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Harvey Comics first published Richie Rich, a comic about an extremely wealthy and kind boy, in 1953. Marvel Gomics
decided to enter the rich-and-nice-boy market in 1985. As you can see, Royal Roy was a totally original take on the theme.
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When your business is either saving the world or destroying it it's only natural that characters
would ideologically identify themselves.

AUTHORITARIAN

L L
0 . .
. .
. ° . 0
L LJ
° (@}
o
= =
< (2}
o m
W Y & )
o <
S y 3
. ° <
m
L .
.
.
0
L

LIBERTARIAN





OPS/images/f0109-01.jpg
ALTEREGOS

Bobby Digital vs. Batman

In 1998, the rapper RZA, best known for being the unofficial leader of the Wu-Tang Glan, released his first solo
album under the pseudonym Bobby Digital, a futuristic superhero. RZA stuck close to the persona and after a
while, the rapper's life began looking somewhat familiar.

A Superhero alter-ego . Extremely wealthy  Butler on staff 4 Bomb-proof and bulletproof custom car
A Bulletproof and knife-proof super-suit
4 Crime-fighter A Gold album 4 Cover by artist Bill Sienkiewicz
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Scrooge McDuck’s Family Tree

The story of the McDucks actually dates back to AD 122 when the clan was known as the MacDuichs.
They dropped the Gaslic spelling 800 years later. The modern history, however, is a different (duck) tale.
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Joker’s Utility Belt, 1952

It's a short-lived conceit.

After being bested by Batmar in Batman #73,
the Joker decides he wants his own utility belt.
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snake pellets to stop a conveyor belt
carrying Robin to a fiery death.
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replaces Batman's gas
pellets for blooming
flower pellets, $0 when
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1 never thought you'd
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The 22 pages that are standard in American comics are read pretty much like any other book you pick up: from left to
right and top to bottom. Japanese comics lhOugl’\ called manga, are bound on the other side and are read from ngnl to left.
anga is printed on smaller-sized paper than its American counterpart and has six times the number of pages.

JAPANESE
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Venom’s Family Web

When Spider-Man receives a new, black costume in 1984’s Secret Wars storyline, it turns out the outfit is actually alive. It's
a Symbiote, or a member of an alien race that gives powers to the host it bonds with. Spider-Man eventually rejects the
Symbiote and the costume escapes, quickly finding a new host in the former Daily Bugle reporter Eddie Brock. Brock and
the Symbiote bond, and together they become Venom, creating one of Spider-Man’s arch rivals. The Symbiote, how-

ever, doesn’t stop at Brock. It's history with hosts, transformations and offspring (yup, the costume has spawn) created a
tangled...er, web of hosts.

0 Spider-Man

——
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—
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cIflmc;evr\ﬂl sI';’;ns Voted
to Kill Robin

In late 1988 the DC Comics brass became aware of the
public’s unfavorable opinion of the current Robin, Jason Todd.
So that September, DC set up a phone line to ueterm:ne the
fate of Batman’s sidekick and instructed fans

1-900-720-2660 to save Robin, or 1-900-720-: 2666 to kill him.
With the phone lines open for two days and each call costing
50¢, more than 10,000 people voted.

KILL ROBIN
51%

According to then Batman editor Denny O'Neil, one man programmed his phone to dial the “kill” number every 90 seconds
for 8 hours, which could have generated enough votes to sway the outcome (and cost the caller $160).
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How to Spot a Vigilante

This class of superheroes has more in common
than just their ability to kick major ass.
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Ranking the Man of Steel’s films by enjoyment.
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HAWKEYE: The Marvel Comics archer also has an evolving quiver.
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Archer Appeal

GREEN ARROW: The DC Comics archer has a vast array of arrows that's always changing. Here are a few classics.

First used in 1947, the boxing glove
arrowhead was originally the size of a Explosive Trident
baseball. Later in his career it increases arrow arrow
in size (and hilarity) to a full-scale glove.

L
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Kandor, the capital city of Krypton, was stolen and shrunk by
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Save for Snoopy, Charlie Brown’s team was notoriously terrible. Good grief.
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Fast-Ball Special

THE MARVEL COMICS EDITORIAL BASEBALL TEAM

For years, Marvel Comics has had a company softball team. Here’s how Marvers Bullpen Bombers fared against
the Warren Warriors on August 3, 1982.
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The Library
of Congress
Comic Collection

The Library of Congress’s mission, according to official policy, is to create a
“comprehensive record of the Platinum, Golden, and Silver Ages of US comic book
publishing (representing the formative years of comic book development as well

as current trends).” They collect a lot; but they also miss a lot. Here's how they go
about beefing up their collection.
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