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,‘: THE EDO PERIOD IN JAPAN WAS

NOTABLE FOR FOSTERING NEARLY

5 TWO AND A HALF CENTURIES OF

PEACE. AFTER ALL THAT TIME...THE
FOLDED STEEL OF THE SAMURAI
WAS THIRSTING FOR BLOOD.

ﬁﬁw

A POWERFUL SAMURAI FAMILY.
SHE SHUNNED SUITORS AND WAS
A DEVOUT STUDENT OF KENDO,
THE WAY OF THE SWORD.

MY ANSWER TO
FATHER.>
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ASAMI BLACKENED HER
BROTHER'S EYE, BUT
YIELDED THE BRAWL
WHEN HER ELDERLY
PARENTS ARRIVED.

HER WEDDING WAS HASTILY
SCHEDULED, THE LOVELY SPRING
DAY COULDN'T HIDE THAT THE
WINDS OF WAR WERE BLOWING
THROUGH THE COUNTRYSIDE.

THE OGATA CLAN TREATED THEIR
LAST UNMARRIED DAUGHTER LIKE A
PRISONER AS THEY DRESSED HER
FOR THE CEREMONY, AND THEN SHE

WALKED INTO A DEN OF VIPERS.
i\ mum! il L

NONE SHOWED
THEIR FANGS,

AN\
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SHE DID NOT HATE
THIS MAN...




...BUT SHE DID NOT
LOVE THIS MAN. THE
MARRIAGE WOULD
PLEASE HER FAMILY.

THE JOINING WOULD _—
BRING FAVOR WITH
THE DAIMYO.
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7;; : ; KNOW WHAT LAY IN o

ASAMI'S HEART.
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...IF THEY DID, THEY WOULD
KNOW THAT IT HAD ALREADY
BEEN BOUND...TO THE SWORD.




AS SHE MADE HER ESCAPE, SHE RECALLED
A PASSAGE FROM THE HAGAKURE THAT
SHE ALWAYS DESPISED: "A WOMAN SHOULD
CONSIDER HER HUSBAND FIRST, JUST AS
HE CONSIDERS HIS MASTER FIRST.”

ASAMI WOULD
K BE NO WIFE,
“» NO MOTHER.

LET HER FAMILY ARRANGE
| A MARRIAGE WHEN SHE
WAS IN HER URN,

THE DOWRY WAS
RECLAIMED.

o HAYASHI SHO WATCHED
HIS ONLY CHANCE AT
PEACE RIDE OVER A HILL
AND PLUNGED HIS BLADE
INTO HIS BELLY.
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INSTEAD, IT

% WAS JUST THE

W i
5;; SHO'S SACRIFICE WAS TO

BE IN VAIN. THE POLITICAL
VIOLENCE SPREAD LIKE
WILDFIRE, CLAIMING
DOZENS OF HAYASHI AND
OGATA LIVES.

< N —pe
HE HOPED THE

VIOLENCE WOULD W

END WITH HIM,

ASAMI PUT HER BACK TO
HER FAMILY, AND BECAME
A RONIN, A MASTERLESS
SAMURAI. SHE WOULD
LATER FIND A NEW
MASTER...BUT THAT IS A
TALE FOR ANOTHER TIME.
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SOMEWHERE BETWEEN LIFE
AND DEATH SITS INSULA
AEQUILIBRIUM.

WE PERSONALLY SENT THAT CUCK
DOWN THE STYX--I DON'T RECKON
HOW IT COULD POSSIBLY BE
THAT HE'S RETURNED.

FIND THE YOu
SAMURAI--AND SAID THAT'S
YOU FIND IMPOSSIBLE,
MACRAITH! . MOHAN.

IF HIS
SPIRIT IS
REALLY RETURNED,

IT WILL BE TA
FROM HELL.

IT'S JUST
ANOTHER TEST
OF OUR RESOLVE
FROM THIS
CURSED
PLACE.

WE
WILL RESTORE
ORDER.



SEVERAL MILES FROM MACRAITH'S
OLD CAMP, ASAMI HAD DISCOVERED
A NATURAL HIDDEN FORTRESS. THE
BLUFF SHE MADE HOME WAS NOT
VISIBLE FROM THE CLIFFS ABOVE.
TWICE MOHAN'S MEN HAD WALKED
BY AND NEVER SUSPECTED SHE
WAS RIGHT UNDER THEIR FEET.

WHEN HE GOT OLDER, HE
GRADUATED FROM DRAWING
THEM TO APPEARING ON
THEM, BUT THOSE ARE
TALES FOR ANOTHER DAY.

HER NEW FRIEND WAS A MAN OF
MANY TALENTS. AN ARTIST THAT
WORKED IN LEAD: BULLETS AND
PENCILS. AS A CHILD IN KANSAS,
HE'D EVEN MANAGED TO DRAW
ACCURATE AND, SOME WOULD SAY,
PLEASING WANTED POSTERS.

ASAMI RETURNED TO HIS
JOURNAL TO STUDY THE
DRAWING OF WHAT HE SAW
WHEN HE BRIEFLY MANAGED
TO ESCAPE THE ISLAND.




SHE TURNED TO THE
WRONG PAGE. THE
COWBOY WAS ALSO
SOMETHING OF A
FANTASY ARTIST.

GOT US SOME
FRESH "AGUA.”
THAT'S SPANISH [
FER "WATER,” Z
) BY THE BY--




...BUT SEEING AS YER A WE MIGHT BE DEAD...BUT NEWS
SUBJECT, OF COURSE IS TAKING THE SLOW ROAD TO
K T'LL OBLIGE, MY MANLY URGES. I DO ENJOY
YOU KNOW, \ PUSHIN' THE PENCIL, I THINK
WHERE I'M FROM IT'S PARDON, I'LL STOP GUM-BUMPING
CONSIDERED RUDE TO 5 2 ASAMI, I DIDN'T LIKE A FOOL.
GO NOSIN' ABOUT IN e MEAN TO DRAW
il | YOU NEKKID. IT'S JUST
HOW THE DRAWING
WANTED TO BE,
I RECKON.

DOING SOME
ARTS-N-CRAFTS
WITH ALL
YER PRETTY
SHELLS?

<I WILL HEAR THEM YOU REALLY ARE
COMING NO A ONE-TRACK
ASSASSINS.




NOBODY'LL GET
THE DROP ON
US NOw.

WELL, I'M
WIPED, HOW'S
ABOUT YOU GET
US SOME OF THAT
WONDERFUL FISH
YOU FOUND, T'LL
COOK 'EM UP.

T

<WE MUST
BE PREPARED
TO FIGHT ON
A MOONLESS
NIGHT.>

WHAT'RE
YOU DOING?

IT NEVER
STOPS WITH
YOu.

H-HEY! SLOW
DOWN--YER GONNA
RUN YERSELF OFF
THE DAMN CLIFF!




AWRIGHT--
SLOW DOWN.
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TAKE THAT _ Gl
BLINDFOLD OFF/
COME HAVE A
LOOK-SEE DOWN
THERE!




THE TWO EXPLORED
N THEIR BEAUTIFUL
PRISON FOR HOURS.
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<A CAVE?>

WAS A MIGHTY

4 ODD CONTRAPTION

DOWN THERE

NOW LISTEN, TOOTS ASA
I AIN'T GOT A TORCH.

A WE AIN'T GOIN’ IN THERE.
q




SHE WAS LEARNING
AS MUCH ABOUT HER
PARTNER AS SHE WAS
ABOUT THE ISLAND.

YEAH, SURE,
LATER. WHEN
WE HAVE TORCHES,
GUNS...FRIENDS
WITH GUNS?

THE GHOST I
N MET WHEN I WAS OFF
TO TAKE THAT = THE ISLAND TOLD ME
Py e Vi THERE WAS FOUR WAYS
o N OUT OF HERE: BY EARTH,
- WIND, WATER AND FIRE. T
WOULDN'T MIND SUMMITING
) OVER YONDER AND SEEING
IF WE CAN SPY ANY
OTHER LAND OR--

<NO. THERE ¥
IS NOTHING
THERE BUT

STONES AND
GHOSTS.>
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YOU COME BY
MY LANGUAGE?
ENGLISH?

YOUR
PEOPLE SELL

DEATH. THE

HA! LEMME GUESS,
THEY JUST RECKONED
YOU WERE A CHOICE
LOYE
DEOPBgZRlD/EA 5 ) BIT OF CALICO.

" THE PERFECT
SPY.

_‘\ \
Y THOSE

7
by’ MEN DEFEATED
THEMSELVES

I, WHEN THEY
| DECIDED WHO
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THEY GOT THE -

HIGH GROUND,
d GET BEHIND ME--AND
TAKE THAT DAMN




PRACTICALLY K
CHILDREN.

YOu

A
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ENGLISH? £
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OR YOU
GOT A LOAD
IN YOUR
DIAPERS?

fiie DANGER. ‘
l \ ||I\ {
Ay N

NS

NG /[0S

AN

q

Z—

Ja=4
W




YOu PIPN'T
KILL OUR SAPLINGS;
S0 YOU GET ANOTHER

CHANCE...

YOU DON'T
OWN THE FUCKING
FOREST, MAN!/

/ AW'RIGHT,
( entoy your







MACRAITH WAS WRONG: THE
TREES WERE OWNED FROM
ROOT TO CANOPY BY THE
MOST DEVILISH MAN ON THE
ISLAND-—WEBUTCHER OF










: 16'4 A.D. JUST NORTH 2 THERE ARE MANY REASONS
OF THE ANTONINE WALL 4 - WHY THE ROMAN EMPIRE NEVER
THAT CUT ACROSS 7 Z CONTROLLED THE MAJORITY OF
CENTRAL CALEDONIA, z / ANCIENT SCOTLAND. THE COLD
i WEATHER AND ROUGH TERRAIN

ARE FREQUENTLY MENTIONED IN
THE SCHOLARLY DEBATES...AND
SO ARE THE FIERCE AND PROUD
WARRIORS OF THE HIGHLANDS,

CHANCE TO
RUN BACK TO
YER CUTE
LITTLE FORT.>
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} THE ROMANS WOULD

| ABANDON CALEDONIA
ENTIRELY AND RETREAT
SOUTH TO HADRIAN'S
WALL IN 210 A.D.




CAN'T
BELIEVE...T
WAS KILLED

BY A FECKIN’

ROMAN.

THE ROMAN LEGION CALLED HIM

THE "BUTCHER OF CALEDONIA.” -
HE LEAD SEVERAL GUERRILLA X
CAMPAIGNS AGAINST ROMAN

FORTS, RESULTING IN THE
SLAUGHTER OF DOZENS OF
LEGIONNAIRES.
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HIS ANCESTORS SAT AROUND
ROARING FIRES TELLING
TALES OF THE LANDS BEYOND
THIS ONE. NEVER WAS THERE
A WHISPER OF AN ISLAND

' THAT FLOATS UPON THE FOG.
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 HE SPAT CURSES
/ LONG SINCE :
FORGOTTEN BY MAN.

7 .
e
1.4’,

o //;MM
- THE FOG CLAIMED HIM AND
HE WAS CARRIED FROM THE
MOUNTAINS HE FOUGHT TO
PROTECT, ACROSS THE
VEIL OF TIME...

-~ ..AND ONTO
- - THE BEACH OF
BLEACHED BONES.




AN HOUR'S TREK FROM
THE WOODS, THE ANGRY
ISLAND SPEWED ITS
RAGE INTO THE SKY.
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WELL, I'M
FEELING QUITE
FUDDLED. I'M SURE
I'LL BE ABLE TO
TALK OUR WAY
OUT OF THIS.

UGHN.
ASAMI, YOU
OKAY? YOU

AWAKE?

WE HAVE
TREKKED HERE

LET THE
TO FEED THE
EEEROTE  WEAK FEED THE

FLAMES! LET THE
FLAMES FEED
THE ISLAND!

LET THE ISLAND
BE SATED, AND LET
THE FURY OF THIS
CAULDRON STAY FAR
FROM OUR HOME
IN THE TREES.




EE.
OFF THE MAY YOU NOT
ISLAND-- FIRE. FLA RETURN,




ORYOU
WILL BEG FOR
THE FLAMES,

IT'S I ALMOST
TRUE! DROWNED AND
“  ENDED UP IN SOME KIND
OF SPIRIT CORRIDOR--T
CAN'T EXPLAIN IT, BUT
I'VE DRAWN IT DOWN
IN MY BOOK.

Now
PULL US UP,
MAN!

>
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THIS BOOK

IT'S
ART, YOU
DEVIL!

AN' YER
GANDERING AT

PAGE!




LIKE I SAID,
MISTER. I DAMN
| NEAR SWALLOWED
A RIVER AND
DROWNED!
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I'VE HEARD
TELL THAT
THERE'S MORE THAN
ONE WAY OFF
THE ISLAND.

I GOT MORE
RECKONING TO
DO ON THE MATTER,
BUT I KNOW WE
CAN LEAVE,

I DUNNO
HOW TO GET
BACK THERE

ARE YOU ONE OF THEM?
DO YOU LIVE IN A CUTE
LITTLE FORT?

I'D LIKE TO =
CEASE
A LA { SPITTING, MACRAITH.
2 IT 18 FOUL!




...WE
COULD USE
NEW ONES,

LISTEN, HANDSOME.
OF ALL THE BAD THINGS
ON THIS BUNGHOLE OF AN
ISLAND, THE WORST MAY BE

THE IDEAS THAT HAVE
TAKEN ROOT...

I WILL NOT SUCCUMB TO HOPE,
BUT IF YOU FIND A PATH FROM
HERE WITHOUT FLAMES...
THEN THE TREES WILL
BEND TO YOU.
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I'VE
LOST TRACK
OF TIME.

I'M SURE
I'VE LIVED HERE
LONGER THAN THE
WORLD WE WERE
BORN INTO.

I WENT
TO SOLVE THE
MYSTERIES OF THE
CALENDAR AT THE TOP
OF THE MOUNTAIN.
THEN I LOST
A WAR...



"...I WAS SHOWN
THE OTHER SIDE
BY A CRUEL MAN."

IF WHAT YOU
SAY IS TRUE, IF

WITHOUT SURRENDERING
TO FLAMES, THEN YOU
SHALL HAVE AN ALLY IN

THE BUTCHER OF
CALEDON

4 I WILL =
NEVER RETURN |
TO THE
TREES.

HEY, SLOW
YER HORSES. I
FEEL LIKEI GOT A
BRICK IN MY HAT
FROM THAT
LI'L ARROW,




CAN WE
SLOW DOWN?
fl WHAT'S THE RUSH?
WEONLY GOTA &
SHANK'S PONY.

I'VE BEEN
KNOWN TO BE
QUITE A BRONC
BREAKER IN MY TIME.
HOW'S ABOUT I TRY TO
INGRATIATE MYSELF
TO THAT UGLY
SONOFABITCH
DOWN THERE?
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C'MON NOw, Y

DARLIN', THAS

A RIGHT.TMA M
NICE MAN. £ M
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LET ME AND
MY FRIEND CLIMB
ABOARD AND HAVE

US A GENTLE

LITTLE RIDE?
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°e .

.
B THEIR SILENT MARCH
s 7O THE SEA ENDED AT
A QUIET COVE RINGED
- BY BLACK SAND,

NEVER
SEEN BLACK

IT
IS OF THE
VOLCANO.

NEVER SEEN ONE OF
\ THEM BEFORE,
NEITHER.




N
BEAUTIFUL, LIKE
YOU IMAGINED,

EHZ

A é“ : / Kl % MORE
Q_A\' / 1 ; BEAUTIFUL THAN
I COULD




"THICK AND
FAST STREAM
MY THOUGHTS
OF Yyou

LIKE THE
LAYERS

N
UPON THE
CEDARS. 4

COME TO
ME AT NIGHT,

THAT'S
BEAUTIFUL.

2 NOw, I'M
SURE YOU THINK
IT'S OBVIOUS THAT

I WANT YOU
e ) TO KNOW THAT T
N y A N\ CAN BE COUNTED ON
\\\f//{//% : : . TO BE APROPER /2
_— 4,// = GENTLEMAN.,
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I HAVEN'T HAD
MUCH LUCK, NOR

AND I RECKON THAT
- 1S PROBABLY
N STILL TRUE.

BUT I HOPE WE
GO TOGETHER LIKE
BELTS AND BUCKLES.
WE CAN RUN FROM

THIS PLACE
TOGETHER...

SUCCESS IN COURTING, [
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ASSURE YOU,

S5 |
IWILL TROT AT ) === !
YOUR PACE. //’[/_
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N

THE SAMURAI AND THE LR\ uv \
GUNSLINGER. CURIOUSLY
THEY WOUND UP NEITHER DREAMT OF THIS

INSEPARABLE. E ROMANCE, BUT NOW THEY
\ COULD NOT IMAGINE LIFE

N\ < WITHOUT THE OTHER.

iy

NO LONGER DID THE DUO
RUMINATE ON BEING IMPRISONED
IN PURGATORY. THEY WERE EVEN
| STARTING TO THINK THE ISLAND
\\ WAS BECOMING BEAUTIFUL, BUT
DISMISSED IT AS A TRICK THEIR A
HEARTS PLAYED UPON THEIR EYES. / I

LOOKS LIKE
SPRING HAS SPRUNG
IN THIS DAMN PLACE...
HECK, WAS ONLY A FEW
DAYS AGO THAT THIS
WHOLE PASTURE
WAS A PATCH OF
LONELY DIRT.
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MAYBE THE ISLAND IS
TRYIN' TO PRETTY ITSELF
UP TO COMPETE WITH
YOU, BUT--
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RE NOT

...WE'
ALONE. UNDER

THE SCENT OF

THE FLOWERS,

YER RIGHT,
ASAMI.
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LET'S MOVE 1
REAL SLOW LIKE 4 A
BACK THE WAY ] li\l‘ !
WE CAME? Y i)
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THE STYX CULT FOUGHT THE
DEAD ALL NIGHT LONG, AND
THEIR REWARD WAS TO SPEND
THEIR DAYS INDULGING IN
BACCHANALIAN PLEASURES.
BUT THEY LEFT THEIR WINE
AND BEDS ON THIS DAY TO
PURSUE ASAMI AND MACRAITH.

) — & AGPE I RECKON }
) . THEY DIDN'T | THEY
A PHILOSOPHER / PART WAYS, CAME THIS
N WARRIOR THAT SIR. WAY...ALL
FOUND HIMSELF., / 7 THREE.
Al

THE CULTISTS HAD NOT 3
FORGOTTEN ABOUT ASAMI

3} AND MACRAITH. MOHAN'S

§ CONTROL OVER THE

i WARRIORS DEPENDED ON

§ EXERTING TOTAL CONTROL
OVER THE LIVING.

WHEN WE FIND
THEM, INJURE THEM
IF YOU MUST WHEN
YOU BRING THEM TO
HEEL, BUT DO NOT

KILL THEM.

JACK, IF
THEY SPLIT UP,
YOU WILL LEAD

THE SECOND

HUNTING

ARE T musT Have
FOUND OUR OLD
FRIEND FROM
CALEDONIA.
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W e

/' YOU JUST
KILLED ONE DO YOU WANT
OF MINE. TO PICK WHICH
ONE OF YOURS I'LL
CUT DOWN? OR
SHALL I HAVE
THE HONOR?
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RASHLY, BUTCHER.
I KNOW HOW YOU
FEEL ABOUT YOUR
TREES. I JUST
WANTED YOUR
ATTENTION.

I KNOW THE
JAPANESE WOMAN

CUR CAME THIS WAY,
I KNOW YOU SAW
THEM. I WANT
THEM.

YE CAN'T
HAVE 'EM.../CAUSE
I ALREADY SENT
THEM OFF THE
ISLAND--8Y

i m%/f
”,

S

TO THE CAULDRON,
I GOTTA KEEP THE 2
ISLAND'S BELLY P
FULL, OR MY
TREES MIGHT

THE COWBOY
DID TELL A FUNNY
STORY BEFORE I
PITCHED HIM IN...SAID
HE LEFT THE ISLAND
AND WALKED THE PATH
BEYOND. HE SAID
HE LEFT...8Y
WATER.




W IF YOU'RE
f HIDING HIM, I'LL
{ TAKE THAT MASK AND
PEEL THE REST OF
YOUR WRETCHED

AN

s D WHAT
POSSIBLE REASON
COULD I HAVE TO

VWi

UPSET THE PEACE i
I BETWEEN US? HAD I
KNOWN YOU WANTED
THEM, I WOULD

HAVE SENT THEM  ATTACKED AND
Tso Yi f ALMOST KILLED &

TWO OF OUR
SAPLINGS.
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M AND REMEMBER...

STEP NOT INTO
THE TREES.
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MAYBE THE
GUNSLINGER WILL
WASH BACK UP ON
THE BEACH OF
BLEACHED BONES
AND WE CAN
FINALLY PULL THE
LIES FROM YOUR

/]
=sy,

| TALE OF OUR
8 (MPRISONMENT

LISTEN ¥ WAIT UNTIL
WELL. MOHAN AND HIS \
DISGUSTING ILK ARE

BEYOND SIGHT AND THEN

SEND ALL THE SCOUTS, T
WISH TO FIND THE

SAMURAI AND ASSASSIN
BEFORE MOHAN

KILLS THEM.
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CAN LOWER
A THOSE BLADES,
SUNSHINE--

w
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SOME BIG NUTS  J~
TO CRACK.
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WERE MADE




--I TOLDJA!
DO NOT TAKE
TO CALLIN' ME A

£ S = > IRVING!
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SO I GOT YER
WORD THAT YOU
AIN'T GONNA CALL
ME BY MY FIRST
NAME, RIGHT? T
ALREADY REGRET
TELLING YOU.

SAYS YOU.

#/ DAMN BIRDS USED

TO KEEP ME UP AT

NIGHT WITH THEIR
HOOTIN',
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WISHES AN
AUDIENCE WITH

PLEASE
RETURN TO
THE TREES

YOU'RE CRAZY
IF YOU THINK WE'RE
GOIN' BACK IN THERE
TO BUMP GUMS WITH
THAT MEAN, CRAZY,
SKULL-WEARING




. IDID NOT
- TELL YOU MY
STORY WHEN

I AMCALLED N
THE CALEDONIAN

CALL ME THE
BUTCHER.

I DO NOT
THINK I AM
UPPOSED TO \
BE HERE. \

7

I DIED LONG
/ BEFORE MOHAN,
7 YET HE WAS HERE
#l WHEN I ARRIVED, EVEN
TIME IS BROKEN IN 28
THIS GODDAMNED

WHAT IS TRUE.
32 <
HE SAYS THESE

Z

AM NOT SO SURE
ABOUT THAT.

HERE IS WHAT
: I KNOW S TRUE:
BEFORE I ARRIVED,
) OUR FRIEND FROM INDIA
0 \ ¢ REMOVED A PIECE OF
Ea T l e ..o A NN Al STONE FROM THE
il §g s a MOUNTAIN, AND NOW
il ¢ ) -

ALL TRANSIT FROM IT
HAS CEASED.

0,7




I HAVE SEEN
THE STONES
ATOP THE
MOUNTAIN.

I THOUGHT
YOU SAID THERE
WAS NUTHIN'
UP THERE?

IDIDNOT
WISH TO RETURN
TO THE SUMMIT,
I ENCOUNTERED

A WRETCHED
SPIRIT.

...THOUGH
WE BE DEAD,
WE ARE STILL

MOUNTAIN. /F WE
CAN RECOVER
THE STONE.

NOW I'LL
TELL YOU MY
SECRET: THE STONE
WAS NOT DESTROYED
AS MOHAN TELLS
HIS BELIEVERS...



= "AND TO GET IT, TO HAVE
A CHANCE TO ESCAPE
THIS PLACE, WE MUST

GO TO WAR--AND WIN."
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IN 1877, INDIA SUFFERED
A CATASTROPHE THAT
WAS BOTH NATURAL...
AND BRITISH.

THE GREAT FAMINE
WAS CONCEIVED BY
SEVERE DROUGHT

AND CROP FAILURE.

EXACERBATED BY
THE BRITISH CROWN.

AS MILLIONS OF INDIANS
WERE STARVING, THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT EXPORTED
THEIR GRAIN FOR PROFIT.




i 11‘!: K Y ) :
GOVERNOREWING'S | g | -
OFFICE. lHlillig gl |

I I
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THIS IS ) & ¥ l
CATASTROPHIC. i
VICEROY LYTTON 1S INDEED .
APOPLECTIC. YOU SAY THERE ARE, 71 AN ASSURE

THERE ARE MORE GOVERNOR. o), THERE ARE
PHOTOS LIKE MILLIONS MORE OF MY
COUNTRYMEN THAT
LOOK EXACTLY
LIKE THAT.

CAREFUL.
SHE'S YOUR |,
; QUEENNOW: AND WHAT
OR HISTORY : SHOULD T FEED
WILL REMEMBER e Y, THE PEOPLE? THE

YOUR QUEEN VICTORIA — i /| CROPS ARE WORTHLESS, §

AS EMPRESS OF ~ i 4 AND WHAT COULD BE
THE DEAD! 5 1 2 SOLD WAS SENT
A ABROAD TO BALANCE
THE BOO

DURBAR HAS
EMPTIED OUR ! ves,
COFFERS. AND WHAT A
T : WONDERFUL PARTY
THAT WAS.




IF THE
BODIES ARE AN
EMBARRASSMENT TO
THE QUEEN...

...THE
OFFENDING
REMAINS CAN BE...
OBSCURED,

4 OUTRAGEOUS!
N OUR PEOPLE ARE
§ DYING, AND YOU
WOULD ERASE
THEM IN
TOTALITY!

1 o i
OVER My DEAD BODY IR
chaLt hiz Teurh 1A
BE BURIED! _ At {(eesly

MOHAN, SIR.
I'M AT YOUR
SERVICE.




PARDON.
ALLOW ME,
SIR.

WS

ALL GO AWAY,
MR. MOHAN...AND

e U Gl B KT ouR Lot
- -

IN LIFE.

=

B \N

I WON'T
LET YOU DOWN,
GOVERNOR.

i
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A SOCIETY BEGINS TO DIE
WHEN TRUTH IS ATTACKED,

OF INDIAN




/ NN
s - \ AND THEY
NOW. YOU > N s
MADE T HERE, SRR N £ A\ RISE AND TRY
NOT ALL OF BN < A\ TO CAST US DOWN.
/ ¥ RS \ , N WE WILL DEFEND
Heve; 2 S0 4 THIS PLACE.

>
P some o z
YOU LOOK UP AT 17 4 R
YOUR OLD LIFE AS > 7 if j MEET THE
THOUGH YOU'RE A & \ - \ TAH'\Q SETYX
SINKING UNDER / /4 . = \ .
WAVES, = ;

OUR
STRUGGLE ON i
INSULA AEQUILIBRIUM 1 /i
IS GREAT, BUT OUR ‘N/

REWARDS ARE i

GREATER. « /i

THERE ARE ’
WORSE HELLS

BELOW.

B YOUR MESSENGER ARRIVED TO THE
S\ NORTH COAST WITH A VIPER BITE. /S Ed
THERE WAS NOTHING TO BE DONE.

CALL FOR YOU,
SHIMAZU--BECAUSE
I'M CURIOUS ABOUT
YOUR WIFE'S NAME. M

THE ONE YOU DIED

SO VALIANTLY

7O PROTECT?

4 ’ i 3|'lll

gl

i
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..0GATA [ .
.o ASAML." i a4

THIS PLACE

1S JIGOKU. A o
HELL WITH MANY

& R.

TRAPPED BELOW
THE EARTH, AND WILL
BE TORMENTED
FOREVER.

HEY, DARLIN', 1
I UNDERSTAND THE Y
MELANCHOLY, BUT 1
THINK IF WE GET THAT
STONE BACK FROM
MOHAN WE CAN
ESCAPE.

WHADITELLYA,
ASAMIZ RIGHT ON
SCHEDULE! THE UNION
PACIFIC DON'T RUN AS
TIMELY AS THESE

MACRAITH,
Y IT WON'T MATTER
IF WE CAN'T AGREE |



AWRIGHT,
FIRST, YOU TWO
WILL LIGHT 'EM UP
AND GET 'EM LOOKING
AT Y'ALL. THEN, I SNEAK &
OVER THIS WALL AND
FIND THE STONE.

I RECKON
THIS |S THE BEST
PLACE TO HOP OVER,
=2 AS IT'S THE DARKEST
\, AREA AT NIGHT.

DARKNESS IS
DESIGNED TO
BE ENTICING.

ITISA
GOOD SPOT
FOR A TRAP.

" THERE IS

. ANOTHER WAY,

B YOU MISSED IT

M WHILE YOU WERE
PLAYING IN
THE DIRT.

N

N

N

G AL SN




AND WHAT

IF THOSE GUARDS

AT THE GATE FIND
ME ON A
SEARCH?

7
THAT IS WHY
I'VE BEEN MAKING
ARROWS INSTEAD
OF DIAGRAMS

¥ THE SUN
WILL RISE

SOON. ENJOY
THE DAY...

R e R
SRR
AN Y




MACRAITH AND ASAMI
RETIRED TO HER CAMP.

.., TN

, 2
B THEY LAY TOGETHER,‘:‘g_\ *
bt

BUT DID NOT FIND I THOUGHT
ISAW A GHOST
TODAY.

YEAH. THIS

PLACE IS LOUSY
h WITH 'EM,

WHAT'S
REALLY EATIN'
AT YOU,

DARLIN'Z



7 _I'MNOT
AFRAID WE'LL
FAIL..

UNLOCK THE
WAY OUT OF HERE,
WILL WE HAVE AN
OCEAN SEPARATING
us?

WELL,
WE'LL GO
TOGETHER.

w
ﬂmw = "‘&\ \\\« ,
\

O \\ﬂ
PR \\\\\XA\ |

NO. WE
ARE ALONE IN
BIRTH AND
DEATH.

WHY WOULD

A REBIRTH BE ANY
DIFFERENT?



# X v LA : \
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HOURS LATER, MACRAITH
KISSED ASAMI FOR GOOD
LUCK AND SET THE PLAN 5
IN MOTION. %

N i R ,( W R

= A
YT £ g
a = _,f’}" o i
J =

MACRAITH HOPED HIS GUNS
WOULD SLEEP THAT NIGHT,
§ BUT HE SCAVENGED BULLETS QRS

OFF THE SAND JUST IN CASE.

o

WA




ONCE MORE--
WE WILL DEFEND
THIS LAND, _/

fily P 8 :

B
Il 4

THE OLD MEN GATHERING WOOD
TOOK LONGER THAN MACRAITH
EXPECTED. THE WOOD WAS
NEEDED TO COOK FOR MOHAN'S H
ARMY, AND TO BURN THE BODIES
OF THE MEN THAT WOULDN'T
RETURN FROM THE TWINS.

FIRE WAS THE
CRUELEST ESCAPE
i FROM THE ISLAND.

B




—_

N L

N e —

7z

I

=

) sS s, 5
LN Z

ASAMI'S FIRST LOVE WAS POETRY. Z5000%
> THE VERSES OF THE SAMURAI <
ﬂ CALMED HER SPIRIT BEFORE
? ENTERING THE FIELD OF BATTLE.

I CANNOT ENTER INTO THEIR NUMBER, ]

“/7///””1/4//////’;/'7/1 T
Z"

WHEN COMPARED TO THE RANKS
OF WARRIORS' STALWART HEARTS; =
)
DESPITE THIS BODY OF MINE. A ) ””//‘//’1
Bl
7

=

Z
2
2
g

Vo

'COURSE
MOHAN'S GOT {

\ SUCH HIGHFALUTIN'
DIGGINGS.

YOU'RE THAT
) SCOUNDREL!




AH, WOULD YA
LOOK AT THE SIZE
OF THIS DAMN

lq]ll" »

1 3 GONNA UGHN,,, et .!I ““\ﬁ Y “, \ UU N " : : ) |

§\\\\\'\

N\

PSST. HEY,
FELLA. SWING

YES. WHERE

NG ARE YOU MOVING
4 THIS TO?

UH, WELL,
MISTER MOHAN
¥ WANTED THIS DECAMPED
PRONTO, AND UH, MAYBE
YOU COULD GIVE ME
A HAND INTO
THE CART?



NS =
LORDY!




SWEETHEART'S
i A GENIU!
BE DAMNED,
THE PLAN
WORKED!

Pub

DAMMIT
TO HELL!
I KNEW I SHOULDA
GONE OVER THE
FUCKING WALL!




[ ALARM AT
THE FORT!

\\\ I
AViiise

B ABOUT THE
DAMNED?/

PULL THE
MEN BACK TO )4




THE FEMALE BODY MAY BE WEAK,
LIKE BAMBOO THAT BENDS IN THE WIND.
T STILL MY SPIRIT IS UNBENDING,

WHERE |
WOMA| ]
i (M
§ \.‘“ll!.
\

A

n

L
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HAD I NOT KNOWN THAT I WAS DEAD ALREADY, 5 i
I WOULD HAVE MOURNED MY LOSS OF LIFE. A

7]

i

<A
\

DA\RRR/

HAVE YOU
PREPARED YOUR
OWN DEATH POEM
OGATA ASAMIZ




N§ YOU SWORE
TO ERASE ME,
N VETHEREI

YOU DENIED

THAT YOUR HEART
BELONGED TO ME,
YET YOU HAVE
FOLLOWED ME
ALL THE WAY
TO HELL.










BACK TO THE
LIGHT, YOUNG
WARRIOR...

...YOU
REALLY MUST
RAISE YOUR
GUARD,

SENSEIZ
I..YES, IWILL
RAISE MY
GUARD.

( THAT IS ENOUGH
TRAINING FOR




o

e )
W /& b
[} ]
N THE AUTUMN OF 1868, OGATA &
ASAMI LIVED IN A/ZU AND HAD BEEN

| ADOPTED BY A SAMURAI CLAN SO

SHE COULD CONTINUE FOLLOWING ¢
THE PATH OF BUSHIDO.

!_-_!_-.--rl
WA T NS Vg o VTSR

THE WINDS OF THE BOSHIN WAR
WERE BLOWING TOWARDS
TSURUGA CASTLE, ONE OF THE
LAST STRONGHOLDS OF THE
SAMURAI LOYAL TO THE SHOGUN.

- :\‘\‘.\.‘x\' Tl

THE AIZU FORCES WERE DECLARED
- ENEMIES OF THE NEWLY FORMED

¢« MEIJI GOVERNMENT, AND FACED
ITS WRATH WITHOUT ANY ALLIES.

N 0o
=T

WOMEN WERE NOT
ORDINARILY CALLED
UPON TO FIGHT,
BUT THESE WERE
NO ORDINARY
TIMES IN AlZu.






...BUT
PERHAPS IT IS
NOT THE PATH

THAT YOU SHOULD
CONTINUE
DOWN,

THERE
IS ANOTHER
DIRECTION YOUR
LIFE COULD

NEW LIFE IN AlZU
PROGRESSES. OUR
NATION IS FRACTURED.
WAR WILL SOON BE
UPON THESE
LANDS.

YOU HAVE
WALKED THE
WAY OF THE

'\ WARRIOR...

WALKED OTHER
PATHS, LORD SHIMAZU.
MY FEET ARE MOST
STEADY ON THIS

LORD SHIMAZU COULD HAVE

NEARLY ANY WOMAN AS HIS

WIFE, EXCEPT FOR THE ONE
HE DESIRED MOST.




ASAMI DID NOT TAKE
HIS HAND, AND INSTEAD
CHOSE TO KEEP A FIRM
GRIP ON HER WEAPON.,

THE POLITICAL SITUATION
DETERIORATED, AND THE
WINDS GREW COLDER.

THERE WAS LITTLE
MORE THAT TRAINING
COULD TEACH.

SOON, WAR WOULD
BE THE ULTIMATE
INSTRUCTOR.




ASAMI, T \ ,»
REGRET DISTURBING g
YOU WHILE YOU ARE 7 st Sg‘T’ETIJE

DISTRESSING NEWS “g:ﬁﬂ/\'fz,sp

HAS REACHED
MY EARS.




L BUTIT
NEED NOT BE
FOR YOU.

ONE DOES
NOT ALWAYS
CHOOSE THE WAR,
INSTEAD WE MUST
CHOOSE WHERE
TO FIGHT.

YES, WELL,
I REGRET I HAVE
¢/ NO NAKODO TO BROKER
THIS ARRANGEMENT, SO
I AM BEING DIRECT WITH
YOU. WOULD YOU JOIN
WITH ME, AND BE
MY WIFEZ




I CANNOT,
LORD SHIMAZU,

i
,
, 2
YOU WILL
FIND A MORE
SUITABLE WIFE THAN 4
T, AND I WISH YOU

PEACE AND--




Sl St
i g W &837 SHIMAZU DID NOT CARRY j

¥ THE REJECTION WELL.
N—

IF WE NEED
Y WOMEN TO FIGHT
FOR US, THEN PERHAPS J
WE SHOULD BE
OBLITERATED!




ASAMI'S SENSEI, LADY TAKEKO,
TRAINED THE WOMEN IN MORE
THAN COMBAT. THEY READ AND
COMPOSED POETRY.

B i STORIES OF THE
ONNA-MUSHA, THE
FEMALE SAMURAI
WARRIORS.

SHE ALSO TOLD THE z

ASAMI'S HEART SANK
WHEN SHE REALIZED THE
TALES OF THESE BRAVE
AND DEADLY WOMEN WERE
NOT SHARED WIDELY.

KNOW THESE
NAMES.



WE WILL NOT
BE FORGOTTEN.,

L/ Y.
| OUR BLADES HELPED ||

CARVE HISTORY, AND
A OUR BRUSHES
WILL TELL THE

...HERE, WE
HAVE COMMITTED
OUR STORIES TO

PARCHMENT,

ISHI-JO, HANGAKU GOZEN, TOMOE
GOZEN, LADY MATSUI, AND MANY
MORE WOMEN'S LIVES WERE
RECORDED IN THIS SECRET PLACE.
TO AVOID REPRISALS, SOME OF THE
ACCOUNTS DELIBERATELY OMITTED

THE NAMES OF THE WOMEN.

o

OUR SISTERS
WILL LIVE FOREVER
THROUGH THEIR
BRAVERY.




i)

X

A CEREMONY TO MARK THE

WOMEN'S GRADUATION

WAS ONE OF THE FEW \
CAUSES TO CELEBRATE IN

THOSE DIFFICULT MONTHS.

ASAMI SAW NO MORE e s
OF SHIMAZU. HE HAD : e
TAKEN GREAT PAINS
TO AVOID HER SINCE
SHE REJECTED HIM,
~— Y — W
3 Wi SISTERS.

>

[N
Al

{

: .
=

ASAMI--

LOOK!

—L' | WAR HAD ARRIVED AT
i | CASTLE TSURUGA.




THE WOMEN'S BRIGADE
g HELD THE BRIDGE
P AGAINST THE IMPERIAL
P ARMY DURING THE SIEGE.
o -

‘ ASAMI FOUGHT
LIKE HELL.

S| e— Y G . WW. . % 0O . W R e N e -
e —————— el Py | 7™ _ o) ey

s, - VamRe
A S s “— B — - -y __-“lll A N

THE FEMALE BRIGADE OF THE
AIZU DOMAINS HELD THE
BRIDGE FOR LONGER THAN
COULD HAVE BEEN EXPECTED.




THE IMPERIALS
CARRIED WESTERN
WEAPONS, AND THEY
TURNED THE BATTLE.

STILL, THE WOMEN SRS
PERSISTED.




MIO, = = --N-NO,
LET ME TAKE Y ASAMI. PLEASE
YOU-- 5 HELP ME ONTO

THE IMPERIALS
MUST NOT HAVE
ANY OF US AS
PRISONERS.

THE WOMEN CHOSE DEATH
BEFORE DEFILEMENT, THE

SENSEI'S BLADE WAS FAST.
MIO NEVER FELT THE BLADE,

SISTERS...
THE DAY IS
S

HEH. T
THINK NOT. I
THINK YOU WILL
SEE WHAT HAPPENS
TO REBELLIOUS




SOME OF THE WOMEN CHOSE

SUICIDE, OTHERS CHOSE TO
FIGHT UNTIL THEY COULD
NOT. ASAMI NEVER RELENTED. {IT{[W}

> 2

LORD =
SHIMAZU, /S



7 ASAMI PASSED OUT g S
FROM SHOCK, AND
WHEN SHE CAME TO
SHE WAS IN HELL.

o e W

LORD SHIMAZU HAD DEFECTED
FROM THE SHOGUN'S SIDE,
AND PROMISED THE MEIJI
GOVERNMENT THAT THE
EMBARRASSING AlIZU WOMEN
WOULD BE DE! OYED.

YOU GAVE UP
MARRIAGE--FOR
NOTHING!

WHAT HISTORY,
WOMAN?

THE SHAME OF
YOU ALL WIELDING
FOLDED STEEL WILL
BE UNKNOWN., YOU

ARE ASH.

YOU WILL BE
UNREMEMBERED.










SENSEI, I'LL
FIND A HORSE
AND WE'LL RIDE
SOUTH TO--

ASK YOU...
PLEASE. DON'T
LET THEM TAKE

MY HEAD.

y
I..:1
WILL BE OF
SERVICE.







ASAMI ESCAPED AND RODE SOUTH.
THE RECORDS OF THE ONNA-MUSHA
WERE TURNED TO ASH, BUT THE
TALE OF THE WOMAN THAT KILLED
LORD SHIMAZU AND DRAGGED HIS
HEAD FROM TSURUGA CASTLE

{ ENDURES TO THIS DAY.

AND THEIR STO
™ WILL CONCLUDE...ON
THE PATH TO HELL.










MACRA[TH’S HEIST TO
RECOVER THE RUNE STONE
MOHAN HAD STOLEN FROM
s THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN P Al At
R, A SUCCESS.. ?

...NOW HE JUST
HAD TO GET
AWAY WITH IT.




W

THE GAMBIT WAS TO
- > \ 8 LEAD THE PURSUERS
THE GUNSLINGER WOULD INTO A TRAP SPRUNG BY
HAVE BEEN OVERRUN IF THE LOVERS' NEW ALLY,
HIS PARTNER ASAMI <
HADN'T COVERED HIS
ESCAPE WITH HER BOW...

V) <
>
i
22
iE

THAT'LL BEAT
\ THE DUTCH! 4

B SR 2




THE SLAB
IS STILL INTACT! 55
THE MARKINGS ARE 1 wiilg
THE SAME... AGA

DS,
EE HER
IN.

WHAT'RE YE |
GUM BUMPING
ABOUT, CAL?

THEN DO
NOT DELAY,
ASAMI COMES " B
'ALONG, WE'LL MACRAITH,
RENDEZVOUS UP | NOT THAT I >
YONDER. W\ RECKONED. F
\

fl "~ wiTHOUT My
A

B\, SWEETHEART.
o ]

IN \
GOIN' NOWHERE

p wiLL
GET TO BEG FOR

FORGIVENESS,




YOU DID NOT
LISTEN TO YOUR
LORD, AND LOOK AT
A WHAT'S BECOME
) OF YOU, ASAMI.

ON THE END

OF MY LINE,
AS HELPLESS AS
AFISH ON A

i YOUR HEAD
i ONCE--AND
WILL HAVE

IT AGAIN. A

I UNDERESTIMATED
YOU, WOMAN.

YOU HURT
ME, AND YOU'VE
DESCENDED THIS
ISLAND BACK INTO
THE CHAOS IT ROILED
IN WHEN I ARRIVED
HERE LONG
AGO.

YOU wiLL
PAY DEARLY,
SAMURAI.

WELL DONE,
LORD SHIMAZU.
DO NOT HARM HER
UNTIL MY RUNE STONE #

THAT, I CARE NOT
WHAT YOU DO
WITH HER.




A COLD PIT GREW IN MACRAITH'S

GUT WHEN ASAMI WAS LATE SO 1§
HE RACED BACK TO HER HILLTOP
AMBUSH POSITION.

§ 3

OH, NO.
PLEASE,




SO HELP
ME GOD, I
WILL SHOW YOU
D WICKEDNESS!

--BUT FOR
HOW LONG WILL
BE DETERMINED BY
YOUR ACTIONS,
I THINK.

MOHAN,
I'LL FIX YER
FLINT RIGHT

STAY YOUR
HAND, OR THE WOMAN

HOG, BUT NOT BEFORE
D SHE IS MADE
TO SUFFER.

y AH, THERE'S
THE MONSTER I
KNEW DWELLED

IN YOu.

WE'RE ALL
MONSTERS HERE,
MR. MACRAITH... 4




.. AND RIGHT
NOW, MONSTERS
LURK CLOSE TO
YOUR SAMURAL

o

1

P

ot
Ty




NOW, LOWER
YOUR IRON AND
LISTEN VERY
CAREFULLY.

RETURN
WHAT YOU HAVE
STOLEN, AND THEN
WE WILL DISCUSS
RECOMPENSE.

1‘-'-§ >

-AV"‘
\

AN

15 W

MAEN
‘;\

\\
3 H\\ !v“, \ -

THE
WOMAN'S FATE
IS IN YOUR
HANDS.

i ed 224




LS

EVERYTHING
YOU WERE TOLD
ABOUT THIS PLACE
WAS A LIE!

THE ISLAND
DIDN'T TRAP
US HERE--

AND WHY DID

HE BREAK THIS BECAUSE WHEN
DOORWAY?  WE WALK THROUGH, WE

@ MUST RECKON WITH THE
LY MISTAKES OF OUR LIVES. J
TO DO THE IMPOSSIBLE,
TO LOVE WHAT WE HATED,
TO FORGIVE THOSE THAT
WRONGED US--THAT ]

MURDERED US.
\ 3 HAVE THE

STRENGTH OF



I DUNNO...
THAT WAS SOME
PUMPKINS, Y'ALL.

d BUT I GOTS TO BRING

GOT HER, AND I
NEED TO GET
HER BACK.

>




HAVE TO KILL
ME, FRIENDO.,

~29
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RE YOU
READY TO FLY,
ACRAITH




THE SOULS THAT CROSS THE RIVER
STYX THAT MOHAN FIGHTS--
HOW DO YOU KNOW THEY ARE

DEVILS? BECAUSE HE
TOLD YOU?

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED
H:

THIS
/ ISLAND IS BUT
A STEPPING STONE
ON OUR JOURNEY,
AND WE HAVE BEEN
IMPRISONED!

I HOPE \
YOU TRULY KNOW

YOUR HEART,
BECAUSE THIS
GATE DOES.

YOU SHOULD g
BE THANKING




B

; l




I SLEEP LIKE
A BABY, CAL. AND
WHEN I DO, THAT
WOMAN DANCES
THROUGH MY
DREAMS,

YOU ARE NO
DIFFERENT THAN
ANY OF US--THE
WINDS WILL TAKE

¥ YOU WHERE YOU

MUST GO!

SHE WAS
ALIVE, AND WE
WERE IN THE SNOW,
BUT SOMETHING WAS
WRONG, SHE WAS
HURT. WHAT DOES

p EVERY WARRIOR
BEHIND ME IS WAITING \
TO FLY BACK TO ATONE
FOR MISTAKES, OR BEG
FORGIVENESS FOR A SIN,
BUT YOU BELIEVE YOU
SAW THE PATH AHEAD
YOU AND
NOT BEHIND?










FALLING IN LO
ON THE PATH



“LOVE LOOKS NOT WITH THE EYES,
BUT WITH THE MIND"
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WAS RIGHT...
THEY WEREN'T
NO DEVILS

WELL, I'LL
BE A MONKEY'S
UNCLE. COULD THIS'VE
REALLY COME FROM
HE AIR?

T DON
MATTER ANYWAY,
ALL THAT'S
IMPORTANT IS
RIGHT HERE.




MACRAITH WHISPERED
PRAYERS ABANDONED
LONG AGO.

I'M COMING,
DARLIN',

HE SPENT THE NIGHT
AFRAID THAT RAIN 7/) BUT COME THE
WOULD SINK HIM > v/, DAWN, THE WIND
INTO A QUAGMIRE. A / WAS AT HIS BACK.
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The sun set on samurai and gunslingers at roughly the same time in the 1870s. In Japan, Ogata Asami, an Onna-musha samurai, would
rather die with her weapons than surrender them ina sword hunt. In California, the gunslinger MacRaith follows his revenge to the

bitter end and pays the ultimate price. The unlikely pair are mortally wounded a world apart, but awake together ina purgatory ruled
by a ruthless, nightmarish society of damned warriors. And that’s when things get romantic.

The lovers surrender their hearts to one another, but they're locked in a never-ending battle to survive on anisland that wants them
eradicated. The mystery of how to escape comes into focus, the lies of the would-be King unravel, and the dead invade across the
River Styx. Prepare yourself for love, sex, blood, life, death...and rebirth.

“A spectacle of storytelling and
character. A beautiful love story.
Overflowing with passion and
action, this series is a standout
that lives on its own. This creative
team has truly created something
brilliant that I'll be recommending
for years to come.”

—Franklin Jonas

“FALLING IN LOVE ON THE PATH TO
HELL is a tremendous mix of
action, drama and the poetic
chaos that's been the norm for
the series.”

—Jeffrey Lyles

“Brown delivers beautiful art on
every page”
—Super Powered Fancast

ROMANCE / EPIC FANTASY /
ACTION & ADVENTURE
Rated M | Mature

Collects FALLING IN LOVE
ON THE PATH TO HELL #5-10




