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LET'S GET
BIGHT TO IT,
SHALL WEF WHY
WASTE YOUR TIME
A AND MINEP

I THINK WHAT
I'p L’EAL—L—H' LIKE

ALL, JAMES, |5
WHO AND WHAT
ARE YOU?

HMMM? WHY
ARE YOU POING
ﬂjm, JAME

wou UP TO?

I D"N’ 1
WHAT TO 544, MISS
WE.ATHE:MILL. IaM
AN _AI“-'L’:‘EL—, AN m’.TU Al

.'\-‘IE-;*ﬂbN GE 01— THE
HOST OF —

PERHAFPS WE CAN
HUREY THIS ALONG,
IF L TELL YOU A LITTLE
ABOUT MYSELF. PARDON
THE EGREGIOUS H
OF ETIQUETTE, BUT
I AM ABOUT TO
ET LISTING

r' THAN I Loo -3r IF r..w

PEPARTMENT FOR t:I-JHT OF THOSE

YEARS, BY THE WaY,

IN .ﬁ\l?["'T.'F‘N I'Ve

OF THE FEW
E—H OF MONA El e
EFM. THE ULTIMATE
L—IBE‘M‘Q




AaY NOT
NOW WHAT
30T T







sig, true to m.E;j
d I've had a
ng look at t

too
L

il
weomforta [‘Ijl.;d
hot. did You know
qotuaLL‘_Lj

[ could hardly be expected

to Live here, accustomed as
| am. to the o iay 55,
The grand pl.ut:‘:wi'..:- depths.

I GUESS
You couLe
SAY THAT.




So this worl
yet anoth
whieh b
ﬂv‘.gthi

TREAD
CAREFULLY, VAMPIRE,
WOUR STERENGTHS ARE

INSIGNIFICANT
COMPARED TO
MINE.

BUT I'P
RATHER NOT
HAVE TO
PEMONSTRATE £




THIS BopY
I'VE 50 CAREFULLY
CRAFTED, AT GREAT
EXPENSE, T MIGHT ADD,
ISN'T CAPABLE OF
CONTAINING THE FULL
FLUSH OF MY TRUE
ASPECT.

These huwnmans are so w‘awdcrfuLL_L sus.ccptihte
to seemingb endless varieties ofj Linfernal
possession, tnfestation, and transformation.

DON'T FORCE Me
TO PISCARD IT, IN
ORPER TO TEACH YOU A
LESSON ABOUT WHAT
HAPPENS WHEN ANTS
PAEE TO INTEUPE IN
THE MATTERS OF

They've practically living petrie
dishes, perfect growth mediums
for- anly nimber Df Lwttr‘f.sti.m-:a
wew thawatoforms.

WE PON'T
OFTEN FORGIVE
SUCH HUBRIS,

So, breeding farms it is. The
people of this wretched place truly
arew't good for much, but oh what
a wonderful dung ln which so
many dread erops can flowrish.




TRUTH Be TOLD,
ANGEL, T'VE GROWN
CURIOUSLY FOND OF
YOU IN OUR SHORT
ACQUAINTANCE.
of course, this will
reguire @ huge extra
Linvestiment Ln
Lnfrastructure and
EXPErt MAnpOWer.

OKAY, NOT
YoU EXACTLY,
I &8 =, BUT ANGELUS.
So, even though I = HIM I LIKE.
modestly interested ™
f.r\: Your offer. the
original price You
qu.ﬂtdﬁ Sl'.lrpra
L] won't do.

A hundred cities of The Howl, plus all
of my properties along Lnder Road?
Preposterous. You must be dreaming.

SUCH
POTENTIAL
ANGELUS HAS, EVEN
FOR A LOWLY
BLOODPSUCK.

OF Worse; Ljou've beewn

sampling Your owwn
rodiet agatw.

P

I WONPER IF YOoU
REALIZE HOW MUCH OF HIM
SHINES THROUGH. EVEN
WHEN YOU’RE AT YOUR BEST
HE INFORMS YOUR EVERY
THOUGHT ANP MOOPD.




Take my ad
Bowe Mists. Youw never could handle them.

PIP YOU KNOW
THAT? PO YoU
FEEL HIM,

NG TO

DARK, O
OF 4 5U

But to get back to it, 'me i
Lee. Yow'll have to come

Let the hag va begin.

IN ANY CASE, TAKE CARE
OF YOURSELF, BUDDY. REST. GET
BETTER. QUIT RISKING YOUR VALUABLE
UNLIFE FOR THESE SHORT-LIVED,

WHO KNOWS? T
MIGHT HAVE USE
FOR YOU IN TIMES

TO COME.

BYE FOR
NOW.




My dear brother, Mys. T veceived
your many lellers.  kepe you don't”

prapesly bul i3 Such fun
miowent of fright on ie:

They Say Suck tevior doesw' actaally
Bansfes, spicing up The 1asté and
Sragrance of Wieir bones, as i
commenly belicved, bul™] disagsee.

7 swear  can tasté a
difference.  Tiuly can.




Porgive me for not wiiling back soones,
but J've beer ever se busy. ' pleated
Thal yea ve idresed in parchading one

of my levely litlle holdings—this Earth
place. Bt don'ter a minude believe P
youst ndgsesl S ad casual as you el on,

Yous want This place, dearestof my hearl; 7
can Tell by your allempls T downplay @ That
and The amount of Tame yow Soent These. Ho
owe lingen) So fong in @ place of Such Scant
value as you allempt 16 counleyfed:.

|

N

AN




we bolh Shate T& make you pay fy

TO THE HOSPI
TIME. IT LOO

SHELL LIV

'Wmﬂlﬂlﬂﬂﬂlllﬂllllllmu“n““ﬂm

—  p—

Tl not-only have the cilies of The
Houd, and the Thnder Read properties




MY FORMER
HANDS AND
FEET?

G kwow This hasls, but would
you fove me So mack i G didn't
Testiire you S completoly?

WHY |5 THAT?
WHY PO LOST VAMPIRE
APPENDAGES TURN
TO DUST NOW? THEY
PIPN'T BEFORE,

How, a: y . s live, G fear :
Now, as 16 the matter of letimg Angelus live, G fear i i

b | thatmay have been a mistake, He's ne meve vampire, = AGE OF THE

VAMPIRE RACE. BUT
NOT FOR MANY
CENTURIES.

50 WHAT'S
CHANGED?
OR WHY?

Pist; @ Vuly delicions amount
of prophecy and falé savsound)
him, clinging 16 him like one
of my frequent uildss.

M5
WEATHEEMILL AND
I WERE INTERESTEP
IN THE 5AME
QUESTION, WE HAD A
FEW THEORIES.




O some wag yet 16 be sevealed,
ke a plagey e our lasgey Sage.

A much as T graleful 12

Them for prelecling my prepesly

Hghil froms Bhose upslast claim
Jurpe distarbed fy Theis
impressive Success wale,

ONE OF CO UFHE . : FRIGHTENING

Second, ke and his band ave ore of Three groups
sesponsible for saving my (e world Tane and again,
Though They ‘ve nevey boen aware of il5 Tue provenance,

TO THE OLD WAYS
WITH IT?

L . EVERYTHING

AFFE "'“' EVE '-r'THII‘Ju

ELSE, IN NATURE AS
WEL—L— AS THE
SUPERNATURE.

] cu RGE IT [6N'T
EVEN AWARE OF.

AND HOW POES
THnT EXPLAIN JAN
; PPENLY TURNIN
\ INTO THE KING OF ALL
! PILLOCKST

WHO CAN
S5AY 7 THEY MAY
BE UNRELATED.




Tow should have destioged Angelws
and ki) enlive crew, evem al The cost
of having 16 Shed yous hamsan gow.

ANGEL., FALL
OF OTHERWIS
MUCH

MY HANDS
G kwow you claim 13 be = Fl EM LIKe
wd of The creatase, bul™ — . . ; { 2
dow'ttay that- ] think &5 | % B | o5 ZEane o
Just becanse you're Jo cheap. P N B, B oUT THeN.

I Adenit i il Tovanl T8 siik
gelling yous prelly humarn body
1o ap, and Uhew have 16 bear
The cost t‘f JIORNRG @ HEwW ORE.

o swear, ,.-ffgrr. Thal quaint”

huuntan idiens 8 So apl where
you're concemed. Yoa counld
pinch a penny unlil i Cloeds.

HOUGH
W HERE







——

f _ _a—A )

I 1'm golng wse this world

to farm demons using /
6:52 AM, humaw hosts, why waLt to

get started? | grew the most
- amazing Soul Eater from a
decrepit old welfare cheat.

HELLO. T'M
_ JAMES, WELLOME
TO MY WORLD. HOW WouLD
YOU LIKE TO FEAST
ON SOME OF THE MOST
PELICIOUS 50ULS
EVER TO GRACE
YOUR FIGURATIVE
TABLEF

S0ULS ALL
AROUND. T CAN
SMELL THEM.

PACKED TIGHT.
CROWPED.




TRUE. AND FEEL
REE TO GRAZE A :
AEM AS LH{JU L

[ ULAR TR EATS,
GINNING WITH THIS
MPIRE NAMED —

NOW LET’E
BATHED AN

AVENING WOLF
AMONG THE LAM
SHALL WET

. TALK }S urt
“'h. NTTLES,
HUH?







NO, CONNOR, T
PIPN'T GIVE YOU AWAY IN
OME BIZARRE SORT OF
AN AREANGEDP MA
TO ILLYRIA.

I ONLY AGREED
NOT TO INTERFERE IF SHE
PECIPED TO... UH... TAKE A RUN

PECISIONS ABOUT WHO YOU
CHOO%E TO—

, OR PEMONESS —
P IPING ON WHOSE
JUNT YOU READ — WHILE
I'M A LOWLY MORTAL HUMAN,
WHO'S ONLY BEEN AROUNDP
FOR A FEW YEARS,

DON'T BE LUPICROUS, |4
THAT THE CO CT TERM?
LUPICROUS? SYNONYMS ARE
LAUGHABLE AND RIPICULOUS.

YOU'RE AN
EXTEAORPINARY
HUMAN. AND NOT AT
ALL M -, BY THE
STANDARD PEFINITION. NOT
ENTIRELY HUMAN EITHER,
INFACT. 5TRONG.
POWERFUL-.

A LOPESTONE
FOR SEVERAL
AXIS-LINES OF
TERRIBLE PESTINY,
WHAT MOEE COULD
A WOMAN
WANT?

N. FRED
IAS A GOOD
CHOICE FOR MY
HOST IN THIS
WORLD.

GUNN ONCE
SAID THIS BOPY |9
OKING HOT* THOUGH

I HAVEN'T NOTICED MANY
E

A ACTUAL T

APOROUS
DISCHARGE, FOR
THAT MATTER.

YOU'LL MAKE
AN EXCELLENT
FATHER FOR
OUR BROOD.

BrROOD?

A5 [N PLURALT
UHM... HOW MANY
ARE YOU THINKING

: OF —

NO. WAIT
THAT'S BESIDE
THE POINT. YOU
SEE, ILLYRIA,

\ VOU'RE A LOVELY §

WOMAN,




A EUPHEMISM,
pERHAPS? )

BUT THE POINT 15,
NEARLY EVERY MALE
I'VE ENCOUNTERED IN

THIS WORLP LOOKS UPON
ME WITH UNPISGUISED
LUST. ELEVEN FEMALES
50 FAE, TOO.

AND I CAN TELL
YOU'EE ATTEALTEP TO
ME. QUICKENING OF PULSE. PARTIAL
PERSPIRATION. INCRE ASED REDIRECTION
ZATHING RATE. SLIGHT OF BLOOD FLOW
FLUSH TO THE VISIBLE TO ENGORGE THE
EPIDERMIS. EXTREMITY OF
YOUR —

WE CAN'T
PELAY MUCH
LONGER, CONNOR. T
AM AT MY OPTIMUM
BREEDING CYCLE
NOW.

50, AFTER I
NIBBLE ON YOUR NECK
FOE A TIME, SHOULD T
CONTINUE BY PUTTING
MY TONGUE IN YOUR
MOUTH?
THE MANUAL T
CEAP INPICATED THIS
15 ONE OF THE MOST
PESIRABLE WAYS TO
PROCEED PURING THE
FOREPLAY PHASE OF
INTERCOOPERATIVE
HUMAN COITUS.

I ——marg,

5TOP, FOR
JUST A SECOND,
PLEASE, WHILE
I THINK.

I PON'T
WANT TO—

WANT TO. I REALLY
WANT TO MORE
THAN ANYTHING,

NO, THAT'S N
NOT TRUE. I PO







YOU'RE
O5ED TO BE THE

WESLEY. MAYBE
OU KNEW HIM?

WHICH I°LL B
GL-AP TO
WITH YoU, BUT NOT

HING YOU KNOW
UT THE NATURE
OF PROPHECY.




AND HOW WOULD GET OUT.
THEY KNOW WHO GET OUT.
RECRUITED THEM? WE'VE | 2
HAD 50ME PRETTY DARK eer our
CUSTOMERS PRETENDING
TO BE THE GOOD GUYS
BEFORE.

IT’S NOT LIKE
THEY COME WITH
CERTIFICATES OF

AUTHENTICITY NOW,

DO THEY?

AND WHY DOES
] = . PEOPHECY HAVE
NO, THEY PO - Y TO BE 50 CE’EF"T!C
NOT COME WITH L - ANYWAY P
CEETIFICATES. J =
HO MADE

50 WHO'5 o ) -%?u;l:f?ﬂf??
TO KNOW WHO'5 | 3 4 y
REALLY THE ONE
WHISPERING CRYPTIC
NONSENSE INTO T PLEASE. LEAVE
YOUR EAR] . \ NOW AND T'LL BE
: | 'l voug FrRIEND. T/LL
LB AVE O Gl | k77—l +55IGN YOU ALL THE
e \ | - 2 BEST JOBS FOR
g 1 4 _ ! THE NEXT WEEK.
ON YoU. ]

IF IT'S REALLY

y PESTINED TO COME
TRUE, WHY CAN'T IT 5AY,
“ON THIS SPECIFIC DAY, IN
THIS SPECIFIC YEAR, THIS

SPECIFIC ARSEWIPE |5
GOING TO PO THIS
SPECIFIC THING?"

WHY CAN'T
IT 5AY THAT,
HUH?

ARE THERE
RULEST AND IF
50, WHO MAKES

THEM?







I'v't: MINUTE
TURY AGO.

Wou. NOW,
KINPLY G ?l
MY QuaAgR




ANGEL
WANT TO

WELL, T JUST
GOT OFF SHIFT AND T
WANTED TO TALK OVER
THE JAMES SITUATION.
ALL OF MY S0URCES

HAVE Ct

- ’E YOU TAKING
b ’ Je CLOTHES
CUSSION, NHY ARE YoU
E, BUT— NG YOUR
CLOTHES OFFF

GET UP
NIGHT,
oU He

BUT WHY
AT

ARE




WELL, AS LONG
AS WE HAVE TO
WE'VE HAD THIS
S0 Tirs TIND UNRESOLVED SEXUAL
TOL’ET”E‘ZN’ WHY NOT  reNsioN BETWEEN US FOR
PO IT IN BED! 50 LONG, PERCOLATING LIKE
A—NO, T THINE SIMMERING'S
A BETTER WORD FOR IT.
5IMMERING LIKE A—

MY POINT 15, WHY BECAUSE IT

NOT JUST GET IT OUT OF
THE WAY AND NOT HAVE
THIS HANGING OVER OUR
HEAD LIKE A SWOED OF
PAMOCLES, HMMM?

ISN'T PEOFESSIONAL.

I PON'T WANT TO RISK
RUINING OUR WORKING
RELATIONSHIP BY RIELPING
TO A MOMENT ARY —

HEY, THAT'S A
GREAT BRA.

ISN'T ITP I GOT IT
ON SALE FEOM THE
SWEET BOUTIQUE ON
ROBERTSON. PRETTY
HOT, HUKH?

WANT ME TO
LEAVE IT ON OR
TAKE IT OFF7

AH, WHAT THE
HELL. LEAVE IT ON.

v T CAN REMOVE IT
LATER WITH MY
2 TEETH.

GET IN I
| HEFE, HONEY |}
) BISCUIT.




NOW WHAT &=
ARE YOU
DOING?

WELL I'VE
CLEARLY CHANGED
: MY MIND, HAVEN'T 17
B YOU'RE NOT REALLY A5 B
A UNATTRACTIVE AS YOU o
ATTEMPT TO BE.

\l WiLLIaM! PUT

YOUR PANTS BACK
ON, THIS INSTANT!
PUT EVERYTHING J !
BACK ON/!
OR — OH,
HELL. WHAT AM
T THINKING —

OR AT LEAST
TAKE THOSE
RIPICULOUS SHORTS
OFF. TRY TO BE
MORE MATURE.

THIS IS GOING
TO FRESENT

S50ME INTERESTING
PROBLEMS IN BOTH ) ~ . - :

PROCESS AND " ’ . NONSENSE.

ARCHITECTURE, } A ; YOU'RE A VAMPIRE

/ - : -+ WITH SUPERNATURALLY H
ENHANCED STEENGTH,

?/, B N\ - . g § 8 DEXTERITY, AND TN
' E SENSES, |
- o R IF YOU CAN'T FIND A WAY TO
- _ 2K AROUND A FEW 0BSTACLES,
._ = AND STILL GET THE JOB DONE, THEN
"‘,- 4 WHAT GOOP ARE YOU?

LET'S JUST SEE IF
WE CAN PO THIS WITHOUT
FURTHER INJURIES, PLEASE.
AND SERIOUSLY, WHAT'S
WITH THE UGLY SHORTS?
ARE YOU TWELVE?




CAN'T WE JUST
L ABOUT THIS A
LITTLE MORE?

"NE"‘TL—V WIL—[—I.\M'

OFF WI'I’H"U'I‘ P‘l PIW
THEM.

V'JHAT AR E

‘-UD‘_["FNI,\H IN THE
MOOP FOR-UIH-

I’M NOT SURE.
WHAT DO YOU THINK,
HONEY DOVE 7




WHAT ARE
YOU POING IN
MY ROOM?

. THAT SEEMS A FINE
IPEA-HERM-D0 YOU PREFER

MISTER POLYPHEMUS, OR ARE
You L‘-OMFOE*;\BL& WITH The —
MORE RELA \

SIMPLY 3
LyPHEMUS G

CIR _.UM‘-F‘E Al

ANYTHING AMISS7
TROUBLED. THEN AG
15 MY FIRST ENC g
WITH ONE OF YOUR KIND.

ILLYRIA BEING IN HEAT.
SHE'S F‘UTTINJ OuUT A TRULY
'E AMOUNT OF
NES, WHICH SEEM
TO BE AFFECTING THE

| cererence, But Faw SE
TO GET MY OBSCURE
SENSE OF HUMOR.




/ l
=7 IT'5NOT vou,

ILLYRIA, IT'S
| JUST THAT I'M
NOT READY TO BE
= A FATHER.

A FATHER
AGAIN , YoU
MEAN.

OKAY, SURE.
AND LOOK HOW
WELL THAT
TURNED OUT.

IRONY, RIGHTF OR
15 THAT SARCASM? I
5TILL GET CONFUSED ON
THOSE TWO. OR, WERE
YOU BEING SINCERET

ARE YOU oTILL
PESIROUS OF SIRING A
WORLD-PESTROVYING
MONSTER GOPPESS?

IF 50, THAT '
SEEMS TO CONFLICT
WITH YOUR FATHER'S

MORAL WORLPVIEW AND
STATEP MISSION. HE
SEEMS PETERMINED TO
PROTECT THIS WORLD
AND ITS LOWLY
MINIONS,

Y ARE YOoU
il TURNING EVIL
. AGAIN,
\ CONNOR?

WOULDN'T 5A¢Y T\
WAS EVIL THEN, 50 |
MUCH AS TERRIBLY S8

MIsGUIPED. :




7>

Q)
n.“’

‘.\.“‘\-




WHAT EXA(

HAPPENED

STRIKE THA

WHAT HAPPEN

WHY? DON'T T
WRONG,

WOU'RE NOT EXACTLY

MY CUPPA.

LUCKILY FOR
BOTH OF U5, THER

BARRING THE
UNFORES

\U THIS
KNOW WHAT PI

IAaM S0 C
NOT INT

JING TO BE
TIGATED.

) URSE I'M CAPABLE
OF NON-PROPUCTIVE
UNTIL THEN, BUT NOT WITH ¥
I HOFE THAT POESN'T MA
WOoU FEEL INAPEQUATE AND
INTERFE /ITH FUTURE
AROUSALS.




BRADLEY
HUBBLE.

A LAMIA THAT WAS
(NG YOU—WHICH
THEY DID.

YOU/LL TAKE
ME WITH
INT|
YOUR W
EVE

I WON'T
PO ANY ‘H




MMMMMMMM,




GHT IN FROM = : Mg
oopy / A MINUTE
KED AND WAIT FOR YOU TO
MOVE ALONG.




Y _ Nosopv
LEAVING? FINE,
THEN. LET'S GET
A DOWN TO IT.

MY NAME 15
/ SPIKE. YOU'LL ALL
RECOGNIZE ME, BECAUSE
I WAS ONE OF THOSE
BLOKES WHO SAVED YOUR
BL-OODPY ARSES WHEN WE
ALL WENT TO HELL
TOGETHER.

EXCEPT We .
PIPN'T ACTUALLY : NO, YoU

GO TO HELL. WE |
ALL WENT
JUST ALL THINK We - ' TO HELL AND

PID. FALSE / {
: P THEN ME AND
MEMORIES. d = MY CREW FIXED

— 3 THINGS 50 THAT IT

RETROACTIVELY

DIPN'T HAPPEN.

NOT QUITE THE

SAME THING,

15 IT?

== —
NO, NO, NO, PUT YOUR N

S THE POINT
HAND POWN. WE AREN'T 15, ¥OU ALL
GOING TO GET SIDETRACKED KNOW ME, BIGHT?
INTO A PEBATE ABOUT WHETHER 1'M FAMOUS,
| WE PIP OF PIP NOT ACTUALLY 4
SPEND A SEASON [N HELL.

NO, HE WILL
NOT BE HERE. YOU
AREN'T HERE TO

WORK FOR HIM.
YOU'RE HERE TO

WORK FOR ME.

FAMOUS AS
ANGEL. WILL HE BE
HERE TONIGHT

WEITING
PROPHECY. YOU'RE
THE TOP OUT-OF-WORK YOU'RE GOING
WRITERS. YOU KNOW HOW TO WRITE REAMS OF '
TO SPIN A GOOP 5TORY. 50 IT. TONS OF IT. WE'RE
YOU'RE GOING TO WRITE GOING TO FLOOD THE
UP PROPHECIES WITH ME WORLD WITH NEW
AS THE HERO WHO PROPHECIES. ANY
SAVES THE DAY, QUESTIONS?




WELL, ANGEL
5 5 SPECIAL \

i % 0
T UOW CAN WE WANT TO
HELP YoU? Lr'OU wr;

TALKING DI
TO ANGE

WE NEED TO
OTH ANGEL ANP
SPIKE TOGETHER. ] 15T.
THIS |15 MY PAUGHTEE L
BY THE WAY.

mwua,rrfws WL \ ANGEL AND

. TOGETHER
A 4 |
T . Stet el - ) WE'LL WAIT A5

I.-uNu ASIT










COME WITH U5,
WHETHER YoU
WANT TO OR
NOT. WE DON'T
WANT TO HAVE
TO FORCE
You, BUT—

BLY COME INT
AND BRIEFED US
OF You. Ik

OR EMFPLOY YOUR
WEAPON

IP YOU IMAGINE WE
EVER GO INTO HA

FULL INTELLIGEN
POTENTIAL ALLIE
AS ENEMI

NO, IT'6 CLEARLY YOU
UNPERSTANDING.
5 TOWN NOW. HE'S
THE S0LE HORITY AND
PROTELTOR OF THE LAND, THE
CITY, AND ITS PEOPLE.

D TO HELP, IN THE
oU CAN, BUT NON

£ ALLOWED TO INTER

15 THE NEW L

IF YOU ATTE
TO LAY HAND
ME, YOU’L

" THAT BE A

ouTCOM




OFF A
THAN YoU




AND BACK IN B

AROUND —PETECTIVE 50 WHY NOT
WORK, IF YOU WILL. AND ME? OR, TO BE
GUESS WHAT? THERE ARE MORE PRECISE, WHY
NO RULES FOR WHO GETS NOT MY SMALL ARMY
TO WRITE PROPHECLY. OF WORK-FOR-HIRE
NOT A ONEg! WRITERST

LAST THE VITAL
QUESTION. PERHAFPS
A THE LOT OF YOU AREN'T
SPECIFICALLY ENTIRELY PIM AFTER
]l APE WE GOING AlLL. MARK YOURSELF
TO WEITE A DOWN FOR A MOPEST
BONUS. REMIND ME
. OF IT LATEE.

YOU'RE GOING TO
WRITE ABOUT ME. YOU'RE
GOING TO PROPHECY THAT

ANYTIME, FROM NOW ON, WHEN
THE APOCALYPSE LOOMS AND
THE CRAFP RAIN 5TARTS TO
FALL, I'M THE BIG HERO
WHO 5AVES US ALL.

HEY, THAT RHYMES,
S0RT OF. GOOP. L.OTS OF OLD
PROPHECIES ARE CONSTRUCTED
POETICALLY, 50 SOMEONE
REMEMBER THAT.

1'M THE BIG
HERO WHO GETS
THE GIRL AND SAVES
OUR COLLECTIVE
BACON. AND WE'LL
TALK IN A BIT ABOUT
THE SPECIFIC
GIRL I HAVE IN ANGEL 15 VERY
MIND. SPECIFICALLY NOT THE HERO.
GET ITP EITHER YOU WILL NOT
MENTION ANGEL AT ALL OF, BETTER
YET, YOU WILL CAST HIM A5 SOME
S0RT OF VILLAIN.

YES, THAT'S IT.

MAKE HIM THE VILLAIN.
AND GIVE HIM SOME PONCEY,
DRAMA QUEEN, PRISSY NAME

LIKE PUSK, OR SUNSET,
OR THE FALL OF
PARKNESS.

NOW, LET'S
GET TO WOERK,
SHALL WET







CHANGED THE
RULES?

OKAY, THIS
19 OPD ENOUGH TO
MERIT FURTHER 5TUDY, BY
S5I15TERS MORE APEPT IN
THE INFERNAL FORENSIC
ARTS THAN ME.

CONGRATULATIONS,
CREATURE. YOU GET TO }
BE TAKEN ALIVE.

AT LEAST
UNTIL THE
AUTOPSY,
WHERE —

WHAT IN THE
MANY DISCREET
HELLSP! WHAT'S YOUR
BLOOD POING TO
MY BLADET

IT TOOK ME
THIRTY-SEVEN
YEARS TO GROW IT
AND EPUCATE IT FROM
A BABY., HOW/LL T
REPLACE IT HERE IN
THIS PRIMITIVE
WoeLp?




PAD, MI5S N
WEATHERMILL, IT'M
GLAD YOU'RE BACK. WE
"\ HAVE AN ODP SITUATION

SHAPING UP IN THE
OFFIu&

THAT’S NOT
AUTOMATICALLY A
DANGER 516N, CONNOR. |
HALF OUR CLIENTS ARE
INHUMAN N 50ME
CAPACITY.

IF SHE'S A DEMON,
I'M CONFIPENT I CAN
IPENTIFY HER. AND IF I
CAN'T, MISTER FPOLYPHEMUS
= CERTAINLY CAN.

ONE OF OUR OLP
CLIENTS, HUBBLE, |9 HERE
TO PAY HI5 PAST PUE BILL,
8 BUT HE ACTS MORE LIKE A HALF
\ PEAD PRE-ZOMBIE THAN A
LIVING HUMAN BEING.

AND HI5 FEMALE ‘
& COMPANION 15 EVEN éﬁ

WORSE. I'M PRETTY SURE [N
SHE’S A DEMON, BUT T
CAN'T BEGIN TO GUES5

WHAT KIND.

PEMONIC SPECIES ON SIGHT, AND
CONSIDER ABLY MORE WITH
APPROFPRIATE INFERNABIOLOGICAL
SAMPLES TO TEST.

BUT THAT’S NOT THE
WEIEPEST THING. THEY
INSIST ON MEETING WITH

BOTH YOU AND SPIKE BEFORE
PAYING THEIR BILL. SHE 54aY5,
AND | QUOTE, “JUST ONE OF
YOU WOULD BE A WASTE
OF EFFORT."

HOW MUCH
POE%S HUBBLE
OWE US?

NINETEEN
GRAND AND
CHANGE.

. WELL, THAT'S

[ eNoUGH TO INDULGE A

FEW ECCENTRICITIES.

ANYONE KNOW WHERE
SPIKE 157



AT ONCE 5P
AND ANGEL A
E.

HE

WoUL ' '
OM. Bl i~ aNe see For ‘

M F.

NOT YET,
POLYPHEN + LI P
THEM T

J




IN THE MEANTIME,
WILL YOU KEEFP AN EYE
| ON THINGS, ANGEL-, WHILE
CONNOR AND I HAVE THAT
CHAT WE SPOKE OF
EARLIER?

SURE. MIGHT AS

~f WELL DO THAT, WHILE

WE'RE ALL TWIPPLING
OUR THUMBS, WAITING
FOR SPIKE.

I WANTED SOME TIME TO
GIVE YOU A BRIEFING ON WHAT I'VE
BEEN ABLE TO FIND OUT ABOUT THE
S515TERHOOD OF JARO HULL, BUT
THINGS KEFT COMING UP.

SURE.
WHAT HAVE
YouU BEEN
ABLE TO
PlG UP?

FIEST OF ALL, I'VE BUT I CAUTION YOU
NO EVIDENCE THAT THEY  THAT EVERYTHING COMES WITH
AREN'T EVERY BIT AS LOYAL A PRICE—MOST ESPECIALLY
TO YOU AS THEY CLAIM SOMETHING THAT'S OFFERED
TO BE. FOR FREE.

SO0NERE OF LATER
THEY'RE GOING TO PRESENT
YOU WITH A BILL FOR SERVICES
RENPERED. WHAT IF IT'S FOR
MORE THAN YOU'RE WILLING,
OR ABLE, TO PAY?

) IN ORIGIN,
Zf THEY USED TO
7 BE A MINOR
| PEMONIC SPECIES
BRED SPECIFICALLY
AS SLAVES AND
PLEASURE
HOSTESSES FOR A
GROUP OF FAIRLY
MAJOR PEMONS
CALLEDP THE
JUSK, .

YHoU WON'T FIND ANY JUSK PEMONS
TOPAY, BECAUSE THEY'RE ALL EYTINCT.
AGES AGD AND WOELDS DISTANT, THE
JARO HULL EO%E UP AGAINST TH&IE
MASTERS AND WIPED THEM OUT.”







L © . AMET B g AND THIS
Al I3 & _ . I5 ONLY THE

; ; ; BEGINNING. T/M
MY ADVICE, 20ING TO KEEP
CONNOR: WATCH THINGS ARE 2 ]
FINALLY COMING

UP MY WAY.
EVERY OTHER
PROPHECY UNDER

A ALL THIS NEW

D MATERIAL.

HAVE TO CALL
WOU BACK, PARTNER. _
SOMETHING’S UP AT i B A
THE HOME BASE. 4 SITUATION IN THE
" T ] I FICE. GEARING UP
CASE IT TURNS
UGLY, YOU’LL WANT
TO JOIN IN. '

THERE YOU
ARE. WE WERE
T ABOUT TO

GIVE UP ON

SPIKE AND
ANGEL WILL GO IN
Fl , JUST IN CASE
THEY AR [
HERE FOR NEFARIOUS
REASONS. BUT TRUST

BE A FIGHT. I CAN
RACTICALLY
MELL IT.







THESE THINGS
AEE STRONG, BUT
NOT IMPOSSIELE

TO KiLL.

WANT TO AVOID
PROXIMITY IF YOU'VE

I BELIEVE I
RECOGNIZE OUR
ADVERSARY. IT'M

REASONABLY CERTAIN
HE MAY BE A 50UL

OF COURSE
SHE 15, ISN'T IT
oBvVIOUS?

AND I'LL BE
PINING ON NOT ONE
BUT TWO VAMPIRE

50ULS TONIGHT!

THAT HAS TO
BE THE RAREST OF
PELICACIES IN A
THOUSAND
REALMS/!




BUT NOW I
SEE I'VE BEEN
CHEATED!

ANGEL
CLEARLY HAS
A S0UL! I CAN
TASTE IT FROM

HERE!

BUT NOT
THIS ONEe!

THIS THING i

15 AS EMPTY AS
ALL THE OTHERS J
i OF HIS KIND! 4

YOU TAKE
THAT BACK, YO
SLANDEROUS
BINT! /







1 BLOODY
WELL EARNED
T :

&
FROM HER!

ALL GIFT-W
FOR ME BY

THEN WH
HAPPEN
D>

BECAUSE T




HER 5TILL,
ILLYRIA!

CLEARLY IN

RVATION

COULDN'T ELET

(.i"_ Y Sy

-

pdn '»‘;ﬁf/f{f/fh._ ;

N WiTH Me. T
HOW TO




MM
L You
NP







S 500N AS

THOSE TWO HAVE THE
PEMON IMMERSED IN THE
’TCl"I‘IuE(T COLP WATER, YOU PASH
OF U5, IN THEEE, @UICK A5 YOU
CAN, AND 5LIT ILLYRIA'S

THROAT WITH THIS

PAGGER.

ANGEL!

/ SPIKE AND T
CAN'T HOLD THIS
CREATURE UNDER

I'M A PEMON,

ON [5 ANC
FPOWERFUL. LIKE T Wﬂ"l
PON'T ASK 50 MANH’
QUESTIONS.
WHAT IT |15,

MAKE SURE ILLYRIA
15 LEANING OVER TH
TUB. ANDP PON’'T PAWDLE.
PON'T GIVE THE PEMON
A SPARE SECOND TO
ESTAB A BITE

2k
ON YOUR 50UL.

ARE YoU
KIPPING MEP I'M
NOT GOING TO
CUT ILLYRIA'S
THEOAT!







ILLYRIA HAS

POWERFUL )

|

No, T'LL BURN
AWAY TH T
HUMAN




1'1*!

=i
“:! ';'; ir.iff.M”




BLOOPY HELL.
IT'S ABOUT TIME.
My ARMS ARE GOING
TO FALL OFF.

I HOPE NOT.
IT TOOK TOO
LLONG FOR YOUR
LEG TO GROW

ALL RIGHT,
THEN. BADDIE
PISPATCHED. NOW : _
IT'6 TIME FOR ¥OU 2 W ...I WANT THIS
TO HELP ME... 4! L “MIS5ING” "_’;GUL

A BUSINESS FIGURED
] OUT. NOW.

LET'S 5AY WE
BELIEVE YOU, AND
You pIP NOT LOSE

YOUR S0UL

L. PIP. NOT. LOSE.
IT. WE'VE ALL SEEN
WHAT HAPPENS TO YOU
AND I'M FINE. MAYBE A
LITTLE... OFF MY GAME
LATELY. BUT FINE.

ACCORPING TO CONNOR, NOT COMMENTS THAT
T FINE. HE SAID YOU'VE BEEN SUGGESTED YOU KNEW
RANGELY AND MADE SOME HER.. INTIMATELY. THAT
ABOUT THAT VAMPIRE YOU POESN'T SOUND LIKE
KILLED BEFORE COMING TO GET ME. A YGoOOP" SPIKE TO ME.

L... WNELL... T MEAN...
MAYBEP I DID SORT
OF... L PON'T KNOW
WHAT CAME OVER ME.
IT'6 ALL KIND OF

L WENT THERE 90 BLOOD? THAT'S
We COULD QUESTION NOT GOOP. THE
i HER AND THEN... I LAST THING WE NEED
REMEMBER BLOOP, AND 19 THE CRALZY-IN-THE-
& NOT MUCH ELSE. NOT BASEMENT SPIKE
IN ANY PETAIL. RETURNING.




UNL-IKELY. FOR ONE THING,
THIS CONVERSATION WOULD BE
A LOT MORE INTERESTING
AND CRYPTIC.

FOE ANOTHER,
LAURA AND T HAD A
THING WHEN ILLYRIA’S
HOERMONES WENT WEIRD
AND IT FELT KIND OF THE
SAME WAY, OFF. ANYWAY,
50MEONE WOULD HAVE
NOTICED SOMETHING IF T
WAS PEALLY ALL HEAD
MESSED AGAIN.

PON'T EVEN THINK
ABOUT USING THAT
TONE. NOT WITH WHAT
WE ALL KNOW WENT
ON IN YOUR ROOM,

oKAY, FINE. BUT
I HAVEN'T BEEN
AROUND, AND YOU'RE
ALWAYS ANNOYING
. TO ME, SPIKE.

THANKS EVEER 50.
LOOK, THERE'S POETICALLY
CRALY, EANTY SPIKE
ANNOYING, AND THEN THERE'S
JUST ME. THEY ARE NOT EVEN
REMOTELY SIMILAR 50 YOU
COULDN'T MISTAKE ONE

..WE HAVE A
PROBLEM.




THIS 15 NOT
GooP, GUYS. WE
NEED TO—




GRAB HER, T'M STILL
FRECOVERING—! _&

WEATHERMILL,
GET DOWN!







Y ANGEL....
HE'S NOT
MOVING.

GIVE IT A
MINUTE, HE
TOOK A HARD
CRACK,

I ENOW. AND
THIS... THING
MUST HAVE
BEEN SENT BY
JAMES.

SHOULP
WE MOURN
HER?

WE WILL.
ESPECIALLY
CONNOR, THEY
WERE GOOP
FIGHTING
PAETNERS.
WAIT...

WHAT AM T
TALKING ABOUT?
IT'S A ROUNP,
FLOATING
BALL...

Mi55...
WEATHERMILLP
JUST NEED TO

ADJUST CERTAIN
INTERPIMENSIONAL
CIRCUITS AND
TRANSCENPENT ALLY
O5CILLATING




!




ALAN? JAMIE?

WHAT'S GOING

ON7 |5 IT THE
Foop?

BUT JAMES
JUST BROUGHT
THIS IN
TONIGHT...

YES, WELL,
I MAY HAVE
FORGOTTEN TO
MENTION A FEW KEY...
INGREPIENTS.

YOU MEAN LIKE
PRESERVATIVES?
, I CAN SEE
FROM YOUR FACE... J8
SOMETHING... : . A—
AT’ N = PEMON? GREAT.
i A WELL, YOU'RE HARDLY
HAPPENING? BB ; ) THE FIRST BAD I'VE EVER
L : HAD TO DEAL WITH. T'VE
' 5£EN WORSE THINGS
THAN YOU. I'M NOT
SCARED.

TO BE
HONEST, MY
PEAR ANNE,
YOU'VE DEALT WITH
AMATEURS. AND
. \ A5 FOR BEING
HUMANS ARE ez,
FINE FOR HUNTING, |
BUT FOR A DEMON TO
TAKE THE TIME TO
IMPREGNATE ONE,
CERTAIN 5TEPS
NEED TO BE

i




IT'S5 ABOUT TO
GET 50 MUCH MORE
COLORFUL- IN HERE.
= ENTRAILS LIVEN A
- PLACE UP.

OH, NO. NOT A

PEMON PORTAL. GOT
TO GET THE KIPS 0UT
THERE ARE 50 P BESE
MaNY MORE WORLDPS
THAN THIS ONE, 50 MANY
POSSIBILITIES. ALL OPENED
UP. ALL CONVERGING. THE
TIME |5 50 RIPE IT'S
NEAELY ROTTEN.

WHEN T FIRST \
CAME HERE, T SAW THE
POTENTIAL. I SAW A RAW
WORLD SWARMING WITH
MILLIONS OF HO5TS JUST
WAITING TO BE FILLED. TO 4
BE... EVOLVED.

YoU’'LL SEE.
IT WILL ALL
BECOME
CLEAR.

\ = i ENLIGHTENMENT
AND IT WILL BE = . I 15 ALWAYS PAINFUL.
LIKE NOTHING YOU : g THIS |5 JUST THE
HAVE EVER SEEN : BEGINNING.
BEFORE. THE PEATH AND v
REBIRTH OF THIS WORLD
WILL BE HAILED FOR
AGES TO COME.




—ves,
MA’AM. SUPOKI
T THINK IT*5
JAPANES

/M AMAZ
=" KEPT ANWON
== LINE A5 LONG A
DID, WITH THA
5TORY.

|

WAS A PROBLE
PEMONST NO, MA’A
WE'RE FROM IOWA.

MY WIFE, SHE
WON THIS sUPOKU
CONTEST —




AKE, BUT T

; AND I DON'T
: TIME TO WAPE
THROUGH THE SNARK.

. YES OR
WHAT AFE
YoU HIPIN /

THE TRUTH I5,
L’M WORRIED
ABOUT CONNOR —

D I CAN'T BLA i 8 ' i SEEN AC

o~ § 1 ) ¥
=Ty, BUT LWL Y i W AND MIGHTY LIKE SOME
iy 4 Y LE WE KNOW, BUT T

I‘M NOT INTE
TRYING TO EN




L NILLY, AND GET
b AWAY WITH

50 WHY aAM T

PON'T TELL
ME WHAT T
HAVE TO

ool

L HATE IT WHEN
H RIGHT.




SPIKE, I
\ND

NO ON’E“"

HﬁL—LM_Jr‘L’ MOMENT,
ANGEL, I'M RIGHT
ANP YOL WEONG.
I'M GOOP WITH
THAT.

BUT I'M N(
HELP LIKE TH
NOT WITH AL

YoU POUBTING

YoU REALLY

HATE ASKING
FOR HEL
PON'T YoU?

a3

MI55
WEATHEEMILL AND
I MAY BE CLOSE TO
FINDING A SOLUTION,

WiLL1aM,

ZE'S NO WAY
r ) SIMPLY
LOSE YOUR S0UL WITHOUT
MORE SIGNIFICANT
PROBLEMS ARISING. 50
? CONCERN |5
WABRANTED, AND
APPRECIATED.

WILLIAM, T SUGGESTS
SOMETHING ELSE |5
AMISS




...AND AN

HONORABLE
COMPANION,




OUTNUMBERED BY AN
ARMY OF AEMORED
WARRIOR DEMONS. BEEN
THERE, DONE THAT.

—IF THEY'VE HURT HIM, T'LL
PERSONALLY PRAG EACH
ONE OF THEM TO HELL.

- CAPTAIN
ANGEL 19 oBvVIoUS,

WORRIEP ABOUT AREN'T YOU,
HIS 50N, BLUE?P

BUT I AM RELUCTANT
TO LEAVE YOU WITH SPIKE.
IF HE 15 TRULY EVIL, YOU
MIGHT NEED MY HELF. W
HAVE... HISTORY,

I WAS A WATCHER,
ILLYRIA— AND THERE
ARE TWELVE WAYS TO
KILL SPIKE WHEEE HE
5TANDS. YOUR CONCERN
|9 UNNECESSARY.

YOoU KNOW
I'M BIGHT
HERET

I HAVE BEEN
REVIEWING THE
ENLIGHTENMENT TEXTS
OF THE ANCIENT SUMERIAN
ELOOD PAEMONS, WHO
WERE ABLE TO REMOVE
THEIR $0UL%S BEFORE
ENTERING BATTLE.

M‘-r' MOTHER
WOULD'VE

LOVED THAT.
BUT NO—

BUT THAT
REQUIRED THE

PAEMON’S MOTHER S

TO INGEST THE
50UL OF HER
OFFSPRING.

YOU WHAT,
LAPIES AND

—NOW THAT
WE'EE ALL ON THE
SAME PAGE, MAYBE
WE CAN UNEIPPLE MY
LITTLE ENIGMA. THE
S00NER WE DO THAT,
THE S00NER WE GET
TO HELP ANGEL AND
CONNOR CRACK S0ME
PEMON SEULLS...

Iy



* —THE ANSWER TO
MY PROBLEM |5

SOMEWHERE ELSE.”

MY SI5TE
GATHER T

AS WRITTEN IN THE
PROPHECY OF THE
CHOSEN ONE —

couLp
SOMEBODY
SHUT THAT

.MAYBE %
IT'S ME, BUT
I FEEL A

—AS CONNOE, THE
SPAWN OF TWO VAMFPIRES,
SACRIFICES HIS HUMAN BLOOD
50 THAT WE ACHIEVE
OUR PESTINY.

AFTER A
MILLENNIA OF
WAITING, THE

2 5ISTERHOOD OF THE

JARO HULL WILL BE
'q A4S REBORN!







Y i1'5... 5ucH Y
\ 2AUTY ! )

N 7. THE POWER,
00DING MY BODY
LIKE A WHITE




Iy

.NOOOO—1 )
- /A )
\ ’\A =

-‘{;

HI5 POWERS \
BEGIN TO EBB.

HE WILL NOT

LAST MUCH Ji




“WHAT FEELINGS DO
YoU ASS0CIATE WITH &
THE FOLLOWING
WoRDPS:*

YES, NO, OW
BURN-Y, AND WHO
ELOOPY CARES. I'M
A\ MORE OF A CAT -

_PERSON. Lo 15 THIS
GOING TO

LOOK, ISN'T THERE, N
LIKE, T PON'T KNOW, SOME ¥
KIND OF 5TICK I CAN PEE
ON7 IT TUBNS BLUE,
VoILA—5S0UL.

THAT’S

INTERESTING...

WHAT?
WHAT 15 ITP
PIP YOU FIND
SOMETHING?

NOT ReALLY.
50UL% ARE
TRICKY; THEY DON'T
ACTUALLY EXIST IN

CAL

EXCEPT...
OH, NEVER
MIND.

“ICE CREAM, BLOOD
SUNSETS, BUNNIES—*

THESE
QUESTIONS HELFP
Us ESTABLISH THE
ROOT OF THE PROBLEM,

INTER-PIMEN
ORIGIN.

YOoU SIRED
YOUR OWN
MOTHER?

7 THANKS 50
ANNOUNCING
MY PRIVATE BUSINESS
TO THE ROOM.




IT'e ALMOST LIKE
WATCHING MYSTICAL
FOREPLAY. I GUESS
ARCANE KNOWLEDGE
GETS THEM HOT

I,

HAVING A
OESN'T ALWAYS
EQUAL GOOPNESS

WE'VE S

A RELINGUIA

VOSTERIUM —
CAS r|.x A

«PUT ME OUT

OF MY MISERY,
\ND GET A




Y WoU'RE LIKE A N
PAIR OF MARRIED
- GRANNIES .

THANK YOU 2. LEVEN IF THERE
POLYPHEMUS. WERE FEELINGS
BETWEEN U5, I'M A
MONASTERENSER
MAGNASERM. N
WEATHERMILL |9
HUMAN.

AND T'M
A VAMPIRE
WITH A Y =B .
S0UL-. 1 Y THIS COULD BE
A REACTION TO

RIVEE.
GHOST IN
L .

2 L’
ABOUT HIS EO
HARD &M

—BUT, BUT, BUT...
WE'RE NOT GOING TO USE
ANY NAMES

POINT |15, YOU
BE BLEEDIN Go
E THE “0" FACE.




SPIKE... WHEN
WOLFEAM £ HART

BROUGHT YOU BACK,
ou WERE A GHOST,
YEST

I PREFER
“CORPOREALLY-
CHALLENGED.” A
TEMPORARY SIPE

FFECT.

AND I PON'T
WANT TO TALK
ABOUT THAT,
EITHEE.
POLYPHEMUS, ISN'T THERE
A PAFASITE THAT AFFECTS
THOSE WHO ARE, TECHNICALLY,
SHIFTING BETWEEN REALMS?
THAT LITERALLY LATCHES
ONTO 50ULS7

THAT cOULD

CONDPITIONS AND EXPLAIN WILLIAM'S

Use OF MAGIC IN
YOUR RESURRECTION,
COMBINED WITH THE
RECENT TIME SHIFTS
50 IT WAS THAT
LITTLE ARCADPIA
BEASTIE THAT MAPE
ME HAVE SEX WITH

A
REAPPEARANCE OF
SOME ANCIENT
MAGICKS...

THE ARCAD|A SUM.
IT'6 VERY RARE AND VERY
OLD. THEY CAN LIE PORMANT

VAMFPIRES AND TRY
TO CREATE MY OWN

PROPHECIEST

FOR YEARS, WAITING FOR A
MAGICAL CATALYST TO
BECOME ACTIVE.

AFFECTING A
VICTIM’S MORAL
CENTEER |5 ONE OF
THE SYMPTOMS. £

BUT THAT
Was AGES
AGO.

THE 50UL EATER
WAS PROBABLY
READING YOUR 50UL
A5 “CORRUPT,” AND EN

THEREFORE 3
INVISIBLE. i %

BUT IT'S
THERET MY

i S0UL 19

THERE?

THERE
ARE SEVERAL
INCANT ATIONS CAPABLE
OF KILLING AN ARCADIA
5UM. ONCE COMPLETED,
YOUR 50UL SHOULD BE wuﬂ'&:éé -
GOOD AS NEW. el
Foe?

FIRST, I'M
GOING TO NEgP
YOU TO FlLL OUT
THESE FORMS.



BAEPEN
WAS THE LAST
ONE —

THE BLOOP ¥
OF THE CHOSEN
ONE NOW LIVES Ji o
fin /' I A b

..AFTER A
MILLENNIA OF
OPPRESSION,

WE FIGHT IN Hi5 ;

_ HONOR— il

—WITH THE
STEENGTH TO
CLEANSE THIS

PIMENSION OF THE

COMING DARKNESS

224 AND SHINE BRIGHT
THE LIGHT OF THE
515TERHOOD OF

THE JARO

HUL-L-/




| PeivaTe )
CALLER. B

IT COULD BE
IMPORTANT .

HELLO...? A DEMON
WHO 15 THl NEST IN
WESTWOOD.
CONNOR
GAVE YOU THIS
NUMBER...7

THEN WE
MUST MOVE
SUICKLY.

.HES, WE
MADE OUBSELVES Y
AR WITH ALL
OF YOUR

UEL IRONY
AlLL THESE

CONNOER’'S BODY
LLY INTEGRATE
HIS POWER —

— A FEW
MORE WEEKS,
AND HE WOULD
HAVE SURVIVED
THE REBIRTH.

WE HAP NO
CHOICE. LIKE
IT OF NOT, LO%
ANGELES, AND ALL
THE HUMANS WHO
PWELL HERE, ARE
NOW UNPE




1V

“THAT SHOULD GET RID
OF THEM FOR AT LEAST
| AN Houe.”

FOOL Me
ONCE, SHAME
ON YOU; FOOL ME
TWICE, SHAME
ON ME.

QUOTING AN
ANCIENT DEMO
PROVERB.




!

peett




I LLOVE CONNOR,
BUT IT’S NEVER...




I'|I

i}
=B b fi Y
i A B ¥ A

=

CONNOR /!

. %: \= [’;f ' %
2 N
mmmn ,,;m \\\**
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CAN'T HAVE
MY SON.
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ISTEADP OF
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V' vouve Y
GOT THREE

R SECONDS! &

/ __ Y THis wouLp §
ME MORE ABOUT THE Ji ' BE EASIER WITH
50UL THING? T HAVE | A i o ~_ PANTS 4

SOME EXPERIENCE 4

--__—-——.________

W/mﬂ“\\\\ '




SERIOUSLY NEED
TO 5TOP 5T ABBING
ME, LADY,

BACK ON AN
ENEMY.




GOT TO Be
KIPPING.




TANE
BRILLEANTITH




IF THIS |9

- o1 . W
21\

P
SN il it
-R._ T o mm



NO
aoop
. o WITH
a I‘IFF.IIT.'I— THAT
l(J. A




DON'T KNC
WHAT T

I PON'T EVEN
’WHAT I AM
a

NP O 09%EN (
HOW CAN T
A PO WHATEV

I CAN

15 THE FIGHT
I'M READY
TH

WHEN YoUu

YOURSEL










/ 50 YOU'RE
SURE YOU WANT
A Topo THIS? A




| THE NEXT PAY. |

LOOKING FOR

ANGEL-.

ANGEL'S NOT HERE.
HE'S ON LEAVE.

TRAVELING.

I'M HIS

S0ON, CONNOR —

—I'M

IN

CHARGE OF ANGEL
INVESTIGATIONS
NOW. OFFICIALLY.

WITH ANGEL.. BUT
THANK YOU. WHEN
HE RETURNS,
PLEASE GIVE
HIM MYy

AND
CONGRATULATIONS
ON TAKING OVER THE
FAMILY BUSINESS.
BEST OF LUCK TO

NEXT: THE WOLF,
THE fM, AND
THE HEART...




. artby ANDREA D1 VICO >C%\
_ 9 (Q

‘.,.-‘." < 10 .
St



HI. YOU 5HOULD
HAVE A PRETTY
BIG TO-GO ORDER
FOR GUNN...

15 THAT YOUR
REAL NAME? OR
A NICKNAME? 4

IT'S CHARLES
GUNN. WHAT’S
YOUE NAMEP

MARY-ALICE.
¥ GUNN’S A COOL NAME.
PO YOU INTROPUCE
YOURSELF LIKE
% JAMES BO

NAW. ARE
YOoU NEW HEEE?
I USEP TO COME
HERE A LOT BACK

IN THE DAY,

| NO WAY. IS IT “THAT* GUNN?
SHOULPN'T HE BE PEAD ALREADYT |

Q

=" ||| | []]]




AND I SAIP T
HAVE TO HAND IT
TO HIM IN PERSON.

CHARLES GUNN HAS
\ TO SIGN FOR IT ]
HIMSELF,

YOU'RE NOT
LISTENING.
NOBODY TALKS

TO GUNN.

I PON'T NEEP
HIM TO TALK,
JUST MAKE
HIS MARK.

OR, I couLp
EAT YOU AND
FINISH YOUR JOB
FOR YOU.

CAN YOU

& PON'T MIND
A SIGNING FOR
GOOP NEWS. WERE
WoU AFEAID THESE
GUYS WOULD
KILL You?s

AND HERE T
THOUGHT HELL WAS
HOPELESS...

JEROLD.
WE DON'T EAT
PEOFLE. WE
RECRUIT PEOPLE.
\ WE PEOTECT THEM
A FOR THEIR OWN
Goop.

ARE YOU
BRINGING Me
SOMETHING FROM
GUARD CAPTAIN

HARROS? i

HARROS PROTECTS
HIS PEOPLE AND YOU
NEED AlLL OF THE
ALLIES YOU CAN GET
FOR WHAT'S TO
COME.

HA! WHAT'S
YOUR NAME?




| EX-VAMPIRE GANG LEAPER CHARLES GUNN
15 JUST STANDING THERE AS LARGE AS LIFE.
WHY HASN'T SOMEBOPY STAKED HIM YET?

HE’'S NOT A VAMP ANYMORE,
{ BUT H

AS FAR AS T ENOW, HE'S
NEVER BEEN PUNISHED FOR

CHARLES GUNN ISN'T ON MY
'T MAKE

..WHO wouLp T |
STRETCH THE
RULES FOR?




i




UHHN,
WHAT HIT
\ Me?

TURNED

N AGAIN.

.

~
N
S
d

HAT IRONY
ANT.




BUT WHEN
LOS ANGELES WENT TO
HELL, YOU AND YOUR MEN
SLAUGHTERED PEOFLE BY THE .
SCORE. YOU PID THIS AFTER QTOHUgLuﬁFrEOD
YOU TOLP THEM YOU WOULP MONSTEES.
SAVE THEM.

THAT NEVER
HAPPENED, JIS

AND EVEN
IFIT PID...

IT PIP HAPPEN.
PEOFLE PO REMEMBER.
TELL ME GUNN...

...HAVE YOU RUN INTO
SOMEONE YOU KILLED?
PO THEY RECOGNILE
YOU AND RUN AWaY
S5CREAMING?

WHEN YOU GET TURNEP INTO
A VAMPIRE, YOU PIE AND A
SOULLESS PEMON RETURNS

INVoue PLACE. g/ gl
&

EDDIE, T
DIED IN HELL AND

PO YOU REALLY
THINKE L BROUGHT
YoU HERE 50 THAT
YoU COULD PLAY
BLAME-THE-
PEAD-GUYP

GET THIS
THROUGH YOUR
HEAD. IT. NEVER.
HAPPENED.

THE PEMON DIP ALL
OF THAT. NOT ME.
I'VE PONE BAD
THINGS BEFORE AND
I'VE TRIEP TO MAKE
UP FOR THEM, BUT I
NEVER PID THAT.




ANGELES
NEVEE WENT
\ TO HELL...

HOW PO YOU
V' EXPLAIN THIS?
HOW PO YouU

¥ I'M A PEVIL.
THERE'S A
A DIFFERENCE.

TELL ME, GUNN.
IF YOU REALLY
BELIEVE THAT YOUR
HANDPS ARE 50

& CLEAN, WHY DO WoU

ACT 50 GUILTY? 4




NO, IT5 NOT.
]

KILLING ME.

YOU'RE
MAK| A

= 32"
N T




‘1’|-_u_ POING
RIGHT N

THE DEVI
TO THE E DIDN'T NOW
WHAT? WAIT FOR A BULLET?




YOURSELF

‘M MILES
AWAY FROM YoU, :
EDDIE, BUT I CAN Al 5 N\ CHARLES
SEE YOU AS CLEAR B ¢ iy GUNN |5 A
S\ GOOD MAN.

FINE. CHARLES
GUNN 15 A USEFUL
MAN. HI5 PEATH

SERVES NO
PURFPOSE.

WELL, EDDIE.
Now vou, I' S 1’M THE PERSON
MYSTERY Sl YOU'VE BEEN
CALLER... W DEPENDING ON TO
) | ! HELP YOU PICK
- J\;Ho TH:'Z ' - : YOUR TARGETS.
Ll AR f I FOUND
vour 4 | = ‘EM USING
s . / ' - THE INTERNET.
PROVE IT.

Luis
FERNANDELZ.
MONTE MATHIS.
JAMES MCGEE.
JACOB CRANE.




PON'T YOU
SEE, I'VE BEEN
SETTING THEM UP
AND YOU'VE BEEN

KNOCKING THEM
POWN.
— —

I CAN BRING
YoU IN. EDDIE,
U CAN WORK WITH
US, IT'6 TIME, e \
Y I'MAS0LO
ACT. LOSE MY
NUMBER. 4

YoU KNOW T I DON'T KkNow 48
You. BUT IF YOU LET

ME KNOW WHO YOoUu
ARE, T'LL COME
FIND YOU.

CAN'T PO THAT,
EPPIE. I PIDN'T
5 N FEED YOU
LEADS FOR THESE
PAST FEW MONTHS
JUST TO @UIT

AT AW ST
P

Phme—

YOU CAN SHOW
THEN WE'LL. ME HOW CLEVER
TALK. YOU ARE IN

i PERSON.




I REALLY PO
HAVE YOUR BES
INTERESTS AT
HEART, EPPIE.

WHEN WAS THE
AST TIME YOU
CHECKED ON

GUNN?

4

HURTS
PON'T IT?

HOW YOU LIKe
BEING ON THE
OTHER END OF A
CHEAP SHOT?



I'M LUCKY THE FIRST SHOT HIT ME IN
THE HORN. ITS ABOUT TIME THESE

‘ THINGS WERE USED FOR SOMETHING
ASIDE FROM MY DEVILISH GOOP L-OOKS.

IT COULP HAVE CRACKED
MY THICK SKULL INSTE AP
OF JUST RINGING MY BELL.

FIVE MINUTES AGO, I HAD A
PISTOL TO CHARLES GUNN’S
HEAD. THEN I FIND OUT I'VE
BEEN USEP. NOW GUNN 15
TRYING TO BEAT ME TO
PEATH WITH A LEAD PIPE IN
THE ABANDONED WAREHOUSE.

- | 4

| IT'S LIKE THE WORST
GAME OF CLUE EVER.




S0UNPS
LIKE T'M NOT
THE ONLY
KILLER IN THE
ROOM.

I'M GETTING
TIREP OF GETTING
BLAMED FOR STUFF

I PIPN'T PO.




YouU ALMOST
TOOK MY HEAD OFF
WITH THIS LITTLE

TOY, GUNN.

You
SHOULP
HAVE RUN.

PON'T NEEDP
A NIGHTMARE
LECTURIN' ME
ON MORALITY.

GET OVER
HEFE. T WANNA
LOOK YOU IN THE

EYE WHEN T

KILL YoU.




HERE I AM,
GUNN. WHAT ARE

YoU GOING TO PO
ABGUT‘/LTV :
I HAD vou

BACK THERE.
I HAP YoU

Sy Quick.

—
WE'LL NEVER
KNOW. NOW HOL.D
L 5TILL. T'LL BE

GUNN May
BE A TOOL,
BUT HE'S OUR
TOOL.

=

THAT, MY
FRIENDS, |5 THE
ONE ANP ONLY
EDPDIE HOPE.



I AM 50 SCREWED. |

I NEED TO TAKE THEM
ONE AT A TIME, WHICH
MEANS THEY NEED TO
SL.OW DOWN. SPLIT UP.

PIE’'S
WINTER WONPERLANP.

WELCOME TO EC

\
A

L

N

N




I CAN'T TAKE
THE CHANCE.

CHARLES
GUNN |5 A
MONSTER.

BACK AWAY
FROM GUNN!
I'M L.A.P.D.

SPIKE.
IT'S BEEN
A WHILE.

ARE WE
GOING TO HAVE
A PROBLEM?

I OWE YOU A S0LID
FEOM THAT WHOLE THING
WITH TANSY FRY AND THE

HELLMOUTH, 50, I'M GOING TO
BREAK GUNN LOOSE BEFORE
HIS GIBLETS FREELE.

YOU THINK 507
THAT'S RICH COMING
FROM A MAN WITH
HORNS AND
A TAIL.

AND HAVE
You MeT
KATEP




SPIKe! YoU
MIGHT WANT TO
WATCH THIS!

NOT SURE ABOUT HOW I
FEEL ABOUT KI L—LiNu A COP.

1 HEARD THERE
WAS A BIG BLUE
DEMON HUNTING

AN MY CITY.

I NEEDED A
NEW SPARRING
PARTNER.

” ‘t-\r-r-'...

j“l\ .

LEFT HAND'S BROKEN. POESN'T
FEEL RIGHT, BUT IT WAS WORTH
IT TO LAND THAT PUNCH.




YOU DON'T KNOW
ME, BUT I REALLY |
HATE GUNS. /

E WHO
5PIKE THINKS
YOU ARE.

YOU'RE A
PEAD MAN.

THAT BROKEN WINPOW MIGHT
AS WELL BE A THOUSAND

MY HIT LIST 5TOPPEDP
AT EIGHTEEN. GUESS
I CAN LIVE WITH THAT.




o

ANP YOU'VE BEEN
RUNNING AROUND LOS
ANGELES KILLING
PEOPLE. YOU MADE
MY LIST.

TOO BAD HE'S COVERING FOR A
MUFPEFEF’ L KNEW ANGEL'S STORY

NICE PUNCH,

FOR A
VAMPIRE.

CHARLES GUNN
15 A KILLER, BUT
You HAVE THAT IN
COMMON, PON'T
1AL 2 A0y




§  IFYoU asK

¥ Mg, THE TEEM
N “VAMPIRE HEROD”
L_ 15 AN
OXYMORON

You MEAN IS

SN AcTUALLY
LiKg “PEMONIC Bl Ty AT KiNp OF
VIGILANTE" - \ WORKS.

o

2 AND T'M A
) PEVIL. NOT A
( PEMON, NOBOPY
\ EVER GETS
THAT RIGHT.

I GOT THE
GUNN-CICLE HERE.
ILLYRIA, GO HELP THE
LAD BEFORE EPPIE
KILLS HIM.

TURN U5
LOOSE AND WE
CAN DI5CUSS THAT
LITTLE PIECE OF
TEIVIA.




LEATHER GIRL'S
NOT A VAMPIRE.
THAT’S FORE SURE.

HORNS ARE
SHOWY. THEY MAKE |
EXCELLENT PUNCHING
HANDLES.

THAT Was
MORE FUN THAN
HITTING SPIKE.

5
|
|

KEEP HIMT

TOOK
YOoU LONG

ENOUGH. m



HOW PO You
KNOW THIS GauY

HOW CAN WOMEN
ADORE YOU WHEN YOU'RE
SUCH A TERRIBLE
LISTENER?

HE PISTRACTED A
FEW VAMPIRES WHILE T
CLOSED TANSY FRY'S LITTLE
HELLMOUTH A FEW WEEKS BACK.
EDPPIE’'S DRIVEN. VIOLENT.
KIND OF FUN.

YEAH. PEAG HIM
BACK TO THE HYPERION.
LAURA CALLED. SHE
WANTS HIM FOR
SOMETHING.

SHE'D BETTER
KNOW WHAT 5HE 'S
» 8l POING. T DON'T WANT
T A\ 70 HAVE TO KNOCK
o HIM OUT AGAIN.

WHAT Goop
1S9 A BASEMENT
JAIL CELL IF YOU
NEVER USE IT?

HOW LONG
PO YOU PLAN
ON KEEPING
HIM?

¥, THAT
8l PEPENDS ON
LAURA.

GooOP. LET'S GET
GUNN SOME MEPICAL
HELF BEFORE HE
FINISHES FREEZING
HIS BOLLOCKS
OFF.




WENT PRETTY
WELL. ALL THINGS
CONSIPERED.

THAT PEMON
TOOKYOU TO A

.

| SOMEBODY ELSE &
SHOULDP HAVE TO BE [
LAURA ENO ME FOR A WHILE.

THIS GUY?

I'VE GOT A MANGLED
f LEFT HAND AND A BULLET
HOLE IN MY TAIL.

SPIKE AND HIS CREW ARE 90
CONCERNED WITH GUNN, THEY
PIP A LOUSY JOB WITH ME.
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MA ILOST MY WAY |
WHEN T WENT OFF OF
MY ORIGINAL LI5T.

HE BACK OF MY
6 THAT WOUN




. - ] | WITTm
WHAT I‘M POING ISN'T WORKING. H LT
SIXTEEN KILLS |15 A PRETTY AT
GOOP RUN, ISN'T IT?

I THINK THAT EPPIE HOFE, §
THE AVENGING PEVIL,
NEEDS SOME TIME OFF.

I'M NOT QUITTING BUT...

..L GUESS T KNOW
WHAT I HAVE TO PO.
MAYBE IT'S TIME.

ﬂillnw " g - L S
———— R

‘ﬁ 1 AL
]

— THE LAST
TIME T 5AW ¥OU,
THOSE PEMONS

WERE HAULING
YOU AWAY.

OH MY GOP.
WHERE HAVE (@GR
YOU BEEN? -

THEY WERE PEVILS,
BUT NO ONE EVER
GETS THAT RIGHT.

WHY DIDN'T
YOU COME BACK
TO U5, EDPIET

I HADP 50ME
THINGS T HAD TO
WORK OUT AFTER...
YOU KENOW... BUT
I'M ALL- BETTER
NOW.

; 5 _ ' IT TURBNED OUT MY OTHER
I T{gﬂg”w B , N 4 BOPY COULP TAKE JUST

: i 4 ABOUT ANY PUNISHMENT.

' BUT MY HEART —IT WAS A

MORE PELICATE VESSEL.

THE END.
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CHE CROWN PRINC

: Now ;Fﬁ‘;_crt angel's back in charge, hestruggles to keep his relationship with
|~ sComnor from getting messy and discovers weird new things about 1lyria as she
Iriesito (fg the prodigal son. Meanwhile, Spike gels into the' prophecy business,
L_(*mi‘o%%\- Weathermill has some strange ideas, and a demon army of warrior
: \\-oﬁjﬁ‘:‘{}'n tries to "fix" L.A. You know, just another d('l}' for Angel and crew.
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