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Robbie has the whole Shakara plot in his head – all the 
following books right to the end! I’m itching to know what 
happens, but don’t want to destroy his vision by talking about 
‘possible endings’… so I keep my mouth firmly shut. I’m like 
the reader in this relationship – I’m reading and drawing, and 
getting to the end of the episode wanting to read and draw 
more. I find out something about Shakara’s past, or a plot twist 
happens, and I think: ‘No way!’.

Robbie writes enthusiastically about Shakara’s burning red eyes 
looking straight out at the reader, and I can see them looking. Is 
it the burning pain of revenge, or is Shakara asking questions 
with those eyes? You can feel them searching. Robbie knows the 
answers… who Shakara is, and what’s behind those red eyes.

Henry Flint
September 2008

I was tempted to write this introduction in the persona of 
Shakara itself, and just repeat the same word over and over again 
in a relentless, mind-bending mantra, which – considering the 
nature of the series – might be appropriate. In the end, I figured 
that would be a wee bit too cheeky.

When I delivered the first script of Shakara Book III, I received an 
email from Henry Flint, saying: ‘It’s bonkers! I love it!’ I took this 
as a huge compliment because Henry is easily the most bonkers 
artist I know, and because going for the craziest, most over-the-top 
concepts, characters and storylines has always been the approach 
with Shakara. 

My earliest memories of 2000 AD are of how in-your-face and 
full of attitude it was, traits that it shared with the comic Action, 
also edited by Pat Mills, which had been banned after getting Mary 
Whitehouse’s knickers in a twist or something like that. 

The characters were bold and bombastic, the stories wildly 
inventive and anarchic, thanks to writers like Pat, John Wagner 
and Alan Grant, and artists such as Massimmo Belardinelli, Brian 
Bolland, Carlos Ezquerra, Mick McMahon, Brendan McCarthy, Kevin 
O’Neill, and many more.

The power and energy these creators packed into their stories 
was explosive, as was the impact 2000 AD had on late 1970’s 
British childhoods. Over the years, the comic has grown with its 
audience, the storylines becoming more ambitious, and storytelling 
techniques more sophisticated, but it’s always the things you read 
as a child that have the strongest impact and influence. 

In many ways, Shakara is an attempt to recreate that kind 
of child-like thrill, but still fuse it with the more modern 
sensibilities of the comic today. Also, around the time I was 
developing the initial idea, there seemed to be a lot of near-
future series in the comic, realistic in tone and nature, and 
focusing on human beings. I wanted to get away from that with 
something that was not only unmistakably science-fiction, 

but that could maybe only appear in the pages of 2000 AD. 
Destroying Earth in the first panel of the first page seemed like 
a good place to start!

For Shakara, I wanted a lead character so bizarre that we 
wouldn’t know who or what it was. I wanted walking, talking 
sentient galaxies, a race of telepaths with floating eyeballs for 
heads, world-devouring starships, countless alien worlds and 
beings, and spectacular interstellar phenomena. For all of those 
things, and more, call Henry Flint. 

Henry’s an explosion of creativity, very much in the unique and 
original vein of the classic 2000 AD artists mentioned above. He 
had been producing fantastic work on Judge Dredd, Rogue Trooper, 
and the ABC Warriors, but I really wanted to see him given the 
freedom to cut loose and create his own characters and worlds, 
instead of interpreting ones that were long established. Henry was 
the first and only choice of artist for Shakara.

As I said, with Shakara, I always go for the wildest idea I can 
come up with, partly because I want to see how much crazier it 
becomes when it’s visualized by Henry. When his artwork arrives, 
it never fails to put an enormous grin on my face, the same sort 
of grin I used to get when I read 2000 AD as a kid in Scotland all 
those years ago.   

I’m looking forward to doing more Shakara with Henry, and when 
we finish the series, I hope we can collaborate on something even 
more bizarre and over the top.

Of course, all that might be bollocks! Maybe all I wanted to do 
was save myself some work by writing a character who only ever 
says a single word of dialogue. 

“SHAKARA!”

Robbie Morrison
September 2008

INTRODUCTION

“SHAKARA!” “SHAKARA!” “SHAKARA!”
“SHAKARA!” “SHAKARA!” “SHAKARA!”
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Script: Robbie Morrison
Art: Henry Flint

Letters: Ellie De Ville

Originally published in 2000 AD Progs 2002, 1273-1279
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Script: Robbie Morrison
Art: Henry Flint
Letters: Annie Parkhouse

Originally published in 2000 AD Progs 1441-1449
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Script: Robbie Morrison
Art: Henry Flint
Letters: Annie Parkhouse

Originally published in 2000 AD Progs 2008, 1567-1573
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ROBBIE MORRISON
Robbie Morrison is one of 2000 AD’s most popular writers, having co-created The Bendatti Vendetta, Shakara, Shimura 

and Vanguard, and has chronicled the adventures of Judge Dredd in 2000 AD and the Judge Dredd Megazine.
He is also co-creator of fan-favourite Russian rogue Nikolai Dante, which won an Eagle award for ‘Best UK Character’, 
beating Judge Dredd to this accolade for the first time in almost twenty years. In the US, he has written Spider-Man’s 
Tangled Web for Marvel and The Authority for DC/WildStorm. His and artist Charlie Adlard’s critically acclaimed graphic 

novel White Death has also been hugely successful in both Europe and the US. 

HENRY FLINT
Henry Flint is one of the Galaxy’s Greatest Comic’s rising superstars. Co-creator of Sancho Panzer and Shakara, his 
incredibly versatile pencils have also graced A.B.C. Warriors, Judge Dredd/Aliens, Bill Savage, Deadlock, Judge Dredd, 
Rogue Trooper, Missionary Man, Nemesis the Warlock, Nikolai Dante, Sinister Dexter, Tharg the Mighty, The V.C.’s, Vector 
13 and Venus Bluegenes. He has even written a Tharg’s Alien Invasions strip! He has also begun to establish himself in 

American comics. In 2004 Flint was the recipient of the award for best artist at the National Comic Awards.
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Russia, 2666 AD - where a man can become a legend if 
he’s fool enough to stake his life on it. That man is Nikolai 
Dante: lover, rogue and thief; son of a pirate queen and 
altogether too cool to kill!

When a chance robbery leads him to the Imperial 
Dungeons, and then to working with the Tsar’s beautiful 
daughter Jena, Dante discovers his heritage - bio bonding 

with the alien Weapons Crest, which grants him astonishing 
abilities. But with the new enemies he’s making - much 
less the family he never knew about - can Dante keep his 
head?

And these are just the start of his adventures in this 
epic and complex series from the pen of 2000 AD supremo, 
Robbie Morrison!

NIKOLAI DANTE: The Romanov Dynasty 
by Robbie Morrison, Simon Fraser, Charlie Adlard et al
ISBN: 978-1-904265-20-7 g £12.99 g Paperback

NIKOLAI DANTE: The Great Game 
by Robbie Morrison, Simon Fraser, Charlie Adlard et al
ISBN: 978-1-904265-32-0 g £13.99 g Paperback

NIKOLAI DANTE: The Courtship Of Jena Makarov
by Robbie Morrison, Simon Fraser, Charlie Adlard et al
ISBN: 978-1-904265-44-3 g £11.99 g Paperback

NIKOLAI DANTE: Tsar Wars Volume 1
by Robbie Morrison, Simon Fraser & John Burns
ISBN: 978-1-904265-95-5 g £13.99 g Paperback

NIKOLAI DANTE: Tsar Wars Volume 2
by Robbie Morrison, John Burns & Steve Yeowell
ISBN: 978-1-905437-24-5 g £13.99 g Paperback

NIKOLAI DANTE: Hell And High Water
by Robbie Morrison, Simon Fraser & John Burns
ISBN: 978-1-905437-59-7 g £14.99 g Paperback

NIKOLAI DANTE: Sword Of The Tsar
by Robbie Morrison, Simon Fraser & John Burns
ISBN: 978-1-905437-69-6 g £13.99 g Paperback

NIKOLAI DANTE: The Beast Of Rudinshtein
by Robbie Morrison, Simon Fraser & John Burns
ISBN: 978-1-905437-92-4 g £13.99 g Paperback

ALSO AVAILABLE FROM 2000 AD!

NIKOLAI DANTE
GRAPHIC NOVEL RANGE

BY ROBBIE MORRISON, SIMON FRASER, JOHN BURNS AND MORE!

JUDGE DREDD
THE HENRY FLINT COLLECTION
JOHN WAGNER g ROBBIE MORRISON 

HENRY FLINT

ISBN: 978-1-905437-64-1
Paperback g £12.99

JUDGE DREDD
TOTAL WAR

JOHN WAGNER g HENRY FLINT
COLIN MACNEIL

ISBN: 978-1-904265-78-8
Paperback g £11.99

JUDGE DREDD
THE HUNTING PARTY

JOHN WAGNER g HENRY FLINT
TREVOR HAIRSINE et al

ISBN: 978-1-904265-91-7
Paperback g £12.99

SHIMURA
ROBBIE MORRISON g FRANK QUIETLY

COLIN MACNEIL g SIMON FRASER 
et al

ISBN: 978-1-904265-08-5
Paperback g £11.99

TO ORDER: PHONE THARG’S FUTURE SHOP HOTLINE  

01621 877 250
OR VISIT THE ONLINE STORE
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THE GALAXY IS IN TURMOIL. Once a place 
of peace and order, now a time of terror 
has descended upon it, with races waging 
war upon one another unchecked by any 
authority. Planets, civilizations, even 
entire star systems face total annihilation 
or enslavement. But a vengeful fi gure 
has emerged from the chaos, striking at 
targets with a ruthless determination. 
This alien being calls itself Shakara and 
it is seemingly bent on wreaking revenge 
on those responsible for the destruction of 
its people. The Shakara were thought to be 
long dead – but retribution is coming from 

beyond the grave!

Written by Robbie Morrison (Nikolai Dante) 
and beautifully illustrated by Henry Flint (The 
A.B.C. Warriors), Shakara is a thrill-packed 

slice of 2000 AD at its very best.

SHAKARA!
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