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ISSUE #2
BLACK ANNIS

Saoirse and her younger brother Brahm have ventured
out to find the Cailleach’s tower on Imbolc day, looking
for an adventure. But this adventure may be more than
Saoirse can handle when Brahm goes missing while
exploring the outside of the tower...
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PON A DARKENED
NIGHT, WITHOUT
HI5 D06, HIS.
DIRK, OR HIS
LIGHT.
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ONE HED Eee




I KNOW YOu'RE
THERE, PET. NOTHING
CAN HIDE THE STENCH

OF YouR KIND,

SSNIFFz

You CAN
COME ouT,
GIRL.

Now,
COME IN. I'VE
GOT SOMETHING
To SHOW




THERE You
60, CHILD,
YOU'RE JUST
IN TIME.

HE SMELLS
READY, DOESN‘T
HE?




NOT HUNGRY? DON'T
WORRY. I DON'T
LIKE To SHARE,
ANYWAY.

IT’S BEEN A
LONG TIME SINCE
IVE HAD SUCH A
DELICACY.

AND LONGER
STILL, SINCE I'VE
HAD ONE THIS
YouNG.




LooK AT You,
CHILD. DRIVEN BY
THE LOVE OF YouR

BROTHER.

IT WARMS
MY HEART.

50, DONT
WORRY CHILD,
I WON'T BE
CRUEL...

PUT THE BOTH
OF You IN THE
SAME PAN.




HA HA! WHAT A
TREASURE. I DO 50
LOVE A HONEY
GLAZE ON MY
ROAST.

E 7 \omna.
ST watee.




1 DINT
WANT You
To ¥Now,
1 WANTED

NoU--

You
WANTED ME
Too FuLL To EAT
You. MAYBE 1
WAIT To CooK
You. MAYBE
You ESCAPE.

I1ToLD
You NOT To LIE
To ME, GIRL! T'LL EAT
MY DINNER RAW F
17 DIS;(EEASEG

AN
APPETITE
TEA...?

FOR MY BROTUER!
BRAUM'S BEEN SICK,
W WASN'T BATING.
1 WAS JuST TRYING

T0 HELP HiM!

WELL, DON'T
You WORRY.
I'LL BE PLENTY
A-HUNGRY,
GIRL.




WHAT DID
You DO To
MEe?!

WHAT WAS IN
THAT TEA?/




You...
WILL,..BE MY
DINNER/




You...HAVE
THE MARK...

WHICH OF MY SISTERS
SENT YE? THEY THINK 50
LITTLE OF ME, THEY SEND
A CHILD?
I'LL STOP THEIR

LAUGHTER! T'LL KILL
YE AND TAKE YOUuR

THEN ILL BE
THE ONE To OPEN
"\ THE DOOR!

CHeEp (
AAAAGGGGHH! ';H.E.CZEE,CaHEEF




" COME ON BEAM,
S NOU HAVE To WALK/ 1
CANT CARR Nou!

You CAN‘T
ESCAPE!




THE REST OF MY
SISTERS WILL
FIND You!”

1 Negp To
ALY

YOU CANT,
DUCK.

UE'S DEAD.

THEYRE

AW DEAD.




1 WANT oo/
23062 1 WANT
To SEE HIM.

YOU CANT,

No!'1 pON'T
WANT To SLeep!
1 WANT TO
SEE N/

BRAHM...YER SO TIRED.
YER STIW SICK. You
UAVE TO SLeE.




YOU CAN, (FNOW 7 THINK, MY LITTLE LION. 2SNIFF: WE USED TO PLAN UE SHOWED Me
GO TO SLEEP. You  WHAT'S NOUR FAVOR(TE HURLING. UE WHITTLED ME HOW TO HIT TUE
Mglfzﬁam MBMOF?Y uoﬂyouz MY OWN STICK. BALL FOR.

NOW DRINK THIS. TURINK (T
AND NO CAN SLEEP AND
PLAY WITH HM.

UREAMS ARE
REAL, BRAHM. TUPN'RE
EAL WHEN YOWRE N TUEM.




SAOIRSE...7

YES, BRAHM?

YowW Be
UERE WHEN 1 WAKE
UPZ YoU WON'T
B GONg?




whi’ov’i&ﬁ“f’ﬁw
uﬁt‘\“\?galﬁ?n POWN To THE VILLAGE (T
WAS GUIET. 1 THOUGHT
T WAS STRANGE
RIGHT AWAN.

‘THE CAILLEACH

I KILLED THEM ALL

1 FOUND HER, KON, SHE
WAS (N TUE TOWER, AND
S A
BURNED, \oN! S N Tes
HAKDMAIZENS.

TUAT WASN'T THE
CAILEACH, SAOIRSE...
THAT WAS BLAKK
ANNIS.

I'M SUCH A FOOL. 1 ¥NEW ANNIS
UAD LIVED (N TUAT TOWER, BUT (T UAD BEEN
VECADES SINCE SUE USED (T. 1 WANTED Nou
To UAVE AN APVENTURE, 0 FEEL SPECIAL.
1 THOUGHT (T WAS SAFE/

] DONT
UNDERSTAND.




THE ENP OF
THE WORLD.

TUE LEGEND
NOU KNOW 1S oNW
PARTIN TRUE. TUERE /S
A CAILEACH, BUT SUE
DOESN'T COME OUT

(TS UER
ON MBOLC TIN. UANDMAIDENS WHO

D0 TUAT. TE CAILLEACH
1S TUE QUEEN OF TUf
WITCHES. SHE UAS...
OTHER DUTIES.

TUEN WHY
DD SH¢ COME To
OUR \ILAGE, TOURY?
WHy mgﬁsﬂue uu




WHAT ARE YOU ..
TOKING ABOUT? :

You
¢ REMEMBER MY
STORIES ABOUT

TUE TUATHA DE
DANANN?

. R YO

Vo \ou
REMEMBER THE FAERIE
KING?Z TUg BATER OF

THE WoRr\p?

UE WAS TRAPPED
(N THE FABRIE LANDS
PN TUE ANCIENT UEROES.
TUE STORIES SAID (F UE NO, Wy
PVER GOT FRER, WED GR,, UFD CONQUER
CONQUER. (REVAND. EVERYTHING.

BUT TUAT'S JUST
A STORY, NON.

THOSE WERE TUp
QUEEN'S DOING.

(TS NOT. THE
HUNGRY YEARS?

‘THE CAILLEACH
CAUSED THE
FAMINEZ”

2

‘AVE, HER AND HER HANPMAIZENS.

[T WAS THE MOST POWERFUL
SPeL THEY HAVE EVER CAST.”




‘WHYZ WHY WOULY THEY PO

‘THE ONE THAT WOULY

SHATTER THE LOCKS ON

THE POOR THAT TRAPS

THE KING IN THE FAERIE
LANDS.

..BUT [T DIN'T
WORK. THE VOO
WAS BENT, BUT
NOT BRoKEN. THE |8
EATER WAS ST B8
RAPPE7 IN
TI2 NA NG

‘EVER SINCE THAT DAY, THE CAILEACH AND HER
HANDMAIPENS HAVE BEGN BUILPING THEIR STRENGTY.
READY TO BRING ANOTHER GREAT CATASTROPHE UPON
[RELAND, AND SO FINISH GREAKING THE POOR.

you coup
STOP TUEM.

BECAUSE OF WUAT
MAKES NOU SPECIAL,
MY GIRL. YOUR
WITCHMARK.

SBLOOD MAGICK. THE CAILEACH |
AN HEZ HANPMATVENS NEEVED [T
10 Fll AN FUEN GREATER SPe. |

THAN KILLED My
MOTUER, AND NOW
THENRE GOING TO

VESTRON TUe
WORLD....



WHEN Nou
FACED BLACK
ANNIS, WHAT

UAPPENED?

SUE USED A
SPEWL ON ME. TO
CONTROL ME.

AND DID (T

TUAT WAS Tue
WITCHMARK,

You
ALNINS COULPD.
(TS WHY Yol
Took o WelL To
THE TEAS AND
POTIONS 1

AT FIRST, BUT WHEN 1 WAS SCARED
SUED HURT BRAHM, 1 COULD MOVE
A UTTLE. SUE WAS SURPRISED
BN THAT.

SUe
TRIED TO BURN
US, BUT TUAT
DIONT WORK

PTUER.

AND (T DOESN'T ONW
BT NOU RESIST TUe
UANDMAIPENS' MAGICKS,
(T TAKES THEM
AS WEW.

TAUGHT : / i LooK. T3
\Z ) GROWN. TUE
- | POWER IN Nou
’ (3 GROWING,
Too.

1 COWDNT
¥NOW FOR SURp
[F NOUR MARK
WASJZ&B...BUT
OW...

THE UANDMAIDENS'
MAGIC AGAINST
THEIR QUEEN. YOu CAN
STOP THE CAILLEACH
BEFORE SUE HURTS
ANNONE BLSE.
YOW CAN--




YOUR FATHER THEY UAD NO (DFA
TR MO T VILAGERS WHAT TRLE
— S N i NoTiNG. WITCHCRAFT .
A e W OR VEFORMED CAVF,
- WAS, WITCH-
WORK.

YOU KNEW/ BND 1T00K BRAHM! UE WAS
NOW LET M (0 FRIGHTENED! BUT 1
PAST TUP Uepae MAPE HIM (10--

ANYWINSZ

You pw!

(F UE'D BEEN WITH ME, 1 WOWD
UAVE GONE TO TWE ViWAGE
SOONRR.

WE WouLp
HAVE\EEBN Tuere




YOW LIEP TO ME,
AND NOWRE TRYING
TO SN NOWRE A
HERO?

I'M S0 S0RRN. VONT
LET MY MISTAKES KEpp
NOU FROM NOUR DUTN.
TUE CAILLEACH MUST
B¢ DEFEATED. You
Cowp--

1 KNEW,

ONg U, THe
CAILLEACH WoULp
RETURN, BUT 1 DION'T
KNOW (T WOWLD B
S0 SOON. 1 NEVER
DREAMED (T WOULY
B¢ TODAY.

BLACK ANNIS
SAID UER SISTERS
WL COME LOOKING

fOR Mg/

I'M NOT TUe
SAIOR OF TUe
WORLD!







WUAT'S UAPPENING?
WHY DO Yol Look
LIKE TUAT?

" BRENoU
A WITCH,

] PROMISE
TUAT, ToO.

1 SCARED Yo, 1
WONT PO TUAT

TS oK. 1
ACCERT NOWR
APOLOGN.




1 ALMOST WISH You
WERE b WITCH,
THOUGH.

BLACK ANNIS
WAS RIGHT, THE SISTERS
WILL REALIZE NOU PUIST,
AND, SCONER OR LATPR,
TUAT MEANS THE REAL
CAlLEACH WILL Comp
FOR oW

BECAUSE TUEN
NOU COWD TAKE Mp
FLYING. T'VE ALWINS

WANTED TO FLY. WEW, (F
1 EVER LEARN HOW,
YoWW B6 TUE FIRST

PERSON 1 TKE.

W SEND Nou
AND YER BROTUER TO PNGLAND.
(ROSSING ZUNNING WATEZ. (S A
TERRIGLE PERIL TOR WITCUES,
THE CAILLEACH WON'T BE ABLE
To rolLow Nou. NoT
EASIN.

YOU Weee
RIGHT T00, TUCK.
YPR JUST A GlRy. 1
NEVER SHOULY UAVE
PUT THIS UPON Nou.



UERE. TUERE'S A FEW OTUER
(RONES LIKE ME WHO ¥NOW
A THING OR TWO. WEW FIND
A WON TO FIGHT TUe SISTERS.
WHAT MATTERS (S TUAT
NOWW BF SAFP.

CAN NOU TeACH Me
HOW TO U THE
WITCHMARK?

...[T WON'T MATTER
WHERE \We BRE IF TUE
DOOR 1S BROKEN AND
THE FATER COMES, WILL

(T7 TUE S6A WONT

SToP HIM.




W Tueee's JusT one

I THING I HOVE TO
7O FIRST.”

(TS TIME TO
GO, BRAMM.




‘WE NEEP TO GET JUSTICE.”

ReACH OUT TO TUg AR AROUND
NOU. TOUCH (T WITH NOUR
MIND. TUEN PULL (T.




1 CANT PO
[T/ (T'S oo
HARp!

FAGRIE MAGIC
(S MATCUED TO TUE FOUR
ELEMENTS: BARTH, WIND,
WATER, AND FIRE. EACH WITCH
UBS A NATURAL AFFINITY. WE
JUST DON'T ¥NOW
YOURS NET.

NOW Lo YOUR
EPS, PET.

VONT B¢
FRUSTRATED,
DUCK.

ReAcH oUT WITH NOUR
MIND. CAN NYOU ¢
ANYTHING?

THOSE DRE THE LEY
LINES. TUE FAGRIE'S MAGIC
FLOWS THROUGH TUEM.

TUE WITCHMARK UELPS
NOU USE TUEM.

AND WUAT VO NOU THINK Nou
DO TUR FREL COWD SET ONE OF TWe
LiKg? TREE'S BRANCUES

ON FlRg?
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NAN, WHY
PO \Nou SMoKp
THOE SMEUN

THINGS?

TURN alve
AN OLp WOMAN
SOME WARMTH.
BESIVES, T LB

Tl SMEWL.

JUNIPER.
(T'S GOOV FOR
CALMING THE MIND.
AND OTUER

10 ¥eep TUE WITCUES FROM BUT JUNIPER (S USEFUL,
SMEWING YO, MY PETS. CHILDREN  FOR ANOTUER REASON. THE
SMEW UNBEARABLE TO WITCHES. SMOKE CAN UELP HIDE US
TO TUEM, NOUR PURITY 1S FROM THOSE WHO Wowp

PUTRESCENCE. Look ﬁg‘gs WITH




WEWL, WHY DOES SUE KNOW HOW
MAGIC WORKS? AND AL TUAT
STUFF ABOUT PLANTS?

NOT ALL. ONW
THOS WHO UAVE
BEEN CORRUPTED PN
THE Tool TURN TRY
T0 WiEWw.

..NOT LIg
Yo COWR Be,
SAOIRSE.

WHAT
DO NOW MEAN,
CORRUPTED?

BUT WITCUES
hRe !

1 SWPPOS,
1 AM 0 WITCH...OF A
SORT. WHEN 1 WAS A CHILD,
THEN CALLED WOMEN LIKE Mp W CAN
UEDGE WITCUES, KNOWLEDGEABLE  SPEAK TO PLANTS.
(N WHAT TUEN CAWED USEFUL, BUT NOT
‘GregN maalc.’ POWGRFWL ...




TUE CAIVLEACH AND TUE SISTERS--
THEN DIDN'T START AS BNIL.
TUEN WERE SIMPLY ARROGANT.

TUEN THOUGHT TUBN Cowp
MASTER THE MAGIC.

HOW PO Yol ¥Now
SO MUCH ABOUT AL
OF THIS?

MORE 1 UAVEN'T TOLD
NOW, TUCK. TUERE AREN'T
JUST FOUR SISTERS.
TUERE ARE FIN...

COULDN'T TUeN?
(SN'T THAT WHAT
WITCHeS po?

maalc 18
VANGEROUS, DUCK.

(T'S NOT FOR HUMANS,
(T'S TUE STUFF OF FARRIES.
TUE MORE POWER NOU LEARN

T0 CONTROL, TUE MORE (T
XS T0 CONTROL YOu.

IF You ALOW [T,
(T WILL STRIP NOUR
HUMANITN FROM NOW,
AND TUPN NOWW B¢
NO BETTER TUAN
BLACK ANNIS.




YOU WERE RIGHT,
BRAMM. BUT 1 PROMISE
Jow, I'M NOTHING
LIKE TUEM.

ALRIGHT, OUR MOTUER TAUGHT ALL
FIVE OF US TUE WINS OF
MAGIC, BUT 1 WAS TUg
WEAKEST. 1 LACKED
WHAT THEN UAD.

‘THE WITCHMARK. I WAS THE
ONLY ONE GORN WITHOUT [T. THE
OTHERS TEASEY Mg ABOUT (T. AT

FIRST (T WAS AS SISTERS o,

BUT THEN [T GrEW CRUEL.

‘UNTIL FINALLY THEY
PANISHED ME FROM
THEIR SIGUT.

‘I PION'T REAVIZE WHAT PATY THAT
POWER WAS TAKING THEM ON.

- e AR B/

1 HATED [T AT FIRST. FEELING LIKE I WASN'T PART “THEY WEREN'T SATISFIED WITH WHAT MY MOTHEZ

| OF MY OWN FAMILY. BUT I LIKED THE GREGN MAGIC. (T
2 FELT GOOD TO MAKE THINGS GROW, TO LEARN AGOUT
LIFE. SO WHAT IF THE OTHERS HAP MORE POWER?

TAUGHT THEM. TO BE CARGFUL AND RESPECTFUL OF THE
PAERIE'S POWER. SO, THEY SOUGHT A NEW TEACHER.”




I ANNIS AND NICKEVEN,
THE CORRUPTION WAS FASY
10 SPOT, O BrRoNAGH A7 |20 g
BAVE, LSS 0. OBVIOUS OF | il
NOT, AL OF THEM HAD ~,
BECOME WICKED. AL OF ~
THEM SOUGHT EVEN
MORE POWRR.

N

BEFORE 1 KNEW (T, THEN WAD
CAST TUE SPELL TUAT CAUSED
e FAM‘l?rllgé SO MANY

1 COUDN'T

STOP TUEM.

YOU ARE. YOWRE
TEACHING ME, DND
WE DON'T UAVE TIME

To WORRN ABOUT

TUe PAST.

JuST TeW Me
HOW CAN 1 USE THIS
MAGIC TO DEFEAT TUE
CAILLEACH, AND NOT
BECOME A MONSTER
LIKE UER AND TUE
SISTERS?

('S NOT NOUR FAWLT,
NAN. YOU DIDN'T HAVE
THE WITCHMARK. You
COWDNT UAVE STOPPED
THEM. YOU COWDN'T
UAVE KNOWN.

‘THE CAILLEACH WAS ONLY
T00 PLEASED TO HAVE HER
NEW DISCIPLES. SHE TAUGHT

THEM EVERYTUING MY MOTHER

WOULDN'T. BLOOD MAGICK.

‘(T CHANGED
THEM.

‘THEY WERE EASY PREY fOR

THE CAILEACH'S PROMISES--
AND BEFORE 1 KNEW (T, MY
SISTERS HAV LEFT HOME.”




WHEN NOU MADE TUE TREE BURN, THINK OF A GARDEN. FILL

DO NOU REMEMBER HOW NOU FeLT? (T WTH AW THE FLOWERS

NOT HOW THUE LY LINGS FELT, - AND PLANTS NOU KNOW.
BUT HOW Yol DID?

1 WAS CALM.
e ARE Nou
MY MIND FELT LIKE (T =
WAS FLOATING ouT : Tuere?
OF W BOWN.

Goov.
TUAT'S WUAT
WE NEED. (LOSp
NOUR EXNES.

WHUAT PO Yol
SMEW 2

JUNIPER. ”
UILARIOUS.

AND WUAT
P S67 MAKE (T REAL.
(F (TS ReAL TUEN NOUR
MIND CAN GO TUERE.

WEW DONE,
TUCK. YOUR MIND
1S STRONG. WeW
NEED TUAT.

NOowW oPEN
YOUR EXES.

...OLPANDER...
1 SMEW WHITE
OVPANDER.




WERE GOING
To NEEp A aiTe
(N YOUR GARDEN.
A GREAT LOWKED

ITS YOUE
MIND-GARTEN.

A PLACE WHERE \
You CAN FIND
PEACE.

SUE'S FINE. AS
LONG BS WERE UERE
T LOOV.O %\;T PR UER




IF You FegL
THE MAGIC'S TAINT,
YouU CAN COME HERE
TO KEEP YOUR

SolUL SAFE.

' suiT, THen e

R\ aAezeN Wil
[T\\_ £F SAF
N

WgW po (1
TOGETHER.




1S PVERYTHING
ALRIGHT, NANZ

ERYTHING'S FING.
1 JUST PON'T WANT TO
LEAVE BRAHM ALONE
fOR 100 LONG.

PYXPLORE TUp
GARDEN. TUE MORE
NOU KNOW [T, TUE MORE
POWER NOWW WAVE OVER
(T, AND TUe PASIER (T WILL
Bt FOR US 1O BUILD
NOUR GATE.







UEN, BIRDIE...
BIRDE...

ID NOU KNOW A
BIRP URLPED US
FIGHT BLAK
ANNIS?

7 0Ip SUp
NOW, BRAHM?

WoAdH.

Vv Nou
SFE TUATZ TUERE
WERE SO MANY

1 Touclep
ONg! [T LT
Mg/

‘DIp SHE
REALYZ”




‘THAT'S STRANGE
PEHAVIOR FOR
A BIRp.”

1O BE CONTINUED...



