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THE INCREDIBI.E ADVEN'I'URES OF
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Even mvoveH me
WIRETEHED BOYS OF
HEMIOER HALE
ORPHANAGCE WELE
CONSTANTLY UL -
TREATED, {7 WAS
ALWAYE A SAD
Bepaton Wi
THE TIME CAME
FOL ONE OF THEM
7O LENE THE ONLY
FRIENDS' HE #AD
EVER INOWN AND
DERART WD THE
BLEAK, OUTHIDE
WORLD, SUCH 4
DAY HAD COME
FOR YOUNG OLIVER
WMM e

\ / /
N

\ //

fwﬂ&a E

Anp so e
IO FOENDS
WERE PARTED...

50 THAT IS WHO HA3S
COME TO TAKE ME
AWAY ,” HE LOOKS A3
CRUEL AS SIMON
TRAGG, OUR
ORPHANAGE
MAGTER ./

YOU'VE ALWAYS BEEN A
FRIEND TO ME, JONAS
CLARKE/I'LL NEVER
FORGET You /)

SAKE, OLIVER, THAT
-\ HIS DARK LOOKS
S\ ARE DECEIVING ./

GOOD LUCK,
OLD FRIEND,”

STOP SOUIRMING, YOU YOUNG RIP,/
SAY 'HOW D'VER DO ?' TO YER NEW
MAGTER, MIBTER MOLESWORTH //
VERY IMPORTANT MAN, E 19,,,A

O/ VER WIMPLE SANK INTD OBLIVION, BUT IT I8 A WELL- KNOWN
STORY HOW JONAS CLARKE FINALLY EARNED FAMA' AND
FORTUNE AS THE E£5CAPIST oo s JANUS STARK 1

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE ./

'PON MY WORD...
THE FELLOW IS
QUITE REMARKABLE'

OLASIONALLY, OLIVER SAW MENTION OF JANUS,

USUALLY 1N AN OLD NEWSPAPER...

50 JANUS
STARK 15
Af  BRINGING HI5
ACT TO WOOLWICH

7/ {] TOMORRON.” THAT'S

ONLY A FE

FEW
x| mies From Here..!

W5 Lire was Orrew mie Ecom

OF 701 AND SHADOWS OF
FEAR IV AHAB MOLESWORTH

L ESHORTH 'S W MANSION VIBRATED

GLOOMY HOLSE, THE RN Wz AN AWEUL
70N LASTED ALL . 1 MOANNG. ..
DAY W THIE KITEHEN.,... - ;i ) iy, -
THE FEAR BEGANAT

NIGHT, CONNECTED
WITH A LOCKED
CELLAR DOOR )/

Tl

'Y

THERE'S

i
WHV...

THAT ceu.mz
DOOR ALWAYS
KEPT LOCKED 7

THAT 'ORRIBLE
NOISE AGAIN ...AND
FOOTSTEPS ./ IT'5 OLD
MOLESWORTH HIMGELF
GOING DOWNSTAIRS /




| Ocvee ceeer meom His |

| oo AND FELT HIE B
WAY INTO THE DEFTHS
OF THE HOUSE.. .

THE DOOR'S
OPEN... HE'S
GONE DOWN
INTO THAT
 CELLAR/

SECONDS LATER, OLIVER FLITTED FROM THAT WEEM/A’&‘ SCEME .. N
MM?[O-?// HOPE THAT HE HAD BEEN UNOBSERVED,!

cursts !

THAT YOUNG
VARMINT WIMPLE
WAS WATCHING /
I'LL HAVE TO

HERE, HAVE
THIS MOULDY CRUST
% AND KEEP QUIET...
2, YOU'RE DISTURBING
MY SLEEP.”

Wexr MORNING, AS OLIVER WAS SNATEHING A FEW MOMENTE 70 SLROANL
A NOTE IV IS SPIDERY HANOWRITING .. .

HERE, BOY. TAKE
/ THIS SILVER TO THE
/ JEWELLERS IN THE
VILLAGE AND TELL
HIM 1 WANT My
INITIALS

ENGRAVED ON
EM S

OviER WAS PLEASED TO TAKE ON THIS TASK, FOR IT GAVE HIM THE CHANCE
70 SEER OUT OLD JEM, 7?‘/;-‘ VILLAGE CAA’?ZS@ cre

WILL YOU DELIVER THIS > § AYE...I'LL DO
FOR ME WHEN NEXT- YE THE FAVOUR,
YOU'RE IN WOOLWICH, ™ LAD ¢

JEM? IT'S FOR THE

GR’EAT JANUS STARK 4

AEJ SOONER HAD P
HE PASSED ON
THE NOTE HE THERE 'E
HAD WeITTEN, GOES/ 7HAT'S
THAN 1 s THE YOUNS
VLA

YOU'RE UNDER Anrassr
FOR STEALING THIG 'ERE
SILVER,

THE UNSUSPECTIN
YOUH 10 s

I DIDN'T STEAL
+ MISTER
MOLESWORTH

GAVE IT TO
ME 'IMSELF TO
TAKE TO THE
JEWELLERS ./

[ Rovey sanos Sﬁzf /




80 yams sTaek 4ReIVED ALONE
AT MOLESHWORTH MANSION ,,

BuD 50 0LivER WIMPLE WAS HAULED AWAY TO THE VILLAGE JAN., AS AHAB
MOLESWORTH HAD PLANNED., NEXT DAY, THO STRANGERS CAME O THE VILLAGE ..

NAY, JANUS, LAD .,/
YOU'LL NOT NEED Ao %‘S ;’,'E'Gom
AN OLD BLIND *
CODGER LIKE ME
THERE / I'LL WAIT
IN A TAVERN-AND
KEEP MY EARS
OPEN ./

THE HOUSE WHERE My
FRIEND WORKS 15 A
MILE BEYOND THE

VILLAGE ... WILL YOU
COME WITH ME,

00D FRIEND
F OLIVER WIMPLE!

1 DIDN'T KNOW HE HAD BUT 1 HAD THIS
ANY FRIENDS. ANYWAY, NOTE FROM HIM,
HE'S NOT HERE ++ HE'S ONLY YESTERDAY.

GONE AWAY./

m

A NOTE! CURSE h \ : ]t
THE YOUNG SHAVER! P pi
THERE'S NO TELLING - Y/ h i \
WHAT HE GAVE AWAY. )/ ... | / :
THIS SITUATION CALLS
FOR ACTION.’

THEN YOU'D
BEST COME

ToE MasTER O,
ESLAPE RECOVERED
HIE SENSES WA PIT
"f agff DANKEST

s s

Mo sswoery
LAVE JANYE
NO CHANCE ...

Thie ANIFEE-EDGED OPENING mp
5o FAR BEVOND THE REACH
ANY IMPRISONED MAN !

0
TO CLIMB, AND ONLY A FLY
COULD WALK ACROSS THAT
CEILING./ BUT OLIVER MENTIONED
A CREATURE THAT MOANED/
S |T HERE ... LURKING IN
THE DARKNESS,..?

-~ F‘
= % & ","

THIS SEEMS TO

BE THE PIT THAT

IN His NOTE / ESCAPE
SEEMS DIFFICULT, IF
NOT IMPOSSIBLE, FOR
1 AM_BELOW GROUND
AND THE ONLY WaY
OF ESCAPE CAN
BE UPWARDS ...

il
A OLIVER DESCRIBED

DonT miss ThE Dramanc cmwmrm oF
THIS TALE...IN NEXT WEEK'S “SMASH./"




WIMALE, AN

OLD FRIEND WO
WAS Wa?m
FOR THE &

AHAS Mal! mm
OLIVER Mts’"
TECRIIED BY
MOANF COMINGT
FROM A PIT.
THE CELLAR. ..
aUr /

NVESTISATE, ME
Wds AWDZ‘A’E&
LNED,

80! THIS
MUST BE THE
PIT OF WHICH
OLIVER SPOKE !
BUT ALLIS
ﬁgENT...THERE I5
HERE NOW /

Jamys srpex MADE
A CRUTIOUS SEARCH
FOR HIS FRIENG., ..

THIS COULD
BE HIS ROOM...
BUT HE I3
CERTAINLY NOWHERE

TO BE FOUND ,”
THOUGH HIS FEW

BELONGINGS ARE
HERE STILL /

Thiz ONLY POSSIBLE WAV OUT OF THE PIT WAE ViA THE NARROW
HOLE SET IN THE CERING .. RINGED BY RAZOR-SHARP §PIKES.!

'
smsrcu MY rzuaasny
BONES 70 THE LIMIT..

o | f”"f’ o
/i

MysTiFieD, vamus HURRIED BACK 70 THE
VILLAGE AND HIS COMPANION, BLIMD LARSD...

I HAVE DISCOVERED
THAT OLIVER WIMPLE




A CLOSED
PRISON VAN
STOPPED HERE
NOT AN HOUR AGO

AND THEY SAY
THE LAD WERE IN
... FOUND GULTY OF
THEFT THIS MORNING /
HE WERE SENTENCED 1O
TRANSPORTATION FOR
J LIFE-FOR STEALING ,
A MOLESWORTH'S SILVER.

. BUT BLIND LARGO'S EARS ARE SHARPER
THAN A BEE'S STING! THERE WERE 7HWO Bur sapnys was
PRISONERS INSIDE THAT VAN .. AND A GUARD Y
WERE CURSING THAT AN EXTRA STOP v s
AT MOLESWORTH'S MANSION HAD oo

MADE 'EM LATE ./

s

THE CHARGE
IS F4LSE,’ OLIVER
7y HAS NEVER STOLEN,
EVEN WHEN HE WAS
STARVING. YESTERDAY
HE WROTE TO ME,
APPEALING FOR
HELP...NOW 1 SHALL
G/VE THAT HELP .

OUT ACROSS COUNTRY.

THERE 1S THE PRISON VAN
IT'S MOVING SLOWLY BECAUSE|
OF THE MUD... AND METHINKS
THE MUD WILL HELP ME
© >\ APPROACH IT UNSEEN BY

A TSN

HALF 4 MULE FARTHER ON,

FETLOCKS IV OOZE ...

‘e

THE GUARDS./

THE HORSES SANK 70 e KT

-2\

i\
X

EN

N,

THEN SUDDENLY THE MUD
PARTED BEHIND THEM....

T
ST

VUURGH.
THESE BOARDS
HAVE SAVED
ME FROM BEING
TRAMPLED BY
THE HORSES'
HOOVES./

I7 was THEN THAT JANUS

NOTICED THE SECOND PRIsonER... I

W 1 AM JOHN WALSH, A DISTANT
COUSIN OF AHAB MOLESWORTH. }
B WAS IN THE WEST INDIES WHEN MY
B FATHER DIED AND ENTRUSTED THE
FAMILY MANSION INTO AHAB'S CARE
DURING MY ABSENCE...




BUT WHEN I RETURNED UNANNOUNCED, PG FINALLY, ON A PROMISE THAT HE WOULD SET ME ‘Ti8 TIME THE VILE AHAB MOLESWORTH

. WORTH P| FREE, I SIGNED A PAPER GIVING THE ENTIRE WAS GIVEN A TASTE OF HIS OWN MEDICINE
o SELE 0 M SULMCEIUON I8 e | | WEACE AR B RO MY
WATER AND LESS FOOD, AND T B R aOar e o .~

NIGHTS 1 JUST MOANED- WITH

SENT TO AUSTR LIA ’
HUNGER AND DESPAIR./ VSTRA ;

P 80 THAT
WAS THE NOISI
OLIVER HEARD/

YES, AHAB MOLESWORTH,
WE HAVE MET BEFORE..NOW
MEET Tm FRIENDS OF MINE.

FROM BOW STREET.

PUAN MAS SIMPLE ... THE
RE TO DROP

THROUGH THE FLOOR OF
TIE TRAVELLING PRISON !

WE BELIEVE THAT
YOU ARE HOLDING A

MAN PRISONER IN THIS
HOUSE AGAINST HIS WILL / WE
HAVE A WARRANT TO SEARCH /

ONE OF THE POLICEMEN HELD A
LANTERN ABOVE THE G PIT, AND
FA’OM /75 /-Z/(X’EP/A/G’ ,PA}G‘,. .

RHAB WAS CONVINCED THEY WOULD FIND
MO PRIGONER - FOR HE HAD PERSONALLY
DESAITCHED HIS COUSIN 7O AUSTRALIA ./

WHAT A RIDICULOUS IDEA [
BY ALL MEANS COME N
AND SEARCH /

LOOK N
THE CELLAR
FIRST ./

MISTER STARK'S
INFORMATION 15
CORRECT,” THERE
5 A PRISONEE
DOWN THERE ./

N-NO.! THERE
CAN'T BE/ I-1
TOOK HIM OUT

THIS MORNING, AND...

BUr AHAB MOLESWORTH WAS ALREADY AS GOOD AS CONDEMNED 70 A LONG
TERAM OF WPR/FM!A/I;..W///CW HE Wffl}’ DESERVED /

THAT AHAB WAS FOND O'
LOCRING PEOPLE UP...I
WONDER HOW HE'LL
LIKE IT HIMSELF 7

FAREWELL,
JANUS - JAVD
THANK You./

K
.“‘xl §
"B'II ’OAA\ N
65 SURE NOT' ro MISS THE

NEXT GRIPPING JANYS STARK
ADVENTURE ..:IN “SMASH /*




- THE INCREDIBLE ADVENTURES OF
_,- % . "—?"—- - e i)

The rAJaH OF YOU HAVE SUMMONED ME

fi | I7 WAS IV THE RAJAH'S HOTEL THAT
RANEAWe #AD knoww ity [ 1O ENTERTAIN YOU, YOUR

THE STRANGE DEMONSTRATION TOOK
PLACE. ..

MEET... MV

¥ OTHERS HAVE TRIED, MY
FRIEND ... BUT I AM
NOT EASILY
IMPRESSED ./

MANY CLEVER HIGHNESS. BUT I SHALL DO
ENTERTAINERS, AND MORE THAN THAT..I SHALL
SELEN THEA PERFORM ASTOUNO YOU ! !

BY THE PYRAMIDS

SOME LNCANNY ACTS, ASSISTANT! OF BBYET.. A FULLY
W HUE NATIVE INDIA, | GROWN AYTHOM!
BUT IT WAS W .
LONDON THAT HE MET

THE MOST FANTASTIE

OF THEM ALL .o . JANUS
STHRK, ESCAPOLOGIST-
EXTRAORDINARY OF
THE VICTORIAN ERA.

Srark SHUDDERED AT THE
MERCILESS STRENGTH OF [

{ PAH! THE CREATURE IS NO
MORE THAN A TRAINED
PET, HIGHNESS ,”

THE IHIGE SHAKE . vu

GAAHHAVE 1
CHALLENGED FATE:
ONCE T00 OFTEN 7
CAN-CAN I

s SEE, TH

E
BRUTE CONSTRICTS ((
! {76 COILS., -
p—

NO, VEDAH! 1
HAVE SEEN MANY %
PYTHONS IN RANPAWR,
AND THIS SERPENT

1S UNTAMED... A
DEADLY MAN-K/IZLER..

AND
SEEKS TO CRUSH

T Broer.. | = >
FFORT... > _ UuN/
It T —
% =
o
p
sl A% ¢
! \B}'ﬁ l‘i/
W N (S
Ui ¢
1! il
] ! %
[T
AG VISHNU T MUST )
1S MY WITNESS... a R BE SOME
sl \\ s 97 - ¥ msiae
—_— 1/ X
e oF tEATHON! | =27 _— : - 7. =1 AN ILLUGION.?




NOJ/ THE BRUTE
STRIKES AT US,
HIGHNESS /

BY HEAVENS,

THIS WAS NO

PART OF MY
ACT/

YOU HAVE SAVED My

LIFE, JANUS STARK.”1

MUST FIND A FITTING /
.REWARD FOR YOU. &',

WAS THE LEADER OF AN INOUAN
SECT AN VIETORIAN LONDON...

THIS IS ALL THE REWARD I GET
FOR FAWNING ON THE RAJAH.’
THE FOREIGNER MUST NOT BE
ALLOWED TO KEEP HIS TREASURE,
‘ OW HiM A >
]

DIE, UNBELIEVER...
BY THE WEIGHTED
SCARF OF TWUGSEE,

- 3

NO, HIGHNESS..YOU MUST

NOT GIVE THE S74R OF

A LIBHT OF UNCANNY POWER AND
LLING FOREE BURNED IN THE

B8A4cK, FIEND,
—

Il

T

N
N

COMPEL
INCREDIBLE EYES OF JANUS STARK...

BRAMAH BE
PRAISED. THE
CREATURE
OBEYF ./,

Bur mie Al PRESENTED
STARK WiTH THE PRICELESS
EWEL ...

PRINCELY GIFT,
HIGHNESS. I SHALL

W@ TO THIS ENGLISHMAN ! TREASURE IT/

ENVY CURDLES

YOUR TONGUE,

VEDAH.. 8%
SHENTS

KALI SHALL LEND
CUNNING TO MY

HANDS, MASTER... AND
THE STAR SHALL

GLOW BEFORE HER
STATUE IN OUR
TEMPLE, ERE THIS
NIGHT Is out/

THE JEWEL
MUST BE WORTH
MANY THOUSANDS
OF POUNDS.,..BUT
I BELIEVE 1
EARNED IT/




KALI'S WILL IS DONE ... BT JANUS §0 I HAVE CHEATED FATE

AND THE STAR OF STARK HAL A SECOND TIME TONIGHT.

RANPAWR SHALL SHINE IT WAS LUCKY FOR ME
THAT 1 MANAGED ;ﬂesup

IN HER FOREHEAD,
INSTEAD OF IN THE MY HAND UNDER
UNWORTHY POCKET OF SCARF AND TAKE THE
PRESSURE FROM MY
THROAT

Srien seioeD AFTER THE FLITTING
SHADOW OF THIE INOIAN...

THE ASSASSIN IS A
HENCHMAN OF THAT
FAWNING CUR, VEDAH...
1 MUST FIND OUT MORE g
ABOUT THIS NEST £
OF VIPERS,/

THIS FOREIGN DOG/

B THE MAGTER AWAITS )T i ety A RESPECTABLE HOUSE | | WO BLroNG, HOWEVER WELL GUARDED, X
) YOU, DVIN.” o B N PIMLICO...BUT WHAT COULD RES/ST THIE TALENTS OF THE 3 %
. — : : + LIES BEHIND IT8 MAN WHO LAYSHED AT LOCKS.” % j b,
b " 0
| LA 0
h i g
— |
o .ﬁ\?wi{ b L)
5 . \
— - W/ ¢ ‘l
5 A THE MAIN
£ WINDOWS ARE
BARRED..NO DOUBT
VISITORS ARE
S . ' UNWELLOME ! Su7
o VANMYE STCK
- - GOES WHERE
= e [ ‘ HE CHOOSES.
- -
=] =

v an wveER RoOM OF
THE STRANGE TEMPLE. ..

THE UNBELIEVER
IS DEAD, MASTER...
AND THE STAR OF 7
RANPAWR IS KALIS.” /

SQ THIS I8
VEDAH'S SECRET
HIDE-QUT ./ A SHRINE
TO KALI, THE SAVAGE
GODDESS OF DEATH...

THE HEA, i

IT IS GOOD,
DVIN! WE WILL PLACE
IT WITH THE REST OF
THE WEALTH WE HAVE AMASSED|

OVER THE YEARS /

0 EEN . ™ b\ 4 :
LMCANNY £viES Wit WAkt [ RESPONSIBLE FOR A N 044”
A EVERY MOVEMENT. . . ) { HUNDRED UNSOLVED

‘ ' CRIMES WHICH HAVE . S ) - é‘ﬁ‘} JAN”J. STARK
W s e \SNOA NN
i 1"“!, THE 'wlgeas WERE W !iw-ﬁ [Scﬂpf rﬂf
s o BN ~ = CLUTCHES
OF THE
100l 2
FolLow
THE
EXCITEMENT
NEXT
WEEK!




danus sraex,
ESCAPOLOGIST -
e DRomARY
OF 7HE VETORMN
oA, HAD
IMBEESSED
INDIAN R,

KeAS SPRUNG 104

BUT NO MATTER. I HAVE
ALREADY TAKEN THE JEWEL
THE RAJAH PRESENTED YOU
WITH, UNBELIEVER... AND
NOW I SiidLs TAKE

] /A

Fin m\‘m‘\\

P~

um’aw.’mu 15 THE GODOESS

DEATZ/- AND NOT EVEN JANUS

STARK CAN ESCAPE HER /47AL
EMBRACE /

~

I HAVE A
MORE SUBTLE
DEATH IN MIND ...
FOR THE MAN WHO
LAUGHS AT LOCKS,

20 ’
MASTED ! THE
GODDESS KALI
HAS SEIZED

AN INTRUDER,

Vepasrs mencrman
SHOULDERED HIS
HUMAN BUROEN .« o




HELPLESS BODY
| OF NS STARK ...

THE WALL IS BUILT,
MASTER,.. AND NO-ONE
WILL EVER KNOW THAT
BEHIND IT LIES THE
FAMED JANUS
STARK A~

Tiery mmwores
LATERG, INSIDE
THIE NARROW
SPACE. . .

IT IS GOOD, DVIN./
AND NOW I WILL RETURN
70 THE HOTEL SUITE OF THE
RAJAH OF RANPAWR... 70
RELIEVE HIM OF THE

REST OF
FHE GLITTERING BAUBLESY

Bur 7HE FINGERS OF THE MASTER OF ESCAPE WERE
PANTASTICALLY SUPPLE ... AND PHENOMENALLY STRONG S

THE NEW
WALL OF BRICKS '}
RESISTS MY EFFORTS...
BUT THE MORTAR IN
THIS OUTER WALL
IS OLD AND
BRITTLE ,/

Flve Mwures Lamee, W4
DESERTED BELGRVIA SOUARE..

THEY HAVE SURIED ME |
ALIVES CAN 1 ﬁd}vPE e
OR I8 7HE CURTAIN TO
FALL AT LAST ON THE
DRAMATIC CAREER OF

VANUS STHRK 7

VOILE OF VEDAN'S
HENCHMAN. . «

l‘l’l"l

NAR! NOT A SOUL IN
SIGHT ./ £

. W
Yy “LONDON WHO COULD

VAN/SH THAT

QUICKLY »*

MIH g

THE MASTER
WILL RETURN
JON WITH, THE
JEWELS OF
RAJAH OF RANPAWR...
10 SWELL THE ?aw

N LOOT WHICH

BOR\ (a5 s occeer
s TEMPLE OF OURS/

danys sTapk HURRIED ACRO;
A LUXURY HOTEL IN MAYFAL. .

THIS IS THE 4
HOTEL WHERE
THE RAJAH IS
STAYING. NOW 9
70 CATLH THIE

WL LANOUS
HEDAN RFO- =




12

WsioE

THE SUTE OLLUPIED B

4 ﬂf INOIAN NABOS ...

Y:mmmmydrm
CHEST

wﬁ%

M. ..

-__1‘:‘

1 MUST ALLOW
THE VILLAIN NO

—

==

IT IS THE RASCAL

VEDAH, HIGHNESS..,

WITH YOUR JEWELS
IN HIE GRASP,”

TM.F 4 ffpwe PAJJ/{ WAS ROUSED BY THE

AFMM m...

THE POWERS
OF JANUS STARK

ARE SUPERHUMAN.
AND HIS BODY

OBEYS MO ANOWN
PHYSICAL LANS )/

S0 YOU'RE HERE, STARK .”
AND YOU'VE TRAPPED THE
SCOUNDREL VEDAH /! THANKS
TO YOUR TIP-OFF, WE
DISCOVERED THE PROCEEDS,
OF MANY CRIMES IN

THE VAUL;{ OF THAT

HAVE YOU RECOVERED JANUS
STARK'S OWN JEWEL, INSPECTOR ..

THE ONE 1 GAVE HIM ? VEDAH

YOU STILL UNDERESTIMATE
STOLE IT EARLIER 'DN]GHT MY

POWERS, HrGHNESS % w
THE VERY MOMENT
VEDAH STRUCK ME Down IN
HIS TEMPLE, MY FINGERS
WERE AT WORK/ I AdvE
ALREADY RELOVERED

THERE WiLL
B ANOTHER
INCRED/IBLE
AOVENTURE
FEATING
JANUE SN
W THE NEXT
(E5UE OF
‘EHasH!”




¥ THE INCREDIBLE A

“ «\\\\\\ﬂ

\ ‘I\‘\\\\\‘lﬁh\\\\\\\\.

\
R

Janus srark, Mav oF
MYSTERY, E5CAPIST AND
MASTER  OF HLUSION,

VICTORIAN LONDON. HERE,
AS JONAS CLARKE, A
RUNAWAY ORPHAN BOY,
HE HAD FIRST MET THE
AMAZING OLD MAN,
BLIND LARGO, WHO HAD
CUIOED HIM 70 FAME.. . .
\ o ////,/’/4////

/’4/

I

e
-

P” 1 KNOWS 'IM
NOW./ IT'S JANUS
STARK.” THEY SAY
'E'S ALWAYS GOT A
FEELIN' FOR US |,
POORER FOLK,

Ht

SaNys 57ARK HAD NEVER

FORGOTTEN HIS OWN
HUMBLE BEGINNING . ..

AMPREY'S

iy
!

\

AL

4

L Ay

x

\

\

DVENTURES OF

WHAT A FOUL PLACE
FOR CHILDREN 1O LIVE ./
'\ PErHAPS 1 CAN BE OF

' SOME HELP./

ALL £vES TURNED 7O THE LONG, ALMOST
RUBBERY HANDS. AND NEXT MOMENT. ..

WHERE'D 7HEY
COME FROM ?

Bur 1vE MAN WHO BAFFLED AUDIENCES WITH
HIE ASGTOUNDING FEATS SOMETIMES FORGOT
HIS AWESOME APFEARANCE ...

FUNNY- LOOKIN' v

COR, WHO'S THIS JliE55 ﬁﬁ‘l‘lii‘l’iﬂﬁﬁ\'
GEEZER 7 i ]

L
77/

NSRS

A\

D

@ 4/')/ /’

TP
7

BLOW ME,
I'VE NEVER SEEN
NOTHIN' LIKE 1T/

‘. . /

\ ')

i AAGHI TS S0 2
=Y ASPER LAMPREY AND
N L5 BULLY-BOYS.,”

Bur sypoEMLY THERE CAME THE CLATTER OF
HOOFS AND A COARSE, BRUIAL VOILE ..o

My WAY,

- ' i 0 7
= YOU SCUM.

petc |V B
OVERLEAF

Lovrmuep

i

13



o — - - 2 N RE I 1 ll-: - -
Eveevone scarreren w PANK.... ‘ A STRANGER ./ I AM MERELY TAKING A QT 1 i AN
EXCEPT ONE MAN 7 f WHAT ARE W | WALK / WHAT BUSINESS [ lg=s

]
g”l"l'll:t"—'-

YOU DOING AN 15 IT OF YOURS 7

M
sIR JASPER
LAMPREY, AND I
OWN THIS STREET M
AND IT8 PROPERTY. |7

CLEAR THIS LOT OUT, WITH ALL
THEIR MISERABLE STICKS OF
FURNITURE / THEY OWE ME

TWO WEEKS' RENT S

SO GET YOU GONE, STRANGER TAKE W11
YOUR WALK ELSEWHERE ./ ;

NEARLY GOT YER THEN, MATEY.” \
YOU'D BETTER SKEDADDLE AFORE
YOU GETS HURT./

AN INSULT TO
THE PIG [

ARGQ, MY OLD AND
HONOURED FRIEND

TORMENTING AND
CRUBHING THESE
POOR TENANTs

1 HEARD LAMPREY =3
WAS COMING. YE

CAN SEE HIS
FIENDISH WORK .

T=0F Wag AN INETANT'S
STUNNED SHENCE, THEN, ..

YOU HAVEN'T gar \j o 1 HERE ARE FIVE GOLDEN
FIVE SHILLINGS TO e = SOVEREIGNS, ENOUGH TO PAY

i~ ALL THE RENTS . TAKE THEM,
AND LEAVE THESE POOR
PEOPLE ALONE .”




HA,HA,HA. 5 » : YE'LL A4Y FOR
LOOK AT ot INSULTING THE
OUR PROUD 3 MASTER, MY

FINE FRIEND,

STIRENSIH OF A COLED STELL SPRING.”

THE ARM SEIZED BY THE THUG SEEMED THIN, YET /T CONTAINED THE MEANWHILE, BLIND LARGO AND OTHERS HAD BEEN 8USY... |

THAT'S THE TICKET,
BOYS / WE'LL UPSET
THESE RASCALS,’

SR JASPER HEAVED HIMSELF OUT OF THE RUBBEY!

N = 'Y TAKE HIM,
¥ - iy _E YOU CRAVEN

HAVING A

v - ROUGH RIDE§
HEH, HEH! Boys !

1 DON'T NEED

I'LL TAKE THESE IN PAYMENT FOR
WHAT YOU'VE DONE TO ME, JANUS
STARK..8U7 8£ WARNED,” I'LL

-

A

&WF?W'N ..
N & __é»;, x
- S

1) =

" CONTINUE THIS
PRAMATIC TALE
FEATURING THE |
INCREDIBLE JANUS |
STARK...IN YOUR |
NEXT ISSUE OF

"SMAS4.
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YOU'LL HAVE YOUR CHAMCE TO GET
B EVEN, LAMPREY./ TONIGHT I'LL COME 10
\ YOUR HOUSE -AND TAKE EVERYTHING

THAT IS YOURE... EXCEPT YOUR

70 GET EVEN WITH STARK. .. MISERABLE LIFE /

BUT AE HE LEFT THE MEWS
WHERE THE CONFRONTATION
HAD OCCURRED, JANUS
SHOUTED OUTr A4 80Lo
CHALLENGE ...

i

AN 50, THAT MIGHT, ACCOMPANIED BY

Jans staw- man oF BLIND LAREO, THE MASTER-ESCA
% _ BUND Laos0, THE - £SLAPYIST

YE WILL THAT,
LAD, AND LEAVE A
WAY IN FOR OLD
LARGO, HEH 7

A

kL

ICHED HIS DESTINATION .«
A= =

=

Meawnpe £, s JASPER,
SATISFIED THAT HIE HOUSE

WAS SECURE, WAS E/VING ANYTHING — 847 cAN
APARTY 70 HE GE|
WITNESS THE HUMBLING

LAMPREY P
OF JANUS STARK. .. T g ;

%

HE'LL SKULK
AWAY DEFEATED ./

Bur peoweive sKENTLY
ROUND THE HOUSE,
ANUS STARK HAD
ALREADY FOUND A
POSSIBLE ENTRANCE . ..

TEST ALL MY
POWERS, LARGO,
BUT THIS SHOULD
BE THE ONE
PLACE WHICH
WILL NOT BE
GUARDED.”

LAMPREY WILL HAVE
IT DEFENDED LIKE A
FORTRESS, BUT I SHALL
ENTER, TO TEACH HIM A
LESSON HE'LL NEVER
FORGET

Evew FoR THE AMAZING MAN OF MYSTECY,
THE BAY HE HAD CHOSEN CAUSED PAIN .. .

HIMSELF THROUGH THE GRATING ..

Bur ek By Wew JanUs .?Jﬁm’ FORCED

AAAGH! INSIDE,
1 MUST SUCCEED
IN MY TASK...I

DON'T WANT TO

RETURN THIS WAY.! 4

16

Weiim-Like, 7HE MASTER-ESEAPIST

FLITTED ACROSS THE CELLAR W

WHICH HE FOUND HIMSELF. . .
WA




GOOD EVENING,
SIR JASPER,” I
AM HERE, AS
PROMISED ./

THE FIRST GUARD NEITHER HEARD NOR SAW HOW FOOLISH OF THEM TO THINK HaLF-An-rHour LATER , THE
THE FANTASTIC INTRUDER THEY COULD LEAVE THE DOOR : CUARDS HAD ALL BEEN

- LOCKED BY TAKING AWAY THE " DEALT WITH, .. AND s/@
KEY.” MY OLD FRIEND WILL ASPER'S PARTY GASPED
500N MAKE HIS ENTRY,/ . e

AT A BIZARRE FIGURE ./

1T-1T'S IMPOSSIBLE.
THE 6-GUARDS,., THE
LOCKED DOORS ... THE
BARRED WINDOWS.,

Rt

YOU AND OTHERS
LIKE YOU, MY
FRIEND .7

Toi swanen s - THERE ARE ENOUGH OF US SR JASOES STCODE TO A THIS WAS OWNED BY ONE OF MY
JASLER TRIED M HERE TO OVERPOWER YOU. CORNER OF THE HALL ... ANCESTORS..IN IT HE PUNISHED
70 BLUFF... I WILL GIVE YOU ONE INSUBORDINATE PEASANTS, TWELVE
CHANCE / -1 HOURS IN THE HEAT OF THE SUN
5 | OR THE ICY COLD WAS ENOUGH
/ T = M alie 7O SUBDUE EVEN THE
1 _\;L Pl N MOST UNRULY ./
= e L _E v,
| 1 A G
—— " ~ ¥ N (S,
= L ] b BRIV, I/ | b3 N
=42 e 30 . A 3
e / AFYS
I e N \ 4
T \ u, s
7. N Sy &\ 55
AN S 4
‘ = :
=

AND WHAT 2
DO YOU SUGGEST ? y

T'LL WAGER ONE THOUSAND POUNDS \\ DD Bur 7eRE mas 4N h [ THE THING'S THEn SR JASPER REVEALED THE REST OF HIS PLAN
THAT Y0U COULD NOT ESCAPE IN = EXTIOA HAZARD., @ CONFOUNDED T8 DEFEAT THE MAN WHO HAD DEFIED HiM. . .
FIVE MINUTES AFTER BEING LOCKED - HEAVY #

INSIDE THIS /
HEAVE AWAY.
WHETHER HE
p f ESCAPES OR NOT,
VERY WELL! ¥ I\ HE WILL A4LL
) 7O HIS DOOM.”

THE ROPE,
WILL FALL . D'YOU HEAR ME,
.YOU SLIPPERY SCOUNDREL ?

I ACCEPT YOUR
CHALLENGE /

1 HEAR You!
BUT 1 SHALL
BE FREE BEFORE ,
THE ROPE SNAPS/

THEN, INCH BY INCH AND WORKING
AGANET TIME, THE MAN OF MYSTER
SQUEEZED HIS BODY OUT OF THE SLIT..

"7

ASTOUNDING! N2
THE MAN'S LIKE
RUBBER.

PRecistry ONE MWUTE LaTEe..... |

" By THUNDER,
HE'S UNSCREWED
THE HEAD ./ AN
AMAZING FEAT OF
STRENGTH AND
AGILITY.
INCREDISLE

HE'S 70O LATES
THE ROPE 15 (
ABOUT TO BREAK .

!

CONTINUED OVERLEAF..

g
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TRINNE INNN

Weo wirny
ANGER, SH@
SASPER SEIZED
A G

Vol SLRAVE T MAD ? 77
MADTZ¢L
e { ‘ NO, LAMPREY,
PAY, JASP A A‘ff__'.‘tes.@;':dlf : ] S0P - YOU CAN'T
- D ; g .

Avo wrew one |7

OF THE BEWILDERED

PARTY SUPPLIED I
0E LIGHT ..

Hisr ABOVE, JANUS
STARK SMILED AT
THE CONFUSION..

14

SQUEEZED THE

TRIEGER. ALL

THE LIGHTS
WENT OU7.”

“MY WATCH,
IT'S GONE -~

WHAT THE
DEUCE HAS
HAPPENED ? IT
MUST BE SOME
TRICK OF
STARK'S,/

THE WORST
BLOW FOR SIR

WHERE'S

A FRIGHTENED VOICE RAME HOLLOWLY FROM THE METAL SUIT... BUT JANYS STARK HAD VANISHED . V773
ey (e e — Z
. Z ]
Jo0 fooLe: HOW CAN WE
GET YOU OUT ?

WHERE ARE’

THE POWERG -
WHERE'S THAT

. e

S
: THEY'RE STILL ,Fd‘ J é,

4 PR
IN MY POCKET Y I Vi & 17 SEEMED LikE MAGK, FOR
YOU'LL HAVE TO i1 W NONE OF THE VILTIMS HAD
BREAK THE sulr p S \ (B £VEN ANOWN OF THE PROWLIMG
OPEN , SOMEHOW . : VERTES PRESENCE OF BLING LAREO.

IT Was soMm= TiME BEFOBE SIR0
ASPER AND HIS FRIENDS

DISCOVERED THIE TOTAL EXTENT P THERE
anis 5706 AND SND ks 5% METO A
FOR ME TO ASK
WERE /AR AWAY. THE DARKNERS: WHAT Y0U WiLL
LARGO ?’ YO0 ANV

JON VANLS

P STARK AGAN
WALLETS ANG | FOR ANOTHERS
HEH, HEH./ | : ACT7ON 'PACA’ED

ADVENTURE

IT WILL BE SOLD
AND THE MONEY GIVEN
TO THE FOLKS OF LAMPREY'S

GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK...
TILL WE MEET AGAIN ./




CARRY IT OUT
TO OUR CAB,
PORTER .”

Evew wirew 57
PANCRAS STATION,
THE MIGHT MIET
OF VICTORIAN
LONDON SWIRLED
COLOLY. CHILLING
TWO CERTAN
OFFICIALS OF
THE GOVERNMENT
WHO AWAITED

THE DELIVERY OF
A SMALL TOUNK. ..

BB thats As mAy BE-BUT
WE MUST OBEY His
INSTRUCTIONS ./

THE HANSOM

ARE _YOU THINKING
WAS READY...

WHAT I'M THINKING 7
IT'S IMPOSSIBLE- OUR
CHIEF MUST BE OFF
HIS HEAD /

v

|

)

! [
IF IT'S A HOAX,
THIS CHARACTER

NAMED JANUS STARK
WILL REGRET 1T/

THE MEN FROM THE MINISTRY ENTERED, AND
500N, HOOFBEATE ECHOED THROUSH THE
MURK OF THE NIGHT. ..

THEY SAY STARK'S

A CHARLATAN- A

TRICKSTER . BUT I
HAVE

__DouBTs...

,/ YOU'RE A FoOL .!
JUST LOOK AT
THE S/ZF OF

THAT TRUNK

~ -
MAN ALIVE.
IT- IT'S MOVING.”

ONE STRAP'S FREE!/
T'LL SWEAR IT
UNLOOSED ITSELF J/

Eseny, UNCANNILY, THE SECOND TS OPENING.!
STRAP JERKED FREE~ THEN ... SMITHERS , 1
i > TOLD vou..!

: ‘% 1
X ogall
MY OATH. IF
1 OIDN'T BELIEVE

THE SLIM FORM OF JANUS STtk - |\
MAN OF MYSTERY, MASTER OoF .

ESCAPOLOGY -~ UNFOLOED IV
INCREDIBLE FASHION

GENTLEMEN, I TRUST 2
I IMPRESS YOU 7 OUR =z
MANNER OF MEETING
COULD HARDLY BE
MORE DISCREET.”

ANYG STARK.”
THEN EVERYTHING
OUR CHIEF CLAIMED
MUST BE TRUE.

\
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THREE PASSENGERS WERE SOON
WITHIN THE HANSOM.. .

W, —

STARK, TWO SECURITY

MEN HAVE BEEN FOUND IN

MYSTERIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES.
THEY DIED OF FEAR.” 4

BRAYLTON IS
WEALTHY. HE HAG
POWERFUL FRIENDS
WHO MAKE HIM ABOVE
INVESTIGATION. OUR
DEPARTMENT .NEEDS
PROOF - BUT CAN'T
SHIELD ITS OWN MEN ./

EACH OF THEM

! WAS SEEKING

DOCUMENTS PROVING

; THE HONOURABLE

W1 DUBLEY BRAYLTON
&7 10 BE ASPY ./

SO IF You
AGREE 10 AID
US, AND GET
CAUGHT, THERE'S
NO HELP FROM

Us 0@ THE LAW.

THE SHADOWER GLIMPSED A VANISHING
FIGURE . . . 7
IT WAS STARK/

THE MASTER
WILL PAY ME
WELL FOR THIS
NEWS.NOT THAT

JANYS LETENED 70 ALL 7 THE TEST Sra0K's DEATHLY WHITE FACE
THE FACTS, THEN ... 2 INTRIGUES ME - WAS EXPRESSIONLESS, YET, ..
I'LL TAKE T/ ,
YOU SHALL SOMEONE
HAVE WHAT FOLLOWED US.”
YOU NEED... AH, YES, IN

aeivtn e
WORTHY OF 2! THAT RUNNIN'
ME. HE'LL DEVIL ...

NOT FIND
THAT £ DIE
OF FEAR )/

LARGO, FOCUS YOUR
BRAIN ON THE
DOCUMENTS I SEEK,”
WHERE ARE THEY ?
YOUR STRANGE SKILL
IS GREATER EVEN

THAN MINE /

7

BND LARGO AND STARK WERE MORE
LIKE FATHER AND SON...

Srack MADE FoR

A MEAN, RUBBISH -

LITTERED ALLEY...
L .

, nys

1 REQUIRE
THE ALL- SEEING
'EYES* OF MY OLD
TUTOR , BLIND LARGO!
His VISION COMES
FROM HIS MIND...

I SEE MANY
LANES ... MANY

YOU TAUGHT
ME 100 WELL,
LARGO, WHAT 1
HAVE To Do,

I MUST DO,

IT I5 MY
DESTINY ./

THE ROPE ~ THE
GIANT DEATH ROPE S
JANUS, KEEP AWAY
FROM BRAYLTON... AT
PERIL OF YOUR LIFE )/

THEN
TREAD WITH
CARE, LAD /

CONTINUED
OVERLEARF -




[ Tir DUDLEY BRAVLTON ESTATE LAY OUTSIOE LONOON, VAST WROUGHT:
IRON GATES SLITTERED DULLY W THE LISHT OF THE MOON ...

TWO MEN DIED
HERE-BUT THEY'LL
BE AVENGED.”I
SMELL AIR
DANK WITH
EVIL...

NEaxT WSTANT, JANUS'S FANTASTIC, RUBBER-LIKE Fa

l‘ .
BODY STARTED 70 CONTORT AND SQLRM . . . ; r " [}

THE DOCUMENTS
LIE SOMEWHERE IN
THIS MAZE!
WHATEVER GUARDS
THEM CAN KILL—-
AND KILL BY AfAde.”
ONLY THE 'PRINCE
OF ESCAPERS®
DARE ACCEPT

SUCH A
CHALLENGE ./

Onice rrrouew, we waery LI
SCOUTED THE GROUNDS... N

»:? ’ """-

£ Y2 At
‘MANY LANES...

MANY ROADS! LARGO

SAID... THE MAZE,”

HE MUST HAVE
MEANT THE MAzE/

S74RK ENTERED, HIS STEP A5 LisHT B
A5 A PRONLING CAT'S...

" EVERY PATH

MUST B
MEMORISED...I'LL
LET MY CANE
MARK THE
GROUND ,/

Unszewn, was 4
HEDGE ROSE — Ray
sEALG THE [
ENTRANEE, . .

Iy e sance s A e chinica oevice N | | ALz
WIEW iy e AA45
Fsﬂ%ﬁq‘s”vrts! 4 JANYE
m\ ! BLEN
! OLTWITTED
8 45
EViL
ADVERSARY 7
READ NEXT
MOADAY'S
ORAMATIC
CONCLUEON

21



DIBLE ADVENTURES OF
—— e

= e

A GIANT SEIDER,” T AM
SOUGHT BY THE TERRIBLE
DENIZEN OF THE WEB .”

L I MUST FIGHT FEAR ./

AAH! THE CLINGING
Sawws STACK— STRANDS TIGHTEN...1
UNEANNY PRINCE SEE CIRCLES OF FIRE.
%‘ 5?%?;’ SOMETHING 1S CRAWLING
TIMES — SOUGHT M THE EMTH
PAPERS PROVING : TR i
DUDLEY BRAVETON '
70 BE A 5°¥.

THO BRITISH
AGENTE HAD BEEN
FOLND DEAD
FROM FEAR, AND
THE PAPERS WERE
HIDDEN WITHIV

A MAZE ON
BRAVLTON'S E5TATE,
BUT WHEN HE
ENTERED THE
MAZE, STARK

WAS TRAPPED N
A MHUGE WES...

S7eEL FLASHED
FROM THE
FERRULE OF
ANYSE STARK'S
WALKING -STHEK v o«

THIS SLADE ./ 8RAYLTON ONE THRUST MADE THE FEARSOME o MECHANICAL DEVICE
HAS 1O KILL MEN BY SHAPE D/SINTEGRATE .~ ¥ s : =4 WORKED BY HOT AIR .
FEAR ...BUT HE CANNOT i — 7 - : ——-7 B’;?AA;;IEBD% 5?”#5% i

e / S A o 4
ILL REASON i ) 4 o ey dal

REASON IS AS KEEN AS THE TACKY THREADS PARTED, AND [’ ; p ; LAMP-LIT EYES. A

W 71 ceaver, Beaviions P W sie, STARK'S FREE ! HE'S

I'LL FREE THE MUNTERS, MARLOWE!
FERVANT WATCHED AGHAST. .. DANGEROUS —~ NOT LIKE _ -

STARK SHALL BECOME THEIR 1
PREY.” EVERY MAN'S COURAGE HAS #

A BREAKING-POINT, AND 1 MEAN
TO FIND A5 ./

HE INTRIGUES
ME — A WORTHY
OPPONENT. BUT
DON'T WORRY, MY
MAZE HAS MEVER
FAILED YET /

22



OHER TRAPS SLID OPEN r oW | Sraen weaeo e awesoms snaes ..,
WITHIN THE MAZE . .. i i o

JUNGLE CATS ! THE -
BRUTES HUNT BY
SCENT. IF THEY CLOSE
ON ME, BRAYLTON MAY
DECIDE IT SAFER
TO LET THEM

A MNUTE LaTER, ..

oF T

THE GREAT JANUS SioKx WORMED HIS WAY
STARK PROVED ALONG FROM ON HIGH. . .

CARELESS, MASTER.

HE THOUGHT YOU THE CENTRE OF THE

MAZE — AND THE

WOULD KILL oMLY
BY FEAR,) 'WHITE JAWS® MY OLD
: FRIEND, BLIND LARGO,
SAW IN HIS MIND.S
VAWS THAT SOMEHOW
HOLL THE FRECIOUS
DOCUAIENTE S

A WISE
PRECAUTION ON
MY PART. I TRUST
ANYONE WATCHING
WILL BE SATISFIED.

THE CRY I GAVE
SHOWS MY SKILL OF
VENTRILOQUISM ./

A ‘GIANT ROPE’
MAKES NO SENSE
TO ME . BESIDES...
I'M NOW THOUGHT
To BE DEAD ./

THE ROPE-—-
THE GUANT

JANUS, KEEP
AWAY FROM
BRAYLTON ./




A STRANGE DEVICE 5PRANG
FROM THE END OF STARK'S
CANE. ..

NOT THAT I'LL THRUST
MY HAND INTO THE

STONE JAWS, LARGO...
7H/E WILL BE
BETTER ./

".\‘\“\‘} \.n V.

SUCCEED! THE
2 DOCUMENTS

ThiE 7ERRIBLE CONLT
CONSTRICTED POWERFULLY.

==

Unworiceo unme 700 !
LATE, SOMETHING MOVED.[”

1-A4406H.” FOOL,

THAT I AM... 7HE

GIANT DEATH ROPE/
A PYTHON,

o

MASTER , IT'S
STARK - STILL
ALIVE. AND HE
HAS THE
PAPERS ./

BUT NOT
FOR LONG ! HE
WILL SMOTHER

IN THE COILS OF
MY ‘GUARDIAN"/
NO MAN CAN

ESCAPE FROM
THAT GRIP ./

MY...FINAL ...
CHALLENGE ... AND
I'LL NEED ALL
My POWER [/

b HE'S NOT
AHUMAN S HE - 4
HE S7RETCHED

HIMSELF .7

QuIC
THE DOCUMENTS ./
SEIZE THEM,
MARLOWE',

NO. IT's
IMPOSSIBLE.”

Suposmy IT WAS ALL OVER ..
ONLY THE PHTHON LAY DEAD. ..

Sweive cous ENTWNED
DUDLEY BRAVLTON ... AND
MACLOME FIRED WHDLY.,..

HE'LL LIVE TO GREET JUSTICE,
MARLOWE, NEVER FEAR.” AND 1
HAVE THE EVIDENCE 1 SOUGHT.”
MY TASK IS ACCOMPLISHED...
AND THE MAZE'S VICTIM 15

NOT JANUS STARK ..

ANOTHER ADVENTURE
WITH THE MASTER OF
ESCAPE BEGING IN

NEXT WEEK'S ISSUES




Hisy w 7w
REMOTE WILDNESS
OF A SOUTH WALES
VALLEY, JAMUS
STARCK ~ MASTER
OF ILLUSION AND
ESCAPE —~ WAS
TAKING TIHIE OFF
7O EXERLISE HIS
INCREDIBLE,
PUBBER-LINE
MUSELES . ..

N

o

RerresHED,
JANUE 8, ?PA"

o\

!

»wAND OVER ON
TO MY FEET./

AAH/TIS GOOD TO
FEEL THE POWER
AND FITNESS OF
MY BODY. THE
STRENGTH IN
MY LIMBS,..

i/ AFTER HIM, LADS./
TAN THE YOUNG
WHELP’S HIDE )/

STREWTH, WHAT IS
THIS 2 THREE MEN -
CHASING THAT BOY..7

rASPING WITH FM#‘ ﬂf

LAD LOOKED ROUNG

on HUPRY., THEY
B BE GAINiNG

ON Us..

Wiory, THE Boy TRIED 7O LEAP A
MOLINTAN STREAM, BUT NEXT MOMENT.

SUST THEN THAT JANUS JHEA’
LEAPT JO THE RESCUE .

HE'S DOWN ,
8Y GLORY.” YOU
TWO NAB THE
PONY — LEAVE
THE BRAT.
70 MES

(1> GAA.WHO N
¥ THE THUNDER-?
g b GET HiM, LADS !

ENOUGH, IF
IT'S A FIBHT YoU
WANT, THEN TRY
SOMEONE YOUR
OWN SIZE /
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7 WAS FIFTEEN MNUTES BEORE SADZV, THE B0
LED JANMYS ALONE
THE VALLEY.,. .

YES...BUT WHO?

ARE YOU, LAD 7
AND WHY WERE A
3

MY NAME BE IVOR MORGAN ,

MISTER, DAl WILLIAMG AND

HIS CRONIES ‘AVE TAKEN MY
TROTTER TO WORK AS A

PIT-PONY IN THE CLEDDAU

MINE, YONDER. WILLIAMS
IS PIT FOREMAN ...

DRY THOSE TEARE,
LAD/ WE'LL GO TO CLEDDAU Bur an Houe (ATER,
WHEN JANUS HAD
MALE His OFFER
TO MC. AUMPHITES,

THE MNE OWNER o . .

AYE, THAT'S 50. THERE

AMONG THEM. THEY'RE
MY HANDS ON FRESH

SOME SORT OF DISEASE
OFF FASTER THAN I CAN LAY

1'M SORRY, MR.STARK,
BUT WILLIAMS HERE

TELLS ME WE NEED EVERY
PIT-PONY WE CAN ’
GET RIGHT NOW,/

‘G

DYIN'
ONES/

AND SO, THAT MGHT..

W Y

o

e ST S0 B o e
MR. HUMPHRIES... : 2 WAY,/
WHO MAKES T P s
DECISIONS IN THIS
PIT? YOU...OR THIS
BEATER OF
CHILOREN P

SETTLED, NOTHING!
1 HAVE A FEELING
- [ L
5 o f S
CLAWS ON ME AGANN, 4 -y : THE EVE... AND TIS
CURSE 70U, AND I'LL,..PS . TIME 1 FOUND QUT WHAT,’

GOOD... THE NIGHT-SHIFT &
PREPARING TO GO

UNDERGROUND. I'LL JOIN
THEM. BUT UNSEEN ./

CONTINUED OVERLEAF




As THECAGE RUMBLED BELOW TH=
SURFACE, JANUS LEAPT FOR THE
MAN CABLE, . .

I'LL WRAP MYSELF ROUND
AND HANG ON. TO ANYONE
WHO PEERS OUT FROM
THE HIGHER LEVELS, I'LL
APPEAR TO BE NAUGHT
! MORE THAN A

Rezachms THE Borrom oF THE MOVE, vu
SHAFT, JANUS SLID SIKENTLY FOUR- L8GGED
TOWARDS THE COAL-FACE, AND 11+ c ! ~

BAG OF BONES§. ? i
.,LL...Pqu \a
o N i

~

11’8 WILLIAMS,
BY THUNDER ./ AND
LOOK AT THOSE
TROLLEYS - LOADED
SO HIGH, A 57£AM
ENGNE WOULD HAVE f
DIFFICULTY PULLING THEM,

'TIS MY GUESS
THAT HUMPHRIES,

As WiLiams Avo HE
CROMIES GAVE EHASE.
JAMIE WRIGELED
FRANTICALLY UNOER 4

Bur 45 JaMUs coEPT BACK TowarD
THE CAGE, HIS FOOT (L AT TERED
AGAINST A MINER'S PIEK 1es

THIS ... AND IT'S
TIME THAT
HE D/0 ./

Bur rven a5 HEe ceovcwen | | A marcw FaRED,,, ANO TOO

IV THIE DABKNESS, JANUS LATE, JANUS STARK REALISED

FELT A STRANGE, THE TRLUTH S

OVERWHELMING SENSE OF v

DOOM FitL HIS 8BODY... NO... NO. THERES A, ? 4
THE AIR...S0 DAMP, BRCKET O o8

SOMEHOW. SO CLAMMY. o

HE MUST BE UP

AHEAD, LADS, A LIGHT.
SOMEONE STRIKE A LIGHT...,

I MUST FIND
SOMEWHERE TO

THERE'S NO LVSEASE
AMONG THOSE PIT-
PONIES, THEY'RE JUST
BEING WORKED
Too HARD.

HIDE = THAT
SIDE SHAFT
wi

ves

/8 TH/E
THE END OF
ANUS SR
V./4.7 /4
NOT IO
M/SS THE
LAMATIC
CONCLYSION
OF TH/E
THLE VEXT
WEES IN

“SMASH!"
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Teving 70 5AvE A
YOUNG BOY'S PONY
AROM BEING: SENT
T2 WORK IN A
WELSH COAL-MINE,
SANYE STHRK,
MASTER OF MYSTERY
AND ESCAPE,
DISCOVERED THAT
FOR SOME REASON,
DAl WILIAMS, THE
CHIEF FOREAMAN,
WAS FORENG THE
ANMALS 7O DieAs
TRYCE AS AMUeH
COL AWAY FROM
THE COAL -FACE

HS THEY SHOLLD
HAWE DONE. THEN
ANUS WAS
SPOTTED, BUT ONE
OF THE FOREMAN'S
CROMIES STRUCK
A MATEH WV A
GIOE - TUAMVEL ves

SPOTIING A NARROW GAP
BETWEEN THE TUNNEL
FLOOR AND THE WRLL,
STHRK CONTORTED MHis
INCREDIBLE MUSCLES. . .

Once AGAN, THE MASTER -
ESCAPIET USED HIS
LINEANKY GIFT...

LAWKS,

LOOK THERE-—
'TIE STARK ./ THE
INTERFERING DEVIL
HAS SURVIVED ./

JANUE ROLLED HIS BODY INTO A BALL,
TRYING DESPERATELY 0 AVOID THE
THUNDERING CASCADE OF ROCAS ...

[ T 4
{ | ‘WY THE WHOLE
g ROOFS CAVING
INS I MUST
FIND covFe...

I MINUTES LATER, THE DUST SETTLED, AND A TINY CHINK OF
LIGHT GLEAMED THROUGH 7HE HEAPED RUBBLE...

UGUHA . .
I CAN JUST
DO IT/ ONE
LAST SQUEEZE
AND TLL
BE SAFE.

THAT CRACK
LEADS TO THE
MAIN TUNNEL .
WILLIAMS AND HIs
CRONIES MUST HAVE
STAGGERED CLEAR
IN TIME...1 MUST
REACH THEM ,”

THAT’6 RIGHT, 4 WE GET OUT. THE

ik bl ows ™ | | Sz geoa P eren mar
A N |

IS, I DON'T KNOW~ | MIGHT TAKE DAYS | WO TENSELD, ‘ R AT s

BUT WHEN WE GET / FOR A RESCUE TEAM = 3

OUT OF HERE, 1 TO REACH US... AND
INTEND TO y A LOT CAN HAPPEN
FIND OUT ./ IN THAT TIME ,~

BN

WATER .,
f LOOK YONDER...

IT'S POURING INTO
THE TUNNEL FROM ,
THE COAL-FACE ,




SWIETLY, THE MINERS RFPPED 4
MOLE W THE WOODEN PIPE.,
AND NEXT MOMENT. ..

HE MIGHT DO IT, ;
BY THUNDER...

SUCCESS...1'M
ON THE HIGHER
LEVEL/IF I
WIDEN THIS HOLE,
I CAN DROP INTO
THE_SHAFT
o [TSELF |

THE EXPLOSION MUST THEN WE MUST GET
HAVE DIVERTED AN OUT OF HERE TO A
UNDERGROUND STREAM. HIGHER LEVEL.CAN
THIS TUNNEL WILL BE , IT BE DONE 2
FLOODED WITHIN 7 )

THE HOUR ./

Y THERE'S AN ABANDONED GALLERY NO MAN EXCEPT JANUS STREX, MY
DIRECTLY ABOVE THIS ONE - FRIEND. GAIN ACCESS TO THE OLD

RUNNING AT RIGHT-ANGLES 1O IT, SEAM, AND 1 CAN HACK A HOLE

BUT THE ONLY DIRECT LINK IS IN THE ROOF TO HAUL

: THAT AIR-SHAFT. .. EVERYONE UP,/

YES...AND
NO MAN ALIVE
COULD SQEEZE HIS
WAY THROUGH A

TWO-FOOT PIPE [/

STREWTH,..TIS TIGHT,
EVEN FOR ME.”BUT THE
PIPE IS STARTING TO BEND

CareruiLy WORKING OUT THE DISTANCE HE
HAD TRAVELLED, JANUS GRABBED A
BUETY PICK AND BEGAN 70 DIs.

-
s

TWENTY MINUTES
LATER ...

LOR,
LOOK THERE .
I HE'S DONE IT/
| HE'S 7HROUGH.”

HERE. FASTEN THESE
CANVAS SLINGS UNDER
EACH PONY¥ ./ WE'LL

HOIST THEM
CLEAR FIRST.ss
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Sioney BUr SURELY,
THIE FANTASTIC
REGLUE OPERATION
GO7 LNDER WAY...

AND ONE BY ONE, MEN AND
ANMALS WERE HAULED BACK FOOM

AND 45 JAMUS REACHED DOWN Tt
HELP WILLIAMS P, THE FﬂﬁMAﬂ
JERKED M 5‘;4#:462—25". .

THE BRWA OF DEATH . UNTH ...

ONLY WILLIAMS TO COME /
YOU MEN HEAD FOR THE
MAIN LIFT-SHAFT AND
CONTACT THE SURFACE...
WE'LL FOLLOW IN A
COUPLE OF,
MJNUTES.

FOOL.
HE 5 GIVING 'MEe
E VERY
CH‘ANEE 1 NeD,’

FLOUNDERING W THEE #LO0DED TUNNEL ,
JANYS LOOKED UIP. .. AND FLIRY
FLASHED IN HIE EVES ./

YOU'RE WASTING YOUR

TIME REACHING FOR THE

ROPE, MY FEIEND s
700 LATE

STRETCH, JANUS...
STRETCH YOUR
ARM AS YOU'VE
NEVER STRETCHED
IT BEFORE

HA HA,HA !
FAREWELL, STARK.”
f,ﬂfa”ﬁ.j”" ' ON_YOUR UNFORTUNATE
PUIVERED & SLIP TC CERTAIN DEATH .
UNDER THE
SUPERHUMAN
EFRORT. . THEN

NNO)S 1-1 BON'T
BELIEVE IT....

CRABBED THE
EOGE OF
THIE HOLE. AND..

THEN HERE IS
SOMETHING You
Wil BELIEVE,
DA! WILLIAMS .
-

AN HOUR LATER, IT WAS ALL OVER... AND JAM"(/.“ STARK
STO0D CALMLY IN THE OWNER'S OFFICE..

.—-—‘—""V WELL, MR. HUMPHRIES,

WHAT SAY YOU? WAS
I RiﬁHTPfBOUT W%IAMS

CRONIES 7

YES, INDEED.”
THAT VILLAIN HAS
BEEN FALSIFYING THE
PRODUCTIVITY REPORTS
FOR MONTHS. WORKING THE
PONIES TO DEATH BY DOUBLING
THEIR LOADS, AND SELLING L
THE EXTRA COAL TO THE
HIGHEST BIDDER.”

BUT THANKS TO YOU, STARK, IT WON'T
HAPPEN AGAIN... AND YOUNG
MORGAN HERE CAN HAVE HIS PET
PONY BACK UNHARMED .”

YES!'TWAS A LUCKY
DAY INDEED, WHEN
YOU 'APPENED ALONG,
SIR, NOW I MUST

THANK YOU FOR —

%gﬁﬁ; gfgﬂgﬁfmﬁ: OFF... FOR JAMUS STARK WAS ”Z’fgi
] HE'S A STRANGE ONE,
IO EVN WAl 10 ANOTHER
7 ORAMATIC
TALE
FEATUENG
- A JINE
LRAve s rmis | szevw
Be Uity Ae et YOURNEXT
SRS Mo SUASH'S




Aw aneo ceomp -

WHIH INCLUDE
NERELAPERMEN, THE

POOR AND THE THEY SAY
VERY WEALTHY THE LAW

ARE GONNA

PACKED NEAR THE
STOP IT...

RALWAY TRACK
LINKING VICTORIAN
YT THE

KELRICK . BUT T
WAS MORE THAN THE
AELBICK EXPRESS
;ffiﬁy WA/TED TO

"THIS FEL

JANUS STARK

P2

KNOWS

NO
FEAR AT ALL/

WaiNey, INSPECTOR PARKER AND A CONSTABLE

TRIED 7O FIGHT THROUGH THE EROWD ...

MAK$ WAY THEPE.I : l‘lH—u v I

IT'S THE POLICE . :
' WHO'RE YoU _Y

"ETS THROUSH. N\ sHoviNG cuLLy?

MEANWHILE, JANLE STARK — FAMED MAN OF MYSTERY ~
LAY CALMLY ACROSS THE RAILWAY TRALK ...

; e = |4 e

AIN'T EVEN
STARTED 1O
MOvE YET ./

WHEN'S 'E
GOING TO TRY
TO ESCAPE ?

HERE'S THE
EXPRESS NOW.”

Sziex WAS THE UNCANNY GENLIS WalOM NO
CHAIS OR FETTERS COUD HOLD.. .

DNLOOKERS CAUGHT THEIR BREATH /N HORPOR.,,

'E AIN'T
GOING TO
MAKE 1T/

I HAVE EIGHT SECONDS.

A TRUE ARTISTE MUST
NEVER DISAPPOINT His

PUBLIC BY HASTE,”
. SR &
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Reroerses avo
WEALTHY SPORTSMEN
FLOCKED AROUNL
STARK ...

Nexr momenr. ..

HE -HE's S@£E./
ME'S DONE T/

] '7_

BY GEORGE,
1 WAS NEVER
HAPPIER TO PAY
UP A WAGER,”

MY FEE
1S TWO HUNDRED N
GUINEAS, GENTLEMEN...
PLUS ANOTHER
HUNDRED FOR THE /]
WAIFS' ORPHANAGE ./  ~

BEHOLD,
GENTLEMEN ./

CONFOUND YOU,
STARK, YOU HAD
E SCARED STIFF,”

SURELY YOU
DON'T WISH TO
MANACLE ME T

A pismiEEo man
N TERVENED

1'M GREGG FARLEY,
INSPECTOR . MIGHT 1
SUGGEST IT WOULD BE
WISER TO CONSULT YOUR
SUPERIORS ? MR. STARK
15 MY GUEST... IF
HE'LL ACCEPT THE
INVITATION-?Z

MR. STARK,
YOU'RE UNDER
ARREST. AS YOU
WELL KNOW, THIS
DISPLAY WAS
FORBIDDEN...

HA, HA, HA!

THEY'D BE

WASTING THEIR
TIME ¢

THAT'S THAT/ IT's

NOT WORTH MY

RANK TO OFFEND
FARLEY...”

... AND NOW YOUR =
REAL REASON, MR.FARLEY!
WHAT DO YOU WISH
OF JANUS STARK ? THERE
1S f£42 BEHIND THE
CURTAIN OF YOUR EVES.”

YOU - YOU'RE UNCANNY, MR STARK!
YES, 1 KNOW FEAR- FEAR OF THE

THE ‘GHOST LIGHT'I KNOW I MUST
FOLLOW WHEN I SEE IT
THREE TIMES...”

Suoosmy...

BY ALL THAT'S
INCREDIBLE .. 458
GONE! VAN/SHED.”
STARK , WHERE
ARE YOU 7

I'VE SEEN IT TWICE —
THE NEXT TIME, I MUST
FOLLOW,’ IT COULD LEAD TO
DEATH, AND I'M TERRIFIED.” IF
ANY MAN CAN HELP ME
CONQUER FEAR, IT is YOU....




LET GO, SIR ./ ARE
YOU INGANE 7

A wrire -raceo
COALHMAN COULD
HAVE FOLD FARLEY

P 7 .

{ MERCIFUL HEAVEN —
THAT TREE / IT'S
FALLING IN' THE
WIND -,/

==
~ THE REINS,
MAN- GIVE ME

THE REINS

WEAKENED
ELgIS %N BE
ALMOS MADE FALL,

STALRK?’ ¥H?5'2T|Hg‘ My DEAR FARLEY.’
NO ESCAPE FROM 1 SAW IT sway
THE CURSE OF THE , BEFORE WE EVEN
FARLEYS / THAT TREE, Jssmgty, NEARED T,
; FOR INSTANCE ... ¥ .

AH, A
LITTLE 700
CLOSE FOR
COMFORT, ,
METHINKS,

Bur as ey eracED
THE GdLLERY., , .

NO! sSTARK,
LOOK...IT'5 THE
GHOST LIGHTL

PREPARED THE
ROOMS, SIR /

AH, THANK
YOU, LISTER ./
COME, LET ME
ESCORT YOU,

MR. STARK ,”

ALY § RS

OUTSIDE, DRIFTING LIKE A WiLl-0'- THE - WISP', . < ; " = &/ IT CALLS ME ... 1

MUST GO,” THERE
IS NO EGCAPING
THE ‘CURSE"...

1

NO, FARLEY...
EVEN EVIL MAY
B8E MASTERED /
THIS IS MY

PROFESSION .2
SHALL GO IV

YOULMR PLALE.”

[——

s

4

AN il JAaVUS COMBAT THIS STRANGE AND
QN A iE POWER? READ ON NEXT WEEK )
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anys sTaRK —
MAFTER OF
MYETERY AND
HLUSION N
VICTORIAN ENGLAND -

FARLEYS. WHEN
FARLEY WAS
ABOUT 7O 8F
LURED FROM &
HOUSE By THE
UNCANNY GHOST
LIGHT S‘TAPK
STOPPED M
,wa ELECTED 729
EO W IS PLACE S

THE INCREDIBLE ADVENTURES OF

NO, STARK. NOf
THE LIGHT CALLS
ME T MUST
FOLLOW-.”

STAY, FARLEY.
YOU ASKED FOR i

My HELP - AND you YA

LT |

‘J e

TAKE YOUR PLACE ... :ﬁ
7 SHALL BECOME

3 GREGE FARLEY,”
g ]

SUDDEMY, GREGE FARLEV

WAS ALONE ...

HE COULD

TARK AND FARLEY WERE PO{/&"’ZV THE SAME
HEEHT AMO BULD, ., p :

THIS - THIS
15 MADNESS,”
IT BRANDS
ME A cowarp,.!

KEE
INSIDE — YOUR
LIFE MAY DEPEND
ON IT.) I HAVE
MANY SKILLS BUT
YOU HAVE ONLY
ONE LIFE,’

L A Wit -0t THE -WisP THE
MYSTERIOUS LIGHT HOVERED AHEAD ...

IT TRAVELS
OUT OVER THE
FENS. IT SEEMS 1O
BE LEADING ME
SOMEWHERE ...”

BE GOING TO
His DEATH, AND
EVEN THAT MIGHT
NOT SAVE ME ./
THE SUPERNATURAL
CANNOT BE TRICKED ...

EVIL AND
DANGER ARE
CLOSE NOW. 1 CAN
ALMOST FEEL THEM,.
BUT THE PRINCE
OF ESCAPERS HAS
PASSED THE POINT,
OF NO RETURN ,

o] CONTINUED OVERLEAF.,



A DISTHNT SHADOW LALSHED MOCKINSLY. . . |

b DIE,
JANUS STARK ./

=== DID YOU AND

' GREGG FARLEY

HA
GHOST LIGHT WiLL
RETURN FOR ITS
. TRUE VICTIM.
YOUR LIFE 1§
RUNNING

THE LIGHT
DECOYED ME INTO
THE SWAMP... YET

R

His MOVEMENTS HIDDEN UNOER
THE COVER OF DARKNESS, HE
WORKED DECPERATELY. .

o eteen \\“‘\\\\\\\\\ \'&

Sriex's BODY CONTORTEDAS

FIF.M.’H MM oF A?Uﬁ
7,

GOODBYE

MR. FAMOU
STARK ./ NOW THE
REAL GREGG FA%REV

CRY HAS FOOLED
SOMEONE ./ WHEN THE
MOON IS UNCOVERED,

THE LAET LA
COULD BE MINE ,/

SIR, SIR...
M-S THE
GHOST LIGHT,/

1 KNEW 1T/ IN
MY WEAK COWARDICE
I LET A BRAVER
MAN GO TO_HIS DEATH.’
THERE'S NO ESCAPE/ :T
COMES FOR ME N

A seews-rropelisD Bae8
FLASHED TO 175 MARK.”

HE FOLLOWS
A PATH. THIS
LAST SHOT SHOULD
CARRY ME TO IT...
JANUS STARK

DEFIES DEATH
TO THE END ./

35



[ Wexr momenr, e G : o A OO | A Fioues seeans
FLOATING FALE" . ] - Wl | ~coit s BUsHES..
GEEMED TO EXPLODE... ‘

S =R\ N Y SR , ! .

IT-1T VANIGHES ./
WHAT’S HAPPENING 7
WHAT DOES IT MEAN 7

THE TITLE WILL BE

MINE ! THE SWAMP CAN

HAVE YOUR BODY
AFTERWARDS ,/

" yOU BURST IT— N g
BURST THE G
FILLED BALLOON.'YoU i
Néﬁf%ﬂ;ﬁ;yﬂ . E <. / TN ¥ ‘ GREGG FARLEY,”
FRIEND .7 : i .

£ FAoL£V'S SERHANT HAD COME
Thie AsSASSIN Mm:;o, :y; w m# ra;?... » _ L ; LR EVE SO i oM
HE-HE'S COLLAPSING. Y2 25
AM 1 IMAG

INNG 1T.,.7 V7 T N =~ . o HOLD 'SPy AND TRAITOR 1

WHAT %D?STAEK HOUSE MUST HAVE WARNED
OUR UNCONSCIOUS FRIEND.” %
IT WAS OBVIOUSLY Jo4..~;

PAINTED BALLOON FILLED WITH GAS WERE OUR CARRIAGE, I KNEW IT WAS NO
T0_MAKE SOME RELATIVE OF YOURS THE JIll ACCIDENT. YOU CAN CALL THE POLICE,
NEXT OF KIN AFTER YOUR DEATH.’ fl AND TOMORROW SEND MY FEE- ONE
BUT HE AND YOUR TREACHEROUS HUNDRED GUINEAS —TO THE LOCAL
SERVANT ARE NOW AT YOUR ; ORPHANAGE .” JAMUS STARK HAS
. o MERCy.’ S FINISHED ANOTHER ALT ..
v sk TRIVMPHANT . "

2 FARLEY, THE OLD CURSE LEGEND AND A ¥ W WHEN THE TREE ALMOST FELL ON

——

i Awvormee peamarne Tz
{1 STARRNG JANUS STRRK BEGING
W YOUR NEXT “SMAsH =7




= : : == [ i S

THE EAME OF PAH! THERE ARE i 2

MASTeR oK = [ &SeNT Ic OF Ea T INDEED, R O M5 vou

TE | 5

MVS‘TERVOAND i EXPLAN; a7l : R 5 THINGS — MECHANICAL
ESCAPE — HAD i 7 ; T i1l ;
SPREAD FAR AND k

WIDE IN VICTORIAN
LONDON, AND HE
WAS INVITED TO
LECTURE TO I

EARNED SOCIETY.

ANY OF THE
SCIENTISTS!
SCOFFED, AND

BRANDELLE; NOTE
MECHANICAL
ENGINEER

S0/ THAT N!GH.. : : : K| | $IR HECTOR SEEMEDR

S ” vl FRIENDLY, HOWE

JANUS STARK HAD ONLY TO WAIT A FEW MOMENTS. SUDDENL
THERE CAME THE SQUND OF WHIRRING AND Y

attoeR Ty
DOES THINK HE

- CAN TRAP THE

8 GREAT JANUG STARK

0 |Z=Z

m CONTINUED OVERLEAF ...
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¥ iT TOOK ONLY SECONDS FOR THE MASTER
ESCAPIST TO EMERGE CALMLY

——
,—/!w OLD FRIEND,
BLIND LARGO, TAUGHT
ME THAT NO LOCK CAN
REMAIN CLOGED
ABAINET ONE WHO
{ UNDERSTANDS ITS
k,kws GTERIES!

0! THE

FTHE MAN IS SURELY p
PLEYING WITH ME
<..HE MUST KNOW
IT PRESENTS NO

PROBLEM/

HEH, HEH!
NO POUBT HE CAN
Y ESCAPE ﬂll MY TRAPS F
+.-EXCEPT THE .
FIN&L GNE !

MELNWHILE, JANUS STARK
WAS TACKLING THE GRILLE ...

WELL DONE; STARK! Eu"i' | EXPECTED
YOU TO PASS THAT TEST—| HAVE HEARD
OF YOUR STRANGE ELASTICITY OF

BODY, NDW TRY MY NEXT LITTLE 4
—-__,__

ONTRAPT! OI\.'

d NEXT MOMENT, A CATCH cuchD AND |
THE WALL SWIVELLED OVER .




A MOVING
STAIRCASE!
INGENIOUS /!

SLOWLY THE PRIMITIVE ES‘C/JLATO:?
CLAMKED UPWAPD.S‘

¥ 1T SEEMS | AM BEING
J CARRIED TO THE TOP OF
I THIS ABODE FOR THE NEXT
LITTLE ADVENTURE. A
DROP INTQ SOME
BOTTOMLESS WELL,
PERHAPS ?

CONFIDENT AS HE WAS, EVEN S'TA&’K WAS NOT PREPARED
FOR THE NEXT PR
INCIDENT .

A DROP,
INDEED — BUT
INTO WHAT >

... AND CRASHED PAINFULLY
INTO A STEEL BOX !

JANUS STARK DID NOT H;’

HEAR THE MOCKING )7
LAUGHTER OF SIR
HECTOR BRANDELLE...

HA, HA, HA’TH!S‘
IS MY FINAL TRAP,
STARK—THE TRAP
FROM WHICH YOU CAN
NEVER ESCAPE/

/K—Wof“v—-_
A [ MUST,.. FREE
{ MYSELF.! SOMEHOW

| FEEL MY VERY
LIFE DEPENDS
e ON T/

HELPLESSLY, HE SHOT DOWN THE
HEAVILY—- GREASED CHUTE . . .

IN THAT INSTANT, THE DOOR OF THE
STEEL BOX CLANGED SHUT. ..

STEEL CLAMPS,..
AND A STRANGE LOCK!/
THEGE | CAN MASTER
IN TIME, AND ESCAPE
-~ ++ BUT TC WHAT?

il e

SOUNDILESSLY
THE 'DOME' OF
THE STRANGE
HOUSE ROSE
UP INTC THE
MIGHT SKY...

FAREWELL, ~
JANUS STARK! MY

MECHANICAL GENIUS
HA% B

END Or— u’ANUS‘ STAPKJ
] YOUR NEXT ISSUE !
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VANUS STARK —
MASTER DF MYSTERY 4
AND ESCAPE IN
VICTORIAN LONDON
—HAD BEEN
CHALLENGED BY
FAMOUS ENGINEER
$IR HECTOR
BRANDELLE TO VISIT
HIS HOUSE AND

BE SHOWN SOME |
MECHANICAL TRICKS.
STARK PASSED
THROUGH VARIOUS
MECHANICAL
HAZARDS UNTIL HE
FOUND HIMSELF
CLAMPED IN A
STEEL BOX...
UNAWARE THAT IT
WAS ATTACHED 10 |4
A BALLOON SOARING ¢
INTO THE SKkY /!

GoN |

PAINFULLY, SLOWLY, JANUS
STARK EASED HIS RUBBERY
BODY FROM THE CLAMPS ...

NETRETTLA

S

R

| WISH BLIND LARGO
WITH HIS DELICATE TOUCH
WERE WITH ME NOW/
THIS 1S A BRILLIANTLY
CONCEIVED LOCK...BRANDELLE
IS INDEED A MASTER
OF THE MECHANICAL
CRAFTS /

ENJOY YOUR
LAST ESCAPADE,
JANUS STARK! You
WILL DRIFT
ENDLESSLY UNTIL
YOU LAND IN SDME
DISTANT DCEAN...
THAT IS IF yoUu
DD NDT PERISH

SOMEHOW, STARK REALISED HE
WAS IN DEADLY DANGER. ..

AAAAGH! | DON'T
KNOW WHAT FATE QIR]
HECTDR HAS IN

STORE FOR ME-—BUTY{
| SHALL DEFEAT

MUST ESCAPE
WITH ALL SPEED

THERE IS LITTLE &

AIR IN THIS
CONFOUNDED

BUT THE MASTER-ESCAPIST
FELT NO SENSATION TO
WARN HIM THAT THE
BALLODON HAD RISEN TWO
Q}H(UQAND FEET INTO THE

/ SILENCE !
DEATHLY SILENCE!/
AND THE FLDOR :
... IT SEEMS TO
TILT A LITTLEY /

| AH! FRESH
/AR AT LAST/

\Y SOMEHOW | HAVE
BEEN TRANSPORTED
INTD THE DPEN..!




CONFIDENTLY HE PUSHED OPEN THE DOOR : ' X
ZAND FROZE IN DEADLY PERIL ! - , -

" BY ALL
THE POW,

{ AM FLYING
IN SPACE!

= 4 BALLOON!
SIR HECTOR'S FINAL
TEST— AND THE ONE
5 LIKELY TO SEE THE END
OF JANUS STARK...
UNLESS | CAN DEFEAT
HIM THROUGH MY
= OWN SKILL /

CALMING HIS SCREAMING NERVES, THE MAN oF JIR = . =
MYSTERY SAT DOWN IO THINK . . z = T == DEABED waNiS STARK
- ‘ M‘“ AR -

Y TO BE OVER THE
ENGLISH CHANNEL/
THE WIND COULD

MUST BE TO CONTROL
THIS FLOATING )
DEATH-TRAP! i

IF | CAN RELEASE
SOME OF THE GAS, PERHAPS
| COULD DESCEND SLOWLY
... AND LAND SOMEWHERE ft
IN FRANCE ! g

THEVILVE REEASEE TO SRASP 4 DAWN
E - APPROACHED, STARK

SAW SCATTERED

LIGHTS BELOW. ..

| AM NEAR A TOWN
R CITY ! ONE LAST EFFORT
ND | MAY BE SPARED.TO
CONFRONT THE SCOUNDREL
BRANDELLE !

5 — AN INSTANT LATER, THE
WHAT 1S IT ¢ 9 SHROUDS TORE AWAY FROM
! SOME CHURCH TOWER... THE RIPPED BALLOON AND
A POINTED SPIRE? / JANUS STARK FELL . . .




4 EARLY WORKMEN COMING TO COMPLETE THE b
BUT FORTUNATELY JANUS CRASHED . LAST STAGES OF THE MIGHTY PARISIAN .
ONTO A HIBH PLATFORM . . . 2 S = .AZ‘U.'LD.’NG LAW A4 FANTASTIC

¥ IGHT . . .

PARBLEL!

MUST BE A
MADMAN /

7 BY ALL THE WONDERS OF ==
THE WORLD, | HAVE BEEN SAVED & -
BY THE EIFFEL TOWER, WHICH §
IS ALMDST COMPLETED AND
READPY FOR THE GREAT
PARIS EXHIBITION J

THAT NIGHT, SIR HECTOR BRANDELLE SAT

LATER, STARK VISITED HIS PARIS AGENT...
= ALDNE IN HIS STUDY, GLDATING. ..

' ! AM UNDER THE IMPRESSIOD
| HAVE ALREADY APPEARED, MY
FRIEND ! THE ENGLISH MASTER

OF MYSTERY AND ILLUSION —
FOUND ON YOUR MAGNIFICENT
EIFFEL TOWER. HOW DID HE
GET THERE 7 5

HA! SUPERB
MY VICTDRY IS
COMPLETE

NEXT MOMENT, A CHILL IN THE AIR
MADE SIR HECTOR WHIRL . . .

BY THUNDER!
WHAT IS IT?

bt

-

JI YES, YOU VILLAIN,
Vi ALIVE AND WELL! T IS A
¢] PITY YOU WAD NOT SEEN
| TopAY'S EDITIONS OF THE
F| PARIS NEWSPAPERS, DR
YOUR EVIL JDY MIGHT
HAVE BEEN TEMPERED

PALE-FACED, SIR HECTOR SLUMPED GASPING
IN HIS CHAIR, BUT HIS DRDEAL WAS NOT OVER..

YOU WILL WRITE THE FULL STORY OF ™
HDOW YOU TRIED TO FINISH ME, BRANDELLE/
FOR MY GILENCE, YOU WILL ALSOD PAY
FIVE HUNDRED GUINEAS,
WHICH | SHALL GIVE TD
\ THE PODR DF LONDON/
\ " WRITE, you

_SCOUNDREL! _

’>/\;E5, VES! N\

IN CAGE YOUR FRENCH
1S PDOR, | WILL READ THE
HEADLINES FOR YOU. ..
VANUS STARK, ENSBLISH
MAGICIAN EXTRADRDINARY, §
PERFORMS MOST AMAZING |
FEAT... LANDS UNSEEN /
. ON EIFFEL TOWER! "’ d

L~ = f : ; / P
L «l Vs
You CAN READ ANOTHER DRAMATIC ADVENTURE
OF JANUS STARK ... NEXT WEEK!




As 4 7EAM OF HORSES
CAREERED FORWARD .
AN EXCITED ROWD
BREATHLESSLY WATCHED
THE L ATEST DACHNG

JANYE STARK, FAMED
PRINCE OF ESCAPERS IV
VICTORAN TIMES . . .

o et o

IBLE ADVENT

==

';"?::;’f'

THE:)’(RE

W,

A 5 MUST HAVE
NERVES OF
STEEL /

FANCY
) E’ RISKING YER

- LIFE_FOR FIVE ,
] 'UNDRED GUINEAS .

PEOPLE
HAVE BEEN
KILLED IN

A sroemy, PowECFL
WD WAS BLOWING. . .

BUT HOW
CAN HE GET

ﬂ;

4 IMPORTANT —

HOW DOES HE
GET DOWN .2

/75 FETTERS o0 o

STaeK'S FANTASTIC RUBBER- LIKE
BOOY BEGAN TO TWIET WITHIN

THIS IS THE EASY PART.

MAKES ME DO
DANGEROUS THINGS...

ST

./ SOMETIMES 1 WONDER WHAT
THESE

Fap BELOW, AN AWED CROWD GASPED. ..

By u st ?TIE!.'AT
ALl THAT'S @ THE LEAST

/
{ WONDERFUL..! F 77

THERE'S A STORM
BLOWING UP,/

——

HURRY .
HURRY ./

NEXT MOMENT, THE SKY SEEMED 70
OPEN WITH A S$/1ZZLING FLASH ./
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STaeK AND KITE WERE SWEPT ALONG IN

d OH, NO.' THE LINE'S
BROKEN THE TEETH OF THE GALE ./

THE KITE
IS LOOSE/ JANUS
STARK IS IN
DEADLY DANGER.

CONTRIVANCE BREAKS
UP, 1 WILL HAVE MADE
MY LAST ESCAPE / IT
SEEMS A PITY THEEE ]

= NO AUDIENCE ./

HORSES

B e il B [T o -
STARK LIVED BY ... : ; b | Aoe pzes T THERE'S WATER
: : . e PELOW. PACENG o
& I HAVE BEEN g = : BENEATH ME...
MANY THINGS — 5 7 gy

BUT SELDOM
AFRAID ... ACCEPTING
\ DEFEAT DOESN'T

_ COME EASILY ,”

Bur THE STRAN HAD
PROVED 70O MUCH FOR
IHE A‘/fE SUDDENLY. ..

LAND... AN
ISLAND ./ I'M NEAR
TREE-TOP HEIGHT,”
IF 1 CAN ONLY
MAKE THE LINE
CATCH IN SOME

BRANCHES ..+

Oy sTeK'S UNCAMNY
AGLITY SAVED HIMl

SHADES OF

LUCIFER / VUNGLE
5&'457'5.’ BUT NOT

) LIVING .. THEY 'RE
ONLY MODELS,”

OF DANGERZ WHAT
CAN BE WRONG ?
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Lirer£55 ExriBiTs —
EERILY NATURAL —
WERE EVERY WHERE,”

WHAT KIND
OF ESTATE IS
THIS 7 A MENAGERIE
" OF ONCE-LIVING
Il CREATURES.” BUT
" N WHO DOES IT
B BELONG TO

-

®
X

( "

L

\“\- \

M1
M’ ' 1-4‘:!'!"[‘ ‘!

Bur 45 JaNUS STARK MOVED FORWARL,
SOMETHING CLOSED WITH VICIOUS FORLE .

{

Ny
A MAN-TRAP.”
WHAT HUMAN

FIEND SET THAT

FOUL DEVICE 7

You COME

<
WERE TH(JS'/" BACK, WITH Us ./

]

STARK FOLLOWED HIS £ESLORT TO

JANUS STARK,!
I RECOGNISE
YOU FROM THE
NEWS - SHEETS,” PERMIT
ME TO INTRODUCE
T™% MYSELF,..COLONEL
LEMAYNE ./

5 AN UNUSUAL
WELCOME , COLONEL ,
AM I A GUEST...
OR A PRISONER 7

AS YOU MAY KNOW, I
HAVE HUNTED EVERY THING —
UNTIL BOREDOM FORCED
MY RETIREMENT

THAT 16
NOT QUITE THE
STORY 1T HEARD,
vOU ARE A BRAVE,
BUT DANGEROUS AND
RUTHLESS MAN, COLONEL //

=

\ i

..
A

S0 ARE YOU, MR. STARK,..50
ARE JOU.” WE MUST HUNT v
TOGETHER - ONLY JO./ SHALL
PLAY THE PART OF THE
JUNGLE BEAST, A BATTLE OF
WITS - BETWEEN AN EXPERT
IN ESCAPE AND A MASTER

OF THE HUNT .”

YOU'RE NOT
SERIOUS 7

= DEADLY
SERIOUS, I ASSURE
YOU ./ LIFE OR
DEATH, MR, STARK.”
WHEN I HUNT A LION
1 KNOW QONE OF US
HAS TO O/#...”

SELECT ANY WEAPON ~ I'LL
GIVE YOU A START. IF—- AS
THE HUNTED LION-— YOU
KILL ME, ANYTHING
CAN BE YOURS. You
LIFE AGAINST MINE,
STARK 7 y

HE MEANS 1T
W 4 SNGLE DUEL
7O THE DEATH.”

I HAVE
5] /

WL JANUS
STARK ACCERPT
THE CHALLENGEP
AND OUT W
NEXT WEEK'S
ENC/TING
"SH4sH )
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A paews rear wirw 4
MAN-LIFTING KITE
CARRIED JANUS STk~
SAMED MASTER OF
ESCAPE IV VICTORIAN
TIAMES — ON 7O A4
PRIVATE 1SLAND W

BL/ITAN ., HE BECAME
7E CAPTIVE OF AN

EX -8B/ GAME FHNTER,

COLONEL L EMAYAE,
WHO PRAPOSED A
G DUEL WITH JAMUs
STARK PLAVING THE
PART QF THE HUNTES
ANMAL .. .

TAKE THE SPEAR - YOU HAVE
TEN MINUTES' START.” YOU
PIT YOUR SKILL AND LIFE
a AGAINST MINE/

ai

As 7:E SECONDS TICKED PAST... a8
. _«mrﬂl-"ﬁ X

RUN, STARK —
YOU'LL NEED ALL
YOUR CUNNING ! LET

Us SEE IF YOUR

GREAT FAME IS
WELL EARNED.’

T

HE MEANS
IT/ A HUNT
TO THE DEATH.

STiek LN DESPERATEL ¥,
YET WARILY PROBING THE
PATH AHEAD OF HiAf. ..

ONE MISTAKE S0k AL AN
IS MY LAST.” UNEANNY POWER
TRAPS ARE OVER ANIMALS ...
EVERYWHERE ...
MY INSTINCT
MUST EQUAL

THAT FOX's.

THAT'S IT- BREAK THE
UNDERGROWTH FOR ME.
A FALGE TRAIL WILL
HELP.” THE JUNGLE
BEASTS ARE ONLY
STUFFED TROPHIES .

AAAH /
My LiIMBS
STRETCH... BUT
NO TRAIL WILL
BE LEFT.”

46

Tiie BraTERS”
WERE NEAR. ..

THIS WAY, B'WANA [
FOLIAGE HAS BEEN
BROKEN ASIDE...

GOOD MAN,
0’ MAGO ./
CLOSE IN ./

MY OWN NET TRARL.

BRILLIANT, STARK...
BRILLIANT, YOU LURED
THE HUNTERS INTO
THEIR OWN TRAP.

'




e S S VS UMM VAT e N
;”“ i L i 8 | 8 A JIY 100 qh’s' ll s ! ':__ . '
t7) / : RO T ALY dg’ \ N THERE HE

LW s, ewana,

A7 74T MOMENT, STARK WS
FOREING HIE WAY ALONS AN
UNDERSROUND CULVERT,

SUIT.CLEVER— OH,
CLEVER.” STARK,
1 BEGIN TO
ADMIRE YOU.'

THE CULVERT- HE MUST
HAVE ESCAPED BY THE
CULVERT.” TRACE |IT
FROM ABOVE .~

Owiy srarwns uncanny Bl
SPEED SAVED HM... End

7 & 1.1 HAVEN'T
-~ EVADED THEM AFTER T )
o Ve ALL . DEATH IS CLOSE.” ,‘;

e FoX'S £ARIH WAS NEAR NOW . .. SQUEEZE N../1 | B0 g BWANA-EARTH IS )
' MUST GAIN TIME ... T IR DISTURSED.. )
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IT'5 OVER, STARK- THERE WAS NO SOUND, BUT... ]
WHY NOT CRAWL
- OUT AND RUN 7
MAKE A BREAK—
l' AND HOPE THAT
1 MISS.”

Thie zeevs LFT...

e e
o W . AW
Y Lo

YOURE... DFAD,
COLONEL,” I
NEVER ENTERED
THE HOLE .

[}
= L
\ﬁ‘y

SUoDENLY, A SHAPE
SPEANG OLT FROM
THE OTHER SIOF .7

THEN 'WE EO

TOGETHER ! e/ n‘ RIIOINE
- | i BY THUNDER..

YOU'RE WRONG

AGAIN, COLONEL /
YOU'VE LOST.” DO

YOU REMEMBER THE
BARGAIN 7 YOUR
LIFE OR MINE /

VERY WELL, STARK—
I'M A GOOD LOSER )/
KILL - AND BE DONE
WITH IT./ YOU WIN —
MY LIFE AND
PROPERTY BECOME
YOURE ./

I'LL TAKE
THREE HUNDRED
GUINEAS, COLONEL .
YOU CAN KEEP
YOUR LIFE FOR THE
¥\ PRESENT. IT'S MINE TO
N\ CLAIM WHENEVER
I EHOOSE.”

RRN=—

.:l; £
WHAT C0 :
YOU MEAN ? A

> Oy
( il

Sr4ex GAvE ONE OF

YOU'RE A STRANGE MAN, STARK..
HE RARE SMILES .

UNCANNY.” BUT I AGREE.” FOR
AN ESCAPER YOU MAKE A
GREAT HUNTER ./ )

Y THERE'LL BE MO MORE MAN-HUNTS /
WP UNDERSTOOD ? SHOULD YoU DO
ANYTHING LIKE THIS AGAIN, I
SHALL RETURN TO CLAIM
b, THE LIFE I WON ,/

THANK You!
NOW I MUST
RETURN TO LONDON.

VANUE STARA
Weiw SE
BACK AGAN
MNEXT JIME
N ANOTHER
T -
PACKED
AOVENTURE,”
DOV MES
A,
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Tom Tully is one the most prolific writers ever to grace British comics. His diverse portfolio of work was produced over four

decades. Born in Glasgow, Tully entered the industry in the sixties when he began working for Fleetway. One of his earliest

strips, Heros the Spartan, ran in the original Eagle and was illustrated by the great Frank Bellamy. He also wrote Mytek the

Mighty (Valiant & Vulcan) and The Steel Claw (Valiant & Vulcan) in the same decade. The seventies saw Tully work on a variety

of significant stories including Adam Eterno (Thunder), Johnny Red (Battle), Harlem Heroes (2000 AD), The Leopard from Lime
Street (Buster) and Roy of the Rovers (Tiger), the strip he worked on longer than any other writer.

S AR N N VYU AT ) ) O

FRANCISCO SOLANO LOPEZ
Francisco Solano Lopez hailed from Argentina, but created many memorable and popular British comic book strips such as
Kelly’s Eye (Knockout), Janus Stark (Smash!), Nipper (Score ‘n’- Roar), Pete’s Pocket Army (Buster) and Master of the Marsh
(Smash!). He contributed art to Adam Eterno (Thunder) and many Picture Library stories for Fleetway (including a Battler Britton

story for Thriller Picture Library). In Argentina he was known for Ernie Pike (with Hugo Pratt and José Mufioz), and most famously
The Eternaut (written by Héctor German Oesterheld). He died in 2011.

' JAIME BROCAL REMOHI

Jaime Brocal Remohi was known not just for his heroic fantasy comics such as Katan, but also for his short horror stories printed
in US publications such as Creepy and Eerie, and contributed art for episodes of the serial The Mummy Walks.

_o‘.o_o

Franc Fuentes Man was Spanish artist who managed to work for many different European companies, and found work in the UK

working on such varied titles as Sally and Battle and episodes of The Spider for Smash.

REG BUNN
In 1944 Reg Bunn survived a serious car accident which rendered him paralysed from the neck down, he recovered and went on

to take part in the 1949 Amalgamated Press talent search which would gain him work for The Comet. He is renowned for his
work on Lion, and his greatest creation is The Spider with writer Ted Cowan.
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