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The following is John Wagner’s original script for part 1 of The Chief Judge’s Man

JUDGE DREDD: THE CHIEF JUDGE’S MAN

PART 1

PAGE 1

1. Close shot of a TV screen.  A TALK SHOW is on, featuring an emcee and MRS NO, the respectable leader of the NO Party. This pic 
shows only Mrs No, close up, with across bottom of the screen:  TALKING TO PETULA NO (Reform Party).

MRS NO (jag): DESPITE THE PROMISES OF SUCCESSIVE  CHIEF JUDGES, WE ARE NO NEARER TRUE DEMOCRATIC REFORM THAN WE
WERE THIRTY YEARS AGO.  THAT IS WHY I MAKE THE ABOLITION OF ON-THE-STREET JUSTICE MY CORE POLICY ISSUE. 

OFF (jag): THE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN GIVEN THAT OPTION ON MANY OCCASIONS, MRS  NO - EACH TIME THEY HAVE VOTED TO RETAIN
THE JUDGE SYSTEM.
 
2. Wide. A large fairly spartan apartment. The TV screen is on the wall in bg, big enough so we can see the characters clearly, both 
MRS NO and EMCEE. Our Villain, ARMON GILL, is on his knees, prising open a secret compartment in the floor, a rug pulled back to 
expose it. Armon is about 30, very muscular, twisted.    

MRS NO (jag): SO WE’RE TOLD.  ASK YOURSELF, WHO CONTROLS THE ELECTORAL PROCESS?   

EMCEE(jag): YOU’RE SAYING THE JUDGES RIG THE ELECTIONS?  THAT’S A VERY SERIOUS ALLEGATION. 

3. Close on the compartment in the floor, Armon reaching in. Inside are a couple of handguns, HIS OUTFIT, a laser rifle, knives, 
grenades, a fold-up JETSCOOTER (a Mega-city version of the fold-up scooters they use these days) - and a helmet/mask (make it 
mean-looking). 

JAG (off): IT CERTAINLY IS.  AND I’LL MAKE ANOTHER ONE -- THAT UNDER OUR NEW CHIEF JUDGE HERSHEY ANYONE WHO DARES TO
STAND OUT AGAINST THE JUDGES, AS I AM DOING, IS LIABLE TO BE MURDERED.

4. In fg Armon holds the laser rifle, ramming a powercell into its LOAD chamber. kachunk

EMCEE(jag): I CAN HEAR GASPS OF DISBELIEF FROM OUR AUDIENCE SIMULATOR. YOU HAVE PROOF?

5. Wider. On screen in bg headshot of Mrs No. In fg Armon is dressing (show us some muscles). His OUTFIT is HITMAN rather than 
superhero, with holsters etc, lots of places for weapons. He’ll wear (we’ll see later) a long coat that looks like a grubby overcoat. He’s 
standing by a 4 foot high plinth in the middle of the floor, slotting the laser rifle into a calf-length holster: ka-chink!

MRS NO(jag): EXAMINE THE FACTS.  MILLAN JEBBS, STABBED TO DEATH IN ANDROID PARK…PASHMINA DOBL, POISONED…CHIC
McDONNA, THE ELDSTER LEADER - BOMB UNDER HIS ZIMMERSKIMMER.   

LINK: WITHIN THE PAST TWELVE MONTHS EIGHT ANTI-JUSTICE DEPT ACTIVISTS HAVE LOST THEIR LIVES IN VIOLENT ATTACKS. IN NOT
ONE CASE HAS AN ARREST BEEN MADE. IN FOUR CASES JUDGES HAVE ATTEMPTED TO PIN THE BLAME ON A MYSTERY ASSASSIN -
THIS SO-CALLED JUSTICE KILLER.

6. The plinth is a holo-receiver. On it a HEAD forms in a glowing, shimmering electron field.   

LINK(jag): A LIKELY STORY.

PAGE 2

1. The disembodied, hologram head resolves itself into that of CHIEF JUDGE HERSHEY. The head in nearground, looking towards 
Armon.

HERSHEY: YOU’RE WATCHING THE SHOW?  
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ARMON: YES, CHIEF JUDGE.

Do Hershey’s balloons without tails

2. Just Hershey, fairly big on her glowing hologram head.

HERSHEY: THE WOMAN COMPLAINS TOO MUCH. IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR ALL IF SOMEONE SHUT HER UP.   

HERSHEY 2: THE PROGRAMME IS LIVE. SHE’LL BE AT THE STUDIO FOR ANOTHER HOUR.  

OFF: I UNDERSTAND. 

3. Armon pats his gun, stands to attention, something of the nazi zealot about him

ARMON: I THOUGHT YOU MIGHT CALL. I’M READY.

4. Armon in the block hoverport, the city stretched out before him, coat blowing in the wind, pulling on helmet as he stares grimly 
out over the city. It’s night, lights atwinkle. Big.

5-7. Take as many pics as you like - but keep them small - to show the unfolding of his jetscooter. By the final pic we should see the 
scooter revealed, the shape being like an easy-rider bike, where the rider sits well back with the legs stretched out horizontally.   

FX: kchink   snik   thukka    etc, as reqd

PAGE 3

1. BIG. On his jetscooter, cape billowing out behind him, helmet on, laser rifle visible in holster on his outstretched leg, Armon 
streaks across the glowing neon city.   

CAPTION: THE FIRST TIME SHE CALLED HE HALF-BELIEVED IT WAS A JOKE.

2. His grim, helmeted visage bleeds into a pic of Hershey’s head taking shape on his Holo-com.

CAPTION: HE WAS FRESH OUT OF THE SPACE CORPS, DISHONOURABLY DISCHARGED AFTER THAT INCIDENT WITH THE CIVILIAN.

CAPTION: THE LAST FACE HE EXPECTED TO SEE ON THE HOLO-COM WAS HERS.

ARMON: CH-CHIEF JUDGE - ?

3.  Side on, the two of them. He’d be at attention.

HERSHEY: I’VE BEEN LOOKING THROUGH YOUR RECORD, ARMON.  SPECIALIST IN COVERT OPERATIONS, FOUR FIELD CITATIONS
EXPERT IN COMBAT, ARMED AND UNARMED.  BUSTED THREE TIMES FOR HOSPITALISING FELLOW OFFICERS…

ARMON: MY CITY RIGHT OR WRONG, MA’AM.   ANYBODY TALKS OUT OF TURN, I DON’T SIT AROUND AN’ LISTEN.

HERSHEY: YOU’VE NOW APPLIED TO THIS DEPARTMENT FOR A POSITION AS AN AUXILIARY.   

ARMON: FAT CHANCE, AFTER MY DISHONOURABLE.

4.  Just the Hershey head.

CAPTION: NOBODY KNEW HE’D APPLIED TO JUSTICE DEPT. SHE HAD TO BE FOR REAL.

HERSHEY: THERE ARE THOSE WHO OPPOSE US, ARMON - DANGEROUS ELEMENTS WHO WOULD DESTROY EVERYTHING WE HAVE
ACHIEVED.   

LINK: AS CHIEF JUDGE IT IS OCCASIONALLY MY DUTY TO TAKE ACTION TO…SILENCE THESE ELEMENTS. NATURALLY, I CANNOT RISK
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JUSTICE DEPARTMENT’S HAND BEING DETECTED IN THESE ACTS.

LINK: IN SUCH CASES, ARMON, I MAY HAVE USE FOR A MAN LIKE YOU. 

PAGE 4

1. He’s opened a deep LEFT LUGGAGE LOCKER at a zoom stop. There’s a trunk inside.

CAPTION: SHE’D GIVEN HIM THE CODE OF A LUGSAFE AT KEELER ZOOM...

2. He’s back home, the trunk on the floor, opening it. It’s about two by two by four.

CAPTION: SHE’D KNOWN ALL ABOUT HIM, EVERY DETAIL. SHE WAS FOR REAL.

3. He’s opened the trunk to reveal all the stuff we saw earlier under the floor, plus bombs, grenades, grappling line, divers other 
devices. Money - or pay cards - too.  He is wickedly delighted.

LINK(to 4): YOU TAKE ORDERS FROM ME AND ME ALONE. YOU WILL NEVER - REPEAT, NEVER - DIVULGE MY PART IN YOUR ACTIVITIES.
IF YOU ARE CAUGHT, I WILL OF COURSE DENY ALL KNOWLEDGE OF YOU.

4. She’s on his Holo-com again. He’s holding some of the equipment, a happy laddie, and reaching into the pocket of his equipment 
belt.

HERSHEY: NATURALLY, I WOULD PREFER IT IF YOU WERE NOT TAKEN ALIVE. TO THAT END YOU WILL FIND POISON CAPLETS IN YOUR
EQUIPMENT BELT.

5. Close on the little poison capsules in his hand, and his expression - a grim smile.

HERSHEY(OFF): THEY WILL WORK AS WELL ON YOU AS YOUR VICTIMS. CARRY ONE WITH YOU AT ALL TIMES.

6. Armon stands to attention, like a Nazi zealot. This pic bleeds into a shot of him landing on the terrace of the (Dwight D.) 
Eisentower (see next page).

ARMON: TO THE DEATH!

LINK: REST ASSURED, NO ONE BUT YOU AND I WILL EVER KNOW I AM…THE CHIEF JUDGE’S MAN!

PAGE 5

1. Armon has landed on a dark terrace of the Eisentower (a big building), which gives him a view of the distant TONITE LIVE Studio 
(see next pic).  He stands, takes aim through the telescopic sight of his rifle. This bleeds into --

2. BIG. flashbacks to his previous hits. The three already mentioned - a shadowy stabbing, a poisoned woman writhing in her death 
throes, a pensioner blowing up with his hovering zimmer frame - plus any others you like to add.   Something ‘accidental’ among 
them - someone falling under a car or zoom; some guy dressed in women’s undies who appears to have killed himself by self-
strangulation (auto-erotic asphyxiation); burning wings on a plunging batglider; someone drowned in a giant pickle jar - that sort of 
thing.
 
CAPTION: TONIGHT WOULD BE HIS TWELFTH KILL, THOUGH THEY HAD HIM DOWN FOR HALF THAT NUMBER AT MOST.   

CAPTION: THE CHIEF JUDGE’S REQUIREMENTS WERE NOT ALWAYS OBVIOUS, AND HIS APPROACH TO HIS WORK SO IMAGINATIVE THAT
SEVERAL HAD PASSED OFF AS ACCIDENTS.

3. Outside the studio, Dredd (in close fg) is on crowd control, facing the crowd close to Mrs No’s robot-chauffeur car, parked at the 
kerb. In bg we can see the studio entrance, with a couple of judges waiting on the door.

CHANT(FX): NO NO NO! NO NO NO! NO NO NO!
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4. Widen. Several other judges working under Dredd, keeping the crowd in line. In bg the two judges on the door fall in behind MRS 
NO as she comes out of the building. About twenty in the crowd, bearing placards like SUPPORT JUSTICE DEPT and SAY NO TO NO 
- YES TO JUDICIAL EXCESS and just plain NO, NO! Angle this pic so we can see the distant Eisentower.

CAPTION: THEY’RE NOT EXPECTING TROUBLE.   

CAPTION: THERE’S A SMALL CROWD OUTSIDE THE STUDIO, STOOGES PUT UP BY GRAND HALL’S PUBLIC DECEPTION UNIT…

CHANT(FX): NO NO NO! NO NO NO!

CROWD: HERE SHE COMES!  

5. A view through Armon’s telescopic sight zeroed in on Mrs No’s head as she heads for her car, just about to reach Dredd here.

PAGE 6

1. As she passes Dredd a laser bolt streaks in and blows a big hole in her head, blood and gore splotting over Dredd.

DREDD: DROKK!

2. Dredd on his bike, riding in direction the shot was fired from, calling to control.   

DREDD: CONTROL! CITIZEN PETULA NO HAS BEEN SHOT DEAD - SINGLE LASER BLAST FROM DIRECTION OF DWIGHT D. EISENTOWER!   

3. A PSU controller sits in front of his console/screen, which shows two or three views of Armon streaking down into the depths of the 
city, one of the views being a close-up, gridlines superimposed on it.   

CAPTION: PUBLIC SURVEILLANCE UNIT CAMS PICK UP A SUSPECT JETSCOOTER LEAVING THE EISENTOWER -

CONTROLLER: RIDER MATCHES DESCRIPTION OF PERP KNOWN AS THE JUSTICE KILLER, WANTED IN CONNECTION WITH NUMEROUS
ASSASSINATIONS OF ANTI-JUDICIAL ELEMENTS.

4. A big screen (like 50 metres square) lights up as Armon curves down and past it.  On the screen is a judge’s face, pointing finger.

SCREEN (JAG): CITIZEN ON THE JETSCOOTER! YOU ARE ORDERED TO SET DOWN!

LINK: REPEAT, SET DOWN AND AWAIT ARRIVAL OF ARRESTING OFFICER! 

5. A JUDGE on a watching bay fires at Armon, who continues to dive, doing a U-turn away from the bullets.

FX: BDAM. BDAM  

6. He comes swooping down, levelling out, heading straight for Dredd, who is crossing at right angles on (what we will see later 
is) an overpass, stops, aims, opens fire. On the far side of the overpass is a big advertising hoarding - Otto Sump smiling and 
holding a bottle and a foaming glass of putrid beer, while beside him a couple of drinkers are looking green and suffering terrible 
hangovers.  The slogan reads: SUMP’S OLD PUTRID - MOVE UP TO HANGOVER COUNTRY!   

Armon’s jetscooter is only just visible above and beyond this as it swoops down, AND NEXT EPISODE IT WILL COME BURSTING 
THROUGH.

JAG: WATCHING BAY!  HE’S TURNING! COMING BACK YOUR WAY, DREDD!

DREDD: GOT TO NAIL THIS CREEP - !

FX: BDAM  BDAM  BDAM

NEXT: POINT BLANK!
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extensively beyond the Thargian universe, originating and editing a number of British periodicals as well as writing 

many American standards, including Batman, The Punisher, Lobo and Star Wars bounty hunter Boba Fett. His Paradox 
Press graphic novel A History of Violence has recently been made into a film by David Cronenberg.

WILL SIMPSON
Will Simpson is the co-creator of Universal Soldier, and co-penciller of the classic Judge Dredd story ‘The Dead Man’ 
and painter of the hugely popular Rogue Trooper story ‘The War Machine’. He has also illustrated Future Shocks, Judge 

Anderson, Tales of Mega-City One, Tyranny Rex, Venus Bluegenes and Witchworld.
Simpson’s work beyond 2000 AD includes Aliens, Animal Man, Batman, Hellblazer, and his co-created Vamps 

series at DC/Vertigo. He is currently working on film and animation artwork and storyboards via his own company, Rogue 
Rocket

COLIN MACNEIL
Colin MacNeil’s masterly painted art has graced many 2000 AD strips, including his co-created Mechanismo, Ulysses 

Sweet and Vanguard, as well as the classic, adult-oriented America.
He has also illustrated Calhab Justice, Chopper, The Corps, Devlin Waugh, Heavy Metal Dredd, Judge Dredd, Maelstrom, 

Mega-City Mania, Missionary Man, Satanus, Shimura, Strontium Dog, Tales of the Doghouse, Tales of Mega-City One 
and Tharg’s Future Shocks

JOHN BURNS
John Burns’ glorious painted art has graced several 2000 AD series, notably in lengthy runs on Judge Dredd and Nikolai 
Dante, as well in as his own co-creation, The Bendatti Vendetta. He has also contributed to Black Light, Doctor Sin, The 
Scarlet Apocrypha, Vector 13 and Witchworld. Outside the Galaxy’s Greatest Comic, he has pencilled Eclipse’s ESPers and 

the James Bond miniseries, A Silent Armageddon.
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THERE IS A NEW WAVE OF DISSENT IN MEGA-
CITY ONE. Politicians are calling for an end 
to summary justice only to be silenced by a 
new and deadly force. However, this is no 
renegade: this is The Justice Killer, a deadly 
puppet whose strings lead back to the very 

heart of the Grand Hall of Justice itself!

Penned by Judge Dredd co-creator John 
Wagner (A History of Violence) with art from 
Will Simpson (Hellblazer), John Burns (Nikolai 
Dante) and Colin MacNeil (Devlin Waugh), 
this tale of violent conspiracy is Judge Dredd 

at its thrilling best!

THE RED RIGHT HAND OF JUSTICE!

9 781904 265818

ISBN 1-904265-81-2

£10.99 UK
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