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“The future’s uncertain and the end is always near”
JIM MORRISON
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“THE LOOK OF LOVE”
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SUMMER 1997



5

2:00 A.M.
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SOON...
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2:40 A.M.
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SOON...

3:15 A.M.
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3:40 A.M.
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4:30 A.M.
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5:15 A.M.
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6:35 A.M.



30 THE END…
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“VICTIMOLOGY”
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SUMMER 1977, BALTIMORE…
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SEPTEMBER 11… THIRD GRADE…
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OCTOBER 4…
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LATER…
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SOON…
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HALLOWEEN…

SOON…
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THIS GOES ON FOR TEN MINUTES…
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62 THE END…
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SUMMER 1980, BALTIMORE
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MEANWHILE…
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A FEW BLOCKS AWAY…
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LATER…
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THREE DAYS LATER…
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LATER…
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LATER…
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MEANWHILE…
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LATER…
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THE PARTY…
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DOWNSTAIRS…
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THE PARTY…
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LATER…
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97 THE END…
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NOVEMBER 2, 1978, MARYLAND
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128 THE END…
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“Backin’ Up The Truck”
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SPRING 1981, BALTIMORE
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SOON…



138

SOON…
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SOON… SOON…
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LATER…
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SOON…



143



144

LATER…
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LATER…
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SOON…
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SATURDAY…

LATER…
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WEDNESDAY…

6:30 PM…
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SOON…
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HOURS LATER…
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LATER…
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LATER…
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168 THE END…
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169

“How I Spent My Summer Vacation”

“Where Are My
 Shades?”

“Nothing From Nothing Was Something for a While”

“I Don’t Care, as Long as I Gots Me Space Munchies”

“Home is Wher
e Mom Lives”

“Three Cheers for
 God--He’s Certai

nly a Swell Guy”

“The Rocket Ship of Life Is Going My Way”

or

or

or

or

or

or

and on and on...





171

This is how I spent my summer vacation:

...and everyone is dead.

I can speak very plainly about it all, now that it’s over...

You’ve probably heard of me.

My name is Amy Racecar.

The Earth is destroyed, and, as I’ve 
said, everyone is dead—except me.

To nothingness.
And they’re really gone.

God told me...

I learned that at a very young age.
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Oh, well, that’s just gotta suck.

I figured, why spoil it for everyone else.

After that, I decided never to speak again.
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Thanks, ma.

THREE YEARS
LATER…
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TWO YEARS LATER…
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OUTSIDE… INSIDE…SOON…
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TWO YEARS LATER…
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SOON…



185



186

I’m usually not this dumb, but, hey, 
it had to end sometime.

I sort of had a hail of bullets in mind.

It all turned out for the best though.
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Things happen pretty quickly from here on in....
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THE WORLD ERUPTS IN CHAOS!

THE WHITE HOUSE...
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TWO WEEKS LATER...
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AND SO…



195



196

SOON…



197

And just like that, I blew up the world.



198 THE END…

Pretty funny shit, huh?

So, now it’s just me 
and my rocket ship.

Setting a course through 
the big, empty void.

The ship’s really well stocked, though.

But there’s just not enough time.

Thank God.

I’ve got enough Ding Dongs and booze 
to make me a fat, disgusting alcoholic 
real quick.

(I happen to know there aren’t 
any aliens out here.)





“I lov
e mine.”



“FREEDOM!”

201





203

THE APPLEJACK HOUSEHOLD, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1982
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LATER…
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23…
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THE NEXT DAY…
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TWO HOURS LATER…

THAT NIGHT…
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ONE HOUR LATER…
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MONDAY…

SATURDAY…



216



217



218

SOON…
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THREE WEEKS LATER…
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FIVE DAYS LATER…
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THREE DAYS LATER…
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TWO DAYS LATER…



228

THE NEXT DAY…



229

THE NEXT DAY…



230



231



232 THE END…
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David Lapham is the multi-award-winning 
creator of the groundbreaking comic book series 
Stray Bullets.  He won an Eisner Award, the 
comic industry's highest honor, as the best 
writer/artist of 1996, and has been nominated 
five times in that category.  He currently resides 
in Carefree, Arizona with his wife and creative 
partner, Maria Lapham, and their four daughters.  
Please ignore their playful cries for  help.

Maria Lapham formed El Capitán Books at the 
age of twenty to co-create and publish the 
seminal comic book series Stray Bullets.  In 1997, 
she won an Eisner Award, the comic industry's 
highest honor, for the collection Stray Bullets: 
Innocence of Nihilism, the innovation and 
design of which has set the standard for prestige 
format books since.  She currently lives in 
Carefree, Arizona with her husband and four 
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“Lapham’s comical pulp-crime stories are thoroughly enter-
taining, full of heart-stopping action and over-the-top violence.”

When seven-year-old Virginia Applejack witnesses a brutal double murder, her life 
and the lives of everyone around her are changed forever.  Across years and 

miles, lives are destroyed and hearts and minds broken.  From the rough schoolyard 
of a Baltimore suburb and the wild parties of the cityʼs underbelly to a harrowing 
look into the violent corners of the imagination, a picture unfolds--a frightening por-
trait leading inescapably to a lonely road in Northern California and a fateful end 

for a young woman looking for love....

David Lapham is the Eisner Award-winning cartoonist of Murder Me Dead, Amy 
Racecar, and his ongoing domestic noir series, Stray Bullets.  He lives in Carefree, 

Arizona where he writes about the horrible things people do to each other. 

They Never Saw It Coming-They Never had a Chance!

Publishers Weekly

“As visually distinct as it is gripping to read, it’s violent with-
out being voyeuristic, bursting with heart and sadness.”

Details

“Stray Bullets depicts what can happen when you realize the 
world is one cold, cruel place.”
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