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“[Artist] Ryan Kelly nimbly
expresses the characters’
feelings while also delivering
on the disturbing images.”
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‘ SILVER LAKE. ‘

WELL, HEY, |
SLEEPING
BEAUTY.

BEEN OUT FOR

THREE PAYS
ALREADY.

L &cOT
THE DPOSE
WRONG.

LM NOT
YERY GOOD
AT PLAYING
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REALITY
WHAT
YOU MAKE

HOW DO
KNOW WE'RE NOT LIYING IN
A YIDEO GANME RIGHT NOW?

"OR ARE WE [i
/4 b a4 LIVING IN A
K N SIMULATIONT” ]
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"IN 1644,
DESCARTES
SUGGESTED
REALITY WAS
AN ILLUSION |

77| CONTURED LiP BY |

5 AN EVIL DEMON,

COMPLETE WITH
PHYSICAL

/I SENSATION AND

Z1 THE IMPRESSION
q OF oTHER
MINDS...”
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I~ fed WELL, HEY, BETTER CALL PAUL,
HOW'S JOBURG TREATING
; =Y MY BEST GUY7
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ClEe, TOAST
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HEY BABE, Mis= YOL.
PHONING IN FOR MY
UPDATE ON ZIRA’S
BIG MYSTERY .
GET ANYWHERE WITH s \
GEEFORCE'S l < ,

LAPTOP? -

GANMES? = = mJ !
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EXACTLY !

OKAY, GUYs. %
YOUR ASSIGNMENT /
S TO WRITE AN ESSAY
PROYING OR DISPROYING
THE SIMULATION
ARGUMENT.

FPOINTS DOCKED
FOR GLITCHY CATS, " |
BENT SPOONS, CHOSEN J

ONES AND ANY OTHER -
< GRATUITOUS MATRIX [~ -
N\ REFERENCES. . A
<N I
) NEW

Chenzira Moleko
o\ Senior Lecturer

susee I GOT |
AEmaZad NOTHING...

1




THERE'S ONE
THING. PLAYING
THE DEMO ON
GEEFORCE'S |
LAPTOP. BUT IM |
NOT SURE I'M
READY TO
GO THERE
YET.

AND YOUR
SCooBY PoO
GANG 7

\]
|

WATCHED THE
YIDEO OF
THAT CRAZY

ON YOLR HANPS 7
YO HAVEN'T HAD
THAT SINCE YOU

S——
I'D LOVE ‘1
TO ASK GEEFORCE
MORE ABOUT IT, BUT HE }
A BUSTED OUT OF THE
- HOSPITAL.

SUDOKU. WISH EVERYONE £
WOULD OPEN UP ABOUT WHAT AL
HAPPENED 1O THEM.

e 2

N e

"WHO KNOWS
WHERE HE
& NOW7”

I'M COMING
To FIND
You, PRINCESS !
I'M GONNA SAVE

ol | 2rnacC5HHH /7 '

WHAT ARE YOU DOING 7/ s

"w H .! _.._

MAYBE IT'S ALL
CONNECTED.

I cOT MORE SECRETS

THAN THE NsA. ITS
BRINGINEG OUT THAT
BURNINEG KASH.

e———m e

THERE'S SOME-
THING GOIN&G ON.
I'LL cALL You




PRINCESS !
| T'VE COME
\ TO RESCUE
\. You!

' neLr!

SOME -
ONE CALL |4ANF
SECURITY ? S

AKHERON
WANTS YOU
TO COME AND




I'M NOT
YOUR FUCKING
PRINCESS/

WHAT THE
ACTUAL
FUCK?




CHLO-MEISTER,
I JUST WANT FIVE DON'T CALL ME
A MINUTES. IT'S ABOUT

MOM AND DAPD. DON'TWANT TO B i REALLY 7
x—ﬂ‘/-ﬂ. TALK PBOUT B I\Fm BELIEVE WHAT cUz IT FEELS
| OUR DEADRBEAT 7 | I'VE BEEN THROUGH LIKE I'VE

HEY; MONTY,
PARENTS. vou FINISHED THE LAST FEW HE.’QZLEMl; r\fLL,

WITH THAT

ALSO: YoU
LOOK TERRIBLE.
HAND ME THE
T-WRENCH.

= =ven know i) .
I  WHAT THAT SR

ALL HAD SOMETHING FREAKY
HAPPEN TO THEM IN 1987. THIS L=
eIRL ALICE CAME TO MY

APARTMENT...

OH, SWEET AN . RT AN - OKAY, OKAY, I
ROCKABILLY LV N\ YWY ' S HAD A SEIZURE.
BABY JESUS. RNy 7 & W 2 | A REAL ONE.
You BUYING N ) ; | AND I SAW
INTO YOUR " el i . N [\ THINGS I CAN'T
OWN BLILL- __ N ) , , EXPLAIN.
SHIT . ; < a\ v
NOW?

M
WORKING
HERE. CUT TO
THE GOPDAMN
CHASE, ALL




“IT FELT LIKE A NIGHTMARE
WHEN YOU KNOW SOMETHING'S
COMING DOWN THE CORRIPOR

TO GET YOU...

1"AND THEN...OKAY, I KNOW
HOW THIS SOUNDS . BUT
THE MUSKAGEE HOUSE

REACHED THROULGH
ME AND TOOK IT AWAY.”

1S THIS ANOTHER HORROR MOVIE
PITCH? SIMON, YOU GOT7T7A COME
UP WITH SOME FRESH MATERIAL.”

"THE MUSKAGCEE
WALLFAPER WAS
GLOWING, THERE
WAS THIS DELIVERY
GUY WEARING
JUecALO
MAKEUP...”

"ARE YoU
TAKING Ph
PRUGS

AGAINT”

"“THEN ALICE |
ABANPONED '
ME TO TAKE OFF

WITH THE
JUGGALO GLY."

PLEASE DON'T
GO...DON'T
LEAVE ME.

1I.F. % - =
-
5 =,

YOU'RE
GOING
TO BE OKAY.

I NEED TO
SORT OUT THIS
CRYBABY; WHO'S
NOT sUCH A TOUGH
cUY WHEN HE'S NOT
CHOFFING
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OH YEAKRT IT
CETS WEIRDER.

YESTERDAY, X
WOKE UP WITH
THIS...

|

NOW ALICE WON'T TAKE MY CALLS.
SHE SAYs SHE'S BUsY, WITH sOM

PROJECT. I STILL DON'T KNOW
WHAT HAPPENED. ]

IT WASN'T ME ! IT WASN'T
ANYBODY. TS SOMEHOW. ..

CONNECTED TO THE HOUSE.

I THINK OUR PARENTS
ARE ALIYE IN THERE,
CHLO.

WE NEED

/“’- » JNg 70 c0 eAck.

i
bt

YOUZ YOU CARVED MOM AND

DADP’'S INITIALS INTO YOUR

STOMACH 77

T’LL TELL YOU EXACTLY
WHERE OUR FARENTS
ARE: STILL ON THE

RUN FROM THE DEBT
COLLECTORS.

YOU REALLY

WANT TO FIND
THOSE PEOPLE,
WHO ABANDONED THEIR
KIDS TO BE RAISED BY
NUTSO UNCLE PHIL WHO
WAS MORE INTERESTED
IN HIS GUN COLLECTION

THAN US 7 iR

YOU KNOW WHO
YOU SOUND
LIKE? THOSE
SCAM ARTIST

EXORCISTS.

THIS TOO FAR.

JUST LIKE WHEN |\
e, YouU WERE

YOURSELF
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YOU’RE THE ¥ OR IS T YOUR
EXPERT WHEN A TALL FRIEND?
T CONES TO /0 —
CUTTING.

-

MR. EMPTY?
WHERE |5
HE? IS HE
HERE? T

CAN'T FEEL

COULDN’T HAVE YOoU

WAKING UP WHILE T WAS
OUT, AND DISTURBING
THE NEIGHBORS.

3
é NN "
B N GUT

&5 Q) YouLL ge coop
e .\ NOW, WON'T You,
) HARVEY?
Pt

= RVEYT g
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DON'T WORRY, e N SOON AS

WE'LL GET g WE'VE HAD
YOU CLEANED L e e A LITTLE
UP... ) / S CHAT ABOUT
' - : YOUR
SPECIAL

SOON FRIEND.

AS WE'YE
HAD A LITTLE
CHAT ABoUT
YOUR SPECIAL

FRIEND.

NO, HE'S W

NOT. BUT ME TELL YoU Y
| I'D VERY MUCH , A LITTLE STORY,
\ LIKE TO FIND /9 HARVEY.

HIM .

{ TELL YOU A
\ LITTLE 5TORY, M/



SILVER LAKE
ELEMENTARY,

1987.

"WHEN I
WAas IN
FIRST

GRADE;,
ULRIKE

KUSZING
STOLE

MY FPONY.

e ..:"‘k\“‘/éﬂ 7

L .
b Been o P )

— o

=Y T WAS VERY N9
S NaueHTY TO )

"I TOLD HER ALL WAS
FORGIVEN AND I INYITED
HER FOR A PLAYDATE

il AND TOLD HER 10 BRING

BOTH FONIES.”

“.1“ e VDHIVE
| cOT SO
MUCH CODL

STUFF.

YOUR
POLL!I ITS

¥ s, cmm s i) -
. Loyl T -
¥ -
'] ]

1

|
L

" MO-0-0oMm!

ULRIKE TRIPPED
AND HURT HER

AND A

I 7usT LIKE

mME ooLL!
YOU'RE SO

L vou, urikez 4

P
=
[l e

CAN
WE PLAY




I poNT UNDER- . WE \| WE DION'T KNOW
STAND. HOW MANY Y THOUGHT | THERE WAS ANY-
OF YOU ARE THERE? WE WERE \ ONE ELSE LIKE
DID MR. EMPTY KiLL 8\ THE ONLY Us.

A DIFFERENT ; ONES.

WHERE (& HE,
HARVEY?7 THE
TALL MAN? |S HE
A DPOLL, TOO?

WE DIDN'T
KNOW THERE
WAS ANYONE
ELSE LIKE US.

¥
I\

WA 4‘\ J,__.,:/ 7 il | WHeRE HE

#o\ 151 HE'S

w/ Y TcaNT
HEAR HIM IN
MY HEAD

Hmmm. MAYEE
WE CAN HELP
FIND HIM7

DON'T
WANT
TO FIND




TWO HOLIRS WHAT Do You
[ aes e = THINK SHE'S SAYING

NEW INSTITUTE, " TO THE CorPs7 WE'LL BE IN TOUCH IF WE HAVE ANY

WESTWODD, ‘ Y MORE QUESTIONS.

DETECTIVES.
HOPE THE
SECURITY
GUARD S
GOING TO
PE OKAY.

WE CAME AND STALKERS BEFORE, BUT
AS SOON AS . GEEFORCE, THE AKHERON
WE COULD. HOW DID HOMING-ZOMBIE, HAS LEVELED
ARE YOU ALL CEEFORCE UP THE WEIRDNESS
RIGHT? KNOW WHERE QUOTIENT. DID YOU TELL THE COPS THE WHOLE
0 FIND YOL STORY 7 THE GAME, OUR HOSPITAL VISIT,
ZIOAT - BREAKING INTO HIS HOUSE?

TWO: THEY WOULDN’'T
BELIEVE ME. YO cUYS
BARELY DO.

TO SHOW YOU
SOMETHING...

THE REASON I‘ THE SCARS I GOT PLAYING |
ALWAYS WEAR  AKHERON AS A KID WITH THE |
GLOVES (S TO ARCADE BURNING DOWN )
HIDE THESE... | AROUND ME.
MY JOYSTICK |4

STIGMATA.




YIKES. LOOKS LIKE

THIRD-DEGREE BURN

HORRIBLE THING TO
HAPPEN TO A KID.

T TOOK A VIDEDO TO SHOW You. cuz |
IT'S TOO INSANE OTHERWI|SE.

= & _ HOT ? DO
YOU HAVE A
FEVER7

WHERE DIP YO GET
THAT MARK ON YOUIR
FACE, CEEFORCE? DID

YOU HAVE |T BEFORE?Z

YOU PP THIS/
YOU BURNED ME,

AND THEY'RE--

Uhh...|Te MORE

COMPLICATED
THAN THAT.

MAAMN, I KNOW YOU'RE UPSET. YOU
NEED TO BACK ANAY. STOF FILMING.

GoOT A
RATIONAL
MEDICAL

FOR THAT, 3\
TEDT B

il ;‘

'| .
i f
I i

L ———— T




I'VE CONBED EVERY
FILE AND MESSAGE ON

| GEEFORCE’S LAPTOP. THERE'S

NO CLUE TO WHERE THE
GAME PEVELOPERS ARE.

<

WHICH LEAVES
THE GAME. THE
EXCLUsSIYE DEMO

{| NME I HAVE
i TO PLAY IT.

1 NEED TO
RUN BLOOPD TESTS
ON BOTH OF YOU.
FORGET THE
BURNING HANDS
FOR A MOMENT, I'M
STILL CONVINCED
TS SOME KIND OF
INFECTION OR
TOXIN.

I TOOK
CEEFORCE’S
SAMPLE AT THE
HOSPITAL, LIKE I DO
WITH ALL THE PATIENTS
I TREAT. WE CAN
RUN A COMPARISON...

BUT sERIOUSLY.

C’'MON . GEEFORCE
HAS LOST HIS MIND.
MAYBE WE’'RE
NEXT?

CAN'T
BOTH YOUR
CONSPIRALY
THEORIES BE

TRUE?

JESUS, TED,
TALK TO THE
HANDS.

/ THAT sEEMS
LIKE A GOOP
REASON NOT

Y4
YOU STEAL BLOOD SAMPLES ' ARE YOU A YAMPIRE?

FROM YOUR PATIENTS?

[

L

SHOULD WE CALL YoU
NOSFERA-TED?

Y

—-
P T S
e
:.1"-
e
2y

|

YEAH, FINE, KIRI. HOW
ABOUT A COMPROMISE. IT'M
UP FOR WHATEVER TESTS
TEQO WANTS TO RUN. BUT
I NEEDP TO PLAY
THIS DEMO.

WO YEAH, YEAH,
i~ " "\ VERY FUNNY.

cuYs., GET

CAN You
IN THE OFFICE NEXT DOOR, N
IN CASE SOMETHING -'
HAPPENS7?

X YOU'RE
A THE ONLY ONES
 WHO UNDERSTAND.




< F‘F

A BROKEN- WHY ARE WE I/~ WH-whats TN
DOWN ARCADE EVEN HERE, JODPY7 AKHERON 7 | LIKE IT? IT/S FOR
5&7?}5 I'VHE,&’E? S THIS WHERE YOU'VE WHY ARE ALL THESE THE Bl&G LAUNCH. WE'RE
’ sSHOULD HAVE BEEN PLAYING THE SAME WHOLE TOWN
CODPING7 | TO PLAY.

4 )
ggs;m :

BUT WHAT ABOLT Tl DON'T YOU GET IT, YOU PUSSY? THERE /S [
\ OUR GANE? HAPPY S illd il NO HAPPY HERD TOAST. THIS 15 WHAT =
B HERD ToPsT? NN _ WE'VE BEEN MAKING ALL ALONG,

—_— —

%
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AKHERON IN THE
FLEA MARKET. IT

M - -
\ % ~eme— N “— 7 /%y \A 47

| \ e ._ _ WELCOME

SOV 0Ll ALWAYS WANT ALL PART Ok, PREFARE
N, JUST Ny 10 PIE...
0 SOMETHING | MISSING
BIGGER7 NOW YOU AR ONE PIECE

g .ll' X

{ CHENZIRA §
B MOLEKO. S




I'VE LEARNED A

THOSE PORTLAND BUT T
W
Fzm g: ) ggz;c:us BROGRAMMERS | KNOW You,
S : TRIED TO AKHERON .
DISGUISE YOU T SEE
TWO, MOTHER- WITH THIS HAPPY | You. WE'RE
FUCKER. SEE IF YOU) HERD TOAST

 CONNECTED.
HAVE.

SKIN.

Y avom B
o GoINe 0 I
B o<e you BIF
DOWN.

_ |

N e il i —

N

WHY DO YOU'\ BECAUSE OF WHAT
COLLECT | HAPPENED TO ME. I
PEOPLE'S | TAKE SAMPLES AND
BLOOD? J TEST THEM SO THAT

T'LL BE THE FIRST 1O

KNOW IF THERE'S A NEW...
i INFESTATION.. _

= ~ 1 \

THE BITE
| ON YOUR
NECK.

WELCOME
10 HAPPY HERD
TOAST....

WE STILL
TALKING

ABOUT FUCKING
) VOMPIRES?

PREFARE
10 PIEEE




HEY,
KIRI. IN THE
HOSPITAL...YOU

SAW SsOMNE-
THING,

RIGHT?

DOCTOR WHAT?
WHY CAN'T ANY OF Us
BE STRAIGHT ABOUT

ANYTHING 7

Ll = Pl N o
e L T T R
-
.
> - - - e o - =

YOU MEAN
THE WEIRDO BUG? IT'S
NG HARD TO EXPLAIN...LIKE THE
Dxof PERCEPTION FILTER IN POCTOR
1 WHO. I DIDN'T SEE IT AT FIRST,
BUT SOMEONE TOLD ME IT
WAS THERE AND THEN I COULD !

BECAUSE e lr
5EC: 25‘7’5 A QE d‘*.rq*,.r']" ::—u:‘i "u’ ;1 Eant
PEEP. THEY HAVE WA ;ﬁ‘%‘“;l:ﬁ
TO WORK THEIR WAY 5 G0 X

OUT LIKE A PIECE OF IR
GLASS IN YOUR

HAND 7

TEO. YOUR
NECK...




Uh.IDON'T N7  8uT you ‘ll

KNOW WHAT Y DON'T HAVE TO

YOU'RE TALKING y BE SCARED OF
£\ AUNTIE. SHE ONLY

HURTS BAD

- PEOPLE. |

=

=) MOSTLY ?
| S

YOU ONE OF |
THEM? ARE YOU | 4 /
INFESTED? i /4
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s | NEXT: ARCAPTRIP 1O GAME HELL. TEQ BREAKS HIS SILENCE ABOUT
i 1| HISs MONSTER...LAPY BONE. MR. EMPTY CORDIALLY INYITES SOME OF THE (/&
~ SURYIYORS 10 YIsIT HIM IN RESIPENCE AT THE MUSKAGEE HOUSE.
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JAMIE S. RICH, SENIOR EDITOR

vertigo in 2016

It’s a brand-new year in this brand-new era of

Vertigo. And as we head toward spring, expect

o what’s this more new titles from us. In the meantime, don’t
UNFOLLOW book forget to check in to see where your favorite
everyone’s been current titles are going.

talking about?
You know, the one

about the social
R ?eecfltzgggﬁglquligho y now, those who are
N Lseries was many things-a brutal billions to 140 ﬂbsdszg?:ég:\? ws;z cs)t'-;en
‘ action piece, a love story, a noirish mystery, and one of randomly selected e T
the best surprises of 2015. Now Bermejo is teaming with strangers? (No, stal ungarm of v%ious
- artist Alessandro Vitti (Rage of the Red Lanterns) and not the Zuckerberg Y

Red Caps and reunite

with a certain alluring lake
creature. Meanwhile, Isla has
met another human with equally
strange powers, and together they
discover they can draw the truly uncanny =
Into existence. In what Comic Vine calls

“0 hit” and Graphic Policy says is a “brilliant
example of a talented creative team working

hoax, the real one.)
Well, it’s not too
late to jump in! At
¥y = the end of issue 3,
/4 825 allour characters
have finally come
together on Larry
Ferrell’s private
Island and learned

\ colorist Jordan Boyd (Invisible Republic] to give Us a new
o tale of the bleak future of New - -

A Angeles. We've seen how the
rich get by following the great
earthquake, but what about
the lower classes? In KINGS
street gang clashes with an
over-the-hill Suiciding champion, unaware that
behind all the bloodshed, everyone wants the

same thing: to find a better life. that they’ll be splitting their host’s fortune Wt SyrGienIpits S BED
THORN has garnered a
® evenly between however many of them ot of di .
are left alive at the moment of his death 34 OF RGHIE PISSS GG 1S .
s ‘ only just getting started

One member of the 140 has already
mysteriously died, reducing their number to
139. But this month, the killing really starts!
This could be your last chance to get to
know these incredible characters: a young
man from the projects trying to find a better
life for his sister, a suvicidal Iranian reporter,
a special-ops vet who hears the word of
the Lord, an heiress with a death wish,

a British businessman
who misses his wife,

a Japanese novelist-
messiah, and a Nigerian
oil worker who may
have killed before...at
least one of them will

story-wise. Wait till you
see what Thorn, Isla, and
Tarek-and their creators,
Meghan Hetrick and
David Baillie-cook up In
this month’s mythical
ISsue. And be sure to
follow @redthorncomic
on Twitter for lots of sexy
ptes sneak peeks!

NA YOW

(W

t’s my opinion that the best way to
learn about a person is to meet his
(Y or her parents. Not because | believe
P = in the old adage of where apples fall,
| | but because even if they are nothing
' alike, the differences can be very
t), telling. This is why, as ART OPS #5
- ends one arc, it also prepares us
for the second arc, beginning next month with issue 6.
To learn more about our unruly antihero, Reggie Riot,
we'll be going back to *
his pre-existence with
the “Modern Love”
romance of Regina Jones and her paramour
Danny Doll. Plus, prepare yourself for
mission featuring the original Art Ops team,
illustrated by the one and only Eduardo
Risso (100 BULLETS, Dark Knight Ill: The
Master Race). If that’s not worth the price of
admission, | don’t know what is.

not make it out of this
ISsue alive!

ravishing

B UNFOLLOW #4 on sale February 3. B ART OPS #5 on sale February 24.

B RED THORN #4 on sale February 17. I SUICIDERS: KINGS OF HELL.A. on sale March 30.




Cuc the champagne -~ 2.016 will Le a col":ch

VERTIGO HQ |s revved up now more than ever to bring you stories that stick to your bones.
Television binge-watchers be warned: In the pop culture landscape

that’s vylng for your hurd -won dollurs und esteemed attention, your Netflix queue should be quivering.

LAST GANG IN TOWN
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Attn All Valentines: ?;f L
Is this a Byronic kiss and thieves!

192 years in the making,
or a cavity search?

i T SRR —

SLASH & BURN"®

Addiction junkies
and pyromaniacs,

rejoice in Rosheen’s red riot
of flame and inner fortune.

: Astrid Mueller will
exorcise your demons --

SURVIVORS ' CLUB nubile, nihilistic

or otherwise.

Horror

that you
hope
never

finds

its

way
out.
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