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Because, as a rule, we much 
prefer dessert to appetizers, 
this is a thank-you disguised 
as an introduction.  

How gratifying it is to see these excellent comic 
books collected in a single edition! Having our story 
retold in a different medium—especially one so near 
and dear to our hearts—is, first and foremost, a 
tremendous compliment. 

We wanted the very best for the Strain Trilogy as 
it made the jump from written word to visual narrative, 
and we carefully selected the best publisher, editorial 
team, cover artist, and storytelling team. 

What we did not want was a rote regurgitation of 
character and plot. This is not an illustrated version of 
our novels. This is a graphic retelling: a visual 
translation, and a definitive one. As such, we asked 
only for the application of fresh energy and bold 
thinking. Other than that, we granted David Lapham 
and Mike Huddleston free reign and embraced them 
as true partners in this enterprise.

What an enormous leap of faith this was! You must 
understand that, as novelists, we were classic 
helicopter parents, fretting over details large and small 
and everything in between. We drove our wonderful 
editor crazy with our obsessiveness—but these were 
our babies, after all. Our very strange, very beautiful, 
very dangerous babies . . .

Now, at Dark Horse’s generous invitation, it was 
time to send our red-eyed offspring away to art camp. 

So, like any good, caring parents, we said goodbye 
. . . and anxiously held our breath. As we approved plot 
lines, rough pencils, coloring schemes, and finished 
art, our excitement grew. The transition into comic- 
book pages felt powerful and new. Other than a few 
nitpicky notes, most of our words were spent in praise 
of the creative team and how attuned, how alert, and 
how smart they were.

As a courtesy, each edition was forwarded to us 
for our approval. They arrived in our inboxes, one by 
one, like letters from camp. Now, that new-comic 
excitement with which all of us, as fans, are well 
acquainted . . . whether it is the feel of the glossy 
cover of a book fresh off the rack, or the instant 
gratification of digital delivery on your reader . . . 
imagine multiplying that by a factor of seven hundred 
and seventy-seven, and then you may imagine the level 
of anticipation we felt upon reading these installments, 
as the story’s originators. Every time we encountered 
E. M. Gist’s lush, hyperrealistic covers, every time we 
read Lapham’s words or saw Huddleston’s drawings, 
our hearts leapt. This was not an echo of another 
work—this was a brilliant riff, an expansion, a retelling 
of the tale.

Needless to say—we love it.
We know you do too. We are proud and honored 

of the spirited work done by Messrs. Lapham, 
Huddleston, Gist, and Jackson, and this is our 
opportunity to offer them a hearty thank-you for their 
fine efforts—as well as a profound thank-you to you, 
the reader.

Enjoy! And always keep a blade of silver handy . . . 

—GUILLERMO DEL TORO 
AND CHUCK HOGAN
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The plague has 
only just begun. 

part two of The Strain Trilogy, premieres 2013!

part three of The Strain Trilogy, premieres 2014!

Read the next chapter of The Strain monthly. 
Head to your local comic-book shop for more information. 

The series continues . . .

On sale August 2013

VOLUME 2

  Coming soon . . .
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