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would finally succumb to Maxine’s full frontal assault, but Malcolm’s
mental gymnastics as to why he wasn’t going to go all in and bone Angel
again were a bit ridiculous considering the fact that his wife was not only
the initiator of the whole scenario, but she was urging him on to boot! I'm
surprised he held out as long as he did. I guess he was just trying to do the
right thing by his wife, but damn! Who wouldn’t jump at a chance like that?
Oh wait, I know who wouldn’t. All the people who find sex in the book
icky. Brace yourself. Complaints are coming. (insert Game of Thrones
meme here)

So, what was with all the random, cutesy names Maxine and Malcolm
were using? It was somewhat amusing, but it’s not something I'd care to see
every issue. It almost felt like a competition to see who could come up with
the best pet name. What made you think of it? Were they all just rejected
Josh Eichhorn credits you had lying around?

Now, on to the star of the cover, Scourge! This was an excellent
introduction to a new villain. I liked how the events at Genetech not only
set up Scourge’s first appearance, but may have also setup future threats
unleashed by Scourge as he laid waste to Genetech. It was also nice to
get a little background on where Buffalo Stu came from. This really
felt like the launch of a new era for Malcolm, like he’s finally getting his
very own Overlord, and I really hope it’s the start of something bigger.
Scourge certainly has the potential to be a long-lasting villain given how
easily he cut Malcolm down to size and blew Angel’s face off! I’ll admit
that you’ve once again got me nervous about the fate of a favourite SD
character. However, given the cover for next issue I suspect you may
be going back to the well that is Malcolm’s blood, so Angel might just
make it out of this alive. She’s also figured prominently on a couple of
upcoming covers so that’s somewhat reassuring, but we all know how
you like to be misleading with your covers at times, so nothing is certain.
Damn you, Larsen!

While we’re on the subject of Malcolm’s blood, you have to wonder how
long this panacea of his can last. His supply of Freak Out must be limited,
so when he runs out of it his blood will be pretty useless. Unless of course
Bellco has a Toronto division. Which would be kind of awesome when I
think about it. I'd love to see some more of Melvin Bellco, and if he had
a division in Toronto that would be the perfect excuse for an appearance.
(hint hint)

At any rate, I can’t wait to see how this all pans out, and judging by your
current publishing schedule I might not have to wait too long. You’ve been
on fire lately! What’s up with that? You’d think that it would be nice to have
a few issues in hand to give yourself a little breathing room. After all, pretty
soon you’re going to need all the breathing room you can get as you start
putting together that 100-page spectacular that will be issue #250, right?

See you next issue!

Andrew d’Entremont
Ottawa, ON, Canada

In this particular instance, I had a family vacation coming up and
my choice was to push through an issue or have it bumped two full
weeks. So, I buckled down and made it happen,

And yes, I must admit, upcoming covers really can take the sting out
of some of my cliffhangers. It’s pretty much impossible to hoodwink
readers into thinking Angel’s bought the farm when she’s jumping
around and fighting bad guys on an upcoming cover. But what is a
guy to do? Not feature characters on covers? That’s not a good option
either. At some point I’m going to use that to my advantage and feature
characters I know will be dead and then kill them off and leave them
dead forever--just let the covers be inaccurate.

As far as cutesy nicknames go--that’s just the way some people roll.

Erik,

Savage Dragon 237 was superb. The Scourge is an insanely scary and
excellent new villain. In his very first appearance you have him kill off
Angel, who is one of your lead characters and one of my favorites. She is
on the cover for issue 239 so my fingers are crossed that this is a fake-out.
We all know how Maxine was brought back and we know thats an option
you have available.

You have re-continued the Angel/Malcolm/Maxine threesome
storyline. If Angel survives I would love to see repercussions of this most
definitely. If this continues it would be interesting to see if Malcolm starts
to fall in love with Angel and Maxine will start to regret talking both of
them into the very thing they agreed on NOT doing a couple of years back.

On a lighter note thanks for a truly Savage summer. Its been awesome
to get so many new issues in such a short amount of time. I must also admit
to you that it was hard to accept Malcolm taking over for Dragon but you
have finally won me over. The last twelve issues since 225 has cemented
Malcolm as a worthy heir to the title. Great work!

Just one request. I would love to see The Deadly Duo show up in
Canada. Ialways enjoy their antics.

Ben Wade
Orlando, FL

I’m torn on including more established characters in Toronto. I do
love ‘em but it strains credibility to have them coincidentally showing
up to Malcolm’s new home.

Hi Erik --

You worry me.

And when I say that, I mean you make me worry about the characters
in Savage Dragon. I mean, you’ve killed most of the first generation of
characters (Dart... Rapture, more villains than I can count... and even the
original Dragon himself), and in recent months Maxine, Jennifer (!), and
now maybe Angel.

Sure, Maxine’s death didn’t quite “take,” and something mysterious
(Jen resurrected? an unborn Dragon child?) is crawling out of Jennifer’s
grave, but I'm still really worried about Angel, ‘cause she’s one of my fave
characters and when you kill a character, a lot of the time they stay dead.
(Yeah, I realize It may have just been Malcolm’s POV that she was/is dead,
but--Dang!--it didn’t look good!)

As an author, I try not to kill characters until (and unless) their story is
“over” -- that is, they’ve run their course, and there’s nothing more I can
(or care) to do with them. And, of course, some of them just tend to write
their own dramatic ends. But, I don’t feel that any of those things is true
with Angel. I feel there are a lot more stories to tell with her, and I also feel
that she adds an interesting “family dynamic” with Malcolm & Maxine.
(Wow. Ican’t believe that after all these years, I'm writing to you about the
children of the original characters I used to send an occasional letter about!
That’s something amazing, man, and [ really admire your choice to set this
book in real time.)

I meant to write you when Maxine died, saying pretty much the same
thing, but by the time I was going to actually do it, the new ish had come
out and so there seemed no need. (Though that was one hell of a bait-
and-switch with the uber-sexy cover followed by killing one of the cover
characters. Glad Maxine finally got her shaving done.)

So, though I know you’ve almost certainly already plotted out whatever
Angel’s final fate will be, please put me down in the column for letting her
live to have more wild threesomes with Malcolm & Maxine. Or whatever
her life leads to.

And speaking of the adult nature of this book now... I honestly think
his is the best version of Savage Dragon ever. It was like for all those
years, this more adult version was lurking just below the surface, waiting
o be let out. I'm glad you decided to just do what you want, draw what
you want, fully, and not worry about the timeworn conventions of what
most “normal” comics might do or say -- or not do or say. You’ve always
marched to a slightly different drummer, pal, but I really think you’ve
caught the groove of your own beat now. For years, SD has been at the
op of my “must read” comics list. And now it’s so far up that list that |
actually buy the digital editions as they come out, rather than wait for my
next comic shop visit to read my print copy.

Yes, I'm enjoying SD so much right now that I'm paying for it twice!

Keep up the good work.

And bring back Angel!

Still Worried --

Steve Sullivan

I don’t believe in waiting until I have nothing more to say about a
character before killing them off. At that point--nobody cares--and I
want readers to feel something. I want them to say, “but they had so
much potential!” not “Eh! I was sick of ‘em.” I’ve never killed off a
character that I didn’t have a ton of stories left to tell about. Luckily, I
have a ton of characters and a lot of stories left to tell so it’s all good.

Dear Erik,

#237 and 238 were excellent in excecution and unique in content. The
emergence of the new villain Scourge was not only exciting but also a
welcome sight in relation to all the sexual content. You raise a couple of
good issues regarding lust and the inability to get a grip on the weaknesses
of the flesh and of the mind. Food for thought for I suspect many of us.
Especially Rose petal’s remark at the end of #238 about two consenting
adults behind closed doors and why they’re not fucking really signifies a
sex-obsessed addiction that completely dominates the mind and that for me
personally rang an all to familiar bell. Glad to see that Love is (hopefully)
prevailling in the end.

1 did love the opening page of #237 a lot and the contrast with what the
other cast was doing worked very well. All in all I’'m thouroughly enjoying
the comic each month and I continue looking forward to what will be in all
these kooky character’s lives. One small question.., after the appearence
of Buffalo Stu (which was really cool), I started wondering about native
American or Canadian characters that are basically almost never around...
and chance for some “First Nation” characters to make an appearance?

Anyhow, keep up the excellent work, and all the best to the complete
Savage Dragon Team,

Damir Segon
The Netherlands.

I don’t do a lot of regional representative characters because I find
it a bit hokey. It’s always seemed weird to me that white characters
can become any kind of character based on what radioactive creature
bit them or flew through their open window but if a story is set in
some other country characters are steeped in local flavor. Contrast
the Avengers with Alpha Flight for an example of that. There have
been a few Native American characters along the way in my corner
of the Image universe (most notably Barbaric from Freak Force)
but some have been hidden behind masks or have been physically
transformed in some way. I imagine there’ll be more to come.

-Erik Larsen

NEXT: The Captain’s Name is... Tootsie!

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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e-mail: Erik@savagedragon.com

Welcome to Savage Dragon #240. Just ten issues away from yet another
milestone. Hard to wrap my brain around the reality that I’m into the 240s

..we get mail and I print it. So, here’s some of that...

Hi Erik!

You have experimented as a writer and as an artist many times on Savage
Dragon. Panel layouts, homage panels, the works. Being a big Watterson
fan (don’t worry, even bigger Larsen fan), issue 236 was a milestone issue.
The idea - great; the self contained story where you also manager to inject
character development - great; those Calvin like spreads.... AMAZING!!!!

Loved this issue. Loved it.

If you want to part with one of those spreads... please give me a ring.

Now, time to see who the Scourge is. Luckily, I have the issue in front of
me. Can’t wait!

Cheers,

Lennart Boorsma
Bussum, the Netherlands

Well, cool. Glad it went over relatively well.

Hey Erik,

I just picked up and finished Savage Dragon 236 and 237. For 236. 1
have to agree, I was already thinking Bill Watterson 5 pages in and later
on it had stylistically seemed to be mixed in with a bit of Ditko Dark
Dimension even. Or maybe Watterson liked Ditko’s work? Who knows, 1
won’t bug the guy. Watterson I mean. We know what happened to Ditko.

I'm glad the cast is starting to pick up on Maxine’s problem. I felt
like she was making a cry for help well before her brief death after the
children were born when she shared that wine bottle with Angel. Maybe
it’s psychological or biological but I’'m thinking it could be something else
acting on her. While I doubt we’re going to see a wicked worm at the base
of her neck or anything, the Dragon family has dealt with many odd entities
who could potentially be involved (maybe someone with exposed brains!).

I am loving Marsha’s limited ability to fly! Wondering if Malcolm can
do anything similar like that. (with 237 and losing his lower half, I had
a gruesome idea but I can’t help but smirk at the image of him shooting
lighting out of his bottom chunks to chase after the Scourge).

I do believe you have the honor of publishing Chabot’s Mighty Skull
Boy printed with full color interiors for the first time anywhere. Love
Jacob’s work and I think most Savage Dragon fans should buy his books
(as well as Chris G’s).

For 237 - The Genetech/Crawfish Kettlecorn side story had a strong
Golden Age vibe to it, even the Scourge’s look too, but it was also hilariously
absurd in its juxtaposition to the slice of life pages with Malcolm, Maxine
and Angel. That’s real life isn’t it? People are working while others are
fucking.

That said, it’s interesting to see Malcolm’s ethics. I recall that you
revealed his father’s ethics in a letter column in the limited series. He
didn’t have a “code” per se against killing but he wasn’t going to kill
when he could incapacitate... at the beginning of the series. He certainly
became gleeful killing those martians. Malcolm not killing incapacitated
Demonoids was refreshing but that later fight...

Scourge certainly packs a punch. While her face looked very much
fried, I didn’t see Angel’s head explode so I’'m not so sure about her being
dead. I hope not. It was bad enough having one Angel die. We never did
get an idea about Angel or Jenifer’s ability to recover from wounds (e.g.
regeneration or were there limits to their invulnerability).

With Malcolm’s lower half blown off, I wonder what effects this will have
on Maxine’s condition. Will she even care if her drive is demanding enough?

Keep it up. You’ve had me buying since 1992 and I'm still fascinated
with your book.

Ami Gorgoroso
Washington DC

I’ll do whatever I can do to keep you reading. Thanks for being
along for the ride.

Dear Erik,

Well, I'm sure glad I didn’t read Savage Dragon 237 at work. I might
have gotten some weird glances from co-workers or customers. I think this
might be the most explicit issue yet. The scary part is that this much sex
in the book usually results in more babies. There will be a huge brood of
children at this rate. Maybe the ladies in Malcolm’s life should think about
getting their tubes tied. The reveal that Malcolm and Angel were talking in
front of Maxine was a good gag, though.

I never get tired of Kevin. The combo of the terrifying lightning skull
and sweater vest with tie is such a great visual. I look forward to seeing how
he handles parenthood.

The Scourge is a pretty sharp looking villain. I hope he sticks around.
It feels like it’s been a long time since this book has had a scary big bad
lurking behind the scenes, as Overlord once did. And Crawfish Kettlecorn

FINSRDDICTD
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is my new favourite silly comic book name. Although, I suppose it’s
not 100% certain that Kettlecorn is the Scourge. The bottom half of
his costume gives me Green/Hobgoblin vibes and part of the fun of the
Goblins was always guessing who was behind the mask. And while it
seems pretty obvious that Kettlecorn puts on the Scourge suit after being
fired, part of me thinks that might be a red herring. Feel free to ignore this
if I completely missed the mark.

Taylor Porter

Halifax, Nova Scotia

At one point Malcolm had a vasectomy and that was supposed to be
the end of it but he’s since had his lower half destroyed and that’s been
undone so he’ll need to go through with that procedure again.

Taking a breath....WHEW. Here we go....
Erik,

SD 237..AMAZING ON EVERY LEVEL! To start it off... Welcome to
the world Aunt Julia!!! Your nieces and nephews will have to earn your
respect one day, but no time soon since you’re s0ooo much younger than 3
of them. I think she and Maddy will be a great tag team in the future if Julia
does develop lightning powers. Between her dad, Uncle Malcolm and Aunt
Marsha, she and Maddy will have very capable teachers on how to control
that deadly power and do amazing things with it.

Now...onto that classic convo with Malcolm and Angel, the layouts
taking us back to many a candid convos Dragon had with people over
the years....and seeing what it led to....bananas!!! I figured that they might
engage again, especially considering what Maxine experienced in her brief
time in her Heaven. It’s no telling how long she was there in that timespan.

Erik...The Scourge has got to be one of the most menacing new villains
you have given us since Malcolm’s era officially begin. Even though we
as the audience know who he is...everything about him is still mysterious.
In the 25 years since the ongoing series began, this man Kettlecorn has
worked at this company that he began. This man, responsible for another
great addition, Buffalo Stu.

When I saw what he did to Angel, I knew right then and there what
would happen, and how it would be revealed to the world. Because you
can’t keep this quiet now. The 230s are wrapping up nicely as we come to
the verge of the Demonoids ready to declare war, now that they have spread
(or just popping up more) to Canada.

I know this letter is as long as Maxine’s sex drive, so I will wrap it
up with the backstories, kudos on a flashback to 2016 and what you had
been saying about BOTH candidates of that year....either way (as I knew)
we was screwed! Oh and [ started off the letters page for the first time,
AWESOME!!

Shoutouts to all the backup artists. How do I get a shot? Do you submit
your story or send a comic strip in you’ve done?

As always thanx for the funnybooks,

NorViance Henry
Decatur, GA
(@goat1408

Julia’s parents had her negated with Freak Out when Mei was
pregnant to avoid what happened to Maxine when Maddy electrocuted
her while in her womb, so it’s unlikely that Julia will develop electrical
powers or any other kind of powers.

As far as backup stuff is concerned--often it’s just connections
through friends or Facebook or through the mail (email or otherwise).

Erik,

Wow. This was a big issue. Where to start? The cover seems a natural
enough starting point, so let’s get right into it!

I know you hemmed and hawed over this cover quite a bit, changing
background colours, and generally dicking around with the text, but I
think the end result justified all the agonizing. The background colour you
settled on looks much better than the original, and the plain black text just
works. [ really dig the look of The Scourge too. The hatching you used
around his mouth and jaw area gives me a bit of a Walt Simonson vibe,
what with the way the lines are spaced out at irregular intervals. This is
definitely a compliment because Walt’s use of lines like this is one of my
favourite aspects of his work.

The interior art was just as tight as the cover, with a standout panel for
me being on page 19, which sees Malcolm and Scourge falling to Earth
with a brick wall in the background. Sure, the splash page of scourge was
a beauty as well, but there’s just something about the way you draw brick
that I absolutely love, so please keep ‘em coming! All in all, this was a
fantastic looking issue, with Nikos, Mike, and Ferran’s work being the
icing on the cake.

The dialogue between Malcolm and Angel on pages two and three was
great. [ think it’s a conversation that’s been long overdue, with Angels
thoughts mirroring my own. She was making some great points and
building a solid case, but then she lost all credibility with that last panel.
“I'm right here guys!” Ha! I loved it! That whole sequence was one of your
better gags in a while! I suppose it was inevitable that Malcolm and Angel
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