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By rights, Missionary Man shouldn’t have worked.

The strip was an old fashioned Western, yet it was 
appearing in the Judge Dredd Megazine - a science fiction 
anthology where all the stories were set 122 years in the 
future. The writer was Gordon Rennie, who’d had only a few 
strips published when Missionary Man was commissioned 
in 1992. The artist was Glasgow illustrator Frank Quitely 
[a.k.a. Vincent Deighan], who’d been writing and drawing 
comedy strips for Electric Soup.

But there was something about this combination that 
clicked. Like lightning in a bottle, Missionary Man was 
unique, exciting and dangerous.

Why unique? This strip was unlike anything else in the Meg, 
owing more to the hard-bitten ethos of John Ford films than 
it did to the world of Dredd. Sure, there were mutants and 
monsters, even a spaceship, but they were concessions to where 
Missionary Man found itself. Unlikely redemption, unforgiving 
vengeance and unholy deliverance were the hardcore of Gordon 
Rennie’s Bible-quote spewing mixture of piss and anger.

Why exciting? Just look inside these pages and see the 
stunning visual stylings of Frank Quitely. In an era when 
aspiring British comics artists all felt obliged to paint 
their pages in various shades of mud, he choose to tell 
stories with outstanding drawing skills. His eye for page 
layouts was a breath of fresh air after too many stale 
Bisley clones. 

Why dangerous? Missionary Man was a gamble. 
Two emerging talents, a strip that defied reader 
expectations, and a choice of genre that spat in the 
face of the usual world of Dredd spin-offs. All these 
things could have backfired spectacularly – but they 
didn’t, thank Grud. Missionary Man was a rootin’, 
tootin’ and six-shootin’ hit. It changed the mighty 
Megazine for good.

Here endeth the lesson.

David Bishop
15th  June 2011

INTRODUCTION
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Script: Gordon Rennie
Art: Frank Quitely

Letters: Annie Parkhouse

Originally published in Judge Dredd Megazine 2.29
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Script: Gordon Rennie
Art: Frank Quitely

Letters: Annie Parkhouse

Originally published in Judge Dredd Megazine 2.30

A TOWN CALLED INTOLERANCE  
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Script: Gordon Rennie
Art: Garry Marshall

Letters: Annie Parkhouse

Originally published in Judge Dredd Megazine 2.43
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Script: Gordon Rennie
Art: Frank Quitely

Letters: Annie Parkhouse

Originally published in Judge Dredd Megazine 2.50-2.55
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Script: Gordon Rennie
Art: Garry Marshall
Letters: Steve Potter

Originally published in Judge Dredd Megazines 2.56-257
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Script: Gordon Rennie
Art: Sean Longcroft

Letters: Steve Potter

Originally published in Judge Dredd Megazines 2.58-2.59

SANCTUARY  
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Script: Gordon Rennie
Art: Simon Davis
Letters: Ellie De Ville

Originally published in Judge Dredd Mega-Special 1994

THE UNDERTAKER COMETH
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Judge Dredd Megazine Issue 2.29: Cover by Frank Quitely
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GORDON RENNIE
Gordon Rennie is one of 2000 AD and the Megazine’s most prolific creators, with co-creative credits for Caballistics, Inc., 
Glimmer Rats, Missionary Man, Necronauts, Storming Heaven, Rain Dogs and Witchworld. He has also written Daily Star 
Dredd strips, Judge Dredd, Harke and Burr, Mean Machine, Past Imperfect, Pulp Sci-Fi, Rogue Trooper, Satanus, Terror 

Tales, Tharg the Mighty and Vector 13 and most recently Absalom. 
Outside the Galaxy’s Greatest Comic, Rennie has written for anthologies Heavy Metal and Warhammer Monthly, as well 

as Species, Starship Troopers and White Trash.

FRANK QUITELY
Superstar artist Frank Quitely first wowed 2000 AD fans with his work on Shimura and Missionary Man. He broke into 
the US comics’ scene, working with 2000 AD writer Grant Morrison on Flex Mentallo and JLA: Earth 2. The pair would 
continue to collaborate on such titles as New X-Men, We3 and All-Star Superman, the latter two titles winning various 

Eisner Awards between 2005-2007.

SIMON DAVIS
Simon Davis’ unique, angular painted style has been a fixture of Sinister Dexter for some years now, since his 2000 AD debut 
on the series. He has also found the time to create B.L.A.I.R. 1, Black Siddha and more recently Ampney Crucis Investigates, 
as well as contributing to Downlode Tales, Judge Dredd, Missionary Man, Outlaw, Plagues of Necropolis, Tales of Telguuth, 

Tharg the Mighty and Vector 13. His non-2000 AD comic strip work includes DC’s JLA: Riddle of the Beast.
Simon is also a successful portrait artist and was short-listed for the ‘National Portrait Gallery BP Portrait Award’ in 2008.

GARRY MARSHALL
Garry Marshall has worked on two strips – Missionary Man and Vector 13 – for 2000 AD, collaborating both times 

with writer Gordon Rennie.

SEAN LONGCROFT
Sean Longcroft’s work for the ‘Galaxy’s Greatest Comic’ includes Judge Dredd strips for Judge Dredd Lawman of the 

Future and the Judge Dredd Mega Special 1995, as well as a Missionary Man strip in the Judge Dredd Megazine.
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THE BENDATTI VENDETTA

978-1-907519-86-4

AUTHOR: Robbie Morrison
ARTIST: John Burns
PRICE: £11.99
EXTENT: 96pp
FORMAT: Paperback

SYNOPSIS
For years, rumours have circulated amongst the law enforcement 
agencies and intelligence services of Europe about a mysterious order 
known only as the Bendatti. Where legitimate authority has no power, 
the Bendatti strike; not for justice but for retribution and vengeance!...

GREYSUIT: 
PROJECT MONARCH

978-1-907519-82-6

AUTHOR: Pat Mills,
ARTIST: John HIggins
PRICE: £13.99
EXTENT: 128pp
FORMAT: Paperback

SYNOPSIS
The equivalent of the USA’s Men in Black, the covert operatives known as 
Greysuits enforce the British government’s interests in the world’ most 
dangerous places.
Specially conditioned to have heightened strength and senses, Greysuits 
are the most deadly secret agents alive. John Blake is amongst the best of 
these ‘Delta Class’ assassins, but now his programming is breaking down 
and his masters want him dead!

PHONE THARG’S FUTURE SHOP HOTLINE:  

01621-877-250 
OR VISIT THE ZARJAZ ONLINE STORE:

SHOP.2000ADONLINE.COM To Order

ALSO AVAILABLE 
FROM 2000 AD !
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THE CURSED EARTH IS A RADIATION-
WASTED LANDSCAPE SPANNING MOST OF 
WHAT WAS ONCE KNOWN AS AMERICA. Only 
the toughest of the tough, the meanest of 

the mean, can survive there.
Now, one man has come to bring law to 
this unlawful place. Rumour has it that 
Preacher Cain was once a Judge who had 
succumbed to religion and madness in 
equal measure. Now he roams the godless 
territories – the physical embodiment of 
the angel of death himself – spreading the 

word of God and punishing the wicked. 
It’s a full-time job!

Scripted by Gordon Rennie (Judge Dredd, 
Caballistics Inc.) and featuring the gorgeous 
artwork of Frank Quitely (WE3, All-Star 
Superman), Missionary Man: Bad Moon 
Rising effortlessly blends the sci-fi and 
western genres to create a unique, epic story.

BRINGING FAITH THROUGH FIREPOWER!
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