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JAPAN.

128 MILLION 
PEOPLE… 
PLUS ME.

IT FEELS LIKE |’M GOING 
HOME EVEN THOUGH |’VE 
NEVER BEEN THERE BEFORE.

AS WE START OUR DESCENT 
TOWARDS NARITA AIRPORT, 
| CAN FEEL MY HEARTBEAT 

GETTING FASTER.

ANTICIPATION, 
EXCITEMENT…

…AND A BIT 
OF FEAR.



MOM WAS A NAIVE JAPANESE 
SEAMSTRESS TRAVELLING 

ABROAD.

DAD WAS 
A SWEET-TALKING 
IRISH ENGINEER.

|’M THE HALF ‘N’ 
HALF RESULT OF 
THEIR FLAWED 

TIME TOGETHER.

| GREW UP HEAVILY 
IMMERSED IN BOTH 

CULTURES…

WHEN THEY SPLIT UP MOM 
WANTED ME TO FINISH 

SCHOOL IN IRELAND, TRYING 
TO KEEP MY TEENAGE LIFE 
AS STABLE AS POSSIBLE.

DAD AND | DIDN’T 
SEE EYE TO EYE. HE 
COULDN’T HANDLE 

HAVING A TEENAGER 
AROUND…

| COULDN’T HANDLE 
BEING THAT TEENAGER.

YEAH… 
THAT DIDN’T 
WORK OUT.

…“A LIFE OF RICE 
AN’ POTATOES” AS 
DAD WOULD SAY.



LEAVING IRELAND 
WASN'T AS DIFFICULT 
AS | THOUGHT IT 

WOULD BE.

IT’S A BIT DEPRESSING 
WHEN YOU REALIZE 

EVERYTHING YOU OWN 
CAN FIT IN TWO BAGS.

MOM WAS SUPPOSED TO BE 
AT THE AIRPORT, BUT MY 
FLIGHT WAS DELAYED SO 
SHE HAD TO GO TO WORK.

IT SOUNDS LIKE SHE’S 
GOT CRAZY HOURS JUST 
TO MAKE ENDS MEET.

BUS TO THE 
PLANE. 

PLANE 
TO THE 
TRAIN. 

TRAIN TO 
THE SUBWAY.

EACH ROUTE HAS 
ITS OWN PATTERN. 

| JUST HAVE TO 
CONNECT THE DOTS.

NO 
PROBLEM.

|’M GOOD 
AT THAT. Oh, 

wow…

NEXT STOP: 
IKEBUKURO.



MY NAME’S 
RORI LANE…

…AND THIS RIGHT 
HERE IS MY BRAND 

NEW LIFE.



MY NAME’S 
RORI LANE…

…AND THIS RIGHT 
HERE IS MY BRAND 

NEW LIFE.



THE JET LAG SEEMS TO 
BE HITTING ME HARD.

THAT WAS 
REALLY 

STRANGE.

OKAY, | 
THINK 

THIS IS IT.

*TRANSLATED FROM JAPANESE.

<ACTUALLY, |… 
| THINK | JUST 

FOUND IT 
MYSELF.>

Weird…

<IF 
YOU SAY 

SO.>

 
<Um… 

EXCUSE 
ME.>*

<COULD 
YOU TELL 

ME WHERE | 
COULD FIND 

THE…>

<YES?>

…uh…



| KNOW YOU’RE 
WORKING A LOT. 

HOW’S THAT 
GOING?

HEY, 
LITTLE
RED!

SO 
GOOD 
TO SEE 
YOU.

HEY, 
MOM!

<| DIDN’T 
REALIZE HOW 

TOUGH IT WOULD
BE TO COME 

BACK AND GET 
SETTLED IN 

AGAIN.>

<THE 
DIVORCE TOOK 
ITS TOLL ON 

ALL OF US BUT 
THIS IS A FRESH 

START.> 

<|’M SO 
GLAD YOU’RE 
HERE, RORI. | 
MISSED YOU 
TERRIBLY.>

<YOU’RE 
NOT! NOT 
AT ALL!>

<|’LL TOUR YOU AROUND 
THE NEIGHBORHOOD AND 
WE’LL GET BREAKFAST 

BEFORE MY NEXT 
SHIFT, OKAY?>

<MY 
BODY CAN’T 

TELL IF IT’S DAY 
OR NIGHT RIGHT 
NOW, BUT FOOD 

SOUNDS 
GREAT!>

THIS 
IS YOUR 
PLACE?

SO, 
uh…

<SPEAK 
JAPANESE 

HERE AT HOME, 
OKAY? YOU NEED 

TO PRACTICE 
BEFORE SCHOOL 

STARTS.>

LIVING 
ROOM, KITCHEN, 

AND BEDROOM ALL 
IN ONE SPACE. THIS 
IS URBAN LIVING 
IN TOKYO, MY 

DEAR.

OUR 
PLACE 
NOW.

<|…| DON’T 
WANT TO 

GET IN THE 
WAY…>

<THE HOURS ARE PRETTY 
BRUTAL, BUT |’M JUST 
HAPPY | HAVE A JOB 

AT ALL IN THIS 
ECONOMY.>



NONE OF THIS IS 
WHAT | EXPECTED.

| DON’T KNOW IF 
THAT’S GOOD OR BAD, 
IT’S JUST…DIFFERENT.

<| CAN’T 
BELIEVE |’M 
FINALLY IN 

JAPAN. IT’S SO 
SURREAL.>

<THE PHOTOS 
| SHOWED YOU 

OVER THE YEARS 
DON’T DO IT 
JUSTICE, DO 

THEY?>

<SPEAKING 
OF CRAZY… 
HOW’S YOUR 
FATHER?>

<THIS CITY 
IS ALL ABOUT 

“EXCESS.”>

<GET PREPARED
AS BEST YOU CAN. 
THE NEW SCHOOL 
TERM STARTS IN 

TWO DAYS.>

<GET SOME SLEEP, 
SEE A BIT OF THE 

CITY, RELAX...>

<OKAY, 
WILL 
DO.>

<|’VE GOT TO 
HEAD TO WORK 
NOW, BUT YOU 

TAKE YOUR 
TIME HERE AND 

THEN GET 
SETTLED 

IN.>

<IT’S CRAZY, 
BUT YOU LEARN 

TO LOVE IT.>

<IT’S NOT 
FOR EVERYONE, 
BUT TO ME IT’S 
HOME. | HOPE IT 
WILL BE FOR YOU 

TOO, DEAR.>

<| KNOW 
THIS HASN’T 
BEEN EASY 
FOR YOU.>

|…|’M 
SORRY, MY 

LOVE.

|… | DON’T WANT 
TO TALK ABOUT 

IT, OKAY?! 
HE’S GONE. 

|’M HERE. LET’S 
LEAVE IT AT 

THAT.



| GUESS IT’S TIME 
TO GO EXPLORING!

HOO-LEE 
SHIT...

...|’M IN 
JAPAN.

| WONDER IF MY BRAIN 
WILL STOP WHIRLING LONG 
ENOUGH TO TAKE A NAP?

NOPE!



TWISTED STREETS 
AND STACKS OF 

BUILDINGS…

THE WHOLE CITY FEELS 
CRAMMED TOGETHER, EVERYONE 
WEAVING AROUND EACH OTHER 

GOING ABOUT THEIR LIVES.

CAN’T BELIEVE 
HOW DENSE 
IT ALL IS. THIS IS THE 

FIRST SPOT |'VE 
BEEN TO THAT 
ISN'T PACKED 
WITH PEOPLE.

THEY’RE… THEY’RE ALL 
CONNECTED 
SOMEHOW.

|--

Wha--?

<HELLO, 
KITTY-
CATS.>

OKAY, 
THIS IS KINDA 

CREEPY…

Uh...



<WH--
WHAT 

CATS?!>

<“CATS?”>

Uh...

<HEY 
THERE, FOREIGN 

GIRLIE…>

<…WHY DON’T 
WE HAVE SOME 
TEA AND GET 

TO KNOW EACH 
OTHER?>

<DON’T 
BE SCARED. 
WE’RE NICE 

GUYS.>

<THEY’RE 
NICE, BUT 
|’M NOT.>

<LOOK…MY DAD’S 
FROM IRELAND AND 
HE TAUGHT ME HOW 

TO FIGHT, SO…>

<…YOU 
AND YOUR CRAZY 

CATS SHOULD 
JUST BACK OFF, 

OKAY?>



THIS CAN’T 
BE REAL…



|’M ASLEEP 
ON THE FLOOR 

AT MOM’S 
APARTMENT…

OR 
DREAM 
LOGIC...

JET 
LAG…

…AND THIS 
IS ALL JUST 
A MESSED UP 
NIGHTMARE…

…| MEAN MY 
APARTMENT…

Uhhhh…

<| THOUGHT YOU 
TURTLE-HEADS KNEW 

BETTER THAN TO SHOW 
YOUR FACES ‘ROUND 

HERE!>



<ARE 
YOU GONNA 

HELP OR AM | 
ALL ALONE 

HERE?!>

<REDHEAD!>
<NICE 
TRY!>

<| LIKE 
HITTING YOU 

GUYS MORE WHEN 
YOU LOOK LIKE 
MONSTERS.>

<THAT’S 
BETTER.>



WHAT 
CAN | 
DO?

<LEAVE US 
ALONE!>

<THAT’S 
MORE LIKE

IT!>

<NEVER 
MIND…>

|… 

|… 



GOTTA 
GET OUT…

FIND A 
WAY TO--

<WE’VE 
GOTTA GET 

OUT OF 
HERE…> <WHY? 

YOU DON’T 
WANNA PLAY 
ANYMORE?>

<JUST GO 
AWAY!>

<OH! 
DON’T CUT HER, 
TURTLE-HEAD!>

Ahh!



ESCAPE



EACH ROUTE 
HAS ITS OWN 
PATTERN.

| JUST HAVE 
TO CONNECT 
THE DOTS.

<| KNEW 
YOU WERE 
SPECIAL, 

REDHEAD!>

<HA!>



<THAT WAS 
INSANE!> HA

HAHA
HA!

<WE 
BASHED ‘EM 

GOOD!>

<| DON’T 
EVEN KNOW 
WHO YOU 

ARE.>

<BUY ME A 
STRAWBERRY 

MILK…>

<MILK, 
PLEASE.>

<Uh… THIS IS THE 
PART WHERE YOU 
TELL ME YOUR 

NAME.>

<WHAT WAS 
THAT?!>



<SO, 
uh… WHO 

WERE THOSE 
GUYS?>

<THAT’S 
GOOD 
STUFF.>

<THOSE
WEREN’T “GUYS,” 

RORILANE.>
<THEY WERE 

KAPPAS.>

<NOW 
THEY’RE BAD 
TURTLES.>

<ARE…ARE YOU 
SERIOUS?>

<THEY’RE 
COMING OUT 

FROM THE SHADOWS 
LIKE |’VE NEVER 
SEEN. SOMETHING 
REALLY NASTY IS 

COMING…>

<|’M 
AYANE.>

<|’M RORI. 
RORI LANE.>

<YOU WERE 
THERE… 

YOU SAW 
‘EM.>

<CREATURES 
ARE GETTING 
BOLD NOW.>

<| LIKED ‘EM 
BETTER WHEN THEY 
WERE CUTE AND 

HAD LI’L BOWLS ON 
THEIR HEADS.>



<YOU’VE GOTTA 
EXPLAIN TO ME 

WHO THEY WERE 
AND HOW YOU 

KNEW-->

Uh…

<SO, Uh… 
SHOULD WE 
CALL THE 
COPS?>

<“EXCUSE ME, 
HONORABLE OFFICER. 
THREE TURTLE MEN 

WITH SWORDS 
ATTACKED US.”>

<WHAT 
ARE YOU 
GONNA 
SAY?>

<OKAY, 
YOU’RE RIGHT. 
THAT WOULD 

BE NUTS.>

<| JUST… 
| MEAN, | DON’T 
EVEN KNOW HOW 
TO PROCESS WHAT 

HAPPENED.>

*snort*



AYANE?







OUT ALL NIGHT. 
GETTING INTO 

TROUBLE.

SHIT.

MOM’S GONNA KILL 
ME AND | CAN’T 

REALLY BLAME HER.

MAYBE, JUST MAYBE, 
SHE’S STILL ASLEEP 
AND | CAN SLIP IN 

UNNOTICED…

<GOOD 
MORNING!>



MONSTERS 
WITH SWORDS… 

A WARRIOR-GIRL 
WHO SAVED MY 
LIFE… VISIONS… 
WEIRD POWERS.

SHE’S ACTUALLY 
BEING TOO NICE. 
IT’S STRANGE.

NOPE. 
NO DANGER 

AT ALL.

MOM, 
|’M REALLY
SORRY. |--

<| BOUGHT YOU 
A PHONE SO YOU 
CAN CALL AND LET 
ME KNOW YOU’RE 

OUT, OKAY?>

<|’VE GOTTA 
GO. EARLY SHIFT 

AGAIN.>

<YES,
ABSOLUTELY!>

<| DON’T 
WANT TOKYO 
TO GET ALL 
OF YOU SO 

SOON.>

YEAH…

<|’M REALLY 
SORRY IF | 
MADE YOU 
WORRY.>

<WHAT |’M WORRIED 
ABOUT IS YOU MESSING 

UP YOUR INTERNAL CLOCK 
WITH JET LAG SO 

CLOSE TO THE START
 OF THE SCHOOL 

SEMESTER!>

<YOU… 
YOU’RE 
NOT 

MAD?>

<YOU’RE 
YOUNG AND EXCITED. 
IT’S YOUR FIRST TIME 
HERE IN JAPAN AND 
YOU COULDN’T SLEEP. 

| GET IT.>

<WILL 
YOU BE HOME 
FOR DINNER 
TONIGHT?>

<GOOD.>

<SPEAK 
JAPANESE, 
MY LOVE. 

YOU NEED TO 
PRACTICE.>

<| WAS AT 
FIRST, BUT 

| GOT OVER 
IT.>

<TOKYO’S 
A VERY SAFE 
CITY, DEAR. 

| KNEW YOU 
WEREN’T
IN ANY 

DANGER.>



WE WERE ONLY APART 
FOR A YEAR, BUT | CAN 
TELL MOM’S CHANGED.

ON THE SURFACE SHE’S 
SMILING, ACTING LIKE 
EVERYTHING’S OKAY, 

BUT | KNOW IT’S NOT.

SHE’S STRESSED ABOUT 
WORK, PROBABLY STRESSED 

ABOUT MONEY.

| KEEP TRYING TO FIND 
A TIME TO EXPLAIN 

WHAT HAPPENED THE 
OTHER NIGHT, BUT IT 
NEVER FEELS RIGHT.

| DON’T WANT 
TO BE A BOTHER.

THAT GIRL AYANE TALKED 
ABOUT “CREATURES” 

COMING OUT FROM THE 
SHADOWS…

THE MORE | THINK ABOUT 
IT, THE MORE | WONDER 

HOW MUCH OF THAT WHOLE 
THING WAS EVEN REAL.

WAS SHE 
CRAZY?

| DON’T WANT TO 
FREAK HER OUT.

SHE DOESN’T HAVE TIME 
TO WORRY ABOUT ME…

EVERYTHING’S
DIFFERENT NOW.

RORI, PLEASE TAKE THIS PHONE AND USE IT TO LET ME 
KNOW WHERE YOU ARE. HAVE FUN BUT ALSO REMEMBER 
TO GET READY FOR SCHOOL.--MOM



THE NEXT THING 
| KNOW, IT’S TIME 

FOR SCHOOL.

IT FEELS ALL WRONG. IN 
IRELAND, SCHOOL STARTED 

IN SEPTEMBER. HERE IT 
STARTS IN APRIL.

MY BRAIN’S IN SUMMER 
VACATION MODE WHILE 

EVERYONE ELSE IS 
READY TO LEARN.

OH, WELL. 
HERE GOES 
NOTHING…

<GOOD 
MORNING!>

<UH,
HI.>



IT WAS EASY TO 
WOW PEOPLE IN 

IRELAND WITH MY 
JAPANESE 

LANGUAGE SKILLS. 

WELL, THAT’S 
JUST GREAT.

NOW, JUMPING INTO HIGH SCHOOL 
2ND YEAR WITH KIDS WHO LIVE IT 
AND BREATHE IT, | CAN ALREADY 

TELL…|’M AT THE BOTTOM.

THE MORNING 
FEELS LIKE 

AN ETERNITY.

<|… 
|’LL THINK 
ABOUT IT.>

<YOU MAY WANT 
TO CONSIDER DYEING 
IT BROWN OR BLACK 

AND GROWING IT 
OUT SO YOU’RE 
NOT LABELED AS 

A “TROUBLE-
MAKER”.>

<UH…YES. 
IS THERE A 
PROBLEM?>

<YES, 
TEACHER.>

HEH 
HEH.

DID 
HE SAY 
“LOLI?”

HOW 
AWKWARD…

<THERE IS A 
NEW STUDENT 
JOINING US THIS 

SEMESTER.>

<NICE 
TO MEET 

YOU.>

<IS THIS 
YOUR NATURAL 
HAIR COLOR?>

<WE DON’T ALLOW
STRANGE HAIR AT THIS 
SCHOOL. THE PRINCIPAL 

DOESN’T WANT ANY 
“PUNKS” SETTING A 

BAD EXAMPLE.>

<HER NAME 
IS…“ROORI”?>

<MS. LANE, COME 
HERE A MOMENT 
BEFORE YOU HEAD 

FOR LUNCH.>



IT’S ONLY THE FIRST 
DAY. CAN’T LET IT 
FREAK ME OUT.

IT’LL JUST TAKE A BIT 
OF GETTING USED TO.

WHOA… 

THERE’S THAT WEIRD 
FEELING AGAIN. 

EVERYTHING LOOKS 
STRANGE…

WHO 
IS THAT?

WHAT DOES 
IT ALL MEAN?



SHOULD | 
INTRODUCE 

MYSELF?

MAYBE HE’S 
TROUBLE.

IT LOOKS LIKE HE 
GETS IN FIGHTS.

HE’S NOT EATING 
AT ALL? WHAT IS 
WITH THIS GUY?

DID HE 
SEE ME?

OH, SHIT! HERE 
HE COMES!

DON’T LOOK, 
DON’T LOOK, 
DON’T LOOK!

~whew~



CAN’T BELIEVE 
IT’S HAPPENING 

AGAIN…

OKAY…

GOTTA 
FOCUS…

|… | MADE IT 
TO TOKYO…

GOT AWAY FROM 
DAD AND ALL 
HIS BULLSHIT…

WHEN WILL | STOP 
BEING AFRAID?!

OH, GREAT. NOW 
| FEEL SICK…

<EX-EXCUSE 
ME…>

<OH!>

uhhh~

uhhh~



STOP MY 
HEAD FROM 
SPINNING.

MAKE MY 
MARK…

…AND GET 
THROUGH 
ANOTHER 

DAY.

…FOCUS ON 
SOMETHING 

REAL.

YOU’RE A REAL 
PIECE OF WORK, 

RORI LANE.

Nnng~

TRANSLATION:
“ALONE”

MY LITTLE 
CURSE.



THE AFTERNOON GOES 
BY IN A FLASH.

| CAN’T 
KEEP UP.

EVERYONE’S TALKING TOO 
FAST AND THERE ARE 

WAY TOO MANY KANJI | 
DON’T RECOGNIZE.

| FEEL LIKE 
A MORON...

THERE’S THAT 
GUY FROM THE 

CAFETERIA. NO ONE’S 
TALKING TO 
HIM EITHER.

WHERE’S HE 
HEADED?



BUT | CAN’T 
HELP IT.

THERE’S SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT ABOUT 

HIM...

| NEED TO 
FIGURE IT OUT...

...CONNECT 
THE DOTS... 

...FIND OUT 
WHERE HE’S 

GOING.

| SHOULD 
JUST LEAVE 
HIM ALONE...

WHY AM | 
DOING THIS?



IT'S BEAUTIFUL 
AND TERRIFYING.

THERE.



IS HE... 
PRAYING?

OH GOD, 
WHAT IS 

HE--

<ACCEPT 
YOUR 

FATE...>

<SHUT
UP.>

<| KNOW 
ALL YOUR 

LIES.>

<YOU’D 
SAY ANYTHING 
TO ESCAPE.>

<Please…>

<Don’t 
do this, 
child.>

<Urk!>

<|… 
| can give

you access to 
great power,

if you-->





<WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING 
HERE?!>

ohfuck
ohfuckofuck
ohfuck...



<Damn 
it…>

<COME 
BACK 
HERE!>



HE’S A GODDAMN 
MONSTER!

HE’S…

Huff

Huff

Huff
<HOW 

STRANGE?>

<WHAT 
IS SHE 

DOING?>

<IT'S A 
COMET!>

<IS 
IT?>

<SO 
COOL.>

<OH 
MY…>



CRAZY SHIT 
EVERYWHERE…

|’M 
GONNA 

DIE.

THIS CITY’S A 
NIGHTMARE…



<LEAVE ME 
ALONE!>

<You… >

<DON’T RUN 
AWAY!>

FUCK 
YOU!Ng!



<WH-
WHAT 

DID YOU 
DO?!>

<--DON'T 
UNDERSTAND...>

<ARE YOU HERE 
TO PUNISH ME?> <WHAT?! 

NO!>

<| JUST 
NEEDED YOU 
TO STOP.>

<|… | DON’T 
WANT TO HURT 

ANYONE.>

<COULD’VE 
FOOLED ME, 
ASSHOLE.>

<|’M 
SERIOUS.>

WEAKNESS

<| DON’T 
KNOW…BUT IT 

WORKED.>
<|'M 

JUST GOING ON 
INSTINCT...| HAVE 
NO IDEA WHAT 

|'M DOING.>



<THANKFULLY, 
NO ONE WILL 
BELIEVE TWO 
TEENAGERS 

DID ALL THIS. 
LET'S GO.>

<|’M
SHIRAI.>

<RORI.>

<WE’RE 
A COUPLE 
OF FREAKS, 

AREN’T 
WE?>

<| GUESS 
SO…>

<WE'VE GOT 
TO GET OUT 

OF HERE BEFORE 
SOMEONE CALLS 

THE POLICE.>

<| WON’T 
TELL 

ANYONE.>

<| DON’T 
EAT FOOD 
ANYMORE.>

<| TRY 
TO PICK BAD 
SPIRITS...TRY 
TO KEEP MY 

ANGER UNDER 
CONTROL...>

<|’M VERY, VERY SORRY. 
| WAS ANGRY BECAUSE 
YOU SAW WHAT | DID. 

THE ENERGY TOOK 
HOLD OF ME.>

<|’M 
ASHAMED. 
AFRAID… >

<| KNEW THERE 
WAS SOMETHING 
‘MORE’ ABOUT 

YOU.>

<YOU’RE PART
OF A LARGER 
PATTERN |’M 

TRYING TO PIECE 
TOGETHER.>

<|…|’M 
CURSED.>

<| COULD 
FEEL IT. 
| STILL 
DO.>

<GOOD. |’LL 
KEEP YOUR 

SECRET 
TOO.>

<| NEED
TO KEEP THIS 
THING IN ME 

HIDDEN.>

<IF | DON’T 
FEED ON SPIRIT 
ENERGY…|’LL 

DIE.>



<BUT 
TWO FREAKS 

TOGETHER ARE 
BETTER THAN 

ONE ALL 
ALONE…>







THE AIR IS 
CHANGING... 

| CAN 
FEEL IT.



IT’S LIKE EVERYTHING 
AROUND ME IS 

HOLDING ITS BREATH... 
WAITING...

| WISH | COULD 
TALK TO HER...

TELL HER WHAT’S 
GOING ON.

“HEY MOM, 
YOU’LL BE HAPPY 
TO KNOW THAT | 
MADE A FRIEND 

YESTERDAY.” 

“HE TRIED TO 
KILL ME AFTER | 
SAW HIM EATING 

A SPIRIT.”

“WHICH HAPPENED 
BECAUSE |’VE BEEN 
SEEING INVISIBLE 

GLOWING LINES IN 
THE AIR THAT LEAD 
ME TO IMPORTANT 

PLACES OR 
TERRIFYING 

SUPERNATURAL 
SHIT...”

“YOU KNOW...
JAPAN-STUFF...”

“AND SOMETIMES, WHEN 
THAT SHIT GETS REALLY 
BAD, |’M COMPELLED TO 
DRAW KANJI SYMBOLS 
THAT DESTROY THINGS 

OR HURT PEOPLE.”

THE SILENCE 
BEFORE THE 

STORM.

<RORI, 
| HAVE TO 

GO!>

<YOUR
LUNCH IS READY 

ON THE 
COUNTER. DON’T 

FORGET IT.>

<OKAY.>

<HAVE
A--> <--GOOD 

DAY...>



NOTHING | LEARNED 
ABOUT THIS COUNTRY 
COULD PREPARE ME 

FOR ACTUALLY BEING 
HERE...LIVING HERE.

YEAH,
JAPAN-
STUFF...

<SMALL 
TALK 

SUCKS.>
<YEAH... 

BUT | DON’T 
KNOW HOW 

TO START OR 
WHAT TO 

SAY.>

<OKAY THEN, 
|’LL JUST GET 

TO IT...>

<WHAT KIND 
OF MAGIC DO 
YOU HAVE?>

| KNOW |’M A 
“FOREIGNER”.

| KNOW | DON’T 
FIT IN AND THAT 

THINGS ARE 
HAPPENING TO 
ME | DON’T 
UNDERSTAND.

BUT AFTER 
YESTERDAY | CAN AT 
LEAST TAKE HEART IN 
THE FACT THAT |’M 
NOT THE ONLY ONE.

<NICE.>

<SO.>
<HOW

 ‘BOUT THAT 
LOCAL SPORTS 

TEAM?>

<SO...>



<“THINGS YOU 
CAN DO THAT 

NORMAL PEOPLE 
CAN’T” DOESN’T 
QUITE ROLL OFF 

THE TONGUE, 
RIGHT?>

<| DON’T 
KNOW...WHAT 
ELSE WOULD 

YOU CALL 
IT?>

<COULD 
BE...>

<NO. |...
| DON’T EVEN 
KNOW WHAT 
TRIGGERS IT.>

<|...| SAW 
A BUNCH OF 

GLOWING STRINGS 
SWIRLING AROUND YOU 
YESTERDAY. THAT’S 
WHY | FOLLOWED 

YOU TO THE 
SHRINE.>

<SERIOUSLY?>

<|’VE BEEN 
SEEING THINGS...
THINGS | KNOW 
NO ONE ELSE 

CAN SEE.>

<PATHWAYS... 
PATTERNS.>

<SYMBOLS 
TOO, LIKE 
THE KANJI 
| WROTE ON 

YOUR FOREHEAD 
TO MAKE 
YOU CALM 
DOWN.>

<ANYWAY... 
IT’S HARD TO 

EXPLAIN.>

<FINE, FINE. 
IT JUST SOUNDS 

WEIRD. >

<“MAGIC?”>

<IT SOUNDS 
LIKE YOU’RE 
PICKING UP 
ON SPIRIT 
ENERGY.>

<CAN 
YOU SEE 

ANY OF IT 
NOW?>



<WHAT 
THE FUCK 

WAS 
THAT?!>

HA
HAHAHA
HAHA!

<| 
THOUGHT 
SCARING 

YOU MIGHT 
ACTIVATE 

IT...>
<WORTH A 

SHOT 
ANYWAY.>

<LOOK,
THE POINT IS 
| WAS MEANT 
TO MEET YOU. 
| CAN FEEL 

IT.>

<YOU 
COULD’VE 
ASKED...>

<WOULDN’T 
HAVE BEEN A 

VERY EFFECTIVE 
SCARE THEN, 
WOULD IT?>

<IT’S PART
 OF SOMETHING 
BIGGER, | JUST 
DON’T KNOW 
WHAT IT IS 

YET.> <YOU DON’T 
THINK IT MIGHT 
JUST BE A CRAZY 
COINCIDENCE?>

<| DON’T 
KNOW...|’M 
NOT BIG ON 
“DESTINY.” >



<| POLITELY 
DISAGREE.>

<THERE ARE NO 
COINCIDENCES...>

<YES.>

<A TEMPEST 
POISED...EAGER 
TO WASH US 

AWAY.>

<A DARK 
SKY.>

<EVERYTHING 
HAPPENS IN 

ITS INTENDED 
ORDER...>

<...AND THOSE 
WHO CAN SEE 
THEIR TRUE 

PATH ARE WISE 
INDEED.>

<SO...
WHAT DO YOU 

SEE?>

<YOU’RE 
PARANOID, 

OLD NEIGHBOR. 
YOU MISTAKE 
YOUR OWN 

FEARS FOR THE 
FEARS OF US 

ALL.>

<WE’VE 
ENDURED 
WORSE 
THAN 
THIS.>



<THIS IS EXACTLY 
WHAT |’M TALKING 

ABOUT...>

<SEE 
OUR PLACE 

ON THE 
PATH.>

SERIOUSLY?

<IT WILL 
ATTEMPT TO 

GATHER OTHERS, 
AS IT ALWAYS 

DOES.>

<IT’S 
IMPERATIVE 

THAT WE MEET 
THIS THREAT 
HEAD ON, 
AND-->

<WHY 
WOULD YOU 
BRING THAT 

HERE?!>

<A 
TOTEM OF THE 

ENEMY!>

<THREE KAPPA 
WERE SLAIN LAST 

WEEK IN IKEBUKURO 
BY POWERFUL 

MAGIC.>

<IT’S 
A ROGUE 

WEAVER. |’M 
SURE OF 

IT.>
<NEW 

MAGIC.>

<IT’S TIME 
TO GROW UP... 

GET WITH 
THE TIMES...>

<IT’S A 
SYMBOL OF THE 

PLAGUE!>



{SIGH}

<THIS IS 
DUMB. YOU’RE 
TALKING TO 

CATS.>

AND YOU EAT GHOSTS, SO SHUT 
THE FUCK UP AND LET’S SEE 

WHERE THEY’RE GOING.

<WHO’S 
“AYANE?”>

<YOU 
FORGOT TO 
MENTION 

THAT.>

<WEIRD 
GIRL | RAN INTO 
ABOUT A WEEK 

AGO. WE...UH...WE 
FOUGHT TURTLE 

MONSTERS.>

<HEY THERE, 
KITTIES.>

<DO 
YOU KNOW 
AYANE?>

<DO YOU 
KNOW WHERE 

SHE IS?>

<OKAY...
THIS IS A BIT 

WEIRD.>

<UHHH...>

<HIGH-FIVE 
IT...GIVE IT 
OUR PHONE 
NUMBER.>

<WELL, 
WELL...>

<WE’VE GOT 
COMPANY...>

<| WAS 
GETTING
TO IT.>

<YEAH, 
BUT AT THIS

 POINT | THINK 
WE NEED TO 
EMBRACE THE 

WEIRD...>



MOM TOLD ME 
THAT PAST THE 

GLITTERING 
HIGH RISES AND 

HISTORIC 
TEMPLES THE 
TOURISTS SEE, 
THIS IS THE 

“OTHER” TOKYO.

WRECKED OLD 
BUILDINGS, 

ABANDONED 
CONSTRUCTION 

SITES...

CREEPY PILES OF 
URBAN DECAY...

<WELL, THIS 
PLACE LOOKS 
INVITING...>



...THINGS 
BETTER LEFT 
FORGOTTEN.



WHERE’D SHE 
COME FROM?

<AYANE?>

<CRAZY 
BONES!>

<GET
‘IM!!>



<WHO THE 
FUCK 

ARE YOU?>

<NAME-TIME 
AFTER 

PLAY-TIME...>



<HEY, 
KID...ARE YOU 

OKAY?>

<NO 
PEEKING!>

<LET 
GO!>

<...Huh?>

Please 
don’t be dead, 
whoever you 

are.
|...| don’t 

think | could 
handle that 
right now.



<SHAKE 
ALL YOU WANT, 

MR. CRAZY BONES, 
BUT YOU’RE NOT 
GONNA WIN!>

<IT’S... 
IT’S A BIT 
HARD TO 
EXPLAIN...>

<|’m 
fine...>

<Wha-
What’s going 

on?>



<OKAY, YOU 
HAD YOUR 

FUN...> <NOW IT’S
MY TURN, BONE 

BITCH.>

<BAD 
SKELETON!>

<BAD!>
<What are 
you doing in 
my house?>

<WE’VE 
GOTTA 
GET--> <WAIT 

A SEC...
 YOU LIVE 

HERE?>



<MY 
UNIFORM’S 
TRASHED.>

<FUCK!>

<YOU 
DIDN’T SEE 

THAT, 
OKAY?>

Uh...



<NO, IT’S NOT. 
DID YOU TELL 
THIS CRAZY 
CHICK ABOUT 

ME?!>

<CALM DOWN, 
SHIRAI. IT’S NOT 

LIKE THAT.>

<RORI 
LOVES KEEPING 

SECRETS...>

<|’M 
STANDING 

RIGHT HERE, 
RAGE 
DICK.>

<NO, 
BUT YOU DID 

A PRETTY GOOD 
JOB SHOWING OFF 
HERE ANYWAY, 

SO WHAT’S 
IT MATTER 
NOW?!>

<WHAT WAS 
| SUPPOSED 
TO DO?! LET 
THE KID GET 
KILLED?!>

<IF YOU 
THREATEN HER, 
|’LL BITE YOUR 

EYES OUT.>

<LEMME 
ASK AGAIN... 
WHO ARE 

YOU?>

<What’s 
your 

name?>

<MY NAME’S 
AYANE, 

ANGRY BOY.>

<RORI AND | 
ARE MONSTER 

MASHERS!>
<WE MASH 
MONSTERS. 

IT’S A 
THING.>

<RIGHT.>

<...IF NIKAIDO 
IS OKAY. THAT’S 

A BIT MORE 
IMPORTANT-->

<BESIDES, WE 
NEED TO FIND 
OUT IF THIS 

KID...>
<N...

NIKAIDO.>



<ANGER 
IS BAD.>

<OKAY, | DON’T 
KNOW WHAT HE 
JUST DID BUT 
THAT’S CREEPY 

AS FUCK.>

Uh...



WHAT AM 
| DOING?

|’M NOT 
A LEADER.

|’M THE 
FURTHEST 

THING FROM 
A LEADER...

<WE 
HAVE TO 
ACCEPT 
THAT.>

<AYANE. 
FOCUS.>

<WE’RE SAFE 
FOR NOW, AND 
THAT’S WHAT’S 
IMPORTANT, 

RIGHT?>

<YES.>

<WE...WE’VE 
GOTTA STAY 
FOCUSED.>

<NIKAIDO, ARE YOU 
ALRIGHT?>

<WE DON’T 
KNOW HOW 

THIS HAPPENED 
OR WHAT’S 
GOING ON...>

<oopsie.>

<...BUT ALL 
OF US ARE 

PART OF THIS 
NOW.>



| CAN’T HANDLE THIS 
RESPONSIBILITY.

...OH GOD, WHAT 
HAVE | GOT 

MYSELF INTO?

THEY THINK 
|’M STUPID...

USELESS.

THEY--

THEY 
HATE 
ME.

<| 
THINK...>

<| THINK WE 
SHOULD MEET UP 
TOMORROW AND 

MAKE A PLAN. FIND 
A WAY TO GET IN 
FRONT OF THIS... 

WHATEVER 
IT IS.>

<GOOD IDEA, 
RORILANE.>

<YEAH.>
<|

AGREE.>

<OOOOH~ 
DOES THIS 

MEAN WE GET 
A TEAM 
NAME?>

<OH, 
HELL
NO.>



SOMEWHERE IN 
ASAKUSA SAN CHOME--

<GOOD 
AFTERNOON, 

EIJI.>

<GOOD 
AFTERNOON.>

<HOW’S 
YOUR 

DAUGHTER 
DOING?>

<HAPPY KID 
MEANS HAPPY 
PARENTS, YOU 

KNOW?>

<BETTER. OUR 
DOCTOR GAVE HER 

A NEW PRESCRIPTION 
AND SHE’S SLEEPING 

THROUGH THE 
NIGHT NOW.>

<OH YES, 
| KNOW.>

<WHEN’S 
YOUR 

DAUGHTER 
COMING TO 

VISIT?>

<OH, 
| SEE.>

<|, UH, 
| REALLY DON’T 
KNOW. SHE’S 

QUITE HAPPY IN 
IRELAND WITH 
HER FATHER.>

<Stay 
calm...>

<always 
calm.>



<IT’S 
TIME FOR 
WORK...>







YESTERDAY | SAW A 
GIANT SKELETON-GHOST 
GET SMASHED TO PIECES.

TODAY |’M STUCK 
IN HOME ROOM.

EVERY MOMENT | SIT 
HERE | FEEL LIKE |’M 

LIVING A LIE.



PRETENDING 
EVERYTHING 
IS NORMAL.

TRYING TO FIT INTO THIS 
WEIRD LITTLE GREENHOUSE 
WHERE THEY PLANT US ALL 
IN ROWS AND FORCE US TO 

GROW STRAI--

<|’M SORRY, 
TEACHER.>

<SORRY 
ONLY WORKS IF 
YOU INTEND TO 
CORRECT YOUR 

MISTAKE.>
<|...|’LL 
TRY.>

<FINE, 
GO.>

<YOU DID RELATIVELY 
WELL ON YOUR ENTRANCE 
EXAM, BUT THIS LACK OF 

ATTENTION DOES NOT
 BODE WELL.>

<YOU CAN’T 
AFFORD TO FALL 
BEHIND YOUR 

PEERS.>

<WERE YOU 
SLEEPING WITH 

YOUR EYES 
OPEN?>

<N--NO, 
TEACHER.>

WHAT?!

<MISS 
LANE!> <DO 

YOU HEAR 
ME?>

Oh, 
shit…



THIS SUPERNATURAL 
STUFF IS MESSING 
WITH MY MIND.

IT’S ALL CONSUMING... 
FOLLOWING ME 
WHEREVER | GO.

<DO WHAT 
NOW?>

<IF A CAT 
CAN GO THERE, 
THEN SO CAN 

|.>

<| NEED 
TO DROP STUFF 

OFF AT HOME AND 
TELL MY MOM |’M 

GOING OUT.>

<HMMM...
THAT’S GREAT 

AND ALL, BUT IT’S 
NOT ACTUALLY 
TIME FOR OUR 

MEETING.>
<NO?>

<|’LL 
COME WITH 

YOU. MOTHERS 
LOVE ME!>

<| BET.>

JAYSUS!

<OKAY, 
FEARLESS LEADER 
RORILANE, |’M 

READY!>

<STOP 
DOING 
THAT!>

<NO.
YOU’RE TOO 

EARLY.>

<SPEAKING
 OF WHICH, HOW 

DO YOU DO 
THAT?>

<THE 
WHOLE 

‘APPEAR OUT 
OF FUCKING 
NOWHERE’ 

THING!>



<OH! 
WHO’S 
THIS?>

<MY NAME
IS AYANE, MRS. 

RORILANE--
MOM!>>

<PLEASE, 
CALL ME 
“SANAE”.> <OKAY!>

<WE 
WILL PURCHASE 
MANUFACTURED 

GOODS!>

<| WAS JUST 
ABOUT TO 

LEAVE A NOTE 
ACTUALLY.>

<SO, 
WHAT’S 

YOUR MOM 
DO?>

<SHE’S A 
SEAMSTRESS 
WORKING IN A 
FACTORY. LONG 
HOURS. WEIRD 

SHIFTS.>

<SOUNDS 
CRAPPY.>

<IT IS.>

*|’M HOME!

<--WALK 
THROUGH THE 

DOOR.>

<| NEVER 
KNOW WHEN 
SHE’S GOING 

TO-->

TADAIMA!*

<AYANE 
AND | ARE... 
UH... GOING 
SHOPPING.>



<| LOVE 
YOU!>

<| LOVE 
YOU SO 
MUCH...>

SHE’S 
STRANGE, BUT 

AMUSING. YEAH, 
| KNOW.

| WAS
GOING TO 

MENTION IT 
BEFORE, 
BUT--

DON’T WORRY. 
|’M JUST HAPPY 
YOU’RE MAKING 

FRIENDS.

<STAY INSIDE 
THE MALL, BOTH 

OF YOU.>

<WE’LL 
BE CAREFUL, 

MOM.>

<DON’T 
WORRY. |’LL 

PROTECT YOUR 
DAUGHTER FROM 
LIGHTNING AND 
OTHER WEATHER--

RELATED 
DANGERS!>

<THE WEATHER 
REPORTS ARE JUST 

AWFUL. THUNDERSTORMS. 
RECORD RAINFALL.>

<LOVE 
YOU TOO!>



<GOD’AMMIT.>

<FINE.>

<IF NOT 
YOU, THEN 

WHO?>

<OKAY...
YOU’RE THE 

LEADER.> <NO! 
|’M NOT

IN CHARGE.  
|...>

<OKAY, 
RORI.>

<BUT YOU 
TOLD YOUR 

MOM-->

<NO, 
WE’RE 
NOT.>

<THAT WAS 
JUST AN 

EXCUSE TO 
GO OUT.>

<WE’RE GOING 
SHOPPING!>

<YOU SAID 
WE SHOULD 

MEET UP AND 
HERE WE 

ARE.>

<WHAT’S 
THE PLAN?>



<LOOK, EVERYONE NEEDS TO 
DISH ON WHAT THEY KNOW 
ABOUT THE SUPERNATURAL 

SO WE’RE ALL ON THE 
SAME PAGE.>

<AYANE,
YOU GO 
FIRST.>

<ANYONE?>

<OKAY, 
WHO’S
NEXT?> <HOLY 

SHIT...THAT’S 
ALL WE’VE 

GOT?>

<YOU TOLD
ME YOU SAW 

PATTERNS, THAT 
ALL THIS WAS 
CONNECTED 
SOMEHOW.>

<SO, WHAT 
DO YOU SEE 

NOW? WHERE 
SHOULD WE 

GO?>

<GIVE 
ME A SEC 
HERE...>

<SOMETHING IS 
RILING ALL THESE 

CREATURES UP.>

<ISN’T IT 
OBVIOUS? CAN’T 

YOU SMELL 
IT?> <THEY’RE 

HUNTING.>



<LET’S
GO.>

<SHE’S 
RIGHT.

<YOU WANTED DIRECTION, 
MR. ANGRY EYEBROWS. 
YOU CAN’T COMPLAIN.>

<ISN’T THIS 
ALL A BIT TOO 
CONVENIENT?>

<THERE’S 
A TRAIL.>



THE GLOWING 
THREADS ARE 
EVERYWHERE, 

LEADING US 
TOWARDS THE 
UNKNOWN.

|’M NOT 
FOLLOWING IT 

THIS TIME...

...IT’S 
PULLING 

ME.

BUT IT FEELS 
DIFFERENT. URGENT.

<|’VE GOT A FEELING WHATEVER 
THIS IS, IT’S GONNA BE MESSY.>

<NO IDEA, BUT |’M GLAD | GRABBED A SPIRIT 
SNACK BEFORE THIS LITTLE SCAVENGER HUNT.><IS RORI 

GONNA BE 
OKAY?>

<AWW, 
SHE LOOKS 
SO PRETTY 
WHEN SHE’S 
ALL ZONED 

OUT...>



A PERFECT 
HIDING PLACE 
NEAR THE CITY.

DECOMMISSIONED 
SUBWAY TUNNELS 
BENEATH UENO 

PARK.

<WHEREVER 
WE’RE GOING, IT’S 

IN THERE.>

<THE 
THREADS GO 
HERE, BUT 

THE GRATE’S 
LOCKED.>

<NOT FOR 
LONG...>

<HOW 
DO WE KNOW 
THIS ISN’T 

SOME KINDA 
TRAP?>

<SHUT 
UP...>



|’M TRYING TO KEEP 
CALM BUT MY 

HEART IS RACING.

THE DEEPER WE GO, 
THE WORSE THE 

ANTICIPATION GETS.

THE ENERGY IS POWERFUL 
ENOUGH THAT NOW EVERYONE 
CAN SEE A GLOWING PATHWAY 
WINDING OUT IN FRONT OF US.

| WANT TO RUN, 
BUT WE’VE 

COME TOO FAR.

WHATEVER 
LIES AHEAD...



...WE HAVE 
TO FACE IT 
TOGETHER.



...WE HAVE 
TO FACE IT 
TOGETHER.



| DON’T 
UNDERSTAND...

...WHY DO THE 
THREADS LEAD 
HERE...TO THAT 

MAN?!

<A FUCKING 
AMBUSH!>

There’s so 
many...

<| 
KNEW 
IT!>

<WHO 
CARES?!>

<WE’RE 
AWESOME 
AND THEY 

SUCK!>



<YOU’RE 
AN 

IDIOT!>

<SEE?! THAT’S 
EXACTLY WHAT 

|’M TALKING 
ABOUT!>

<EVERY-
THING YOU SAY
IS A VILLAIN

LINE!>

<REALLY?!>

<YOU 
TURTLE-BOYS 

REALLY NEED TO 
EXPAND YOUR 

VOCABULARY PAST 
CHEESY ACTION 

MOVIES...>

<“YOU’LL 
PAY FOR 

THAT” IS SO 
CORNY!>



<|’VE 
GOT SOME FOR 
EVERYBODY!!>

<THIS ONE 
IS POWERFUL... 
SURROUND 

HIM!>

<YOU ENTER 
OUR HOME... 
TRY TO KILL 

US?>
<WE WILL 
DEVOUR 

YOU!>

<SURE, 
GET IN 

NICE AND 
CLOSE...>

<Oh 
shit...>



NONE OF THIS IS 
COINCIDENCE...

WHY WERE WE 
BROUGHT HERE?

HOW DOES IT FIT 
THE PATTERN?

WHY 
NOW?

<STAY 
WITH 
US!>

<RORILANE,
NO!>

<NO 
LICKING, 
FILTHY>

<EH?!>



| NEED TO 
KNOW!

<|... 
|...>

<ARE YOU 
SCARED 
YET?>

<STOP 
HER!>

<YOU 
SHOULD 

BE.>



<NO.>

<CALM.>

<SAFE.>

<DON’T 
LET THE 
BOY GET 
AWAY!>

<NOWHERE
IS SAFE...>





<HOLY 
FUCKING SHIT...
WHAT THE FUCK 

WAS THAT?>

<SORRY...>

<|’M
SORRY...>

<|’M...>



<WHAT?!>
<WHO...

WHO ARE 
YOU TALKING 

ABOUT...?>

Mom!

<WHY’D 
YOU BRING 
ME HERE?!>

<Don’t die, 
you bastard.>

uhhhh~

|... | 
apologize for 

the... 
deception...
the weave is 
precious.

<WHOSE 
DEFENSES?>

Had 
to lead you 
away... Bring 
you here...

Cut ties. 
Lower her 
defenses...

<| need 
answers...>

<WHO ARE 
YOU?>

WHO...

AND THEN, THE 
STORM ERUPTS 
AND SUDDENLY, 

| KNOW...



<ENTER 
AND BE AT 
PEACE...>

<WHY AM | 
NOT 

SURPRISED?>



<HOW KIND
OF YOU TO INVITE 
ME IN... IT’S REALLY 
MUCH EASIER THAT 

WAY... SAVES 
TIME.>

<WHICH IS 
GOOD, BECAUSE 
WE HAVE SO 
MUCH TO 

DISCUSS, DON’T 
WE?>







<“THAT’S NOT 
YOU, MY DEAR.>

<“YOU’VE 
GLIMPSED THE 

WIDER 
WATERS.>

<“YOU KNOW JUST 
HOW PRECIOUS THE 

THREADS THAT 
BIND ALL OF US 

TOGETHER ARE…>

<“BUT YOU 
PULLED THEM 

ANYWAY...>

<“THE FROG IN THE 
WELL KNOWS NOT OF 
THE GREAT OCEAN.”>

<“THAT’S THE OLD 
PROVERB, RIGHT 
SANAE-SAN?>



<“SO, THE OBVIOUS 
QUESTION LEFT 
LINGERING IS...>

<“WHY DID 
YOU ALTER 
THE GREAT 
PATTERN?>

<“WHAT ARE 
YOU TRYING 
TO HIDE?>

<“AND WHAT WILL WE 
NEED TO DO TO YOU 

TO RECEIVE THOSE 
PERTINENT ANSWERS?”>

<“WHY?>



PLEASE.

GOD.

SPIRITS.

HELP ME 
SAVE MY 
MOM.

ANYTHING.



<JUST 
GIMME A 
SEC TO 
FUEL
UP.>

<OKAY...>

<WE HAVE 
TO FOLLOW 

HER, PROTECT 
HER!>

<ONE SEC 
SHE’S YELLING, 

THEN SHE’S JUST... 
GONE!>

<WHERE 
THE FUCK 
DID RORI 

GO?!>
<|'m so 
sorry...> <TRY 

TO STAY 
CALM AND 

DON’T DO THAT 
THING AGAIN... 
WHATEVER THE 

FUCK THAT 
WAS.>

<| KNOW 
YOU ARE, 
NIKAIDO.>

<THE SKY’S 
ANGRY! IT’S 
ALL BAD!>

<RORILANE’S 
GOING HOME!>



PLEASE...

<WHAT WAS 
THAT?!>

<A 
TYPHOON!>

<MY 
UMBRELLA!>



<WELCOME 
HOME.>



<WELCOME 
HOME.>



<RORI!>
<RUN! 

GET TO-->

Nn...



<GET 
HER!>

<SANAE TRIED 
TO OBFUSCATE 
YOU, TAKE YOU 
OUT OF THE 
PATTERN...>

<BY THE 
GODS, | SEE 

IT NOW!>

<YOU’RE HER 
DAUGHTER...A 
HALF-BREED 
WEAVER...>

<IT’S BEEN 
YOU ALL 
ALONG!>

<...BUT 
HERE YOU 

ARE...>



<NOW | KNOW WE’VE STARTED 
OFF ON A VERY BAD FOOT 

HERE, BUT LET ME ASSURE YOU 
THAT | WANT US TO BE 

FRIENDS.>

<|... 
|...>

Don’t be 
hasty...

<KILL 
HER. DO IT 

NOW.>

<SHE BROKE 
THE RULES 

AND HAD TO BE 
PUNISHED.>

<BUT THAT’S 
NOT YOUR FAULT. 
YOU AND | CAN 
START FRESH.>

<YOUR 
MOTHER WAS AN 

ASSOCIATE OF MINE. 
HER JOB WAS VERY 

IMPORTANT.>

<MANY
OF MY ALLIES 
ARE AFRAID 
OF WHAT YOU 
REPRESENT. >

<THEY’RE
AFRAID OF 

PROGRESS...>

<YOU SEE 
THAT?>



Nothing...

<Nothing.>
<It just 

happened...| 
don’t know 

how.>

<WHAT DID 
SHE TEACH YOU 

ABOUT THE 
WEAVE?>

<WHAT DID 
SHE TELL YOU 
ABOUT THE 

LOOM?>

Please...|... 
| don’t 

understand...

<BUT, IN ORDER 
TO DO THAT, | NEED 
TO ASK YOU SOME 

IMPORTANT 
QUESTIONS...>

<| KNOW THIS 
IS DIFFICULT 
FOR YOU...>

<LET’S MOVE 
PAST IT. BUILD 

SOMETHING 
BETTER.>

<Please...>

<IF YOUR MOTHER 
DIDN’T SHOW YOU 
THESE GIFTS, THEN 

WHO DID?>

<ARE THERE... 
OTHERS?>

<SHE 
COULDN’T 

HAVE DONE IT 
WITHOUT 

TRAINING!>

<LIAR!>





<SLAY 
THEM 
ALL!>

<LET HER 
GO, YOU FUCKING 

PRICKS!>

<So 
many so 
soon...>

<OOF!>



BURNING 
FLESH.

ALL OF IT 
ECHOES 

AROUND ME.

DISTANT.

|'M 
ALONE.

FADING.

SCREAMS.



A--

--LONE?

“WE.”

ALONE.

<WE NEED 
TO GET THE 

FUCK OUT OF 
HERE!>

Ayane?



WE’RE IN THIS 
TOGETHER.

<HE’S 
WITH 
ME.>

<NO.>

<WEAR
 HIM DOWN, 
THEN GUT 

HIM!>

<THE BOY IS 
STRONG!>

DESTRUCTIONDESTRUCTION





<IT'S STILL 
BURNING!>

<GET 
THE CROWD 

BACK!>

<ARE THERE 
ANY 

WITNESSES?>
<PLEASE 

KEEP 
WALKING.>

<DID
YOU SEE THE 
EXPLOSION?>

<WHAT 
HAPPENED?>

<SEARCH IN 
PAIRS!>

<LOOK FOR 
SURVIVORS!>

<CAREFUL... 
CAREFUL!>



<STILL 
ALIVE!> <LUCKY 

BASTARD!>



<WHERE 
ARE THE 
OTHERS?>

<What 
happened?>



<THEY’RE 
GON E ... >









<128 MILLION PEOPLE...
INCLUDING MEMEM .E.E >

<IT’S THE ONLY HOME 
|’VE EVER KNOWN.>

<| CAN’T IMAGINE 
LIVING ANYWHERE 

ELSE.>

<AS THE SUN RISES AND 
A NEW DAY BEGINS, | FEEL 
THE ROUTINE OF MY LIFE 

TAKE HOLD.TAKE HOLD.TAKE HOLD >

<TIRING, 
REPETITIVE... >

<...| FEAR IT WILL 
NEVER CHANGENEVER CHANGENEVER CHANG .E.E >

THREE MONTHS 
LATER.

*TRANSLATED FROM JAPANESE

<J<J< APANJAPANJ .APAN.APAN >*



<FATHER WORKS IN 
A CONSTRUCTION 

OFFICE.>

<MOTHER STAYS 
HOME TO TAKE 
CARE OF MY 

BABY BROTHER.>

<QUIET, 
OBEDIENT... >

<AS | TRAVEL 
TO SCHOOL, | 

IGNORE THE PEOPLE 
AROUND ME AND 

ESCAPE INTO 
MANGA STORIES.>

<...“A PROPER 
JAPANESE GIRLJAPANESE GIRLJAPANESE GIR ”
ACCORDING TO 

FATHER.>

<THE GIRLS ARE SO 
BEAUTIFULBEAUTIFULBEAUTIFU . THEIR LIVES 

ARE EXCITINGEXCITINGEXCITIN .G.G >

<| SECRETLY 
WANT TO BE 
LIKE THEM.>

<|’M THEIR DUTIFUL 
TEENAGE DAUGHTER.>



<GOING TO SCHOOL EACH 
DAY IS TEDIOUS. | HAVE 

TOO MUCH TIME TO THINK 
ABOUT THE FUTUREFUTUREFUTUR .E.E >

<IT’S A BIT DEPRESSING 
WHEN YOU REALIZE YOUR 
WHOLE LIFE IS ALREADY 

PLANNED OUT.T.T >

<MOM WANTS 
ME TO FINISH 
COLLEGE AND 

FIND A 
SUCCESSFUL BOY 

TO MARRY.Y.Y>

<SIMPLE 
AND 

SAFE.>

<| FOLLOW 
THE ROUTE 
|’VE BEEN 
GIVENGIVENGIVE .N.N >

<WHAT ELSE 
CAN | DO?>

<IT’S THE 
ONLY THING 
|’M GOOD 

AT.AT.AT>

<| WALK TO 
THE TRAINTRAINTRAI .N.N >

<EACH DAY IS 
A PATTERNPATTERNPATTER .N.N >

<| GO TO 
SCHOOL. >

<| HEAD HOME EACH 
NIGHT, FINISH MY STUDIES, 

AND GO TO SLEEP.AND GO TO SLEEP.AND GO TO SLEEP >



<MY NAME IS 
OHARA EMI..I..I . >

<...AND WHAT YOU 
SEE HERE IS MY 
ENTIRE LIFEENTIRE LIFEENTIRE LIF .E.E >





<NO 
WAY!>

<AT LUNCHTIME, 
MY FRIENDS 

SHARE GOSSIP OR 
PINE OVER BOYS.>

<MY STOMACH IS 
CLENCHED IN 

KNOTSKNOTSKNOT . MY HEAD S. MY HEAD S
FEELS HOT.T.T >

<| CAN’T STOP 
THINKING ABOUT 
THAT LORI GIRLLORI GIRLLORI GIR . >

<| MET HER 
ONCE, JUST 
IN PASSING.>

<EX-
EXCUSE 
ME... > <OH!>

<UH...
PARDON 

ME.>
<EH?>

<OHARA, 
YOU 

OKAY?>

<YEAH. 
| HEARD SHE 

AND THAT UGLY 
BOY FELL IN 

LOVE AND WENT 
ON A MURDER 

CRIME 
SPREE. >

<THEY 
BLEW UP HER 

APARTMENT BUILDING 
WITH EXPLOSIVES 
AND RAN AWAY 

TOGETHER TO THE 
AOKIGAHARA SUICIDE 

FOREST. >

<| HEARD 
THAT TOO!> <SO 

SCARY!>

<DID YOU 
KNOW THEY’RE 

STILL SEARCHING 
FOR THOSE TWO 

MISSING 
STUDENTS?>

<WHO?>

<| THINK 
THE FOREIGN 
GIRL’S NAME 
WAS “LORI.” 
THE ONE IN 

7-B. >



<SHE WAS PRETTY 
WITH HER SHORT 
RED HAIR. | WAS 
JEALOUS OF THE 

COLOR.>

<BUT THE LOOK ON HER 
FACEFACEFAC ...EVEN THOUGH IT E...EVEN THOUGH IT E

WAS ONLY FOR A 
MOMENT, | KNEW SHE T, | KNEW SHE T
WAS VERY UPSET.T.T >

<COULD SHE DO 
THOSE TERRIBLE 

THINGS?>

<IS SHE 
DEAD?>?>?

<IT’S A MANGA 
ROMANCE WITHOUT 

AN ENDINGENDINGENDIN .G.G >
<STAR-CROSSED 

LOVERS WHO DIED 
TOGETHERTOGETHERTOGETHE .R.R >

<MY HANDS ARE 
SHAKINGSHAKINGSHAKIN .G.G > 

<WHY DOES IT 
BOTHER ME SO 

MUCH?>



<AFTER SCHOOL | 
ALWAYS TAKE THE SAME 

ROUTE HOME.> <ON TUESDAYS AND 
THURSDAYS | STOP 

AT A STORE TO BUY 
SOME GASHAPONGASHAPONGASHAPO .N.N >

<FATHER SAYS THE 
TINY PLASTIC TOYS 
ARE CHILDISHCHILDISHCHILDIS , BUT H, BUT H

| LIKE THEM.>

<THEY’RE SO 
CUTE AND 
DELICATEDELICATEDELICAT .E.E >

<EACH ONE MANUFACTURED 
TO FIT INSIDE A PERFECT 

LITTLE BUBBLE.E.E >

<JUST 
LIKE ME.>

<IT FEELS...
WARM?>?>?

<WHAT WAS 
THAT?THAT?THAT >?>?

Uh...



<SOON ENOUGH, 
IT’S DINNER TIME.>

<FATHER TALKS 
ABOUT WORK 

ON THE 
CONSTRUCTION 

SITE.>

<MOTHER 
FEEDS THE 

BABY.>

<HOMEWORK, A 
BATH, AND IT’S 
TIME FOR BED.TIME FOR BED.TIME FOR BED >

<TODAY’S PATTERN WAS THE 
SAME BUT, FOR SOME REASON, 
THINGS FELT A BIT DIFFERENT.T.T >

<| HAVE TO 
STOP WORRYING 

AND JUST-->
<WHA--?>



<IT’S YOU... 
LORI!>

<ARE YOU
A GHOST?>

<MY NAME IS 
OHARA. >

<|’M 
HERE. >



<WAS...
WAS THAT A 

DREAM?>?>?

<LORI’S GHOST...IT 
FELT SO REAL. >

<IT’S 
MORNINGMORNINGMORNIN . >

<YES, 
MOTHER, | 
KNOW!>

<Huh?>

<Wha...>
<What 

happened?>

<Oh 
no...>

<EMI-DEAR, 
IT’S TIME TO 
GET UP!>



<| DIDN’T KNOW WHAT TO 
SAY TO MY PARENTS SO | 
JUST GRABBED MY LUNCH 
AND RAN TO THE TRAIN.>

<IT WAS 
REAL. >

<AM | STILL 
ASLEEP?>?>?

<NO.O.O >

<THE SCHOOL 
WILL CALL 
HOMEHOMEHOM .E.E >

<MOTHER 
WILL NEED TO 
LEAVE HOME 
TO COME GET 

ME.>

<SO 
EMBARRASSINGEMBARRASSINGEMBARRASSIN ..G..G . >

<| FEEL 
MY HEART 
POUNDING 

IN MY 
CHEST.CHEST.CHEST>

<OH!>

<| FEEL A 
BIT FEVERISH. 

MAY | BE 
EXCUSED?>

<IF YOU 
ARE UNWELL, 
GO SEE THE 

NURSE. >

<MISS EMI, 
IS THERE A 
PROBLEM?>

<AND WHEN 
YOU PARTAKE IN THIS 

YEAR’S OBON FESTIVAL, 
IT’S IMPORTANT TO 

REMEMBER THAT IT’S 
MORE THAN JUST A 
SUMMER BREAK... >

<Real...>

<|...|’M
VERY SORRY, 
TEACHER.>



<|...| DON’T 
WANT TO BE 
A BOTHERBOTHERBOTHE .R.R >

<THE SICKNESS 
WILL PASSPASSPAS .S.S >

<|’M SAFE IN 
MY BUBBLE.E.E >

<MAYBE... >

<THE 
ROUTINEROUTINEROUTIN ..E..E . >

<SIMPLE.>

<SAFESAFESAF .E.E >

<SHE’S 
ONE OF 
THEM!>

<WH--
WHAT IS 
THAT?>

Uh...

Uh...

Uh...

<THERE!>



<MAYBE | DON’T 
WANT TO BE 

BEAUTIFUL OR 
EXCITING AFTER 

ALL... >



<S...S...
S... >

<STAY STILL, 
CHILD... >

<G’RAAH!>

<WE’LL MAKE 
THIS QUICK AND 

PAINLESS!>

<STAY 
BACK!>



<|...|... >

<|’M NOT A 
GOOD RUNNER. 
|’M GOING TO 

DIEDIEDI ..E..E . >

HUFF

HUFF

<DON’T 
LET HER GET 

AWAY!>

<THERE’S 
NO ESCAPE, 

LITTLE 
GIRL!>

<NOW THAT 
WE HAVE YOUR 

SCENT, THE FOXFIRE 
WILL FOLLOW YOU 
WHEREVER YOU 

GO!>



<YOU’RE 
GODDAMN 
RIGHT IT 

IS!>

NYAA?

<S-SOMEBODY 
HELP!>

<YOU’LL ONLY 
PROLONG THE 
INEVITABLE. >

<YOU 
SHOULD 

NOT HAVE 
RUN... >

<THE 
CHASE IS 
OVER... >

<NOW 
IT’S TIME TO 

FIGHT!>



<TURTLE 
OR FOX...
YOU’RE 

ALL THE 
SAME.>

<NIKI, 
DO IT!>

<YOU 
MUST STAY 
CALM... >

<ANGER 
AND FEAR 
ONLY MAKE 

THINGS 
WORSE. >

<...READY
TO BE PUT 
DOWN. >

<CAT 
DAUGHTER! 
YOU SHOULD 
HAVE STAYED 

HIDDEN!>

<|’M NOT 
A COWARD 
LIKE THE 
KAPPA!>

<JUST STUPID 
FUCKING 

ANIMALS... >



<WHO...
WHO ARE 

YOU?>
<WHAT 

IS GOING 
ON?!>

<THAT WAS 
BEAUTIFUL. >

<JUST 
GET IT OVER 

WITH...>

<THERE. >



<|’M
AYANE. >

<THAT’S 
NIKAIDO. >

<WE’RE
THE GOOD 

GUYS!>



THAT EVENING, 
IN SHINJUKU--

<OH!>



WHAT NEWS 
BRINGS YOU TO 
DARKEN MY 

DOOR THIS FINE 
EVENING?

GREETINGS, 
MESSENGER.







<LATE FROM 
SCHOOL, GONE 
FOR HOURS…>

<MY PARENTS WILL 
BE VERY UPSET AND 
THEY HAVE EVERY 

RIGHT TO BE.>

<MAYBE | CAN 
WALK IN AND 

EVERYTHING BE 
NORMAL.>

<MAYBE 
NOT.T.T>

<EMI, 
WHERE 

HAVE YOU 
BEEN?>



<SECONDS LATER, <SECONDS LATER, <
| FADE FROM THE 
CONVERSATION.>

<| FEEL LIKE A 
GHOST HAUNTING 

THE TABLE...>

<INVISIBL<INVISIBL< E.E.E >

<COL<COL< D.D.D>

<|’M NO GOOD AT 
LYINGLYINGLYIN . WHY AM | G. WHY AM | G

DOING THIS?>

<THINK, EMI. 
THINK, THINK!>THINK!>THINK!

<HMMM...
THAT SHOULD BE 

GOOD FOR BUILDING 
CONFIDENCE, JUST 
DON’T GET CARRIED 
AWAY WITH YOUR 

ROLES, OKAY? DRAMA 
ON STAGE, NOT 

AT HOME.>

<SHE’LL 
BE FINE, 
FATHER.>

<WE’RE JUST 
HAPPY YOU’RE MAKING 
FRIENDS, EMI-DEAR. 
WE WERE GETTING 

WORRIED YOU’D BE IN 
THE “HOME EARLY” 
CLUB FOREVER.>

<| KNOW.>

<IT’S...
UH...>

<…DRAMA 
CLUB.> <|’M 

IN DRAMA 
CLUB.>

<A CLUB? 
REALLY? THAT’S 
WONDERFUL 

NEWS!>

<IT’S ABOUT 
TIME...WHICH 

ONE?>

<| JOINED 
A CLUB. WE HAD 
A BIG MEETING 

AND IT TOOK FAR 
LONGER THAN 
ANY OF US 
EXPECTED.>

<|...>
<|’M SORRY, 
FATHER. |...>



<| SHOULD BE GLAD THEY DON’T 
NOTICE HOW SCARED | AM. WHAT 

COULD | EVEN TELL THEM?>

<MY BODY 
IS CHANGING IN 

UNNATURAL WAYS 
THAT TERRIFY ME 
AND | THINK |’M 
GOING INSANEINSANEINSAN ...E...E >

<MOTHER AND FATHER ARE 
BLISSFULLY UNAWAREUNAWAREUNAWAR .E.E>

<THEY DON’T 
SEEM TO NOTICE 

ANYTH-->

<OH YEAH, 
EMI. BE 

CAREFUL...>

<THAT REALLY 
HAPPENED.>

<OH NO! 
| TOTALLY 
FORGOT!FORGOT!FORGOT >!>!

<| TOUCHED THE 
WINDOW LAST NIGHT 
AND IT CHANGED!>CHANGED!>CHANGED! <HOW...HOW 

CAN | 
EXPLAIN?!>EXPLAIN?!>EXPLAIN?!

<MY HEART 
RACES JUST 
THINKING
ABOUT IT.ABOUT IT.ABOUT IT>

<| WAS HUNTED BY SAVAGE
KITSUNE AND WAS SURE | 

WOULD DIE UNTIL A 
CRAZY GIRL SAVED ME BY 
SMASHING ITS FACE IN.>

<SHE THINKS | 
HAVE SPECIAL 

POWERS
AND WANTS 
TO MEET UP 
TOMORROW 

TO TALK 
ABOUT THE 
FUTUREFUTUREFUTUR .E.E >

<EH?>

<THE 
WINDOW 
IN YOUR 
ROOM…>



<SHE DIDN’T 
EVEN SEEM 
UPSET...T...T >

<|'M SO 
CONFUSEDCONFUSEDCONFUSE .D.D>

<SHE DIDN’T 
ASK ME HOW 
IT HAPPENED.>

<...IT
BROKE.>

<| TRIED TO SWEEP 
UP ALL THE GLASS, BUT 
PLEASE WEAR SLIPPERS 

UNTIL | VACUUM 
A COUPLE TIMES, 

OKAY?>

<O-OKAY?>



ELSEWHERE.

<IT’S...>

<...COMPLICATED... >

<WE HEARD 
RUMORS OF YOUR 

DEMISE, 
NURARIHYON.> <WELL, 

GENTLEMEN, 
THAT’S WHY WE’VE 
GATHERED HERE. | 
WANT TO DISPEL 

ALL THESE 
“RUMORS”. >

<SO THERE’S 
NO TRUTH TO THE 

SPIRIT CHATTER 
WE’VE BEEN HEARING 

ABOUT CORRUPT 
CHILDREN RUNNING 

AMUCK?>

<ACCURATE 
INFORMATION 
IS CRUCIAL.>



<WE DO 
NOT YET 
KNOW.> <THEY ARE 

DANGEROUS, AND 
SO THEY MUST 
JOIN US OR BE 
DESTROYED.>

<THESE 
CHILDREN ARE 

NOT AN 
ANOMALY, ARE 

THEY?>

<THIS IS YET 
ANOTHER REASON 

WHY IT’S SO 
IMPORTANT FOR 

US TO RETAIN 
UNITY.>

<WE
 CANNOT LET 

PETTY SQUABBLES 
OF THE PAST 
ENDANGER OUR 

FUTURE.>

<HYAKUME 
SPEAKS BLUNTLY, 

BUT | AGREE. YOU 
CANNOT CONTINUE 

TO REPAIR THE 
PATTERN AFTER 

THE FACT.>

<OUR ASSOCIATE 
LOST SOME GOOD 

SOLDIERS AND | WAS 
INCONVENIENCED, BUT 

THE PROBLEM WAS 
DEALT WITH.>

<ONE 
OF OUR LESSER 
WEAVERS WAS 

CONTAMINATED BY 
FOREIGN INFLUENCE. 
SHE WAS SLAIN FOR 

TAMPERING WITH 
THE WEAVE.>

<THE GREAT 
PATTERN WAS 

TESTED BY SOME 
IMPETUOUS 
YOUTHS, IT’S 

TRUE.>

<YOU 
DISAGREE?>

<NO>

<UNFINISHED>



<...AZUMA?>

<AZUMA, 
WHAT DID THE 
JOROGUMO 

SAY?>

<WELL 
MET.>

<HA!>

<THERE
 HE IS, LIKE 

FATE ITSELF 
SUMMONED HIM 
ONCE HE WAS 
REQUIRED...>

<MY MESSENGER 
AZUMA CARRIED 

A LUCRATIVE OFFER 
TO ONE OF THE 

JOROGUMO SO SHE 
COULD DELIVER IT TO 
HER SPIDER BRETHREN 
AND PLEDGE FEALTY 

TO OUR CAUSE.>

<IN 
ANY CASE, 
AZUMA 

SHOULD BE 
RE-->

<THEY 
ARE SKITTISH AND 

XENOPHOBIC AT THE 
BEST OF TIMES, BUT | 
BELIEVE WE WILL BE 
ABLE TO KEEP THEM 

ON OUR SIDE.>

<SPEAKING OF 
WHICH, WHERE IS 

THE TSUCHIGUMO 
REPRESENTATIVE? | 
THOUGHT THEY 

WERE INVITED AS 
WELL…>





<WELL, THAT’S 
UNFORTUNATE...>

SIGH



<THE NEXT DAY 
IS BIZARREBIZARREBIZARR .E.E> <| TRY TO PRETEND 

EVERYTHING IS 
NORMAL, BUT INSIDE 

|’M SCREAMINGSCREAMINGSCREAMIN .G.G>

<| NEVER 
NOTICED 
BEFORE…>

<THEY TALK ABOUT 
NOTHINGNOTHINGNOTHIN , OVER G, OVER G

AND OVER.>

<NONE OF IT 
MATTERS.>

<DO YOU 
THINK KENJI 
FROM KENDO 

CLUB IS 
CUTE?>

<NO WAY, 
| SAW HIM PICK 
HIS NOSE ONCE 

WHEN HE THOUGHT 
NO ONE WAS 
LOOKING!>

<FUCK, 
REALLY?!>

<IF YOU WERE HIS 
GIRLFRIEND HE’D 

PROBABLY PICK YOUR 
NOSE TOO!>

<OH GOD, 
STOP! WE’RE 

EATING 
LUNCH!>

HAHAHA!



<AFTER SCHOOL, | 
LOOK FOR ANSWERS…>

<OH COOL, 
YOU SHOWED 

UP!>

<| TOLD YOU 
| WOULD!>

<YEAH, BUT 
THAT DOESN’T 
MEAN YOU’D 
ACTUALLY 
DO IT.>

<WERE 
YOU SCARED 
YESTERDAY?> <O-OF COURSE! 

IT WAS 
TERRIFYING!>

<BIGGER 
THAN ALL 

OF US.>

<THIS 
IS BIGGER 

THAN 
HER...>

<SHE CAME 
BECAUSE SHE 
KNOWS. SHE 
CAN FEEL 

IT.>

<BUT YOU 
CAME HERE 
ANYWAY...> <WHY?>

<| NEED 
HELP.>

<|...
| NEED TO 
FIGURE OUT 

WHAT’S 
HAPPENING 

TO ME.>

<OKAY.
WE NEED YOU 

TOO.>

<ALL 
OF US NEED TO 

UNDERSTAND WHAT 
WE’RE CAPABLE OF 
SO WE CAN WORK 

TOGETHER.>

<OHARA, 
PLEASE SHOW 
US WHAT YOU 

CAN DO.>



<THIS IS “DRAMA THIS IS “DRAMA THIS IS “
CLUB” AFTER ALL...
IT FEELS LIKE |’M 

AT AN AUDITIONAUDITIONAUDITIO .N.N >

<WHY IS THIS SO 
IMPORTANT TO 

ME?>

<THEY MUST THINK 
|’M CRAZY. WHAT Y. WHAT Y

IF | CAN’T-->

<WHEN...
WHEN | TOUCH 

A SURFACE | CAN 
CHANGE THE 

MATERIAL. IT SEEMS 
LIKE IT’S A PART 

OF ME.>

<IT FEELS 
STRANGE 

SAYING THIS 
OUT LOUD, 

BUT...>

<OH!>

<IT DIDN’T 
WORK...>

HERE. 
TAKE A DRINK. 
STAY CALM. 

WE’LL FIGURE 
IT OUT.>

<IT’S OKAY... 
YOU’RE 

PROBABLY JUST 
NERVOUS.>

<IT HAPPENED, 
| SWEAR!>

<THAT 
SOUNDS 

WEIRD AND 
COOL...>

<YEAH...>

<LIKE 
THAT.>

<UH...>



<DRINK 
BOTTLE.>

<YES.><YES.>

<YES.>

<NOTHING.>

<NOTHING.><NOTHING.>

<WINDOW.>
<TELEPHONE 

POLE.>

<T-SHIRT.> <DIRT.> <THE 
WALL.>

<BOTTLE, 
WINDOW, 
WALL...>

<POLE, 
SHIRT, 
DIRT...>

<OHARA, 
WHAT’S YOUR 
SHIRT MADE 

OF?>

HMMM...

<IT’S 
COTTON. 
WHY?>

<EH?>

<THAT’S 
PRETTY 

FUCKING COOL, 
EMI-CHAN.>

<YOU CAN 
CHANGE THE 

MATERIAL 
WHEN YOU’RE 

CLOSE TO 
IT...>

<YES, 
BUT | DON’T 
KNOW WHY 
IT’S ONLY 
CERTAIN 
ONES.>



<| THINK 
HE’S RIGHT.>

<| CAN REACH OUT 
AND MOVE THE 
WALL LIKE IT’S 

PART OF MY BODY.>

<MANMADE 
MATERIALS, 
OHARA.>

<AMAZING!>

<BUT, 
HOW DID THIS 
HAPPEN...AND 

WHY?>

<YOU AFFECTED 
PLASTIC, GLASS, 

CONCRETE...>

<YOU 
MANIPULATE 
MATTER.>

<WE’RE ALL 
DIFFERENT.>

<WHATEVER 
WE’VE GOT, 
THEY WANT 
IT GONE.>

<THEY KILLED 
OUR FRIENDS AND 
THEY’LL KILL YOU 
TOO IF THEY GET 

THE CHANCE.>

<WE DON’T HAVE 
THE ANSWERS YET, 
BUT WE DO KNOW 
THOSE MONSTERS 

OUT THERE 
HATE US.>

<WH-
WHAT CAN 
WE DO?>

<THAT’S 
HORRIBLE!>

<| CONTROL 
EMOTIONS.>

<AYANE IS 
CONNECTED 
TO CATS.>

<THAT’S THE 
CONNECTION.>



<“WE FUCKING GET 
THEM FIRST!”>

<IF | STOP TO 
THINK ABOUT IT, 

THIS WHOLE THING IS 
TOTALLY INSANEINSANEINSAN .E.E>

<RISKING MY 
LIFELIFELIF ...E...E >

<HUNTING 
MONSTERSMONSTERSMONSTER ..S..S .>



<BUT...>

<...AS CRAZY AS 
IT SOUNDS...> <...FOR THE FIRST 

TIME | CAN 
REMEMBER...>

<...| FEEL 
LIKE |’M IN 
CONTROL.>



<BY THE TIME SCHOOL 
TAKES A BREAK FOR OBONOBONOBO , N, N
|’M AMAZED HOW FAST 
THE TIME HAS GONE.>

<MY LIFE HAS 
BECOME A STRANGE 

WHIRLWIND.>

<NOT LIKE 
THIS. IT’S TOO 
LOUD AND 
FLASHY.>

<| ACTUALLY 
THOUGHT 

YOU’D LIKE 
OBON.>

<SAYS THE GIRL 
WITH BRIGHT 
BLUE HAIR...>

<THIS ISN’T OBON. 
IT’S JUST A BUNCH 

OF PEOPLE FUCKING 
AROUND...PLAYING 

GAMES.>

<NO
WAY.>

<THEY’LL 
NEVER 

COMMUNICATE 
WITH SPIRITS 
DOING IT LIKE 

THAT.>

<MAYBE, BUT 
| DOUBT IT.>

<IF THERE ARE GHOSTS WATCHING 
| THINK THEY’D ENJOY SEEING THEIR 

FAMILY CELEBRATING AND 
HAPPY.>

<EMI-CHAN... 
WHAT ARE YOU 

DOING?>

<|'M WATCHING 
THE BON ODORI 

DANCERS...>

<HOW 
ABOUT 
YOU?>



<THIS
WAY.>

<|...
| NEED

TO HURT 
THEM...>

<...BECAUSE 
THEY TOOK 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
AWAY FROM

ME.>

<| GET SO 
ANGRY.>

<HEY, CAN | SHOW 
YOU SOMETHING? 

SOMETHING 
REAL?> <SURE.>

<WHEN WE 
FIGHT YOKAI. 

YOU WATCH ME 
GO NUTS AND IT 

FREAKS YOU 
OUT.>

<WHA--? 
WHAT DO YOU 

MEAN?>

<| KNOW 
| SCARE YOU 
SOMETIMES...>



<IT REQUIRES 
CONCENTRATION 

AND PRAYER.>

<WELCOMING 
THEM, THANKING 
THEM, AND THEN 
SENDING THEM 
BACK TO THE 
OTHER SIDE.>

<OBON 
IS ABOUT 

HONORING 
OUR DEAD.>



<SHE...
SHE’S NOT 
THERE.>

<IT MEANS 
SHE’S NOT 
DEAD AT 

ALL.>

<IT’S A 
GOOD THING. 

IT’S THE 
BEST.>

<NO, 
NO...YOU DON’T 
UNDERSTAND.>

<RORI LANE
IS ALIVE.>

<SOMEWHERE...
SOMEHOW...>

<THERE’S 
NOTHING.> <WE CAN 

TRY AGAIN 
LATER IF YOU 

WANT.>

<|’M 
SO SORRY, 
AYANE.>



SETAGAYA WARD.



<H-HOLD 
ON...>







PLEASE...

| CAN’T...
| CAN’T DO 

THIS! IT’S TOO 
MUCH. 

| NEED 
SOMEWHERE SAFE, 

SOMEWHERE...

WHA--?

OOF!



HUH?

< < MAKE TOMORROW 
A SUNNY DAY

< TERU-TERU-BOZU, 
TERU BOZU

< IF IT'S 
SUNNY |'LL GIVE 
YOU A GOLDEN 

BELL  >

< LIKE THE 
SKY IN A DREAM 

SOMETIME
< 

< 

< 

< 
A SUNNY DAY

BELL  

SOMETIME

< MAKE TOMORROW 
A SUNNY DAY

< TERU-TERU-BOZU, 
TERU BOZU

< WE'LL DRINK
LOTS OF SWEET 

SAKE  >*

< IF YOU MAKE 
MY WISH COME 

TRUE

< MAKE TOMORROW 
A SUNNY DAY

< TERU-TERU-BOZU, 
TERU BOZU

< THEN | SHALL 
SNIP YOUR HEAD 

OFF  >

< BUT IF IT'S 
CLOUDY AND 
| FIND YOU 

CRYING



<MYONEKO 
TEMPLE.>

<YES, YES. 
| HEAR YOU, 
DARLINGS.>

<|’LL GET 
YOU SOME FOOD. 
JUST GIVE ME A 
MOMENT, YOU 
LOVELY LITTLE 

BEASTS.>

<EH?>

<EX-EXCUSE 
ME...>

<OH, YES! 
GOOD MORNING, 
GOOD MORNING!>

<NO, NO. 
THAT’S OKAY. 
| WAS JUST... 
CONFUSED.>

<HEH,
THAT’S NOT, 

UH...|...>

<WH-WHERE 
ARE WE?>

<| UNDERSTAND. 
| USED TO ENJOY 
A LITTLE DRINK 
NOW AND AGAIN 

WHEN | WAS 
YOUR AGE.>

<| DIDN’T 
SEE YOU THERE, 
DEAR. MY EYES 

AREN’T AS 
SHARP AS THEY 
ONCE WERE.>

<| HOPE 
| DIDN’T WAKE 
YOU WITH MY 

SILLY 
SINGING...>

<Uhhhhh~>



<YOU 
HOLD HIS HEAD 
WHILE | GET A 

BLANKET.>

<O...OKAY.>

<GENTLY, 
GENTLY...>

<HE NEEDS 
TO REST.>

<YOUR FRIEND 
HAD MORE THAN 
HIS BODY COULD 

HANDLE.>

<TEMPLES 
ARE HOME FOR THE
BODY AND SPIRIT 

WHEN HOME IS FAR 
AWAY.>

<THAT’S FINE. 
NO NEED TO BE 

ASHAMED.>

<WE...WE'RE 
NOT FROM 
AROUND 
HERE.>

<R...Rori?>

<OH MY GOD, 
SHIRAI. ARE 

YOU OKAY?>



<AND YOU 
CAN CALL 
ME ‘AUNTIE 

AYANE.’>

<MY NAME 
IS RORI.> <WE BOTH 

DEEPLY 
APPRECIATE 

YOUR 
KINDNESS.>

<THANK 
YOU,> 

OBASAN.*

<IT’S NO 
TROUBLE, 
DEAR. NO 
TROUBLE 
AT ALL.>

<|’VE GOT 
JUST THE 
THING.>

<THERE 
WE GO.>

<WE’LL 
GIVE HIM SOME 

TIME TO COME TO 
HIS SENSES, YES?>

<IT’S 
OKAY, SHIRAI. 
JUST STAY 

STILL.>

<WE’RE...>

<| THINK 
WE’RE 
SAFE.>

*LITERALLY ‘OLD WOMAN’, BUT MEANT IN A POLITE WAY.

<WHA...
WHAT THE 

FUCK’S GOING 
ON?>



<WE’VE 
BEEN SEEING A LOT 

MORE ACTIVITY ON THE 
YAMANOTE LINE. MORE 

CREATURES. MORE 
AGGRESSION.>

<IT’S THE FINAL DAY 
OF THE OBON HOLIDAY 
AND |’M SPENDING MY 
TIME AT SCHOOL…>

<...SORT 
OF.>

<NIKAIDO AND AYANE ARE LIVING IN 
AN ABANDONED SCHOOL IN TOSHIMA. 
WE'RE USING IT AS HOME BASE TO 
PLAN NEW ATTACKS ON THE YOKAI.>

<WE NEED TO 
FIND OUT WHERE 

THE MONSTERS ARE 
COMING FROM 

AND WHAT THEY 
WANT.>

<THEY’RE COMING 
FROM EVERYWHERE 
AND THEY WANT A 
SPIKED BAT IN THE 

FUCKING FACE.>

<DON’T 
WORRY ABOUT 

WHY, 
EMI-CHAN.>

<JUST
FIGHT.>

<| DO. 
YOU SHOULD 

TOO.>

<THAT’S 
CRAZY! WE CAN’T 
JUST MINDLESSLY 
FIGHT THEM OVER 

AND OVER. WE 
NEED A LONG 
TERM PLAN.>

<PLANS ARE 
STUPID. NO 

ONE FOLLOWS 
THEM.>

<UH...
| DON’T 

THINK THAT’S 
REALLY TRUE, 

AYANE.>

<| DON’T
THINK IT’S A 
COINCIDENCE.>

<WHO
CARES?>

<HMMM...
| WONDER 

WHY.>



<|’M NOT 
SOME FUCKING 
ANIMAL YOU 
CAN TAME!>

DON’T YOU 
DARE USE THAT 

SHIT ON ME!

<AYANE, 
WAIT!>

<LET HER GO, 
OHARA.>

<THE CAT DOESN’T 
LIKE STAYING 
COOPED UP...>

<...BUT
SHE’LL 

COME BACK 
LATER.>

<SHE 
ALWAYS 
DOES.>

<WE NEED 
TO-->

<ANGER 
IS BAD.><EVERYONE 

PICK ON 
THE DUMB 

CAT?!>

<NO! | JUST...
| MEAN, THERE’S 
ONLY THREE OF 

US. |’M JUST 
WORRIED WE’RE 
GETTING IN OVER 

OUR HEAD!>

<OH, | SEE... 
SO IT’S TWO 
AGAINST ONE 

NOW.>

<

>



<IT’S NOT 
SAD.>

<IT’S THE 
TRUTH.>

<IF SO, THEN 
THAT’S VERY 

SAD.>

<DO YOU 
REALLY BELIEVE 

THAT?>

<THEY 
ONLY CAUSE 
DAMAGE.>

<EMOTIONS 
ARE BAD.>

<SHE’S LASHING 
OUT, TRYING TO GET 
REVENGE INSTEAD 
OF FOCUSING ON 

THE BIGGER 
PICTURE.>

<YES. 
| HAVE
TO.>

<BUT YOU STAY 
CALM, NO MATTER 

HOW CRAZY
THINGS GET...>

<HER MOOD 
SWINGS ARE 

GETTING 
WORSE.>

<| NOTICED.>



<NOT A 
GHOST, 

SOMETHING 
ELSE.>

<THE NIGHT BEFORE 
| MET YOU, | SAW 
HER FLOATING IN 
THE SKY OUTSIDE 

MY WINDOW.>

<| DON’T KNOW HOW 
TO EXPLAIN IT, BUT | 
THINK RORI IS STILL 

SEARCHING…>

<| WANTED TO 
SAY SOMETHING 
SOONER, BUT | 
WASN'T EVEN 
SURE IT WAS 

REAL...>

<RORI IS 
ALIVE.>

<YOU’RE 
WRONG.>

<HOW 
ARE YOU SO 

SURE?>

<RORI WAS THE 
ONE WHO COULD SEE 
PATTERNS. SHE WAS 
THE ONE FIGURING 

OUT HOW IT ALL FIT 
TOGETHER.>

<THAT’S WHY 
THEY KILLED 
HER. SHIRAI 

TOO.>

<ALL WE 
CAN DO RIGHT 
NOW IS STRIKE 
HARD AND HOPE 
WE’RE CAUSING 

TROUBLE FOR THE 
YOKAI.>

<LIKE YOU 
SAID, THERE’S 
ONLY THREE 

OF US.>

<YOU’RE 
RIGHT ABOUT US 
NEEDING A LONG 

TERM PLAN, BUT THE 
REALITY IS WE DON’T 

HAVE ENOUGH 
INFORMATION TO 

MAKE ONE.>

<...AND WHEN 
SHE FINDS WHAT 

SHE’S LOOKING FOR, 
SHE’LL COME BACK 
TO SHOW US THE 
PATH WE MUST 

TAKE.>



<MY MEMORY
ISN’T WHAT IT USED 
TO BE, BUT |’M SURE 
|’D RECALL IF WE’D 
MET BEFORE. YOUR 

APPEARANCE IS QUITE 
DISTINCTIVE.>

<|...| DIDN’T
MEAN TO IMPLY

YOU WERE SENILE,
| JUST...WELL, THAT 

NAME’S QUITE 
UNUSUAL AND IT’S 
THE SAME AS A 
FRIEND OF MINE,

SO | WAS
CONFUSED.>

<|’M
SORRY.>

<NO NEED TO 
APOLOGIZE, 

DEAR.>

<| CAN TELL 
YOU’VE BEEN 

THROUGH SOME 
DIFFICULTIES.>

<YOU HAVE 
SO MANY 
CATS...> <HOW 

DO YOU KEEP 
TRACK OF 
THEM?>

<WELL | 
DON’T OWN 

THEM, THAT’S 
FOR SURE.> <THEY’RE

ALL STRAYS,
JUST COMING AND 
GOING AS THEY 

PLEASE.>

<THAT’S
THE WAY WITH 
CATS, AFTER 

ALL.>
<UH...>

<YEAH...>



<WE TALK ABOUT ALL
KINDS OF THINGS. WELL, | 
DO MOST OF THE TALKING, 
OF COURSE, BUT YOU KNOW 

WHAT | MEAN.>

<IT’S AS 
SIMPLE AS 

THAT.>

<| LIKE 
THEM AND 
THEY LIKE 

ME.>

<THEY’RE 
NOT PETS...

MORE LIKE, OLD
FRIENDS.>

<IT’S 
INCREDIBLE. 

YOU-->

<AGH!>

<IT’S EVEN WORSE 
THAN BEFORE. YOUR 
FRIEND IS BURNING 

UP WITH A
FEVER!>

<My...my 
chest...>

<Wh-What 
is it?>

<SHIRAI, 
WHERE DOES 
IT HURT?>



<IT’S A
NASTY BURN. 

MAYBE WE 
COULD-->

<UNRAVELING.>

<HE’S…
HE’S COMING 

APART.>

<IT’S THE 
SAME...>

<WHEN 
MOM...>

<SHE...>

<| PULLED US 
THROUGH, BUT YOUR 

WOUND GOT INFECTED 
OR SOMETHING. | DON’T 

EVEN KNOW.>

<YES, IT’S 
BAD, YOU IDIOT! 

IT’S FUCKING 
TERRIBLE!>

OH,
FUCK.

<NO. 
IT’S NOT
A BURN.>

<...That’s 
bad, right?>

<That 
sounds 
bad...>

<C-Can you 
fix it?>

<Okay,
but this is
your stuff,
right? The 
threads?>



<THIS
COULD BE 

DANGEROUS. 
YOU SHOULD 
TAKE THE 
CATS AND 
LEAVE.>

<|’M NOT SURE 
HOW TO EXPLAIN 

THIS, AUNTIE. 
IT’S MAGIC, OR 
SOME KIND OF 

CURSE.>

<|’M HERE 
TO HELP, YOUNG 

LADY.>

<ABSOLUTELY 
NOT.>

<JUST...
JUST DO 

IT.>

<FINE.>

<WE 
DON’T HAVE 
TIME TO 
ARGUE.>

<HERE 
GOES...>

<OKAY.>

<IT’S-->

<| DON’T 
KNOW…>

<BUT |’LL 
TRY.>



Spirits 
are everywhere 

and you can see 
them.

Spirits 
are everywhere 

and you can see 
them.

Food 
will not
sustain 

you.

Food 
will not 
sustain 

you.

But 
they 
will.

But 
they 
will.

Their 
energy is your 

lifeblood… Fuel 
for your rage.

Their 
energy is your 

lifeblood… Fuel 
for your rage.

You see
yourself as 

a freak.

You see
yourself as 

a freak.
Until you meet 

another.
Until you meet 

another.A monster.A monster.

But there 
is a price for 
such power.

But there 
is a price for 
such power.



The instant 
you see one, 
you feel it.

The instant 
you see one, 
you feel it. A special 

bond.
A special 

bond.
The war is 

traumatizing, 
yet you 
survive.

The war is 
traumatizing, 

yet you 
survive.

Lost and alone, 
you persevere on 
the streets with 
your only friends.

Lost and alone, 
you persevere on 
the streets with 
your only friends.

They stay
with you. 

Learn from 
you. Become 

you.

They stay 
with you. 

Learn from 
you. Become 

you.

But their vision 
of you distorts 
with time and 

capricious animal 
nature.

But their vision 
of you distorts 
with time and 

capricious animal 
nature.

Your soul 
lives on as 
they wander 
the country 
and continue 

to breed.

Your soul 
lives on as 
they wander 
the country 
and continue 

to breed.



…or 
destroyS 

it.

…or 
destroyS 

it.

See the 
threads and 
understand.

See the 
threads and 
understand.

Everything 
has changed.
Everything 

has changed.

No life exists 
in isolation.
No life exists 
in isolation. We are all 

connected.
We are all 
connected.

The weave of 
our lives makeS 

the world…

The weave of 
our lives makeS 

the world…

Each route 
has its own 

pattern.

Each route 
has its own 

pattern.



…or 
destroyS 

it.

…or 
destroyS 

it.

See the 
threads and 
understand.

See the 
threads and 
understand.

Everything 
has changed.
Everything 

has changed.

No life exists 
in isolation.
No life exists 
in isolation. We are all 

connected.
We are all 
connected.

The weave of 
our lives makeS 

the world…

The weave of 
our lives makeS 

the world…

Each route 
has its own 

pattern.

Each route 
has its own 

pattern.



<--DONE.>



<IT WAS 
AN HONOR 

TO MEET YOU 
BOTH.><WHAT WAS 

THAT?!>

<HOLY 
SHIT!>

<FOR 
A MOMENT 

| SAW WHO WE 
WERE AND WHO 

WE MIGHT 
YET BE.>

<| CAUGHT A 
GLIMPSE OF THE 

PATTERN.>

<...IT’S EVEN 
BIGGER THAN 
| IMAGINED.>

<ALL 
THIS...>

<THE 
ONLY WAY WE CAN 
SURVIVE IS IF WE’RE 

TOGETHER.>

<YES. WE 
HAVE TO FIND 
THE OTHERS, 

SHIRAI.>

<ARE...
ARE YOU 
OKAY?>

<| DON’T 
KNOW HOW, BUT 

YOU SAVED 
HIM.> <BETTER 

THAN 
GOOD.>

<|’M GOOD, 
ACTUALLY...>

<THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
HOSPITALITY, AUNTIE. 
UNFORTUNATELY WE 

CAN’T STAY.>

<SO, THAT’S 
IT? YOU FIX 

MY GUTS AND 
NOW WE JUST 

LEAVE?>

*TRANSLATION:
“FUTURE”



<YEAH, RIGHT. 
IT’S BAD ENOUGH 
| LIED TO MOM 
AND DAD ABOUT 

JOINING A 
CLUB.>

<THEY’D 
KILL ME IF 
| SKIPPED 
CLASSES.>

<DO YOU 
NEED THEIR 

APPROVAL?>

<WELL, 
THEY ARE MY 

PARENTS.>

<| LIVE 
UNDER THEIR 

ROOF.>

<UNTIL YOU 
DON’T.>

<YOU 
ARE YOUR OWN 
PERSON CAPABLE 

OF MAKING 
YOUR OWN 
CHOICES.>

<| DON’T 
KNOW, 
BUT-->

<|...>

<DO YOU 
REALLY THINK 

YOU’LL BE ABLE 
TO GO BACK TO 
A NORMAL LIFE 

AFTER ALL 
THIS?!>

<| CAN’T 
JUST RUN 
AWAY.>

<YOU KNOW 
IT’S NOT 

THAT SIMPLE, 
NIKAIDO.>

<AFTER A 
WEEK OF FIGHTING 
YOKAI MONSTERS, 

IT’S GOING TO FEEL 
WEIRD HEADING BACK 

TO SCHOOL 
TOMORROW.>

<WHO SAYS 
YOU HAVE TO 
GO BACK AT 

ALL?>

GET OVER 
HERE!



<AYANE? IS 
EVERYTHING 

OKAY?>
<WHY 

ARE YOU 
HIDING?>

<‘ CAUSE 
|’VE GOT 

AN AWESOME 
SURPRISE, 

SILLY!>

<| THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
ANGRY...>

<| WAS,
BUT NOW
|’M NOT.>

<| FOUND 
OUT WE’RE 

NOT THE ONLY 
ONES IN THIS 

FIGHT...>

<BUT 
SEE, THAT’S 
THE GOOD 

NEWS!>

<LOOK, 
EMI-CHAN, 
YOU WERE 
RIGHT...>

<WE CAN’T 
BEAT ALL THESE 
BAD GUYS, JUST 
THE THREE OF 

US.>



<THE DIRT 
SPIDERS ARE 
GONNA HELP 

US!>







THEN.

<BURN 
IT ALL!>



AAAHH!

--URK!

<SILENCE 
THEIR 

SCREAMS!>

<ALL WILL BE 
PUNISHED!>



<| WILL 
NOT.>

<SHE...>

<SHE’S NOT 
HERE.>

<HER 
PARENTS FLED 

DOWN THE 
NAKASENDO 

ROAD.>

<NOT UNLESS 
YOU GIVE US 
THE GIRL.>

<SHE IS 
THE KEY TO 
SURVIVAL.>

<STOP THIS 
CARNAGE!>

<DARANIBŌ 
OF THE 

MOUNTAINS, 
| IMPLORE 

YOU-->

HALT! <STOP THE 
ATTACK.>



<IT’S 
HORRIFYING...>

<…SO MUCH 
DESTRUCTION.>

<YES.>
<THE FUTURE 
ALWAYS STARTS 

WITH FIRE.>

<QUITE AN 
HONOR.>

<THE GREAT 
TENGU WISHES 
TO HANDLE THIS 
PERSONALLY.>



<THOSE 
EYES…>

<…| 
WONDER HOW 
SHE SEES THE 

WORLD?>

<EH?>

<BUT 
|-->

<N’UH!>

<NOW 
WE MUST 
LEAVE NO 
TRACE…>

<IT IS 
DONE.>



NOW.

<FUCKING 
COOL, 

RIGHT?!>

<WHA--
WHAT ARE 
THOSE?!>

<STAY CALM, 
OHARA.>

<THEY’RE 
TSUCHIGUMO... 

EARTH 
SPIDERS.>

<DON’T CALL ME 
‘ CAT DAUGHTER’, 
DUDE. IT SOUNDS 

DORKY.>

<MY NAME’S 
‘ AYANE’.>

<We are 
not here 
to harm 

you.>

<Do not 
be afraid, 

young 
one.>

<We 
searched out 

the cat daughter 
so we could offer 

our assistance 
in your time 

of need.>

<Your friend is 
correct.>



<HOW...
HOW DO WE 
KNOW WE 

CAN TRUST 
YOU?>

<THEY HATE 
THOSE ASSHOLES 
JUST AS MUCH 
AS WE DO!>

<SEE?!>

<WE CAN 
TOTALLY PULL 
TOGETHER A 
SPIDER-CAT 
ARMY AND 
FUCK THEM 
ALL UP.>

<WHY PUT 
YOURSELVES 
AT RISK?>

<“ASSISTANCE?”>

<Quite 
simply, you 

don’t.>

<We must 
all prove 

ourselves to 
survive the 

days to 
come…>

<We have also 
been targets 
of their ire in 

the past.>

<You are being hunted 
by Nurarihyon and his ilk 

because they destroy 
that which they cannot 

control.>

<…Until 
now.>

<The 
Tsuchigumo are 
always dismissed 

unless we’re 
needed by the 
powers that 

be…>



<THE PLAN STARTS 
TO FORM, BUT | 

DON’T KNOW HOW 
| FEEL ABOUT IT.>

<THE TSUCHIGUMO IS 
BEING POLITE, KIND...>

<| DON'T WANT 
TO JUDGE IT BY 
ITS APPEARANCE, 

YET | CAN'T 
HELP BUT FEEL 

UNEASY.Y.Y>

<AYANE<AYANE<  IS RUNNING HOT. 
EVERYTHING THEY SAY 

EXCITES HER.>
<NIKAIDO<NIKAIDO<  IS COLD, 
NEVER REVEALING 

ANYTHING.>

<IT WOULD BE NICE 
TO DO SOME REAL DAMAGE 

FOR A CHANGE, BUT IT 
WILL BE QUITE RISKY.>

<JUST TELL 
ME WHERE 
TO GO AND 
WE’LL MAKE 
THEM PAY!>

<if we 
disrupt one of 
them, they’ll 
be thrown off 

balance.>

<Our foes
have been using 
the Goshiki Fudo 

as a defensive 
structure, a way 
to concentrate 
sacred power.>

<…”if you 
do not enter the 
tiger's cave, you 
will not catch 

its cub.”>

<Agreed 
but, as they 

say…>

<THE STATUES 
THAT PROTECT EDO? 
| THOUGHT THOSE 

WERE FAKE.>

<They were, until 
they weren’t.>

<They’ve imbued 
each location with 

spiritual energy 
through a proxy, 
then let belief 

from the locals 
do the rest.>



<NO ONE EVEN 
THOUGHT TO ASK ME

WHAT | THINK.| THINK.| >

<| COULD SPEAK UP, 
BUT IT’S ALREADY 
BEEN DECIDED.>

<THE “PROPER 
JAPANESE GIRL” 

KNOWS HER 
PLACE...AGAINAGAINAGAI .N.N>

<EVEN HERE, MY CHOICES ARE 
EVENTUALLY TAKEN AWAY..Y..Y .>

<…SOMEONE ELSE 
ALWAYS GETS TO 

PULL THE STRINGSSTRINGSSTRING .S.S>

<OKAY. 
WE’LL HIT 

THEM HARD 
AND HOPE FOR 

THE BEST.>

<FINALLY!>

<They won’t 
expect a 

direct attack. 
We’ll have the 
advantage of 

surprise.>

<Our 
sisters will 
be pleased 

to call you 
‘allies’.>

<Gather 
your weapons 
and prepare 
for battle.>



<THAT’S 
GREAT AND 

ALL, BUT | DON’T 
THINK ANYONE’S 
GONNA TALK TO 
US LOOKING LIKE 

THIS.>

<JUST 
NOW.>

<WHEN DID 
YOU FIGURE 

OUT HOW TO 
DO THAT?!>

<HOLY
SHIT!>

<YOU’VE 
BARELY SAID A 
WORD SINCE 
WE LEFT THE 

TEMPLE…>

<OKAY, BUT 
WHY ARE WE 

HERE?>

<| FEEL A 
CONNECTION 
TO THIS PLACE. 
|’VE SEEN IT 

BEFORE.>

<WE NEED TO 
INVESTIGATE SO | 
CAN PICK UP THE 
TRAIL AND FIND 

THE OTHERS. THE 
SOONER, THE 
BETTER...>

<|’M FOCUSED 
ON OTHER THINGS, 
SHIRAI. | NEED TO 
CONCENTRATE.>

<THIS 
ONE.>

CLOTHES



<WHO ARE 
YOU?!>

<WHAT’S 
GOING
ON?!>

<DEAR, 
ARE YOU 
OKAY?>

<STAY OUT 
OF OUR WAY 
AND WE’LL 
BE GONE 
SOON.>

<PLEASE… 
PLEASE DON’T 
HURT ME!>

<RORI, 
WHAT THE 

FUCK ARE YOU 
DOING?!>

<WE DON’T 
HAVE TIME TO 

WASTE.>

<EXCUSE 
US, MA’AM, 
BUT WE-->

<CAN...
CAN | HELP 

YOU?>

WEAKNESS



<DON’T 
WORRY. |’M 
NOT GOING 
TO HURT 
THEM.>

<RORI, THIS 
IS FUCKING 
CRAZY...>

<WE DON’T WANT 
TO FIGHT!>

<T-TAKE 
WHATEVER YOU 

WANT!>

<WE MADE 
CONTACT 

RIGHT HERE.>

<HER NAME IS 
OHARA EMI.>

<NOW 
| CAN FIND 

HER.>

<SHE SAW ME 
AS | TUMBLED 
THROUGH THE 

WEAVE...>

<RORI!>

<THIS IS
HER 

ROOM...>

<THEY FIXED 
THE WINDOW, 
BUT | CAN 
STILL FEEL 

IT...>



<...THAT’S
HOW THIS GOES, 

TRUST ME.>

<THE ONLY CHANCE YOU 
HAVE IS IF | BREAK THE 

TIES THAT BIND YOU 
TO HER.>

<IF YOU GET INVOLVED, 
YOU’LL DIE...>

<OH 
GOD...>

<|...| DON’T 
UNDERSTAND!>

<SHE’S NOT 
THE YOUNG 

GIRL YOU ONCE 
KNEW...>

<YOUR DAUGHTER 
IS PART OF SOMETHING 
BIGGER THAN YOU CAN 

COMPREHEND.>

<LISTEN
TO ME...>

FORGET



<OKAY, 
LET’S 
GO.>

<SHE 
WAS NEVER 

HERE...>

<CONTINUE 
YOUR LIFE 
WITHOUT 

HER.>

<YOU NEVER
HAD A DAUGHTER 

NAMED EMI.>



<WELL THEN, 
LET’S HOPE IT 
NEVER COMES 
TO THAT…>

<ALL | KNOW 
IS, IF YOU EVER 

PULL THAT MIND 
SHIT ON ME, 
|’LL FUCKING 
KILL YOU.>

<NO. IT’S 
FINALLY WORKING 

PROPERLY.> <FOR THE FIRST 
TIME SINCE THIS 

MADNESS ALL BEGAN, 
|’M NOT AFRAID OR 

CONFUSED...>

<|’M A
WEAVER.>

<| CAN 
CHANGE THE 
STRINGS OF 

FATE.>

<YOUR 
MAGIC...THAT 

SHIT BACK 
THERE…>

<IT’S OUT OF 
CONTROL!>



<FINE.>

<CAN’T 
YOU SEE |’M 

BUSY?>

<SHHHH, | 
KNOW.>

<NOT RIGHT 
NOW.>

| 
love 

yoouu...
uhhh~

<Mistress...>

<The Spinner 
needs you.>

<Deepest apologies, 
Mistress, but it’s 
quite important.>



<ONCE 
WE BRING THEM 
INTO THE WEB, 
OUR FUTURE 

WILL BE 
SECURE.>

<DON’T BE. 
WE’VE PICKED 
THE WINNING 

SIDE.>

<THE 
CHILDREN?>

<I sense new 
energy along 
the Weave.> <Great power 

bringing great 
change.>

<YES.>

<The Weave is 
being torn.>

<The pattern 
woven without 
care, such as I 
have never felt 

before.>

<Mistress, 
I’m 

afraid.>



<SHE’S RIGHT.T.T>
<| MUST BE 
NERVOUSNERVOUSNERVOU .S.S >

<THE REALITY OF WHAT 
WE’RE ABOUT TO DO FINALLY 

CATCHING UP WITH ME...>

<SUDDEN CHILLS
ALL OVER MY 

BODY...>

<…EVERYTHING 
FEELS WRONG.G.G >

<THIS IS 
THE CHANCE 
WE’VE BEEN 
WAITING 

FOR.>

<DON’T WORRY 
THOUGH. YOU’LL 

DO FINE.>

<PRE-BATTLE 
JITTERS. TOTALLY 

NATURAL.>

<EMI-CHAN, 
YOU OKAY?>

<FELT 
A BIT LIGHT-

HEADED.>

<|...| DON’T 
KNOW.>

Uhhh~



<| HAVE TO FOCUS ON 
SOMETHING ELSE.>

<CHANGE MY 
POINT OF VIEWPOINT OF VIEWPOINT OF VIE .W.W >

<THIS ISN’T A 
REAL LIFE OR DEATH 

BATTLE...>

<...IT’S 
A MANGA 
STORY..Y..Y .>

<...BEAUTIFUL
AND 

EXCITINGEXCITINGEXCITIN .G.G >

<IT’S DRAMA 
CLUBCLUBCLU .B.B>



<...ALL OF US ON 
STAGE PERFORMING 

OUR PARTOUR PART.OUR PART>











THEN.

<DEEP 
MEDITATION 
CLOSES HIM 

OFF FROM THE 
PHYSICAL 

REALM NOW 
AND FOREVER 

MORE.>

<DO NOT SPEAK 
TO HIM, BROTHER.>

<HIS STRENGTH 
PROTECTS US 

FROM THE 
UNKNOWN.>

<HE IS ONE WITH 
THE WEAVE.>

<ARE...
ARE YOU AFRAID 
OF SOKUSHIN-

BUTSU?*>

<ONE DAY 
THE YOKAI MAY 
ASK US TO MAKE 

THE SAME 
SACRIFICE.>

<| KNOW.>

<MASTER, 
CAN YOU HEAR 

ME?>

*SELF MUMMIFICATION.



<NO.>

<| FEAR THE 
FUTURE IF WE 

DO NOT MAINTAIN 
ORDER IN THIS 

WORLD.>



NOW. <| FEEL MY 
BREATH SHORTEN 

AS MY HEART 
BEATS FAST.BEATS FAST.BEATS FAST>

<MY BODY 
IS TENSETENSETENS .E.E >

<MY FORM 
IS IRONIRONIRO .N.N >

<FOR A MOMENT 
| WONDER IF 
THIS IS THE 

RIGHT THING...>

<...IF WE MADE THE 
RIGHT CHOICE.>

<BUT ONLY FOR 
A MOMENT.T.T >







<YOU 
DARE ATTACK 

THIS HOLY 
PLACE?!>

<YES.> <WE 
DO.>

<NO!>
<STAY 

AWAY!>



<YOU 
SHOULD FLY 
AWAY WHILE 
YOU STILL 

CAN.>

OOF!

<IT CAN 
ONLY HARM 

YOU.>

<ANGER IS 
BAD...>

<| CAN 
FEEL YOUR 
ANGER.>



<NOW 
WHAT?>

<THEY 
KNOW WE’RE 

HERE.>

<JUST DO 
IT QUICKLY.>

<WE CAN’T 
HOLD OFF AN 

ARMY.>

<Once we 
know where it is, 

we’ll Concentrate 
our attack and 

destroy it.>

<Keep them at bay for a few 
minutes while we track down 
the mystical proxy that gives 

our enemies control of 
this Fudo temple.>

<On the 
contrary, 
I think you 

can…> <Even 
still, we 

search with 
haste, of 
course.>



<IT IS AS OLD 
SŌJŌBŌ USED 

TO SAY...>

<...“NEVER 
UNDERESTIMATE 
THE COURAGE OF 

THE NAIVE.”>

<YOU DEFILE 
MEGURO, THE 

SACRED 
BLACK EYE.>

<LEAVE OR BE 
DESTROYED.>



<YOUR 
BETRAYAL WILL 

COST YOU 
DEARLY.>

<YOU SHOULD NOT HAVE 
DISMISSED OUR GENEROUS 

OFFER, TSUCHIGUMO.>

<…But no 
more.>

<The 
upstarts lay 
claim to the 

kingdom.>

<Strong 
words but 
ultimately 

empty.>

<The price
of vengeance 
was set ages 
ago, long 

nose.>

<Centuries of 
oppression and pain 
paid by my brothers 

and sisters as 
you fools try and 

control the 
future...>



<THE ATTACK IS 
UNDERWAY..>

TRANSLATION: 
APOLOGIES, BUT WE ARE 
CLOSED FOR THE EVENING.



<HER
HEART THROBS 

WITH FEAR AND 
EXCITEMENT.>

<YES.>

<ATTACK!>

<GOOd.>

<Reach out 
to her.>

<DIRECT 
HER.>

<GIVE HER 
STRENGTH.>

<Show no 
mercy!>

<…And the 
elemental 

girl?>



<A SMALL VOICE IN <A SMALL VOICE IN <
MY HEAD SPEAKS 
TO ME...AND | AM 

FEARLESSFEARLESSFEARLES .S.S >

<IS THIS 
WHAT COURAGE 

FEELS LIKE?>

<MY LIMBS SEEM 
TO MOVE ALL 

ON THEIR OWN.>

NNG!

UNNH!

<SHOW NO 
MERCY!>

<ATTACK!>

<KEEP 
FIGHTING!>

<DON’T 
STOP!>



<THE VOICE IS 
RIGHT. | FEEL 
IT AGAIN...>

<MY FORM 
IS IRONIRONIRO .>

<AYANE...>

<NOW.>

<YOU WILL NOT 
DESECRATE OUR 

LEGACY!>

<THE TENGU HAVE 
SACRIFICED TOO MUCH 

ALREADY.>

<You are 
strong!>

<Ignore the 
pain!>



<| WILL-->

<WHA--?!>

<FOUL 
WHELPS!>

<Such 
joy that 
I live to 
see this 
day…>



 
<FUCK YOU, 
BIRD-BOY!>



<YES.> <IT’S...>

TRANSLATION: BELIEF.

<It’s 
underfoot, my 
friends, buried 
beneath the 
courtyard!>

<Become 
stone.>

<Burrow 
into the 
earth.>

<Find 
it!>

<My sisters 
have found 
the proxy!>

<Ah-HA!>



<|...>

<DESTROY 
IT!>

<A 
CORPSE?!>

<DESTROY 
IT!>

<N-no.>

<Please...>

<Y-
Y-You do not 
understand...>

<Sokushin-
butsu!>

<You must 
destroy 

it!>



<THEN, THE 
VOICE GOES 

QUIET.T.T >

<EVERYTHING 
SEEMS TO SLOW 

DOWNDOWNDOW ..N..N .>

<|’M BACK IN 
MY BEDROOM.>

<BUT THIS TIME |’M 
NOT SURPRISED.NOT SURPRISED.NOT SURPRISED>

<MY NAME IS 
OHARA.>

<|’M 
HERE.>

<Our 
future...>



<WHAT 
A FUCKING 
WASTE...>

<SHIT, DID 
WE MISS A 

SWEET 
FIGHT?>

<THANK 
YOU FOR 

PROTECTING 
MY FRIENDS 

WHILE | WAS 
GONE.>

<| KNOW.>



<R-Rori...>

<YES, BUT SOMETHING’S 
DIFFERENT ABOUT 

HER.>
<NOT ME, 
NIKAIDO.> <WE ARE 

DIFFERENT, 
AREN’T WE, 
CREATURES 
OF OLD?>

<US.>_

<...AWARE 
AND 

AWAKE.>

<THE 
THREADS 

OF LIFE THAT 
CONTROL THE 
WORLD AND 
OUR PLACE 
WITHIN IT.>

<| KNOW WHY 
THESE WAYWARD 
CHILDREN SCARE 

YOU...>

<|'VE SEEN 
THE WEAVE 
IN ALL ITS 
GLORY.>

<SHE IS 
AWARE...> <All is 

lost.>

<We have 
failed.>



MEKI, THE YELLOW 
EYE FUDO TEMPLE

<WHY 
YOU TRIED TO 

SEPARATE 
US...>

MEAO, THE BLUE 
EYE FUDO TEMPLE

<...CONTROL 
US...>

MEAKA, THE RED 
EYE FUDO TEMPLE

<...HUNT US 
DOWN...>

MEJIRO, THE WHITE 
EYE FUDO TEMPLE

<BUT 
IT ENDS 
HERE...>

<YOUR 
TIME IS 
OVER.>

MEGURO, THE BLACK 
EYE FUDO TEMPLE

<WE’RE NOT 
RUNNING 

ANYMORE...>



MEKI, THE YELLOW 
EYE FUDO TEMPLE

<WHY 
YOU TRIED TO 

SEPARATE 
US...>

MEAO, THE BLUE 
EYE FUDO TEMPLE

<...CONTROL 
US...>

MEAKA, THE RED 
EYE FUDO TEMPLE

<...HUNT US 
DOWN...>

MEJIRO, THE WHITE 
EYE FUDO TEMPLE

<BUT 
IT ENDS 
HERE...>

<YOUR 
TIME IS 
OVER.>

MEGURO, THE BLACK 
EYE FUDO TEMPLE

<WE’RE NOT 
RUNNING 

ANYMORE...>



<...AND 
WE’RE GOING 

TO WIPE 
YOU OUT.>

<WE'RE 
THE NEW 
GODS OF 
JAPAN.>
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