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Name: Geoffrey Peter Warner
Date of Birth: 08/17/1907
Place of Birth: 
Chicago, IL (Washington Park)
Height: 6'3”
Hair: Brown/Grey
Weight: 220lbs
Eyes: Blue

Alias: The Grey Raven (retired)

C.O.W.L. Position: Chief

Skills: Expert strategist, marksman, hand-to-hand combatant

Biography: 

DEPARTMENT USE ONLYC.O.W.L.

COMMENTS:

Warner grew up on the streets of Chicago's Southside. The son of a 
long-serving police officer, he applied to the police academy but 
never attended. For a time, Warner moved through the boxing circuit in 
the city, winning his fair share of fights and earning himself the 
nickname Warring Warner. In 1931, he hung up the boxing gloves and 
created his now-famous persona The Grey Raven, quickly making a name 
for himself protecting the helpless in the city’s crime-filled, 
Depression-era streets.

When America entered World War II at the end of 1941, Warner added war 
hero to his list of accomplishments. As the leader of a covert ops 
unit called The Brigands Brigade, Warner fought in Occupied France, 
Italy, the South Pacific, and Nazi Germany.

Post-war, Warner returned to Chicago. Along with several other 
heroes-- notably his young sidekick, Sparrow, and fellow Brigand, 
Blaze-- Warner used his political contacts from the war to push for 
the formation of the Chicago Organized Workers League in 1949. Warner 
continued to fight as The Grey Raven until the mid-1950s, when he hung 
up his costume after a final encounter with The Dart. Now, retired 
from combat, he leads C.O.W.L. in an administrative and political 
capacity.

1. SERIAL NO.
REGISTRATION
CLASSIFICATION

56-8754-7895

X-75-RD5

X
RB: 78

FILE 001-67

2.
3.
4.

LOG NO.
DEPT.



Union Dues
uniondues@cowl-comic.comwww.cowl-comic.com #cowl

I’ve had some wonderful opportunities, 
worked with incredible people, and 
been handed the keys to some of my 
favorite characters. I wouldn’t trade it 
for anything. 

Which is why it’s time to try something 
different. 

I want to take this chance to call out our 
team-- Alec, Rod, Troy, Trevor, Rich, and 
Andy. We’re in this together for the long 
haul. I also want to thank Jen Apraha-
mian for our website and Eric Wight for 
our logo, and Eric Stephenson for giving 
us the chance to tell a story we’re 
incredibly passionate about.

Next month, in addition to a statement 
from Alec, we’re going to have a letters 
column. If you’d like to write in (you 
should), use the email address above. 
Please mark all letters OKAY TO PRINT.

Finally, I want to mention that we have 
two awesome retailer variant covers for 
this �irst issue-- one from Douglas 
Klauba, available through Amazing 
Fantasy (www.a�books.com) and the 
other from Rod Reis, available through 
Beach Ball Comics 
(www.cornerstorecomics.com) and 
Laughing Ogre Comics 
(www.laughingogrecomics.com).

Like our heroes entering the 1960s, 
we’re not sure what to expect with 
C.O.W.L. But for all the uncertainty that 
comes with launching a creator owned 
series, this has been one of the most 
creatively rewarding things I’ve ever 
been involved with.

And I don’t see that changing.

Kyle Higgins
Somewhere between Chicago and LA, 
2014

Wrists at odd angles, laptop wedged 
against my leg, dreading the moment 
the person in front of me reclines… 
anyone who’s ever been on an airplane 
with a computer knows the drill. 

The worst part is that I really like the 
idea of writing on planes. I’ve got noise 
cancelling headphones, Virgin America 
has power outlets, and people bring me 
drinks. If I weren’t 6’2” with wrist 
problems, this would be great.

I mention this because I had hoped to 
write this piece while I was still in 
Chicago yesterday. Now, I’m doing it 
from 40,000 feet up, in-between cities, 
in a super uncomfortable position. And 
yet, in a lot of ways, that’s entirely 
�itting for C.O.W.L. This is, after all, our 
�irst creator owned book. Pain and 
uncertainty are par for the course. 

The Chicago Organized Workers League 
has been a part of my life-- in one way 
or another-- for the last nine years. I 
remember coming up with the idea  
during the summer of 2005, trying to sit 
down to write a script, and giving up. It 
wasn’t until I transferred to Chapman 
University a few months later that I 
tried again. 

Two years later, Alec and I wrote THE 
LEAGUE, my senior thesis �ilm that 
introduced Geoffrey Warner, Blaze, and 
Sparrow. Off the strength of the short 
(which you can check out at 
www.theleague�ilm.com), Marvel hired 
us to write our �irst comic book-- 
CAPTAIN AMERICA THEATER OF WAR: 
PRISONERS OF DUTY. 

Since then, the last �ive years have been 
a pretty wild ride.

 



MAKE
COMICS!

LEARN HOW TO

Let experienced comics 
professionals help you create 
your comics career!

®

Comics Experience is an 
online comic book school and 
community founded by C.O.W.L. 
editor Andy Schmidt. We offer 
LIVE online courses for writing, 
penciling, inking, coloring,  
and lettering.

You’ll be able to see your 
instructor, interact with your 
classmates, and discuss your 
classwork in real time.

Or join the Creators Workshop 
where we hold regular meetings 
on craft, have forums dedicated 
to comics creation, and provide 
professional and peer critiques! 
Come learn and grow at your 
own pace!

Enroll anytime from anywhere! 
Visit ComicsExperience.com to 
learn more! ComicsExperience.com
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