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To Dave Hunt, for keeping faith in a wild idea. To my mum, my aunty Mary, my cousins, my little dogs Pitu and Gus,
and to all my neighbours from Wellesley Road in Croydon, and in
Little Heath Road, and the... nahhhhh leave it! ;)



BY ANY YARDSTICK £/ Mestizo was one of Battle’s more way out
stories; a half-black, half-Mexican loner cutting a bloody swathe
through the middle of the first real conflict of the Industrial
Age, that explosive continent-wide convulsion we know as the
American Civil War.

As the Major Eazy/Rat Pack crossover series came to an end,
Carlos Ezquerra was keen to try something different, perhaps a
type of Wild West story with a gunslinger hero. (Be careful what
you wish for, Carlos!)

Unsurprisingly, Sergio Leone’s ‘Dollars’ trilogy came to
mind, especially the final film, The Good the Bad and the Ugly
because of its Civil War setting. | didn’t want to write a Western
as such, the background was too limited. By contrast, the Civil
War offered a limitless canvas, but who to put centre stage?

In the end, it was a no-brainer. He could only be a third force
with allegiance to neither side, a wandering, gunslinging, bolas-
throwing samurai who took commissions from both but whose
soul was not for sale. As a former slave himself it's safe to say
Mestizo shed no tears over a Northern victory, but nor was he
entirely mercenary, his revenge on those responsible for killing
Shelley, the female slave he’d known, and maybe loved, being
a case in point.

He remains an ambiguous figure, as all loners should. Why
had he gone to Mexico? For family reasons, for profit or for
pitiless vengeance? We shall never know because his existence
was cut short. In the eyes of many readers it wasn't really a
war story as they understood it. Given the more recent upsurge
of appreciation it's received it was, perhaps, ahead of its time,
particularly with respect to Carlos’ evocative artwork, proof
positive that he, too, enjoyed working on it.

So adios, £/ Mestizo, and may your ghost smile on this new
lease of life.

ALAN HEBDEN, May 2018.



A DIFFERENCE !
] N

VALIANT” BRING YOU A WAR STORY

7
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#t was 1862. From the —~ N N ) T 3P m
Atlantic to the Mississi- > = s o’ _ N o /1 = ™
ppi, from the Canadian . 2 4 2 <l b WUTR St
border to the Gulf of L S : ] y A
Menxico the land was
torn asunder by one

of the most savage
wars in history. . . the
Arerican Civil War.
But in a small Texas
border town it seemed
a miltion miles away
. . . until an avenging
fury avived from Mexico.
He was. . .

e

; THIS MAN CAME
] THROUGH HERE ABOUT

A WEEK AGO. WHICH
WAY DID HE GO ?

o

TAKE CARE,
FAT MAN.
PEOPLE WHO TRY h
TEACHING ME LESSONS

S X “r
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/o mny O
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o : [ B \Y 3 NOW HOLD. ..
7 ) S HOLD ON THERE,
/s /' WHITES ONLY IN.HERE, BOY. . S0 Al h 3 BOY. AH DIDN'T MEAN
GUESS AHM JEST GOIN' TQ HAVE TO 17. HONEST.
TEACH YOU A LESSON FOR
FORGETTING YOUR MANNERS.
TI;‘““" —_—




HE. . .HE WENT NORTH.
- SAID THERE WEREéa‘;’xvsAvR was
N PICKIN'S WHERE TH
AAARRGH! R HE WAS A MEAN GUY.

5

§ SO AM 1, FAT MAN,
THAT'S WHY I'VE
ALREADY TRAILED HIM
HALFWAY ACROSS MEXICO.
THIS'LL PAY FOR
THE FUNERAL. ..

BUSINESS.

1 /

$ ME INTHE
BACK_.NOW, IS
SOMEBODY GOING
TO TELL ME
WHICH WAY
HE WENT ?

’? TRY SHOOTING

. HAVE BEEN THE ONE THAT fv’?l’/ls
RECKON I'M ; 2 - THE HELL MEXICO WAS TALKING ABOUT WHEN »’
ONLY A b ; : 8 was THAT THERE. THEY CALLED HIM EL MESTIZO, THE )
COUPLE OF DAYS L HALF BREED. . .AN' NOW | KNOW WHAT SCARED ‘EM !
BEHIND HiM

- KEEP BACK !
' AIN'T NO-ONE
GONNA STOP
ME GETTING -
THESE DESPATCHES {-
/“1\ THROUGH !

. ..AND DIDN'T TRY RIDING OVER
BRIDGES THAT WOULD HAVE ¢
COLLAPSED AT THE SLIGHTEST

1 WEIGHT | o
) I = -
Yo/, P, KN

g S

MISTER, I'M
=1 SORAY. | NEVER
- .../ REALISED YER
© v = " WERE TRYIN' 7O
WARN M

CALM DOWN. | DON'T WANT YOUR
DESPATCHES. DOESN'T MAKE ANY
§ DIFFERENCE TO ME WHO WINS OR LOSES
THIS CIVIL WAR. . .BUT YOU MIGHT STAND Ald
BETTER CHANCE OF LIVING THROUGH ITIF i

T\ _YOU KEPT YOUR EVES OPEN. ., "

o




(Y OU WANT TO KNOW WHAT'S . YEAH, THAT'S REAL
STRING THEM WHAT'S HAPPENIN' YOU TAKE A LOOK J BUTCHERY. . AND ONLY
YANKEE MURDERERS HAPPENING HNSIDE, THERE WAS A FAMILY ' i ONE PERSON USES A
UP AND LET ‘EM LIVIN HERE TILL THESE : ) KNIFE LIKE THAT.
DANGLE | ¥ ANKEE BUTCHERS CARVED 4 /
EM UP.

GOT HERE. WE
DIDN'T DO IT !

F

’él@ X Y M ) ; i *Y THEY WERE TELLING

"% 3\ g . Y THE TRUTH ! THEY
s | AnD WHAT

£ DIDN'T DO IT ¢
S

TARNATION ! MAY lOAr\vss,EleEGPING
SO HELP ME, BOY... 2 ?
YOURE CONNAPAY & 73 ; GENERAL ELLIS, SIR.
FoR THISBY TAIGN \ THIS MADMAN HELPED A
THEIR FLACEIN o aa N COUPLE OF YANKEE
€ NOOSE ! AR, - BT MURDERERS TO ESCAPE.

Q{ YOU'RE WRONG. THE MURDERER'S A Jid

\
A e
‘b‘& ‘% \,: WY MEXICAN KILLER NAMED HUTARDO
-”. R 7% = QR THAT "VE COME TO TAKE BACK. gugf})

ol
1 DO BELIEVE YOUR THE MAN WHO SAVED
fadl| MAH DESPATCH RIDER TODAY AND SOME
M VERY VALUABLE REPORTS THAT HE WAS
CARRYIN’. SO IF YOU SAY THEM YANKEES § y
DIDN'T DO IT AH BELIEVE YOU. YOU'D (3 =
! BEST BE ON YOUR WAY AN’ CATCH YOUR- [ |'M OBLIGED,

SELF THIS KILLER BEFORE HE DOES ' o/ GENERAL...ANDI'LLDO g
) ANYMORE DAMAGE. _SReE® )\ j;sT THAT. P

YQU EVER WANT SOME N 1 MIGHT DO THAT, k Y
{ INTERESTIN'WORK YOU LOOK/ BUT NOT UNTIL THISJOB'S |
S MEUP Y'HEAR. . DONE. ADIOS!




A few days fater
N a town occupied
by the Union army —

SORRY, MUSTAZI OR WHATEVER YA NAME 1S.

FEDERAL TROOPS CAUGHT HIM LOOTING AN’

ASKED ME TO HOLD HIM HERE TILL THEY CAN
PUT HIM ON TRIAL. AND HERE HE STAYS!

g7~ j i

HUTARDO !
{'VE FOUND

I

HA, IF 1T IS NOT MY
PERSISTENT LEECH,
MESTIZO. BUT YOU'RE ).
TOO L.ATE, MY FRIEND.
THE UNION ARMY HAS
TAKEN ME PRISONER. .,
WHERE § SHALL BE

SAFE FROM YOU.

WHO THE. . .
YAAARRGH !

TO TAKE YOU BACK Y
TO ANSWER FOR
MURDER. . .AND BACK J
B, YOUWILL GO !

FROM WHAT | HEAR YQU

ARE YOU THE ONE CALLED Et. MESTIZO ? §

</ YOU HAVE A PRISONER OF THE UNION

DON'T ADMIT DEEEAT
VERY EASY., ALSO YOU
SAVED TWO OF MY MEN
FROM BEING LYNCHED
FOR A CRIME COMMITTED
BY THiS MAN. | GUESS|
NEVER SAW YOU HERE
TODAY, BETTER GET
GOING.

{'{ COULD USE SOMEBODY

LIKE YOU, MESTIZO,
{F YOU EVER COME BACK
YOU WERE A SLAVE IN
THE SQUTH ONCE AND
THAT'S WHO WE'RE
FIGHTING TO FREE.

# MAYBE YOU'LL ¥
SEE ME AGAIN. .
MAYBE NOT.

'M GOING BACK TO AMERICA. THEY THINK
HEIR WAR HAS TWO SIDES, NORTH AND SOUTH...
BUT THEY'VE FORGOTTEN THE THIRD, EL MESTIZO !

YOU HAVE DONE WELL,
EL MESTIZO. HERE IS YOUR PAYMENT, ..
WHERE ARE YOU GOING ?




ACTION WITH EL MESTIZO — THE THIRD SIDE TO THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR !

THE NORTH COULD
USE A MAN LIKE YOU,
MESTIZO. .. AND PAY
YOU WELLY

s

THE SOUTH wouLD
REWARD YOU WELL FOR
YOUR SERVICES, MR,
~MESTiZ0!

Lo

L2

O,
&

fon) \x
' Rl EL MESTIZO WORKS
FOR ONE PERSON
. HIMSELF!
)

In the cotton fietds of the Deep South the war was
a million miles away, until El Mestizo came home,

MESTIZO,
MESTIZO! YOU
CAME BACK!
BUT WHY?

ALABAMA! CAN HARDLY
BELIEVE | ONCE USED
TO WORK IN THESE VERY
FIELDS. AND THERE'S
A FAMILIAR, PRETTY FACE.

MAYBE TO SEE YOU
AGAIN, SHELLEY, ,.

MAYBE TG SEE THE MAN
WHO ONCE THOUGHT
HE OWNED ME.

THINGS ARE DIFFERENT HERE )
NOW. THE COLONEL AND HiS e
SONS BEEN KILLED IN THE WAR. [ 224 1
YOU SHOULDNA COME BACK. f## / 21p0
BLACK PATCH LIVES IN THE / N
BIG HOUSE NOW, L& A:

1T CAN'T BE!
1T'S., . MESTIZO!

- .
- - "‘ N W BLACK PATCH?
‘ GSRTc;\LTn\JDDYgggLLEY! o THE OVERSEER? |
y YOU LET THAT
SCUM TAKE OVER?
! ’

IT'S PATCH'S
MEN. THEY BEAT
B ME FOR THIs!

Gor
.

YOU, WOMAN, 1ol
GET BACK TO
WORK!

N WELL, WELL, LOOK AT THIS

P2
i OY DONE UP LIKE A FANCY /

DUDE AN’ DISTRACTING THE / j NONE OF "% oy AV, BLEV
WORKERS, WHAT'S YOUR B, Y OUR BUSINESS!

NAME? Y "l /)M ; FERITI




WE HEARD THINGS ABOUT YOU
FROM MEXICO, BUT NEVER
ANYTHIN' LIKE THIS. WHAT HAVE
YOU TURNED INTO, MESTIZO?

)

YOU WERE AN ANIMAL,
BLACK PATCH. YOU FLOGGED
ME MORE TIMES THAN 1 CAN

REMEMBER ... AND I'VE
NEVER FORGOTYEN IT!

- I SAW YOU COMIN',
COTTON BOY! YOU GET
. OUTTA HERE IF YOU

WANNA GO ON LIVIN'!

... AN SO
HAVE I}

&
¢ ook ourt
HE'S GOTYA GUN!

7 j TN

3 ) , "//"/ Lt 7 '//. 'I‘

g ’}{\,;‘* (548
1

/ { i
//(1(\ v /(/////‘\\\ ;

A FREE MAN, SHELLEY ...
WHO'LL KILL TOSTAY THAT
WAY IF HE HAS TO. AN’ NOW
i'M GOING TO PAY MY OLD II'LL TELL YOU A SECRET, SHELLEY,
FRIEND, PATCH, A SOCIAL THE NORTH IS GOING TO WIN THIS

CALL WAR ONE DAY BECAUSE IT'S YOO
STRONG TO LOSE IT. IT MAY NOT
MAKE YOU FREE, BUT YOU WON'T
BE SLAVES ANY MORE. TiLL THEN
I'LL DO THE FIGHTIN' FOR YOU!

NO MATTER,
PATCH ... THE
WAR'S COME TO

YOU INSTEAD!

SHOULD'VE KNOWN
j BETTER THAN TO STAND
IN THE WAY OF A
GALLOPING HORSE.

[/

DID YA, PATCH? 1 BET YOU P
EVEN OFFERED TO RUN
THE PLANTATION SO YOU
COULD STAY CLEAR OF
THE wAR!




W - i K RAIDERS! THEM'S
AND THE REST OF YOU DON'T... DON'T SMOKE? WHAT'§ YANKEE RAIDERS

SHOULD'VE LEARNT BY NOW SHOOT. WE SURREMDER. oM THE RoRS )
é‘@ THAT | PLAY FOR KEEPS! HAPPENING? FF N

GUESS IT DON'T MATTER TO US
WHO WINS. YOU'RE ONLY FREE
IF YOU FIGHT TO STAY THAT
WAY YOURSELF, DON'T EVER
GIVE UP, MESTIZO.,, YOU
WEREN'T BORN TO BELONG

TO ANYBODY.1...1,,.

NS

v o SPUR THEM HOSSES! 40
W\ _LET'S GET OUTTA HER
= IS U/

AAIDW
=X

o
N
"

2N ik .

A few hours later YOU GONNA PAY HIM
General Ellis of the ngE %ﬁs‘}-il-lengx?L g& OFF AFTER HE GETS
Confoderate Ay | 1 yyEw y ANKEE RAIDERS, THEM RAIDERS,
arrived. BUT AH GUESS WE WERE GENERAL?

YOO LATE. MAY AH ASK

WHAT YOU'RE DOIN' HERE?

TS, }
MESTIZO. THEY'RE ON SPECIAL  §

ME WHERE THOSE ’ THE SOUTH'S AGRICULTURAL
RAIDING PARTIES PRODUCTION AS POSSIBLE. YOU
OPERATE FROM? _, s KEEP OUT OF THIS, Y'HEAR!

/" BURYING PEOPLE | USED
TO KNOW. AFTER THAT I'M
GOING TO ACCEPT YOUR OFFER
OF WORK ., , AND FIND
THOSE RAIDERS!

AH GUESS S0,
SON ., . BUT SUMHOW
AH RECKON HE'D DO
THIS JOB FOR FREE.

MESTIZO, YOU
NO, GENERAL, | DON'T HEAR! WHEN Il COME BACK HERE!
SOMEBODY TELLS ME TO KEEP OFF SCUM MESTIZO! g
WHO KILL THE PEOPLE THEY'RE
SUPPOSED TO BE HELPING,| GET MIGHTY 2
ﬁ  DEAF! THANKS FOR NOTHING! :




A ONE-MAN ARMY CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF AMERICA'S CIVIL WAR !

El Mestizo, once a slave before escaping to Mexico,
has come north again and finds himself in the
middie of the most savage conflict of the 19th
Century. , . the American Civil War. Now Mestizo

is after raiders who ruthlessly pillaged a plantation
and killed many of his friends. But he receives little
help from his friend in the Union Army, General
Coltins.

5~ TELL THAT TO THE
RAIDERS, GENERAL!

M ON THE SIDE
OF GOOD - AND THOSE )
MEN ARE BAD!

BY THE NORTH TO
RUIN THE SQUTH'S
AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION.
ViLL SEE YOU BRANDED
AS A FUGITIVE,

HARM THEM.

-

IF 1 START
Y SHOOTING I'LL BE
AWANTED MAN

BY THE NORTH, BUT

| GUESS IT DOESN'T

MATTER ANYMORE.

{ OWE THIS JOB TO

SHELLEY — \

THOSE RAIDERS Pz

MURDERED A \

SOUNDS LIKE
SOMEBODY'S GOT A
PROBLEM OF

THEIR OWN!
A~

YOU SURE STOPPED

g THAT OLD FURBAG
R SAY, THAT WAS FROM MAKING ME HIS
s MIGHTY FANCY NEXT MEAL. 1
P SHOOTING, OWE YA, FELLA.

B e ; N . ey lana) N

A HOT MEAL
WILL DO AS THANKS.

MY PLEASURE,

Hi



Y AH GUESS AH DON'T { 3 2 3R
#/ ' REALLY CARE - < THAT'S THEIR CAMP.
[/ MUCH FOR THE WAR, YOUNG AH HEAR TELL THEY USE
FELLA. AIN'T NOBODY THESE MOUNTAINS

INTERESTED IN THESE AS A BASE FROM WHICH
MOUNTAINS ‘CEPT US TER HIT THE COTTON COUNTRY
HUNTERS AN’ TRAPPERS, TER THE SOUTH. SHAME

THOUGH THERE'S A NOBODY DON'T HIT THEM
A MHGHTY UNPLEASANT ”

1T MAY NOT BE
MUCH, BUT IT'S HOME
SWEET HOME,

THERE IS? CAN
YOU SHOW

YOU LIVE HERE
EVEN WHEN THERE
1S WAR ALL

LIKE FEDS CAMPED
IN THE NEXT VALLEY.

MAYBE THOSE WOLVES
WILL GET HIT. THANKS,
FRIEND. . .YOU JUST
PAID OFF YOUR DEBT
WITH INTEREST.

At dawn he reached the camp of the Confederate l =
-] commander, General Eliis, his friend on the :
e G ~] Southern side. o LOOK AT THE STATE
GOT TOGET 7O : g T % - OF THAT HORSE! WHERE'S
GENERAL ELLIS BEFORE 3 HE RIDDEN IN FROM?
HE MOVES ON. CALIFORNIA?

Hours later Mestizo was riding south through the night
oy A
N

WHY, SIR, { DO
BELIEVE | LIKE YOUR
IDEA. CAN YOU MAKE NOT THE SORT OF d
1T BACK TO THE OUTFIT I’'D CHOOSE FOR
MOUNTAINS IN TIME? f K ., MYSELF, BUTIT
JUST GIVE ME A - - 4 ? . OUGHT TO SERVE THE
FRESH HORSE, GENERAL
'LL MAKE IT.

GOT TO GEY BACK
TO THE MOUNTAINS BY

SUNDOWN AND CATCH
K THE RAIDERS BEFORE
- A THEY GO ON ANOTHER
- MISSION.




= —— ’
FOUND THIS GUY IN The following moming — Jef 11AT. L THAT'S
THE WOODS, MAJOR. SAYS ke M THE PLACE,
HE'SESCAPED FROM  E [© 2
APLANTATION NEAR
MONTGOMERY. . .AN’
THEV'RE JUST ABOUT
70 HARVEST THE CROP.

IT.. .IT'S TRUE,
SUH.. AN'I'D SURELY
SHED NO TEARS
[F YOU WUZ TER BURN

” OKAY.. BEATIT.
WE DON'T NEED YOU
ANY LONGER. y

% S

LIXE WE OUGHT TO . -(;lﬂ"
PAY {T A VISIT. WHERE 7 -

2y, IS 1T EXACTLY, BOY? e g y R y N

L

DON'T LET ‘EM KNOW
HAT HIT "Emt

AH COULDN'T HAVE
PUT IT BETTER MAHSELF,

: SIR! GIVE THEM
YANKEE MURDERERS

TIME | GOT DRESSED
PROPERLY AGAIN. | DON'T
THINK GENERAL COLLINS
CAN COMPLAIN. NOTMY FAULT
IF THE RAIDERS WERE
STUPID ENOUGH TO TAKE
THE WORD OF AN
ESCAPED SLAVE AND RIDE
STRAIGHT INTO SOUTHERN
RIFLES!

OF

N

He had one {ast thing to do.
A grave in a plantation where
he was once a slave.

{ CAME BACK TOO LATE

TO SAVE YOU, SHELLEY, BUT

MAYBE I'VE SPARED

OTHER SLAVES YQUR

FATE. [ CAN'T

DO ANY MORE THAN
THAT!

~
n e

2"

(:‘//’A‘\,’.Aﬁl \
w%ﬂ%%p&‘%\

Gorr



ACTION WITH EL MESTIZO. . . THE THIRD SIDE TO THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR !

! THE NORTH THE SOUTH WOULD

/" COULD USE A § REWARD YOU WELL FOR
E MAN LIKE YOU, \ YOUR SERVICES, SUH |
MESTIZO ! 3

EL MESTIZO
WORKS ONLY FOR
ONE PERSON .. .
HIMSELF !

i He came north from :
© Mexico into a continent ! L
! peing torn apart by the |
| greatest and most savage

| conflict of the 18th 1
century. . Ahe American | £
Civil War. He owed !
atlegiance to neither side

yet warked for both. He |
was one of the most 1
dangerous men whe have 1
ever lived ... he was. ..

it was the first war in which railways were
extensively used. . .for many purposes.

DIABLOS | WHO WOULD
- A . N , BLOW UP A TRAIN FULL
\——-/-\\ > SN V -3 3 y OF WOUNDED MEN ? " .
/ AND SO THE TRAINS WHICH CARRIED THEM R " d \ . A “ L0 3 v 4 3y p -
{ TOWAR AS SOLDIERS BRING THEIR MANGLED °
BODIES HOME AGAIN. THEY SHOULD HAVE
LEFT THE KILLING. . .AND DYING, TO THE

e _PROFESSIONALS,

.
LB TAKE EVERYTHING | WEAPONS, )
N MEDICAL SUPPLIES, VALUABLES
k .. THE WHOLE WORKS !

(DESERTERS FROM h
/ BOTH SIDES. THE
WORST PREDATORS

I NEVER
SHOOT MEN
IN THE BACK. ..\

A BUT SCUM LIKE
¥OU ARE
S\ NOT MEN U

7




. HE'S MOVIN' AN | LeARNED

i - A HE'SMOVIN 4 |

/ WHADDYA KNOWW . y . 4 LIKE GREASED B | WLHEENHT%R::)I;V}/{\TVAND
! Sy LIGHTNIN' !

{ WE GOT A KNIGHT s o % NI ‘ . N WHEN TO RUN,
| BUTTININ. GO GET | 4 ; A S

{ IN SHININ' ARMOUR}

\ HIM, SILVER MAN.
; AH DON'T WANT

NO WITNESSES, ,/

ALREADY ON
HIS WAY TO HIS
ANCESTORS,

M Lt

B

X

PERHAPS | W
CAN'T SAVE
ANY LIVESON

THAT TRAIN.
S ] el

t SURE ASHELL
CAN SAVE

WWWWW - - p 2 /‘ 7 i o 7 B !
777 e - - L /) R MY OWN
ARE PERSISTENT TODAY Z A oA - Ly :
PERHAPS THEY SHOULD s LIRS e s - » a. ‘

TAKE COVER ! OUR
QUARRY IS CORNERED
AND DANGERQUS ¢

i

STILL THEY COME.
H'MM, THE WARMTH OF
THE SUN HAS BROUGHT  §
OUT THE RATTLERS
MAYBE THEY CAN BE
MORE PERSUASIVE

14



ND COMIN® s p GOOD ADVICE, DOG. ..
FSR%(I{A BEHIND THAT BUT A LITTLE LATE.
ROCK. IT'SGOTYA MEET MY PETS ! EEEL. ..
YOU FOOL! RATTLERS !
GET AWAY
FROM THERE !

I'M THROUGH 1
| DIDN'T DESERT
JEST TO GET KILLED
CHASIN' A MEAN

GUY LIKE THAT. THEN GO, SCUM ¢

FWILL TRACK HIM
MYSELF. NOBODY GETS
AWAY FROM
SILVER MAN !

Soon, atl
was quiet.

SLEEP WEL!,
FOOL . . YOU
‘ ' Are NEVER
PP ONE OF THEM COING 1O
STILL TRACKS ME, ] e AGRIN
I CAN FEEL IT, .
1T 1S THE (NDIAN
THEY CALL SILVER
L MAN, A CHEROKEE
b SCOUT FOR THE '
UNION ARMY UNTIL
HE LED A PATROL
INTO AN AMBUSH
® FOR THE PRICE
OF A BOTTLE
OF WHISKY.

{ o :

THE TIME
HAS COME
FORHIMTO
LEARN WHO 1S
HUNTING WHO. . . E
AND FOR THE BOLAS
TOEXTRACT THE
b INFORMATION
3 I WANT.




WELCOME, SILVER
MAN t 1"VE BEEN

] WAITING FOR YOU
YOU DID A VERY
STUPID THING
WHEN YOU
DECIDED TO TO
COME AFTER ME

UUURGH. . !

PULL ALL YOU WANT, CHEROKEE LIZARD, AND ALL

YQU DO #S PULL THE BOLAS TIGHTER AROUND YOUR

NECK., YOU'LL BE DEAD BEFORE ! FINISH SMOKING

THIS UNLESS YOU TELL ME ALL ABOUT YOUR MASTER,
MISTER SAUL

S AN =
W R

Two days later at the Field
HQ of the Union Arimy -

SAVE YOUR DOZEN REGIMENTS,
GENERAL. | KNOW WHERE TO FIND
SAUL THANKS TO SILVER MAN'S
-, / - CO-OPERATION. YOU WANT HIM, 1I'LL
IF ONLY WE KNEW WHERE HE ) GET HIM BECAUSE | GUESS THAT THE
\ v ¢ WAS EXACTLY 'D HAVE A [ SOUTH WOULDN'T BE UNHAPPY TO
g;ADcET%ET\TLE%S%AH;fESN over || DOZEN REGIMENTS WIPE OUT : SEE HIM SEUASHED EITHER. JUST
- Yt ] S ol .
KANSAS, SITTIN' RIGHT HiM AND HIS MERCENARY A REMEMBER, { DON'T WORK CHEAP

AGROSS OUR LINES OF LICE TOMORROW
COMMUNICATION WITH THE
WEST.

— ES ;

1T'S GETTING OUT OF HAND
GENERAL. THIS FELLA
SAUL'S BUILDIN' AN ARMY

N '//f .

SAY. AIN'T

THAY .
EL MESYIZO ? s SURE 1S, AN’
THE GUY IN TOW'S
SILVER MAN THE
RENEGADE SCOUT
GENERAL COLLINS
1S GONNA BE MIGHTY
PLEASED TO GET
HIS HANDS !

" \

PN

Y

&
;
-

A

2T T 7
5

. s i 1 &« ;

: = /A ) /
JUST NAME YOUR PRICE, / 4
MESTIZO .AND I CAN 74 /

THANK HEAVEN THAT I'M
NOT IN MISTER SAUL'S

SHOES WITH YOU COMING
AFTER ME 2




AMER(CA 1862...A COUNTRY
TORN APART BY THE
VICIOUS CIVIL WAR
BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH!
IN THE MIDDLE ISEL
MESTIZO, BORN A SLAVE IN
ALABAMA AND LIVING AS A
BANDIT IN MEXICO UNTIL HE
RETURNED TO FIGHT ON THE
SIDE OF GOOD. NOW HE IS
ABOUT TO TRACK DOWN

ARMY OF DESERTERS FAOM
BOTH SIDES-AFTER
LEARNING SAUL'S WHERE-
ABOUTS FROM HIS
MURDEROUS. CHEROKEE
SCOUT, SILVER MAN . BUT
BEFORE HE LEAVES,HE
EXTRACTS PAYMENT FROM
GENERAL COLLINS OF THE
UNION ARMY.

‘e

I WANT A HORSE FOR SILVER

MAN, AS MUCH AMMUNITION

AS 1 CAN CARRY ... ANDA

THOUSAND SILVER DOLLARS,
IN ADVANCE.

The next day they were riding
west towards the plains of Kansas,

A
1‘4:'!!
R CIA
l‘ﬁ“ 4

THAT'S WHAT | LIKE ABOUT
YOU, SILVER MAN. ..
YOU'RE REAL TALKATIVE,

AND YOU'RE JUST
MOUTH, MESTIZO. /i
NATHAN SAUL'S
GOING YO EAT
YOU FOR BREAK-

T

! SHALL HAVE
YOUR SCALP FOR
THIS, MEST(ZO.

ACTION WITH EL MESTIZO — TAKING ON ALLCOM N ]

ERS IN THE U.S. CIVIL WAR !

UP SAUL'S MOB IT'LL BE
CHEAP AT THE PRICE, MESTIZO.

OF HIMSELF. ..
YOU WOULD DO WELL NOT
TO FORGET 11!

[F EITHER OF US HAS ONE
LEFT-THERE'S A PRAIRIE
FIRE COMING THISWAY! AND

THE WIND'S DRIVING 1T
FASTER THAN THE HORSES
CAN RUN!




WHO-WHO N
STARTED 117

{{ FASTER, CHERQKEE, FASTER!
WE'RE BEING OVERTAKEN‘

A THE SOUTHERN CAVALRY. AS
THE NORTH BURNS THE
SOUTHERN COTTON THE SOUTH
BURNS THE NORTHERN WHEAT.
RIDE HARD, INDIAN! THE FLAMES
HAVE NO LOYALTIES!

§ WHY SHOULD | CARE,
MESTIZO? | HAVE

¥ DIABLOS! HE TURNS ) , T \
INTO THE FLAMES! ATS'LSSTEHQTAINVEOMUORE
SILVER MAN. . . AND NOW
1\ ISNOT THE TiME TO
N\ LOSE IT!

¢ WATER, MY FRIEND. Vo
7 AND SAFETY! ppm o

ESCAPED. BUT | WILL FIND

NO SIGN OF A CORPSE THE
INDIAN MUST HAVE
YOU AGAIN. SILVER MAN,

\\\mv/
{%\\\W Ny ol

/’“//




—
f / 7 A EXCEPT FOR INFORMATION WHICH )

1S VALUABLE TO ME. TAKE THE
' MONEY AND USE IT TO FIND A NEW
HAVE YOU SEEN HE WAS SEIZED BY THOSE A HOME FOR YOUR CHILDREN
AN INDIAN? , SOUTHERN DEVILS OVER )

WHERE WAR DOESN'T RAVAGE THE
YONDER. THEY BURNT US
OUT AND LEFT USWITH

NOTHING!

THE RAIDERS WilLL BE RETURNING
TO SOUTHERN TERRITORY. {F

THEY FIND OUT WHO SILVER MAN
IS THEY WILL £XECUTE HiM, AND
THEN 'LL NEVER FIND NATHAN

-
er

—
{4 Hours lat
B
L i
2, £

- SURE, WE GOT SILVER MAN,
= AND HE’S GONNA DIE IN
FRONT OF A FIRING SQUAD.
THAT INDIAN'S WANTED FOR
MORE MURDERS BY THE
CONFEDERATE STATES THAN

{ CAN COUNT. SO YOU JEST
GET LOST, 80v!

NOT ANOTHER MOVE, MAJOR! ¥ ko) | DON'T CARE IF (T'S
samo‘\fmgssgmcgg T0 g YOU'RE NUTS! IT'S SEVEN

HOURS TO LITTLE ROCK SEVEN DAYS. DO 7! \V/[}
LITTLE ROCK TO BRING GENERAL ; Wi
AAAAAR! REFEA £ LS HERE. (F YOU WON'T STOP AND BACK! i
3 THE EXECUTION FOR ME, HE

v W
e Tiics AW




YOU THOUGHT TOO CARE-
3 FULLY BEFORE MOVING,
: MAJOR. {T SHOWED lN]\ngRN
: FACE, NOW YOU DON'T EVE

T NN SauiNT DowN HAVE A HAT TO PROTECT YOU
THE SIGHT OF A RIFLE FOR - p . FROM THE SUN.

£} SO LONG WITHOUT LOSING -

f CONCENTRATION. GOTTA ; ;
GET OUT OF HIS LINE

RE

Mestizo explained why he needed

— L S oo
WHAT'S GOING ON HERE? WHY P )
Y

SC HE'S GOING TO TAKE YO
HAS THAT MAN FAINTED? TO NATHAN SAUL, EH?EWYELLIi,
GENERAL ELLIS, SIR WHERE'S EL MESTIZO? , | GUESS THE CONFEDERACY
I . .UUUUURGH! WOULDON'T MIND SEEING THAT
. SCUM RECEIVE HIS COMEUPPANCE,
EITHER. TAKE HIM AWAY,
, MESTIZO. ANYTHING YOU NEED
: BEFORE YOU GO?
RIGHT ABOVE by >

YOU, GENERAL. - SR /_ -

NOT TODAY, GENERALN\ = 3
THE UNION'S FOOTING \emmlg
THE BILL FOR THIS ONE!

SAUL'S HEADQUARTERS, MESTIZ0,
YOU SAVED ME, EVEN IF IT WAS

JUST TO BRING YOU HERE. BUT

THERE IS NO WAY YOU WILL GET .. AND FROM NOW ON |

NEAR TO HIM ALIVE. RELEASE ME SHALL BE YOUR

AND GO. . .AND NEVER RETURN. . PRISONER!

3

1M GOING TO RELEASE Y.
YOU, CHEROKEE ... gf= —

SN\

20



MESTIZO ENTERS SAUL'S CAMP — ONLY ONE OF THEM WILL LEAVE ALIVE !

BY TAKING YOU INTO
SAUL'S BASE, BUT THEN WHAT
AM | SUPPOSED TO DO? GIVE
YOU YOUR GUNS BACK TO
KILL SAUL WITH?

Et Mestizo is after Nathan Saul, leader of a renegade army of
deserters from both sides during the American Civil War. He's
captured Silver Man, Saul’s murderous Cherokee scout, and
forced him to take him to Saul's base. But just before they

vide in. ..

YOU'RE GIVING
ME YOUR WEAPONS,
MEST{Z0. CURSE YOU!
YOU KNOW | CANNOT
KiLL YOU!

NO, CHEROKEE, You
Witl HAVE REPAYED ME
IN FULL THE MOMENT
YOU RETURAN THIS BOLAS
TOME. -

[ ,
I'VE SAVED YOUR LIFE
ONCE AND BEING A CHEROKEE
YOU'VE GOT TO REPAY ME!

fa

SILVER MAN'S BACK. .,
AN’ HE'S GOT
MESTIZO!

N

HAW, HAW .. 50
MUCH FOR THE GREAT
MEST|z0t

| DIB NOT BRING THIS
MAN BACK FOR FOOLS
TO PLAY WITH!

YOU LOOK KINDA
THIRSTY, MESTIZO, , .
HAVE A DRINK1

N h DIABLOS! THE

g

W} {NDIAN KILLS EASILY.




SAUL SEEMS TO HAVE iTALWAYS IS IN WAR, MESTIZO.
NOW I SEE wWHY GATHERED ENOUGH EQUIFMENT FAM STILL INTRIGUED TO KNOW WHAT
YOU ARE SO FEARED, TO START A WAR ON HIS QWN. ONE MAN CAN HOPE TO DO AGAINST
CHEROKEE. (Fak LOQTING MUST BE A PROFITABLE SO MANY.
; BUSINESS THESE DAYS.

LIKE THAT, MESTIZO. AT
)\ -EAST YOU ARE TO BE RESPECTED

The Cherokee took him to Nathan Saul, but . . . )

) § o -~ v——
1 1 GOT HIM, MR SAUL.
L \! GOT £EL MEST!ZO,

SO YOU'RE MESTIZO, EH?
DAMN YOUR HiDE, SILVER MAN! ‘
{ TOLD YOU TO KiLL HiIM, NOT - AND YOU’'RE DRUNK, NATHAN.
CAPTURE HIM. HE'S TOO DANGEROUS 7 WHAT USE IS THAY [ LOCK HiM UP FOR NOW, SILVER MAN.
ANY OTHER WAY. GIT HIM OUTTA HALF-BREED? YA CRAZY, MEN LIKE MESTIZO ARE ALWAYS

HERE AN’ STRING HIM UP! _ ABIGAIL! USEFUL.

¥
BE.| DRUNKER THAN HIS
y BRAVE "ARMY",

WHO WAS THAT, CHEROKEE?
SHE SEEMED TOBE THEONE  } 2 .
GIVING THE ORDERS. SHE'S HIS SISTER AND IT'S !
LUCKY FOR YOU SHE WAS s 1AM EL MESTIZ0,
AROUND! WE WILL MEET 77 SR AND YOU ARE WARRIORS
AGAIN TONIGHT! - Al P OF THE SIOUX, YES?

7

WE ARE WAR-CHIEFS 0 .
THE SIOUX, STRANGE-SKINNED
I\ ONE. | AM RED EAGLE, THIS
IS SWIFT ARROW.




THE WHITE DOGS HAVE OCCUPIED
OUR LAND, BUT THEY KEEP US AS HOSTAGES
TO PREVENT OUR WARRIORS FROM
RETALIATING. WE KNOW THESE MEN HAVE
RUN FROM THE GREAT WAR
IN THE EAST, AND THAT NONE WOULD
WEEP [F WE DESTROYED THEM ALL.
BUT TRAPPED HERE WE CAN DO NOTHING.
ik

YOUR PATIENCE WiILL

BE REWARDED TONIGHT |,

WHEN THE CHEROKEE
, REPAYS HISDEBT 7

WE WILL RETURN MEANWHILE |
WiTH OUR WARRIORS, WILL PAY SAUL
MESTIZO.

That night-

23

YOUR BALL AND STRING
YOUR OTHER WEAPONS ARE IN
SAUL'S HOUSE, | RIDE OUT NOW, AND | WILL TRY TO
WHILE | STILL CAN, BUT REMEMBER — |, _{ STOP YOU, SILVER MAN.
SHOULD WE EVER MEET AGAIN STAY ALIVE UNTIL
TWILL TRY TO KILL YOU!




1t was Saul’s sister. Abigail.

B MY BROTHER COULDN'T
EVEN ORGANISE HIMSELF,

LET ALONE AN ARMY. | SAW
SILVER MAN RIDE OFF AND
GUESSED THAT IT WAS REALLY

L YOU WHO CAPTURED HIM. SUCH
) AWASTE, BUT I'M AFRAID
YOU MUST DIE.

ARRIBA! HE'S DEAD ALREADY .. '

DEAD DRUNK! HOW CAN | KILL A MAN
L IKE THIS? HOW COULD A MAN

LIKE THIS HAVE ORGANISED A
RENEGADE ARMY TO START WITH? 4

|
|
|

I LET SWIFT ARROW m
GO ALONE FOR OUR WARRIORS.
1T SEEMS | CHOSE WISELY!

e 2 o
YES, AND WITHOUT HIS
baad SISTER TO ORGANISE HIM SAUL
IS AS GOOD AS DEAD. AND
L WHAT I BEGAN YOUR waRRIORS Al
WILL FINISH, LET'S GET AR
OUT OF HERE. _ 4 “\ P 2
oo SN S _

>

-
WE WILL LOOK AFTER THEM,
The foltowing dawn — MESTIZO. THE WHITE MEN'S WAR WILL
NOT LAST FOREVER, BUT WHEN THEY
ISL*(‘)EMR;F"\‘EE%‘:"iEW“;;’ﬁVW‘LL d ; FINISH KILLING THEMSELVES THEY WiLL
O DO T i T ALt . - TURN THEIR EYES TO THE WEST

: AGAIN ., . AND THIS TIME THE SIOUX
THEY LOOTED? o : WILL BE READY FOR THEM,

24



MESTIZ0O HAS EXPLOSIVE NEWS — — BUT NO-ONE WILL BELIEVE HIM !

4 During the 1860°s the American Civil War was fought over |y odhe - ree T oA S TR \e
F] huge aress ofland. The opposing forces moved swiftly whenll > A -3
‘ they had to, though aNorthern artillery unit travelling

WHAT DO YOU THINK
HI THERE. MY HORSE WIS VN N N THIS IS, FELLA ... A
A - L
through the sunny countryside of Mississippi encountered HAS THROV\"N ASHOE. NLFEN, ‘l K WAGON TRAIN?
a man who could move faster than all of them. His name MIND GIVING ME A ’ %
\
W > - ] ! ] v
v ' - , . 1N
- 5 SR , l%/‘

was €1 Mestizo.

NO, 1'D SAY YOU WERE % 5 YA S y MESTIZO? WOW,
ARTILLERY ON ITSWAY TO . ¥ > b THAT GUY'S SUPPOSED
PUT AN END TO THE SIEGE £} BE; S TO BE DYNAMITE.

AT FORT CORMAN. 3 2 7 A

THE NAME’S
MESTIZO, AND | AM
COMING. BESIDESi'VE
GOT SOME INFORMATION
FOR YOUR COMMANDER

YOUR INFORMATION
JUST BETTER BE GOOD,
MESTIZO.



F_aler, in the Union Camp — '

Jak

[

[’ WITH THESE EXTRA GUNS

[ ARRIVING I'LL FINALLY BE

4 ABLE TO LAUNCH A

i SUCCESSFUL ATTACK ON
FORT CORMAN, MESTIZO.

WHAT INFORMATION COULD

OUTWEIGH THAT?

OKAY, MISTER, THAT SHOE'S
ALRIGHT NOW. t SEE THE ASSAULT
ON THE FORT'S STARTING. GUESS
YOU MUST BE MIGHTY HAPPY TO
BE HEADING IN THE OPPOSITE
DIRECTION.

THE FACT THAT THERE ARE

b A DOZER REGIMENTS OF THE
2 CONFEDERATE ARMY ON THEIR

YOU CAN.

GUESS
WOULDBE ... )

AUBBISH! THE ONLY REBS IN A}
HUNDRED MILES ARE THOSE J MY PLEASURE,
LOCKED UP IN THAT FORT! GET y COLONEL!
RID OF THIS STORY TELLER! i

f' 1 TOLD YOU WHAT { KNOW.
THAT'S ALL | CAN DO. NOW
{ WANT A BLACKSMITH TO
SHOE MY HORSE AND I'LL
BE ON MY WAY.

WHAT THE HELL ...
LET HIM HAVE HiS
HORSE SHOED.

N / I‘
l\‘\\_/,ll"

A

]

GET READY, MEN. WE'LL
TAKE THAT FORT FROM
JOHMNNY REB BEFORE

THE DAY'S THROUGH!

vV, i 7 3/
L . £
... EXCEPY THAT | HAPPEN
TO HAVE AN APPOINTMENT AT
THE FORT. AND NO BATTLE'S
P GOING TO STOP ME K EEPING
'/v" T Al

WE CAN'T WAIT ALL
DAY FOR THEIR
ATTACK TO BEGIN!




" 4 GET 8ACK HERE, (SN I'LL STOP Him
MESTIZO! MESTIZO! 3 A COLONEL! >
7o - 3 &

LAY ANOTHER
BARRAGE BEFORE
THE FORT!

PJUST KNEW THAT
81G-MOUTHED ARTILLERY
OFFICER WAS ITCHING TO
HAVE A GO AT ME.

| DON'T XNOW, BUT IF
THEM NORTHERNERS ARE
SHOOTIN® AT HIM | GUESS
HE MUST BE ON OUR SIDE.
OPEN THE GATE!

1 DO WHAT | HAVE
TO,TO SAVE MY LIFE,
IS GENERAL ELLIS

GENERAL ELLIS?
NG, HE AIN'T HERE.
WHAT MADE YOU
THlNK THAT?

225

WE'RE EXPECTING RELIEF FORCES
AND THE GENERAL'S PROBABLY THIS ISN'T MY WAR . ..
WITH THEM. IN THE MEANTIME YOU'RE BUT I'VE GOT A PERSONAL
WELCOME TO HELP US FEND OFF SCORE TO SETTLE WITH A

L THEM YANKEES. CERTAIN ARTILLERY
COLONEL, THEM - OFFICER.
YANKEES IS ATTACKING Ve 2
IN FORCE! .

A

\. K

; > ™
A MESSAGE HE SENT ME, )
COLONEL. MY FAULT. HE [l
SAID FORT CORMAN AND |

ASSUMED HE MEANT

iJ

=

27



YOU'RE BEYOND ACCURATE
RANGE, BUT I'L L JUST GIVE
1T ONE SHOT. IF | MISS, YOU
CAN LIVE. IF { DON'T MISS. , .
THEN | DON'T MISS.

0, L

. But Mestizo knew. [

LOOKS LIKE HE'S AIMING
RIGHT OVER THEM YANKEE
FOOTSLOGGERS TOWARDS

THEIR ARTILLERY LINES. DON'T
KNOW WHAT HE HOPES TO HIT
AT THAT DISTANCE.

WHAT'S THAT FELLA
DOING, COLONEL?

>

HOWLIN' HARRY! |
WHERE DID THAT
’ SHOT COME FROM?
WE AIN'T iN RANGE f
OF THE FORT! A

y!

iT'S THE
REINFORCEMENTS!

YAHOOQC! LOOK
AT THEM YANKEES
RUN!

GOOD GRIEF, MESTIZO WAS
RIGHT WHEN HE WARNED ME
TO GET OUT OF HERE! FALL
BACK, WE'RE QUTNUMBERED!

CUT THEM
YANKEES DOWN!

e

[ g
N ITE e —ay
' ' ;o &

, _? % A

WE HAVE A PROBLEM, MESTIZO, AND YQU'RE ‘
THE ONLY ONE | CAN TURN TO. THERE'S A MAN §
RUNNING LOOSE, A SOUTHERNER, AND HE HATES |
THEM YANKEES LIKE YOU WOULDN'T BELIEVE. i

TROUBLE IS, HE HAS IT IN HIS POWER TO KILL
R MILLIONS OF THEM. .. AND MOST OF THE
POPULATION OF THE SOUTH AT THE
SAME TIME!

4 (24 ¥
YOU SHOULD HAVE MADE
YOUR MESSAGE CLEARER, .
GENERAL ELLIS. I THOUGHYT

BY ALL THAT'S HOLY,

MESTIZ20, HOW DID
YOU GET INTO THE
2 FORT?

YOU WERE IN THE FORT, NOT

WITH THE RELIEF FORCE.
WHAT DID YOU WANT ME FOR?
B
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BATTLE-ACTION FROM THE VICIOUS AMERICAN CIVIL WAR !

America, 1862—a country torn apart 0 ' H‘W!ﬂm‘" e T :;g: 3‘,\,
by civit war. In the middle is Et f A .,

" THERE'S A DOCTOR FROM CAROLINA R
(O TN o on P
Cemeral ENis of the Copfeqar e fs wit CARRYING ENOUGH BUBONIC PLAGUE THE PLAGUE WILL HIT THE B GENERALT :
whv;e»l\aabo:xt (t)o seﬁd g?meoiratgtnz?tv' STRAIN IN A SEALED BOTTLE TO & SOU:H A? ELL 180 by N -
e a1 et 1 1 P » e
vital assignment yet! START A SECOND BLACK DEATH! FB&[)%%F}}MBO;%TETLME!ORTANTLY, 7 s |
|

l74c™

q . TS )
N ¢ A rFa
AND YOU SAY HIS SON DIED IN A 34
UNION PRISON CAMP, AND .
HE'S PLANNING TO AVENGE HIM M
BY STARTING AN EPIDEMIC

IN ONE OF THE NORTHERN CITIES!

=

- b i ) ] He went around to the
::::y?egixgslg:g Mestiza - N THIS HOUSE IS WHERE THE i back of the house.

DOCYOR USED TO LIVE.
=) BETTER TAKE A QUIET
LOOK INSIDE.

331

YES. LETTE

N ! SKIPPER OF A SHIP IN
i \ {4 | s
it . J &Y | IN GO NORTH

iﬁ )}M R /! HMM, THE STUDY. WHERE B Y 4 BY SEA, SLIPPING THROUGH
‘I; il & ] PEOPLE USUALLY P4 < THE UNION BLOCKADE.

e o ’ LEAVE PAPERS LYING

- 'VE A FEELING EXPENSES

8

e k - |\ AROUND.

e




il sicienry--

N %

3

A,
-
-

A
-

MILITIA MEN! SOMEONE

4 MUST HAVE SEEN ME

ENTERING!

Bl THIEF? I'M NO THIEF! WELL,

Mestizo arrived at the

southern port of

f GUESS 1 AM IF | TAKE
ALONG A FEW OF THESE
HAVANAS. . BUT THENIT
WOULD BE A CRIME TO

| v

» KI!T BRADER? SURE, HE
WANTED A PASSAGE

BUT | TURNED HIM DOWN. 7

Savannah, in Georgia. h HE WAS REAL CRAZY. | THINK /
; 4

.
NOW TO FIND THAT
SKIPPER BRADER  ¢/A
WROTE TQ, AND SEE &
IF | CAN PiCK UP
HIS TRAIL.

HE FINALLY GOT A PASSAGE 2/ A
OUT ON A BRIG A FEW DAYS £
AGO.

IT'SVITAL 1 FIND Him,
CAPTAIN, WiLL YOU
GIVE ME PASSAGE ON

YOUR SHIP? t CAN PAY o

N} WHATEVER YOU

30

MISTER, YOU COULDN'T BUY
PASSAGE OUT OF HERE FOR
A MILLION BUCKS! THAT
NORTHERN SHIP HAS BEEN
BLOCKADING THIS PORT SINCE P
YESTERDAY. {F WE TRIED 5
TO SAIL SHE'DBLOW US OUT
OF THE WATER!




¥FVE GOT TO FiX THE YANKEE
SHIP. {F | HAD ANY SENSE
P 1'D FORGET THIS MISSION AND
4 GO BACK TO MEXICO, BUT IF

- THAT CRAZY FOOL BRADER STARTS
I APLAGUE EPIDEMIC THERE WON'T
BE A SAFE PLACE ON THIS CONTINENT,

HE AIN'T KIDDIN
SWiM FOR YOUR

HUH? WHAT'S
A THAT NOISE?

Y HELP! HELP! SOMEBODY'S Teoaudlih
SNEAKED ON BOARD! '

SHOOT ME IF YOU WANT, BUT
BEFORE I'VE FALLEN VLL
HAVE TOSSED THIS DYNAMITE

SO FAR INTO THE AMMUNITION

HOLD THAT YOU'D NEVER FIND

1T BEFORE IT BLOWS. AS THIS

ISN'T MY WAR I'M GIVING YOU

THE CHANCE TO ABANDON SHIP
WHILE YOU CAN.

A BOARDER? WHERE

E HELL IS HE?

RECKON I'VE
GOT ABOUT TEN

THANKS, CAPTAIN! ANY
CHANCE OF THAT
RIDE NOW? - ¢

¥ MISTER, AFTER WHAT YOU
| DID VD GIVE YOU A
RIDE ANYWHERE IN THE
J WORLD AND BACK
)| AGAIN. WELCOME ABOARD!
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ACTION WITH EL MEST!ZO\—— THE THIRD SIDE TO THE

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR !
.

| ‘ !
S i)

“LENDME T
YOUR TELESCOPE,
CAPTAIN.

> THAT'S THE
SHIP I'M AFTER,
Wy THE ONE CARRYING BRADER, . .

X BUT SHE LOOKS DESERTED. e
| WANT TO ——t
BOARD HER. & =
-

-
t

=

SOON BE ABLETO || ~F

GET A LINE ACROSS. i N
.\l WHAT ARE YOU COVERING

* R~ YOUR FACE FOR, _

MESTIZO ?

, ) ) Iy
: ] e ' 274 NN A
America 1862 — a country torn apart by Civil {_ - =g g P < Ad] ﬁ\i’!‘i 7, —.{, 21‘/%441?14:1
War. In the middle is €1 Mestizo, a one-man - " y ; G e
army, who undertakes missions for both sides. . . - y X = . A O N . RS
Now Mestizo is on the trail of aSouthern ! fL Meaw TS BNE . S 3 AN b
doctor calied Kit Brader, who is planning to
release spores of bubonic plague in aNorthern
city to trigger off a deadly epidemic. Brader
is heading north by sea , . . and so is Mestizo,

LET'SSAY | =+
IPREFER £
TO BE SAFE &
THAN SORRY. =

r—

f ,
7% { \
=/ NOTHING TO SEE, ~
(' NOTHING TO HEAR. . BUT
1'SMELL DEATH.

’
/5 | WAS RIGHT. . .
A B AND THE CREW
= DIDN'T DIE OF
. OLDAGE. _




'

...BUT I'VE
GOT 70
STOP Him !

* GOTTA KILL
YA ! KILL
YANOW !

HE'S OUT
- OF HIS MIND.
Y HE DOESN'T KNOW
WHAT HE'S DOING.
1 DON'T WANT TO
HURT HIM. . .

STAY WHERE YOU ARE,
CAPTAIN ! THIS SHIP'S BEEN
STRICKEN 8Y THE PLAGUE ! THE PLAGUE ?
WHAT THE HELL'S §

GOING ON, /

MESTIZO? !

The privateer’s captain agreed
~ willingly as Mestizo told him
of Brader’s mad plan to start
an epidemic in the north.

; / /

) R/
N ; 7 LOOKS LIKE THE M-
N e #1 # PLAGUE GOT LOOSE A

Y B "'\ 81T TOO SOON, DOESN'T 1T 7
7 S

AT LEAST THAT SOLVES '7

;| -~ YOUR PROBLEM,
o -~ N A A
7z W) - L -
#
¢

4

WHAT ARE YOU DOING ? {F
) THAT GUY’S GOT THE PLAGUE
| DON'T WANT HIM ON BOARD !

[
g : "FRAID NOT. | COULDN'T 3]
i ' J FIND BRADER'S BODY 8
. L e = ON BOARD, LET'S HOPE
R HE HASN'T, | CHECKED. THE WATER BARRELS WERE A COUPLE OF PINTS OF !
DRY, SG | GUESS HE'D BEEN DRINKING SEA WATER &3 FRESH WATER WILL
. <) STRAIGHTEN OUR MAD
FRIEND S0 HE CAN TELL

¥
US WHAT HAPPENED. o
_ el Al

& )
AN

WHICH DROVE HIM WILD. BUT THE ONLY OTHER RN
THINGS ALIVE ON THAT BRIG ARE THE RATS. 1!
i WAS YOU, I'D SINK HER RIGHT NOW !

.

AFTER WE LEFT SAVANNAH THIS GUY Brader was right. The next day we were struck by

BRADER WANTED THE SKIPPER TO That was the limit.

TAKE THE BRIG STRAIGHT INTO A
UNION PORT INSTEAD OF GOING TO €
CANADA. WHEN THE SKIPPER REFUSED J 1%
BRADER SMASHED MOST OF THE

WATER BARRELS. . .

The skipper had
him put adrift.

YOU'LL BE SORRY !
BELIEVE ME, YOU'LL

\\ NEVER MAKE IT HOME

AGAIN. . .NEVER !

33

IF YOU'RE SO KEEN ON /

GETTING TO FEDERAL
TERRITORY THEN GET

ROWING ! |T'S LESS THAN

THIRTY MILES TO THE

COAST OF NEW JERSEY 1 [\

plague. The whole crew was dead inside thirty-six j
hours, except me. . but the only thing | had left =




7

BRADER MUST 4

HAVE LEFT SOME

OF THE PLAGUE

BEHIND AS A

PARTING GIFT,

f| COULD HE HAVE
MADE THE COAST ?
¥ i

~ YEAR, THE
CURRENTS WOULD
HAVE BEEN
1N HIS

HEAVE TOOR
THE NEXT SHOT
WILL SEND YOU TO
THE BOTTOM !

o <, -

V.

a2
SHIP AHOY ! P >
SHE'S A FEDERAL f "\’ 8
FRIGATE ! 9 Q“s A \\
TN !
o= MRR .

Y
' NORMALLY, NO ! BUT
SHE'S CAUGHT US NAPPING !
WE'RE IN BIG TROUBLE,
g MESTIZO !

BELAY THAT
ORDER TO
HEAVE TO |

Rl

PRIVATEER !

A CONFEDERATE 0

<
/J;\IE'VE HAD T,
MESTIZO. THE FRIGATE
OUTGUNS US. I'LL
HAVE TO SURRENDER
— CURSE ‘EM ! .4

NOT IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS YOU AREN'T | HER

MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT WILL NOT TOLERATE

PIRACY ON THE HIGH SEAS ! GO BEFORE WE BLOW F.
YOU TO PIECES !

SHE’'S A BRITISH MAN OF WAR, AND

SHE QUTGUNS ALL OF US! WE'RE IN

INTERNATIONAL WATERS AND THE

ROYAL NAVY DOESN'T TAKE KINDLY

TO THE FEDS TRYING TO SINK US.
THIS IS GOING TO BE FUN.

BRADER MADE
iT TO SHORE.
THERE'S THE
BOAT FROM
THE BRIG.

THIS IS AS
FAR AStCAN
TAKE YOU, MESTIZO,
AS FAR AS WE'RE
CONCERNED THE COAST
OF NEW JERSEY 1S
ENEMY TERRITORY.
GOOD LUCK
TO YQU.

R
SEE ! NO
~n] WAY THEY CAN
R ARGUE WITH THE
BRITISH ! *

LOOKS LIKE THE BRITiSH

ARE THE SAME ASME. ..

THEY DON'T TAKE SIDES !
NICE TO SEE SOMEBODY WHO i
KNOWS WHAYT THEY'RE DOING !

THE MAN | WANT CAN'T BE FAR AWAY

{ NOW, BUT THEN NEITHER IS NEW YORK.

IF HE STARTS A PLAGUE EPIDEMIC

THERE BEFORE | CAN STOP HiM. . I'M

GOING TO BE ON THE FIRST SHIP TO
EURQPE

34



IN THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR THERE WAS THE NORTH, THE SOUTH AND EL MESTIZO |

Ameiica, 1862 — a country torn apart by Civil War, In the middle is £t Mestizo, o~ .
2 one-man army who undertakes missions for both sides. Now Mestizo is on the %2’74;9 gp

traif of a southern doctor called Kit Brader who is planning to release spores of N
bukenic plague in a northern city to trigger a deadly epidemic. Brader reaches the
New Jersey coast aot far from New York. . .with Mestizo only hours behind him !

) 77

1 HAVE TO GET
HOLD OF A HORSE. . .AND
I'M NOT TOO CHOQSY HOW
{ GO ABOUT IT.

@ YES, HARD "

TO BELIEVE THERE'S
Lo, A WAR ON.
A 77

AFTERNOON,
MA'AM. YOU'LL
EXCUSE THIS

{ INTRUSION, BUT}
NEED A HORSE
URGENTLY.
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JUST THE ONE. YOU'LL
FIND THE LADY'S HORSE
TIED UP A FEW MILES
p , DOWN THE RO/;D.Ul
M TRVING T She f A , DON'T WANT YO!
{ YOUR LIVES ! S0 STOP WAVING ’ ; SCREAMING TOO SOON,
W THAT WHIP AT ME !

Mestizo rode into the nearest town and started asking questions —

CRAZY-LOOKIN'
FELLA? YEP, HE
CAME RUNNIN’ IN HERE
THIS MORNING AND
| TOOK THE TRAIN TO
WASHINGTON.

BAINS TADAY, Son. i
[1 THE FLYER DOESN'T

py L

P
. - A%
WASHINGTON | THE ™\ : s ks - ] : ZBRY ) 'TT:EW@SO;%FXT!ON
FEDERAL CAPITAL, . e g OLD MAN. . AND 1 NE'VER !
OF COURSE { WHERE - i g ce X

3 - . NEEDED ATRAIN TO
BETTER TO START = y N “ -
THE EPIDEMIC. K 5 N " . 4 STOP FORME TO

CATCH iT ! ‘\

i T R TRYING TO GET 7O
HEY ! WHAT e 'WASHINGTON AND § DIDN'T HAVE
ARE YOU T'-F‘{YING TIME TOBUY A TICKET !
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Yoo
\// . ] A -

/s by

A
= 7 THERE AREN'T ANY TRAINS IN FRONT OF YQU. | - n <
. 1‘\ N CHECKED THE CONDUCTOR’S TIME-TABLE, SO

DRIVER GET DRIVING, AND FIREMAN GET -

SHOVELLING. . .AND IF WE'RE NOT IN WASHINGTON
IN THREE HOQURS I’'LL FEED YOU BOTH TO THE BOILER !

The train called the Flyer soon earned its name.

AN

RIGHT, GENTLEMEN,
{ THIS TRAIN'S CALLED
—] THE FLYER. . SOLETS
MAKE IT JUST THAT. |
WANT FULL SPEED AHEAD
ALL THE WAY INTO \i

WASHINGTON. \J/A\U

YOU'RENUTS ! IF
WE QUTRUN OUR
SCHEDULE WE'LL RUN
INTQO THE TRAINS

IN FRONT OF US. ///' 3
4 &7

.Y
GRIEF 1
iT DIDN'T EVEN
SLOW DOWN !

WASHINGTON TERMINAL

IN TWO HOURS AND

FIFTY MINUTES. HOW'S THAT
WITH YOU, MISTER ?

T ——
YYASHINGT:

STOP HiM | HE
TRIED TO HI-JACK
THIS TRAIN !

GET OUTTA THE ¥ 4
WAY | BRADER'S TRAIN )

'L ONLY ARRIVED A FEW 29
= MINUTES AGO ! T
T\ MINDTES AGO ! e




- Just outside the terminal — KEEP BACK 3{;’ ["
‘ v N/ Ny 1 ¢ DROP THE GUN {
AN " w, YOU KNOW WPEAT‘S N . .
FREEZE, . J THIS BOTTLE. ..
y BRADER !EIT’S — _ SO DROP T ! §
ALL OVER! 3 2 )

YES, | KNOW WHAT'S
IN THAT BOTTLE, AND
! KNOW YOU'LL SMASH
iT HERE AND
NOW WHATEVER ! DO.
IN WHICH CASE. .,

1

P / /
N

28 .. THERE'S
N NOTHING TO LOSE
BY SHOOTING

GRAB HIM BEFORE
HE DOES ANY MORE
DAMAGE | HE'LL ANSWER TO

FOR YOU. FORWHAT | Y
JUST DID, SOLDIER ~ i [ @
¥ RECKON 1 DESERVE A MEDAL 37t \h

RN - L.
—NOT A ROPE ! —rrR 0w [, " nly
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America, 1862, a country torn apart
by civil war. In the middie is Ei
Mestizo,a trouble-shooter who under-
takes missions for both sides. But
now he is retaxing in a prison cell in
Washington.

OKAY, MESTIZO,
THEY TOLD ME THAT
YOU HAD EfTHER TRIED
TO DESTROY WASHINGTON
OR SAVE IT, SO WHAT'S
THIS BUSINESS ABOUT
BUBONIC PLAGUE 7* 2

GOOD. 1 WANT YOU TO
DELIVER THESE ORDERS
TO MAJOR-GENERAL VAN
g BURIN IN CHARGE OF A
SPECIAL CAVALRY STRIKE
b FORCE OPERATING SOME-
WHERE IN THE

The next day they were on Colhns command
train heading south to the A

IRHT IT L §
SUPPOSE THIS MAJOR-GENERAL
1 DOESN'T WANT TO BREAK OFF HIS
ACTlQN {F 1 EVER FIND HIM THAT IS ? 7

fo
off

TRANSLATE EL MESTIZO AND YOU GET SHEER DYNAMITE !

Mestizo told Collins the whoie story
of the adventure which had culminated
in his wrongful arrest. And —

QUIET, FELLA !
'\ SORRY THEY LOCKED

A A . .
N ,LL T
-'-‘“ .“,- g i
'4‘1" «\\b ‘ ‘ ":

LONG AS
| GET PAID
FLL TRY
ANYTRHING.

I
YOU'LL

¢ FIND HiM, \
MESTIZO. ..

| THINK YOU'LL TAKE
THESE., THEY'RE
INSTRUCTIONS FROM
PRESIDENT LINCOLN
ORDERING VAN BURIN

TO BREAK OFF HIS ACTION,
HE’S BEEN CONDUCTING
SUCH A VICIQUS CAMPAIGN
THAT REPRISALS ARE
GETTING OUT OF HAND.

FIND HIM, MESTIZQ
...AND A LOT OF
INNOCENT LIVES
LCOULD BE SAVED.

AND HE WON'T BE
ABLE TO IGNORE A DIRECT
PRES!DENTIAL ORDER.
¥

-~



Suddenly —

T A

L

s . L "ty ' P
ﬁ’Y_\}:-% L © L ki

X AR o

(N e

i ;

; SIS N
e Y R

. xl{ng\\‘i\“ NN

Xy

g
il

ARTILLERY FIRE —
AAARGH !

MEST1ZO,
COME BACK !

ALITTLE BiT TOO
PREDICTABLE

D LIKEHELL! @
THERE MUST BE - . i WHOA, BOY !
HALF THE CONFEDERATE . W 1 wHANAf TO GET
ARMY ON THAT HILL 1 - \ :

IN THAT

GONNA FIND
THAT {DON'T &
COME CHEAP 1 }

10



INTEREST IN KEEPING
YOU ALIVE iF I'M GOING

/;:

I'M MIGHTY

GRATEFUL
FOR THIS.

@ . //1.< /

N X -

/////_

OKAy, ¥
BUT FIRST YOU'LL

HELP ME RIDE
FOR HELP.

A few minutes later —

BRAVE
WORDS, GENERAL. ..
8UT DON'T WRITE
YOURSELF OFF
TOO SOON !

HOLDIT
RIGHT THERE, PAL,
IF I'M NOT MISTAKEN
THAT'S A UNION GENERAL

4



GOOD GRIEF t NOow
| KNOW WHY THEY CALL YOU

WANT TO COME
[ BACK WiTH US
\ TORELIEVE THE
TRAIN,
MESTIZO ?

IT'SNOT ¥ S Ly [/ no, I'ti HEAD OFF NOW FOR THE
ATITLE > X y ‘ J MISSISSIPPI VALLEY TO TRY AND
' DELIVER YOUR PRESIDENT'S ORDERS.

HAVE YOU
COME TO KILL

SR THEY WAS YANKEES, THEY
\N 'I ‘ ] US AS WELL ? RODE OFF WEST TOWARDS

£ «
— ' \ THE MISSISSIPPI AF;rSS‘7
. WARDS. WHO ARE ?
" LOOKS LIKE THIS PLACE \ [ O,
HAS SUFFERED, AND THE > N 4

. - »
NEAREST UNION FORCES ARE Two N P /
HUNDRED MILES AWAY. ___ g e/zsism &4/

PEOPLE CALL ME EL MESTIZO AND I

LOOKING FOR THEM YANKEES. I'D

HELP YOU, BUT | GOT TO STOP 'EM

DOING THIS AGAIN. THERE'S FOOD

AND MONEY HERE. GET AWAY FROM )\
HERE. . .AND DON'T COME BACK./,/

YEAH, AND
THERE'S ONLY
ONE THING WE
DO WITH YANKEE
MESSENGERS. ..
WE HANG 'EM
FROM THE
NEAREST TREE !

FREEZE, FELLA ! @ ”,
. M‘-’ » N | {ORDERS FROM
-~ I
£ N

; ) i : ABE LINCOLN X
) / MORE TOTHAT £\
” 7 CONFEDERATE ol MURDERIN' W
7 y TROOPS. ANDI'M NS SWINE, VAN ‘
4 1/ B OUTNUMBERED ! BURIN ! THIS \

FELLAS A
YANKEE
MESSENGER!
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ACTION WITH EL MESTIZO ... THE EFFECT IS SHATTERING !

/ America, 1862 - a country torn apart by civil war. In the middie is OKAY, YANKEE \ i
Et Mestizo, a ong-man army who undertakes missions for both S R v MESSENGER, WE'LL
j sides. Mestizo fs carrying orders from President Lincoln to a2 Union: o : _: Y

X . LTenn HANG YA FIRST THEN
general called Van Burin, whose brutal actions in the Mississippi

o TAKE A LOOK AT THEM
Valley have sparked off massive Southern reprisals. But ORDERS

/f (({ s Confederate troops have captured Mestizo. g IN FULL! 'R"
( - e = : 5
- g 'M NO YAN KEE

MESSENGER. THOSE ARE
ORDERS FOR VAN BURIN TO
PULL QUT. THE FEDS WANT HIM
OUT OF 1T ASMUCH AS YOUR

AMATEURS!
THEY DIDN'T SEARCH
ME WELL ENOUGH TO FIND
Wl ’x THE BLADE UP MY

..BEFOREIT
WAS TOO LATE!

P u
Py  ARE YOU
DEAF OR
Y SUMMAT? THAT
Y GUY WAS EL
g MESTIZO. WE'D BETTER
GET BACK TO BASE
WITH THEM ORDERS |
HE WAS
CARRYIN'

13



A few miles away -

THEY’'RE NOT
COMING AFTER ME,
SO I GO AFTER

i
STILL WORRIED
B ABOUT MESTIZO? WE
B AIN'T BIN TRAILED,
AND WHAT IF WE
4 HAVE? HE AIN'T /3

b
NIGHT. IT'LL BE
EASY TO GUARD

P I DIDN'T TRAIL 3
YOU, | ANTICIPATED YOU!
1 KNOW THIS IS THE ONLY
SUITABLE CAMPSPOT FOR MILES.
Pl TRUE, 'MNOT ARMED, BUT |
[A\ FOUND THESE CARTRIDGES IN

gy ~ KEEP

Ay YOUR EYES Ymm
[T, SKINNED. g
KR

SORRY, FELLAS,
BUT YOU'RE JUST
GOING TO LOSE YOUR

BEAUTY SLEEP,

iy
&“v‘m‘?‘\\\n &
/f\ o




> , PARTY'S OVER! 2e B - Mestizo recovered his guns and the
’ \ YOU'VE GOT SOME % Presidential orders, GOOD

2o THINGS BELONGING TO R .22 p QUESTION.
Me,l BELIEVE! i F % - \ YOU CAN THINK
= - HEY, ‘ ] ABOUT THEM WHILE
p € | WHAT ABOUT 3 YOU WALK!
= OUR

HORSES?

SOMETHING'S
-__ : : SPOOKED THOSE
?I;:;g;ging e reached the ALOT OF BlRofﬁv/v\p;ABYﬁ ng?oN
R HORSES AND y ?
ARTILLERY PASSED e
HERE RECENTLY,
k\ p IT HAS TO BE
o S VAN BURIN'S

e N\ FORCES,
T B A

-~
7
s - R
The Confederate steamer |3
suffered direct hits!
—

THE RIVER'S IN

FLOOD. THE SURVIVORS

DON'T STAND A CHANCE N
THAT CURRENT. NOW { SEE WHY

WASHINGTON WANTS VAN
BURIN OUT OF THE WAY,
HE'S NOT A SOLDIER,

HE’S A MURDERER!

15



Mestizo rode intc Van Burin's camp ~ |

OUT OF
MY WAY,
YANKEE$

AAARGH!

DIRECT ORDERS
FROM PRESIDENT LINCOLN
TO MAJOR-GENERAL VAN BURIN.
YOU'D BETTER LET HIM SEE
THEM, SOLDIER?
y -

GIVE ME |
THOSE

4 HDERS! ]

HMM, THEY .
SEEM TQBE THE M QUITE
GERNUINE AFF“I'EAD'Y' MISTER ~
YOU BET ER I'VE BLOWN

YOUR LIFE THEY YOUR HEAD
ARE, GENERAL VAN
BURIN'.. . AND YOU'D
BETTER BE READY
4 TO ANSWER
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MESTIZ0 GIVES VAN BURIN THE CHANCE TO DIE LIKE A SOLDIER !

America, in the 1860;3 cou:’r"try tEom apartbya i
vicious civil war. In the middle is E! Mestizo, 2

one-man army who carries out missions for both VLL TELL YOU JusT

sides. Now he has just delivered withdrawal WHAT YOU CAN DO WITH THOSE
orders to a Union general called Van Burin, ORDERS, MISTER!
whose brutaf campaign’ in the Mississippi Vailey
has sparked off massive Southern reprisals. But
Van Burin's reply is to pull a gun}

DIABLOS! HE'S
GOING TO BLOW MY
HEAD OFF!

. AT LEAST
M > o UNTIL [ KICK
Ly i THIS STONE!
DON'T LOOK 7
w4t . DOWN, VAN BURIN ... Ry
AND DON'T PULL THAT A k) ~'/
TRIGGER FOR ANOTHER YA A,

SECOND!
=,
N %
A,
- A
(v 7 3
> // =
/4//////////%/ 2
p ///ﬁﬁ - f; . ///f_
7L
H THg’S FAR ENOUGH,
» UNLESS YOU WANT A HEAD-
AT e > > LESS GENERAL! HAVE A
! 2N LOOK AT THE ORDERS
(i FROM PRESIDENT LINCOLN
< 3 “ WHICH MADE YOUR BOSS /&
e 3 MAD ENOUGH TO TRY <
AT f e SHOOTING ME! ..2 ;
NI E / A ® i\ >
oty N \ 7, 2 2 K
N - ‘é 5 3
" / y ~
A ,, o o '
N
L ]\‘\
S £ 7 \
a = % 7
SN = =" ) A /
X >y { Y
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GREAT SCOTT!
THEY'RE DIRECT ORDERS
FROM THE PRESIDENT TO P
WITHDRAW!
EXACTLY! BUT
YOUR COMMANDER'S
%) TOO FOND OF KILLING TO
OBEY THEM!

RIGHT, YOU GUYS HAVE §
MADE YOURSELVES MIGHTY
£} UNPOPULAR WITH THE LOCALS...
SO WE MOVE FAST, AND ONLY BY

AND HOW DO YOU
INTEND GETTING BACK
TO WASHINGTON THROUGH HOSTILE

M PLACGING YOU TERRITORY? P'M THE ONLY ONE

UNDER ARREST, SIR. THIS
1S SOMETHING FOR A COURT-
MARTIAL TO DECIDE
IN WASHINGTON.

WRONG, GENERAL ... 1 KNOW
I'T BETTER THAN YOU! V'LL BE YOUR
GUIDE ON CONDITION THAT WE TRAVEL
LIGHT AND ONLY USE FORCE TO
DEFEND QURSELVES.

YOU HEARD THE MAN!
WE'LL HAVE TO SPIKE THE GUNS '\ 4
AND ROLL “EM INTO THE RIVER! JE JEGE

. ¥ YOU THINK IT'LL TAKE TOS
GET OUT OF CONFEDERATE
e TERRITORY? ol

v/

|

[ WAS ONLY TRYING

( By day they hid. ;
Q y TO FIGHT A WAR, MESTIZ0.

BUT YOUR WAR
INCLUDED INNOCENT CIVILIANS,
VAN BURIN . .. BUT THEN THEY DON'T
SHOOT BACK, DO THEY? EAT,
GENERAL, IT'D BE A SHAME
IF YOU STARVED TO DEATH
BEFORE WE GOT BACK.




That night~1£" frod CONFEDERATE TROOPS!
D SiR, MESTIZO'S BACK,

¥ MUST BE HUNDREDS OF THEM!
”, FROM HIS SCOUTING PATROL. n
Ea
GET UNDER COVER ...
THERE'S SOMETHING BIG COMING
PRIVER!

THAT'S WHERE
THEY'LL LAND. SO WE'RE
GOING TO HAVE TO MAKE

A DETOUR.
JUQRRNRY

NO! THE REBS ARE
REINFORCING THE!IR FRONT BY ¥4
BRINGING FORCES UPRIVER TO %
OUTFLANK THE UNION ARMY! §

THEY GOTTA BE STOPPED! g

A\
. ﬂ’ d:\\,i
by

CHANCE TO DIE LIKE A
ER

CUT THAT
YANKEE DOWN!
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DUTY TO TRY AND 8TOP
THOSE REBS LANDING.

¥ YOU HAVE TG MOVE FASTER |
THAN THAT TO CATCH o
_ MESTIZO! -

Without the men in the barge the remaining
Southern troops were no match for the
Northerners.

MASSACRE, THAT'S ALL.
JUST LOOK AFTER YOUR

THIS ISN'T REALLY
MY BATTLE, BUT MAYBE THERE
DOESN'T HAVE TO BE ONE
ALL

ADIOS, AMIGOS!
IF YOU'RE LUCKY THE CURRENT
LL CARRY YOU ALL THE WAY DOWN
TO NEW ORLEANS! ENJOY

50

BURY VAN BURIN DEEP, SOLDIER,
WITH HIS GLORY-SEEKING TYPE OUT OF THE
WAY THE KILLING MIGHT ONE DAY STOP
IN THIS COUNTRY. THERE'S PRECIOUS
LITTLE GLORY AROUND WHEN
A COUNTRY FIGHTS AGAINST
ITSELF!




IN A COUNTRY GONE MAD, EL MESTIZO IS THE ONLY ONE WHO KEEPS HIS HEAD !

- - v—— —_— -

— N

civil war. in the middle is El Mestizo, a one-man army who
\ carries out missions for both sides.

H America, in the 1860's — a country torn apart by a vicious
i S
l : \ | E DOWN TO NEW ORLEANS In common with most wars, this war produces an abundance

-~

FOR A SPELL, SEEMS LiKE of mud, as Et Mestizo is discovering while riding through

it f Ellis.
X THE ENTIRE WAR ZONE'S . Confederate positions commanded by General Eilis.
! ,'@ TURNED INTO A SEA OF
A MUD!

)
=

»,_ _ | |
S

0N

; KID’S PR
BEAUTIFUL DAY FOR AN . P MORE ngﬁlBLY No
EXECUTION. WHAT DID . % [ SEVENTEEN...BUT
THE KI1D DO? H THEN THISWAR
SCRAPPED AGE
LIMITS A LONG TIME
AGO.

J\d@\«/}’“\v RAAR ~ 22
R -y ——-—\
VN ReXy: 3

S 2

L <
N

~, ° ~

j Y
HAT'S
K!

. XL 4 - o S ~
g ' BYALLT
7, /4 . J SACRED.
’ ) IT'S HAN|
Y HE'S A YANKEE SABOTEUR, XY .

I WHO GOT CAUGHT TRYIN' RN S ./.

TO FEED OUR HORSES g 9
POISONED HAY, HE WAS /
TRIED FAIR AN’ SQUARE. ..

s

NO,SiR.. .BUT THAT MAN
YRS, | SO
g ! SHOOT IS MY YOUNGER
BROTHER, HANK!

THERE'S A TURN UP.
¥D HEARD STORIES
OF BROTHER FIGHTING
BROTHER IN THIS
WAR, BUT THIS iS.
THE FIRST TIME F'VE
COME ACROSSIT.



WE'LL DUMP THE MAJOR
JUST AS SOON AS WE'RE
CLEAR OF YOUR GUNS,

CUT HiM LOOSE AN’ GET
US A COUPLA HORSES!
HURRY, BEFORE 1 BLOW
THE MAJOR {N HALF!

DO AS HE SAYS —
HE ISN'T KIDDIN'!

{ ADIOS, AMIGOS. ...{
HOPE YOU MAKE
T, WHEREVER
YOU'RE GOING.

SOMEBODY TELL
B GENERAL ELLIS! 4

»»:0R MUD, FOR THAT

A DON'T INTEREERE,
MATTER THINK I'LL = FERE,
s RS [ g SABLTARY
‘ , iz 2. THE FUN! 3 MATTER, . .THE
; ¢ GET AFTER THEMI GLAD !
TO SEE YOU THI
JT'S S0

275 Z] SAYING, GENERAL, ..
& BLOOD {S THICKER
= THAN WATER, ..

-~
Al
r

">,

NO, GENERAL..,IT'STHE
PURSUIT OF A COUPLE
OF BROTHERS WHO SOME- 7

HOW ENDED UP ON

OPPOSING SIDES, UNTIL

TODAY! AND | RECKON

THEY DESERVE ALL

PA THE BREAKS THEY CAN
GET!

GOT TO GET AHEAD
OF THE PURSUIT
PARTY!




WOULD HAVE GIVEN THEM

SEVERAL HOURS' LEAD.

GUESS I'D BETTER DO IT
FOR THEM,

FIRST, WIPE OUT
THEIR TRACKS
ON THE TRAIL

. ..SECOND, PUT R
AS MANY TRACKS .
AS POSSIBLE ALONG
THE BEGINNING

OF THE TRAIL THEY

)
Y TRACKS LEADING THIS
4 WAY! KEEP AFTER 'EM!

: FIND OUT THEIR MISTAKE
I8 FOR AT LEAST A COUPLE
OF HOURS!

THEY'RE JUST LOOKING LET THE GUN DOWN.
IN THE WRONG PLACE { WORK FOR MYSELF,
BECAUSE | SENT THEM AMIGO. . .AND KILL
IN THE WRONG DIRECTION. THIS FIRE BEFORE
g YOU ATTRACT EVERY
SEARCHER FOR
]
GUESS WE MUST HAVE MILES AROUND!
GIVEN THAT POSSE
THE SLIP, BROTHER,

WHY. .. WHY ARE
YOU DOING THIS?

1 DUNNO HOW,
HANK. IT
AIN'T LIKE
ELLIS' MEN TO
| GIVE UP EASY,

1 KNOW YOU! YOU'RE
EL MESTIZO.,.AN’
YOU WORK FOR
GENERAL ELLIS!

1 DON'T LIKE SITUATIONS
WHERE BROTHERS

ARE FORCED TO SHOOT
ON BROTHERS. BEST
THING FOR BOTH OF

YOU IS TO GET OUT

OF THE COUNTRY...
AND THE BEST WAY

OF POING THAT ISTO
GET TO NEWORLEANS AND
JOIN A BRITISH SHIP!
SOMEHOW, 'VE GOT 7O
GET YOU ON A TRAIN.
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Next day —

CARELESS OF THE CONFERERATE
ARMY TO LEAVE AMMO LIKE
THIS LYING AROUND. IF { WAS A
YANKEE SABOTEUR I'D CONSIDER -
IT MY DUTY TO DO SOMETHING
ABOUT IT..... LIKE LIGHTING fg

A FIRE. s | \

7" g » » 1{

s 5 gy
‘\L% LW
o

<
o ——

{ =

|

87 2 g Ep T
THE ARMY'S COVERIN' \ b BB - 4 $’ A = s
THE RAILROAD DEFOT. )it .
WE'LL NEVER GET _ 1
PAST THEM. iN AND BCARD THE

- * TRAIN! -

W
U

R
@

\

THAT'S WHAT I CALL A

REAL ‘FOURTH OF JULY
FIREWORKS DISPLAY!

= L

WALK IN WHEN THE
COAST IS CLEAR, ..
THAT'S WHAT MESTIZO
SAID. GUESS IT AIN'T

HAVE A GOOD TRIP TG NEW ORLEANS,
BOYS YOU'RE THE LUCKY ONES. ..
'VE GOT TO GO BACK TO ELLIS AND
CONVINCE HIM THAT 1 DIDN'T HAVE
ANYTHING TO DO WITH YOUR
GETTING AWAY!
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ACTION FROM THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR !

Within the framework of the American Civil War
there operated units drawn from the same town or
country area which were almost private armies in
themselves, Sawmont's Cavalry was one of these
units. Led by Colonel Sawmont these ferocious
riders fought and died for the North,

THIS IS AS
FAR AS THIS
RAILROAD TRACK GETS,
JOHNNY REB !

COLONEL,
SIR.. .4
GOTTA FEELIN'
THAT WE'RE BEIN'

WATCHED FROM
THEM TREES !

)F
'q‘ IT's
s SAWMONT'S CAVALRY...
YEEAAARGH |

A HORSE |
| KNEW WE
WERE BEIN'
SPIED ON.

The Confederate troops were ne match

i for the Yankee riders, and. . .

£ .

TEAR UP
THEM TRACKS B\
X\ AGAIN!

WELL, 1 GOTALL

THE TIME IN THE WORLD.

FLL JEST SETTLE DOWN
BY THIS TREE AN’

WAIT FER THAT HOSS'S
OWNER TER SHOW UP.

LA
3 SETTLING

THAT'S RIGHT,
BOYS, HITCH
THEM HOOKS TO OL*
PUFFIN'BILLY, ..

YOU SHOULD
HAVE CHECKED
3 YOUR TREE OUT
FIRST. BETTER
STiLL, YOU SHOULON'T
HAVE MADE SO
MUCH NOISE
LOOKING

INFORA
LONG \XAIT,

WHY,YOU
LOUSY SPY !
1'M GONNA
BLOW YOU

X APART!

g,

S,




A former slave who escaped
to Mexico, EI Mestizo
returned to America to earn
money by undertaking
missions for both sides in
the Civil War.

e
'

THAT'S A THREAT |

FRIEND. . .AKD EL

MESTIZO DOESN'T

LIKE THREATS ¢

COME ON, MY
WOULD-BE ASSASSIN.
1 WISH TO SPEAK
WiTH COLONEL

SAWMONT.

YA LUCKY | DON'T
PUT ABULLET INYOU, ..
SOME SCOUT YOU ARE !
WHAT ARE YOU
REALLY HERE

FOR ONE OF

YOUR MEN,

LEN COOPER.
HERE'S A FEDERAL

WARRANT FOR HIS @

ARREST.

DOES THAT
MEAN 1 CAN

SON OF APIG!
1 DON'T MIND
MY MEN CUSSIN',

DRINKIN',
GAMBLIN'.

MURDER'S
SOMETHIN' ELSE !

OR
..BUT

[ vA. QuesTion

s
ADMIRING
1T SAID ABOUT YOUR TECHNIQUES
OF RAILROAD
WANT ME
TOPUT ABULLET
IN THE LOUSE,
COLONEL ?

1S, WHAT WERE
YCOU SPYIN' ON A
MILITARY

SO HE'S WANTED
FER KILLIN' A

BARTENDER (N ) ) i
PITTSBURGH, IS 74 | /‘\

HE ? HMM, THIS Y, e , ,?/fﬁ")
=
)

WARRANT LOOKS i
o

. Pk
GENUINE ENQUGH. L ﬁ)
/ Y -IT'S VERY GENUINE, COLONEL.

? tSSUED BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. ..
AN

THE SAME AUTHORITY THAT

_EMPLOYS YOU AND YOURMEN. S
NOT YET ! YA SEE, MESTHZO, WE ALL
COME FROM THE SAME SMALL TOWN
IN OHIO AN’ WE'VE KNOWN EACH OTHER
ALL OUR LIVES. WE DON'T GIVE UP
ONE OF OUR OWN THAT EASY, YOU
WANT TO TAKE COOPER, YOU'VE GOT

TO PROVE YOU'RE ABLE TO !

YOU TALK
TOO MUCH, COQPER. ...
BUT I'M STILL GOING
TO RESPECT THOSE
MUSCLES !

I'M GONNA TEAR
YOU INTO LITTLE
PIECES, BOY !

HEH, HEH, HEH. , WHAT
THE COLONEL MEANS,
BOY, IS THAT YOU GOTTA
TAKE ME IN UNARMED
COMBAT. . AN’ THERE
AIN'T NO MAN EVER
DONE THAT BEFORE !
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.-.{ DIABLOS !
7 IT'S LIKE
HE'S MADE
7 OF STEEL !
WILL NOTHING
STOP HIM ?

\

v
~—
A

// =
p
\ SAY YOUR
PRAYERS. ..
OO0OF ¢

‘

SOMETHING
NOW 'M ABOUTIT !
GONNA SQUEEZE
YOU DRY !

HE ISN'T JOKING |
a&Y ‘L?'%x;vs N = y w:leTa%THARM
L THE MERCHANDISE. ..
i i

——== 'BUT | GUESS YOU
fl LEAVE MENO

WELL, WELL

— AKNIFE 1 CHoicE |

SEE YA GO,
MESTIZO. | GUESS
P COULDN'Y INTEREST
YOU IN A
é SCOUTING JOB !

RIGHT, BOY...
1 DON'T EVER
LOSE !

e, PN —
1 \\\\\\\\\ \‘i!( lSoon- [ SORRY TO
) - 4 . N\ 1 .

¥ YOU LOSE, COOPER !
’ YA WERE BEATEN BY
THE BETTER MAN. . .AN'
HE CAN HAVE YA
MRyt

87

NOT TODAY,
COLONEL. ..
BUT HAVE FUN
TEARING UP
RAILROAD
TRACKS ¢




ACTION FROM THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR WITH EL MESTIZO !

1865, and the writing is on the wall for the
Confederate Army. After four terrible years
of civil war it is being overwheimed by the
incomparably larger and better equipped
Union forces under the iron command of
General Ulysses Grant. The Northem states,
with their massively greater resources, are
finally winning a war which they could pever }:
really have lost!

JOHNNY REB'S. .
CRUMBLING ON ALL FRONTS. .,
AN’ THERE AIN'T NOWHERE LEFT
FOR HIM TO RUN!

The Southern countryside, once cared for by the toil of a million
siaves, was now laid waste, and through it roamed a man who
many yaars earlier had been one of those staves . . . El Mestizo.
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0

THE SOUTH GRABBED
A TIGER BY THE TAIL WHEN
1T WENT AGAINST LINCOLN,
AND THE TIGER WON'T BE
SATISFIED WITH SIMPLY
BITING OFF THE HAND!

AND WHAT HAS THE WAR
DONE FOR YOU EX-SLAVES?
FREED YOU TO STARVE IN

LIBERTY.

HO, HO, HO .. . ON -
YOUR FEET, TASKMASTER! STAND
UP, I SAY ... BEFORE 1 SPLIT YOU

DOWN THE MIDDLE WITH

... THEN HE'S COMIN’
AFTER YOU WITH DIS BULLWHIP
TO PAY YOU BACK WITH INTEREST
FOR ALL THE WHUPPINS YOU

EVER HANDED OUT! g

I TELL YOU WHAT,
TASKMASTER ... YOU GIT
RUNNIN'NOW, AN QL' LEO'S
GONNA GIVE YOU FIVE

MINUTES'START ...
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A few minutes jater.

NOW | HO'S WRONG BROTHER...
(I)\FTESI?lEng! HE’'S NOBODY'S!
STAY QUTTA THIS,
WHOA! WHO'S BROTHER! HE'S ALL MINE!}

ON YOUR TAIL, FELLA? \
TAVAV:,

_EL... EL MESTIZO!
HONEST, FRIEND, AH DIDN'T
KNOW WHO YOU WUZ. THAT . ..
THAT FELLA WE WUZ CHASIN'
USED TO BE OUR TASKMASTER.
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HANGING, 1 SAID . . .
NOT LYNCHING! AND ONLY
IF A COURT FINDS HIM GUILTY.
'LL TAKE HIM FOR NOW, BUT

5 DOWN ANY WHITE MAN
YOU LOT REMEMBER ONE YOU SEE. YOU'RE FREE A

TH... THANKS, DON'T THANK ME
MISTER. YET. YOU, BALDY ... WERE
YOU GOING TO BREAK HIM
UP WITH THAT BULLWHIP?

3,
THEN HE DESERVES
HANGING ... NOT HUNTING
DOWN BY A HOWLING PACK
OF DRUNKEN KILLERS!
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YEAH...NICE *
IDEA. AH'LLGITA ¢

B 4

W I N
\ WHY NOT? AH'VE
T BEEN FORCED TO WATCH
PN WHILE HE'S WHUPPED OTHER
MEN TO DEATH WITH
~ THAT THING!




An hour later Mestizo encountered General Collins I
of the Union Army.

HOWDY, MESTIZO!
WHAT HAVE YOU GOT
THERE?

k! BY ALL THAT'S
) WONDERFUL! RICHMOND'S
QY FALLEN! THE CONFEDERACY'S
™ SURRENDERED UNCONDITIONALLY! A\
WE'VE WON THE WAR!

LOOKS LIKE THIS
TOWN FLYING THE
CONFEDERATE FLAG
HASN'T HEARD THE

NEWS YET,GENERAL!

THIS IS GENERAL COLLINS,
UNION ARMY! RICHMOND'S FALLEN . ..

And when Collins gave the order to attack

WHAT'S THE MATTER
WITH YOU MEN? LET'S TAKE

WAR'S OVER, GENERAL.
THAT TOWN!

NO MAN LIKES TO BE THE LAST YA CRAZY, MESTIZO. WHY

SHOULD WE RISK QUR LIVES TO TAKE
THAT TOWN NOW THE WAR'S OVER?
THEM YANKEES’LL STARVE IT

. . D ' g N
M MA' Nl s
THAT'S A GOOD " w

POINT,SOLDIER . .. BUT
MAYBE THERE'S A WAY
 ROUND THIS,

SE e, A
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HERE, YOU
CAN HAVE Him!

GENERAL . ..
GENERAL COLLINS!

NEVER ANY
DOUBT ABOUT IT,
WAS THERE?
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AND YOU'LL LOSE
THE ONLY CHANCE YOU'LL
EVER HAVE TO GAIN THEIR
RESPECT AND PROVE
THAT YOU'RE MEN ,
NOT SLAVES!

YA KNOW,
MESTIZO'S RIGHT.
WHAT D'YA WANT US TO
DO, YA HALF-BREED
MEXICAN?




1 THOUGHT | HEARD
SOMETHIN' OUT THERE.

NN

NOC WAY. YOU SAW
THEM YANKEES OUT THERE

WANT TO DO IS GIT BACK
HOME ALIVE.

/////é
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TODAY. THEY AINT GONNA DO
NO MORE FIGHTING. ALL THEY

\\ - .
AN

\\\\\\\\

HIS BULLWHIP WOULD Jf)

AH KNOO
T
COME IN HANDY! =

AND YOU SURE
KNOW HOW TO USE ITH HIT
"EM HARD AND FAST ...

BEFORE THEY'VE WOKEN

OWE ME, MESTIZO!

NO MORE ... PLEASE! I,
YOU BLACK DEVILS FIGHT s
BETTER'N ANY YANKEE

NOW THERE'S
PRAISE TO MOVE MA
HEART!

SO WE PERSUADED THEM TO
SURRENDER TO THEIR FELLOW

SOUTHERNERS, NOT
SLAVES!

WHAT ARE YOU GONNA
DO NOW, MESTIZO? THE WAR'S
OVER.

GUESS 'LL HEAD BACK
TO MEXICO. 1T'S BEEN PEACEFUL
FOR TOO LONG DOWN THERE, RECKON
THEY'RE ABOUT DUE AWAR OF
THEIR OWN ...
ADIOS!
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Alan Hebden scripted a number of comics in the late 1970s and
early 1980s, including strips for Battle such as The Rat Pack with
artists Carlos Ezquerra, Massimo Belardinelli and Eric Bradbury,
Major Eazy with Carlos Ezquerra, War Dog and Fighting Mann
with Cam Kennedy and both Death Squad and Crazy Keller with
Eric Bradbury. For Starlord he wrote Mind Wars which featured
the art of Jesus Redondo, and he scripted the majority of Planet of
the Damned (it's opening having been scripted by Pat Mills). His
prolific work for 2000 AD included Meltdown Man and the sequel to
Harlem Heroes with Massimo Bellardinelli. He also scripted Death
Planet which featured the first female lead in a 2000 AD strip. Alan
is still working in the industry today, writing various war stories
for DC Thomson’s Commando and is also currently working on a
violent, sexy novel that follows a blood-soaked trail of retribution,
from the India of the Raj on the eve of WW1 to England and ltaly at
the start of the Swinging Sixties.
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As co-creator of Judge Dredd, Carlos Ezquerra designed the
classic original costume as well as visually conceptualising Mega-
City One. He also co-created Strontium Dog. He has also illustrated
A.B.C. Warriors, Judge Anderson, Tharg the Mighty, Al's Baby and
Cursed Earth Koburn amongst many others. Qutside of the ‘Galaxy’s
Greatest Comic’, Ezquerra first illustrated Third World War in Crisis
magazine, and has since become a regular collaborator with Garth
Ennis, working on Adventures in the Rifle Brigade, Bloody Mary, Just
a Pilgrim, Condors and The Magnificent Kevin. He also pencilled
two special Preacher episodes.






YOU'RE BEYOND ACCURATE
RANGE, BUT I'LL JUST GIVE
IT ONE SHOT. IF | MISS, YOU
CAN LIVE. IF I DON'T MISS...
THEN | DON'T MISS.

THE &) )
GUN-SLINGIN-
FACE \™
OF FURY!

1862 — a time of great turmoil. As the American
Civil War tears a nation in two, dangerous men
prosper through bloodshed.

El Mestizo was once a slave who managed to
escape to Mexico. Now he’s come back over
the border — a mercenary for hire.

But does he really work for either side, or is he
playing them both?
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