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The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams is quoted on page 128 of this graphic novel.



Dedicated to Blanca.
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MIKE HAWTHORNE is an Eisner and Harvey 

Award-nominated cartoonist and illustrator best 

known for his record-setting run of Deadpool and 

his more current work on Spider-Man. In addition 

to his comic work, Hawthorne has served as a 

story artist and illustrator for Fox, Illumination, Epic 

Games, and Marvel Entertainment, where he did 

concept work for the upcoming Moon Knight and 

Hitmonkey shows.

Photo by Despina Hawthorne.
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Mike Hawthorne’s mother is left alone to raise her son in New York City, a 

city that torments them both with its unforgiving nature. But when Mike falls 

victim to a death curse—a haunting sign from the old country of something 

his mother could never truly escape—she begins a series of events that 

drive him away both physically and emotionally.

For the first time ever, Eisner Award-nominated artist Mike Hawthorne 

(Superior Spider-Man) tells the true and tragic story of enduring abuse, 

discovering a love of art and a passion that helped him build the home he 

never had in this graphic novel memoir about family, survival, and what it 

means to be Puerto Rican in America.

T
E

E
N

 1
3

+


