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PANEL 1: Tight on a paintbrush against a wall.

RADIO: This is a message of the emergency broadcast system.

RADIO: All visual communications systems should be treated as extremely dangerous, 
and should be destroyed on sight.

OTHER RADIO (jagged, faint): Can...Can you hear me?



PANEL 1: AARON, a little abashed.

AARON: It...It doesn’t work on me... 

PANEL 2: CROWNE looks at him, completely horrified.

CROWNE: What?

PANEL 3: AARON looks nervous that he’s revealing this. DOCTOR CROWNE is pulling at his hair in frustration and sadness.

AARON: The picture. It doesn’t...it doesn’t work.
CROWNE: No...No no no...



PANEL 4: CROWNE is crying, he’s so overwhelmed with sadness that AARON can’t feel it. 

CROWNE: You need to be a part of this, Aaron. We all need to be a part of this...

PANEL 5: CROWNE grabs AARON by the shoulders. Intense.

CROWNE: It’s what humans are supposed to become. It’s what we have to become.
CROWNE: Maybe...maybe if we operate on your optical nerves...We can make you see...



PANEL 1: QUINN opens fire on the Screamers, who are approaching.

PANEL 2: MARCUS leads PETER AND MEREDITH towards the gate.

PANEL 3: We see more Screamers peeking out at the noise, bleeding from their eyes and mouths.

PANEL 4: QUINN shouts.

QUINN: HURRY! More of them coming!



PANEL 5: The Screamers are attracted directly to him.

PANEL 6: ONE OF THE SCREAMERS jumps onto his back…

PANEL 7: …AND BITES INTO HIS JUGULAR.



SPLASH: We see RYAN falling mid-air, and we can see large billboard screens in the 
distance all showing the MEME in bright glowing colors. 



James Tynion IV: “Enjoy” might not be the right word. This isn’t 
exactly the happiest comic either of us have worked on. But that’s 
actually where I wanted to start... What is it about the end of the 
world that’s always terrified you the most?

Eryk Donovan: Hmm... You know, for a long time I was obsessed 
with the apocalypse and things ending, thinking it’s a good thing, 
you know, coming from a more twisted place in my mind. But now 
it’s different. I think what bothers me most is the idea that there 
will just be no more. No more art, no more music, no more love. 
No more chances for someone to do something kind or good for 
someone else, for people to be happy.

James Tynion IV: Does it still feel like an inevitability to you, or 
more just a possible path? Do you think we’re just waiting for a 
trigger to send us over the edge? (Regardless of whether that 
trigger involves a sloth)

James Tynion IV: Hey Eryk!!

Eryk Donovan: Hey James!
(I’m trying to restrain myself from being a troll, I’m like a 5th grader 
with a keyboard right now)

James Tynion IV: I know, right? I just want to start throwing in links 
to ridiculous YouTube videos but I’m not sure that’ll really translate 
in the comic itself. But we did a comic thing! And now it is done! 
And now we are TALKING ABOUT IT!

Eryk Donovan: COMICS TALK!!! WOO!!!!
Yeah I’m definitely proud of what we put together, I really hope 
everyone enjoys the insane journey we took them on.



Eryk Donovan: In a way, apocalypse stories are a meme.

James Tynion IV: Hahaha, yes. Exactly. They are idea tools that 
help shape us in one way or another. Whether the apocalypse is 
religious, or technophobic, or even just a pure fear of death itself, it 
helps us come to terms with a certain level of chaos that we can’t 
overcome. Because that’s the thing. The world will end for each 
and every one of us. We all die. We all experience an individual 
apocalypse. These stories help shape the fear of what shape that 
death might take and whether it has any meaning.

Eryk Donovan: The way I was raised, I fully believed it was 
an unavoidable cosmic event. Now I see it as a possibility. I 
mean, we know the planet will be fried when our sun goes 
in a few billion years, but that’s too far away for our minds 
to comprehend. 
 
It’s more that I look at what we are doing now as a species, 
both furthering ourselves and destroying things around 
us, that I see us on a precipice I suppose. Humanity could 
go a number of ways. So more of a possibility. What about 
you? I mean we’ve talked a bit about it before, but you put 
this crazy thing together. You said yourself it’s the most 
nihilistic thing you’ve ever written.

James Tynion IV: The idea of the apocalypse has always 
been more abstract for me... In a way, it’s a cultural tool. We 
build apocalypse scenarios to shape our minds, keep ourselves 
conscious of the dangerous outcomes of any extreme behavior. 
Typically, we build these stories from the pieces of our day-to-day 
life that make us uncomfortable.

Horror always comes from some cultural tension, and that’s 
what’s always fascinated me. The way to tap into some kind of 
greater fear that we all have that we haven’t really been able to 
put into words succinctly.



Eryk Donovan: Yeah! So how do you see the ending? How do you 
think our readers will see it? Is it set in your mind, or do you think of 
it a few ways?

James Tynion IV: One thing is, I’m sure some of them will be pissed 
off that they don’t know what’s on the last page. But the characters 
in the series don’t know either, so they’ll have to deal with that :P

Eryk Donovan: I’m not even sure I know all of what it is :P But it 
was fun to draw XD

James Tynion IV: I want people to take their own message 
from the ending on most levels, but I think a lot of it is pretty 
straightforward. Culture is a march towards some future we don’t 
understand, and you can stand outside that culture and resist the 
inherent community of the human experience, but ultimately that’s 
against everything we are.

Every evolutionary step has been to make us more connected, 
more united. Whether that’s good or not, whether that’s going to 
destroy us or lead us to some greater salvation... It’s happening.

Eryk Donovan: So I wanted to talk about that a bit, because as dark 
as the ending of this story is, I actually find it strangely uplifting. 
Perhaps it’s a personal macabre. But Aaron makes a choice, he 
chooses to join the rest. He wants to be with everyone else, finally 
belong, and he makes a choice, and he does, and he is happy.

It reminds me in a way of the short we did for the In the Dark horror 
anthology, not the same obviously, but we played a bit with the 
idea of something utterly horrifying that somehow makes us happy 
later. The difference with this ending is that Aaron is able to make 
the decision for himself. He lets the meme into his mind.

James Tynion IV: I think it’s a bit of a theme with me. What’s 
scarier than the idea that you’d be way better off sacrificing your 
individuality and joining the mindless horde?



Eryk Donovan: Put simply, I think both. On the one hand, never 
has there been a larger festering hive of banality, ignorance, and 
hate. And yet, on the other hand, it’s given us such a broader 
view of who we are as humans. It’s let us connect with people we 
would have NEVER known existed otherwise. It’s given humanity 
a voice it never had before. It’s given the common everyday 
person power. And as that saying goes about great power...I guess 
if I had to choose one way or another, I’d say it’s a good thing. 

James Tynion IV: Yeah, I agree. But there’s also something menacing 
lurking under the surface of that banality and what it’s making us 
into. But hell, I’m straight-up addicted. I can’t imagine life without it. 
I’m ready to go full banal right to the end of the world.

Eryk Donovan: SLOTH IT UP!!!

James Tynion IV: That’s my motto. My creed.

Eryk Donovan: INDEED. There. I rhymed. This is now a nursery rhyme. 

James Tynion IV: Good. And it’s probably about time to go to sleep.

Eryk Donovan: Yeah I know what you mean. That 
interconnectedness is here to stay, for better or worse.

James Tynion IV: Is the internet something you think has 
improved life around the world, or cheapened it in a way?

James Tynion IV: Look at the internet. How much MORE 
connected we’ve become in just our lifetimes. We’re not 
individual people anymore. We’re part of a system. It’s not 
good or bad. It just is. But there IS something scary about 
that. About not knowing WHY we’re on this path, and where 
we might end up. That’s what I wanted to explore in the book.



Eryk Donovan: I hope they walk away from Memetic feeling angst 
about the characters and yet feeling that same strange hope that 
I have in the ending. That somehow we have a choice, that we 
can choose love. That’s actually a core theme of Aaron’s tale really, 
searching for love and acceptance. Of course, I could be completely 
crazy, maybe it’s not about love at all, and just sloths.

James Tynion IV: Yeah, man. I was just trying to make a nice funny 
sloth comic. You’re the one who made it all weird.

Eryk Donovan: Yeah seriously WTF, I’m a huge jerk.

James Tynion IV: Such a jerk. King of all jerks.

Eryk Donovan: So James, any last words for our readers? Anything 
we can leave them with, other than a looming sense of dread and 
the infinite possibilities of what “angels” are?

James Tynion IV: This has been one hell of a ride, and at the end of 
the day, I hope it made all of you readers feel something. Whether 
you took hope from that ending like Eryk, or if you just sort of 
curled into a ball and started crying at the prospect of weird alien 
monsters trying to steal our reality television... That’s all I wanted 
to do here. Write something that made you guys feel something 
palpable and strange. Something that made you look at the world 
a LITTLE differently. But ultimately, the biggest thing I wanted to 
do is make you all completely terrified of sloths for the rest of your 
lives. Thanks for reading Memetic. We love you all.

Eryk Donovan: Thanks for reading!!! :D

Eryk Donovan: Haha seriously! GET SOME SLEEP JAMES!

James Tynion IV: (I refuse to go to sleep ever. I will never ever go to 
sleep.) At the end of the day, what do YOU hope people walk away 
from this story feeling?
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A meme is an idea that starts with an individual, 
and then spreads throughout multiple persons 
and potentially entire societies. Memetic shows 
the progression of a weaponized meme that leads 
to the utter annihilation of the human race within 
72 hours. The root of this apocalypse is a single 
image on the internet, a “meme” in the popular 
sense. A meme that changes everything.

James Tynion IV (The Woods, Batman Eternal), 
fantastic newcomer Eryk Donovan (The House in 
the Wall), and colorist Adam Guzowski (Nailbiter) 
bring horror to a whole new generation with this 
wholly unique take on the disaster genre.

“...Memetic is sure to deliver plenty of chills...”
—IGN

“...Memetic is a disaster comic that truly feels 
creepy, hitting all the right notes of our Ebola-
fearing, smartphone-addicted society. To say that 
this is Tynion’s strongest work yet is underselling 
it - this is by far his best comic.”

—Newsarama


