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IN THE 80’S NOT ALL 
E.T.’S WERE FRIENDLY!

1984. Skeletal-looking alien warriors have invaded the Earth,  
bringing many large cities like London to the brink of total destruction! 

Taken by surprise, mankind must now dig deep to survive! In Britain,  
the tough-as-boots military outfit known as ‘Storm Squad’ mount the fightback 

against the ‘Spooks’ while professor Ed Lomax looks into a way of  
permanently ridding the planet of this unearthly foe for good!
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WRITERS
John Wagner & Alan Grant

Eric Bradbury
ARTIST

JOHN WAGNER
One of the most influential names in the British comics industry, 
John Wagner started his professional career in the 1960s, working 
for DC Thompson in Dundee. Sub-editing various titles including 
Romeo, Wagner went freelance in the early seventies, forming a 
writing partnership with Pat Mills. Soon after, Wagner made the 
move down south, joining IPC’s staff, where he initially edited 
girls’ titles, Sandie and Princess Tina, before helping to develop 
Battle Picture Weekly. Appointed as editor to the ailing boys’ 
comic Valiant, Wagner had an instant impact, co-creating and 
writing the hard-hitting cop strip One-Eyed Jack. He is best known 
as the co-creator of both Judge Dredd and Strontium Dog for 2000 
AD and A History of Violence, which was adapted into a movie by 
David Cronenberg.

ALAN GRANT
With over 300 2000 AD stories to his name – not to mention over 
250 Daily Star Judge Dredd strips – Alan Grant’s prolific creative 
record speaks for itself. Outside the Galaxy’s Greatest Comic, 
Grant is well-known to Batman fans following a lengthy run on 
various incarnations of the title. Other notable work includes runs 
on Lobo and The Demon for DC Comics and adaptions of Robert 
Louis Stevenson’s classic novels Kidnapped and Doctor Jekyll and 
Mr Hyde in Graphic Novel format with artist Cam Kennedy.  In 2016 
he teamed up with John Wagner once again, co-creating Rok of the 
Reds for BHP Comics.

ERIC BRADBURY
The great Eric Bradbury began his comic career at Knockout, 
working on such humour strips as Blossom and Our Ernie. He 
moved onto the adventure western Lucky Logan, sharing art 
chores with Mike Western (Bradbury would go on to ink Western’s 
pencils on The Leopard from Lime Street). High profile work on 
Mytek the Mighty (Valiant & Vulcan), the House of Dolmann 
(Valiant), Von Hoffman’s Invasion (Jet!), Death Squad (Battle), 
Hook Jaw (Action) and Doomlord (The Eagle) followed.

Bradbury has been described as an ‘unsung hero’ of 2000 AD, 
having contributed to many popular strips in the long-running 
sci-fi comic. His credits in the ‘Galaxy’s Greatest comic’ include 
Rogue Trooper, Tharg the Mighty, Invasion and The Mean Arena. 
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IMAGINE IT IS THE 1980’S and you want to create a new story for a comic already famous 
for some brilliant picture-strips, such as Charley’s War, Johnny Red and The Sarge. You want 
the very best contributors. Top writers and a top artist. You could not improve on writers 
John Wagner and Alan Grant and brilliant artist Eric Bradbury. That’s the winning team of 
contributors that came together to produce Invasion 1984, for Battle comic. 

Battle had established itself as a popular comic that featured war stories. Invasion 1984 is 
in a way a war story as it deals with an alien invasion of Earth. But this story was something 
different, not being based on historical events. It was a challenge to see how it fitted into an 
established war comic. 

It did fit in and ran in Battle from March to December, 1983. It is a powerful story created by 
John Wagner and Alan Grant, superbly interpreted by artist Eric Bradbury. 

Not only did the story fill the pages of Battle with high drama, it also produced some 
memorable covers for the title. 

The story itself is very strong. The alien invasion caused mayhem. Many people were killed 
and the storyline does not hide the gruesome deaths and people’s suffering. The strong script 
is made even more dramatic by the artwork of Eric Bradbury, who does not avoid showing 
scenes of violence in the most dramatic way.  

There are few artists who can capture the reality of a story such as this. It must have been 
very rewarding for the writers to see their excellent script come to life in such a powerful 
manner. Now readers in 2019 can see the story for themselves and marvel at the quality of 
the writing and excellence of the art. 

As it says in the script when relating to Invasion 1984: “The fantasy of science fiction writers 
has now become a grim reality!”

Enjoy!
BARRIE TOMLINSON
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