. That’s not how such duels are normally portrayed in the movies, of course, where they often go on and on, smash after exaggerated smash.
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    There is a tendency among mature practitioners of the martial arts to insist that bushido is not about how tough you can be or who you can beat up; it’s about something deeper, more philosophical. Musashi can also be seen as the archetypical ultimate martial artist. He fought about sixty duels, many of them to the death, and he was never defeated. That one point alone is staggering, considering the era he lived in and the many swordsmen of the time. The kenjutsu sword style of Musashi is known as Ni ten ichi ryu, or the “two heavens as one” style. This was passed on to some of his students, who appear in these pages, and continues, with some disputed lineage, to be practiced today. But later in his life Musashi also developed great skill in poetry, calligraphy, painting, tea ceremony, garden design, and Zen meditation, and he went on to write one of  the classic martial arts  texts,  Go  Rin no  Sho,  or  the  “Book of Five Rings.”  Therefore, 

we can say, without a hint of cliché, that Musashi

was a warrior-poet—a combination that contin-

ues to inspire.
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monument to Miyamoto Musashi, 

erected in 1654 on Mount Tamuke, 

near the city of Kokura, by Musashi’s 

adopted son, Miyamoto Iori.
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afterword

The main source of research for this graphic novel is the work of William Scott Wilson, my “Uncle in America,” as he and I like to joke. His two books on Musashi, The Lone Samurai and his translation of The Book of Five Rings, are outstanding in the field—and I have quoted and paraphrased material from both of these books in this graphic novel. I have also drawn on a variety of other books and source material. Since I actually live in Kumamoto, where Musashi spent the last few years of his life, I gained more information at several key places associated with him, such as the mysterious Reigando Cave.

    What is the monument that is the central narration point in this book? This was erected in 1654 on Mount Tamuke near the city of Kokura by Musashi’s adopted son, Miyamoto Iori, to commemorate his father. We have used Iori here as narrator to tell the story of his father in order that we may still have that bit of distance from our main subject that allows a realistic telling that does not dissipate the mystery of the man. 
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    Our twin aim in Musashi, and all our graphic novel versions of Japanese history, martial arts, and myths, can perhaps be represented by these two poles: accuracy and subtlety. Accuracy is what is considered to be historically correct. Of course no one can be 100 percent sure of the details of any historical event, but we can try to get close. In a world dominated by Hollywood movies that take great liberties with the facts, we feel that making books with close attention to accuracy is something worth doing. Likewise, in an effort to avoid cliché and hyperbole, we tried to make our version subtle and sophisticated. We hope this all combines to make an interesting graphic novel of the life of Miyamoto Musashi.

—SEAN MICHAEL WILSON
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SEAN MICHAEL WILSON is a Scottish comic book writer who lives in Japan. He has published numerous comics and graphic novels with a variety of US, UK, and Japanese publishers, including Hagakure, The Book of Five Rings, and The 47 Ronin. He is also the editor of the critically acclaimed Ax: Alterna- tive Manga.
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About the illustrator

MICHIRU MORIKAWA is a Japanese il- lustrator and manga artist and winner of the 2005 International Manga and Anime Award. With Sean Michael Wilson, she has created the graphic novels Buskers, Yakuza Moon, and The Demon’s Sermon on the Martial Arts.






[image: ]

Also Available from 

Shambhala Publications

GRAPHIC NOVELS BY SEAN MICHAEL WILSON

THE BOOK OF FIVE RINGS

“Truly a tribute to the original [classic]. 

There is a tremendous amount of depth and 

insight into this work, an exploration of 

the five elements of life (the ‘five rings’ of 

the title) that represent the cosmic Buddha. 

Readers get complex but eminently readable 

explorations of each ring and are led to see 

them all together as an overriding philoso-

phy that enriches and broadens the life of 

any reader.”

—Jason Sacks, Comics Bulletin

“This graphic adaptation of Musashi’s seventeenth-century treatise on 

the martial arts makes careful, effective use of imagery to emphasize 

both the narrative and instructional aspects of the original text. . . . 

Musashi’s lessons, in their focus on preparation and mindfulness, can 

easily be applied to most areas of life. Kutsuwada’s art is delicate and 

clean, balancing the physiological dynamics of swordplay with a clear-

eyed appreciation of Musashi’s natural environment. An engaging, 

thoughtful update of what could be esoteric.”

—Publishers Weekly






[image: ]

THE DEMON’S SERMON OF THE MARTIAL ARTS

“As a book of philosophy, it’s fascinating; 

a dreamlike exploration of consciousness, 

life, and death. Michiru Morikawa’s art-

work is the perfect match for the text, her 

eerie, detailed illustrations—

especially the lovely renderings of various 

animals—perfectly fitting the poetic feel. 

Recommended.”

—Jason Thompson, 

Otaku USA magazine 

“Wilson and Morikawa capture all the wisdom and beauty of these 

original texts and enhance them with the visual vitality and playful 

charms of modern manga. Their faithful retellings of these allegor-

ical fables and philosophical reflections prove how timeless and re-

warding they truly are.”

—Paul Gravett, editor of 

1001 Comics You Must Read before You Die 
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THE 47 RONIN

“A masterful retelling of one of the greatest stories in Japanese culture. An engrossing, engaging, emotional, and unforgettable epic.”

—Jonathan Ross,

BBC television presenter

“Wilson uses exactly the right scenes to tell this famous story, creating a quick, engag- ing read.”

—Library Journal

“A dignified telling of a dignified story. It’s violent when it needs to be, precise and calm when it’s called for, and never once loses focus. This is a tightly focused, perfectly pitched retelling of the story and a perfect entry point for anyone coming to the story for the first time. The Keanu Reeves version may have all the spectacle, but this ver- sion has all the heart.” 

—BleedingCool.com
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S TN\ PURSUED Hik.

OR EVEN THAT MUSASHI WAS HIRED BY
THE HOSOKAWA CLAN TO KLl KOJIRO
IN ORDER TO WEAKEN THE POWER OF
THEIR RIVALS, THE SASAKI CLAN, TO
WHOM KOJIRO WAS AFFILIATED.

EN[LASTLY ATHERE TSATHEQUEST
THATA THE} IS UANDI5INOW]
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I HEARD, THOLIGH,
ELIMOES OF.

YOU ARE VERY POLITE
'YONEMLURA-SAN.

SORRY... REALLY,
I'M SORRY.

PLEASE DON'T

WORRY. I KNOW
WHICH RUMORS
YOU MEAN. IN FACT,
THERE ARE MANY
I'VE HEARD.

IT'S INTERESTING
TO CONSIDER THEM.

IF YOU
WOLULDN'T MIND,
IORI-SAN.

7 OVER THE YEARS

MANY DIFFERENT VERSIONS
OF THE DUEL WITH KOJIRO
HAVE COME OUT...
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i

| THE DUEL WITH KOJIRO WAS OVER VERY QUICKLY,
| BUT IT HAD ALREADY BECOME LEGENTARY, PERHAPS

THE GREATEST OF ALL MY FATHER'S DUELS. ONCE
AGAIN HE HAD BEATEN A VERY SKILLED AND MUCH
AVMIRED OPPONENT WITH A CLEVER USE OF
PSYCHOLOGY. KOJIRO WAS SENT INTO IN A RAGE
BY THE APPARENTLY CAREFREE, DISRESPECTFUL
BEHAVIOR OF MUSASHI - KEEPING HI& ENEMY
WAITING AND THEN SEEMING TO FALL ASLEEP! IT
WAS MASTERFLUL PLANNING, FOLLOWED BY
MERCILESS EXECUTION.
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GONNOSLKE TOOK THIS
DREAM TO HEART. HE SAW
THE LOG AS MEANING A FIVE
FOOT STAFF AND THE MOON IN
THE WATER TO BE THE CENTER
OF A MAN'S CHEST.

HE FURTHER
PRACTICED HIS ART AS A
RETAINER OF THE KURODA

CLAN IN FUKUOKA PROVINCE,
DEVELOPING THE SHINDO
MUSO-RYU TECHNIQUE.

AND WHAT

OF THE STORIES
THAT THERE WAS A
SECOND MATCH?

HMM... THE SHINDO
MUSO-RYU SCHOOL SAYS
THERE WAS, AND THAT
GONNOSLKE WON IT - BUT
I THINK THAT'S FANCIFLIL.

MUSASHI NEVER
CONFIRMED THIS
WITH ME.

BUT I DID HEAR
FROM A MAN WHOM
I CONSIDER RELIABLE
THAT LATER GONNOSLKE
DID CHALLENGE MUSASHI
AGAIN. AND THAT THE
MATCH WAS JUDGED
TO BE A DRAW.

YES. AND IF
THAT'S TRLE, IT'S
4 THE ONLY TIME ANYONE
EVER HELD MUSASHI
TO A DRAW.
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OF COURSE MUSASHIS FAME WAS
NOW 40 WIDESPREAD THAT MANY
CAME TO CHALLENGE HIM.

IN 1610 TWO SUCH WERE...

O%EVO HAYASHL...

AND SOMEONE CALLED T6UJIKAZE,
A MAN WHO WAS 50 $TRONG THAT HE
COULD 4$TOP A GALLOPING HORSE.
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WHY THE SHOLTING,
KUNIEDA-SAN?

MUSASHI-SAN
IS NOWHERE TO
BE FOLND, AND

HIS BED HAS NOT

BEEN SLEPT IN.

IT'S TRUE,
MY LORD.
HE’S GONE.
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MY REQUEST IS FOR
PERMISSION FOR LS

TO HAVE A “COMPARISON

500N AFTER ARRIVING AT. OF TECHNIGLES, |I MAKE

KOKURA, MUSASHI MADE THIS S I EELERENCETO.
EQUEST TO HIS HOST, NAGAOKA e
AVO NO KANI OKINAGA THEN A g g

CHIEF RETAINER OF THE FIEF.

IT WOLLD SEEM
AS THOLIGH GANRYL
SASAKI KOJIRO IS NOW
RESIDING IN THIS AREA,
AND I HAVE HEARD THAT
HIS TECHNIQLE IS
EXCELLENT.

HI% LORD, TAVAOKI HOSOKAWA, WHO
GAVE PERMISSION FOR THE MATCH TO
TAKE PLACE THE NEXT TAY ON THE §
TINY I6LAND BETWEEN KOKURA
/AND SHIMONOSEKT.

I WILL, IF YOU
AGREE, ESCORT YOU
TO THE ISLAND MYSELF
TOMORROW IN MY
OWN BOAT.

I AM DEEPLY
GRATEFLL TO YOU,
LORD OKINAGA, FOR
ARRANGING THIS

MATCH.
AND THAT THE ISLAND WAS OFF-
LIMITS DURING THE MATCH.
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IF MUSASHI HAS

FLED, THE SHAME OF IT
WILL TAINT NOT ONLY LORD
OKINAGA, BUT ALSO
LORD TADAOKI.

HEAVEN FORBID.

HE LOOKS VERY
CONCERNED.

rZ3
SF

o

I THINK
I HAVE IT.
SEND A MESSENGER
TO SHIMONOSEKI.

. x/////// ///////
é//,
///////

_

///W

7 7
////7

IT TURNED OUT THAT MUSASHI HAD
GONE BACK TO SHIMONOSEKI. HE
VIV NOT WANT TO CREATE ANY
TROUBLE BETWEEN OKINAGA AND
LORD TADAOKI WITH A $USPICION
THAT OKINAGA HAD SUPPORTED HIM. |l
%0 HE LEFT THERE, EVEN THOUGH
IT MIGHT CAST $OME DOUBT
\ ON HI$ COURAGE.

.
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L SAGAKT KOJIRO WAS KNOWN Aé
“THE DEMON OF THE WESTERN
PROVINCES.” HE WAS WELL KNGWN
ALREADY IN KOKURA AS AN
INCREDIBLY SKILLED 4WOEV4MAN

HE WORE A
DISTINCTIVE CRIMSON
HAORI AND WIELDED

A LONG SWORYD, AND HE
HAD BECOME THE
INSTRUCTOR TO THE
HOSOKAWA CLAN WITH
MANY DISCIPLES

AT HI DOJO.

He HAD DEVELOPED Hi5 TECHNIQUE BY LEARNING UNDER

THE FAMOUS “BLIND. SWORDSMAN,” TODA SEILEN,

OF THE “NO SWORD? TECHNIQUE.
- -

INTIL KOJIIZO VEFﬁATﬁv 951@EN’4
ROTHER, JIBUZAEMON, AND STRUCK
UT ON HIS OWN LIKE MUSASHI,

SHUYOSHA, WANDERING ALL OVER JAPAN.
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BUT MUSASHI EVENTUALLY FOUND

THE $ITUATION IN EDO WAS

TOO RESTRICTIVE. HE WAS EFFECTIVELY
PREVENTED FROM A COMPARISON

OF 4KILLS WITH THE TOP
S$WORDSMEN THERE, $UCH
A% YAGYU MUNENORI,
BECAUSE OF MUNENORI’S
OFFICIAL TIES TO

THE TOKUGAWA.

AND MUSASHIS ALLIANCE
WITH THE TOYOTOMI HAD
NOT BEEN FORGOTTEN
EITHER, ESPECIALLY AS
THE TOYOTOMI HAD A
4$TRONGHOLD AT OSAKA
AND CONTINUED TO

BE A THORN IN THE $IDE
OF THE TOKUGAWA.

40, IN 1612 MUSASHI WENT SOUTH
AGAIN, ALL THE WAY DOWN TO THE
COAST OF HONSHU.

IT WAS HERE THAT HI$ MOST FAMOUS
MATCH TOOK PLACE, WITH THE ESTEEMED
SWORTVSMAN $ASAKI KOJIRO.
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WITH NO INCOME DURING THOSE
TIMES, HE WOLLD PAY FOR HIS KEEP
BY WORKING IN THE FIELDS IN
AREAS HE PASSED THROUGH. ..

1 H TR '
Uiz

= ALINCHIRS

OR BY WRITING LETTERS
FOR THE MOSTLY ILLITERATE
FARMERS OF THAT TIME.

WA
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AFTER THAT, LITTLE
WAS SEEN OF MUSASHI FOR
ABOUT THREE YEARS. EVEN I

DON'T KNOW MLICH ABOLIT

THAT TIME.

HIS FAME WAS
SPREADING, BUT HIS
PRESENCE WAS NOTABLY
INTERMITTENT.

BUT I PRESUME
THESE “LOST YEARS"
WERE NOT WASTED.
HE MAY HAVE SPENT
THEM IN LEARNING
ABOUT THE LAND
AND NATLRE...

OR THE 600DS
AND CULTLRES
OF THE MANY
PROVINCES HE
TRAVELED IN.

THERE WERE
NO MATCHES
DURING THAT
MYSTERIOUS
TIME?

OH, I THINK

/ THERE MAY HAVE

BEEN MANY, BUT
NONE THAT
JAVE BEEN
DOCUMENTED.
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IF YOU HAVE SEEN MY
FATHER'S TECHNIGLE,
YOU HAVE SEEN MINE.

ARE YOU AS
SKILLED AS HIM?
YOU USE THE SAME
y  TECHNIQUES?

THEN
I WILL WIN.
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ONE DAY A LARGE MAN
WALKED INTO THE DPOJO.

e

MUSO GONNOSUKE, WHO HAD TRAINED
IN THE SHINDO-RYU AND THE
KASHIMA-RYU’S ONE-SWORD TECHNIQUE.

I REQUEST A
MATCH WITH
MIYAMOTO MUSASHI.

I'M MUSASHI
wEP’T.
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I HEARD THAT GONNOSUKE
RETIRED TO MOUNT HOMAN
TO PONDER HIS DEFEAT.
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BUT BY 1607, MUSASHI WAS PASSING
THROUGH THE PROVINCE OF 16A, WHEN
A MATCH WAS ARRANGED WITH A MAN
WE KNOW ONLY AS SHISHIDO. HE WAS

A FARMER WHO MADE HIS OWN WEAPONS
AND SPECIALIZED IN THE USE OF THE

KUSARIGAMA SICKLE AND CHAIN.

i)
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| NEXT, MUSASHT MOVED 1O h
EVO. THIS WAS NOW 1608, 5
TO S$URVIVE, HE $ET UP
A SMALL $CHOOL.






OEBPS/images/page54.jpg





OEBPS/images/page49.jpg
. ARRANGED WITH ONE
OF THE MONKS.

THEY HAD TWO MATCHES AND MUSASH.
-\ WON BOTH, DESPITE THE APPARENT.

TO HI% HONOR, THE MONK
SHOWED NO FEELINGS OF ANGER
AT HI4 DEFEAT HE EVEN INVITED
MUSASHL TO STAY FOR A MEAL
AND.THE TWO TALKED TOZETHER

9ALL, THEOU&!»L THE NIGHT.
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HERE!
STRIKE HIM!

AHHH!
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WE SHOULD GET HUH, NO DOLBT

READY, PERHAPS? F HE WILL KEEP US

WAITING AGAIN. THERE'S
NO HURRY.
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MUSASHI HAD. «: APPARENT EASE,
TWO VERY SKILLED. FIBHTEZ&, USING PSYCHOLOGICAL
TECHNIQUES EACH TIMEIN THE BOOK OF FIVE RINGS
HE NOTES THAT.YOU CAN USE A TRICK TWICE, BUT
THE THIRD.TIME YOI

BY ARRIVING
EARLY, AND
ATTACKING WHEN
IT WAS NOT

YET LIGHT, HE
OVERCAME THE
HUGE ODD5,
CAST THEM INTO
CONFUSION,
AND KILLED
MATASHICHIRO.

WITH THAT THE YOSHIOKA
SCHOOL WAS FINIGH:

HOWEVER, HE NEVER BRAGGED [
F THIS OR ANY OTHER VICTORY.
HE SIMPLY NOTED THE FACTS.

NEXT HE TRAVELED TO NARA TO
LEARN FROM THE MONKS AT

ml"m THE HOZOIN TEMPLE.
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LATE AGAIN, HUH?






OEBPS/images/page41.jpg
y THE SHOCKED YOSHIOKA CLAN MEMEBERS CARRIED AWAY 9
UNCONSCIOUS SEITURO ANV NURSED HIM BACK TO HEALTH. BUT HIS LEFT
ARM WAS CRIPPLED, 50 VENSHICHIRO BECAME THE HEAD OF THE CLAN.

SEITURO GAVE UP THE
MARTIAL ARTS AND BECAME.
. ¢A BUUDHIST PRIEST

40 VENSHICHIRO CHALLENGED

NUSASHI HINSELF, WATTING A
FOR HIM AT THE
SANUSANGEN-TO TEMPLE. )
A
2. |

ik ol W W

A[vAIN, MUéAéHI MAVE THEM WAIT

A LONG TIME. AND AGAIN, THIS  °
ENRAGEY VENSHICHIRO, UNBALANCING HIM
AND DISRUPTING HIS FOCUS.

1 o
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YET MUSASHI PROBABLY REALIZED.

THE PEVASTATED YOSHIOKA CLAN FELT THL, AG MATAGHICHIRO
THAT THEY HAD TO MAKE YET ANOTHER WAS ONLY,12 YEARS OLP:
STANT. BUT HOWZ THE FIRST TIME S
COULY HAVE BEEN A FLUKE, BUT,
HAVING DEFEATED BOTH THEIR GREAT
CHAMPIONS 50 EASILY, MUSASHI WAS
STARTING TO LOOK INVULNERABLE.

40 A PLAN WAS HATCHED TO
ATTACK HIM EN MASSE, USING
A MATCH WITH $EIJURO’S
oY e

& g

THIS TIME THE MEETING PLACE
WA? THE ICHIJOJI TEMPLE.

AND THE YOSHIOKA CLAN

i CAME IN FORCE, PERHAPS

b MORE THAN 100 $TRONG

i Y AND ARMED TO THEIR
it GRITTEV TEETH.

ity

e
Sl

:{&
s
A
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HE'S SO LATE!
THIS IS
INTOLERABLE!

PERHAPS HE'
NOT THE MAN HIS
FATHER WAS.

HIS FATHER FOLIGHT
WELL, BUT WAS LLICKY.
THIS YOLNG RASCAL
WON'T BE.

CERTAINLY HE'LL
BE NO MATCH FOR Y
SEIJURO.
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THE DEFEAT WAS, |
OF COLIRSE, A MISFORTLINE
FOR MUSASHI, WHO WAS CAST
LINDER THE SHADOW OF A
REBEL LINTIL THE LAST
FEW YEARS OF HIS LIFE.

“THE ACTIONS OF
1% | el THE WESTERN FORCES AT
AND, THROLIGH NO . SEKTGAHARA WERE AN
FALLT OF YOLIR OWN, - INSLRRECTION OF THE
YONEMLRA-SAN, THE TAIKO TOYOTOMI'S
TOKLGAWA DOMINATION FAVORITE RETAINER,
OF OUR COLINTRY IS ISHIDA JIBLINOSLIKE."
REFLECTED EVEN
IN THIS PROLD
MONLIMENT.

7
N

o

.
i

I AM DEEPLY SORRY
FOR THAT, IORI-SAN. WE
BOTH KNOW THIS IS
NOT THE TRUTH.
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i

HE HAD COME TO KYOTO TO CHALLENGE
THE YOSHIOKA CLAN, FANOUS KYOTO
SWORDSMEN FOR GENERATIONS. THEY
HAD BEEN INSTRUCTORS TO THE
ASHIKAGA SHOGUN SINCE YOSHIHARL,
THE 12TH S$HOGUN.

MUSASHT

WAS AWARE THAT HIS FATHER,

MUNISAT, HAD ONCE BEFORE BEEN
MATCHED WITH THE YOSHIOKA HAVING
TAKEN PART IN A “COMPARISON OF
TECHNIQUES® WITH YOSHIKOA NAOKATA,
ARTIGT “WITH NO EQUAL LNVER THE SLN.”

[N [ T T

7

R

THEN, AND MUNISAT WON TWICE.

HE WAS THEREFORE AWARTVED THE
TVESIGNATION OF “MARTIAL ARTIST [
WITH NO EQUAL.”

MUSASHTS CHALLENGE
WAS ACCEPTED.

PERHAPS MUSASHI WANTED TO
SHOW BOTH THAT THE FAMOLS
$CHOOL COULD BE BEATEN AND
THAT HE WAS THE EQUAL OF HIS
FATHER. $O HE CHALLENGED
THE CLAN HEAT]
SEITJURO YOSHIOKA.

|
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AFTER SEKISAHARA
MUSASHI SPENT A FEW
YEARS WANDERING
AROUND JAPAN,
TESTING HIS SKIS
WITH OTHER SHUGYOSHA
SWORDSMEN, TRAINING
AND DISCIPLINING
HIMSELF

AND IN 1604
HE APPEARED
IN KYOTO,
CAUSING MORE
CONTROVERSY AND
ADDING TO HIS
GROWING LEGENT.
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MUSASHI EITHER
DID NOT WANT TO
TELL ME ABOUT THE
FIGHT WITH AKIYAMA
OR COLILD NOT
REMEMBER THE
DETAILS.

HOW ABOUIT IN 1600
AND THE BATTLE OF
'SEKIGAHARA? MUSASHI
FOLIGHT AGAINST THE
TOKLIGAWA SHOGLINATE,
DID HE NOT?

THAT, SINCE HE LATER

MENTIONS T

WITH A SENSE

OF GRAVITY IN

THE BOOK OF

FIVE RINGS, SO

I DON'T THINK

IT WAS HIS
MEMORY THAT

A\ WAS AT FALLT,

CERTAINLY
THE VICTORY
WAS HIS.

I WAS SURPRISED
WHEN I FIRST HEARD

FOLGHT WITH THEM.

YES. BUT IT WAS
A QUESTION OF CLAN
LOYALTY THEN.

MUSASHI DREW HIS LINEAGE FROM THE
SHINMEN CLAN, WHO WERE ALLIED TO THE
[OYOTOMI CLAN. 50 AS TOKUGAWA IEYASU
WRESTLED FOR CONTROL OF THE COUNTRY
IT 16 NOT 40 SURPRISING THAT MUSASHI,
STILL ONLY 17, 4IVED WITH THE TOYOTOMI.
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IT WAS LATER NOTED THAT
MUSASHI’S ACHIEVEMENTS $5TOOD
| OUT FROM THE CROWD AND WERE
KNOWN BY THE SOLDIERS IN
ALl CAMPS.

BUT INDIVIDUAL
SKILL AND BRAVERY
ALONE ARE NOT
ENOUGH TO WIN
BATTLES. AS YOU
KNOW, IEYASU
TOKUGAWA LURED SOME
OF THE WESTERN
COMMANDERS, LIKE
KIKKAWA HIROIE
AND KOBAYAKAWA
HIDEAKI, OVER TO
HI% $IDE WITH
PROMISES OF
REWARDS AFTER

THE WAR. 40 THE
BATTLE WAS TAKEN
BY THE TOKUGSAWA
EASTERN ARMY.

P
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e

IN THE $PRING OF 1599 MUSASHI
ENTERED THE TOWN OF TAJIMA AND HAD
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WHEN HE WAS ABOUT 15 OR PERHAPS 16, MUSASHI LEFT
HARIMA AND GAVE ALL OF HI$ FAMILY FURNITURE, WEAPONS,
GENEALOGY, AND RECORDS TO HIS SISTER AND HER
HUSBAND, HIRAO YOEMON, TO SAFEGUARY.

ndi h ’13!!'&&%@.,,{',..“."..,,..

HE SET OFF INTO THE HILLS WITH ONLY THE
MEAGER CLOTHES AND TOOLS THAT BESUITED
A WANDERING SHUGYOSHA SWORDSMAN. ..
FOR A LIFETIME OF DRIFTING AND LEARNING,
OF FIGHTING ANV DEVELOPING.

‘1\‘
I
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= = T
WHEN KIHEI SAW HIS NAME : BUT A $HOCKED DORINBO REPLIED
INKED OVER HE WA THAT MUSASHI WAS ONLY 13 AND IT
Ve 1 X MUST HAVE BEEN A PRANK. TO
TR e orcoke - WHICH KIHET RESPONDED THAT A
AND SENT A MESSALE TO
ORMAL APOLOGY FROM THE YOUNG
THE SHOREN-IN, ACCEPTING A Pt e
THE CHALLENGE. g e

50 THE NEXT MORNING MUSASHI AND .-
DORINBO WENT TO MEET KIHEL.

A CROWD OF PEOPLE HAD GATHERED

TO € THE TROUBLESOME BOY PUT

IN HIS PLACE.
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i — AFTER THIS MOMENTOUS FIRST
% S8 = | MATCH, THE YOUNG MUSASHI
= RETURNED TO HI5 STUPIES - AND
; HE TOLD ME THAT THIS WAS WHEN

HE MADE HIS FIRST PAINTING
OF DARUMA.
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MUSASHI HAD
SUFFERED FROM
ECZEMA, WHICH AFFECTED

Hi& APPEARANCE.

BUT HE MAY HAVE FOUND BEAUTY

IN THE CALM OF THE TEMPLE ===
GROUNDS - THE ANCIENT

TREES ANV ELEGANT GARTVENS.
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MIYAMOTO BENNOSLKE,
RESIDING AT THE SHOREN-IN,

WILL GIVE YOU A
MATCH TOMORROW.
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NE DAY A SWORDSMAN
MYSTERIOUSLY APPEARED
IN HIRAFUKU.

; I, ARIMA KIHE,
i A SWORDSMAN OF
THE SHINTO-RYU STYLE,
WILL ACCEPT A MATCH WITH
ANYONE WILLING TO
CHALLENGE ME.
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BENNOSLKE, SON /' ~

- COME FOR \/\d;«
PRACTICE. __~
77 AL
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AFTER THIS INCIDENT, MUSASHI NEVER WENT TO

HI& FATHER’S HOME AGAIN. INSTEAD HE WAS TAKEN
UNDER THE CARE OF DORINBO, A PRIEST IN HARIMA
WHO WAS RELATED TO HI$ MOTHER.
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I HAVE BEEN
OBSERVING

YOLR JITTE
TECHNIQUE.

HAVE YOU
SOMETHING
TO SAY? e
i
&
N~
i YES, WELL...
DON'T YOU THINK THAT -~
CATCHING THE SWORD AT A

LOWER POINT WITH THE
JITTE WOLLD BE MORE
EFFECTIVE?

i
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{ WHAT wouLD You
LIKE TO KNOW?

WELL, THERE ARE
SO MANY MYTHS ABOUT
MIYAMOTO MUSASHI.
PERHAPS AS HIS ADOPTED SON
YOU ARE IN THE BEST POSITION
} \\ TO SIFT THE FACTS FROM
THE FICTIONS?

I SUPPOSE WE ARE
ALL OF US A MYSTERY.
IS THERE EVEN A SINGLE
MAN IN THE WORLD WHO
KNOWS EVERYTHING
ABOUT HIMSELF?

BUT YOLI'RE RIGHT.
I HOPE, THAT I KNOW
AS MLICH ABOLIT MY FATHER
AS ANYONE CAN.
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I HOPE THE MONUMENT
IS TO YOUR LIKING,
MIYAMOTO-SAN?

IT'S SPLENDID.

YOU'VE DONE WELL
'YONEMURA-SENSEI. MY
FATHER MUSASHI WOULD

BE PLEASED.

I WOLLD LIKE TO
KNOW MORE ABOUT YOLIR
FATHER, TO HEAR ABOUIT HIS
STORIES AND VIEWS. IF YOU
WOULD BE KIND ENOLIGH TO
TELL ME ALITTLE,

THAT IS.

OR WOUILD THAT

BOTHER YOU?

IT'S A FINE DAY AND THE
OTHERS WON'T BE HERE
FOR SEVERAL HOLIRS.

PERHAPS WE COLLLD
SIT BY THAT TREE?
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HERE HE WAS BORN 15 LESS THAN CLEAR...

,:,'f“ MW%MW
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y }1 M (‘ \W ‘\@m “% g W./’
Al N

MIYAMOTO-MURA,  fi
HARIMA PROVINCE. ||

T %

THE VILLAGE OF MIYAMOTO IN MIMASAKA PROVINCE LAYS CLAIM TO HIS
BIRTH IN 1584. BUT MUSASHI SPENT A LOT OF HI$ CHILPHOOD OVER
THE HILLS IN HIS MOTHER’S VILLAGE IN NEARBY HARIMA PROVINCE, AND
IN THE BOOK OF, FIVE RINGS HE SAYS: I AW A WARRIOR BORN IN HARIMA.”

N

YONEDA-MACH), [
HARIMA PROVINCE. |
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MY LORD,

SAY THAT? IT
LOOKED LIKE 3
EQUAL CLASHES

3 IF ICAN'T
FALHE‘)&;E:ETEAN PROVE THAT IN
A SWORD. SO I 3 ROUNDS, IT'S

Fi 3 > HAVE THE THE SAME AS
YoM HERE 2& i ADVANTAGE. LosING.

SLRELY NO
WINNER HAS BEEN)

DETERMINED

YET.
i g
Nl

MUSASHI HAD MATE NO EFFORT
_ TO HURT THE SPEARMAN AND MERELY
L OCKED Al HI5 EFFORTS. AND TH

EMPLOYMENT, WHICH HE i
_ POLITELY REFUSED.
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A SHORT TIME AFTER THAT,
MUSASHI MET ANOTHER
SWORDSMAN IN KOURA AOKI —
KUWAEMON, WHO USED A
GARISH RED LACQUERED SWORT.

WHAT IS
THAT RED
THING?

THIS IS THE
‘SWORD I USE WHEN
I AM FORCED
TO FIGHT.

You IDIOT.

IT'S LUNTHINKABLE
TO USE A SWORD LIKE
THIS IN COMBAT.
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IN 1634 MUéAéHIy NOW 50,
CAME TO VISIT ME HERE IN

T AGAIN THE LOCAL OFFICIALS TOOK
THE OPPORTUNITY TO ARRANGE A MATCH,
THIS TIME WITH A STRONG YOUNG EXPERT
F A SPEAR, TAKATA MATAEMON.

k
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I WONDER...

DID MUSASHI

NEVER TAKE
A WIFE?.

COMMITMENT TO
FAMILY LIFE AND THE
EMOTIONAL TIES IT
BRINGS WERE OUT OF
THE QUESTION
FOR HIM.

BUT... THERE WAS
ONE LADY WHO BECAME
CLOSE TO HIM.

IN 1637, IN THE YOSHIWARA
COURTESAN AREA OF EVO, A
L— YOUNG WOMAN CALLED KUMOT
WORKED AS A TGUBONE, A
LOW-LEVEL COURTESAN.

le
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I SENSE THAT
LIFE IS... PITIFUL
AND LUNBEARABLE... BUT,
I CAN'T FLY AWAY...
SINCE I AM NOT
A BIRD.
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I COMPLIMENTED
YOU BEFORE, AS I
THOUGHT YOU MAY
JEACH BEGINNERS.

BUT EVEN N
THOUGH YOUR
SKILL IS RIPE, WITH
AN ATTITUDE LIKE
YOLRS IT IS
IMPOSSIBLE
TO TALK OF
COMBAT.
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THE LOCAL TAIMYO, MATGUKURA SHIGEMASA, HAD BEEN ALLIED TO THE
. TOYOTOMI AND THEREFORE HELD IN SUSPICION BY THE TOKUGAWA

AUTHORITIES. FROM 1630 HIS $ON SHIGEHARU RULED IN

A VERY HARSH FAGHION, CAUSING A PEASANTS’ REVOLT IN 1637.

THEY JOINED TOGETHER WITH
THE PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS
OF THE AMAKUSA AREA ANT,
NUMBERING 37,000 MEN,
MADE THEIR STAND IN
HARA CASTLE ON THE
SHIMABARA PENISULA.

THE TOKUGAWA TOOK THIS AS A 1
CHALLENGE AND AL5O A% AN OPPORTUNITY
TO FINALLY RID THEMSELVES OF FORCES THAT HAD
- BEEN CONNECTED TO THE TOYOTOMI. THEY ORVERED
THE KYUSHU DAIMYO TO ATTACK THE CASTLE, WITH AN

/7 ARMY OF OVER 100,000. 1

MUSASHI WAS APPOINTED
AN INSPECTOR OF THE
SHOBGUNS STAFF UNDER
THE KURODA CLAN. I
MYSELF WAS A COMMANDER
OF ONE OF THE UNITS OF
THE OGASAWARA CLAN.
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AN UPRISING IN
BUT TRANSIENT HUMAN . i KYUSHU Azogg AND

PLEASURES ARE NORMALLY i ; MUSASHI FELT
JUST THAT. & COMPELLED TO &0.

HE TOOK A BAG THAT KUMOI
HAD WOVEN FOR HIM AND A
BLACK SATIN HAORI SHE
HAD SEWN.

WHEN IT COMES TO LOVE, DONT WRITE
LETTERS, VON’T WRITE POEMS. FOR
EVEN A SINGLE PENNY, WATCH
YOUR MONEY CAREFULLY.
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BUT THE ATTACK DID NOT
&0 WELL. THE TROOPS HAD
LITTLE ENTHUSIASM FOR
THE TASK AND NOT MUCH
CONFIDENCE IN THE
TOKUGAWA COMMANDER,
ITAKURA SHIGEMASA.

[

anwvézésw, THE DEFENDERS

WERE FIGHTING ON THEIR OWN

[\ LAND AND FOR A CLEAR CAUSE. |
ol G

MUSASHI HIMSELF WAS
STRUCK BY A ROCK HURLED
 FROM THE CASTLE, BUT
i. ‘, RECOVERED $OON AFTER.

...
.
oo
< ;

i
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EVEN THE SHIPS OF THE DUTCH
WERE INVOLVED - THE SHOGUNATE
&o1 THEM TO BOMBARD THE CASTLE.

IT 15 IRONIC THAT THE GOVERNMENT

DECIVEV AFTER THIS REBELLION TO

ALMOST TOTALLY TISOLATE US FROM

OUTLIDE INFLUENCES, DESPITE
USING FOREIGNERS

{ THEMSELVES.

Z s

A NEW COMMANDER,
MATSUDAIRA NOBUTSUNA,
ARRIVED WITH EVEN

MORE S$OLDVIERS. ,

INSIDE, LITTLE &
MERCY WAS SHOWN.
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MUSASHI SENT A WRITTEN REPLY
TO TAVATOSHI, SETTING OUT HIS
EXPERIENCE DIRECTLY AND STATING
HIS MODEST NEEDS.

CONCERNING YOUR INQUIRY ABOUT MY SITUATION /
THROUGH THE SERVICES OF MASTER IWAMA ROKUBEI,
IT IS DIFFICULT TO APOLOGIZE ENOUGH FOR SENDING
A CASUAL STATEMENT, BUT I BRING THESE THINGS TO

YOUR ATTENTION WITH THIS NOTE.

1 HAVE NEVER HELD AN OFFICE UP TO THIS TIME.
I AM ALREADY ON IN YEARS AND RECENTLY FEEL THAT
1AM SICK. FOR THIS REASON, 1 HAVE NO ASPIRATIONS.
IFIT TURNS OUT THAT I SHOULD STAY IN KUMAMOTO IT
WOULD BE ENOUGH IF I WERE GIVEN THE POSITION OF
WEARING PROPER ARMOR AND LEADING A SINGLE HORSE
WHEN MY LORD HIMSELF RIDES OUT. I HAVE NO WIFE OR
CHILD AND MY BODY IS OLD, SO I ENTERTAIN NO
THOUGHTS ABOUT A HOUSE OR HOUSEHOLD GOODS.

SINCE 1 WAS YOUNG, 1 HAVE GONE OUT ON THE
BATTLEFIELD SIX TIMES. ON FOUR OF THOSE OCCASIONS,
THERE WAS NO ONE ON THE FIELD BEFORE ME. THIS FACT

1S WIDELY KNOWN AND THERE 1S ALSO PROOF.
NEVERTHELESS, 1 DO NOT BRING THIS UP TO PLEAD
FOR A POSITION.

AS TO THE MAKEUP OF ARMS, HOW
THEY ARE APPROPRIATELY USED ON THE
BATTLEFIELD, AND, ACCCORDING TO THE

OCCASION, THE WAY OF REGULATING
THE PROVINCE, 1 HAVE SET MY MIND ON
THESE THINGS SINCE MY YOUTH AND
HAVE TRAINED DILIGENTLY. THUS, IF
YOUR LORDHIP HAS ANY QUESTIONS,
"1 WILL HUMBLY SPEAK OUT.

FEBRUARY 1640,
MIYAMOTO MUSASHI
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YES, AND I WAS
i

i ECEIVI KOKU
AND IS IT FOR MY POSITION. SO,
CORRECT THAT 200 DOES NOT SEEM MLICH

Lyl FOR AN EXCEPTIONAL
i 2teeno | (5D Fielige Lie
OF ONLY £ X MY FATHER.
200 KUKU?

BUT FIRST, HE

WAS OFFICIALLY A GLEST,
NOT A VASSAL OF THE LORD,
AND ANYWAY MUSASHI NEVER

SPENT MUCH ENERGY ON JES B

GETTING MONEY... HE
HAD OTHER IDEALS.

OF COLRSE.

BEFORE HE
LEFT, HE PLACED A
JUZO GRAVE MARKER

RIGHT HERE, WHERE

WE HAVE NOW

ERECTED THIS
SO, MUSASHI ( MONLMENT.

ACCEPTED THE :

INVITATION AND

WENT TO

KUMAMOTO?






OEBPS/images/page124.jpg
AND AFTER
SHIMABARA, WHAT
THEN, IORI-SAN?

THEN MUSASHI
CAME BACK HERE
TO KOKLRA AND

STAYED FOR AROLIND
TWO YEARS,
I THINK.

—]

BUT IN 1640 A MESSENGER ARRIVED

FROM LORD TADATOSHI HOSOKAWA,

4 . WHO $INCE 1632 HAD BEEN THE
e DAIMYO OF THE LARGE FIEF

OF KUMAMOTO, WITH
540,000 KOKU.

MUSASHI AND LORD TADATOSHI HAD MET —| iﬁ;ﬁiﬁ;‘rﬂ:i

BEFORE AT A POETRY CIRCLE IN KYOTO. AREADY QUITE
TADATOSHI HAD BEEN IMPRESSED BY AVEPT AT

MUSASHT’S 5KILL AT POETRY, AND ALSO SEVERAL

(BARDEN DESTIEN AND INDIA INK ART FORMS.
PAINTING. AND POS51BLY HE FELT THAT
~ HE NEEVED 5TRONG ANV DEPENTABLE
PEOPLE AROUND HIM.
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't ERRER s R R ) T

| THE MESSENGER, IWAMA ROKUBET,
{ KNEW OF MUSASHI'S ECCENTRIC
NATURE AND THAT HE WOLLD NEED | 2
t=TO CONVEY THE INVITATION WITH I
BRFECTIVE SINCERITY-.(

ESPECIALLY AS
LORD TAVATOSHI
SEEMED TO BE
OFFERING ALMOST
AN OFFICIAL
SANCTION OF
MUSASHT S

NITEN ICHI-RYU
SWORD 4TYLE.
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KUMAMOTO, 1640.
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IN KUMAMOTO, MUéAéHI J
AND LORD 1A7A704u1
BECAME CLOSE.

. OF COURSE, LORD TADATOSHI WAS
ALSO INTERESTED IN SEEING MUSASHIS

B\ FIGHTING STYLE IN PRACTICE. 50 A

BOUT WAS ARRANGED WITH UJII
N YASHIRO OF THE YAGYU CLAN,
2N AN INSTRUCTOR TO THE
HOSOKAWA, USING WOOPEN
SWORDS AND FIGHTING FOR

C \ THREE ROUND'S.
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AROLND THIS TIME
I MYSELF CAME INTO
THE STORY.

I WOULD LIKE
ONE OF THOSE.

Mééi:h

TAKE THE
WHOLE LOT.

I WAS SELLING MUDFISH ON
THE ROAD IN DEWA WHEN MUSASHI
CAME PASSING BY. .
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SO, THEN,
WHY ARE YOU

|\ SHARPENING YOLIR

‘SWORD?

MY FATHER DIED
YESTERDAY. BUT I'M
NOT STRONG ENOLIGH TO
CARRY HIS BODY UP
THE HILL BY MYSELF.

SO, I THOUGHT
I WOLILD CUT HIM IN
HALF AND TAKE UP THE
BODY IN TWO TRIPS SO

HE CAN BE BLRIED NEXT
TO MY MOTHER.

THAT’S VERY
IMPRESSIVE.
YOU'RE A
BOOD SON.

BUT I'M HERE
NOW, SO WHY DON'T
WE CARRY HIM UP
TOGETHER?
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You WILL.
BE THAT.

I'M ALONE

HERE NOW, SO

YOU CAN STAY A
WHILE IF

\, YOU WANT.

THANK YOU.

BUT HOW ABOLIT
THIS: IF YOU COME
WITH ME I WILL TEACH
YOU THE WAY OF
THE WARRIOR.

IF I COME I
DON'T WANT TO BE
YOUR SERVANT. I
WANT TO BE A
TRUE WARRIOR.
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“HMM, THERE'S
NOTHING HERE FOR
ME TO OFFER YOLL,

YOU AGAIN.

WELL, I'M LOST -
WOULD YOU LET ME
STAY HERE THE
NIGHT, PERHAPS?

JUST A ROOF
FOR THE NIGHT
IS ENOLGH.
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YOU'RE NOT
AFRAID OF A
LITTLE BOY,

ARE YOU?
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YOU'RE LORD
YA(

HYOGONOSLUKE,
RIGHT?

YES. AND
'YOU'RE LORD
MIYAMOTO
[ MUSASHI?

T TR VT
THEY HAD NEVER MET BEFORE, BUT =i
SOMEHOW SAW A RARE QUALITY IN THE

BEARING OF THE OTHER, A MUTUAL
RECOGNITION. THE FACT THAT
THEY DID NOT CROS% SWORDS,
BUT INSTEAD BECAME - If|
IMMEDIATELY CLOSE, WAS A
SILENT ACKNOWLEDBMENT OF

ONE ANOTHER’S ABILITIES.
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AND ONLY A FEW YEARS
LATER, WHEN MUSASHI WAS
OFFERED THE POSITION
OF RETAINER TO OGASAWARA

TADAZANE, HE PUT ME UP.
FOR THE POST INSTEAT.

BY THE AGE OF 20,

- TO MUSASHIS TRAINING,
I HAD BECOME THE
CHIEF RETAINER.

IN 1637 MUSASHI AND T
FOUGHT TOGETHER AT THE
BATTLE OF SHIMABARA.

LATER MY
STIPEND WAS
INCREASED TO
FOUR THOUSAND
KOKU AND | WAS
GRANTED SOME LAND
HERE ON MOULNT
TAMUKE.
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SEAN MICHAEL ILSON

lllustrated by
MICHIRU MORIKAWA
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THE BOOK O
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~ BY THE MIDDLE OF 1643,
'D MUSASHI WAS FEELING
INCREASINGLY FRATL. HE
PERHAPS DECIDED THAT NOW

WA THE TIME 1O FULLY WRITE
DOWN HI5 IDEAS ON THE MARTIAL
ARTS. 50 HE RETIRED TO THE
RELLANDO CAVE IN THE
HILLS OF KUMAMOTO.
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GETTING FRAIL THEN,
.\ AS WAS SOMETIMES § /

35

APPARENT. _ 3 <

HELP YOI
MUSASHI-SAMA:

THANK YOU.
THERE IS NO
NEED, IT'S JUST
A SMALL PAIN.
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BUT EVEN THEN HE WAS CAPABLE
OF SURPRISING FEATS... ONE TIME
A FIRE BROKE OUT IN THE
YAOYAMACHI AREA OF KUMAMOTO.

IT'S SPREADING
TOO FAST!

I
e

CRA AAIKK

NX -

LR
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AT THIS POINT HE WAS STILL STRONG
ENOUGH TO TRAVEL BETWEEN HIS
HOME AT CHIBA CASTLE AND THE

REIGANDO CAVE. DESPITE HIS Il

HEALTH HE 4TILL GAVE CLASSES.

LIFE IS
ALWAYS A
BALANCE OF
MOTION AND
STABILITY.

THE ZEN
BUDDHIST PRIEST
TAKUAN SOHO
EQUATES A
GOLRD FLOATING
DOWNSTREAM WITH
THE MIND

e = L
THE GOURD MOVES

ALONG WITH THE WATER, Y
BUT IS ALWAYS ITSELF.

SORRY, NOW
YOU HAVE LOST
YOLIR GOLRD.
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A GOOD METHOD,
SENSEI - BUT ONE
THAT SEEMS LIMITED
TO A MAN A BIT
'STRONGER THAN
MYSELF!

I SUPPOSE
THESE ONES ARE
ALRIGHT.
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PEOPLE WERE AMAZED AT HIS
— " AGIITY AND COURAGE. —
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ON ANOTHER OCCASION, LORD
TADATOSHI’S SON, YORIYUKI,
VISITED MUSASHI.

)
WORK OUT WHICH
POLES ARE BEST

TO USE FOR
BANNERS?
/ A
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SHORTLY AFTER THIS, MUSASHI CALLED
VARIOUS DISCIPLES TO HIS
RESIDENCE FOR THE LAST TIME, TO
DIVIDE UP HIS POSSESIONS AND
PUT HIS AFFAIRS IN ORDER.

R |10 KATUNCEBLYS BROTHER |
X KIMANOSULE He GAVE THE |
\7HIRTY~FIVE ARTICLES OF,
e J\ . | 742 MARTZAL 4RTS.
N
N
-
T
&
e
-
\
HE PRESENTED HIS SWORDS,
TO OKINAGA YORIYUKT.

\
==\ % = O He THEN WROTE ONE LAST SHORT
b TEXT - THE TWENTY-ONE MAXIMS

= OF THE WAY OF WALKING
S ALONE THAT OUTLINE

/ HIS PHILOSOPY AT

1% MOST BARE.
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ON THE $ECOND MONTH OF
1645, MUSASHI COMPLETED
THE BOOK OF FIVE RINGS.
HE THEN WROTE TO THREE

| OF THE MAIN RETAINERS
OF THE HOSOKAWA CLAN.

*...AS LORD TADATOSHI
HAD A REFINED TASTE
FOR THE MARTIAL ARTS,
I CAME TO THIS PROVINCE
STRONGLY HOPING HE
WOLILD VOICE JUDGEMENT

ON MY STYLE.

JUST AS LORD
TADATOSHI HAD ALMOST
KINDLY GRASPED THE MOVES
OF THE TWO-SWORD STYLE,
HE SUDDENLY PASSED AWAY,
AND THE CHANCE OF
ATTAINING MY DESIRE
WAS LOST..."

IT IS MY INTENTION
e s
“I WOLLD SEEM TO
BE LEAVING MY NAME  AWAIT MY OWN DEATH,
AS A SORT OF FAMOLIS ~ EVEN IF I LAST BLIT
PERSON TO THIS A SINGLE DAY.."
FLOATING WORLD.

“I HEREBY
ASK FOR YOUR
PERMISSION.” \
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AT FIRST THEY COMPLIED WITH HIS WISHES,
BUT LATER WORRIED ABOUT LEAVING MUSASHI
ALONE IN THE MOUNTAINS. IT FELT
DISRESPECTFUL AND NEGLIGENT. ANYWAY,
THERE WERE REPORTS OF S5TRANGE THINGS
HAPPENING AROUND THE CAVE.

40 THEY DECIDED TO 60 TO GET HIM. ~, ,

e
g o,

;
s
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A% HE WISHED), HIS BODY.
WAS DRESSED. IN ARMOR.

AND Hg WAS BURIED IN=
| TENAGA YUGE VILLAGE,
IN THE Nozrus%ri

I WROTE TO LORD
NAGAOKA, THANKING HIM
& FOR THE CARE MY FATHER
RECEIVED IN HIS LAST
DAYS, AND FOR ERECTING
THE TOMB IN
KUMAMOTO.

AS A SMALL TOKEN
OF GRATITUDE, I ALSO
SENT HIM A PACKAGE
OF PEACHES AND
DRIED FISH.

AH, HERE IS
SHUNZAN WITH
THE OTHERS.

AS HAVE I,
'YONEMURA-SAN,
AS HAVE I.

THIS DAY'S
< GONE BY QUICKLY, L
IORI-SAN. THANK )_
YOU FOR TELLNG Mg | &, =
ABOUT YOLR FATHER, "G
MUSASHI-SAMA, T'VE
ENJOYED BEING
HERE WITH
you.






OEBPS/images/page167.jpg





OEBPS/images/page164.jpg
V

o

DURING THE LAST STAGE
OF MY FATHER’S LIFE, 1
HAD BEEN KEPT INFORMED
BY LETTERS FROM LORD
NAGAOKA SHIKIBU AND
LORD NAGAOKA KENMOTSU.
ON HEARING OF HIS VERY
GRAVE CONDITION, I RACED
TOWN TO KUMAMOTO.

%

e
o

“WHILE ON THE
WAY, DO NOT
BEGRLDGE DEATH.”
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DO NOT TURN YOUR BACK ON/THE VARIOUS WAYS OF THIS WORLD.
DO/NOT SCHEME FOR PHYSICAL: PLEASURE.

DO/NOT INTEND TO RELY. ON ANYTHING.

CONSIDER YOURSELF LIGHTLY; CONSIDER THE WORLD DEEPLY.
DO/NOT.EVER THINK IN ACQUISITIVE TERMS.

DO/NOT REGRET; THINGS ABOUT- YOUR OWN PERSONAL LIFE:

DO NOT ENVY. ANOTHER’S GOOD OR EVIL.

DO/NOT LAMENT, PARTING ON/ANY ROAD WHATSOEVER:

DO/NOT COMPLAIN, OR FEEL BITTERLY ABOUT; YOURSELF OR OTHERS.
HAVEINO HEART, FOR APPROACHNG THE PATH,OF LOVE

DO/NOT HAVE PREFERENCES.

DO/NOT HARBOR HOPES FOR YOUR OWN PERSONAL HOME:

DO/NOT HAVE A LIKING FOR DELICIOUS FOOD FOR YOURSELF.

DO/NOT: CARRY,ANTIQUES HANDED, DOWN FROM GENERATION O, GENERATION:
DO/NOT. FAST SO THAT,IT, AFFECTS, YOU PHYSICALLY.

WHILE MILITARY, EQUIPMENT: IS ANOTHER MATTER; DO NOT BE FOND OF MATERIAL THINGS:
WHILE ON THE WAY, DO NOT BEGRUDGE DEATH:

DO/NOT BE INTENT ON POSSESSING VALUABLES OR A FIEE IN OLD AGE.
RESPECT, THE GODS AND, THE BUDDHAS, BUT,DO,NOT; RELY. ON, THEM.
THOUGH YOU GIVE UP. YOUR/LIFE; DO NOT, GIVE/UP YOUR HONOR:
NEVER DEPART: FROM THE, WAY. OF THE MARTIAL ARTS.





OEBPS/images/page169.jpg





OEBPS/images/page130.jpg
I HAD HEARD

A GREAT DEAL ABOUT
YOUR REPUTATION,
MIYAMOTO-DONO.

BUT I HAD

NEVER THOLGHT
YOU WERE THIS
STRONG!

FROM THAT TIME ON
LORD TAVATOSHI BEGAN
PRACTICING MUSASHI’S
TWO-$WORD STYLEX.

X SNITEN ICH-RYL? IN JAPANESE.
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NOH THEATRE...
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BUT, A% I SATD, LORY TAPATOSHI
WA AVERY CULTUREY LORY. HE
INVITED MUSASHI TO 51T N = |
WITH THE INNER CIRCLE TO

D15C065 MATTERS OF GOVERNMENT.

..BUT THE
PLAN MAY AFFECT
THE TAIMYOJ!
FAMILY TEMPLE
AT MOUNT
TATSUDA.

WHAT ARE YOLIR
THOLGHTS ON THIS ISSLEE,
MIYAMOTO-DONO?

HOSOKAWA-SAMA,
I THINK WE FIRST
NEED TO HEAR MORE
FROM THE TRADERS
ASSOCIATION
REGARDING THEIR
PLANS FOR THE
KLROKAMI AREA.

PERHAPS WE SHOULD
ASK THE TRADERS TO
PRESENT THEIR PLANS

TO US IN DETAIL.
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MUSASHI HIMSELF WAS UNUSUAL FOR A WARRIOR

OF THE TIME IN BEING ABLE TO READ AND WRITE.

LORD TADATOSH| SEEMED TO VALUE HIS COMPANY,
AND THEY ENGAGED IN MANY ACTIVITIES TOSETHER,
SUCH A% SHODO CALLIGRAPHY...
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* SCROLL CALLIGRAPHY: “AN UNENDING $EA OF BLESSINGS.”

MIYAMOTO-DONO,
YOU HAVE NEVER
WRITTEN AN ACCOLNT
OF YOUR STYLE,
HAVE You?

NOT YET.

I HAD NOT
CONSIDERED IT
NECESSARY,
MY LORD.

BUT, DO YOU
NOT THINK THAT
IS A GREAT
PITY?

PERHAPS YoU
WOULD DO IT FOR
MY SAKE?
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IN FEBRUARY 1641,
MUSASHI PRESENTED LORD
TADATOSH| WITH A SHORT
VOCUMENT - “THE THIRTY-FIVE
ARTICLES OF THE
MARTIAL ARTS.>

-
THIS IS ONE
OF THE GREAT
TREASURES OF
I/%i'i‘ MY LIFE.
)
o ) = =
g % 5 SN
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SUIBOKUGA PAINTING...
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---AND TEA CEREMONY.
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MUSASHI WAS 50 AFFECTED BY
THE DEATH OF LORD TADATOSHI,
THAT HE RETIRED FROM PUBLIC
WORK FOR A YEAR.

7

T
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WHEN HE EVENTUALLY CAME
OUT AGAIN, HIS INTEREST
IN MEDITATION HAD
EARLY INCREASED.
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IT APPEARS
THAT I HAVE

NOT CALMED MY

"ENTERING THE

SPIRIT WELL

FOREST HE MOVES

NOT THE GRASS..."

ENOUGH YET.
-

“ENTERING THE
WATER HE MAKES NOT
ARIPPLE."
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ZEN IN THE
COMPANY OF MONKS AT
THE TAISHOJI TEMPLE.
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THE CROW
IMITATING THE WAYS
OF THE CORMORANT.
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