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If I was a pompous twat I’d say “ironically, I write to 
you from Greece, one of the nine countries Heavy Metal 
Dredd was printed in.”  But I particularly remember the 
Greek version because the speech balloons and panels 
in Greek looked a bit special on the page.

Heavy Metal Dredd was first printed in international 
glossy music mag Rock Power, which successfully 
spanned the globe.  As a result, so did Dredd.  He had 
unprecedented exposure, then a final outing in the UK 
within the pages of Judge Dredd Megazine.  My first story 
debuted Meg issue 19 – we’re going back a while.

Simon Bisley was just landing from a punishing work 
load on Sláine, The Horned God, followed by Batman 
vs. Dredd tale Judgement on Gotham. David Bishop was 
editing the Meg at the time but it was Steve McManus 
who gave me the call to arms: “Heavy Metal Dredd, no 
limits, a separate and aggressive Dredd world that 
gets the point across.” Check the first Biz story in this 
collection to see what he meant!

I love Biz; the man and the artist. There’s no difference 
between the two for me, so let’s talk about his art.  
When Simon first started out I was working on Nemesis 
Book 7, ‘The Two Torquemadas.’ I was rocked when I 
first saw his black & white ABC Warriors artwork. Then 
KO’d by Sláine, The Horned God. I’ll admit I was secretly 
gutted but became an immediate fan of Simon’s, and 
still am.

It’s no coincidence that I’m collaborating with Clint 
Langley on the cover for this book, because he felt exactly 
the same way. To add to my pain I visited Simon’s house 
for a couple of days and saw the original artwork for 
The Horned God. On my way home I remember thinking 

“so, how do you design kitchens again?” However, in 
typical Biz style, he helped me back up.  He wanted a 
very twisted A2 study of Batman – in return he gave me 
a few pointers on colour work. As did Glenn Fabry, which 
I still use on one shots to this day.

But at the time I needed a colourist, so I found Keith 
Page, who did a fine job. With John Wagner, Alan Grant 
and John Smith in the mix, that was the squad. Jim 
Alexander and Alison Potter also contributed as script 
writers. Lettered by the late, great Tom Frame.

As I’ve said, this was not meant for the Dredd universe 
and these great writers went out on a limb. A violent 
limb at that, a bit like shaking their muscles loose after 
a good fight. You be the judge. It was unselfconscious 
work with funny, unpredictable and brutal scripts.  
When it was finally published in JD Megazine, David 
Bishop fielded a year’s worth of complaints.  Man, the 
UK readers were pissed off!  Eventually, Dave called a 
halt to the proceedings, which became known on the 
letters page as ‘the violence debate.’ He dubbed it an 
over-flipped coin. He was right.

I don’t know what today’s fans will think. A few boos 
from the gallery?  Good. Enjoy this book – Rebellion and 
Jon Oliver are doing a great job archiving the work in 
2000 AD and the Meg. They must be, otherwise I guess 
I wouldn’t be writing this.  

Senior Street Judge Dredd. Pick Up Your Teeth Dredd.  
Heavy Metal Dredd.

Peace?

John Hicklenton

A VIOLENT LIMB
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JIM ALEXANDER
Jim Alexander penned Calhab Justice for the Megazine as well as working on various Judge Dredd strips.

DAVID BISHOP
David Bishop edited 2000 AD from Christmas 1995 until the summer of 2000, before leaving to become a full-time writer. 
He’s had nearly 20 novels published, a radio play broadcast by the BBC and had scripted serials for 2000 AD, Judge Dredd 
Megazine and the Phantom. He won a first prize at the 2007 Page International Screenwriting Awards in Los Angeles 
for his short film script Danny’s Toys, and recently attained an MA in screenwriting with distinction at Screen Academy 

Scotland. You can read David’s blog at www.viciousimagery.blogspot.com

ALAN GRANT
With over 300 2000 AD stories to his name – not to mention over 250 Daily Star Judge Dredd strips – Alan Grant’s prolific 
creative record speaks for itself. Outside the Galaxy’s Greatest Comic, Grant is well-known to Batman fans following a 
lengthy run on various incarnations of the title. More recently he has adapted Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic novels 
Kidnapped and Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde in Graphic Novel format with artist Cam Kennedy. His television work includes 
scripts for the BBC series Ace Lightning and the Carnival of Doom and he is currently writing a feature length animation 

for a German company.

JOHN SMITH
John Smith is unquestionably a 2000 AD hero, with a host of creative credits to his name, including A Love Like Blood, 
Devlin Waugh, Firekind, Holocaust 12, Indigo Prime, Pussyfoot 5, Revere, Slaughterbowl and Tyranny Rex. Smith has also 
written Future Shocks, Heavy Metal Dredd, Judge Dredd, Judge Karyn, Pulp Sci-Fi, Robo-Hunter, Rogue Trooper, Tales 
from Beyond Science, Tales of Mega-City One and Vector 13. Smith’s work beyond the Galaxy’s Greatest Comic includes 
the long-running New Statesmen series and Straitgate in Crisis, DC/Vertigo’s Hellblazer and Scarab, and Harris Comics’ 
Vampirella and Pantha. Upcoming series for 2000 AD include contemporary science-fiction thriller Dead Eyes and the 
urban hoodie horror story Cradlegrave, while for The Megazine the ‘Ship of Fools’ sets sail – a madcap Devlin Waugh 
story illustrated by Peter Doherty which sees the culmination of Devlin’s twenty-three year long search for his debauched 

brother Freddy.

JOHN WAGNER
John Wagner has been scripting for 2000 AD for more years than he cares to remember. His creations include Judge 
Dredd, Strontium Dog, Ace Trucking, Al’s Baby, Button Man and Mean Machine. Outside of 2000 AD his credits include 

Star Wars, Lobo, The Punisher and the critically acclaimed A History of Violence.
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SIMON BISLEY
Simon Bisley occupies an almost unique place in 2000 AD history as one of the first UK artists to popularise the fully 
painted style pioneered by Argentinian artist Alberto Brecchia. His highly dynamic artwork made his two major series 
in the Galaxy’s Greatest Comic — A.B.C. Warriors: The Black Hole and Sláine: The Horned God — very popular, as 
they remain to date. He also illustrated Heavy Metal Dredd in the Megazine, an ultra-graphic, adults-only take on the 
lawman, before going on to paint the hugely successful first Batman/Judge Dredd crossover story Judgement on Gotham. 
Bisley has provided countless pin-ups and short pieces across an astonishing variety of comics, from legendary fantasy 
anthology Heavy Metal to anarchic DC superhero series Lobo, and has an even more extensive CV in Europe, where his 

painted style enjoys enormous success.

JOHN HICKLENTON
John Hicklenton has illustrated a wide range of strips across both 2000 AD and the Megazine, including Heavy Metal 
Dredd, Judge Dredd, Mean Machine, Nemesis the Warlock, Pandora, Rogue Trooper, Strange Cases and Tharg’s Future 
Shocks. His work can also be seen in Crisis! and Deadline. Most recently he has provided the art for Blood of Satanus III 

in Judge Dredd Megazine and has worked with Pat Mills on Zombie World.
 

BRENDAN McCARTHY
Brendan McCarthy was a key early artist for 2000 AD, and designed Zenith with Grant Morrison, and many of the 
perennially popular ABC Warriors with Pat Mills (and others). He also illustrated Judge Dredd, Strontium Dog, and Tharg’s 

Future Shocks.
McCarthy’s non-2000 AD work includes Skin in Crisis, Strange Days, Paradox!,  Freakwave in Vanguard Illustrated and 

work for Revolver. 

COLIN MACNEIL
Since joining 2000 AD in 1986 Colin MacNeil has worked on many strips, including Chopper – Song of the Surfer and the 
infamous death of Johnny Alpha in Strontium Dog – The Final Solution. He went on to collaborate with John Wagner on 
the award winning Judge Dredd – America for the Judge Dredd Megazine. He has also worked on Shimura, Maelstrom and 
Fiends of the Eastern Front – Stalingrad. Most recently working on Judge Dredd –Total War, Cadet, Mutants in Mega-City 
One and Emphatically Evil: The Life and Crimes of P J Maybe. He also provided the atmospheric artwork on Bloodquest for 

Games Workshop. He also enjoys creating large abstract paintings. He says it’s art therapy!

DEAN ORMSTON
Dean Ormston’s otherworldly pencils first graced the Megazine, where he contributed to the epic Judge Dredd ‘Judgement 
Day’ saga, and pencilled the popular ‘Raptaur’. He is the co-creator of antique oddities Harke and Burr, and has also 
pencilled Heavy Metal Dredd, Judge Death, Missionary Man, Strange Cases, and Tales of Telguuth. Ormston’s other non-
2000 AD  work includes The Crow, The Invisibles, The Monarchy and Sandman. He also worked on character designs for 

the animated CGI series Reboot.
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JOHN HICKLENTON 
DEDICATED TO MY FATHER, TOBY AND MR ARGO

WITH THANKS TO
ANIMAL MONDAY g ANIMA MUNDI g C4 & BRIT DOC g FRACTURED FILMS g OPTIV & C4C 

LIL’ G & ALL THE FAMS g BEAUTIFUL CLAIRE  g ADAM, KAT, WILL g LEE KERN g ANDY HOLLAND g MAZ
TIMMY g PEDER g KATIE & LUCY G g THE GU7 NINJAS g G g SEAN BAILEY g JON g PAT g CLINT

GLENN g SIMON g GARY LAWFORD g RON SMITH

ALSO AVAILABLE FROM 2000 AD!

JUDGE DREDD
THE HENRY FLINT COLLECTION
JOHN WAGNER g ROBBIE MORRISON 

HENRY FLINT

ISBN: 978-1-905437-64-1
Paperback g £12.99

JUDGE DREDD
TOTAL WAR

JOHN WAGNER g HENRY FLINT
COLIN MACNEIL

ISBN: 978-1-904265-78-8
Paperback g £11.99

JUDGE DREDD
THE HUNTING PARTY

JOHN WAGNER g HENRY FLINT
TREVOR HAIRSINE et al

ISBN: 978-1-904265-91-7
Paperback g £12.99

SHIMURA
ROBBIE MORRISON g FRANK QUIETLY

COLIN MACNEIL g SIMON FRASER 
et al

ISBN: 978-1-904265-08-5
Paperback g £11.99

For almost thirty years, one man has dominated the British 
comic scene. He is judge, jury and executioner, a merciless 
far-future lawman delivering justice with an iron fist on the 
mean streets of Mega-City One. He is Judge Dredd!

Now you can re-discover the roots of this legendary character 
in this vast and Thrill-packed series of graphic novels collect-
ing together all of Dredd’s adventures in chronological order, 
complete and uncut!

JUDGE DREDD: The Complete Case Files 01 
by Wagner, Mills, McMahon, et al
ISBN: 978-1-904265-79-5 g £13.99 g Paperback

JUDGE DREDD: The Complete Case Files 02 
by Wagner, Mills, Bolland, et al
ISBN: 978-1-904265-83-2 g £13.99 g Paperback

JUDGE DREDD: The Complete Case Files 03 
by Wagner, Ezquerra, Bolland, Gibson, et al
ISBN: 978-1-904265-87-1 g £13.99 g Paperback

JUDGE DREDD: The Complete Case Files 04 
by Wagner, Grant, Bolland, Dillon, Ewins, et al
ISBN: 978-1-904265-90-0 g £13.99s g Paperback

JUDGE DREDD: The Complete Case Files 05 
by Wagner, Grant, Bolland, Ezquerra, et al
ISBN: 978-1-905437-08-5 g £13.99 g Paperback

JUDGE DREDD: The Complete Case Files 06 
by Wagner, Grant, Ezquerra, Dillon, et al
ISBN: 978-1-905437-09-2 g £13.99 g Paperback

JUDGE DREDD: The Complete Case Files 07 
by Wagner, Grant, Ezquerra, Dillon, Smith, Kennedy, et al
ISBN: 978-1-905437-20-7 g £13.99 g Paperback

JUDGE DREDD: The Complete Case Files 08 
by Wagner, Grant, Dillon, Smith, Kennedy, Gibson, et al
ISBN: 978-1-905437-27-6 g £13.99 g Paperback

JUDGE DREDD: The Complete Case Files 09 
by Wagner, Grant, Dillon, Smith, Kennedy, Gibson, et al
ISBN: 978-1-905437-47-4 g £13.99 g Paperback

JUDGE DREDD: The Complete Case Files 10 
by Wagner, Grant, Dillon, Gibson, McCarthy, Robinson, et al
ISBN: 978-1-905437-68-9 g £13.99 g Paperback

JUDGE DREDD: THE COMPLETE CASE FILES SERIES

OUT NOW!
SINISTER DEXTER

EUROCRASH
DAN ABNETT g SIMON DAVIS

ISBN: 978-1-905437-93-1
Paperback g £13.99

The first Sinister Dexter mega epic begins and you can be 
sure that when the last bullet is spent, they’ll be hosing 
the blood from the streets. The city of Downlode is being 
torn apart by the escalating conflict between the major 
criminal powers. At the centre of it all is Demi Octavo, 
Downlode’s Queenpin of Crime. She’s trying to hold the 
city together but it all keeps slipping from her grasp. Sin-
ister and Dexter, the two fun-loving hit men will be forever 
changed by the events that unfold in this thrilling saga!

TO ORDER: PHONE THARG’S FUTURE SHOP HOTLINE  

01621 877 250 
OR VISIT THE ONLINE STORE

WWW.2000ADSHOP.COM 
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EXPERIENCE DREDD LIKE YOU HAVE 
NEVER EXPERIENCED HIM BEFORE IN THIS 
IRREVERENT COLLECTION OF HILARIOUS 
STRIPS. These blood drenched tales of 
madness and debauchery in the Big Meg pack 
a satirical punch and feature such unusual 
perps as Mort Rifkind, the lethal mutant 
kissograms and killer monkeys controlled by 

morally indignant grandmothers!

Written, amongst others, by John Wagner (A 
History of Violence) and Alan Grant (Strontium 
Dog) and featuring the striking full-colour art 
of Simon Bisley (Sláine) and John Hicklenton 
(Nemesis The Warlock), this collection of 

hardcore mayhem packs a mighty punch!

£12.99 UK

HEAVY METAL HERO!

HEAVY M
ETAL DREDD

JUDGE DREDD
JOHN W

AGNER g
 ALAN GRANT g

 SIM
ON BISLEY g

 JOHN HICKLENTON

J OHN WAGNER g  ALAN GRANT  g  S IMON BISLEY  g  JOHN HICKLENTON

HEAVY METAL DREDD
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