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FOR GENERATIONS, the elves sought
refuge from a primitive, savage world.
After much strife they found it in the Palace
of the High Ones. In this sanctuary, Chief
Cutter and his Wolfriders avoid nature’s
wrath and the threat of an ever-expanding
human population. And yet comfort comes at
a price as certain elves begin to lose the skills
that once aided them in battle and allowed
them to survive the harshest circumstances.
The magical palace’s influence may lead

to their undoing when the Wolfriders start

upon the ultimate quest for survival!







_i

? SULTRY TWILIGHT IN THE HOLT, PURING AN 5
ESPECIALLY HOT SEASON OF "THE GREEN"..

e WELL,
. ( BLOOPD OF TEN
\  CHIEFS...
—

WHO KNEW
THE FIRST OF YOUR
CUBS TO MAKE YOUu A }
GRANPSIRE WOULP
BE THE ROUNP-

_EARED ONE?!

SMILING WITH EYES 7
EVEN OLPER THAN HIS [
FIVE-HUNPREP-OPP
YEARS, HE SAYS NOTHING.
THERE /S NO NEEE

HIS SECRET SOUL NAME
/18 TAM. HIS FOLK, THE

WOLFRIPERS, CALL HIM
BY MANY NAMES—

—"CUTTER” FOR HIS SKILL
ugﬁ A SWORE.. "KINSEEKER"..

"BLOOP OF TEN CHIEFS”..
"CHIEF OF CHANGES"...

EVENTFUL, INPEER HAS BEEN HIS
LEAPERSHIP OF THIS ELFIN TRIBE-~
A TRIBE THAT INCLUPES ONE HUMAN

GIRL WHO HAS HUNTEP ANP FOUGHT
BESIPE THEM——




—-BUT WHO, NOW, FACES AN
EVEN GREATER CHALLENGE...

LAMPENFPING MOTHERHOCE SPANT PANT=

you _ SN GUUUHNNN. ..
STILL PON'T : .
WANT YOUR WOULPN'T HE

LIFEMATE BE OF COMFORT,
PAUGHTER? N g R SHTHHA

-

THREKSH'T,
NO# IT'S NOT
\ HIS CUusTOM/

WHEN ALL'S WELL WITH
US, WE FEEL ONLY PLEASURE )
N THE WORK OF BRINGING
LIFE. "

FPANTE AUNT

/ IN HIS TRIBE,
NEW MCTHERS
ARE EXILEP TO
A BIRTHING HUT
OUTSIPE HIS
VILLAGE.

KIMO IS
THE ONLY “"MAN"
I WANT WITH
us Now.

GREAT SUN,
LEETAHY LET HER FEEL
-~ THE PANGS A BIT! _

Y[ SHENSHEN'S
| RIGHT/ WE-WE | __ §
| HUMANS ARE /

YOU ALLOW

{ <MMNHE LIKE
ALL ORPINARY
CREATURES.

THE CHILP

1S REAPY TO
SLIPE OUT INTO

WOULP BE ASKEP OF
ME THAN I WISHEP
TO GIVE.

BREATH.

BE THIS
LASS OR LAP
TGROANE I-T FEAR
I WON'T..WON'T
BE UP TO...




"BUT WHEN SUNTOP ANP EMBER WERE BORN, THE LOVE IN MY
HEART GREW ANP GREW, PRESSING ALL NEEPLESS FEARS ASIPE."

WHO KNEW THE : ' :
BIRTH OF A HUMAN & { NEVER MIND.
CUB'P BE SOMETHING p _. N IT WAS A LONG
WE'D REJOICE ( \ TIME AGO.
ABOUT, EH7P A S - N/ e

pIP You
FORGET OUR

"CUTTER,” FOR HIS SWORP SKILLS, YES...BUT MORE, FOR HIS POWER
TO CUT THROUGH SECRETS ANP SHAPOWS TO FINP THE TRUTH. ’

/

TRUTH MAPE OF COUNTLESS
FEAGMENTSE OF MEMOKIES-- £

f

&
& 4

L 20 §
--HIS MEMORIES-- §
= - - .
/ o N

” - irs
—ANP LESSONS HARP LEARNEER




MORTAL BUT LONEG ENPURING, IF LUCKY, WOLFRIPERS
LIKE HUNTRESS NIGHTFALL ANP REPLANCE THE {
FPLANT SHAFPER LIVE W 7?{5 "NOW OF WDLF THOUGHT

~~BUT S0, TOO, POES LEARNING. oo
IN THE BLESSING ANP CURSE OF [
FOEGE?FMMES5—— —

——-BUT FOR A CHIEF WHO mrcﬁss (e L msc mgivewgg o@%"’
OVER THE BLENPEP ELF TRIBES.. ' TWO MOONS--

--OR ACROSS THE VASTPEEP
NEZS SIS e -
7t " ! BEFORE MOTHER
KNOW THE "NOW,” FOR HE ' . 4 MOON ANP CHILP MOON I'LL BE A
/5 A CHIEF-- ARE HALF FULL IN THE SKY, GRANPSIRE
. SUNSTREAM'S SEA CUB TWICE?
WILL BE BORN, TOO! _/(\oy

GET REAPY
TO GREET YOUR
FIRST/ _




reprance's |

2| THE NEAREY BROOK BABBLES...PUSK BIRPS PLAYING..SO...
A ANP CRICKETS TRILL...ANP GENTLE FLUTE
| SONG BLENFPS SUBTLY WITH ALL.

YOU \
NEEP NEVER
FEEL LOST,

\ MY CHOSEN
N\ PAUGHTER-- /£

5’_&-

THE FOREST IS5 ASTIE,
AS IF KNOWING IT IS
ABOUT TO SHELTER
ONE MORE BIT OF LIFE.

ONE MORE
POWERFUL,
STUBBORN,
FRAGILE BIT
OF LIFE.




PEACE TO - 7 asBov.:

YOUR BOPY ANP - = S/GH: MY MAN
SPIRIT, LITTLE o : WILL BE SO
ONE. _CONTENT/

SWHIMPERS A I THINK.. Y\{
SHIC HICE il - - I THINK I CAN
" - PO THIS.

MORE LIKE

T — = —
HE'S FAIRER
A WHILE LATEER... THAN ME...

!

BUT HIS
LIMBS ARE LEAN
AND STRONG LIKE YOURS,
IKOPEK. ON HIS NAMING
PAY HIS NAME WILL COME
FROM US BOTH.




MUCH AS YOU FOLLOW THE
WOLVES, MY ELF FAMILY, SOME
HUMAN TRIBES--LIKE BEE'S
HILLHOPPER CLAN--FOLLOW
THE WAYS OF INSECTS.

WE'LL
TEACH HIM TO BE
A PEACEMAKER, TOO.
WE'LL TEACH ALL WHO'LL
LISTEN TO RESPECT ANP
HONOR THE FOREST
SPIRITS.

TO PO
WHAT T

NEAREY...

; YOU'RE PO BEST-- |
| GOING TOO, MY\ PROTECT

FRIENDP?  SHUNA.

BUT NOW OUR SON NEEPS ROOTS.
WE'LL BUILP A LOPGE SOMEPLACE
GOOP. I'Ll. MAKE MARKERS TO
GUIPE FRIENPS--ONLY FRIENPS--

TO OUR HIVE.

SAHEMZ
COME BACK
IF YOU NEEP

ANP TO SHINE
WHERE YOUu
\ LOVE.

FROM A PREAM,
KiIMO.

-=-0OR WANT
us. sHow us
HOW OUR
GRANPCHILP
GROWS.

BUT
WHERE TO
FINP YOUu |

WILL ALWAYS |
BE OUR
SECRET.

WHEN YOou PO
WHAT YOU LOVE
BEST, YOU “SHINE
WHERE YOUu




[ YES!IT IS FOR
LOVE! FOR THE

\ SHORT TIME

B ‘I"HE‘RF HAVE TO ,

SHEH HEHZ?
TS MORE LIKE
I FLICKER THIS
WAy ANP THAT/
IF You EVER
SEE A STEAFPY
GLOW, LET ME
KNOW!

YOUR EYES \
ALWAYS STAY
\ YOURS, KIMO!

--MUTHRRRR-RRR. }

WHEN EYES
MEET EYES AGAIN,
PURRRRHAPS?

OR GOING,
\, WITH JOY.



2 T COULPN'T
LOOK AT THEM
\ LONG ENOUGH.

o

WHEN
WILL T
SEE THEM

AGAIN?

SMILE, N
WOMAN/! A GOOP '\
SPIRIT WALKS WITH
Uus/ WHEN OURrR
SON LOOKS AT
KIMO--

--HE WILL
KNOW ALL

OUR STORIES

ARE TRUE/

ENFOLPING HIS LIFEMATE IN HIS
ARMS, CUTTER GAZES UP AT THE
FOREST-COVEREP MOUNTAIN
TOWERING ABOVE THE HOLT.

A GEEEN-GROWING
WOOPLANL TO HUMAN
EYES, YES-—-

SO MUCH HAS X
CHANGER..EVEN

OF THE

-— BUT TO ELFIN SIGHT IT IS THE
PALACE HIGH ONES,
PISGUISEP BY MAGICAL [LLUSION.

LIVING
WITHIN THE
PALACE'S

AULA-

ABOUT US /s
CHANGING.

--EVERYTHING




LATER, IN FARAWAY PJUNSLANE, AS
EMBER'S SFLINTER TRIBE OF WOLFRIFERS

KELAX AFTER A SUCCESSFUL HUNT...

SEA ELF, PART Y % \

LANP ELF. THINK |
HOW LOVELY [
SHE'LL

SOON THE
PALACE WILL FLY
YOU TO THE WAVE-
PANCERS’ HOME IN
THE VASTPEEP TO

p GREET HER.

EMBERY/ DON'T
THE HALF-MOONS
SAY IT'S TIME FOR
YOUR BROTHER'S

CHILP--?

Y-YOU'LL MISS THE CHANCE
TO HOLP SUNSTREAM ANP
BRILL'S NEW CUB IN

YOUR ARMS?/

22
5

"EYES MEETING
EYES" WITH YOUR N
FAMILY?!

OUR HOLT'S
PEACEFUL ENOUGH,
K'CHAIYA.

YOU NEEPN'T
FRET OVER US LIKE
A NEST OF KEENER
HATCHLINGS.




AYE!
PON'T BE A

TAIL IT OFF TO
THE FISH ELVES'
LAIR?

SPECIAL C

NAMELESS WORRIES IS

\ YOURS FOR THE
ASKING.

'm MINPEP ¥
TO STAY/

THAT'S

WHAT PO
YOU SNIFF ON
THE WINP THAT

WE PON'T?

IF T THOUGHT
IT WOULP HELP,
I wouLe

TRUTH IS
I'M NOT MUCH
INTERESTEP
IN THE TINY
ONES.

I'LL MEET
SUNSTREAM'S
SEA CUB--

--WHEN SHE
CAN SIT ON YOUR
LAP, SPIT IN YOUR
EYE, ANP TELL
X YOU TO LIKE
IT, EH?

HEH ]
:f‘ A ST

ONCE YOU HOLP YOUR OWN
CUB IN YOUR ARMS, I KNOW
YOU'LL BE AS PEVOTEP
AS A SHE-BEAR!/

..IF T WAIT
AS LONG FOR
RECOGNITION AS
MY MOTHER PIP/




TEIR/COME N I'VE TOLP YOu
HELP ME WORK ABOUT MY SON? ABOUT
THIS BURR OUT OF - B, HOW WINNOWILL STOLE
MOLEP-\"’__GGER'S : '

--ANP HOW
HE PRIFTEP
AWAY, A
, WANPERER?

YES. STRANGE THAT I
RECALL HIS VERY FIRST
NAME, BUT NOT WHETHER

N 2 YOU...
HE CHOSE ANOTHER MADE ME

THINK OF HI -
Daer Now --HIS ROOTLESS WAYS Jll "ROOTLESS ||
T HOPE, HAVEN'T PUT INTO HIS WAYs".? /.

WHEREVER EYES WHAT T SEE

E IS--

BEING
ACCEPTEP INTO A
TRIBE BUT NEVER

QUITE KNOWING HOW
TO BELONG TO IT.

SOMETHING \
LIKE THAT TROUBLES
J EMBER, TOO.

ALL
THAT, YES.
> BUT STILL NEVER
PAUGHTER OF : GQUITE SURE SHE

CUTTER KINSEEKER... PESERVES IT.

SISTER OF SUNSTREAM... THROUGH
APORED CHILD OF THE VERY PIFFERENT
WOLFRIPERS ANP THE SUN PATHS, IT SEEMS, YOU
FOLK..RESPECTEP ANP SHE TURNED OUT
CHIEF! MUCH ALIKE.




~d “"MORE ALIKE IN SPIRIT; N <. e
| PERHAPS, THAN EMBER ANP N WHEN WE > .
"~ HER OWN TWIN BROTHER/" _ [ NEEP TO TRAVEL

e SOMEWHERE...OR
— L SOMEWHEN...FAR

YOU'RE = 25/6H: ANP FAST--
PULLING OUR rﬂm.s, ) I'LL 'f‘-eey — THEHE.;{A ﬂ ce ) I
SUNSTREAM! BETTER TO aHier we: )

i KNOW?

) WELL, WHAT
IF SMALLER BANPS
OF US TRAVELEP IN
A PIECE OF THE
> PALACE--

WITHOUT
PAMAGE?!
WHAT FILLS IN
THE HOLE?

" THE PALACE
ITSELF, LITTLE Y\
COUSIN. THINK HOW
A LIZARP GROWS
BACK HIS LOST
TAIL.

THE PALACE
CAN HEAL ITSELF
E:AT’HEsa '_JEIKRE rmAt
LIVING HERE, WE
SUN FOLK KNOW THIS ANCIENT
THIS PEAR HOME AS VESSEL'S SHAPE.
WE ONCE KNEW a ANY PART THAT
\  OUR PESERT MAY FLY OFF ON
VILLAGE. \ AN ERRANP--

--WILL FIT
PERFECTLY WHEN
IT RETURNS/

MINPS HOLP
THE TOTALITY OF




s Y7 SHe's READY!
TIME TO GO,
SKYWISE/

§ i

THE PELICATE BEING, UNITEP BY RECOGNITION \
WITH SUNSTIREAM'S VERY SOUL, SMILES...ANFP “,
THAT WINNVING SMILE IS FERCEIVEP BY ALL——

_

--AS THE PALACE'S YOLING %

PILOT MANIFESTS BRILL'S
IMAGE ON A CRYSTAL WALL.

HUNH?!
TOOK HER LONG
ENOUGH!

OH, WHAT PO
YOU KNOwW ABOoUT
IT, SWELLHEAPZ?!
WAVEPANCER CUBS
TAKE MORE TIME
TO COOK/

WELL, AT
LEAST I KNOW
HOW TO PO A

GOOP JOB OF
STEERING/

= JTN

GOOR..NOT
PERFECT!

NOT
UNLESS WE PO IT
TOGETHER.




GUIPE IT ONLY TO RETURN
YOUR SMALL SOON, BELOVEPD, WITH
VESSEL WELL, TIPINGS OF A GRANP-

BROTHER. PAUGHTER/

TIPINGS
AND TIPES!

o W\ <

.- ‘
=
== "’



SWIFT AS THOUGHT
1S TRAVEL IN THE POP--

| —-ro rHE
WAVEPANCERS'
TROPICAL COVE.

IT'S ALL
RIGHT. 8RILL
EXPLAINEP
IN HER
SENPING.

T EXPECTEP
FACES FULL

'- THAT'S NEWS? “HEHZ

THOSE FISH ELVES COULP WHIP
THEMSELVES INTO A FRENZY
OVER A FLEABITE.

SUNSTREAM,
YOU MUST BE FIRM
WITH HER/

GIVING BIRTH IN
OPEN WATER? YOU
MUST MAKE HER SEE
THE PANGER/

RS s R



sHE kNows. ¥ 1 stanp Y/ BUT SURGE Y --DEEPLY HIPDEN
SHE ALSO KNOWS WITH HER ALWAYS INSISTEP ANP SURROUNPEP
ON BIRTHING BY GUARPS/

WOULP SURGE,
THROUGH You,
PESTROY BRILL'S
FREEPOM ANP
HAPPINESS,
Now?

THOUGH HE PIED MOST N3
BRAVELY, SAVING CUTTER'S
LIFE, YOUR OLP CHIEF HELP
ALL OF YOU IN BONDAGE
WITH HIS FEARFUL
BELIEFS.

SNAKESKIN...
YOU'VE SPENT
TIME WITH YOUR
FATHER'S SPIRIT
IN THE PALACE

« NO.
OF THE HIGH . YOU'RE RIGHT.

IT'S HARP TO
ABANPON
ALL THE OL
SO AFRAIP |
FOR HIS A
TRIBE?

AS LEETAM, SNAKESKIN, ANP
SKIMBACK BEGIN SLUNSTREAM'S
TRANSFORMATION INTO A WATER
BREATHER-- 5— :

” BUT THE BIRTH OF N
A NEW PIP IS A GOOP
PLACE TO START/

THEN START
WITH ME! QUICKLY,
HEALERS! I SHOULP
BE AT BRILL'S SIPE
NOwW/!

REEF, THE
BROKEN ONE, 7
WATCHES-~

TR y



THERE WAS
A SHAFPE--

THEN...THREE TUENS OF THE SEASONS
ACO, SURROUNPEP BY THE EUPHORIC
ENERGIES OF THE HIGH ONES' FALACE
SHIR THE BREOKEN ONE WAS KESTORER
HIS TORTUREP MINE TWISTEFP AS HIS
BOPY BY A PARK SHAFE SHIFTER'S
SORCERY--

-=HIPEOUS ANP
AGONIZING TO
INHABIT; THAT WAS,
FOR TIME UNTOLE
HIS OWN. SO LONG

AS THE WAVEPANCERS
HIP THEMSELVES, AFRAIP
TO SEEK OTHERS OF
THEIR KiINP~~

~=THE POSSIBILITY OF TRUE HEALING
STAYEP AS REMOTE AS BEING LOCKEP
LPON WITHOUT PITY BY HIS WELL- o

| MEANING TRIBEMATES.

il : 4 N .

~-FOUGHT TO COMPREHENP AS BONE PAINLESSLY STRENGTHENED ANP LENGTHENED ANP MUSCLES =
TIGHTENEP INTO FLEASING CONTOURS. THE SHEOUP OF MAPNESS LIFTER ONE TRUTH BECAME CLEAR--




—_—

—-RENEWEP GRACE ANP BEAUTY, EVEN IF
ATTENPEP BY GREATER LOVE ANP ACCEFPTANCE,
1S NO GUARANTEE OF SERENITY.

)J {
—
L

ANP YET THE TENPER HEART £
THAT NOT EVEN THE "BLACK
SNAKE"” WINNOWILL COLLP
CORRUPT CAN STILL REJOICE
FOR ANOTHER. ——

N 4 THANK
Yy YOuUW, MOTHER,
' SNAKESKIN,
SKIMBACK! EACH
) TIME YOUu PO
y THIS FOR ME,

MORE BEAUTIFUL
SHAPE THAN T
PESERVE/

IT'S HOW
BRILL SEES
YOU..WITH ALL
HER LOVE.






EYES MEET BLINKING,
QUICKLY APJUSTING

==JOYOUSLY WELCOMES

e =

ASQRUIRM WITH PELIGHT. i %ffm J‘?ﬂ‘lfg gg'gﬂsfs
ALLOWEP TO STRETCH.
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T % WHAT..JUST I
HAPPENEP?

WE'RE WELL, \ IT'S IN YOUR
[ BELOVEP! WE W\ BLOOP TO
|\ ~ WEREN'T
\___SCAREP.

I PIPN'T
KNOW I COULP..
THAT THE HEALERS /
HAR.. :

..-lf;,/‘

SGIGGLE:
PIP YOU THINK
THOSE EXQUISITE
FRILLS WERE JUsT /
FOR SHOW?

THESE FEELINGS...
4 SO HAPPY..SO
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EEEEEHHH!

TRUE WAVE-
PANCER/



THE PALACE..THERE'S ¥ I CAN'T
¥ SO MUCH YET TO LEARN... LEAVE THEM,
S0 MUCH TO BE PONE. SKYWISE!

IT'S MY PUTY, BUT... -

80

BUT ARE
YOU SURE
YOU CAN PO
IT ALONE?

HA/ LIKE
REPLANCE
CAN TRACK A PEER
BLINPFOLPEPR, T
CAN GET YOUR
MOTHER BACK
TO THE HOLT.

&
THINK I'P
. PlES

YOU'RE THE SON OF
CUTTER KINSEEKER ANP

LEETAH THE HEALER.
s YOU'RE THE “LINK."

SOMEPAY, ;
YOU'LL UNITE US
ALL IN WAYS YOUR

CUB...NOT TOO LONG v BUT

AGO, YOU NEEPEP TO You PIP
\ PROVE YOU WERE A , MORE THAN
A WOLFRIPER. p

ANP ouT
OF IT CAME YOUR
NEW TRIBE NAME,

DON'T MISS THE
Ml CHANCE TO RAISE
\ YOUR PAUGHTER.

THE
STARS WILL
ALWAYS BE

YOU'RE...
PRETTY
SLIPPERY...
YOUu KNow
THAT?




SCHUCKLEZ T SEE THEY'LL NEEP JOURNEY ANP FOR AFTER ALL,
TO HARNESS ANP TETHER " WELL, LEETAH us To0, KRILL HAS TO
YOU, PEAREST KITLING, AS ANP SKYWISE, SNAKESKIN.

DPEWSHINE ONCE TETHEREP

THIS PAY WILL LIVE
IN OUR HEARTS AS
LONG AS THE
VASTPEEP WATERS

KEEP HER PROMISE
TO TEACH ME TO
SWIM LIKE ONE

WE'LL BE

ONCE SETTLEP,
INSIPE THE

PALACE POL.
HATE TO ik
LEAVE?

SSIGHE..IT'S
JUST THAT IT
HAS BEEN SUCH
A WHILE SINCE
I PANCEP WITH
THE SANP
BETWEEN MY
TOES.

NO...
CUTTER IS
WAITING.




I-I WAS
JUST THINKING
ABOUT...

\

UNABLE TO KESIST, THE
ELFIN PAIR CLIME POWN
7O THE ANCIENT PESERT
SETTLEMENT, LONG
ABANFONEFP ANFP
FALLEN TO RUIN.

SOMBEELY,

/74
UNEXPLAINEP
VIOLENCE.

FEOM FULL NIGHT TO NEAR
FPAWN, IN AN INSTANT
SKYWISE'S FLEETING
THOUGHT HAS CARRIEP

THEM TO--

ARROW NICKS...
BUT WHOSE?




THIS WAS My W _--JusT A Nl  veT  know, Y __TRAVELED FAR
HUT. MY CHILPREN FEW HEART- TOO, HOW THEY, AHEAP IN TIME
WERE BORN BEATS AGO, |= You, ANP T—— | WHILE 7AM ANP
HERE-- AS MY MINP B8 © THE REST WAITEP
PICTURES % e \ TO CATCH UP.
IT. ) ~

e

=Yy

GROUNP-
QUAKEL!




HUHY
PON'T You
KNOW?

YOou MUST
REMEMEER
EMBER..ANP
SUNTOP?

THOUGH HIS
NAME IS SUNSTREAM,
NOW/ SURELY THE TRIALS
YOU FACEP WITH HIM IN THE
FOREVERGREEN ARE
STILL FRESH IN YOUR
HEART?

w..
WINDKINS/

I GUESS...
THAT'S WHAT
IT WAS.

I'VE BEEN
TRYING TO
FORGET...
FORGET
EVERYTHING
BUT--

--THE
GENTLE
SPIRIT THAT
PWELLS
IN THESE
ROCKS!

THE
ONLY MEMORY
WORT HSKEEF’lNG
IS...




I'VE
BEEN HERE
FOR SOME
TIME, WATCHING
IT CRUMBLE...
HUNTING
SNAKES.
STRETCHEP
TIGHT, ANP
BACKEP WITH
SOMETHING

--THEIR SKINS MAKE ~ EEP / OH, I'VE HAP SOME
GOOP LEATHER FOR SEEr 4 FUN PICKING OFF

CLOTHES ANP A\ HUMANS WHO WANPER

THROUGH.

- IT'S NOT T F0a |
ALL BEEN PULL, . g
HAVEN'T
THEN? ) SEEN MANY

LATELY,
THOUGH.

r ¥ 7
;’%Jfa

i
Pors

THE SHAKING'S
GROWN WORSE, OF
LATE. BUT IT POESN'T
TROUBLE ME.

NEXT TIME...
MAYBE...L WON'T
FLY OUT OF THE WAY.
I'LL LET THE FALLING
ROCKS CLAIM MY

TOO-LONG LIFE--




|

BUT AHPRI'S ALIVE, ALIVE ANP HAPPY OH, YES! WITH

\ YOU MUZZY-HEAPEP , UNPER THE HOLT B S|  TREESTUMP? REMEMBER
ELF/ IN THE TROLL A o HIS PAUGHTER, PEWSHINE...
CAVERNS! M —— 14 YOUR MOTHER?!




IT'S A PIECE OF

THE PALACE/IT'LL |

SHATTER IF IT
FALLS/

ONCE T
HELP A LITTLE
PIECE OF IT IN
MY ARMS/
WELL,
NOW YOU'VE
GOT US/ JUST
FLY, WILL

i@s‘\\ PA

7N S
) FETUED Spayas

IT FELT

50 GooZ..

MAPE ME
STRONGER...
LIGHTER/

LON'T
SLOW POWN/
THE POP WiLL
OPEN UP FOR

usrs

I FEEL
IT NOW...dusT




THE POP'S
BACK/! BUT WHY
HAVEN'T THEY

COME POWN?_,

HAPPENEP?/

HE N\
STRAINEP
HIMSELF TO
THE LIMIT

GUIPING |
us HOME, |

\ BELOVEP/




o et ] [ y
OUR WELCOME CAN
WHILE SKYWISE RESTS AFTER NEVER EQUAL THE ONE
LEETAH'S TENFPING, A CURIOUS YOUR MOTHER PEWSHINE y
| ANP EAGER CEROWP GATHERS WOULP GIVE YOU, WERE R
w SAVA}I‘S THRONE CHAMBEE... SHE HERE. WHEN You

ARE REAPY, YOU
/ MOTHER OF
7\ MEMORY?
— /

=

x : h-’_r,-.._:h'::n-'
e

SHALL TELL US OF |
ALL YOU'VE SEEN
ANP PONE, WHILE

SO LONG

AwAY.

TREESTUMP, LOOK/
IT'S TRUE! HE'S
7‘R ULY HERE/!

\/

BY MY AXE! ANP LOOKING

EVERY BIT THE CUB OF A

GLIPER ANP A RATTLE-
TAIL! 2

YOU SHY I BELIEVEP V ..THOUGHT
YOU PEAL.. o NEVER TO...

...NEVER TO
TOUCH You
AGAIN/




: . gene NYMW  --MAKES ME WANT TO
LATER, UNPER THE FATHER WITH RELIVE MORE. MY MOTHER...
TREE'S TWINING BRANCHES... YOU SAY SHE'S IN THE

NEW LANP?

GRANPSON/
; THOUGH NONE OF
us HAS WINGS, SOME
\ OF US PO A LOT OF
MOVING ABOUT
THESE PAYS.

WHO couLp
FORGET THAT
TALL BIRP ELF?
HE ANP KAH VI
LEFT US MANY
TURNS OF THE
SEASONS

BEFORE OUR
LONG SLEEP

I'VE
WONPEREP
WHAT BECAME
OF THEM.

WHILE T I'M STILL HAZY. PERHAPS I'VE
SLEPT, T TOLP OF THIS BEFORE, PERHAPS
PREAMEDP NOT. BUT FOR NEAR AS LONG
KAHVI TORE AS YOU WOLFRIPERS SLEPT, THE
MY COCOON GO-BACK CHIEFTESS ANP MY

OPEN ANP

WOKE ME SIRE WERE A PAIR.

“IF KAHVI
HAP A LOVE
OF HER
LIFE, IT WAS

PAK."

PREAM?




[ *HeP PO ANYTHING FOR |
| HER.FLEWHERTO THE |

“"--WHERE SHE ROUNPEP
UP THE GO-BACKS ANP
BROUGHT THEM, BRIEFLY,
BACK INTO ORPER.

A
“BUT THE SNOW ELVES'
WAYS WERE TOO LIMITEPR.

| "TYLPAK HAP SHOWN HER TOO &
MUCH OF THE WORLP. IN TIME, | & !
SHE CHOSE TOTAL FREEPOM

OVER THE DUTIES OF A CHIEF.

“ANP ONE PAY; IN THE RUBBLE
OF 8LUE MOUNTAIN, THEY
HAPPENEP UPON ME.

“LIKE THEM. I 'N'AS ON A QUEST TO FINP WINNOWILL. SO WE JOINEP
FORCES, PLOTTING ANP PLANNING HOW TO MAKE THE BLACK SNAKE e
= RETURN 'I'YLPAK'S EIGHTFHL SHﬂPE--&NP GIVE ME REAL W ¥

"WE GOT TO LIKING
EACH OTHER'S
COMPANY...LOOKEP
OUT FOR ONE
ANOTHER AS WE
SEARCHEP ANP
SEARCHEP OVER
GREAT PISTANCE
ANP GREAT TIME.

-




- THE ¥ ANP WINNOWILL
SEA ELVES?! BECAME LIKE
I KNOW OF . THEM? IS SHE /
STILL..? &

YOU THREE \J NOT
COULP NEVER UNLESS You CouLp
HAVE FOUNP \ BREATHE WATER LIKE
OL WINNO- | o7 WAVEPANCERS.
WICKEDRY .

BUT YOU CAN STILL HAVE
WHAT YOU SEEK! WITHIN THE
PALACE, LEETAH CAN GIVE _ —-ANP

; HER CRUEL L \_YOU WINGS OF FLESH-- , RESTORE

SPIRIT CAN'T HARM A\e ) TYLPAK,

ANYONE NOW, THANKS ? X4 - TOO!
TO RAYEK. HE CARRIES 1A
- HER TRAPPED
INSIPE HIM.

NO,
SWEET ONE.
THAT CAN NEVER
HAPPEN.

"IN OUR TRAVELS, WE
ALWAYS TOOK CARE TO
AVOIP NESTS OF SWIFT-

BREEPING HUMANS.

| "BUT MANY
TIMES IT
COULPN'T
BE HELPEPR.




1

"SOME TREATEP US WITH RESPECT. KAHVI

LOVEP TAKING APVANTAGE OF THEM.

"BUT TO OTHERS...
| THE GREEPY ONES--

“"ONE BRUTALLY COLP PAY, OUR

EMPTY BELLIES GROWLING WITH PAIN--
c 2 =

“ANP AT LONG LAST,
FROM AMBUSH..."

SIRE WAS
A PRIZE TO
BE TRAPED,
PEAP OR
ALIVE, FOR
GoLps

"AS TIME
PASSEP, HE
NEEPEP OUR
PROTECTION
MORE ANP

"--WE RISKEP A LOW-
FLYING SKY HUNT.

JFuTHY PUNG S
' EATERS!/ M8

P-PON'T...

LET THEM... k
A TAKE ME! J



"AS HE FOR HER, SO THERE WAS NOTHING SHE " i .
WOULPN'T PO FOR HIM. VERY GENTLY, LIKE A
CARESS, SHE OP_‘ENEP A VEIN IN HIS NECK." 4 — -

T WISH...T v - A '"HE WENT TO
COULP'VE BEEN... YOU'LL SLEEP, SMILING,
BEAUTIFUL... ALWAYS BE MY IN HER ARMS.

FOR YOU... BEAUTIFUL... cliak
BEAUTIFUL \

“TOGETHER WE
AVENGEP HIM. THEN,
AS HE WISHEP--

“--WE LEFT NO 2 [ KAHVI ANP T
TRACE OF HIM.” ' PARTEP WAYS. T
_ NEVER SAW HER
AGAIN. /

IT SAPPENS
ME TO THINK OF
WINGS...NOW.

=

/ OH, PLEASE PON'T j
PRIFT AWAY ON THE WINPS/ &
PLEASE, PLEASE STAY!

i &y

WORK WITH
Uus UNPER-
GROUNPY?




“"AFTER ALL, THERE'S A MEASURE
OF HAPPINESS TO BE FOUNP IN
TRYING SOMETHING NEW."
3 = IT's
THAT | e TROLLS... \
POUNPINGS NOTHING s MISFIT TROLLS

WHAT /S IT? TO FEAR. w?!\?TgETﬁcE)‘IrE A3

NUTMASH
SKULLS--

WE'RE USEP
TO IT. EVERY NOW
ANP THEN THEY BREAK
\ IN, SOMETIMES THROUGH
A WALL, SOMETIMES
FROM ABOVE. q

P cicoLe:
THEN Z EARN
MY KEEP WITH
A LITTLE ROCK
SHAPING!
ANP
wH%N THEY

WE'LL SEE
THEM AGAIN,
MAYBE, BY THE
NEXT NEW
GREEN.




HERE, BELOVEP YOU ARE MY LIFE OF LONE W you SEEM...
THE FIRST ANP BEST OF WANPERING HASN'T I PON'T KNOwW

USsS TO WIELP THIS.

SHOW APPEP UP TO MUCH-- = HOW TO SAY
WINPKIN NOT COMPAREP TO

HOW IT'S
DONE. WHAT YOou PO

THE HAMMER FALLS,
n THE ANVIL EINGS, ANP
EACH STRONG STEOKEJ’

A "MAKING” BEINGS.
—~. - L
CY % ‘?\ /l
8 '. .'_. ® : ) . 1’

o8 Wy
o e
y

$ ane sacH
STRONG STROKE
A "MAKING" g3
\" BEINGS/ e

.-_\.‘

S
1/ \ 710
e

TN 10>

P "THE NEW-MAPE THING'S
‘ A CHILP UNTEIELR WHOSE
STRENGTH GROWS WITH :.
EACH PASSING TIPE."”




/ ]sw.z THE THINGS WE
#|° make rave cire-—-~ 1
kel

i i/ TOPAY YOUR
TRIBE NAME IS
SHUKOPE

--FOR YOU
PWELL IN TWO
WORLPS, BUT

WITH ONE

HEART ANP

ONE MINP.

B "--BE THEY
MAPE aceocxj,
OR SKIN.”

..PUG
HOLE -ESOBE ANP )
COVEE@?’ HIM UP/ o

I-T KNOW
IT'S NOT “THE
WAY" TO USE

MAGIC ALL

THE TIME.
r’\‘ Q

PIPN'T CA.LL
LEETAH. T
JUST...T
JUST...




SO, YOUR NEW V.
TRIBE NAME 15 T £IKE
FREETOUCH? :

DMLL THAT LIVES X
ANP PIES 15 KIN]) N

25/GH:
I-I'M TIREP, :

MOTHER YUN...BUT &
I FEEL SO MUCH

YOUR FEVER
/ MAPE YUN WEEP. T
NEVER WANT TO SEE
HER TEARS AGAIN--50
I GAVE YOU A GIFT.
KHORE.

ANGRIF
PJUN...YOUR
SIEE TRIEP HE MEANT TO
7O STEAL MAKE MENFPER USE
MENPER.  HIS HEALING FPOWERS
TO KEEFRP HIM ALIVE
FOREVER.

.

YOU'RE STILL
CHITTER,

B 1SHAPEP By HAMMER
TO ME. 4l * OR BY KMIFE, ROCK LIVES |89
, o scow, sur knows wirin—S "

YOU'LL BE N

STRONG OF i}
BODY-- {4

--ANP LIVE
MANY TIMES
LONGER THAN
OTHER ROUNP
EARS/

; YOU'RE
MORE ONE OF

OURS THAN EVER, |
HUMAN CuB/ £

TALL THAT
LIVES
ANP PIES
5 KIN"




LET'S
HOPE THEY
WELCSOME

TWENTY-OFP FULL TURNS
OF THE SEASONS LATER...

NOT EVERY
NEW TRIBE WE'VE
A, MET HAS PONE

I MUST APD
THIS UNKNOWN
FOREST TO
THE MAP!

THE PEIMITIVES EXTENF A
GUARPEP HOSFITALITY.

e P

vl

| SUELY, SKEPTICAL FROWNS GREET THE | .
SMALL FAMILY OF PEACEMAKERS AS THEY [ I
OFFER TALES OF THE "GOOP SPIRITS.” =

(

: / =
WHAT WRATHFUL POWERS, FEAS AND misTeuer i )
AFTER ALL, COULP THESE , THEM..THE KIND THAT £
MYSTERIOUS STRANGER. 2 CAN LEAP TO d
UNLEASH~ - ATTACK! '




ANP AFTER SEVERAL
UNCERTAIN PAYS...

5P T -
AM WITH KIMO *
IN THIS, MY THESE
WOMAN. PEOPLE HAVE NO
3 WISH TO BEFRIENP
us, LET ALONE
LEARN OF OTHER
TRIBES.

SS5/IGH: T
THINK, PERHAPS,
YOU'RE RIGHT.
WE'LL COUNT
THIS A NOBLE
FAILURE--

IKOPEKY! OH,

.ONLY ONE WHS CAN

BE--MUST BE--SAVEP/ I p

P THOUGH THE
F— kILLERS SOON
ABANPON THE

CHASE, THE SHoCk

ANP SORROW

ENPURE ALL THE

WAy BACK To--




IT SEEMS HOPELESS. SO FEW OF SGASP?

MY KINP WILL SEE PAST THEIR FEARS MOTHER Of-’

TO ACCEPT THAT THEY SHARE THIS MEMORY? {
WORLP WITH YOU.

THAT IS
BECAUSE HUMANS
ANP ELVES RIPE
PIFFERENT PARTS OF
THE WHEEL OF
ALL-THAT-IS.

RIPING AT THE OUTER RIM, OUR BOPIES --T0 ALL BUT A V' MOST FIVE-FINGEREP ONES

"HUM" MUCH FASTER THAN YOURS. SINCE ~ CERTAIN FEW, LIKE WOULD RATHER HALF LISTEN TO

HUMANS RIPE CLOSER TO THE HUB-- YOU, WE SEEM WHAT YOU TEACH, SHUNA,
STRANGE ANP N\ THAN TRULY SEE US. __ =
FRIGHTENING. ¢ =

YES! T
UNPERSTANP
WHAT IT IS--

--TO
PREFER AN
UNSEEN,

FARAWAY IPEAL

OVER HAVING MY

A NOSE RUBBEP IN
A GRACE I CAN
NEVER HOPE

TO ATTAIN/ _/

> i




[ GRANT ME T/ME,
MOTHER LEETAH, AS
\ MENPER PIP FOR
A KHORBASI.

BOWING HER HEAE SHUNA TURNS
TO MEET HER ELF MOTHER'S GAZE.

I'M SORRY.
IT'S JUST THAT BEE
BELIEVEP IN MY QUEST...
BELIEVEP IN ME.

&
TALKEP OF

THIS BEFORE,
KITLING.

ARE

YOU REALLY

WHENT
TAKE A WIFE, ;I_éa? ‘ﬁgyg%
I WOULP ON ANP ON...

NOT WANT  TRYING TO
TO OUTLIVE SPREAD

HER ANP OUR, THAT LOVE
CHILPREN. £ TO ALL

HUMAN

BEINGS.

VERY
WELL. BUT
IF THIS GIFT
PROVES TOO
MUCH TO BEAR,
PAUGHTER--

LOOKS LIKE HER LOVE FOR US v NO MATTER
YOU'LL RUN MUCH IS UNMATCHEP BY  WHAT HAPPENS,
LONGER WITH HER ANY OF HER KINDP. MY LIFE IS TWINEP

THAN YOou SHE'S A HUMAN.,., WITH HERS.

THOUGHT/ BUT SHE'S ALSO
ONE OF us.



1 YOUR SFPIRIT
15 AT EASE WITH oUrR

V vou SON'S PATH, THEN
. WERE ALWAYS 50 15 MINE. _£
5/ MYy COMFORT ANFP EVERYONE'S
= . FLEASURE. GATHERING TO EAT NOW.
A HOW I WISH YOU COULP

JOIN ME.

WHAT? You say ¥ SCHUCKLEZ AS IF THE

“LET THERE BE FULFILLMENT THAT CREATEP )

\. ANOTHER"?/ KIMO COULP EVER BE /
e MATCHEP/ ‘

Fo 1=V -
ANP THAT'S MY BROTHER “__AND HOW
MUCH I'VE BEEN
MISSING IT."

A BIT OF LUCK LUTEI'S SPIRIT

HAS BEEN QUITE

BUSY OF LATE,
HASN'T IT?

ANP S50, ENRICHEP
By BOTH UPHEAVAL

' ANP CONTINUITY,
QUITE FULL TIME PASSES.

OF SOUNP APVICE.
GOOP IT WAS TO PIG

IN MY GARPEN-- £/ |



ON AN OVERCAST AFTERNOON IN THE SEASON OF THE NEW GREEN,
WILPFLOWERS BLOOM IN ABUNEPANCE, NOURISHEP BY SOFT RAINS.

IT WILL
LAST A WHILE, THIS

THAT WAS

WEATHER. YOU'LL NOT SUCH A BLESSING WE COULP
SEE THE PAYSTAR FOR IN THE SUN VILLAGE, CELEBRATE
THREE...MAYBE FOUR WASN'T IT, SU, THE FEAST OF
PAYS. ; FLOODP ANP

TOUCHER.
|/ T FLOWER WITHOUT |
THE PESERT'S
PUNISHING

YOU LOOK TALLER, \ | _AH
RUFFELZ ANP, MAYBE ” SIGNS OF CHANGE ONCE YOUR SIZE, STAR-
A BIT PALER! | THAT THE PALACE [l GAZER, GROW CLOSER
it - CREATES IN ALL L IN APPEARANCE TO
IMMORTALS. N\ SAVAH ANP TIMMAIN
THE HIGH ONE.

PON'T YOU "\
WAIT FOREVER _
TO BECOME TALL, | A \ . . .
LOVEMATE, Or WE | (¢ : AN FINE WITH
WON'T BE SUCH . . \ \ HOWEVER
A PERFECT / , : ' LONG YOUR

BONES GET.
JUST PON'T
LOSE ALL THAT | |
PAPPING T |
LIKE SO
MUCH!

REMEMBER
OUR ENPLESS
ROLLS IN THE
SOFT, THICK
FLOWER-
BEPS...? /

[
i



- [ ...OUR SECRET GAMES IN Y}
THE STEAMING POOLS OF |
SORROW'S ENP?

-~COULP JOIN WITH
THE BREATHING
BEAUTY OF THE | |
GREEN GROWING /

i PLACE!

ONE PAY, WHEN
ALL ELVES UNITE
\  TORETURN
AND RESTORE
HE STAR WE'LL
\._HOME--_  MAKE IT A
i | PLACE THAT
HAS THE BEST
OF BOTH.

7 GIGGLE:

IF ONLY WE

COULD MAKE |
)

IF ONLY
THE HARP,
CRYSTAL
LOVELINESS
OF THE
PALACE--

FREETOUCH.
SHEH HEH:=

) MEANTIME,
WE CAN BRING THE
4 COLORS OF THE NEW
GREEN INTO THE 4
2 PALACE/




/" ER..SO WHY
[ ARE YOU FAIR
| ONES ouT WHILE
\ THE WOLFRIPERS

. PAYSLEEP?

caNT you see ¥ aNp wHAT §
THE SKY'S S0 ARE You |
GRAY IT'S LIKE . TWO UP TO, Ji

EVENING? HMMMM? £

=

SHMPHZ NEEPLESS
QUESTION! GET
ALONG, THEN., WE'LL
KEEP WATCH. B

no No no!
HPETHL{OI!")G LOOK

FTER SOFTPRETTY
HIGHTHINGS!
I an

AAAALY VWL
LOOKY-UP HIGHTHING |

ALWAYS SAY PETALWING
PEST-PEST! PHOO!

\ ANP HELP US WITH
| OUR LACINGS.

WHILE ONE ELFIN
FPAIR IS IN COMFLETE
ACcorpr--




i --ANOTHER
15, AS

| csuar, R

| AT orps.

3 |

OH,
cuss
YOUR

WEAVE IS
UNEVEN/
SEE?

B HR -

RS 2

THEN I'LEL WAIT 'TIL
THE HEAT OF THE
GREEN, WHEN BEING
BARE POESN'T
MATTER/

£ A
L MOTHER... Yo

WHY PO
YOU WEAVE?
WHY IS SUCH
A PECORATION [
. IMPORTANT? /2

BITTY
STRINGIES
TINGLE-TANGLE.
IS BETTER IF
CAn seIT

WRAPSTUFF!

[ T'M JUST IN THE

HABIT OF POING
THINGS AS WELL /
AST CAN. A

SHEH HEH: CHEER
UF, MOTHER! IT'S
NOT PERFECT,
BUT IT'S GOOP
ENOUGH!

"GOOP ENOUGH"!
THIS BOPICE WILL COME
UNPONE ANP LEAVE
1 YOUR TENPEREST PARTS
BARE TO THORNS
ANP BRANCHES/
WHAT THEN?

\
WILRS
N

A s N
REALLY. Aiu

NOTHING
IPOIS SO
FINE AS A
PRESERVER'S
WING OR A
WAVEPANCER'S




” you kNow, WELL..LIKE SO MANY WHY NOT

Lovemare, = Y o7#ER THINGS.iT's ). (Ml JusT weAr L
_FOR TAKING OFF/ | FLOWERS? amm

KNOW WHAT
THIS THING
IS FOR!

g -';a\.

SMMMMM VVSHSI..POOL.:.‘
I'M ITCHING TO ~ MENPER...TEIR...
VISIT EMBER'S TRIBE ~ EVEN PIKE! SO
IN THE NEW LANP PIFFERENT, BUT
#f\ ALL SO GOOP TO
sl S\ LOOK AT/ MAKES
SN\ VE pizzY/

’/u|‘|

i ANP YOU THINK
] 1 SKYWISE WILL JUST
|' MAKE A PALACE POP
| FOR YOU WHENEVER
I YOU'RE ITCHY? {
=1 W - - -

l.l

OH, NO! IT'S SO
EXCITING WHEN THE
AIR GROWLS LIKE AN
ANGRY BEAR/ I LOVE
THE SOUNP/



LISTEN/ _
4 THE SKY IS j
| HUNGRY..LIKE ME!

GRRR...

THAT'S NOT

AGROWLOF |
' .If #

AT
\ 2 THE FEAST
- R - FLOOP ANP
[| ‘ FLOWER, AFTER
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ONE MOMENT 2G5O 508>

i
! HAPPY ANP PANCING. |I ‘ Rf-g’:géé ‘33'
! {:. !

THE NEXT... !
HOW... il
HOW CAN It
0\ IT BE?

THERE'S
NOTHING TO

ey

UNPERSTANE (TS - MAY YOUR ° FOR ME, THIS IS JUST ONE MORE
ALL PAE;T OF | OPEN SENPING BIT OF PROOF OF THIS WORLD'S
FTE S - | A | [ COMFORT THE j§, UNENPING HARSHNESS _

TRIBE, LIFE-
ATE.

||H'

( ACCEPTEP THINGS AS THEY
ARE WITHOUT PROTEST.
I BUT NO MORE!

NOT WHEN
THERE'S

ANOTHER
CHOICE! 40

LINT IL NOW I'VE




--LovEP ¥ MAYBE..SHE
\ FLOWERS. MIGHT LIKE TO
HELP MORE OF
A\ THEM GROW?

v ' .
HER PEATH WAS IT WILL BE A ewiorpes:. N
SO SUPDEN! HER WHILE BEFORE SHE WHAT SHE'D
SPIRIT MUST , SPEAKS TO US IN want us Al
SLEEP. THE PALACE. ‘ Al

IT'S ALWAYS ;
BEEN OUR WAY TO
LET THE WOLVES HAVE
OUR HUSKS. BUT

RUFFE

MANY HUMAN TRIBES SHARE ! NO! GOOP IPEA,
THAT CUSTOM. IF WE COULP ¥ . REPLANCE. IT MAY
HAVE “CHOKEZ..WE WOULP Fiv ; NOT BE THE
HAVE PONE SO WiFP
BEE.

. "——BUT MAKING
- R =G = N \ | SOMETHING GROW [B%
o SR i SAEFAEMU] FROM THE GROUND

. _sc,:j_,, _;‘_ { / F ISASGOOP AS | /-
AV TS __f. 7 FEEPING OUR / /
% i / #;J / / “a (;

. Jotmy l7, 7?
I’.. = { / f_/i" /
i‘fﬁﬁft‘ﬁ; f ’}ﬁ 4 |” '”I 2’4" ”IZJ /!I! /l i 14 \ /\ '{ s.‘ &Q /Ia
f? Vil ‘Iﬁ \ FII l { kfu f*‘h i “ bl %f. 1"/’1 YAy "} i T' v f“ ﬁ i ﬁ i\'



UP INSIPE THE PALACE AS THE SUN FOLK MOUREN ONE
WHOSE LAUGHING SMILE ANP SFPARKLING EYES WILL

A WAILING SONG OF GRIEF OVER SUPPEN LOSS 6‘0&‘2
BEIGHTEN THEIR PAYS NO MOEE. i

ANP IN THE HOLT
THE SONG /5 JOINEP
BY A CHOEUS OF FULL-
THROATEP HOWLS.

FOR THE WAY MAY BE
CHALLENGEP BY THOSE,
WHO QUESTION. BUT
NEVER BY THE FACK,
WHO ARE--ANP WILL

ALWAYS BE--WOLVES.

L

INPEELR HAS BEEN HIS LEAPERSHIFP OF THIS

T ,ufll, (g L1y 59 VI i Y
!| _ HIS SECRET SOUL NAME 1S TAM. EVENTFLUL,
‘ ﬂENPEP ELFIN TRIBE.

BATTLES...
PISCOVERIES...
RECOGNITIONS...
REVELATIONS...
BIRTHS...



i ulmmlmn .il!' all v vow, 4 - , ——WHERE SAVAGE LIFE,
il

(3
FPEATH. NATUREAL : SEASONEP WITH CHANCE
ENOUGH IN A ANP MYEIAP EXFERIENCE,
PANGEROUS | v /5 TO BE EMEBRACEP-- -

WORLP OF
CONSTANT

' 00/’0 Z.

--OF HIPCEN
FROM IN PARK
P.{AC‘ES—-

JUST NOW,
} PONPEREL

= ] ‘e ""- 1
l" o IF ONLY
Y (¢ SHE'P STAYEP
.%—9 w *’&* IN THE PALACE
= WHERE IT WAS
e SAFE, SHE'D
P HAVE LIVED
FOREVER.

BUT SHE
WANTEP wit.pP-
FLOWERS.

Y[

s THAT'S
A RISKY ) B WHAT YOUR
LIFE OUTSIPE... 5 PREAM OF
OR ENPLESS = s THE STARS
QUIET AND f < IS FOR.
ET EHI . ; / s /
> ooRs, sy ' BUT ONE
THING'S SURE

THERE e P NOW. "THE WAY"

MUST BE »
SOMETHING ELSE... e = ISN'T THE{
A PERFECT MIX OF - 20— W ONLY WAY!
IMMORTALITY ANP : =

EXCITEMENT.




TROUELE,
TREtaT 5TOLJ-VECK”ESTS
I'LL SAY! K

I Ny

OOK AT




B SINCE YOU'VE BEEN YU ~~sCHUCKLE? Will :GRUMBLEF? | ANP THE HUNTS
8l WORKING THE FORGE [ we've LET Ml " :GRowL: JWE PO JOIN ARE
IN THE TROLL TUNNELS M SOME HUNTS
HE'S GOTTEN FAT -
ANP LAZY,

-
WITH SO MUCH ¢
FOOP STOREPD IN Al
WRAPSTUFF~-

RIGHT; LITTLE I'VE BEEN
SISTER! IT'S BETTER KEEPING AN EYE ON
FOR THE WOLVES-- THE TREEHORN HERPD.
ANP US--TO KEEP THEY HEAPEP TOWARP
IN PRACTICE/! SUN-GOES-POWN

TONIGHT WE
TWO PAYS AGO. BANGE FAR

ANP RIPE HARP

ANP THE OMLY
MEAT WE CARRY
HOME WILL BE IN

OUR BELLIES!S

¥, s VN

SUPREME ARCHER A
STRONGBOW'S OFEN
SENPING REACHES ALL
ANP SPEAKS FOR ALL




THAT 15.. &f _WHY PO I GET - 3 WE'LL BRING BACK ¥
| NEARLY THE FEELING I'M N | x> COUNTLESS LOVELY
d . \  NOT INVITEP ' CUTS ANP BRUISES
THIS TIME? FOR YOU TO CURE,

BELOVEPR.

Iy
ANP YOU'LL
HAVE GREAT FUN
GETTING THEM,
WON'T you?

MOONSHAPE...
My EYRN..I WISH
THINGS WERE AS
BEFORE...

—

BUT T AM
NOT AS BEFOFEE,
My WYL. PANGER
ANP BISK NO
LONGER FEEP

MY SPIRIT.

WIsH
THEY NO
LONGER FEFP
YOURS.

MOONSHAPES
THOSE PRESERVER
SILKS SUIT you!




IT'S WITH KORAFAY
GOoOP WELL GROWN, I'LL BE
TO BE COMPLETING MY TRAINING
WITH THE MIGH ONE

BUT T'VE

KINDP BEEN SO LOST IN

OF YOU TO THOUGHT I HAVEN'T
NOTICE YET WELCOMEP

4 SUNSTREAM

HEY!
I HEAR
ONE BIG,
THUNPERING
HUNT'S
ON/

SKYWISE.
FOR NOW, T
CHOOSE TO
STAY IN THE
PALACE.

NOTHING WRONG
WITH THAT. BUT IT
MUST BE HARP ON
STRONGEBOW.

n;'

= ANP BECAUSE
= oggﬁgff ,Lg . HE 15, STARGAZER,
Sl il WOULPN'T IT BE THE
Ldnac WORST BETRAYAL OF
- ALL TO PO WHAT

.ANP BECOME §
IMMORTAL?



L e L.

IMMORTALITY..THE FARTHEST THING
FEOM THE HUNTERS MINPS AS THEY
CLOSE IN ON THE FPREY.

)l 45 ONE, ELVES ANP WOLVES SCENT
THE ONE THAT MUST FALL—-A POE
THAT CAN NO LONGER KEEP PACE
WITH HER HERE

B b 2
| BRIGHT BLAPES FLASH, REAPY TO
SLICE WARM MEAT FROM BONE. BUT
THE KILL ITSELF IS LEFT TO ONE
TRUSTEP MARKSMAN...

o & s SF N BN

...ONE WHOSE SPECIAL 2
GIFT IS TO PEAL A r
CLEAN PEATH-- i

--SURELY,
INSTANTLY,
PAINLESSLY.




REP AS BLOOP-TINGEP LIFS,
PAWN'S FIRST GLOW IS THE -
SOLE WITNESS TO AN ANCIENT, [
TIMELESS CUSTOM. d

Y TITWISHIT ¥
COULP ALWAYS
\ BE LIKE THIS/

SKYWISE, MYy
BEOTHER-FEIENE..
MOONSHAPE,
GENTLE LEATHER

You're
NOT HERE.
ANP SO IT'S
NOT THE
SAME.

BUT I
WOULEN'T PULL
EITHER OF You
BACK FROM THE
PALACE'S SwA¥:

THERE'S NO
TOPPING THE
CHANGES.

" LET PANGER

COME/ LET FOES

INVAPES

LET
4 THUNPER
ANP SKY FIRE
ROARS WE ARE
WOLFRIPERS!

STILL, FILCHER,
YOU RAGGEP OLP
THIEF, YOU...I'M GLAP
EMBER LIVES IN HER
OWN HOLT IN THE
NEW LANDP--

--KEEPING
TO "THE WAY"
JUST AS IT WAS
IN THE PAYS OF
OUR FIRST
CHIEFS--




" --AT LEAST, AS MUCH AS SHE'S ABLE."

THAT'S GRO-MUL
JUNN'S SON, ANP ALL
HIS WARRIORS, CAMPEP
POWN THERE/

SURE LOOKS
LIKE HE'S COZYING
UP TO THOSE HUMAN
LONGRIPERS'
LEAPER/

A BIG, PUSHY, GREEPY HUMAN
CHIEF, KHORBAS!. MY FATHER,
CUTTER, FOUGHT THAT ONE'S
FATHER FOR THE PALACE
OF THE HIGH ONES.

ANP
THAT ONE--
ANGRIF=--
SWORE TO

WIPE US
ouTt FOR
WINNING!.

WHAT'S

NO RISK IS FOQLISH IF IT TAKES OUT
A FEW OF THOSE ARMOREP ROUNP
EARS! OUR SUST WOULP PIE JUST
TO MAKE 'EM SQUIRT THEIR METAL

BREECHES, £H, LIFEMATE?

2

\\yrpo
N4

EVEN SO,
LET'S KEEP 'IM
AROUNP FOR A

BIT. HE CHIPS ouT
A PRETTY GOOP

SPEAR TIP.

A “JUNN,"
CHIEFTESS?

SUST/ POOL’ TAKE
FIRST WATCH! ANP, SUST...
NO FOOLISH RISKS/

THOSE JUNN
WAR MEN
. KNOW--

4 i FAR AS

>

PIKE AND KRIM CAN | THEY DON'T
JOKE ABOUT THEIR KNOW WHAT IT
SON'S LIFE. IS TO YEARN
FOR—~ OH, THEY
PO 70O KNOW/
GET YOUR MINP OFF
MAKING CUBS,
LOVEMATE/!




YOUR

IF-IF WE o -=MMM...
WAIT THEM 77 YOUR SCENT/
OUT, THE WAR 774 YOUR WORPS

VOICE, FIREHAIR...
FLOWS LIKE SWEET

_WATER... ) “VEN may WASH IN ONE
SR GO Away/ SIS —— --THEIR
N - o g MEANING OuUT

{ stay, THEY = THE OTHER!

TEIR/ FOR
FREEFOOT'S
SAKE’

MY HEAP MUST
BE CLEAR/ ER...OF
COURSE/!

"ANP IF SO,
X IT'S CURSEP
T BAP TIMING/"

MENPERSIS IT...
RECOGNITION?

THAT
SOUNF/
WNEITHER ELF
NOR BEAST
MAPE IT/

r DON'T
MOVE! I PON'T
WANT TO HAVE

TO--

L



NO SENPINGS Yl
FROM SUST7 OR [N
POOL YET. WE
CAN GO ABOUT

THE NIGHT'S

SILENT A5 N
il OWLS IN FLIGHT, S
; 2

3PANT, PANT:

TAAAROCOOS
” BUT You
7 ANP YOUR
: TRIBE, OF
! COURSE,
HAVE NOT.

APPEARANCE,
EH, LITTLE
REP BIRP?

¥ 5-STILL ONE..
LEHRIGEN?? 00

—




AS TEIR'S ANIMAL-

SITS FPAINFULLY. BY MEN/

LEAVE IT,
HEALER! MY LAST
HUNT 1S PONE/
I'VE WASTEP
MY LIFE!

APART FROM ALL
OF YOU, THERE'S NO ONE T
CHERISH..NOTHING I VALUE.
TCOUGH?: LEAST OF ALL
THIS PECAYING FORM!/

LOOK AT
YOU, EM-BERR.
THREKSH'T KNOWS
HOW OLP YOu
REALLY ARE/

S

FGROANE
SPEAK POWERS SWEET MOTHER MOON,
CALM THE MASSIVE I'VE MISSEP WOOPS LIKE
HUNTING HOUNEZ, THESE..NOT HACKEP TO
THE AGER HUMAN BITS ANP OVERRUN

TO PIE..HERE
WITH YOU, IF YOU'LL
ALLOW IT.

YOU ARE
VERY SICK, STILL
ONE. WITHIN YOUR

CHEST--

N-NOT MUCH TIME...! I'M HERE...I'M HERE
TO PROMISE YOU..WHEN I'VE PIEP ANP
COME ROUNP AGAIN--

--I WILL
REMEMBER YOUW...PO
BETTER BY YOU, WHO
HAVE SHOWN ME THE
ONLY PURITY I'VE
EVER KNOWN.

WELL, I'VE LIVEP CLOSE TO TEN
EIGHTS...ANP I FEEL EVERY ONE/! WE
HUMANS MUST PIE, EVEN WITH
THINGS LEFT TO LEARN--

--MISTAKES
TO MAKE uP
FOR.

[=]e]
WE START
OVER IN NEW
BOPIES--



SHEH, HEHZ
I LIKE YOU,

WARRIOR. YOU
\ REMINP ME OF
Yy ANMOTHER.

--GET OURSELVES
REBORN, AGAIN ANP

AGAIN, UNTIL WE
GET IT RIGHT.

SO NO MATTER
HOW MANY TIMES WE
KILL YOU, WE CAN NEVER
GET RIP OF YOou
FOR GOOP?/

THAT
STINKS!

FROM THE SNOW COUNTRY, SHE WAS... UNTIL MY EYES

WITH A SWORD ARM LIKE THREKSH'T'S ?iﬁ%’é’g’éﬁ%

OWN PEMON QUEEN: X HANTRp PON
KINP. BUT SHE
WAS THE PRIZE
OF ALL/

STUNNEE THE TWO GO0-
BACKS TOUCH THE SHINING
LOCK OF HAIR...CATCH THE
FAPEP BUT ALL-TOO-
FAMILIAR SCENT...




HUMAN

ROTTEN™ m’;"}
ﬂKRIM’
Vo) pusBOIL/ . N ¢

AS TEIR INHALES ITS ELULSIVE ESSENCE, THE LOCK

_|OF HAlR TRIGGERS PARK, PRIMAL RECOLLECTION.

Z 4./ | Z/ wy =

WHY?
WHAT PIP I PO
WRONG?

b o

ENOUGH, B
KEIM/! LET THE
STILL ONE B--/



NAUGHT ELSE IN THE WORLP
EXISTS-—-OR MATTERS--AS
EMBEE RUSHES TO HIS SIFE.

R “WITH YOU...AS IF

N | T am yourt sHE
S| sEnPS, TENPERLY:
ANER LIKE A CHILE
HE RELAXES IN
HER ARMS.

{ OF COURSE You
WANT REVENGE FOR
YOUR CHIEFTESS
& OF LONG AGO/

’ BUT, FIRST...
KNOW SHE GAVE
_ ME THAT BRAIP
AS A TOKEN OF J
\ RESPECT! A4

ALL THAT I HAVE BEEN...
MASTER HUNTSMAN ANP KILLER...
I OWE TO HER TEACHINGS.

KAHVI THROUGH
ANP THROUGH! SHE §
WOULP NEVER TRAIN I
A HUMAN TO KILL S
HER OWN KINP! _4&

THE JUNN,
HIS TWO CUBS, HIS
WAR MEN, ANP THE
LONGRIPERS-- >~



"--THEY'RE COMING
UpP QUR MOUNTAIN"

o (Y 4

\ ,a{

CHIEFTESS! I CREPT CLOSE... il
OVERHEARP ANGRIF JUNN
WHISPER TO HIS SONS/

DECEIVING THE
LONGRIPERS!

I PO NOT V THIS
“"HE TOLP THEIR UNPERSTANp, LEPGE LEADPS
LEAPER HE'LL HELP BROTHER AWAY FROM
THEM WIPE US-- ANGRIF THE MOUNTAIN-

‘THE MOUNTAIN TOF. HOW POES
PEMONS'--OUT!" POSITIONING THE
CATAPULTS

=-=AIP OUR g
ASSAULT
ON THE

POINT-EAREP
PEMONS'



"“"HE MEANS TO KILL
EVERYONE IN THE TOWN
WHO IS OF NO USE TO HIM!

OUR
FRIENPS.../

“"BUT THE JUNN REALLY
WANTS SLAVES--"
THEY TURN
ON Us/

4l SHIPS MAPE FROM [z
i® THE WOOP OF OUR [EZ27
FOREST/" ¢

“--SLAVES TO BUILP




“OLP ONES...

fll

S " MOTHERS! [l

L |g_t15,wll¥?’"

“"ANP EVEN LITTLE
NES, !

"THE WAR MEN ARE =
KILLING LITTLE CUBS/”|

[l

PLEASE! I'M SORRY I WAS
LET ME RESCUE FOR THE ONCE A
THOSE I CAN HUMAN CUBS. LONGRIPER
ANP BRING BUT CUR f ORPHAN/
THEM HERE/ TRIBE COMES - : |
FIRST!

R b : Lo i R MOTHER
TO HINPER e : ’ YUN RAISEP
ANP ENPANGER i 73 ME AS ONE
us? ~Nos . { e OF YOU--AS A

! i WOLFRIPER Y

SHE TAUGHT ME, “ALL
B THAT LIVES ANP PIES IS
1 KIN." THOSE CHILPREN
\ ARE YOUR KIN, TOO,
CHIEFTESS!

ALl RIGHTY
GO POWN ANP
P\ BRING BACK
) THREE!

ﬁ THREE,

YOU HEAR?
NO MORE/

7 |




WHILE THE SOUNP OF PISTANT;
AGONIZEP SCREAMS CHILLS

HER 7O THE MARROW, EMBER
SUMMONS HEE TEIBE.

SAPNESS...
ANGER..VENGEANCE...
I SMELL IT ALL ON YOU, BUT,
BRAVE TRIBEMATES. CURSE IT, YOU
YOUR LIVES ARE IN HAVE A SAY IN THIS,

MY CARE. TOO! YOU TELL ME...

WHAT'S OUR NEXT
. MOVE?

I'M SICK TO
SAY IT, BUT THIS
HOLT IS LOST..LOST TO
THE JUNN, JUST LIKE OUR
LAST ONE/ ONCE HE'S
TAKEN THE TOWN, HE'LL
SURELY COME
AFTER US/

IF THE HUMANS ARE
GOING TO TAKE OUR
HOME FROM US AGAIN,
LET'S MAKE 'EM

FOR WHAT IT'S
WORTH...YOU CUT
THE ROPES ON
THOSE "FIRE
SLINGS," AS YOou
CALL THEM--
PISABLE

THEM-~

--ANP
THEY'LL HURL
BLAZING PEATH
NO MORE.

THE STILL
ONE'S RIGHT/
I CAN PO
THIS!




HER FEEAL LOVEMATE-~ 4

IMPULSIVELY FOLLOWING 4 %\‘(j /

» --EMBER HALTS
AT THE THICKET'S
EPGE, UNWILLING
TO LEAP THE o
oTHERS INTO 98
MORTAL PANGER.

- 1] n l\

@Y ocvon U
WHAT THE RS R CEWARE g
POKE/ IT'M h & y)y > S g/ VA |
ALL FOR / \ 4

PIKE, KRIM,
H

WITH MES



A HEARTEBEAT
LATER, THEIR
SECONP WAk
MACHINE MAPE
USELESS, THE
STARTLEP
PIUNSMEN
GALVANIZE.

MONSTER!
YOU'RE MINEY! . v

UNNOTICEP

ANEP LUNINVITER
ANOTHER JOINS | _
THE FIRAY...




I HATE YOUR GUTS, WHAT YOou --SOUNPS T HAVE
ROUND EARS, BUT = SAIP ABOUT JUST LIKE PONE MUCH
T LIKE THE WAY 4 KAHVI RINGS AGAINST YOUR

YOou KiLL/ KINP: WARRIOR,
BUT I HAVE 2

AFTER, IF I STILL
LIVE, T'LL MAKE A
QUICK, CLEAN ENP,

) THEN
WE'LL BOTH
GET WHAT
i L dUST WE WANT/
. ONE CRACK

//i@f/”_”. AT HIM/



A

Qv

SNR

30§

gsd

RY”
~




"l;lll" IIIII. [ |

FARE weLe, i

YOUNG CHIEFTESS/
ANGRIF JUNN IS
= MINE?

S —

A SMALL
HEART--LET'S b
8\ SHRINK IT .
B\ SmaLLER/,




THAT
ONE/

THE GOLPEN-
HAIREDP HEALER/
B8RING HIM TO
ME--ALIVES

. O ) AR,
W . = N
-\ )*—e"f{“ -:' /-/ ;;\ | ——-AGEP HUNTER /)
\ ;  —_— : pax / \ ’N ANP ELFIN WARRIOR ,%//
w% — : {T\ \ S | SiasH THER way \
= : \ TOWARP THE DJUN.
NG

»




a ANE IN THE TREES...

KRIMNY
I-I CAN'T LET

YOou MAY BE
ALL THAT'S
LEFT OF OUR
FAMILY/




J

AS LEHRIGEN
MAKES HIMSELF
A PISTRACTING
TARGET..

TEN THOUSAND
SHVER SHEKS TO
07 THE ONE WHO
BRINGS ME THE

= EALER.S




5

—

b7 -




Sk

B0 QUICKLY
HAS IT HAPPENEE..
SO VERY GQUICKLYY
NOW, IN THE FAPING
MOMENTS LEFT..

s
vy

GOOP
WORK, BRIGHT
BLADE! 4

)



AS PIKE, TEIE, ANP
EMEER MAKE THEIE

TEARFUL ESCAPE...




LET M{Y;'
LAST SIGHT
IN THIS MYSTERY OF
WORLP YOUR UNTAMEP
- EYES/

MAWKISH, FIVE-
FINGEREP FOOL/
COUGH:

- "“hb \ 3 )AL,
V& 7/1c PEVASTATING
Ul 5.0W OF A

B | [S/BEMATE'S 8




o pyn
——ANP TWO WHO HAVE LONG TOTTEREP i é
— ON THE BRINK SUPPENLY BECOME ONES /. . g
.
A D € )

: I my SOUL... - N \
/ N

/ N youU-yoU'VE
B\ FOUND [T/

A

NO

NOT LIKE
THIS? NOT |8

RECOGNITION...THE INESCAFPABLE ELFIN URGE
TO CREATE NEW LIFE. IT KNOWS NAL ¥

N 7IME OF FLACE, RIGHT OR WEONG.



SPIRIT 1S
WITH HIS NOW,
FIGHTING
OVER WHO HAP
THE MORE
GLORIOUS
NP

WHILE MOST OF HIS FATHER'S MEN
SUBPUE THE BETRAYEP LONGEIPERS,
ANGRIF'S SON LOPOK ANP HIS b
PERSONAL GUARP CLOSE IN ON...

THE HEALER
PEMON?

Wl wirr xem ANP .f. EHEIGE N'S TRIUMPH.

FATHER'S
PROMISEP
REWARP IS
MINES

il PREPARING ONCE AGAIN TO ABANPON A CHEEISHEP

HOLT, THE ELVES GRIEVE--ANP YET ARE AT PEACE

=meY,

MOTHER'S
SWORR..STAINEP
WITH JUNN'S
B.LOOF“If

NEVER KNEW
SKOT, YOUrR

MAYBE. BUT
SHE TOLP ME THERE
WAS MORE/




-—-A4 FATAL
HESITATION
FOR LOPOKY

SCAREFP OUWT OF ™=
HIS WITS, ONE MAN 5
PESERTS ANP RUNS




4.4

' - W - :
_ **&% &S
S peven sorery S

BN By GREEL LOPOK'S g
N LAST MAN SUMMONS [
N IS COURAGE.

s

- S

2/

.4!, MOMENTS
s .irce. 4
Ty o

\ g Z R\
- . \ 48 : :
Yl N AT A Vi ¥
77 ; 3 : ._
v A
2 ~ 'f -’ o - N
ya/ 3 il OPOK..HIS M N i
/// Y B\ PERSONAL | - M
" ALONE, ANP H |
i STUNNVEP By "SRR ) e
: RECOGNITION, AN
L@ =riBEe it \ 7 \
S CONFEONTS p % 14 Wi/
YET MORE = iyl 2
P JUNSMEN. B Y AT ; e
; Dy A g
/ g bl ;- ; ’l Y
. - AW IR
; = il A B NZ
: [ iy~ y 5 L 3 \ >R
i { | % %

W

HAVE RAINEP

PEATH FROM -




TO FINP MY
TRIBE HE WILL
NEVER LEARN

THEY CAN'T §
TAKE
L

HOLP IT/
YOU'RE
UNFIT FOR A
RESCUE/ —
SHE PIP IT FOR

YOU, SO YOU COULP THROW
ESCAPE! __A




S | | ’
W sarrecer 5y - NNGE
N ~ee seLover's / y A S0.,.MY ELPEST,
Y CONSTANT ~ ' = LOPOK--
7 SENPINGS, 4 g —— 'y 1
EMBER STEELS []
HERSELF AS...

¥

=
HJ}; “.’ =
U\

————————— |

HOLPING
N

ONE REMAINING
HEIR--WHQ, NO POUBT,
WISHES ME “NNHE= A FUL
ANP SWIFT RECOVERY--
IS AS GE[ESF STRICKEN
L.

UNPERSTAND ALL
I SAY, YES, PEMONESS?
THEN KNOW THIS. A
BANP OF HANPPICKEP
TRACKERS--

--LEP BY MY SON v ALL SAVE THE ONE THAT
RATHOL, HERE, WILL. DPESTROY HEALS, FOR HE SHALL
PURSUE YOUR POINT- 3 RESTORE ME!

EAREP TRIBE-- WA T |

MENPER
KILLEP YOUR
CUB WITH A

HE'LL
il PO THE SAME
8. FOR You/

NOT WITH A
BLAPE POISEP TO
LOP OFF YOUR
HEAP!




SHE NEEPS S
ALL HER STRENGTH UNBEARABLE
ANP PEEP . \ TO £ESCAPE’ BUT SEPARATION!

IN THE NIGHT- - SHE AND I BOTH A THEY'LL Kit.t HER--
SHEOUPED : SUFFER-- Kitt YS/

/"'_\.

NOZ YOU'RE
STRONGER THAN
THAT! PO AS EMBER

TELLS YOU!/

THE PAIN ANP CONFUSION OF
UNANSWEREP RECOGNITION... TEIR...
I-T REMEMBER/ FEEL IT/ KNOW
) s 172 T NOT
WE'VE LOST 7/ v) i AFRAIP?

KRIM... 25087

- : ' : THIS
NOT EMBER, W~ JUNN MEANS

TO HOLP ME...
7O LURE
MENPER/

WE CAN
STANP THIS,
BELOVEE..For
THE TRIBES

SUPPENLY..
ONLY KHOREAS!'S FAMILIAR SCENT,
Bl A5 HE RETURNS TO HIS ELFIN FAMILY, FROTECTS
HIS NEWLY RESCUEP CHARGES...

SCOUTERY
IT'S ALL RIGHT/
EMBER GAVE ME
PERMISSION/

THEIR HOMES
ARE BURNELD...
PARENTS KILLEDP
OR TAKEN! &

JUST...
SUHLPZ JUST LIKE
MY AUNTIE sSArP
THEY'P LOOK/




YES, THEY'RE HUMANS.. LIKE ME..,
LIKE THOSE WHO TOCK KRIM'S
LIFE. BUT ONE IS PYING/

WE MUST HELP!

AFRAIFP OF THEIR SAVIOR,
WHOM THEY KNOW ONLY AS
THE "MOLNTAIN MAPMANT...

.

ANP YET, BENEATH THE —
APPEARANCE OF STRANGENESS

-—A KINPNESS

; uNsxPscrs

THE LONGRIPERS
HAVE AN ANCIENT STORY
OF A SANCTUARY HIPPEN
FAR AWAY, AMONG THE
HIGHEST PEAKS.




‘ WE CAN GO \ Sy
THERE ANP LIVE IN PEACE, \ A PREAM 4 EMBER ,
FAR FROM THIS JUNN ANP SPINS...A SENPS..THEY'RE
HIS GREEPY WAR MEN. HEALING COMING AFTER
BEGING.

SHE'S WISE
TO GIVE YOU
\ SOMETHING
TO PO.
COUNT
ON ME TO HELP
YOoUu PO IT.

WE'P BEST
HURRY. THERE'S
NOT MUCH CHOICE

OTHER THAN

TO TRUST MY

HUMAN SON'S
LEGENP.

&

"IN JPANN
Prﬁ

ANGUISHELR TEIR GIVES THE ORPER--MOUNT ANP RIPE. HIS UNBROKEN BONP + ) | ‘ll

WITH EMBER...THE UNION OF HER THOUGHTS ANP HIS...IS ALL THAT FPROPELS [ "}‘ :' 1

HIM ONWARP AS A QUEST BEGINSG FOR A NEW ANFP SAFER HAVEN. : o
V2 g %

CALL ON CLAWS, PUT THEM
THE FOREST'S FANGSES HORNSE/ ALL BETWEEN oUR
FPROTECTION, VENOMS TRIBE FOLK ANFP
WOLF FATHERY, i . . THE WAae MEN/




BOUNP ANFP BORNE IN THE OFFOSITE FPIRECTION,
POWN TO ANGRIF PJUN'S ENCAMPMENT AT THE
LONGEIPERS' BUENING TOWN GATES—-

~~THE YOUNG CHIEFTESS, PAUGHTER OF =
&

7 ...CEIEVES THE LOSS
Wl OF YET ANOTHER HOLT..

AL (i)

/

\(_;r"' = :

R

. ANP HEARS, HELFLESS 7O = ¢
s RESPONE, RECOGMITION'S
=—1| RELENTLESS CALL. =




oI SWEAR T'LL \
LIVE TO HOLP YOU o =
CLOSE AGAIN" > ) --GREAT TROUBLE...
b Y/ GREAT LOSS! BUT EMBER MAPE N\
I ME PROAMISE. "NO MAGIC RESCUES...
NOT UNLESS I'M A PYING EMBER/"
SHE LAUGHEP. BUT SHE -
MEANT IT.

"THROUGH HARPSHIP ANP STRUGGLE,
SHE'S PETERMINEP TO PRESERVE THE
waAY. ANP HER WOLFRIPERS AGREE.

A
"UNTIL SHE CALLS,

ALL WE CAN PO IS HONOR
EMBER'S PECISION."




WHAT IF HE
SHOULP MEET
WITH HER

OVERWHELMING
PEESENCE-—-

/4 AL
N ILLUSORY ROCK WALL RIFFLES
LIKE WATER ANP FPARTS TO REVEAL

THE CRYSTAL INTEEIOR OF THE
PALACE OF THE HIGH ONES.

[T MAKES THE
EESPECTFLLLY
UNARMEP
STRONGEOW
UNCOMFORTABLE.

ESPECIALLY THE
CHANCE OF AN
ENCOUNTER WITH
THE HIGH ONE,
TIMMAIN.




WEVE

" YOUI'RE HIPING NEVER BEEN
IN THE PALACE MORE SEPARATEP 5©
AN MORE, MUCH,

T WAS IN
THE CHAMBER
OF THE SCROLL

LEARNINGS

MANY
THINGS...

TIMMAIN
IS TUENING
7/ Irs so
BEAUTIFULY L

)»Q' f

THERE WAS
BE CLOSER TO OUR
PAUGHTER CRESCENT'S NO KINPNESS

. N THAT
SPIRIT” ANP: { ] i

MEANWHILE, %
NEGLECTING
Your LIVING,

BREATHING \ i \
FAUGHTER! 4 THINKS SUCH THINGS

_ HERE--EVER/

|

—

~ FORGIVE

ME/ I WAS
ANGEY. T AMISS
you so’

"ANP You
KNOW THAT
I MISS Yous'”

..COMES HER
GCENTLE,

HEARTFELT
RESPONSE.




87
=

T RN T

HIPPEN IN THE OUTSIZER BOLES OF THE FATHER 7 3

TREE, PENS SOFTLY LINEP WITH ANIMAL FLIRS AN WELL, HE |
FRAGRANT, PRIEP LEAVES BECKON THEIR WOLF- CONVINCED )
RIPING OWINERS TO THEIR PAYSLEER e E 1

= FOR TOPAY.
: IF SHE'S WEARING
HEE OLP LEATHERS
TONIGHT, WE'LL KNOW B
, WE HAVE HER BACK
FOR A WHILE. A

>

SCHUWCKLE?

WHILE FATHER
GROWLS ANP
GROWLS/

@ MOTHER PO
WHAT SHE
WANTS?



AT LEAST
THEY KNOW THEIR
CHILPREN ARE HAPPY
ANP SAFE.

' HASN'T LEFT
MY THOUGHTS
FOR A MOMENT,

LIFEMATE!

“--T WONPER HOW
LONG SHE'LL CHOOSE
TO FACE IT ALONE."

ARAGH/

K~ ENOUGH OF
) YOUR PAWING,
_YOU CLUMSY

LEETAH...

: CUTTER..IT'S SO

i simpPLE? THE PALACE
WILL FLY US TO HER
IN AN INSTANT.

” DIP I BRING _
YOU, ALONG WITH P

WHATEVER
HER TROUBLE--

L e

MY OTHER COMFORTS, 70 8£& FURTHER

TO THIS THREKSH'T-
FORSAKEN TWIG

=7
-'\‘

BUTCHERED?! 4

JA \ N

f

Y

AL



COME, G-GREAT 7| ™ o
SURGEONS! HAS DJUN, MIGHTIEST AR/ - YOUR WOUNP 'Y
IT DONE ANY OF RULERS UNPER . IS A MATTER
/ SUN, MOONS, ANP W\ OF THE UTMOST

b "\ Pccicacy.

COMPLETE
RESTORATION
REQUIRES CAREFUL
ANP REPEATEP
APPLICATION--

-=-NEXT TO

--0OF CERTAIN
THE GOLPEN-

POTIONS...SPELLS--
; HAIREP HEALER'S
—-ALL i : POWERS/

OF WHICH PALE \
LIKE YOUR WIZENED Mg &
FL ] j

/%&’;w,f_

ESH--

ANP WHAT, ] i
PRAY, AILS YOU, ey = You
PEMONESS? - AR SUFFER..WHY?
. . YOU'RE NOT
WOUNPEP.

'ﬂ.'lﬂ- .

- — 08

How
couLr you
UNPERSTANE
UNSATISFIEP
RECOGNITION,
YOU FLAP-JAWEP

BAPGER/




YOU USE LOTS
OF WORPS TO

HIPE YOUR REAL

MEANING.

L0 anvyTHING IN My
STOMACH, IT'P
BE ALL OVER

YOU HAVEN'T
EVEN BEGUN TO
| APPEECIATE ALL THE
| INTERESTING TOYS HERE,
WITH WHICH T PLAN
TO ENTEETAIN
YOu.

v
THOSE SHARP

THINGS HANGING

, OVER THERE...

IF YOU HURT
ME WITH THEM,
I'LL JUST "GO

--LEAVE
My BOPY.
I WON'T
FEEL IT,

WHAT AILS YOU,
REP-THATCH?

SICK WITH
FEAR, MAYHAP? OR IS
IT SOME ARCANE MALAPY
KNOWN ONLY TO YOUR
PUTRIP PACK, EH? PERHAPS
BROUGHT ON BY
SEPARATION?

= YES..THAT'S

IT! YOUR PEMON'S

STRENGTH COMES =
FROM THOSE UNNATLIRAL

b EVEN LESS NATURAL &
RIPERS!

LI




“WITHOHT % IF .ONJ-Y
THEM YOLIJEE N'IY IT WERE SAFE W
ELPLESS!" MACH TO STOP ANP %
i rry HUETS‘ I'MSso Y it 1 1
HUNGRY! (™ et g
\, _ — A - '
— &_ " '_:'..‘ "I. } 4 &) ’ Fr \ oy
S ) o B\
‘“ 4 o
1] H

IN HIS LONG ANP
LONELY LIFE AS A
WANPEREE, TEIR :
PEVELOPEP A { A
POWER LINKNOWN MAGIC...IT IS THE WORE THE ELVES LUSE
TO THE WOLFRIPEES... e 7O PESCRIBE ANY POWER SUMMONEP
i FROM THE MINE ANP WILL TO MAKE
...THE MAGICAL THINGS HAPPEN.
ABILITY TO BLENP S , MAGIC...NOT T© COMMANE NOT™ 7O
HIS WILL WITH THAT Y NS ? ENSLAVE, BUT TO CALL FORTH AP
OF ANY BEAST; { : ¢ FOR THE GOOP OF THE GROUE
FURREP OR ) 3
FEATHERER SIX
LEGGEP OR

SCALER
WHO 1S

{ FEELING GENEROUSP
WHO WILL FEEP A HUNGRY
HUMAN CHILP?

STRAIGHT
WILLING THROUGH
TO FEEDP 7 ITS HEAP!




--WHO COULP EAT !
THAT RAW? WE HAVE ‘
\ . TO COOK IT!

HAVEN'T
HAP ENOHG;{
OF FIRE AN
SMOKE, THOUGH THE LARGE, GRIM, GEAY EYES

EHP . ARE NOT HUMAN, THE WARNING THEY
: PR W OLP IS CLEAR ENOUGH.,

- -\ wf “
'

PURSUERS
4 RIGHT COOFPERATE, O
\ BE LEFT BEHING/




" YOU ARE
SMALL ANP PARK
OF SKIN LIKE THE

ONE MY FATHER

IF T UNPERSTAND V-/
YOU RIGHT, PIPN'T

KRIAM WHITTLE ALL
CHANCE OF THAT
AWAY?

FACEP WENCH’
YOUR HEALER FRIENP
WILL MAKE OF ME
ALL THAT I WAS--
ANP MORE/

HE
REFUSES, I HAVE
A THOUSANP WAYS
TO PERSUAPE HIM/
NOT THEOUGH

HIS--

—-BUT
THEO%G H Y’O URrR

--THAT =
WERE SORCEROUS
YOU TALL, ' SLATTERN VENOVEL,
LIKE THAT I MIGHT WREST SOME
OTHER , AMUSEMENT FROM THAT J
ONE.. 4l OPDLY FETCHING (s

FORM,




A BEAST OF PREY
PRIVEN BY SHEER
INSTINCT!

SAVAGE FOREST
SPIRIT ABLE TO SLAY
WITH EASE...IS IT
POSSIBLE YOU KNOwW
NOTHING--

--OF
CRUELTY
AS AN ART
FORMZ?

BY THREKSH'T,
IT'S TRUEZ YOU HAVE
NO IPEA WHAT WE
HUMANS ARE REALLY

CAPABLE OF/ {

CHANGES MY
USUAL THINKING.
TO BREAK YOU,
T SEE THAT
FIRST-- _
)
INPEEL NOT FULLY COMPREHENPING, EMBER LOOKS PAST THE
BIG HUMAN'S PIERCING STARE INTO AN UNSEEABLE PISTANCE.
S AN WOLF PROPPINGS, \
Y torp raTHOL/ \g
N SOME HOURS OLD!

THE PEMONS ARE /g
D CLIMBING. Lo

\L_/ ‘.
&

-

=

BUT WHERE? TO A
PESTINATION THEY ALREAPY
KNOW? OR PO THEY BLINPLY

D FLEE BEFORE US? _




EITHER
WAY, OVER THIS
MOUNTAIN'S CREST
LIE RUGGEP PEAKS
AND VALLEYS CUT
BY PEADLY WHITE
WATER--

--ALL

BUT PO
OUR MOUNTS
HAVE STRENGTH
ENOUGH TO MATCH
THE UNWORLPLY
SPEEP OF SPIRIT
WOLVES?

OUR HORSES
UNEXPLOREP, WILL NOT SERVE
YOUNG US WELL FOR LONG

A\ POMINANCE, IN SUCH TERRAIN. WE
: MUST GAIN ON THE g
QUARRY NOW/

REZ A
CLUE THAT MAY

A
AID US!  FOOTPRINT..

SMALL, LIKE A
PEMON'S.

YET, SEE
°] HERE? FIVE
TOES, NOT
FOUR/

-
o T
T AT
agers
! BUT WHY
PERHAPS? WOULP THE

PEMONS...?



OF COURSE/
IT'S WELL KNOWN
THOSE VERMIN ARE
CRAPLE ROBBERS

ANP HOSTAGE
TAKERS!

IF THEY PO ¢
PRAG A BRAT

ON FOOT, YOUNG
DOMINANCE--_#¥g
W N Qf.f."f”f :

"--WE CAN THANK IT FOR .
SLOWING THEM POWN/" DAY sl o THOSE HUMAN CUBS

1 PRETTY - N T WISH EMBER ARE COSTING US OUR
STUPID, PABOY...) —3 HAPN'T AGREEP TO LEAP AGAINST THE
LOSING YOUR . : LETRJgSr&ﬁqfs.' y uLp, /
SHOE! _ . _
; 0 s ow. a l - ‘\
{ A 4 ;i & ' ’ \ .
L \

f I/ / F

YOU PON'T ‘Fs =" HERE. BIND

MEAN THAT, |N THE LAP'S FOOT.

TER. THEY R g QUIET THE ,
HAVE NO V. — HUMAN CUBS

wWooPR

\ ! i
(=)'} 7S WHINES.

= :?‘ ) A = P TEIR HAS NO
N MORE PATIENCE
FOR THEM!/

I'LL EXPLAIN
Wl THAT TO THEM,
DEWSHINE. [




LISTEN, T =i
KNOW YOU'VE LOST \ ¥
MUCH...SEEN YOUR
PP\ LOVING KINFOLK ANP
COMFORTABLE HOMES
PESTROYEP.

'SUST ANP

POOL '
LIKE YOU. SUST'S MOTHER KRIM PIEP N

1 "LAST NIGHT, AS PIP YOURS, MOLLL.

ﬂ/ ¥
i, [ f‘;f

i

A\

AL
A\

Il\

& |  ARE HEAVY.

--THE
ELVES LOST
KIN ANP HOME,

PIKE IS SUST'S FATHER. |

EVEN THOUGH —
THEY LOOK FIERCE \~=
ANP RIPE WOLVES,

YOU MUST SEE

THEM NOT AS

PEMONS, BUT AS
PEOPLE.

THEY
HAVE NAMES.
You SHOULP

LEARN

THEY ARE BOTH STRONG,

CHEERFUL WARRIORS.

7

YBUT NOW,
THEIR HEARTS

‘\ \ / l,/'.-'
A\ I”f,'l

]\{"unu:::’;

?'?\',' ) : ’i\‘\il\\\&

/A
/

¥ =

\ \ l‘\‘\
: \\\\

"PEWSHINE, SCOUTER, ANP TYLEET ARE POOL'S PARENTS.
TO GUARP HIS FAMILY, SCOUTER'S EYES SEE FARTHER THAN FAR.

\“@’W 3

JA

"...ANP T7EIR, FROM THE PLAINS. HE IS OUR
CAPTUREP CHIEF EMBER'S LOVEMATE.

e N A

EARS
HER THOUGHTS

LIKE THEY ARE

HIS OWN. THAT'S
WHY HE LEAPS

Us Now,




STOF'
COMPLAINING. WORK
HA&PEE HANE ER TO
KEEP P W us. ALL
ES P PENP
OOOOO

i — !
=
o A N
¥ e P
A I % II ‘..
L \

____/_

i ZHEEL :

BECAUSE OF Y

THE HMM N C MF 5
A/ Wi

THANK YOU FOR
LEARNING M
NAME/




|/

K

=P

PAW PRINTS,

¢
A 70 NO ANIMAL'S

] MINP IS THAT AN S8
ALIEN CONCEPT.

’w 7’.,

you sAY? 8y NOEERZ/,

THE POooOM

ANFP 50, THE LONGRIPER YOUNGSTERS, WHO -
4 TOOK TO THE SAPPLE ALMOST BEFORE THEY
| WEEE WEANEL GAIN GEACEFUL NEW MOUNTS-~ Zyg

L1 e

-—WHILE, FOR
THE WEARY
WOLVES, LIFE
GOES ON.

NO TIME TO PUZZLE...FOR RATHOL, LAST SON OF ANGEIF
DIUN, KNOWS FAILURE MEANS BECOMING THE HUNTEP--

| ANP BY HIS OWN SIRE,

WHO IS INFINITELY MORE ¢ =
.- OH, HOW THIS =
RUTHLESS THAN HE. . (e T ol &
= 7 REGRETS THAT =
i 15 A Lane Ml
"VISITEP” BY /il
PEMONIC 7 4

C‘EEAFHEE&

/)



ANEP HOW MUCH
MORE WOULP
HE QUAKE IN HIS
Boors 1o KNow
THAT ON THE
OTHER SIPE OF
THE WORLE..

WINPKIN!
YOu SPEP OUT
OF THE TROLL
TUNNELS SO
SUPDENLYf

WON'T

YOU TELL

5

PO SPIRITS
EVER...ANSWER
QUESTIONS?

q 1/ NOT EVEN
\ A GREETING
FOR SAVAH?

THAT'S
HOW HE 1S
THESE PAYS,
SHENSHEN!

ﬂ%fl‘lﬁ

,J' SOFTLY, SHE
e

-—KNOWING THAT
NOT EVEN FOR
SUNSTREAM,
THE FPALACE
SHIP'S YOUNG
PILOT, PO ALL
ANSWERS COME
SWIFTLY.

WHY AM
I SUPDENLY MORE
UNEASY ABOUT EMBER'S
) WOLFRIPERS--

(

I, | e

Y\ \\\ Y 4




,‘

“__THAN ABOUT MY_ & 2
OWN TWIN SISTER?"”

TO TURN BACK ANP
TRY TO FREE YOU,

THE

HIGHER WE EMBER, WOULP BE e
GO INTO THIS A FOOL'S TASK-- Y '.
"WOWHERE, " ! N / (@]
e

EVEN TO
OUR SENPINGS
THERE'S A RANGE,
K'CHAIYA. _ =

THE GREEATER
THE FPAIN OF

BEING AFART
FEOM

--BUT T
CAN'T BEAR
7O THINK




1l

g “__IN THAT
CRAFTY, VICIOUS
HUMAN'S HANPS/"

A







& —
ANUAA AN N N\ \NSNNS S o

- _J
 ( N —— __ a >



I'VE COME TO

YOU BECAUSE, THOUGH

T GREW UP WITH THEM IN

| sorrow's ent THE

\ SUN FOLK HAVE CHANGEP
\" SO MUCH, T BARELY

"~ KNOW THEM.

N THE PALACE OF THE |
HIGH ONES, WINPKIN

FLIES WITH MOONSHAPE
TOWARP THE CHAMBER OF
THE SCROLL OF COLORS. [

IT'S THE
PALACE. STAY
WITHIN ITS WALLS
LONG ENOUGH
ANP YOU CAN'T
HELP BUT BE
CHANGEP.

MY SON
PART SAYS THE
SAME EVEN OF THE
HALF WOLFRIPER
SERRIN. THOUGH
THEY RECOGNIZEP
\ LONG AGO, NOW
A\THEY ARE ALMOST
STRANGERS.




GLIPING INTO THE SCROLL -
CHAMBER, THE TWO FAY HONOR
72 TIMMAIN, LAST OF THE
ANCIENT FIRSTCOMERS T©
THE WORLP OF TWO MOONS.

‘ AT HER SILVERY
BAZE ANP ABSOLUTE
STILLNESS, WINPKIN'S
! EBREATH CATCHES
IN HIS THECAT,

DON'T BE
AFRAIP. WHO

BETTER TO ASK
THAN THE AIGH
ONE?

I-I WANT
TO KNOW...PO
ALL ELVES, AFTER
PEATH, BECOME
PART OF THE /
PALACE? 4=

JOURNEY OF
MORTAL ELF
SPIRITS IS
LIMITLESS. BUT
ONES, I KILLED

. IF KILLE
72—\ BY CHANCE OR
Ty, vioLence—-

1

-=UNITE WITH
THE PALACE, IN
THIS TIME ANP

PLACE, TO

INCREASE ITS

THEY'RE BOUNP
TO THIS WORLP,
THEN?

THE PALACE'S
AURA IS ROUNP
LIKE A BALL. IT

REACHES WAY
PAST EVEN THE
TWO MOONS.

SHE'P LIKE
j THAT. ALWAYS

SEEKING THE
NEXT APVENTURE.

? SHE WOULP
n CHALLENGE THE
SUN ITSELF WITH
TYLPAK.

/ ELF SPIRITS MAY
TRAVEL AS FAR INTO

THE STARS AS THE
N\ BALL EXTENPS.




KAHVI? AFTER \
MY SIRE'S PEATH,
WE PARTEPD.

THEY TELL
ME HER SPIRIT'S
NEVER SPOKEN
TO ANYONE.

NOR HAS
TYLPAK'S. SO
I WONPER...IS

THE GO-BACK NOT ALL
CHIEFTESS SPIRITS SPEAK.

STILL ALIVE? g o= h ‘ﬂ AT % SOME YOU MUST =
] i . , \ FEEL. \,i

YES/ TRY SENPING

YOUR FEELINGS OUT
TO KAHVI ANP
TYLPAK.

HMMM...
THAT'S GOING
TO TAKE WORK.
I'M NOT USEP
TO...

ON ONE SIPE OF THE
WORLE A SOFTLY GLOWING
CHAMBER OF CURIOSITY
ANP LEARNING...

TOWN, A HASTILY APPOINTEFP ROOCM--TEMPORARY BASE TC THE INJHUREFP ANGRIF

O\
ANP ON THE OTHEE, AMIP THE SMOKING RUINS OF THE LONGEIPERS’' EANSACKEFP \\\
LJUN ANP THE NONHUMAN CAFPTIVE HE RELENTLESSLY HOUNES. Q\ :

IT FIRES METAL
NUGGETS THAT SHATTER
UPON IMPACT, POING AS
MUCH PAMAGE AS

POSSIBLE! _.‘
I'P LIKE TO HAVE

ENPEP PEAR PAPA'S REIGN
WITH THIS, BUT HAP TO RESORT
TO MORE...CONVENTIONAL

P MEANS,

THERE'S !
ONLY ONE, YOU SEE,
MAPE BY MY FATHER'S
MASTER SMITH. I

=0

;
'
1
4
Y)
L)

’




" THE CREATUEE
PISAPPEARED, ALONG
WITH HIS SECRET OF HOW
TO MAKE MORE. ANP
THEN THE THING WAS
STOLEN--

“"—-BY A PRETENPER...
ONE OF GROHMUL
LJUN'S THOUSANP

| BASTARP SPAWN
WHOM I'VE, SINCE,
SYSTEMATICALLY
ELIMINATEPR.

YARPAN PJARUM IS HIS NAME...
¥  NUISANCE ANP FANATIC, IMMERSEP
__| IN HIS OWN PELUSIONS. NOT CONTENT
MERELY TO BE ONE OF FATHER'S

TO BE A MAN OF THE FUTURE--
GROHMUL PJUN'S PESCENPANT
FROM CENTURIES HENCE.

1 "PO YOU FOLLOW? TO PROVE HIS
IMAGINEP POWER ANP LEGITIMACY,
HE RISKEP ALL BY STEALING
THIS VISIONARY WEAPON.




il

"I HAP IT WRESTEP
BACK FROM HiM."

"THAT WAS

AGO."

SOME TIME |/

ANP SINCE THEN,
PJARUM HAS BECOME
INTIMATELY ACQUAINTEP
WITH MY "TOYS."

I'VE HAD
HIM BROUGHT
\ HERE TO MEET

YOU SEE?
MNEVEE HAVE T

LIEP! NEVER THE @A

BEAST-EYED
PEMONS ARE 4

HIPEOUS,
VICIous?




IS IT
MUCH FARTHER,
B KHORBAS!I?

HOW CAN h,
I KNOW, LAP? ¢
i A MUSTY OLP
W\ TALE OF A HIGH
MOUNTAIN
RETREAT--

THEY'RE
WITHIN RANGE
OF CUR WRIST e =
BOLTS! _- 2 | % SEE/RIPING
v =2 ~ s UP FRONT/ THE
YELLOW-HAIREP
HEALER MY FATHER
= PEMANDS!

TAKE HIM ——  START
Ane stAy RS wiTH THEIR
THE REST? Mocwrs.f

T " S

THERE'S NO TREE /)
COVER AND PRECIOUS J<7%
FEW SHRUBS/
fl -

THEN THE
ROCKS MUST
SHIELP US,
_ SCOUTER! /.

e




PAY
1S THAT
ATTENTION, (
PEMONESS! | | SHE-THING

-..BUT
MAN SIZEDP
ARE THE PEADPLY,
OCEAN-PWELLING

ONLY Z,
SCION OF
DJUNS, HAVE
BATTLED AND
LIVEP TO 48
EXPOSE!

— ONG, BARBEP
FINS THEIR LEAPER
HAS, STANPING UP RIGIP
LIKE SAW-TOOTHEDP
KNIVESS

THE REST--EVEN
THE FEMALES--SPINES,
NO POUBT VENOM ENGORGER..
{ NEEPLE-LIKE TEETH... WEBBEP
TALONS THAT RIP
__ ANP RENR..

"FLASHING SCALES
y THAT CATCH THE LIGHT;
BLINPING THE EYE...

"..THE EYE..THE FISH
PEMONS' £YES, BURNING
WITH COLP FIRE!"

AHH? THE o
LOCK IN YOUR EYES }
TELLS ALL!

\ \ > IT SEEMS -
THE ENTIRE WORLD IS :
INFESTER WITH POISONOUS et
NESTS OF YOU! BEGINNING
WITH YOUR TRIBE,
TH




_

"==T SHALL MAKE IT MY LIFE'S WORK
TO FINP THEM ANP CRUSH THEM,
ONE BY ONE, OUT OF EXISTENCE/"




THREKSH'T
CURSE IT/ THE WHOLE
PACK OF THEM~-~-LYING

IN WAIT BEYONP
THE BENP/

KHORBASI BEACES
HIMSELF AGAINST
A BOULPER AS...

THOUSANE
SILVER SHEKS...
ANP MY FATHER'S
RESPECT, AT
Y LONG LAST/ T
_ MUST HAVE N

THEIR LEAPER

SOUNPS EECKLESS... Jid

PESPERATE--

= 'L NOT GO E

FURTHER/!

STRANGE
MARK

Gor cLimes &

PESCENP ON
THE PEMONS
FROM ABOVE!







FIRST SUST l '
BLOOPIER..NOW THEN WE'LL GO
/I HATE WHERE WE WON'T "ﬂ ‘ :

sJou GREAT
B /A’ DON'T ANGE IT== CLUNHHH /
THIS TRIBE'S HATE KILLING ualdaiiss
CuUBS! HUMANS! am— -
THE CONFUSER HESITANT 4
DIUNSMEN LNWITTINGLY
» ) GRANT THE ELVES TIME
= FOR POOL'S HEALING -~

~ ,——"% -“ ) .1
W e
] N . /

N\ —-rFoe FarEWELLS,
N ANP ABLNEANT
THANKS T© THE PEER,




e\

ALL OF WHICH, PESPITE PEOFOLNEP

¥ WHAT N
$l POINT-EAREP
\, WENCH?

I WONPER...

PO YOU HAVE
ANY TEARS FOR
YOUR CUBS, NOW
A THAT BOTH ARE

ONE WAY OR ¥
THE OTHER.

POES WHAT'S
GOOP FOR
MES

RATHOL
KNOWS IF HE
FAILS TO BRING
ME THE HEALER,
T WILL GUT
HIAA MYSELF, /AN

THEY PON'T
OFTEN KILL THEIR
FATHERS OR MOTHERS,

THOUGH. WOLVES PO S8

WHAT'S GOOP FOR
THE PACK. =




A SHORT

WHILE LATER,

AS A TERRIFIEP -
LONGRIPER Y THEY
SLAVE OBEYS % CALL THIS
HER HARSH s Foop2
NEW MASTER.. : =

THE SEA PEMONS
SLEW MY PEAREST ONE...

MY WIFEZ T SHALL
AVENGE HER YET!
Y .'f’f-r

NOTHING NEW,

POMINANCE. HE

SIMPLY REPEATS

HIMSELF OVER
ANP OVER.

SCRIBE.

SLOWLY, BITING
BACK THE FAIN

OF HIS GHASTLY
WOUNE ANGRIF
PJUN BISES,
CALMLY TAMFING
A PELLET INTO

THE BRIGHTMETAL
FISTOL'S BAEREL. J

YOUR INCOHERENT RAVINGS
WILL REAP BETTER THAN
THEY FALL ON THE EAR,
HALF BROTHER.

A CHRONICLE
OF TRUE PEMON

ENCOUNTERS BROTHER...?
AT SEA-- 4 . Y-YOU...CALL
--WILL PROVE = ME..HALF
USEFUL. i ‘i BROTHERS

HALF

YES! WE
TWO SHARE 51
SACRED, ROYAL }
BLOOD?

GIVE ME
WHAT'S MINE...THE
WEAPON OF WEAPONS
TO PESTROY ALL
PEMONS/




I THINK
WE'VE HAP

Y  FORGET--IT WAS
(| THE LOOK IN YOU :
EYES THAT BETRAYEP K¢

_ YOUR SEA-PEMON A

...THAT
OK WHICH

: TRULY EXIST,
\ THUS ENPING HIS
==\ USEFULNESS




)}
[

77 5 4 e ) il R AR e
7 /7 i EEEREANEF RS
Wil Y 4 i A e b
E ’ Wil /
3 & NOT ALWAYS PO LOVE
D (e 1 Anve RECOGMITION GO -
L o A B = )
7t 20 )| = : 'CHAIYA?
¥ Y2 IS TRUE ANP PEEP.. =
, ! =g =
» T =
% % L e
N N '\

WM/ SEEN..OH, HIGH Y
) ONES/ IT'S LIKE
M THERE! AGN

HER... N |7
U OUR..SOULS ARE M I
). TRAMPLED? 4




: WHAT Rl
you once e
PIR I TO0

MY WISEST TINKERERS
FIGURE IT OUT-~ANP

e




ELSEWHERE, THE SCROLL OF ——BUT ONLY KAHVI.. FRIEND.
COLORS TUENS, REVEALING 7O THOSE THAT FELLOW TRAVELER..PIP
THROUGH ITE MYSTIC HUES ‘ CAN REAPL. YOUl FINE THE FINISH YOu
THE SECRETS OF PAST; SOUGHT? PO YOL WANPER
PRESENT, ANP FUTURE-~ THE STARS -~ ,

--OR PO You
STILL WALK THE WorRLP
INSIPE YOUR SKINP POES
ONE WITH QUR. SHAREP
8LooP-- -

—_WALK WITH 8
YOuU? ANSWER...
PLEASE?

--BECAUSE
{ T NEEP IT TO
BE...RIGHT

MOTHEE, You !
HAP THE POWER TO

REFUSE RECOGNITION
TILL THE TIME WAS
BIGHT—-

—=TILL
YOou couLr
CHOCSE FOR
YOURSELFY






| AN AT THAT
SAME INSTANT...

3 5 LOOK AT : :
GASP:
THIS IS... YOU! JUsST

NOT FOR
HERSELF, FATHER--
FOR TEIRY







FAPES, EMBER'S

B
CONNECTION WITH
TEIR TELLS HER--

| sur evew as i

HE HAS PENIEP £
ECOGNITION...
QUELLEP IT FOR
SETTING HER
BELOVER FREE.

. . 1§
R

< <3

(T ummt‘\\‘mﬁ”\

‘.m _,._ ‘/

et =,



"--SAVE HIM’"

JOYOUS, IRRESISTIBLE AS EVER,
KAHVI GATHERS IN HER SLAIN
COMRAPES ANP KIN.

ACTING ON EMBER'S

PLEA, THEY MEEGE
Qw WITH THE GO-BACK

CHIEFTESS, SWELLING
HER POWER BEYONP
THAT OF ANY SINGLE
SPIEIT FORCE SKYWISE
ANP SUNSTREAM
HAVE EVER KNOWN.

/ 70, 7/’ kit

//I/ ; ’,(({J il

“ B /7 .I ‘J’,_- : ".I.."'\'.‘ ,\ ,
M)

v /] /
/ / / _." 7/’ . / #
¢ P~
// Vie/ i (l Sy
1 S AN
4 v
i) [Ty
4 ¥y '.f /
‘n\ii.."ﬂ |
= WINPKINS
7/ " :S:‘:Y HURRY YOILR
< 1 : COMELY BUTT
/ ALONG WITH THE
[/ WOLF CHIEF?
uy

STRONGEOW!
WE'RE GOING/

: TAKE MY PLACE/ HELPING
US SHAPE THE
; POP IN LESS
THAN A
WHOA/ MOMENT



S . LUNGS FILLEP
WITH WATER...

7O SUMMON FOR AP k&
AGAINST THE BRUTAL
CURRENT... "

ZHEEL... TVE
LOST YOU...  LOST..
EVERYTHING...




EMBER'S WOLFRIPERS SENP ANP SENP TO THEIR
FALLEN TEIBEMATE. BU.

WE'VE
GOT TO
GET POWN
THERE/!

HE'S BEEN
CARRIEP SO
FAR AWAY
ALREAPY!

PASHING HIM AGAINST
> THE ROCKS...

"PON'T LEAVE
ME™ HE CRIEE EMBER...
Po You FEEL? PO yYou

KNOW HE'S--

/ SHE PIP
{ IT! EMBER




\
AW s

M--TOO LATE?"

Yy YoOu PON'T
GET TO HAVE
ITAS Goor A

AS ME... =

D

vy fl 50 CLOSE IS HE TO WHERE SHE IS, s
B\ HER SPIRIT FORM, EVER SHIFTING,
: PN SEEMS MORE REAL THAN HIS OWN 4o
: G ’ PAIN-RACKEP BOPY. -
~ /



TIME CEASES.
COMMUNICATION 15
P A

WHEN YOu'r

BARELY SEEN YOUR

?"E a, o5 =3 CRUSTING,
T GAVE You 7o

M r OLK I couLp
TRUST T AL e 7
A5 THEIR .,_,w “

(7

W

\ ;‘(/

-
KEEP IT FROM

= YOUu THAT IT WAS

ONE LAST, STRONG-
HEARTED GIRL-FAWN
T WANTER NOT THE
W PISAPPOINTMENT

OF A LAPS

%ﬂ/’zﬂ




You
HAP FINE
¥ CARETAKERS,
ONE OF THEM
UNUSUALLY
GIFTEP—

FOR A MALE I PESERTEP

W 7ol il asour
gunggﬁPN%/ : __ B 7 cvee sivces pury
HAP 10 GO AN GNP TP A s POk SHE POE
WITH ME THE INSTANT : 7 THAT PROPPEP
YOU OPENEP YOUR Sl M - Hin/
N _NEWBORN EVES! y

=

) YOoU-YOUVE

KNOWN MYy
THOUGHTS?

SHEH-HEH: 3
ESPECIALLY THE
ANGRY ONES.
THEY GOT My
ATTENTION!

WITH THESE
SFIRIT EYES, TVE
FOLLOWEP YOuU, NOwW
ANP THEN. OFTEN,
You MAFE ME

SOMETIMES...
EARELY..YOU MAFE
ME FROUE




NEEP T: you \|
N\ PonT NEEP | WAL

W —-HEARTLESS... Q)
S seLFisH..SICK-
N HEADED..’

WEREN'T
| ALREAPY

ANP You
NEVER SPOKE,,.
NEVER GUIPEL.
NEVER
HELPEDZY

“HA HA
HA HA HAY
THAT'S THE WAy,

PUCKLINGS




—

& AN THANK
THE HIGH ONES
YOU'VE NOT ONLY "
MY BLOOP IN

"—=BUT YOUR
SPLENPIP SIRE'S
AS WELL”




\\

N\

CRAPLEP IN LEETAH'S ’
HEALING ARMS, TEIR ;iggsﬁﬁé/
KNOWS HIS LIFELONG WERE
PAIN HAS FAILEP COMINGY?
TO IMPRESS ITS -
INPIFFERENT SOURCE.

N | e sHE wro g [/
Y | BorE Him ANP waLkEP
/ | away is THE ONE 4
WHO HAS, JUST NOW,
SAVEP HIS LIFES f /

z

INSTANTLY THE SFPIRIT-
PRIVEN POP STREAKS
TOWARP GLIMMERING

BONFIRES—- T

--ANP THE
CLAMOR OF
CRUEL JEERS.

= 3
L ""qj
- ] T
—



JUNN PIPN'T
(4 ., WANT ME

IT'S SAIP
PEMONS CAN
SEE ANP HEAR
ONE ANOTHER
ACEOSS GREAT
PISTANCES/!

/ HAZ THEN
LET THEM SEE
HOW WE TREAT

THOSE THAT
THREKSH'T
ABOMINATES! 4

BUT THE TALE
OF WHAT THEY PIP
STILL SEEMS BARELY
CLPER THAN I,

HUMANS
PON'T CHANGE.

yo B2 I TRAVELEP
‘.. { X [ ) so FaR AHEAR

70 THIS NEW

)
\V' L TIME ANP

PLACE--

--I KNOW
THE HUMANS WHO
ONCE CAUGHT ANP
TORTUREP REPLANCE

ARE PEAPER THAN

THEY JUST GET




OH,
) BELOVED!

SKYWISE'S
SWORP WILL
Ky FREE YOU/




CAN'T PIERCE
THE FLYING
MONSTER'S
SHIELP/

ol

, g{_
7 2 Jﬂ:ﬁ‘fﬂ




ZHEEL... e
WHAT THEY --POESN'T
pp ro MATTER, ALL
You-- I NEEP IS TO
HOLP YOou’

- =

- -

y . - \ / / h

5 : \ i -
£ X b. ) Y
e -

'y P s S

{ e X Ad

b, T

¢ ,I'f / L 1

| e - )

THAT LOUP
POPL..THAT FLASH...
THE TINY ROCK
WHIZZING OLUR

i ——WHAT
: ! WAS 177 [
q ’ﬂﬂ’r
s I!I]TTT
?l
~ &

V. ¥’

ANOTHER
"GIFT" TO THE &



HER GoES My I
ONE SURE MEANS Y
OF LURING THE
PEMON HEALER
POWN FROM THE
w  MOUNTAINS.

FOR A SCANT MOMENT,
HE (S TEMFPTEP 7O HURL
THE THING FEOM HIM.

> I'LL STRIP THE
PEMONS' FORMER
STRONGHOLP TO THE
NAKEP SOIL ANP FROM
THAT PEAP TIMBER SHALL

RISE A WAR FLEET TO | {
MAKE THE WoRLP {l!’ 'v ’
TREMBLE/S 1 f
;’. ]& '\ I I
B KA r | TN

IR~ ¢




]

AND ALL
1IN THREE
| BLINKS OF

ol —
WHAT ARE -
THEY POING p=
HERE,
KHORBASI?

THEY--THEY'RE
THE CHILPREN YOU
GAVE ME PERMISSION
TO RESCUE, CHIEFTESS.

THOUGH WE SEE
NO BLOOE YOU'VE
BEEN WOUNPEP FOR
CERTAIN, CUB.




BEFORE

--WHO

THE
WHITEWATER
SWALLOWEP

B e~ 3
\.. ; .;-:.‘;; L I ' \ N "’. [k
g 1 S =g 2 ; 7" A f '.. )
B Bk A b
)7 x| / )
2 2l al K weapons ;
S ] LOST ARE
=\ =0y NOTHING \
S & | comparer To I
A GRANPSON
> FOUND? 5’,
3 [
) B —

rd

e

27 Y
WIEC m

Z

PART, THEN WENT N\
MY WAY. NOT TILL

Pl / GoING OFF TO SEEK ¥ wouLp possess _ TOPAY PIP T FEEL

7| HER OWN ENP, KAHVI
A ASKEP ME TO GIVE

A TRACE OF My  THE NEEP TO ASK IF,

SOMEWHERE, THAT
.. CHILP LIVER.

SHE ANSWEREP
ME..WITH YOU.
IT'S JUST LIKE
HER, ISN'T IT--




BUT..
RECOGNITION! Y _WHAT

f PIP YOu
YOU'RE NOT
Pozr --JUST
ING!
SUFFERING! LIKE MOTHER
PIP WHEN SHE
ANP FATHER

RECOGNIZEP.

‘\\‘mh ( | A

(C

IT'S...ALL

RIGHT. I-I'VE
ALWAYS BEEN A
GLOOMY SORT.,
MUCH AS T WANT
OUR CUB, I'P LIKELY
PUT A HOLE IN
ITS HEART.

T AM ZHEEL. 1

KNOWING MY \

SoUL NAME, D

YOUu KNOW ALL
OF ME...

BELOVER. Q‘;\ﬁ
A

AM...HOW I
FEEL..WHAT

SOMEERAY..
SOMEFPAY I WANT
OUR CUE, BUT FOR
NOW, I WANT ONLY
7O GIVE YOU ALL
My LOVES

Moverd = THEN, MAY
8 €7 WE TRULY WAIT,
K'CHALYA,..UNTIL
T LEARN MORE

\ ! , OF "FAMILY"?
(]




LEETAH...WE'VE

NOT TRIEP THIS THEY'RE BOTH
BEFORE, BUT I
TOGETHER-~ EEAEE!:&.;—I& i

"--RECOGNITION'S
FLAME, I HOPE, CAN
BE REIGNITER"

3

Y

2igy I

WONPEE, SAPNESS,

MINGLE ON WATCHING
ELFIN FACES--

POUEBT, ANP APPE@VAL

—-AS THE LOVEMATES ARE FEEEP
OF THE ANCIENT REPROPUCTIVE
URGE THAT HAS, AGAINST ALL OFPPS,
KEPT THEIR FURTIVE, VULNERABLE
EACE ALIVE.

ONCE THE MAGIC TAKES
HOLE ONLY THEN PO ALL
HOWL FOR A PEAR FRIENP
FALLEN IN BATTLE.

FALLEN, BUT STILL
VERY MUCH FPEESENT..
ANP STILL BEAMING A
WARRIOR'S GRIN.

C A
AN

\\rf




THIS IS NO CHIEFTESS, --BUT THESE
PLACE FOR US. WE ’ I PON'T MARKS LOOK
NEEP FOOP ANP L PRETENP TO MAN MAPE. ANP
PRINK. WE MUST . - KNOW FOR THEY ALL
1 POINT uP/! 48

MOVE ON. LOOK?

THAT'S THREE/
THREE OF THOSE
FUNNY MARKS
WE'VE SEEN/

K'CHALIYA...
WE'VE COME
THIS FAR,

THE PALACE POL GUIPERP SLOWLY
THIS TIME BY SKYWISE ANP
SUNSTEEAM, CARRIES THE
ELVES, WOLVES, ANE HUMANS

TO THE MOUNTAINTOP--

BY THE
HALLS OF BLUE
MOUNTAIN/




1 HE WINPS OF EARLY
PAWN MOAN SOFTLY,
LIKE THE PISTANT CRY
OF STRANGE-THROATEP
BEASTS, AS CHIEFTESS
EMBER ANFP HER TEIBE
BEHOLP THE PECAYING
REALITY BEHING A
MYSTERIOUS HUMAN &
LEGENE

2ENIFE
SMELLS LIKE
NO ROUNP-EAR
HAS SET FOOT
HEEE IN A
MOUNTAIN'S
AGE/

RIGHT,
PIKE. EVEN

THE PRESENCE OF CUTTER KINSEEKER, 4
CHIEF OF ALL WOLF CHIEFS, LENPS THE
FLIGHT-WORN ELVES AN EXTEA MEASURE

OF COURAGE AS-—




7%
Vi

—-THEY BEGIN TO Y
EXPLORE, THEIR WAY
SOFTLY ILLUMINATEP 438 = 1
BY THE NEARBY FPOr S )
VESSEL'S GLOW. ammdf i y ___RUNNING
STREAMS..SMALL --NO
; GAME...BUT BEST HUMAN CAMPS
OF ALL-- AS FAR AS T
CAN SEE/




"LIKE THE SUN VILLAGE AS IT
IS NOW!" MUEMUES LEETAH. "THE
STONES, ONCE PILEP SO ARTFULLY,
WHISPER KINPLY OF THE LONG-
AGO HUMANS WHO BUILT THIS."

: ANY
“"MAGIC FEELINGS,"
SUNSTREAM?

ANYTHING OLP ANP
NASTY HANGING

ABOUT?

NO.
IT'S GOOPR.. >
PEACEFU IS IT,
BROTHER?

TUENS EYES SUBTLY AGEP £
BY HARROWING, LUINASKEP- S
FOR EXPERIENCE.

=




IT WAS YOou
WHO CHARGEP ME TO
UPHOLP THE WOLFRIPERS'
WAY AS IT WAS BEFORE
WE FOUNP THE
PALACE.

BUT I'VE
LOST HOLTS...PENIEP
RECOGNITION.. TAKEN
IN HUMAN CUBS...

FUNNY :
THING ABOUT \ (N IT'S KAHVI
M BEING A / - - 2 \o:n'HO ONCIE SAIP
FAILING YOU, . BES LIVING A
FATHER, ANP--
7 AND--

POING YOUR
JOB.
--I CAN
| BEAR ANYTHING

BUT THAT/

WOouLP BE
PEAP NOW...IF
I HAPN'T PEFIEP
"THE WAY" ANP




"NO ELF MUST
PIE..." T VOWEP THAT
WHEN I WAS A YOUNGER .
CHIEF THAN YOU, EVEN ¥ “THE WAY"
THOUWGH IT WENT AGAINST IS SIMPLE. WE
HOW WE'D LIVED SINCE  USED TO BE CONTENT i
THE PAYS OF TIMMORN WITHIN ITS LIMITS.
N\ YELLOW-EYES. _\ BUT THE PALACE
. HAS NONE. 1

THAT'S WHY
THE FIRSTCOMERS
WERE SO FRIGHTENEP
ANP LOST WHEN THE

HUMANS PROVE IT'S WHY THE
FROZEN MOUNTAINS

THE PALACE FOR ALL
THE HIGH ONES'
CHILPREN.




" ANP NOow
THAT IT'S OURS, IT _THE LIFE-
CAN UNITE US..KEEP guT WHAT ~ , ANP-PEATH

US ALL SAFE LEARNING THAT
FOREVER. ABOUT THE ““MaKES

STRONG?

--THE
PALACE..OR
THE WAY/

-—THE . ? zgymss,
PALACE OR IS l iodeit
£
THE WAY? GBS, Asour--

BECAUSE YOu --I PIPN'T
WANTEP THE PALACE = THINK ABOUT
MORE THAN ANYTHING. HOW MUCH IT
I KNOW. WHEN T

MIGHT CHANGE
GAVE UP MY WOLF 4 ME...

2

THE PALACE IS
A BEAUTIFUL TRAP/IT
TEMPTS US TO GIVE UP
LIVING--EVEN PYING--
LIKE WOLFRIPERS/ (

-~HOW MUCH
THE PALACE MIGHT
CHANGE THE

_ WOLFRIDERS!

N

o
¢ A

3 ;f“%




MEANWHILE...
WHEN HE

LEARNS HE'S A GREAT-
GRANPSIRE, TREESTUMP
WILL HOWL FOR JOY/!

CUTTER...
EVEN EMBER ANP
SUNSTREAM...MY
COUSINS?! I-T
CAN'T..MY HEAP'S
WHIRLING/

SCHUCKLE:
WHY WOULPN'T IT?
YOU'VE GONE FROM
NO FAMILY TO TOQO
MUCH FAMILY!

- HaHAHAL L
WHO BOTHERS WITH \& |
SUCH TRIFLES? IT'S Vi

W ENOUGH THAT You
LIVE, PUCKLINGS 4V/

ALWAYS PO
. | wHATEVER you \\'/,
'\ wants vou NeeP
NO ONE'S /)

LEAVE/

o SLOWLY, IN WONPERMENT, THE

CALL ME
WINPKIN, IF YOU
LIKE., TYLPAK WAS
ALWAYS TYLPAK

/ "ERIENPS"..,
WITH YOUR
FATHER.../

ELF TRIBE GATHERS AS...

--THESE YX7™ NG
STAYED WITH \'W)!
ME. THEY'RE
ALL THAT'S




S

e —— 3
— —

p—
- - ~ IN THE FLESH
WHAT'S GOING ON, SOMETHING o You ANSWEREP TO
KHORBASI? WE CAN'T SEE 3 NONE, BELOVER GIFT
OR HEAR... —a THESE WITH AN
- - ANSWER NOW,

"TIME.

SOMETHING
MEANT JUST
FOR THEM/!

OH, VERY WELLS
THAT ROUNP-EAREP PEST,
LEHRIGEN! I THINK I SEE
HIS SPIRIT FLASH BY ON
TS OWN JOURNEY.

N BUT IT'S JUST BEFORE
[ YOU WOLFRIPERS WAKE FEOM YOUR
LONG SLEEF THAT THE STEIFLING
BEAGGART ANP I MEET FOR
THE FIRST TIME.

WHAT LUCK/!
J - .ﬁ% Ilg‘f EIFE I';E
A WOMAN'S { — —— HOPEP FOE THIS--
BOPY. BUT SMALL-— . — - TO SIGHT -j
WITH THE EYES ANP PEMON:
EARS OF A WILP '-
BEAST/!

WE MUST
PROVE IT! WE
MUST TAKE HER

ALIVE?




';' T HEAR
THEM, . SMELL - \ G .
THEIR INTEN 7 7 L B T

NO Moog."”

"THEIR COVER
15 WORTHLESSY
TWO G POWN
INSTANTLY.

SCOUGH= T
AM LEHRIGEN!

MONSTERY g
AND T'LL AVENGE
WHORE OF THE "l DEMON!

Poom pPIT?

I

ELFY SAY
L “EPLF":’ n;:s A e
ORP I'LL TEAC - =
YOU BEFORE YOU s : =\ UUUNNNH B
PIE, YOUNG PIG- Yol YOU KNOW My e
ON-A-SPIT! 1 el L TONGUE?! THEN E
- \ L& KNOW THIS-— .

> :6AsP.
NO MATTER HOW
MANY HOLES YOU
PUT IN ME, T WILL
HUNT YOU 2COUG,
TO THE ENPS OF
THE WORLD!




a0~

Lty

N "HAVING SHEP EVERY WORLPLY |58
{ 71E, T GET TO LUSE MYSELF UP AS
I LIKE. ANP YET, THOUGH I'VE
MAFE MY LAST FAWN--"

W mNOT

REAPY ANP
- WILLING ==

-=7T0 FALL

"T'M OLP AS THE
FROZEN MOUNTAINS...
OLP ANP TIREFS

& '

MY BEAUTIFHUL
BIEP TYLFPAK ALWAYS
CAERIES ME HIGH
_ABOVE IT ALL.

LIKE GROUNP PREY. HE SHOOTS S0 MANY STAGS |
OUT FROM UNPER ME, I 60 BETTER ON FOOT." R

&

ER, GIVE ME A
7' GOOP POG OVER A
TWO-LEGGEP ALLY
ANY PAY!

i

=7 THINK YOUW'VE
MAPE IT EASIER
| ON YOURSELF?
THIS IS KAHWI
L You PEAL
WITH/

g

ST
TEACHES ME/




e o T,

[} I|. =i Al
i ".’, 1

45 WE CHASE EACH OTHER
THROUGH THE SEASONS, HE
LEARNS. ANP HE'S SNEAKY.

\\*‘5

{

UP WITH
NEW STINKS |}
70 MASK \
HIS HUMAN

m" -
* "THE WoRST = /,_.. 3
1S HIS CHESEP - == -y
4 STIWLNESS. 4

\ ‘ "BUT IT'5 Kit.t. OR BE
\ * { kietep, mace no misTakes [

"THERE ARE SOME
MIGHTY CLOSE CALLS—-
ANP THE SCARS TO TELL

OF THEM--ON BOTH SIPES.

GREAT ICE WALLS ]
; 2 ATE HIS OWN POG!
' HE'P ONLY PO THAT
“THEN, AT LAST, | _ . IF HE'P HIT HIS
THE FUN'S OVER. T 4
_ f;'s rﬁg H4esﬁsgr
| wWHITE-COLP SINCE = N
|\  rsroor rHiGH | i S : HIM MORE
HIGH 7O A 12 S PANGEROUS
TREEHORN.” |- N




"WORN OUT ANP STARVING,
WE STILL COMFETE, BUT THIS
TIME WITH A FPACK OF WOLVES--"

i

"--ANP FOR
MERE SCRAF”

: * "--ON LEGS TOO |
WEAK TO CARRY HIM. |-

/ i
"My ARMS ARE

JUST ABOUT AS
USELESS, BUT.."”




49

f/r/’ﬁm’?n s

Yt

- T 700K
GUTE...GUTSE HE'S |
WILLING TO TEAR

1 uP Eif?.’:'N WESE—--— f

T NEVER HAPPENS
THE WAy you
THINK 1T WILL==*

"——ANP YET IT

AL WA}'S POES.

-
Lo
3

r‘:! AR 1=
f "T REACH TO
! GV

A FINAL TWIST,
JUST TO
MAKE SURE.”




. .

"LONG
ENOUGH |
FOR...”

ALL THESE ANF MORE CAN BOAST NOBLER | )

ENPS THAN MINE, BUT T'M CONTENT” ,’;‘_’

o
AN > £

"STILL, SHEPDING |
MY SKIN TAKES A |,

NrALK ABOUT GRUPSING
RESPECT? HE POKING WELL

ENJOYS FLINGING My |
| CARCASS 7O THE WOLVES!”

POINT-
SHREW! YOU'RE
\ THE FIRST OF



CAN YOU SEE
ALL THESE HERE WITH
ME, KAHVI? THEY FOUGHT
BESIPE YOU IN THE
PALACE WAR.

T ALWAYS

{ THOUGHT YOU MIGHT
\ HAVE A PROP OF WOLF
b BLOOP IN YOU.

"IN PEATH, YOu
HONCREEP IT...OR, AT
LEAST, HONOREP US.”

—

X i

ANP YOU,

WOLF CHIEF! TULL SEE
Your SWEET BOFPY IN
THE PALACE, WHEN
I VISIT:

7 BUT.I'M
\ HaRPLY EVER
A\ THERE! 43




178 WHAT
1S.../T"'8 THE

=3

&!‘“ -
KRIM, ~dh\J
WAITY "6GOING
BACK..." IF
r's NOT
JUST TO THE
FPALACE--

ALMOST SUNRISE. ONE THING
TIME TC REST A BIT I LIKE ABOUT
ANP THEN FINP THIS PLACE-- A}

y [
MORE SO

THAN OUR LAST.
OUR CHANCES HERE

LOOK GOOP.

BUT NO PREAMBERRIES. j THEN I GUESS
) THEY CAN'T THRIVE IN THESE I'LL HAVE TO GO TO
WINPY HEIGHTS. . HIAM? BESIPES--

WELL,
REPLANCE THE \
TREE-SHAPER WON'T
MOVE HERE,
_ FATHER.

I CAN BE NEAR GLAP TO
THEM, IF I'M NEAR HAVE YOU BACK, LEGENP LEP

THE PALACE. Us HERE, MY




"I'M GOING BACK

THEY'RE
BACK/

WITH PIKE ANP MY ))
b\ AR

SIRE, SKYWISE, TO
THE HOLT WHERE
THEY WERE BORN."

| SCHOKE:? T'M
SO SAP ABOUT

‘4-,__

INTO THE NIGHT...
MMMMM/ . T
| TASTES LIKE
' J

r's !;
NOT SUPDEN, )
FATHER!

FREETOUCH
ANP I HAVE BEEN

THINKING ABOUT IT FE

FOR SOME TIME. =
: —_—

REPLANCE
MAPE THESE
ESPECIALLY JUICY
FOR You!

JOINING
EMBER'S




ANOTHER FLIGHT/ S THEN
ANOCTHER NERVOUS PAIR { EMBER'S TRIBE e ==ok
OF WOLVES! sWHEW:? WILL MOSTLY BE Y.\ a-4 WOLFRIPERS
- i MAPE Uup-- / — BORN AFTER WE
. CLAIMED THE
OH, TUFT = = PALACE.
WILL MAKE _ )
THE TRIP \
JUST FINE/

ANP YET,
EXCEPT FOR VISITS,
THEY'LL TRY TOC PO

> WITHOUT IT.

THAT'LL MAKE ME
ONE OF THEIR ELVERS, .
ALONG WITH SCOUTER . —
( W - YOU'VE NEVER
ANP PEWSHINE. AEY (1 W\ [ seen aniy seon rHe
' X - e \ | - PALACE'S WARMING
MAGIC.

REMEMBER,

CUE.

AND
I'LL BE THE
YOUNGEST/

IT'S 5O
EXCITING!
: WiLL BE NO
PRESERVEES
TO STORE UP
FOOE.NC SURE
PROTECTION
FROM
CoOLP ANP
\ HUNGER.

OH, BUT I'LL
BE THEIR TANNER
ANP PRESS THEM

#, ALL SNUG ANP

THEY
CAN'T
s WELL,
EVEN KEEP WHO PO

THER OWN [ .,
ik oy (ros 2aepose
OF THEIR AFTER,

LIFEMATE?

JUST TRY TO
BE PRACTICAL
AS WELL AS
FANCIFUL,
CUBLING!




Yo s ALREADY STARTED
LRSI oK ©ON EMBER'S AND My
R R N, GREAT-GRANPSON'S

THE TUNNELS, NEW SWORPS.

7 STRONGBOW
CALLEP COUNCIL,
TREESTUMP..WITH
HIS OWN VOICE!

YOU'RE TAKING
AIM AT EMBER. BUT
SHE'S MORE ON YOUR
SIPE THAN YOU KNOW.
SHE'S WORRIEP

THE PALACE
POES GREAT GOOP.
IT'S THE HIGH ONES'

ANP THE SUN FOLK'S
HOME. BUT IT'S
CHANGING US.

110\

..EMBER
FORMING A
TRIBE WITH A
BUNCH OF

i rRECOGMNITION? A" . IF WE KEEP
HUMANS BREEP SO ) o USING IT, WE WON'T
MUCH FASTER THAN - 4/ -= BE ABLE TO STICK
WE! EVEN IF SOME \' - TO “THE WAY."

ARE FRIENDLY, =
THEY'LL CRUSH

Pt

SURPRISEP BY HIS CHIEF'S SUPPORT, THE ARCHER
el FALLS AS SILENT AS THE CONCERNEP WINPKIN,
| WATCHING OVER EMBER'S RESTING TEIBE.




OF EIGHT ANP THEEE CHIEFS,
SECRET SOUL NAME [S5~-~

ANP THE BLOOFP OF TEN
CHIEFS, WHOSE SECRET
SOUL NAME [5--

| ——BOTH FLOAT IN THE y
"WOW OF WOLF THOUGHT "
PIFFICULT TO FINF ANP
EVEN MORE PIFFICULT
7O KEEE THE "Now” iN
WHICH THEY PREAM
ALLOWS NOTHING--

--OF THE LENGTHS T©
WHICH AN OBSESSEL 4
VENGEFUL HUMAN
TYRANT WILL GO, ERE £
HIS TIME RUNS OUT,

ANP THINGS
WILL, INFEER
NEVER AGAIN
BE THE SAME.
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COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | FANTASY

PRAISE FOR WENDY & RICHARD PINI’S ELFQUEST

“ElfQuest is a well told and exquisitely illustrated
story that should be in every teen and graphic
novel collection.” —SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL

he ElfQuest adventures continue with brand-new tales of your favorite elfin
heroes. The Wolfriders’ chief, Cutter, knows that change is coming. His tribe’s
proximity to the Palace of the High Ones, a mysterious and magical oasis, makes
this inevitable. As Cutter’s daughter Ember, chief of her own tribe, shares her

father’s efforts to preserve the old ways among their kin, the human tyrant

Angrif Djun ascends the mountain her clan call home and rocks the foundation
of their peaceful existence.

This collection combines ElfQuest: The Final Quest Special and issues #1-#6 in beautiful full
color, including a gallery of covers, all from the inimitable Wendy and Richard Pini.
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