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CHICAGO, 1962

CENTRAL 01-
NEAR NORTH SIDE

I WAS
SLOW ON THE
4 CONTAINMENT

ARE YouU
OKAYZ IS
ALDERMAN
Lowe

ANYONE
HAVE

HE'S STAYING
LOW Z JUST

LOST HIM NEAR
THE RIVER.

/VOTH//VG H€ b

. - HASN'T come
SOUTH OF
\ \ WAC/C&‘Z

\\;




HoLD
ON...

...6OING
TO LONGER
LENSES...

DANVINIT,
He’S ALREADY
PASSED/!







BETTER
CALL YOUR

commig
FRIENDS!

THEY'RE
YOUR ONLY
CHANCE
OF -~







ZI'M FREE OF

THE TETPACK!

GIMME THIRTY
SECONDS--
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AR NO%TH SIDE

RALMOL- INE

GENT

mn

ARE You
GEOFFREY

WARNER?




..NO.
THAT'S
OKAY.

ARE You
SUre?

YEAH. MY DAD
SAYS YOU'RE A
SELF-CENTERED
ASSHOLE.

YES,
I AM.

wouLp
You LIKE AN
AUTOGRAPH?

GEOFFREY!
OVER HERE!

KS§ SAven! Kssy

WHILE IT’S STILL
UNCLEAR WHAT
PRECIPITATED
THE ATTACK--

i
» -—




—-ALL CURRENT EVIDENCE POINTS
70 SKYLANCER WORKING ALONE.

THAT SAID, I'VE ASSIGNED A SECURITY DETAIL TO
STAY WITH THE ALDERMAN UNTIL WE'RE SURE
THERE IS NO FURTHER THREAT ON HIS LIFE.

WHY WOULD I BE WOZ/?/&‘D? We're SITTING
DOWN AGAIN NEXT WEEK. THIS IS THE WAY
CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS GO.

HeY, JOHN,
You GoT A
CALL oUuT.

) I wouLp
" AL30 LIKE TO
| TAKE THIS CHANCE &
7O SINGLE oUT our \
INVESTIGATIONS
DIVISION--
SPECIFICALLY TOHN
PIERCE--FOR
UNCOVERING THE

F//VALLY IN LIGHT OF LAST NIGHT'S TRAGEDIES,
. WILL BE COORDINATING WITH CITY
OFF/C/ALS AND WILL BE MAKING DONATIONS
TO THE VICTIMS’® FAMILIES.

NOW THEN. QUESTIONS?

OF COURSE, I'D BE REMISS IF T DIDN'T MENTION
THAT SKYLANCER WAS THE LAST OF THE CHICAGO
S/X. WITH HIM GONE, THE CITY IS UNDENIABLY
SAFER. AND THAT'S THANKS TO C.OW.L.

AND YOU'RE |
UNHAPPY...




WE DON'T KNOW
THAT SKYLANCER WAS |
WORKING ALONE. We

€ HAVE
TO LOOK LIKE
WE KNOW,
EVEN IF we
DON'T;

' MAKES THE PEOPLE
FEEL SAFE, JOHN.
_OTHERWI

N —-WHY L W cicHT BeCAusE Gop

PAY US? ‘ FORBID ANYONE THINK
e , THERE ISN'T SOME
“HIGHER POWER” IN
TOTAL CONTROL
AT ALL--




WE BULLSHIT IS You NOT YEAH? CLAuDlA WORKS FOR
NEARBAWESTING - L/ST&‘/V//VG TO ME, W.L. ARE You REALLY

S STapiDg
T SPEC/FICALLY e
WARNED You TO CUT B '\g
OUT THIS PEEPING ‘
TOM SHIT!

/ IT SEHNZ
caTnZ'e‘ N / ; WASN'T ME,
3u[_45;//r/ g A ecLipse!

YOU KNOW WHAT?
FUCK IT. YOU WANNA
WATCH PEOPLE GET

NAKED? FINE.

)
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DISPATCH . x \ ArRE You
O UNIT 6o SAYS S Reacly | TWO NEAR
FOUR. ) " g -\ 4 Box?

PHONE
o SEVENTEEN.
i 15

| SeNDING
‘ IT OVER.




AH GOD...
I-I'M
SOOOORRRY!

I DON'T
UNDERSTAND.
WHI:{EWASN'T




AAAAAY,..
HHAAAA...

HeY HEY! JOHNNY
BOY! CONGRATS ON
THE SKYLANCER!

I... HAVE SOMETHING TO

RUN DOWN, AND I COULD .
USE A HAND ON IT. -~

LIS o i3
WeE Were -
SUPPOSED
TO BE OFF A
H GO.

SINCE S/X
LAST NIGHT. 4

CHRIST, KEN.
YOoUu WHINE LIKE
A LITTLE
BITCH...

SMELL INSIDE A
BUILDING ON
OGDEN.

GOOD TO
SEE THE COMMUNITY
OUTREACH PROGRAM
IS GOING WELL. .4

IT MAY
HAVE BEEN
SKYLANCER.




IF SKYLANCER W4S DO YOU REALLY WANT
OPERATING OUT OF TO RISK LETTING THOSE
THAT BUILDING, HIS WEAPONS GET OUT IN
CACHE CouLD sTiLL THE OPEN?

BE THERE.

THAT'S LIKE, FORTY
. DOORS TO KNOCK. ON.
| JUST ON A HUNCH. A
\ WEAK HUNCH.

I’LL CALL
IT A SHIT-
LOAD OF
pouBLe
TIME.

h- R | APPARENTLY MY KID =
PRI | TOLD GEOFFREY
v WARNER T CALLED HIM HOW WouLD
A SELE-CENTERED YOU HAVE

ASSHOLE. HANDLED IT?

3

Hev.

SO WHAT'S up
WITH GRACE?
EVERYTHING

OKAY?




¥ THAT'S NOT

= WHAT We'Re
TALKING
ABOUT.

4 |

—

- OF =
COURSE

IT 1S,
You've
ALWAY'S
BEEN A MICRO -
= MANAGER .
THE ONLY
— DIFFERENCE
Now -~
~— --THE ONLY
= DIFFERENCE NOW,
IS You GET TO

DO IT WITHOUT
HAVING TO TAKE
THE RISK

IF You CAN
GET IT.

YOU WERE OUT OF
POSITION. UP TOO
CLOSE. YOU MADE IT
EASY FOR
SKYLANCER TO
FLANK You.

YOUu KNOW
WHAT?Z YOUR
WHOLE LIVING

LEGEND SHTICK

BUT I'M SICK

g

YOU'RE
JUST LUCKY
KATHRYN WAS
ABLE TO GET
IN FRONT OF

. Hm

How wouLp T
HAVE HANDLED IT?
NOT LIKE THAT.
WHEN T WAS--




s
BECAUSE

e CIKE We'Re
SLEEPING -

PUBLIC
RELATIONS
WANTS TO SETUP
A PHOTO sHooT M
AND INTERVIEW
WITH BOMBSHELL
MAGAZINE.

I’LL SEND
THE TALKING
POINTS TO
YOUR GIRL. &5




SHOULD T
. WAIT ANOTHER
THIRTY SECONDS?
© YOU WOULDN'T
WANT TOM TO
THINK ANY LESS
OF YOu.

Go.

sAY
HeLLo TO
YOUR WIFE
FOR ME.

CONDESCENDING,
ARROGANT... SURE.




SCREW You, KARL.

T DON'T BVEN
BUT A SELF-CENTERED )
REMEMBER VOU'RE NOT THE
ASSHOLE? CALLING HIM ONE WHO'S GONNA
THAT. " GET REAMED.

v

CHRIST, IT'S
BEEN THREE
HOURS.

DO You REALIZE WHAT
THE ODDS ARE THAT THE
GREY RAVEN WOULD EVEN
REMEMEBER YOU HAVE
A KID, MUCH LESS
RECOGNIZE HIN? _

YOU KNOW

HOW MANY

PEOPLE HE
meeTsz @

SHOULDN'T LBUT T U
TACK HAVE TWELVE ABouT vicep dim | W Z5TAST, wAnnA
BEEN IN SIX MONTHS AGO BETTER
b SCHooL? AND IT’S LIKE A BEFORE.
SWITCH WENT —
OFF. HE'S A A
COMPLETELY
DIFFERENT
KID.
THOSE WOMEN
BB
BA?rHSIQZ'N@ ‘ N | AT YOUR FAT
. wRRIRRRRRRR RIRE E]




ANTI-KINETIC

POWERS, ASSHOLE.
. NOW DROP THE




ER-~

HEY! You
MOTH




GO AHEAD. THEY
CAN FIND ME AT
MCCLELLIN’S.

SHOULDN'T
You WAIT
UNTIL--

THIS
DEFINITELY
LOOKS LIKE

SKYLANCER'S
\ GEAR.

’LL CALL
CLEAN-UP.

IT TOOK ME A SECOND |
TO REALIZE WHAT
WAS HAPPENING.




BUT BY THAT POINT, HE'D ALREADY
PULLED TWO PIECES AND STARTED
RAPID FIRING. DAMN NEAR TOOK
THE WALLS APART.

SO WE SCATTER, ABOUT TO
PULL BACK, BUT Z‘'M THINKING
JOHN'S GOT AT LEAST A
CONCUSSION AND THERE’'S NO
WAY IT'M LETTING THIS PRICK
MAKE JOHN AND GRANT'S
WIVES WIDOWS.

SO I pouBLE
BACK, DUCK_A HUGE
BLAST, LEQP ACROSS

THE CARPET--

--AND Y HIT HIM WITH THE
BOOM!  ANTI-KINETICS.
TUST AS HE'S
ABOUT TO BLOW
JOHN'S HEAD
OFF.

HE CERTAINLY
KNOWS HOW TO
EMBELLISH.

THE EXTRA LEG WORK
REALLY PAID OFF,
HUH? GEEFA’!;’ JoB.

You KNOW, IT REMINDS ME OF A CASE
orce SPARROW AND T WORKED BACK. IN ‘48. WE HAD
. INTEL THAT VAPOR WAS HOLED UP SOMEWHERE
N THE SOUTH SIDE, WHICH NARROWED THINGS
“DOWN ABOUT AS LITTLE AS YOU'D ExPECT

FOR THREE DAYS, WE WORKED OUR WAY
FROM WAREHOUSE TO WAREHOUSE
UNTIL FINALLY... WE CAUGHT UP
WITH HiM.

AFTERWARDS, THE
POLICE CHIEF WANTS TO TAKE
CREDIT FOR THE LEG WORK,
PLUS G/VING US THE INTEL IN
THE FIRST PLACE.

SPARROW, DISGUSTED,
TURNS TO HIM IN
FRONT OF EVERYONE
AND SAYS -~

--“T THOUGHT
TAKING CREDIT FOR
OTHER PEOPLE’'S
ACCOMPLISHMENT S
WAS THE MAYOR'S
Joe?”




AND WAS THIS CASE
BEFORE THE FIRST

THAT GAVE US
LEVERAGE
TO START

C.o.wW.L.

OTHERWISE WE AND T GUARANTEE
MIGHT STILL THOSE PEOPLE
BE HELPING WOULDN'T BE NEARLY
PEOPLE FOR AS SUCCESSFUL.

FREE., OR AT ,

LEASTFT: ﬁamg YOUR NIGHT,

GENTLEMEN.

—-UNTIL YESTERDAY'S DEATH OF EX-KGB AGENT SKYLANCEL
WHOM IN RECENT YEARS HAD BECOME THE LAST e
MEMBER OF THE CHICAGO SIX. - -
THe 77-/25473
s F THE LAST TEN
S Ye‘AZS NO LONGEZ
A CONCERN-- ‘

—-AND. Pé’ACé’ W
H ICAGO SEEMIN Y‘

THE HORIZON=-
4

IN MANY WAYS,
TODAY MARKS THE
END OF AN ERA
FOR TH&‘ CHICAGO

ORGANIZED
WORKERS LEAGUE.

DON'T
HOLD Your
BREATH.
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1.] SERIAL NO. 56-8754-7895 X
2 .| REGISTRATION RB: 78
3.] CLASSIFICATION X-75-RD5

4.

COMMENTS :

LOG NO.
DEPT.

C.0.W.L.

Name: Geoffrey Peter Warner
Date of Birth: 08/17/1907
Place of Birth:

Chicago, IL (Washington Park)
Height: 6'3”

Hair: Brown/Grey

Weight: 2201bs

Eyes: Blue

Alias: The Grey Raven (retired)

C.0.W.L. Position: Chief
Skills: Expert strategist, marksman, hand-to-hand combatant

Biography:

Warner grew up on the streets of Chicago's Southside. The son of a
long-serving police officer, he applied to the police academy but
never attended. For a time, Warner moved through the boxing circuit in
the city, winning his fair share of fights and earning himself the
nickname Warring Warner. In 1931, he hung up the boxing gloves and
created his now-famous persona The Grey Raven, quickly making a name
for himself protecting the helpless in the city’s crime-filled,
Depression-era streets.

When America entered World War II at the end of 1941, Warner added war
hero to his list of accomplishments. As the leader of a covert ops

unit called NG 'arner fought in Occupied France,
Ttaly, W G Ay .

Post-war, Warner returned to Chicago. Along with several other
heroes-- notably his young sidekick, Sparrow, and fellow I
Blaze-- Warner used his political contacts from the war to push for
the formation of the Chicago Organized Workers League in 1949. Warner
continued to fight as The Grey Raven until the mid-1950s, when he hung
up his costume after a fi/j NG - <
from combat, he leads C.0.W.L. in an administrative and political
capacity.



Union Dues

www.cowl—comic.com | #eowl

Wrists at odd angles, laptop wedged
against my leg, dreading the moment
the person in front of me reclines...
anyone who’s ever been on an airplane
with a computer knows the drill.

The worst part is that [ really like the
idea of writing on planes. I've got noise
cancelling headphones, Virgin America
has power outlets, and people bring me
drinks. If [ weren’t 6'2” with wrist
problems, this would be great.

[ mention this because I had hoped to
write this piece while [ was still in
Chicago yesterday. Now, I'm doing it
from 40,000 feet up, in-between cities,
in a super uncomfortable position. And
yet, in a lot of ways, that’s entirely
fitting for C.0.W.L. This is, after all, our
first creator owned book. Pain and
uncertainty are par for the course.

The Chicago Organized Workers League
has been a part of my life-- in one way
or another-- for the last nine years. |
remember coming up with the idea
during the summer of 2005, trying to sit
down to write a script, and giving up. It
wasn’t until [ transferred to Chapman
University a few months later that I
tried again.

Two years later, Alec and [ wrote THE
LEAGUE, my senior thesis film that
introduced Geoffrey Warner, Blaze, and
Sparrow. Off the strength of the short
(which you can check out at
www.theleaguefilm.com), Marvel hired
us to write our first comic book--
CAPTAIN AMERICA THEATER OF WAR:
PRISONERS OF DUTY.

Since then, the last five years have been
a pretty wild ride.

| uniondues@cowl—comic.com

I've had some wonderful opportunities,
worked with incredible people, and
been handed the keys to some of my
favorite characters. [ wouldn’t trade it
for anything.

Which is why it’s time to try something
different.

[ want to take this chance to call out our
team-- Alec, Rod, Troy, Trevor, Rich, and
Andy. We're in this together for the long
haul. I also want to thank Jen Apraha-
mian for our website and Eric Wight for
our logo, and Eric Stephenson for giving
us the chance to tell a story we're
incredibly passionate about.

Next month, in addition to a statement
from Alec, we're going to have a letters
column. If you'd like to write in (you
should), use the email address above.
Please mark all letters OKAY TO PRINT.

Finally, [ want to mention that we have
two awesome retailer variant covers for
this first issue-- one from Douglas
Klauba, available through Amazing
Fantasy (www.afbooks.com) and the
other from Rod Reis, available through
Beach Ball Comics
(www.cornerstorecomics.com) and
Laughing Ogre Comics
(www.laughingogrecomics.com).

Like our heroes entering the 1960s,
we're not sure what to expect with
C.0.W.L. But for all the uncertainty that
comes with launching a creator owned
series, this has been one of the most
creatively rewarding things I've ever
been involved with.

And I don't see that changing.
Kyle Higgins

Somewhere between Chicago and LA,
2014




Comics Experience is an
online comic book school and

community founded by C.O.W.L.

editor Andy Schmidt. We offer
LIVE online courses for writing,
penciling, inking, coloring,

and lettering.

You'll be able to see your
instructor, interact with your
classmates, and discuss your
classwork in real time.

Or join the Creators Workshop
where we hold regular meetings
on craft, have forums dedicated
to comics creation, and provide
professional and peer critiques!
Come learn and grow at your
own pace!

Enroll anytime from anywhere!
Visit ComicsExperience.com to
learn more!

COMICS

eXPEerRieEnmcCE;

ComicsExperience.com
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