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I had drawn some Hopeless Savages comics for 
Oni Press and Jen Van Meter and really enjoyed 
drawing the character Twitch, who was kind of a 
mod kid and had cool hair. I think Scott’s general 
look started as an extension of drawing Twitch a 
whole bunch of times in those comics.

Scott started out as more of a cool kid (i.e. hand-
some) but became goofi er and more cartoony as I 
kept sketching.
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I wore a big blue parka at the 
time, so Scott had one too. My 
dad had given it to me for Christ-
mas before I moved to Toronto.

He got an “X” patch basically 
because I always wanted one. I 
thought it would be the coolest 
thing ever, but was also acutely 
aware that other people wouldn’t 
agree that it was the coolest 
thing ever.

I wore a big blue parka at the 
time, so Scott had one too. My 
dad had given it to me for Christ-
mas before I moved to Toronto.

He got an “X” patch basically 
because I always wanted one. I 
thought it would be the coolest 
thing ever, but was also acutely 
aware that other people wouldn’t 
agree that it was the coolest 
thing ever.

At some point a ridiculously long woolen 
hat came into my life. I think it belonged to 
my girlfriend. I imagined the hat curling up 
like some Tim Burton drawing and gave it 
to Scott like that. 

Throughout the series Scott generally end-
ed up wearing whatever shoes I currently 
had on. It’s just always easier to draw 
something you see all the time.
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Ramona’s hairstyle (long in the front, short in the 
back) was inspired by some girl I saw dancing in 
a night club probably in the late 90s. 

It was always supposed to be crazy colors — part 
of that comes from manga, where the books were 
black and white but the illustrations showed the 
girls’ hair colored differently every time. Since it 
was a black and white book, I never really had to 
worry about what color her hair was!

I briefl y worked with Brian Wood on one of his 
cool, sophisticated, ass-kicking New York girl 
comics. Part of the genesis of Ramona was want-
ing to grab a character like that and take her out 
of her element to boring old Toronto — I think 
that’s why she was a rollerblading delivery girl.
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The central conceit of Ramona having seven evil exes 
came into my head in dumb ways. I wanted to do a 
“shonen” story with a progression of enemies, and I 
was fascinated by the idea that my girlfriend had been 
with other people before me. Seven just seemed like a 
good number.

I put in the initial notes that Ramona’s favorite band 
was Joy Division. She was a pretty tough cookie at 
fi rst. As I wrote and drew her more, she lightened up, 
and her favorite band changed to The Replacements.

The central conceit of Ramona having seven evil exes 
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Wallace’s personality was pretty clearly based on 
my roommate at the time, Chris, who was my sound-
ing board for the many terrible ideas that eventually 
became this book. Chris doesn’t look like Wallace; I 
have no idea who Wallace is supposed to look like. He 
looked like that the fi rst time I ever drew him and he 
barely changed throughout the series.

Knives Chau is kind of a vague amalga-
mation of a lot of different (Asian) girls I 
knew in my late teens and early twenties. 
No naming of names. At the same time, 
she represents “coming of age” very liter-
ally — she changes more than any other 
character through the series, going from 
an innocent kid to a spurned psycho to a 
somewhat mature young adult.

Apparently there’s a character named 
Knives in the anime Trigun. I didn’t know 
that at the time. I got to Knives by twist-
ing the name “Neve” around in my brain.
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Kim Pine isn’t based on anyone; she’s a 
complete fabrication. The name “Kim Pine” 
dates back to high school when I was making 
up a superhero team of X-Men-ripoff mutant 
outcast teenagers. Kim Pine was an angsty 
goth-like girl whose body sprouted spikes 
when anyone got too close to her. Like a 
porcupine!!! GET IT??? 

I liked the name and the germ of the character, 
so I kept her around and put her in other things. 
She became a regular high schooler in my 
short-lived STYLE strip, which I later plundered 
for Scott Pilgrim’s high school past. For Scott 
Pilgrim, she became a sullen freckled redhead 
drummer girl — fi nally, the real Kim. Over the 
course of the series, she became the heart and 
soul of everything and has always been one of 
my favorite characters.
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Stephen Stills is named after the guy from Crosby, 
Stills, Nash and Young, and is loosely inspired by 
my friend Joel, who was the reluctant leader of 
our unruly rock band in 2003-2004. He played an 
acoustic guitar through distortion pedals (sound 
guys hate that), which Stills does too. Stills dress-
es like a cowboy from 1972 mostly because of 
his namesake and partly because I was obsessed 
with Gram Parsons at the time. 

Young Neil is named after the other guy from Crosby, Stills, 
Nash and Young. Everyone I knew was obsessed with Neil 
Young in high school; he had a little boom period in the 90s. 
Initially, Young Neil was actually 9 years old and hung out 
with these 23 year olds for no apparent reason, but I realized 
(a) the joke was unsustainable, and (b) I stole it from a gag 
in Say Anything.

Young Neil started out as kind of a nothing character, but 
he grew a lot throughout the series while staying under the 
radar. Visually, he was based on my friend Jacob, age 19 
(i.e. he was based on a younger version of my friend Jacob 
from a few years before I started the book).

Stills’s hair looked “weird” to me in this 
volume and I kept changing it throughout 
the series, never quite satisfi ed.
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Stacey may have been inspired 
by my sister, Stacey.

Julie was loosely inspired by a girl I 
knew in Toronto. I haven’t seen her 
since before all these comics, but if 
she ever reads this… I’m sorry! I liked 
her. She was not a superbitch. But it 
was easy to cartoonify her personality 
and turn her into one, and I was lazy. 
I like Julie, too, by the way. She was 
named Julie Powers both because it 
rhymes with Flowers and as an hom-
age to Julie Power from Power Pack, 
an old Marvel comic that ruled my life 
when I was young.
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Sandra and Monique are basically just spokespeople for 
the vast sea of background characters at all the parties 
and shows throughout the series. They were named 
after two girls from my middle school classes (like in 
1990-1992, so, a while ago). I wonder if they ever saw the 
movie or something and were like “wait a minute…”

Once upon a time a roommate and I ran-
domly saw a bunch of Bollywood videos 
on Saturday morning TV and I fi led it away 
as something I wanted to do in a comic 
someday. Matthew Patel was created mainly 
for this purpose. He was visually based on a 
guy I saw on the train one time. Named for 
Harsh Patel, designer of the titling font used 
throughout the book: Black Letter Day.

Trasha. I guess I applied the “one 
of these characters is a little kid” 
joke here in a different and more 
interesting way. 

Comeau is based on a 
real Comeau in real life. 
It’s complicated.
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The inside of their apartment was an 
amalgamation of different places. The 
chair and TV setup was from Chris’s 
room when we lived together. The round 
rug was from my room. The kitchen was 
from my apartment when I lived on my 
own. I think I had my computer on a 
short table like that for a while, too. 

I drew a fl oor plan for the apartment 
that doesn’t make any sense. The 
exterior/interior space doesn’t make 
sense either — in reality that door 
leads to a closet-sized storage area. 
Oh well! It’s magic!
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The exterior of Stephen’s house 
was just down the street from 
mine. The other end of my street 
curved in an appealing way. The 
particular house looked exactly 
the same as the one I was living in 
at the time, but I liked it better (for 
no apparent reason).

The interior was from a completely 
different place, my friends’ apart-
ment on Dundas, where our band 
used to practice. We used to drink 
Pepsi out of coffee mugs and eat 
toast and cook big dinners in that 
kitchen. It was all real life stuff.
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One of the things I fi gured out on this book 
was: if I set the story in my very own neigh-
borhood, I could easily seek out locations 
and try to do a better job of drawing them 
than I ever had before. I went whole hog 
with photo reference. My camera back then 
was very crummy so these were never the 
best shots, but they were good enough to 
inject some verisimilitude into my drawings 
of these mundane Toronto settings.

I was walking around and spotted this bizarre little door with an 
abandoned grocery cart in front of it and instantly thought, “That’s 
where Scott and Wallace live.”
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I lived one street over from this library. I worked in libraries all through school, so I have a particular 
fondness for them.

Knives’ school is actually a boys’ 
Catholic school called St. Michael’s. 
The Goodwill and Pizza Pizza and other 
stuff they visit on their date is all on the 
same block as the school (around the 
corner of St. Clair and Bathurst).
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“Scott Pilgrim”
By Bryan Lee O’Malley
For a series of original graphic novels

21 November, 2003

Volume 1 plot:

Scott Pilgrim is a 23-year-old jobless type of kid living in Toronto. He has a few jerky friends and 
they’re in a band together.  He lives with two gay roommates.  He’s dating this Chinese-Canadian high 
school girl named Knives Chau, who is totally thrilled to be going out with a 23-year-old indie rock 
type of guy.  She’s making this gradual transition from preppie Asian girl to ultra-hip scenester indie 
rock chick, which leaves Scott pretty cold.
 Scott has hit this point in his life where he’s in a sort of slacker Zen state. Nothing really bothers 
him and he’s always pretty cheery, in a laid-back, kind of slightly disturbing way.  If Raleigh from Lost 
At Sea was more complex than most people, then Scott is less complex than most people, and that 
suits him fi ne. He plays video games, cooks dinner for his friends and roommates, watches television, 
refrains from smoking of drinking or having sex with his desperately horny 17-year old girlfriend, and 
has a great old time of it all.
 Into this comes a necessary complication: one day, Scott happens to meet a new girl who com-
pletely wrecks his mind instantly. All he knows about her is that her name is Ramona Flowers (a name 
he’ll never ever forget) and she’s absolutely amazing and he’s smitten. She starts to show up around 
town and she even invades his dreams. Through various sources he fi nds out that she’s some kind of 
courier or delivery girl and she’s reportedly American. He conspires to meet her.  He has some degree 
of natural charm.  They hit it off.  Soon his dreams come true and they’re dating.
 But wait – he’s still dating Knives Chau, isn’t he? That’s bad. That turns into an ugly scene.  
She’s a little crazy and unwilling to let go. He somehow weasels his way out. Two weeks later, 
Knives pops up again, now a full-fl edged insanely fashionable scenester indie rock chick. Now she’s 
dating Scott’s bandmate, Stephen Stills. She starts hanging around all the time, coming to band 
practice and whatnot.
 That’s okay. Scott has Ramona and they’re stupidly happy together, although she seems to 
mention someone named Gideon a lot (maybe her brother or something?) and she gets a little odd 
sometimes. Scott isn’t worried – that’s just part of the package when you have a cool-ass girlfriend.
 Around this time, Scott starts getting letters and e-mails and the occasional polite phone call 
from this one guy named Matt who says, very politely, that they are going to have to fi ght pretty 
soon. Apparently he’s Ramona’s ex-boyfriend? He tries to set a date for a fi ght, but Scott is kind of 
completely uninterested in anything he has to say, and keeps hanging up and hitting delete and 
trashing letters. One morning the guy calls and gay roommate Wallace gets it and the guy says he’s 
coming today whether Scott likes it or not. Wallace has to go to work, but he warns the still-sleeping 
Scott that he should probably train or something. Later, Wallace gets back and asks Scott if the guy 
showed up, and Scott is like “yeah, I won,” barely looking up from his video game. Wallace gets 
upset and then Scott fi nally gives in and tells him the whole exciting story, relayed to us in an action-
packed fl ashback fi ght scene.
 That night Scott and Ramona hang out and he asks her what was up with that guy Matt. She 
says oh yeah, you have to fi ght my seven evil ex-boyfriends, I guess? He says, is Gideon one of 
them? But she doesn’t want to talk about it. This is the epilogue of book one and sets the stage for 
the rest of the series.
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About that:

 The further books in the series will alternate between fi ghting, training, band practice, shows, the 
ongoing relationship with Ramona Flowers, the building mystery of Gideon, the continuing traumatic 
experience that is Knives Chau, and the constant presence of Scott’s friends and family to tell him 
everything he’s doing is wrong, all the time. It’s a shonen fi ght comic (like DRAGONBALL Z or RANMA 
1/2) and a slice of life / indie rock / romantic comedy story (like BLUE MONDAY or KAREKANO), all 
rolled into one.  It’s a slacker action romantic comedy. I have no idea how many volumes it should 
be – the easy answer is 7 volumes, one for each evil ex-boyfriend, but I think it can be done in less, 
depending on the page count. (The future volumes will have extended titles, such as “SCOTT AND 
THE INFINITE SADNESS,” as well as volume numbers.)

Characters:

SCOTT PILGRIM: 23-year-old gifted slacker. In a band called SEX BOB-OMB or “Bobby” for short, 
plays guitar, poorly. Wears the same clothes every day; has a MedicAlert bracelet that just says “look 
out”. Plays video games and spends too much time on the Internet. He is a good cook and a devilishly 
charming rogue. Torontonian.

KNIVES CHAU: Scott’s (current) girlfriend, a 17-year-old cute, perky, Chinese-Canadian high schooler.  
Toronto girl. Scott met her on the bus with her mom. She thinks it’s really fucking cool to be dating a 
23-year-old indie rock kinda guy. Scott is content and delighted with her and generally happy in that 
weird, disturbing, Seymour Glass way. She is like a pretty doll and he loves hearing her talk about 
yearbook and high school politics and shit. They’re not having sex because he doesn’t want to, even 
though she wants to and claims she’s not a virgin.

RAMONA FLOWERS: Scott’s (future) girlfriend. A girl who is the shit. Age unknown, everything un-
known. She is attractive, fashionable, desirable, badass, quite likely unattainable, American; a delivery 
girl for Amazon.com. Rollerblading subspace courier, using travel methods unknown to Canadians.  
Has somewhat fat legs and terrifcally pink hair. Carries a subspace suitcase that looks like a trendy 
bowling bag with a star on it. Her head glows (or whatever the fuck it’s doing) when she’s upset.

GIDEON GRAVES: (note: he most likely won’t appear in Volume 1, although he will be mentioned.) 
Ramona’s (current? ex?) boyfriend, whom she mentions offhandedly sometimes but never seems to 
give him the importance he seems to command. Lives in New York City. He may or may not be a 7-foot 
tall, long haired, impeccably purple-suited, fl ying, ultradimensional supervillian. He may or may not 
nuke the entire west coast when he fi nds out Scott and Ramona are dating. He may or may not make 
people die over the phone line. He may or may not be the last boss of Scott’s life.

WALLACE P. WELDON: Scott’s gay roommate, who tries not to be a stereotypical gay roommate, 
but obviously, fails. Acts as Scott’s main foil. Hates being called Wally. Deals with Scott’s training and 
generally has information on Scott’s next opponents, somehow.

STEPHEN STILLS: Likes to be called “Steve,” but Scott, et al., always refer to him as his full name, 
Stephen Stills, which he hates. In a band with Scott. They never seem to play instruments or anything, 
though. Stephen Stills is very put-upon.

KIM PINE: (from “Style”) Has no idea why she’s in this comic. Cute. Went to high school with Scott. 
Hangs around with them despite herself. She should have better things to do, but apparently does not. 
A constant presence, and very put-upon. Possibly in the band. Possibly used to date either Scott or 
Stephen Stills. Nobody really cares. “Why are you here, Kim?” is a common question in these parts.

YOUNG NEIL: 9 years old. Hangs around with Scott and them. Acts just like them. Real name un-
known. Possibly in the band. Possibly someone’s little brother? We don’t really talk about it.

STACEY PILGRIM: Scott’s younger, more successful sister. Attends the University of Toronto. Major-
ing in saving the world. Has various odd jobs which are always somehow fabulous. Dates guys who 
invariably turn out gay and are seduced by Wallace.
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The original opening spread from Scott Pilgrim’s Precious Little Life.



The original cover for Scott Pilgrim’s Precious Little Life.
190190190



An original strip / ad done for the July Diamond Previews catalog in 2004.
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is a Canadian cartoonist. His six-volume Scott Pilgrim

series was a New York Times bestseller, an LA Times 

Book Prize finalist, and won an Eisner Award, two Harvey 

Awards, a Doug Wright Award and a Joe Shuster Award. 

In 2010, Scott Pilgrim was adapted into a critically-ac-

claimed major motion picture (from Universal) and video 

game (from Ubisoft). O’Malley lives in Los Angeles with 

his wife (acclaimed cartoonist Hope Larson) and several 

cats and dogs.

O’MALLEYBRYAN LEE

FAIRBAIRNNATHAN 

is a Canadian colorist who, since breaking into the 

industry in 2007, has worked extensively for DC, Marvel, 

Dark Horse, Top Cow, and Oni Press. He won the Shuster 

Award in 2010 for Outstanding Colourist. Titles he has 

worked on include Batman Incorporated, Wolverine: 

Weapon X, Swamp Thing, and the Eisner-nominated mini-

series Mystic. Fairbairn lives in Vancouver, BC.
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SCOTT PILGRIM’S STORY CONTINUES IN…
Scott Pilgrim Color Hardcover 
Volume 2
Scott Pilgrim vs. The World
ISBN 978-1-62010-001-1
On Sale Fall 2012!

Scott Pilgrim Color Hardcover 
Volume 3
Scott Pilgrim & The Infinite Sadness
ISBN 978-1-62010-002-8
On Sale Spring 2013!

Scott Pilgrim Color Hardcover 
Volume 4
Scott Pilgrim Gets It Together
ISBN 978-1-62010-003-5
On Sale Fall 2013!

Scott Pilgrim Color Hardcover 
Volume 5
Scott Pilgrim vs. The Universe
ISBN 978-1-62010-004-2
On Sale Spring 2014!

Scott Pilgrim Color Hardcover 
Volume 6
Scott Pilgrim’s Finest Hour
ISBN 978-1-62010-005-9
On Sale Summer 2014!

ALSO AVAILABLE NOW FROM 
BRYAN LEE O’MALLEY &
ONI PRESS…
Lost at Sea
ISBN 978-1-932664-16-4

REVOLUTIONIZE COMICS

For more information on these and other fine Oni Press titles, visit our website at www.onipress.com.








