




Sniper eliteSniper elite - the vulture  - the vulture 

1942, Russia. Lieutenant Roza Petrovna 
protects a group of children from the 
advancing German Army in amongst the 
ruins of Stalingrad.
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El mestizo El mestizo 
Born a slave, Mestizo escaped to Mexico where he became 
a lethal gun-fighter. Now back in America during the height 
of the civil war, he works for one person only…himself!
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The YOUNG  The YOUNG  
cockney commandos cockney commandos 
In July 1940, the Luftwaffe started taking 
diabolical liberties over the skies of London 
Town. Well, Honch and the gang from Wash Away 
Lane ain’t gonna stand for it! Watch out Nasties 
– you’re about to get a proper kick up the khyber!
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GustavGustav of  the   of  the  bearmacht bearmacht 
1944, The Eastern Front. Sergeant Holstein 
and his battle-hardened unit of men (and one 
beast) face off against a brutal SS Major.
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Bravo, black lion! Bravo, black lion! 
1968, Vietnam. If Virgil Hunter thought that the war couldn’t 
get any worse, he was wrong. As part of the 28th infantry (also 
known as the Black Lions), they face a perilous journey, escorting 
eight tankers full of av fuel up the treacherous Thunder Road…

Script:Script:
Alex De CampiAlex De Campi

Art:Art:
GlennGlenn
FabryFabry

Colours:Colours:
Karen HollowayKaren Holloway

Letters:  Letters:  
Hassan  Hassan  Otsmane Otsmane -Elhaou-Elhaou Letters:  Letters:  

Hassan  Hassan  Otsmane Otsmane -Elhaou-Elhaou

Letters:Letters:
Jim Jim 

CampbellCampbell

Colours:Colours:
TomTom

PatersonPaterson





Garth EnnisGarth Ennis

Keith BurnsKeith Burns

Jason WordieJason Wordie

Rob SteenRob Steen

SCRIPTSCRIPT

ARTART

COLOURSCOLOURS

LETTERSLETTERS















TiME WE
WERE O�.

TiME WE
WERE O�.





THE WAR’S THE WAR’S 
DIRTIEST DIRTIEST 
FIGHTERSFIGHTERS

LED BY THE LED BY THE 
WORLD’SWORLD’S
COOLEST COOLEST 
SOLDIERSOLDIER

TREASURYOFBRITISHCOMICS.COM

OUT NOW!
978-1-78108-855-5   £14.99



Script: Script: Peter BriggsPeter Briggs  Art:   Art: Eoin MarronEoin Marron    
Colours: Colours: Jason Wordie  Jason Wordie  Letters: Letters: Hassan Otsmane-ElhaouHassan Otsmane-Elhaou

Lofty
and the
Eagle

Lofty
and the
Eagle

















I’D LIKE TO WELCOME  
MR. JAMES CARTERJAMES CARTER, WHO HAS 

KINDLY AGREED TO SHARE WITH 
US HIS MEMORIES OF THE 

BATTLE OF BRITAINBATTLE OF BRITAIN.

1940...

I REMEMBER IT 
AS IF IT WAS ONLY 

YESTERDAY.

I WAS TWELVE  
YEARS OLD - ABOUT  

THE SAME AGE AS YOU  
ARE NOW...

I LIVED WITH  
MY PARENTS ON  
OUR SMALL FARM  

IN KENT.

HITLER’S NAZIS HAD CONQUEREDCONQUERED MOST 
OF EUROPE - AND NOW THEY WERE 
DETERMINED TO COMPLETE THEIR TASK 
BY DESTROYING BRITAIN.BRITAIN.
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FOR THE PAST COUPLE OF 
MONTHS, GERMAN BOMBERSBOMBERS 
HAD BEEN ARRIVING IN 
THEIR HUNDREDS.

THEIR TARGETS WERE 
PLACES LIKE LONDON AND 
BRISTOL, AND THEY WERE 
ACCOMPANIED BY FIGHTER 
PLANES FOR PROTECTION.



THE BRITISH AIRFORCE HAD SET 
UP A NUMBER OF ROUGH AND READY 
AIRBASESAIRBASES FOR OUR DEFENCE. THEIR 
SPITFIRESSPITFIRES HAD PILOTS FROM MANY 
COUNTRIES - POLAND, AUSTRALIA, 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA, AND OTHERS.

THEY HAD TO BE 
READY TO FLY 24 
HOURS A DAY--

AND I SWEAR, EVERY TIME 
THEY WENT UP, FEWER OF 
THEM CAME BACK.

THEY CLIMBED HIGH, 
UNTIL THEY WERE 
ABOVE THE BOMBERS--

WHEN THEY ATTACKED, THEY HAD THE 
SUN AT THEIR BACKS, SO THE GERMAN 
PILOTS WERE BLINDED--

OUR BOYS WERE VASTLY 
OUTNUMBERED, BUT THEY 
NEVER GAVE UP-- DID YOU EVER  

SEE A DOGFIGHTDOGFIGHT,  
SIR?

IT WAS A  
RARE DAY THAT  
I DIDN’TDIDN’T SEE  

ONE, LAD.



WHO HAD THE BETTER 
PLANES, SIR? US OR 
THEM?

FOR MY MONEY, IT 
WAS THE SPITFIRE.

BUT SOMETIMES 
IT WAS ONE OF 
THEIRS THAT 
CAME DOWN, 
OTHER TIMES 
ONE OF OURS.

THEY WERE BRAVE MEN, THE PILOTS OF 
THOSE PLANES. THE SLIGHTEST MISTAKE 
COULD COST THEM THEIR LIVES!



WHY DID YOU RUN  
TOWARDS THE DOWNED 

PLANE, SIR?
YOU KNOW, LAD, 

THAT’S A QUESTION 
I’VE NEVER BEEN  
ABLE TO ANSWER.

MY DAD HAD TOLD ME  
MANY STORIES ABOUT WHAT  

MONSTERSMONSTERS THE GERMANS COULD  
BE, SO IT’S ALWAYS BEEN A 

MYSTERY TO ME WHY  
I DID IT.



tell... 
TELL... TELL MY  

WIFE AND MY 
CHILDREN--

I LOVE  
THEM.

IS THAT THE 
FIRST TIME YOU 

SAW A DEAD 
BODY, SIR? YES. YES, 

IT WAS.

AND WHAT 
WAS IT LIKE, 

SIR?



IT WAS 
SAD.

EVEN SADDER TO  
THINK HERE WAS A MAN 

WHO’D FLOWN 500 MILES TO 
BOMB WOMEN AND CHILDREN, 
BUT WHEN HE DIED HE WAS 

THINKING OF HIS OWN FAMILY.

ANYHOW, THE GERMANS  
DECIDED THEY HAD LOST TOO 

MANY AIRCRAFT, SO THEY TURNED  
THEIR ATTENTION TO OTHER  

WAYS OF DESTROYING  
OUR COUNTRY.

THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 
HAD BEEN WON!

THE ENDTHE END



Of all the air battles of World War II, 
some of the deadliest were fought in 
the 1940 Battle of Britain.

In honour of the RAF, who shot the 
invading Germans out of the skies, 
the sword on the right was struck by 
Wilkinson Swords Ltd.

It commemorated Britain’s loss of 
510 pilots and air gunners and 1,173 
aircraft. German losses amounted to 
1,733 aircraft and 3,368 airmen.

Three pilots rush out to their Hawker Hurricane 
fighters. A battle is about to begin.

This is the scene shown on the sword 
presented to the RAF.

At the heels of the last pilot runs a pet dog.

The sword has a double-edged blade. The 
top of the sword’s handle shows a laurel 
wreath with the symbol of the RAF in the 
centre. It honoured the unbeatable guardians 
of the skies.

Britain’s skies were dark with battling planes in 1940 when Britain’s skies were dark with battling planes in 1940 when 
the RAF were winning honours against the deadly invaders.the RAF were winning honours against the deadly invaders.



BUT IN THE CENTRE, IT IS DARK , 
AND IT IS HARD TO KNOW EXACTLY 

HOW YOU CAME TO BE LOST.

LIKE A FOREST. LIKE THE 
DEEP FOREST OF KOMDE.

MANY PATHS LEAD TO THE 
CENTRE, AND MANY PATHS 
LEAD BACK TO THE EDGES.

AND IT IS HARDER 
STILL TO FIND 

A WAY BACK TO 
THE SUNLIGHT.

THIS IS THE 
FIRST THING.

CENTRAL 
AFRICAN 

REPUBLIC, 
KOMDE 

REGION.

LAST YEAR.

HERE IS WHAT 
THEY WILL TELL 
YOU: THERE ARE 
MANY WAYS IN , 
AND THERE ARE 

MANY WAYS OUT.

WELL,
WILLIS... HOW

OLD ARE
YOU?

YOU
 NEW?

YOU DONE
THE FOREST
 BEFORE?

NO.

TWENTY
ONE.

YEAH.

JUST A
KID THEN.

 NOT
 ACTUALLY.

     ‘ ‘  NOT
ACTUALLY ’ ’ ?
HNH. OKAY.

\’M NOT
A KID.

THERE
ARE KIDS

HERE, THOUGH,
RIGHT?

 ALL
RIGHT, WE
MOVE IN
 FIVE.

TWO HOURS
UP THE ROAD, THEN
PATROL SWEEP ON
FOOT, EDGE OF THE

FOREST.
BOG

STANDARD
RECON,

OBSERVE
REGS.

HERE IS WHAT THEY DON’T TELL YOU: ONCE YOU ARE IN, 
IT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO SEE ANY OF THE WAYS OUT.

Script:Dan Abnett | Art: Jimmy Broxton | Letters: Annie Parkhouse



BUT WHY LOOK FOR 
IT? WHY LOOK FOR 
THAT PATH, IF ALL 
IT LEADS YOU TO IS 
EMPTY SUNLIGHT?

WHEN YOU KNOW YOU 
ARE LOST , AT LEAST YOU 
KNOW WHERE YOU ARE.

EVERYTHING THAT 
MATTERS, EVERYTHING 

YOU EVER NEEDED 
AND WANTED, IS NOT 
THERE ANYMORE. IT’S 
NO MORE OUT THERE 
THAN IT IS IN HERE , 

WHERE YOU ARE.

SO DON’T BOTHER 
LOOKING FOR THE 

PATH. IT’S A WASTE 
OF TIME. JUST STAY 

WHERE YOU ARE.

WAR IS A 
THING. IT SLIPS 
THROUGH THE 
FOREST LIKE 
AN ANIMAL, IT 
GOES WHERE 
IT WANTS. IT 

HUNTS.

ITS PREY IS ALL 
THINGS. HOMES. 

TOWNS. SCHOOLS.

FAMILIES.

FIELDS WHERE 
THERE ARE 

CROPS. WELLS.

THIS IS THE 
SECOND THING.

YOU ARE AT THE CENTRE OF THE 
FOREST, THE VERY DARKEST PART, 

AND YOU KNOW YOU ARE LOST.

WHAT IF THE SUNLIGHT 
IS EMPTY TO YOU?

AND YOU 
KNOW THERE 
IS A PATH, 

SOMEWHERE, 
THAT WILL 
LEAD YOU 
BACK OUT.

 LIKE,
 WARLORDS?

THEY’RE JUST
SCUM , BUT THAT’S NOT
A TERM WE’RE ALLOWED 
TO USE IN THE REGS.

BUT
THERE ARE

KIDS, RIGHT?
  \ READ --

 YES,
THERE ARE.

SOME VERY YOUNG.
MOSTLY TEENS. THEY
HAVE NO IDEA WHAT
  THEY’RE DOING --

BUT
WE DO.
RIGHT?

WHO
SAYS
SO?

YEAH.
ALL OF
 IT--

THE
REGS. THERE’S
A LOT ABOUT

IT IN THE REGS. \
MEAN, WHAT TO

DO IF...
THERE’S A
LOT ABOUT

IT.

 \’LL TELL 
YOU WHAT 
THERE IS, 
  WILLIS.

THERE’S ENEMY 
COMBATANTS.

UNIFIED FREEDOM
ARMY. THAT SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN IN THE 

BRIEFING
PACKETS TOO.

    YOU
READ THAT

 PART?

WHAT IF THERE IS NOTHING IN
IT THAT YOU NEED OR WANT? 
NOTHING IN IT THAT MATTERS , 
BECAUSE EVERYTHING THAT

MATTERS HAS BEEN TAKEN AWAY?

 WELL, GOOD.
 TODAY IS RECON. 

WE’RE NOT LOOKING 
FOR ANY KIND OF 

HOT CONTACT
AT ALL.

THE
MISSION’S

WORKING TO
KEEP THE PEACE, 
NOT SCREW WITH  

IT, OKAY?

THERE IS NOTHING 
WAITING FOR YOU IN 

THE OPEN, WHERE THE 
SUN SHINES, BECAUSE 

IT IS ALL GONE.

THE UNITED
FREEDOM ARMY IS A 

HOSTILE GROUP. THEY’RE 
MOVING INTO THE KOMDE 

FOREST ZONE, SO WE
WANT TO KEEP AN EYE

 ON THAT.

THE UFA
OPERATES UNDER
 ITS OWN LOCAL
  LEADERSHIP --

YEAH, WE DON’T
CALL THEM THAT, BECAUSE

IT MAKES THEM SOUND
LIKE SOMETHING. LIKE THEY 

MATTER , AND HAVE SOME
SIGNIFICANCE.

THEY
 DON’T.

NOW YOU ASK ME WHY THERE 
IS NOTHING IN THE SUNLIGHT. 

HERE IS THE ANSWER--



HARDER 
TO DO.

SOME
WATER,

NOT MUCH.
NO FOOD.

IN THAT SITUATION, THE VERY SIMPLE 
THINGS BECOME THE MOST IMPORTANT.

AND IF YOU JOIN, THOSE 
SIMPLE THINGS ARE 

THERE FOR YOU. FOOD. 
WATER. A ROOF. OTHER 
PEOPLE. PERHAPS SOME 
CONTROL, PERHAPS SOME 
STATUS. SOME DIGNITY.

ANY OF THOSE 
THINGS. ALL OF 
THOSE THINGS.

CHILDREN KNOW 
THEIR OWN 
PROBLEMS.

THEIR
SUNLIGHT 
IS EMPTY.

THAT’S A HARD 
THING TO THINK. 

HARD TO IMAGINE.

THEY CHOOSE. 
NOT BECAUSE 

THEY ARE
CHILDREN , OR
BECAUSE THEY 
ARE STUPID.

MOST JOIN BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO 
FOOD. NO HOME. NO SCHOOL. NO FAMILY.

LIVESTOCK. ROADS. 
HOSPITALS.

IT WILL 
OUTRUN 

YOU.

IT’S TRUE.

YOU. HOW TALL ARE YOU? \ ASK 
BECAUSE IT MATTERS.

THIS IS THE 
THIRD THING.

ESPECIALLY
YOU.

THOSE 
WHO STAY, 
CHOOSE 
TO STAY.

RIGHT.

YOU WANT
TO BE A BIT

SMART ABOUT
THIS,

WILLIS.

A BIT
 SAVVY.

SAME AS
A KID ON A

SINK ESTATE. 
GANGS. HE’S GOT 
A SHOOTER FROM 

GOD KNOWS
 WHERE...

IS HE
 A KID?

UFA. IF
THEY’VE GOT A 
GUN, THEY’RE

UFA.

REALLY? 
DIDN’T
 THEY?

YOU’VE GOT
A SEVENTEEN YEAR

OLD, BIG AS A
GROWN-UP , WITH AN
AK. HE’S POINTING

IT AT YOU.

IS HE
JUST A
  KID?

 BUT THEY’RE
KIDS. HOW SHOULD \
THINK ABOUT THEM,

 THEN?

MAYBE.

YES ,
THAT’S WHAT
WE DO. IF IT
HAPPENS.

IF WE
CAN.

WE’RE
SUPPOSED TO

HELP. IF WE FIND 
ANY, WE WORK
TO GET THEM

 OUT.

THE
REGS. THERE

ARE GUIDELINES. 
HOW TO PROVIDE 

SUPPORT.

THAT’S
WHAT WE DO ,

RIGHT?

 REGS ASIDE, 
TAKE A BIT OF 

ADVICE FROM ME, 
BECAUSE YOU’RE 

NEW AND \’VE 
BEEN HERE A 

WHILE.

DON’T
THINK ABOUT

THEM AS KIDS,
BECAUSE IT’LL MESS
YOU UP. IT’LL GET IN
YOUR HEAD , AND IT’LL

GET IN THE WAY
OF YOUR ABILITY

TO PERFORM
THE JOB.

 BUT THEY’VE BEEN
 FORCED. MAYBE NOT

KIDNAPPED, BUT FORCED,
   IN OTHER WAYS --

\ HEARD SOME
OF THE YOUNGEST ONES 
ARE INVOLVED BEFORE
THEY EVEN REALISE 
THEY’RE HELPING AN  
ARMED GROUP. THEY
 DIDN’T CHOOSE --

YOU WANT
TO BLAME

THE PARENTS? 
SCHOOL? 

WHATEVER.

THEY’RE NOT
KIDS. THEY KNOW

WHAT THEY’RE
DOING.

YOU THINK OF THAT. SAY YOU’VE 
WALKED FOR FORTY OR FIFTY DAYS. 

FROM NOTHING, WITH NOTHING.

VERY FEW OF THOSE WHO JOIN 
ARE ABDUCTED. VERY FEW.



CAN YOU HIDE? CAN YOU STEAL?  
CAN YOU LOOT? CAN YOU HELP US 

SURVIVE BY FINDING THINGS WE NEED?

IS IT TOO BIG? ROLL 
UP THE SLEEVES, 

TURN UP THE LEGS.

YOU HAVE 
NOTHING. 
NOT EVEN 
A VOICE.

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
THERE ARE LOTS OF 
THINGS. CAN YOU DO 
FAVOURS FOR US? 

CAN YOU WORK? CAN 
YOU FETCH WATER?

CAN YOU SPY? CAN YOU 
PRETEND TO BE MAD TO 

GET INFORMATION?

CAN YOU BELONG? 
DO YOU WANT THAT?

HOW TALL 
ARE YOU?

CAN YOU FORAGE 
FOR FOOD? CAN YOU 
GATHER FIREWOOD?

CAN YOU CHOP THAT 
WOOD WITH AN AXE? 

 IF YOU’RE STRONG 
ENOUGH TO DO THAT , 

CAN YOU CARRY 
BAGS AND BUNDLES 
WHEN WE TRAVEL?

CAN YOU  
CARRY GUNS?

CAN YOU PRETEND TO BE A 
CHILD SO YOU CAN GET CLOSE 

AND FIND THINGS OUT?

CAN YOU WEAR THIS UNIFORM 
THAT COMES TO YOU SECOND 

OR THIRD HAND?
CAN YOU BELONG TO US? 
WE’LL GIVE YOU FOOD. YOU 
HAVE NOTHING, AND YOU’VE 

WALKED A LONG WAY.

AND MORE THAN ANY OF THOSE 
THINGS, SOMETHING. SOMETHING, 

AS OPPOSED TO NOTHING.

THAT’S NOT A 
HARD CHOICE.

DO YOU WANT 
SOMETHING , OR 
DO YOU WANT 

NOTHING?

THERE IS SOMETHING 
HERE FOR EVERY 
ONE. EVERYONE.

GIRLS AND BOYS. GIRLS CAN BE NURSES 
AND THEY CAN BE COOKS, BUT THERE 
ARE OTHER THINGS TOO. THE PRETTY 

ONES MAKE GOOD BUSH WIVES.

YOU SAY
 SOMETHING?

MOVE 
OUT.

FORM
 UP!

UH HUH.

\’M JUST
SAYING.



IF YOU LEARN WELL, 
YOU CAN GRADUATE. 
HOW TALL ARE YOU?

BETTER WORK 
THAN NOTHING.

HERE’S WHAT THEY WILL 
TELL YOU -- THAT IT DOESN’T 

HAVE TO BE LIKE THIS.

WHICH
THEY WILL CALL
PSYCHOLOGICAL 

DAMAGE.

THEY WILL 
TELL YOU THAT 
YOU WON’T BE 
FEARED. YOU’LL 
BE ACCEPTED. 

NOT THOUGHT OF 
AS DAMAGED.

BETTER SOMETHING 
THAN NOTHING.

THERE IS A 
WAY OUT. 
A PATH.

THEY WILL TELL YOU THAT YOU 
CAN BE FREE. YOU CAN BE A CHILD 
AGAIN. YOU CAN BE CAREFREE. YOU 
CAN HAVE FUN AS A CHILD HAS FUN.

NOT THOUGHT 
OF AS A KILLER.

HOW CAN THEY SAY THAT? IT 
DOESN’T SOUND LIKELY TO ME. IT 
SOUNDS LIKE AN EMPTY PROMISE.

WE CAN TRAIN YOU. 
YOU CAN LEARN.

BETTER A CUP 
OF GREEN MAIZE 
THAN NOTHING.

THIS IS
THE FOURTH 

THING.

THEY WILL TELL YOU THERE IS A SAFE 
PLACE. A PLACE WHERE YOU CAN GO TO 

SCHOOL AGAIN. A PLACE WHERE YOU 
CAN LIVE. WHERE THEY CAN COUNSEL 
YOU AND TAKE AWAY ALL THE THINGS 

THAT HAVE HAPPENED TO YOU.

WE CAN BE YOUR FAMILY. NOT A 
REAL FAMILY, BUT SOMETHING THAT 

IS BETTER THAN YOUR NOTHING.

WE CAN BE YOUR 
ROOF. YOUR BOWL OF 
FOOD. YOUR SCHOOL.

BUT YOU CAN 
TALK TO ME.

NO ONE IS COMING 
FOR YOU. NO ONE EVEN 
KNOWS YOU’RE HERE.

STICK TO
 ME. WILLIS?

CIRCLE
ROUND!

SUPPORT!

 THIS
IS CRAP. THIS
IS THE BAD

 BIT.

SHOTS.

TWO-SIX
REPORTS HARD

CONTACT.

NO.

OKAY.



IT’S A KILLER. 
BUT IT ALSO 

KEEPS YOU ALIVE.

ARE YOU TALL ENOUGH? IF 
YOU ARE LONGER THAN THE 
GUN, FROM YOUR HEAD TO 

YOUR TOES, YOU GRADUATE.

PEOPLE RESPECT 
THE GUN. YOU WANT 
PEOPLE TO RESPECT 

YOU, DON’T YOU?

STATUS. CONTROL. 
RESPECT. THE 

GUN GIVES YOU 
THOSE THINGS.

WHICH OF YOU 
IS BIGGER , YOU 
OR THE GUN?

YOU WANT TO 
BE SOMETHING 

AGAIN.

WILL YOU STAND IN ITS 
SHADOW, OR ARE YOU 

TALL ENOUGH TO MAKE 
IT STAND IN YOURS?

FEAR IT. 
TRUST IT.

A GUN IS ALWAYS 
SOMETHING. ALWAYS.

SOMETHING IS 
BETTER THAN 

NOTHING.

IF YOU’RE TALL 
ENOUGH, YOU 
GET THE GUN.

IF YOU GET THE 
GUN, YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING.

EMPTY AS 
SUNLIGHT.

YOU CAN GRADUATE FROM 
THIS SCHOOL. IT’S EASY. 

HOW TALL ARE YOU?

THIS IS A
GUN. AK-47.

THIS IS REAL. THIS 
IS REAL WORK AND 
REAL FOOD. REAL 
THINGS TO LEARN.

A GUN IS TWO 
THINGS, WHICH IS ONE 

MORE THAN YOU.

YATES?
SHIT.

WILLIS?



LET’S LOOK 
AT YOU.

DON’T--

\ CAN
HELP. \

CAN HELP
YOU.

HOW
CAN \ HELP
  YOU --

...



WILLIS!
CRAP.

WHAT
ARE YOU
 DOING? BACK 

UP.
NOW.

BUT--

OH SH --



...



HERE IS THE 
LAST THING.

BUT YOU CAN ALWAYS COME 
BACK. THERE’LL BE FOOD HERE. 

A ROOF FOR YOU. A PLACE.

YOU CAN ALWAYS 
COME BACK. ALWAYS.

IF YOU RUN OFF. IF YOU GET 
SCARED. IF YOU HAVE DOUBTS, 

WELL, THAT HAPPENS.

WHAT’S
THE MATTER?

SPEAK UP.

 WELL,
THIS IS

SOMETHING.

   DID THEY
SAY ANYTHING
  TO YOU? DO
THEY TELL YOU
THINGS? IF THEY
  DID, IT WAS
  NOTHING.

TRUST ME. \’LL
   TELL YOU THE

  TRUTH. AS MANY 
TIMES AS YOU NEED
  TO HEAR IT, AND
  JUST AS IT WAS
  EXPLAINED TO ME
      WHEN \ WAS
        YOUR AGE.

LET’S
LOOK AT

YOU.

YOU
REMEMBER

WHAT \ TOLD
YOU? OKAY, \’LL 

TELL YOU IT
 AGAIN. THIS

IS THE FIRST
 THING...

...



FOR YOU  
IT’S FICTION 
FOR THEM 
ITS REALITY

War Child reunites children with their families and helps them integrate back into school and the 
wider community. We provide safe spaces for children affected by war to play, learn and thrive.

FREDERIQUE’S STORY
“I used to go to school. I was happy. The militia  
attacked when I was at school. I was told to go home...

@WarChildUK @WarChildUK

My family was hiding  
so I hid with them.  
They kicked down  

the door and forced their  
way into the house. My brother 
resisted so they grabbed him and 
dragged him outside the house.

They made him sit down and  
executed him. My mother cried  
out and attacked the soldier who  
shot my brother. So they tied her  
up and killed her too. 

The moment my mother died is  
when things went wrong. I had to take 
things into my own hands. I joined  
an armed group for protection and  
to avenge the death of my  
mother and brother. 

Only when the French army came  
to disarm us, that’s when I put my  
gun down. They told me, ‘You’re too 
young for this.’ They brought us to 
the IDP (internally displaced people) 
camp. Life is very different here. 

When I see other kids playing football, 
I have to join them. I love football. 

I am happy to come to the  
War Child centre here. I can  
forget my troubles for a while.

One day I would like to have  
a family and a house.

To find out more about War Child’s life-saving work visit  
www.warchild.org.uk



WAR OVERWAR OVER
BRITAIN!BRITAIN!

EIGHTY YEARS AGO,
VICTORY IN THE 
BATTLE OF BRITAIN
MARKED THE END OF
HITLER’S INVASION
PLANS!



WITH THE FALL OF FRANCE at the end of June, 
1940, Britain stood alone against the might 

of the seemingly all-conquering German war 
machine. Nazi leader Adolf Hitler and his advisers 
immediately began making plans for a full scale 
invasion of Britain, codenamed Sea Lion.

From an early stage it was obvious that such an 
invasion could only take place if the Germans had 
total control of the skies. The destruction of the 
Royal Air Force, therefore, was vital. This task was 
given to the German Air Force, the Luftwaffe, and 
its commander, Hermann Goering.

Goering, a First World War fighter ace, believed 
the RAF could be eliminated in a matter of weeks. 
He was to be proved totally wrong.

During June and July, Luftwaffe attacks started 
in earnest, initially on shipping in the Channel and 
coastal ports. These early assaults showed the 
value of radar, a British invention, which was able 
to give early warning of the approaching German 
bombers. This enabled the RAF’s fighter force to be 
scrambled in time to intercept the enemy aircraft.

At that time, the bulk of the RAF defence 
squadrons consisted of just two types, the immortal 
Spitfire and its less glamorous partner, the 
Hurricane. Both were armed with eight Browning 
machine-guns. Officially, the faster Spitfire was 
meant to do combat with the Luftwaffe fighters 
while the Hurricane was assigned to tackle the 
bombers. In practice, however, RAF pilots tended to 
engage the first German aircraft they encountered, 
whether it was a fighter or bomber.

Matched against the Spitfire and Hurricane, 
of which the RAF had a combined total of around 
eight hundred, were some two thousand Luftwaffe 
machines. Around half were fighters: the single 
engined Messerschmitt 109 and its twin engined 
cousin, the Messerschmitt 110. The remainder were  
bombers: the Heinkel 111, Junkers 88, Dornier 17 
and the Junkers 87 ‘Stuka’ which had struck terror 
into Germany’s enemies throughout Europe.

BY AUGUST, THE BOMBERS, with heavy fighter 
escort, had concentrated their raids on the 
all-important RAF airfields in the South East of 
England. The fifteenth of that month proved to be 
a decisive day. The full strength of the Luftwaffe 
was thrown against the RAF in an attempt to 

smash it once and for all. Although a number of 
airfields were temporarily put out of action, many 
others received only minor damage or were 
missed completely. Early warning by radar, plus 
the devastating combination of the Spitfire and 
Hurricane, proved to be the Luftwaffe’s downfall.

 No less than seventy-five of their aircraft were shot 
down for the loss of only thirty-four RAF fighters. Worse 
still, two of the German front line combat machines 
proved to be death traps. The Messerschmitt 110 
was found to be too slow and unmanoeuvrable to 
match the rival Spitfires and Hurricanes. It suffered 
appalling losses and was eventually restricted to 
operations where it had covering fighter escort of 
its own. Likewise, the once feared Junkers 87 ‘Stuka’ 
was a sitting target for the RAF fighters when in its 
bombing dive. Thirty-nine were lost during the first 
two weeks of August and seventeen more on August 
18th. The surviving ‘Stukas’ were withdrawn from the 
battle, their reputation in tatters.

THE LUFTWAFFE’S REMAINING BOMBERS also 
revealed their faults. Lack of speed and a poor 
defensive armament meant they were easy prey 
for any Spitfires or Hurricanes which broke 
through their protective fighter cover.

The Heinkel 111 and Dornier 17 were not improved 
from the days when they fought in the Spanish Civil 
War in the mid-thirties. Even the newer so called 
‘wonder bomber’, the Junkers 88, was severely 
vulnerable to fighter opposition. Of all the German 
aircraft, only the Messerschmitt 109 Bf was capable 
of holding its own against the RAF fighters. Superior 
to the Hurricane, there was little to choose between 
it and the Spitfire. Often combats were decided on 
the strength and skill of the pilots.

Gradually, however, the Luftwaffe’s advantage 
of superior numbers began to wear down the RAF, 
despite the bravery of its pilots. Near constant 
bombing attacks on the home airfields of the 
Spitfires and Hurricanes took their toll. Valuable 
fighters were being lost in increasing numbers 
both in the air and on the ground. Factories working 
at maximum production quickly delivered new 
machines to replace them, but there was a more 
serious problem. As more and more pilots failed to 
return from missions against the enemy, new pilots 
were simply not arriving quick enough.

Slowly, but surely, the Luftwaffe were winning the 
Battle of Britain. The vital airfields of the RAF began to 
be hit with increasing accuracy. Spitfire and Hurricane 
Squadrons returning from battle found their bases 
burning and their runways holed by bombs.

The 7th of September marked the RAF’s lowest 
point. Many of the airfields were in ruins, the 
surviving pilots a mixture of exhausted veterans 
and raw recruits from the training schools. Had 
Hitler and Goering known it, they were only weeks, 
or perhaps days, from victory. An order from Hitler 
for a final series of heavy raids could well have 
resulted in the RAF being pushed over the edge, 
but instead he gave another order, an order which 
was to prove a disastrous mistake.

Angered by an attack by British bombers on the 
German capital Berlin, Hitler told Goering to switch 
the Luftwaffe assault to London. He demanded 
that the British city be destroyed in reprisal for 
the bombs dropped on Berlin. It was the break the 
RAF had been looking for. After weeks of constant 
combat, airfields and pilots had time to recover.

WITH THE LUFTWAFFE RAIDS concentrated on 
one target, London, the Spitfires and Hurricanes 
could strike at them in massed squadrons. On 
September 15th a huge German bomber attack 
on London was intercepted by some three 
hundred RAF fighters. They smashed through the 
defending Messerschmitt 109s and tore into the 
formations of bombers.

The Heinkel 111, dubbed ‘The Spade’ by its 
crews, bore the brunt of the attack and was shot 
down in large numbers. The morale of the German 
bomber crews began to break and warning cries of 
“Achtung! Spitfeur!” filled the radio waves. Two 
days later, Hitler abandoned Operation Sea Lion, 
the invasion of Britain, for good.

Further bomber attacks, which became known 
as the Blitz, continued on London and other British 
cities for several more years, but never again did 
the Luftwaffe look like beating the RAF. The Battle 
of Britain had been won.

During the height of the combat, from August 
8th to September 15th, eight hundred RAF and over 
thirteen hundred Luftwaffe aircraft were lost. In the 
words of Prime Minister Winston Churchill “Never 
has so much been owed by so many to so few”.
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THE SUPERMARINE SPITFIRE fighter quickly became a symbol of 
British defiance in the tense, early days of World War II as it created 
havoc among the German raiders.

On a visit to one of his fighter groups, Luftwaffe chief Hermann 
Goering asked the commander what planes he would require to 
achieve final victory. The cynical answer came back ‘... A squadron 
of Spitfires...!’

Forty major variants of the Spitfire were built and the legendary 
fighter saw action in every sector between 1939 and 1945.

The Mk 7 version illustrated here had a modified fuselage, more 
powerful engine and could attain a speed of over 400 mph. in level 
flight. Designed as a high-level interceptor, the Mk 7 had a special 
engine air intake and the pilot’s cabin was, of course, pressurised. 
Extra lift was achieved by extending the normal lenght of the wings 
by the addition of long, pointed tips.

These improvements mostly became standard in later variants of 
the Spitfire and its seagoing version, the Seafire.

In all over 22,000 Supermarine fighters were built.
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JUNKERS 88
German all-purpose aircraft.

15,000 Junkers 88s were built between 1939 and 1945. This versatile 
machine served as bomber, heavy fighter, photo-reconnaissance, 
torpedo-bomber, dive bomber, dual-control trainer, tank destroyer, 
ground attack plane and night-fighter.

It is the radar-equipped night-fighter version illustrated here, 
swooping in on an unsuspecting RAF Lancaster.



Letters: 
SIMON 
BOWLAND

Art: 
PJ HOLDEN

Script: 
ROB WILLIAMS

















BLAZING WAR ACTION ON THE 
STREETS OF OCCUPIED FRANCE!

TREASURYOFBRITISHCOMICS.COM

97
8-

1-
78

10
8-

65
9-

9 
  £

12
.9

9

O
U

T 
N

O
W

!



THE VULTURE

Karl StockKarl Stock

Simon ColebySimon Coleby

Len O’GradyLen O’Grady

 Jim Campbell Jim Campbell

SCRIPTSCRIPT

ARTART

COLOURS COLOURS 

LETTERSLETTERS



WOOFWOOFWOOFWOOF

WOOFWOOFWOOFWOOF

WOOFWOOFWOOFWOOF



WOOFWOOFWOOFWOOF











JUNKERS 87 STUKA
German dive-bomber.

The Stuka (short for Sturzkampfflugzeug, falling-flying 
apparatus) could carry a bomb load varying from 1,000 lbs 
to 4,000 lbs according to the model. One bomb was carried 
under the fuselage and others under the wings.

With engine screaming and special siren howling, the 
Stuka was a terrifying weapon, proving highly successful in 
Spain, Poland and Russia. But during the Battle of Britain, 
when it came up against the RAF’s Spitfires and Hurricanes 
(one of the latter seen here in action), its losses were so 
heavy that it was withdrawn from front line service.









HAWKER HURRICANE
Although rather slower than the Spitfire, 
the Hurricane was very manoeuvrable at 
height and a fine weapon carrier. All sorts of 
armament could be fitted in or beneath its 
wings; up to 12 machine guns, cannon, tank-
busting Oerlikons, up to 500 lbs of bombs, 
even rockets. Designed by Sydney Camm, it 
first flew in 1935. During the Battle of Britain, 
while the Spits tackled the enemy fighters, the 
Hurris attacked the bombers. It was a sturdy 
fighter that could give a punch – and take 
one.



SUPERMARINE SPITFIRE
The only Allied fighter to be in production 
all through the war, the prototype flew in 
1936 and Mark 24 zoomed off the drawing 
boards in 1945. R. J. Mitchell was the 
original designer of this legendary plane 
which served as a low-level and high-level 
fighter, as a fighter bomber, on photo-
reconnaissance and even as a floatplane. 
Over 20,000 Spitfires were built and they 
were flown by most of the world’s air forces. 
Britain’s great aces marked up their scores 
in Spitfires.

Glinting high in the sun and down on the lumbering 
Luftwaffe bombers swooped the Hurricanes and 
Spitfires of the Royal Air Force.
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The S courge
Of The Skies

The S courge
Of The Skies

BEFORE THE ATOM BOMB, THERE WAS THE BOMBER. 
IMPOSSIBLE TO DETECT, VIRTUALLY UNSTOPPABLE, 
AND FULLY EQUIPPED TO RAIN FIRE UPON HOMES 
AND CITIES.

THE FEARSOMELY SWIFT AND WELL-
ARMED MESSERSCHMITT BF 109 
MADE FOR AN EFFECTIVE BOMBER 
ESCORT FIGHTER.

YET THE LUMBERING BOMBERS 
WERE NOT THE ONLY AIRCRAFT 
RANGED AGAINST THE RAF BY 
THE LUFTWAFFE.

...AND CULMINATED 
IN DEFENSIVE 
AERIAL ATTACK, 
MOST FAMOUSLY 
BY THE SPITFIRE 
AND THE HAWKER 
HURRICANE.

BUT BRITAIN HAD DEVELOPED A DEFENCE 
AGAINST THE BOMBER – THE DOWDING 
SYSTEM, WHICH BEGAN WITH THE EARLY 
WARNING CHAIN HOME RADAR SYSTEM...

AND THE JUNKERS 
JU 88, MOST MODERN 
AND DEADLY OF THE 
‘SCHNELLBOMBERS’, 
OR FAST BOMBERS.

THE HEINKEL HE 111, DESIGNED 
UNDER COVER OF BEING A 
PASSENGER LINER, BUT STURDY 
ENOUGH TO SOAK UP HUNDREDS 
OF RAF BULLETS.

AMONG THEM, THE DORNIER 
DO 17, SCOURGE OF THE 
SPANISH CIVIL WAR, BUT 
ALREADY BEING SUPERCEDED 
FOR RANGE AND PAYLOAD.

AND WHEN THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN ARRIVED, SO 
DID THE BOMBERS – WITH A MISSION TO PULVERISE 
BRITAIN’S DEFENSIVE CAPABILITIES.

“THE BOMBER WILL ALWAYS GET THROUGH,” 
STANLEY BALDWIN TOLD THE BRITISH 
PARLIAMENT IN 1932, EVOKING THIS 
FEAR OF WAR FROM THE AIR.



AHHH!AHHH!

BY THIS POINT, THE NAZIS HAD ALREADY 
DETAILED THEIR BOMBERS TO CARRY OUT 
NIGHT ATTACKS ON MAJOR POPULATION 
CENTRES INSTEAD. THE BLITZ HAD BEGUN.

THE DOWDING SYSTEM WAS SUCCESSFUL. BY THE 
END OF OCTOBER 1940, THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 
WAS OVER.

THE CALIBRE OF EVEN THE DEADLIEST FIGHTING 
MACHINE IS DETERMINED BY THE PERSON WHO 
CONTROLS IT.

MANY RAFRAF AND LUFTWAFFELUFTWAFFE FIGHTER PILOTS REGARDED 
SHOOTING PARACHUTING ENEMY AIRCREW AS CONTRARY 
TO THEIR CODE OF HONOUR.

HE...  
SAVED  

ME.

HE IS!  
OH GOD!

AND THE  
MESSERSCHMITT’S  

COMING AROUND AGAIN. 
BUT – YOU CAN’T FIRE  

ON A BAIL-OUT!

THEY’RE  
BOMBING – WE  
WERE TOO LATE!

AHH!  
BAIL OUT

AHHH!AHHH!AHHH!
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just wait til
 we get to the beach
 ...and then they’ll

 see!

duck...
take cover...

...and...

...take my
picture!

Es una cosa  
muy seria… Es una 
cosa muy seria… 
Es una cosa muy  

seria…!8

8 ”I can’t handle this...!”
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You can’t win them all. The Bolton Paul Defiant 
looked good on paper and in the air, but through 
no fault of its crews it was no match for the 
Luftwaffe’s crack fighters. Fortunatley, the 
British had Spitfires and Hurricanes as well or 
the Battle of Britain might have been lost!

The Defiant had no forward firing armaments, 
having instead a massive power-operated turret 
behind the pilot, mounting four .303 in. belt-fed 
Browning machine guns. The gunner had to rely 
on his pilot to place the plane in a perfect position 
for attacking the enemy.

It was fine in theory. The gunner could swing 
his guns the full 360 degrees and not worry 
about flying, whereas other fighter piolts had to 
point their planes at the enemy. The snag was 
that once the Germans realised they were not 
dealing with the usual enemy, they attacked 
Defiants from beneath the tail.

Not that the Defiants failed completely. At 
first the Luftwaffe made mistakes against them, 
losing at least 14 planes over Dunkirk to them in 
May 1940 because – some claim – the Defiants 
were mistaken for Hurricanes! But by July, before 
the Battle of Britain reached its height, they were 
taken out of the fight.

Another snag was that the heavy turret 
weighed down the plane, creating ‘drag’, no help 
against deadly Messerschmitts. But the Defiants 
finally found their niche, being used as night 
fighters. Make no mistake – the Defiants were 
good planes. They were wrong, however, for the 
job in hand and so they paid the penalty.

DEFIANTSDEFIANTS
DEFIED!DEFIED!
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