
THE SCORE is a high-octane trip across America, as Parker assembles a dozen of the best
caper men he can find to knock over his most audacious target yet: an entire town. They
scheme, they prepare, and they execute with military precision unaware that the whole thing
is about to blow up in their faces. Long considered a high watermark in the Parker series,
this new graphic adaptation brings the original to violent, double-crossing life.

R I C H A R D  S T A R K is the most famous pseudonym of 
world-renowned author Donald Westlake (1933-2008). In 1962 he 
created the master thief Parker and began a series of novels that have
been recognized as seminal works of crime fiction. Several of
Westlake’s books have been adapted by Hollywood and Westlake’s
adaptation of The Grifters earned him an Academy Award nomination
for best motion picture screenplay.

Westlake has won numerous awards for his fiction  and in 
1993 the Mystery Writers of America named him a Grand Master, 
the highest honor bestowed by that prestigious society. 

D A R W Y N  C O O K E is a graphic designer and animator 
who turned his attention toward cartooning in the late nineties.
Known primarily for his work on the DC line of superheroes, Cooke
has always had an affinity for crime fiction and has often cited the
Parker books as a great source of creative inspiration.

Cooke has won multiple Eisner, Harvey  and Shuster awards, 
as well as the National Cartoonist Society’s Best Series award. 
In 2008 Cooke was Emmy-nominated for the animated adaptation 
of his magnum opus, The New Frontier.

DONALD E. WESTLAKE
(1933-2008) was the world-renowned,
highly acclaimed and prolific author of
crime novels, short stories, and screen-
plays. Under the pseudonym Richard
Stark, Westlake created Parker, his most
enduring character. Several Parker novels
have been adapted to the big screen, most
notably 1967’s Point Blank, starring Lee
Marvin, and 1999’s Payback, with Mel
Gibson. Interestingly, while Westlake had
sold the rights many times on Parker nov-
els, he has never allowed any adaptation
to use the name “Parker” before this
graphic-novel adaptation. 

Westlake has won numerous awards,
including Edgar Awards for best novel,
best short story, and best motion picture
screenplay. Additionally, he penned 
The Grifters screenplay, based on the
novel by Jim Thompson, for which he
earned an Academy Award nomination.
In 1993, the Mystery Writers of America
named Westlake a Grand Master, 
the highest honor bestowed by that 
prestigious society.

DARWYN COOKE
left a successful career in animation 
10 years ago to concentrate his creative 
energies on his first love—the sequential
storytelling of comic books. Cooke was
soon taking the industry by storm 
with his work on Selina’s Big Score, 
DC: The New Frontier, and The Spirit.
Not surprisingly, hard-boiled crime 
novels, particularly Richard Stark’s
Parker, have been a source of great 
creative inspiration.

Cooke has received Eisner Awards, 
the industry’s highest honor, twice for
Best Single Issue of the year and once 
for Best Limited Series of the year. In
2008, his best-selling opus, DC: The 
New Frontier was released as a DVD, for
which Cooke shared an Emmy Award
nomination.

“Deliciously brutal.”
NEW YORK TIMES

S U G G E S T E D  F O R  M AT U R E  R E A D E R S

DONALD WESTLAKE ON

The idea of the book had come 
about in a very mundane way;  I walked
across the George Washington Bridge. 
I’d been visiting a friend about 30 miles
upstate from New York, and had taken a
bus back to the city. However, I’d chosen
the wrong bus, one that terminated on the
New Jersey side of the bridge instead of 
the New York side (where I could catch 
my subway). So I walked across the bridge, 
surprised at how windy it was out there
(when barely windy at all anywhere else)
and at how much the apparently solid
bridge shivered and swung from the wind
and the pummeling of the traffic. There
was speed in the cars going by, vibration 
in the bridge under my feet, tension in 
the whole atmosphere.

Riding downtown in the subway I 
slowly began to evolve in my mind the
character who was right for that setting,
whose own speed and solidity and tension
matched that of the bridge. People I knew
came and went, but he quickly took on his
own face, his own hard-skeletoned way of
walking; I saw him as looking something
like Jack Palance, and I wondered: Why is
he walking across the bridge? Not because
he took the wrong bus. Because he’s angry.
Not hot angry; cold angry. Because there
are times when tools won’t serve, not 
hammers or cars or guns or telephones,
when only the use of your own body will
satisfy, the hard touch of your own hands.

So I wrote the book, about this 
sonofabitch called Parker, and in the
course of the story I couldn’t help starting
to like him, because he was so defined; 
I never had to brood about what he’d do
next. He always knew. To some extent, 
I suppose, I liked Parker for what he
wouldn’t tell me about himself.
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THE SCORE is a high-octane trip across America, as Parker assembles a dozen of the best
caper men he can find to knock over his most audacious target yet: an entire town. They
scheme, they prepare, and they execute with military precision unaware that the whole thing
is about to blow up in their faces. Long considered a high watermark in the Parker series,
this new graphic adaptation brings the original to violent, double-crossing life.

R I C H A R D  S T A R K is the most famous pseudonym of 
world-renowned author Donald Westlake (1933-2008). In 1962 he 
created the master thief Parker and began a series of novels that have
been recognized as seminal works of crime fiction. Several of
Westlake’s books have been adapted by Hollywood and Westlake’s
adaptation of The Grifters earned him an Academy Award nomination
for best motion picture screenplay.

Westlake has won numerous awards for his fiction  and in 
1993 the Mystery Writers of America named him a Grand Master, 
the highest honor bestowed by that prestigious society. 

D A R W Y N  C O O K E is a graphic designer and animator 
who turned his attention toward cartooning in the late nineties.
Known primarily for his work on the DC line of superheroes, Cooke
has always had an affinity for crime fiction and has often cited the
Parker books as a great source of creative inspiration.

Cooke has won multiple Eisner, Harvey  and Shuster awards, 
as well as the National Cartoonist Society’s Best Series award. 
In 2008 Cooke was Emmy-nominated for the animated adaptation 
of his magnum opus, The New Frontier.

DONALD E. WESTLAKE
(1933-2008) was the world-renowned,
highly acclaimed and prolific author of
crime novels, short stories, and screen-
plays. Under the pseudonym Richard
Stark, Westlake created Parker, his most
enduring character. Several Parker novels
have been adapted to the big screen, most
notably 1967’s Point Blank, starring Lee
Marvin, and 1999’s Payback, with Mel
Gibson. Interestingly, while Westlake had
sold the rights many times on Parker nov-
els, he has never allowed any adaptation
to use the name “Parker” before this
graphic-novel adaptation. 

Westlake has won numerous awards,
including Edgar Awards for best novel,
best short story, and best motion picture
screenplay. Additionally, he penned 
The Grifters screenplay, based on the
novel by Jim Thompson, for which he
earned an Academy Award nomination.
In 1993, the Mystery Writers of America
named Westlake a Grand Master, 
the highest honor bestowed by that 
prestigious society.

DARWYN COOKE
left a successful career in animation 
10 years ago to concentrate his creative 
energies on his first love—the sequential
storytelling of comic books. Cooke was
soon taking the industry by storm 
with his work on Selina’s Big Score, 
DC: The New Frontier, and The Spirit.
Not surprisingly, hard-boiled crime 
novels, particularly Richard Stark’s
Parker, have been a source of great 
creative inspiration.

Cooke has received Eisner Awards, 
the industry’s highest honor, twice for
Best Single Issue of the year and once 
for Best Limited Series of the year. In
2008, his best-selling opus, DC: The 
New Frontier was released as a DVD, for
which Cooke shared an Emmy Award
nomination.

“Deliciously brutal.”
NEW YORK TIMES

S U G G E S T E D  F O R  M AT U R E  R E A D E R S

DONALD WESTLAKE ON

The idea of the book had come 
about in a very mundane way;  I walked
across the George Washington Bridge. 
I’d been visiting a friend about 30 miles
upstate from New York, and had taken a
bus back to the city. However, I’d chosen
the wrong bus, one that terminated on the
New Jersey side of the bridge instead of 
the New York side (where I could catch 
my subway). So I walked across the bridge, 
surprised at how windy it was out there
(when barely windy at all anywhere else)
and at how much the apparently solid
bridge shivered and swung from the wind
and the pummeling of the traffic. There
was speed in the cars going by, vibration 
in the bridge under my feet, tension in 
the whole atmosphere.

Riding downtown in the subway I 
slowly began to evolve in my mind the
character who was right for that setting,
whose own speed and solidity and tension
matched that of the bridge. People I knew
came and went, but he quickly took on his
own face, his own hard-skeletoned way of
walking; I saw him as looking something
like Jack Palance, and I wondered: Why is
he walking across the bridge? Not because
he took the wrong bus. Because he’s angry.
Not hot angry; cold angry. Because there
are times when tools won’t serve, not 
hammers or cars or guns or telephones,
when only the use of your own body will
satisfy, the hard touch of your own hands.

So I wrote the book, about this 
sonofabitch called Parker, and in the
course of the story I couldn’t help starting
to like him, because he was so defined; 
I never had to brood about what he’d do
next. He always knew. To some extent, 
I suppose, I liked Parker for what he
wouldn’t tell me about himself.
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