




J U D G E  D R E D D  C R E A T E D  B Y  J O H N  W A G N E R  A N D  C A R L O S  E Z Q U E R R A

THE COMPLETE CASE FILES 02

P.01 (CASE FILES TITLE).indd   1 11/6/07   11:28:01



Pat Mills g John Wagner g Chris Lowder
Writers

Mike McMahon g Ron Smith g David Gibbons g Brian Bolland
Brendan McCarthy g Brett Ewins g Garry Leach

Artists

Tom Frame g John Aldrich g Jack Potter g Peter Knight g Tom Knight g Dave Gibbons
Letterers

Garry Leach
Cover Artist

Creative Director and CEO: Jason Kingsley
Chief Technical Officer: Chris Kingsley
2000 AD Editor in Chief: Matt Smith

Graphic Novels Editor: Keith Richardson 
Graphic Design: Simon Parr & Sam Howle

Marketing and PR: Michael Molcher
Reprographics: Kathryn Symes

Original Commissioning Editors: Kelvin Gosnell and Steve MacManus
Publishing Manager: Ben Smith

Originally serialised in 2000 AD Progs 61-115. Copyright © 1978, 1979, 2012 Rebellion A/S. All Rights Reserved. Judge Dredd and all related 
characters, their distinctive likenesses and related elements featured in this publication are trademarks of Rebellion A/S. 2000 AD is a registered 

trademark. The stories, characters and incidents featured in this publication are entirely fictional. 

Published by Rebellion, Riverside House, Osney Mead, Oxford, OX2 0ES, UK.
www.rebellion.co.uk

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

For information on other 2000 AD graphic novels, or if you have any comments on this book, please email books@2000ADonline.com

To find out more about 2000 AD, visit www.2000ADonline.com

THE COMPLETE CASE FILES 02

P.02-03 (CASE FILES INDICIA).indd   2 26/09/2012   10:46



Welcome to Case Files 02, which features ‘The Cursed 
Earth’ saga; an early Judge Dredd epic written in parts 
by Pat Mills, John Wagner and Chris Lowder (credited as 
Jack Adrian), and featuring the stunning artwork of Brian 
Bolland and Mike McMahon.

Unfortunately parts 11-12 and 17-18 of the story have 
had to be omitted due to copyright infringement, but here 
is the synopsis to these stories, starting below.

Parts 11-12 of ‘The Cursed Earth’ appeared in Progs 
71-72 respectively and were titled ‘Battle of The Burger 
Barons’ and ‘Burger Law!’ These two episodes were written 
by John Wagner and featured the art of Mike McMahon. 
In this part of the story Judge Dredd and the punk biker 
Spikes Harvey Rotten get caught up in the middle of a war 
between two burger barons, who were the descendants 
of original fast-food chain owners. Dredd and Spikes 
are captured by the Marauders and taken to MacDonald 
City where burgers and shakes are on everybody’s menu 
and natural food is completely outlawed. They escape the 
sluggish burger-fed guards only to fall into the hands of 

the opposition, who have mistaken them for Marauders. 
The duo are sentenced to death by hanging, but luckily 
Judge Jack and the Land Raider come to our heroes’ rescue 
at the last moment.

Parts 17-18 of ‘The Cursed Earth’ were published in 
Progs 77-78 and were titled ‘Giants Aren’t Gentlemen’ and 
‘Soul Food’. Chris Lowder wrote these chapters and the art 
was provided by Brian Bolland. Dredd and his team come 
across a pre-Atomic War agricultural research station 
run by Dr Gribbon, who bears an uncanny resemblance 
to a well-known Southern fried chicken Colonel. Gribbon’s 
experiments, based on recognizable characters from the 
20th century, live within the station’s confines. Dredd, 
Spikes and Judge Jack are captured but escape with a little 
extra help from tweak and a rebellious faction amongst 
Gribbon’s creations.  The station is finally destroyed along 
with all of it’s inhabitants, leaving Dredd and his party 
free to continue their mission across the Cursed Earth…

Keith Richardson
Graphic Novels Editor

THE GREAT FRIED FOOD FIAsco!
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Writers
Pat Mills is the creator and first editor of 2000 AD. For the Galaxy’s Greatest Comic, he is the writer and co-creator of ABC 
Warriors, Finn, Flesh, Nemesis the Warlock, Sláine, M.A.C.H 1, Harlem Heroes and Savage. He also developed Judge Dredd 
and wrote one of the early Dredd serials — ‘The Cursed Earth’. He wrote Third World War for Crisis!, a politically-charged 

spin-off from 2000 AD, and Black Siddha for the Judge Dredd Megazine. 
Outside 2000 AD he is the writer and co-creator of the long-running classic anti-war story Charley’s War, as well as 
Marshal Law. He has also written for the Batman, Star Wars and Zombie World series for the US market. Currently Mills is 
writing the best-selling series Requiem — Vampire Knight for Editions Nickel of France with artist Olivier Ledroit, and a 

spin-off series, Claudia — Vampire Knight, with artist Frank Tacito. Two further French series are in production. 

John Wagner is, to many fans, the very heart of 2000 AD. Involved from the earliest days of the Galaxy’s Greatest Comic, 
he co-created Judge Dredd, as well as a whole cast of other memorable characters. Wagner has worked extensively 
beyond the Thargian universe, originating and editing a number of British periodicals as well as writing many American 

standards. His Paradox Press graphic novel A History of Violence is now a major film from director David Cronenberg

Chris Lowder has contributed to various 2000AD series including Judge Dredd, Dan Dare, Tharg’s Future Shocks and 
Time Twisters.
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Artists
Perhaps the most popular 2000 AD artist of all time, Brian Bolland’s clean-line style and meticulous attention to detail 
ensure that his artwork on strips including Dan Dare, Future Shocks, Judge Dredd and Walter the Wobot looks as fresh 
today as it did when first published. Co-creator of both Judge Anderson and The Kleggs,  Bolland’s highly detailed style 
unfortunately precluded him from doing many sequential strips — although he found the time to pencil both Camelot 

3000 and Batman: The Killing Joke for DC Comics.

Although Mike McMahon may not have illustrated as many strips as other 2000 AD creators, his importance to the comic 
cannot be overstated. It was McMahon who co-created perennial classics A.B.C. Warriors and The V.C.’s, and it was also 
McMahon who gave Judge Dredd his classic, defining, “big boots” look. McMahon has also illustrated One-Offs, Ro-
Busters, and provided a classic run on Sláine. Outside of the Galaxy’s Greatest Comic, he has pencilled Batman: Legends 

of the Dark Knight and The Last American, which he co-created with John Wagner.

Dave Gibbons is one of 2000 AD’s most popular artists, having created Harlem Heroes and Rogue Trooper. He has also 
pencilled A.B.C. Warriors, Dan Dare, Judge Dredd, Mega-City One, Ro-Busters, Tharg the Mighty, Tharg’s Future Shocks 
and Time Twisters, as well as having scripted several Rogue Trooper stories – making Gibbons one of the few 2000 AD 

creators to have served as writer, artist and letterer!
Beyond 2000 AD, Gibbons is unquestionably best known for his work on the award-winning classic Watchmen 

(with Alan Moore), but he has also pencilled A1, Batman, Doctor Who, Give Me Liberty, Green Lantern, Superman, Star 
Wars and War Story. His recent graphic novel The Original won an Eisner award and he is currently scripting several titles 

for DC comics. 

Brendan McCarthy was a key early artist for 2000 AD, and designed Zenith with Grant Morrison, and many of the 
perennially popular ABC Warriors with Pat Mills (and others). He also illustrated Judge Dredd, One-Offs, Ro-Jaws’ Robo-

Tales, Sooner or Later, Strontium Dog,  and Tharg’s Future Shocks.
McCarthy’s non-2000 AD work includes Skin in Crisis, Strange Days, Paradox!, Freakwave in Vanguard 

Illustrated and work for Revolver, where he co-created the popular character Rogan Gosh. Most recently, McCarthy has 
been the writer and designer for the forthcoming Mad Max: Fury Road, the fourth feature in the popular movie series. He 
has recently produced a highly acclaimed ‘visual autobiography’ of his life and work called Swimini Purpose, which sold 

out in two weeks. 

Since his Future Shock debut in Prog 37, Brett Ewins has been one of the Galaxy’s Greatest Comic’s most beloved artists. 
Co-creator of the classic Bad Company, Ewins has also contributed to A.B.C. Warriors, Daily Star Dredd, Judge Anderson, 

Judge Dredd, Kelly, Mega-City One, Rogue Trooper, Ro-Jaws, Robo-Tales and Universal Soldier. 
Beyond 2000 AD, Ewins was a co-founding editor of Deadline magazine, and co-pencilled and inked the hugely acclaimed 
Skreemer series, which he co-created with writer Peter Milligan. He also created Johnny Nemo, which is now enjoying 

great success in Cyberosia Publishing’s new US edition.

Garry Leach is a highly-respected artist who has pencilled Dan Dare, Judge Dredd, Tharg’s Future Shocks and The V.C.’s. 
His career beyond 2000 AD is highly notable for his work on the legendary Miracleman, which he effectively co-created 

with Alan Moore, but also includes Axel Pressbutton, Deadline and Global Frequency.

Ron Smith drew many 2000 AD stories including some of the epic Judge Dredd tale “The Day The Law Died.” His other 
work for 2000 AD includes Chronos Carnival and Tales of The Doghouse. 
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