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LOCKE & KEY: IN THE CAN

Written by Joe Hill
Art by Gabriel Rodríguez

Colors by Jay Fotos
Lettering by Robbins Robbins
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Art by Ashley Wood



THE REAL

All photos for the following photo essay are by Shane Leonard unless otherwise noted.

    In 2007, Locke & Key artist Gabriel Rodriguez created the visual map for
Lovecraft, MA, based on Joe Hill’s descriptions and some photo reference. Gabriel
made the town an integral part of the story’s visuals. Lovecraft might be a fictional
place but its look and location were based on real haunts in Massachusetts. Even the
book’s “Drowning Cave” was based on a real landmark, “Swallow Cave” in Nahant,
Mass.
    In August 2013, following a successful appearance at the Boston Comic-Con,
Gabriel was able to see these locations in person for the first time. Joe Hill led an
expedition in and around Nahant so Gabriel, along with Editor Chris Ryall, keymaker
extraordinaire Israel Skelton, writer Jason Ciaramella, Wraith artist Charles P. Wilson



This Page: Old-time photo of Nahant, MA next to Gabriel’s Lovecraft, MA



Joe and Gabriel with the Giant Key in Nahant, MA

Gabriel ensures that Locke & Key
could live on another day



Chris Ryall and Joe Hill

Joe and Gabriel sit on rocks that Gabriel has been drawing for years

Joe and Izzy Skelton, sitting
on the rock of the bay
Joe and Izzy Skelton, sitting
on the rock of the bay

And this time, Gabriel was nowhere in sight…



The Omega Key. That damned Omega Key...

The entrance to Swallow Cave,
the model for the Drowning CaveIzzy Skelton and Gabriel share a laugh



Joe and Gabriel at the crossroads of “Drowning Cave Road”

If you didn’t like the ending of this series, well…

Joe prays this day ends better for him than the “Cave Rave” in his comic

Joe and Gabriel inside
“the Drowning Cave”

The writer in repose
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Actual Swallow Cave and Locke & Key’s Drowning Cave
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Chris Ryall, Joe Hill, and Gabriel Rodriguez at the mouth of the cave
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Album art if Joe, Gabe and Chris ever form a Nickleback cover band



59

Exiting the cave… 
for now.

Chris and Gabriel find inspiration in Joe’s
Reading Room, complete with Locke & Key rug

Gabriel and Chris use the Ghost Key
to open Joe’s working Ghost Door

After 45 issues of Locke & Key, Gabriel earns
the sweet release the Ghost Door offers
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