
 Charlie
Higson

 Maura
McHugh

Suyi  Davies 
Okungbowa 

John
McCrea

 CHARLIE
ADLARD

 Rob
Williams

9
7

8
-

1
-

7
8

1
0

8
-

8
3

9
-

5

£4.99 // 27
TH M

AY-22
ND JULY 2020



THE TREASURY OF BRITISH COMICS PRESENTS

SPECIAL 2020

Creative Director and CEO: Jason Kingsley / Chief Technical Officer: Chris Kingsley
Head of Books & Comics: Ben Smith / Publishing Manager: Beth Lewis
Senior Graphic Novel Editor: Keith Richardson / Graphic Novel Editors: Maz Smith & Oliver Pickles
Graphic Design: Sam Gretton, Oz Osborne & Gemma Sheldrake
Reprographics: Joseph Morgan, Emma Denton & Richard Tustian 
Publishing Coordinator: Owen Johnson / PR: Michael Molcher

Treasury of British Comics Presents SMASH! Published by Rebellion, Riverside House, Osney Mead, 
Oxford OX2 0ES. All contents © 2020 Rebellion Publishing IP Ltd. All rights reserved. Treasury of 
British Comics is a registered trademark. Reproduction, storage in a retrieval system or transmission 
in any form or by any means in whole or part without prior permission of Rebellion is strictly 
forbidden. Any resemblance to people living or dead, or to any companies or institutions (except 
for satirical purposes) is unintended and purely coincidental. Printed in Great Britain by PCP. 
Distribution/Trade Enquiries: Seymour, 2 East Poultry Avenue, London EC1A 9PT. Tel: 020-7429-4000. 

EDITED BY KEITH RICHARDSON AND OLIVER PICKLES. DESIGNED BY SAM GRETTON. COVER ART BY CHRIS WESTON

THE RETURN OF THE 
WORLD’S GREATEST 
SUPER-VILLAIN!

Story by Rob Williams
Art by John McCrea
Colours by Mike Spicer
Letters by Simon Bowland
Created by Ted Cowan and Reg Bunn

3

AS ONE HERO FALLS 
ANOTHER IS BORN!

Story by Helen O’Hara
Art by Valentina Pinti
Colours by Jim Boswell
Letters by Ozvaldo Sanchez
Created by Eric Dadswell

12

ONLY THE MISSING 
LINK CAN SAVE US!

Story by Anita Break
Art by Tom Raney
Colours by Gary Caldwell
Letters by SG
Created by Alf Wallace and Luis Bermejo

20

THE VANISHING MAN 
FIGHTS UNSEEN 
FORCES!

Story by Charlie Higson
Art by Charlie Adlard
Letters by Simon Bowland
Created by Ken Bulmer, Sid Bicknell,
Ken Mennell, Jack Le Grand and Jesús Blasco

30

THE LOST
MECHANICAL MARVEL 
IS REDISCOVERED!

Story by Suyi Davies Okungbowa
Art by Anand Radhakrishnan
Co-colourist: Deeganto Joardar
Letters by SG
Created by Tom Tully and Bill Lacey

40

OCCULT 
INVESTIGATORS
UNITE!

Story by Maura McHugh
Art by Andreas Butzbach
Letters by A. Cult 
Jason Hyde created by Barrington J. Bayley
and Eric Bradbury. Cursitor Doom created
by Ken Mennell and Eric Bradbury

51

PUPPET PROTECTORS 
SAVE THE DAY!

Story by Simon Furman
Art by Chris Weston
Letters by Jim Campbell
Created by Tom Tully and Eric Bradbury

59





Created by Ted Cowan and Reg Bunn

REAL NAME/ALIASES
Unknown.

OCCUPATION
Criminal mastermind, sometime hero.

QUOTE
"By the webs of Juba!"
 
ALLIES
Roy Ordini, Professor Pelham, Spider-Boy, The Society of Heroes (Mr Gizmo, Captain 
Whiz, Rex Robot, Tigro the Wild Man, Rock Man, Snow Man).
 
ENEMIES
Crime Genie, The Android Emperor, The Secret Seven (Limbo the Unknown, The Living 
Totem, The Shark, Gas Man, Muto the Multi-Form, The Mad Meckanoid), Dr Mysterioso, 
Mirror Man, and the NYPD.

SKILLS & ABILITIES
The Spider possesses great speed, agility and a genius intellect, all of which make him 
a formidable opponent. He employs a variety of weaponry including his Spider-pistol, 
which fires an unidentified, sticky substance with phenomenal tensile strength. He also 
carries a gas-pellet gun, which fires paralysing gas and a plastic substance capable of 
altering the shape of its' target for up to three weeks. His wetsuit-style costume is 
bulletproof yet light enough to manoeuvre in. The Spider's transport, the Helicar - a 
flying 'tube' complete with revolving air jets - was created by Professor Pelham.
 
FIRST APPEARANCE
Lion, 26th June 1965.
 
HISTORY
The Spider made his first public appearance when he rescued professional safe-breaker  
Roy Ordini from a police dragnet. The Spider was recruiting the thief for his 'Empire 
of Crime', promising to make him rich if he agreed to join. Ordini accepted and was 
swiftly followed into the Spider's service by Professor Pelham. The two (occasionally) 
loyal henchman would join their new master on several adventures, starting with a 
face-off against the master of illusion, Mirror Man. The rotund menace stole a ten 
million dollar haul of bullion from under The Spider's nose, even framing him for the 
crime. The Spider's superior criminal intellect would eventually see him triumph over 
his first 'super foe', but increasingly bizarre and powerful opposition would follow. 
Initial encounters occurred when The Spider's criminal activities got in the way of 
other criminal's exploits. Often they would lure him out by exploiting his vanity - The 
Spider's one, overwhelming weakness. There were also many instances, however, 
when the Spider would show a more moral, almost heroic side - most notably when 
he teamed up with the Society of Heroes to stop Limbo the Unknown and his Sinister 
Seven teammates from taking over the world.
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Created by Eric Dadswell

REAL NAME/ALIASES
Mick Riley (I), Mary Landson (II).

OCCUPATION
Police Constable (I), Police Sergeant (II).

QUOTE
“I promise to use Professor Markham’s invention to seek and fight 
the forces of evil...wherever they may be!”
 
ALLIES
Professor Markham, Sergeant Meredith, The Vigilant.
 
ENEMIES
‘Tiger’ Malonni, Doctor Galvanic.

SKILLS & ABILITIES
Thunderbolt’s power derives from a wristwatch, which, when 
activated, gives the wearer super strength, greater agility and the 
ability to fly for two hours at a time (which changed to one hour 
at a later date).

FIRST APPEARANCE
Mick Riley: Buster, 30th October 1965.
Mary Landson, Scream & Misty Special 2017.
 
HISTORY
Mick Riley was removed from active duty as a police officer by 
his superiors, who mocked his size and didn’t think he was up to 
the job. However, after he became a police escort for Professor 
Markham, Markham bequeathed Riley a special wristwatch before 
he died. The wristwatch contained “thermo-clyodinephostium”, 
which when released triggers a change in its wearer giving them 
increased strength agility and the ability to fly. Mick Riley uses 
these enhanced abilities to fight crime as he becomes Thunderbolt. 
Mick Riley passed the mantle on to Mary Landson, who is carrying 
on Mick Riley’s mantle as the superpowered Thunderbolt, taking on 
villains such as Doctor Galvanic, The Sludge and Dr. Von Hoffman. 
She is currently a member of the superpowered collective known 
as The Vigilant.



I’M THUNDERBOLT THE AVENGER. 
IRREPRESSIBLE. UNSTOPPABLE. 
BUT I WASN’T ALWAYS.

 I USED TO BE PLAIN OLD POLICE CONSTABLE 
MARY LANDSON, WONDERING IF I’D EVER GET 
MY COLLEAGUES TO TAKE ME SERIOUSLY.

LITERALLY OVERLOOKED. FIGHTING FOR ASSIGNMENTS. LOSING THOSE FIGHTS. MAYBE 
I’M NOT GOOD ENOUGH.

SO I SAY TO  
HER, DO YOU FANCY  
A NIGHTCAP, LOVE?  
AND SHE GIGGLES  

AND SAYS…

HE SAID HE’D  
PUT ME FORWARD FOR  

IT, SAYS I HAVE THE  
RIGHT STUFF…

SIR, I’D LIKE  
TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP OUT 
ON THE MISSING HOMELESS 

INVESTIGATION.

THAT’S ALREADY TAKEN 
CARE OF, LANDSON. I HAVE 
ANOTHER IMPORTANT TASK 

FOR YOU AND RILEY.

SCRIPT
HELEN O’HARA

ART
VALENTINA PINTI

COLOURS
JIM BOSWELL

LETTERS
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ARGH!ARGH!ARGH!ARGH!

 ‘IMPORTANT TASK’, HE SAYS. IT’S THE BIGGEST 
NIGHT IN THE FOOTBALL CALENDAR, I’M A MAD 
UNITED FAN AND I WAS STUCK OUT THE BACK, 
GUARDING THE BLOODY GOODS ENTRANCE.

ONCE AGAIN, LANDSON AND 
THE FAMOUSLY INCOMPETENT 
MICK RILEY, PAIRED UP AND 
FAR AWAY FROM THE ACTION.

AT LEAST MICK WAS NEVER AS SEXIST 
AS THE REST OF THEM. HE JUST HELD 
BACK AT WORK FOR SOME REASON, 
AND I DIDN’T UNDERSTAND WHY. 

THAT’S WHEN ALL 
HELL BROKE LOOSE.

STOP THERE,  
SIR, CAN WE  

SEE SOME ID-ARGH!

BEST  
NOT GET  
INTO IT.

MICK,  
I JUST WANT  

TO HELP.

LET’S GO  
SEE ABOUT THAT  

VAN, EH? DO  
OUR JOBS.

SO CAN’T  
YOU JUST…  
BE THERE?

IT’S NOT  
THAT SIMPLE.

YOU CAN TRUST  
ME, YOU KNOW. WE’RE 

FRIENDS. I KNOW YOU’RE 
BETTER THAN THEY SAY. 

WE BOTH ARE.

MICK,  I GET THE  
RUBBISH DETAIL BECAUSE  

OUR BOSS IS A SEXIST BUT WHY 
DO YOU? SHOULDN’T YOU BE 

INSIDE WITH THE GUYS?

THE BOSS SAYS  
I’M NEVER WHERE I’M 

SUPPOSED TO BE. MAKES 
ME A POOR COPPER,  

HE SAYS.



THAT’S WHEN I REALISED THAT MY 
UNDERPERFORMING PARTNER WAS 
THUNDERBOLT, THE VIGILANTE HERO.

WHILE I TRIED HARD TO GET ONE MONSTER 
UNDER CONTROL, A SINGLE PUNCH FROM 
HIM KNOCKED OUT ANOTHER TWO.

LOOK OUT!  
THERE’S MORE!

GOTTA SAY, 
 IT FEELS GOOD TO  
LET SOMEONE IN  
ON THE SECRET.

I’M JUST A GUY WHO WAS 
GIVEN THIS WATCH. IT’S MY 

RESPONSIBILITY NOW, TO USE IT 
PROPERLY. BUT THE POWER ONLY 
LASTS AN HOUR EACH USE – SO 
MOST OF THE TIME I’M STILL ME, 

IN THE WRONG PLACE AT THE 
WRONG TIME.

THAT EXPLAINS A LOT.  
SO…WHAT NOW?

NOW WE SEE  
WHAT’S GOING ON. BETTER 

STAND BACK.

I, ER, TOOK  
SOME BOXING  

LESSONS. HOLY HELL,  
YOU’RE THUNDERBOLT! 
YOU’RE A SUPERHERO!  

YOU CAN FLY!

YEAH,  
THE FLYING IS  
PRETTY GREAT.



I DIDN’T KNOW IT THEN, BUT 
THE MAN INSIDE THE LORRY 
WAS CALLED LUIGI LAVENZA.

HE CALLED HIMSELF DR GALVANIC, 
AND HE WAS CONVINCED HE COULD 
CONTROL LIFE AND DEATH. HE WAS – 
HE IS – A MADMAN.

SO YOU’VE DEFEATED MY  
FRANKEN-MEN. BIG DEAL. NOW MY  

DEVICE IS READY, AND IT WILL DO THE SAME 
TO YOU – AND TO EVERY PERSON WITHIN  

THAT STADIUM.

WE HAVE  
TO STOP  

HIM!



BUT MICK WAS HOLDING BACK. 
HE DIDN’T TELL ME WHAT HE 
MUST HAVE SUSPECTED

HE DISRUPTED THE  
MACHINE ALRIGHT.

BUT MICK DIDN’T TELL ME 
THAT IT WOULD COST HIM 
EVERYTHING.

ON IT!

HOW DO WE  
STOP HIM? CAN WE  

TURN IT OFF?

I DON’T THINK IT’S  
THAT SIMPLE – BUT IF YOU  

CAN GET HIM AWAY, I THINK I CAN 
USE MY POWERS TO DISRUPT 

THAT DEVICE.



HE LEFT ME WITH A 
POWER I NEVER ASKED 
FOR, A RESPONSIBILITY 
I NEVER WANTED.

SOMETHING TOLD ME 
TO THROW THE WATCH 
AWAY AND FORGET 
ABOUT THUNDERBOLT. 

BUT I OWED IT TO 
MICK TO HONOUR 
HIS DYING WISH.

AND THAT’S WHEN I LOST MY 
FRIEND. HE WASN’T ALWAYS A 
PERFECT COPPER, BUT THAT’S 
BECAUSE HE WAS SOMETHING 
MORE. A GOOD MAN. SOMEONE 
WHO TRIED TO HELP. 

RIGHT, YOU MURDEROUS 
SCUMBAG. YOU ARE UNDER 

ARREST. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT  
NOT TO SAY ANYTHING…

 YOU STUPID PLODDERS.  
YOU DESTROYED MY BEAUTIFUL 
MACHINE – BUT HOW? HOW? 

 IT WAS UNSTOPPABLE.

… BUT IT MAY  
HARM YOUR DEFENCE  

IF YOU FAIL TO  
MENTION…

COME ON, MICK,  
HOLD ON.

YOU’LL MAKE A  
GOOD THUNDERBOLT.  

BETTER THAN ME. JUST… 
DO YOUR BEST.

NO, IT’S YOURS  
MICK, YOU’RE GOING  

TO BE FINE.

YOU HAVE TO  
TAKE IT. DON’T TELL  

THEM. THEY’LL USE IT FOR  
GLORY. YOU MUST USE  

IT FOR GOOD.

OFFICER DOWN,  
OFFICER DOWN, WE  

NEED HELP IMMEDIATELY  
AT THE GOODS GATE, 

OFFICER DOWN.

MARY, YOU NEED  
TO TAKE THE THUNDERBOLT WATCH.  

IT HAS TO BE YOU.



I HAD SOME FAST TALKING TO 
DO. LAVENZA’S VICTIMS, HIS 
FRANKEN-MEN, WERE MOSTLY 
KILLED IN THE BLAST FROM 
THE EXPLODING MACHINE.

I TOLD THEM MICK THREW HIS 
NIGHTSTICK AT THE MACHINERY, 
SHIELDED ME FROM THE BLAST. 
IT’S NOT UNTRUE, BUT NOT THE 
WHOLE TRUTH.

THEY PROMOTED ME TO SERGEANT 
AT LAST, GAVE ME AN AWARD, AND 
ONE FOR MICK AS WELL. BUT IT WAS 
A HOLLOW VICTORY.

AND WHEN DR 
GALVANIC ESCAPED 
FROM CUSTODY, I 
BROUGHT HIM BACK, 
AS THUNDERBOLT. I 
MAY HAVE PUNCHED 
HIM ON THE WAY. I’M 
NO SAINT – BUT I’M 
TRYING TO LIVE UP 
TO MICK’S EXAMPLE.

I DON’T ENTIRELY TRUST THIS 
POWER. MAYBE I’M NOT THE 
BEST PERSON FOR IT. BUT I’M 
GOING TO TRY TO BE.  I AM 
THUNDERBOLT: HEAR ME ROAR.

THERE MUST BE 
SOMETHING I DIDN’T 

SEE, SOMETHING I DIDN’T 
ACCOUNT FOR. NOTHING NOTHING 

HUMAN COULD HAVE DONE HUMAN COULD HAVE DONE 
WHAT HE DID. NOTHING  WHAT HE DID. NOTHING  

OF THIS WORLD!OF THIS WORLD!

ANYTHING YOU  
LATER RELY ON  

IN COURT.

GODDAMN
YOU TO HELL.

THE BEGINNING



Created by Alf Wallace and Luis Bermejo

REAL NAME/ALIASES
Link, John Foster.

OCCUPATION
Caretaker, superhero.

QUOTE
 “I am a man from the future!”
 
ALLIES
Rick Harwood, Lita Munro, the Home Office.
 
ENEMIES
Bull Belson, Dr. Viktor Kelso, The Animal Man, Professor Jarra, The 
Renusians (a race of alien shape-shifters), Mr Opposite, The Brain, The 
Brute, The Hunter, The Secret Society of Science, Disastro.

SKILLS & ABILITIES
As the Missing Link he possessed superhuman strength. As Johnny 
Future, he was continuously gaining new superhuman abilities. Johnny 
Future developed enhanced senses, superhuman intelligence and 
became even stronger than before. He would later gain the power of 
flight and astral projection. 
 
FIRST APPEARANCE
Fantastic!, 18th February 1967.
 
HISTORY
While on an expedition in Africa, hunter Bull Belson found exactly 
what  he was looking for - the missing link between ape and primitive 
man. Drawn out of the jungle by his fascination with Belson’s secretary 
Lita Munro, the hulking Link was lured back to Britain where he went 
on a rampage around London. After evading the authorities, Link 
found refuge in an isolated experimental research station where 
the radiation from a machine transformed him into a super-evolved 
human being. After defeating a spy working at the research station 
called Dr. Kelso, the ‘future man’ returned to London and adopted 
the mantle of costumed adventurer, Johnny Future. As Johnny’s 
powers evolved his enemies became more formidable. From the beast-
controlling Animal Man to shape-shifting alien invaders, Johnny Future 
remains undefeated. 



TIMEOUT

SCRIPT
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HELLO FRED - 
FINISHED FOR

THE DAY?

I CERTAINLY
HAVE - PINT OF

THE USUAL
PLEASE.

COMING
RIGHT UP!

ARE
YOU OKAY

MATE?

BUGGER.

WHAT
THE --!

HAMMERSMITH, LONDON.

YESTERDAY.



(SIGH)….

HAIL 
RENUSIA!

PATHETIC
SPECIES! I WILL
SAVOUR THIS

KILL!

YOU RENUSIANS
NEVER LEARN! HOW WAS

IT UP THERE
JOHNNY?

YOUR FATHER’S
NEW SATELLITE CAME UP

TRUMPS CHUM - IT WAS THE
RENUSIANS UP TO THEIR OLD

TRICKS AGAIN.

ARE YOU
OKAY?

I DON’T THINK
THAT I’LL EVER GET

USED TO BEING ABLE
TO SURVIVE IN SPACE - 

IT’S UNSETTLING.

BUT IF I
HAVE TO GO UP
THERE AND DEAL
WITH ANOTHER
THREAT, THEN

SO BE IT.

AIIEEEEEE!

OH WELL...

EARTH WAS FUN WHILE IT LASTED!

20TH JULY, 1969.



TODAY. WE ARE ALMOST 
THERE DOCTOR 
RISHI. ALL WILL
BE REVEALED 
SOON.

AND 
‘THERE’ 
IS…?

THE
ISLE OF
FELL. 

HOME
TO OUR 

SALVATION.
HELLO

GARETH.

RELAX
DOCTOR,
IT’S ONLY 
GARETH! 

WHATTHEFU--

ARAAAHHOOO!

GARETH?!?!

YOU’RE
NOT TRYING TO
INVOLVE ME IN

ANYTHING ILLEGAL
ARE YOU?

I FIND THAT
THE SILLY NAME 
MAKES HIM LESS 

TERRIFYING.

YOU’RE LATE.
THE RENUSIANS HAVE 
JUST OBLITERATED 

BRUSSELS! THEN LET’S
NOT WASTE
ANY MORE

TIME.

SORRY,
YES, DOCTOR

RISHI, MEET TIMUR 
MENSHOV – THE 

ANIMAL MAN!

WAIT,
AREN’T
YOU …?

WITH ALL DUE
RESPECT MR HARWOOD,
YOU STILL HAVEN’T TOLD

ME WHERE WE ARE GOING? 
ALL YOU HAVE SAID IS THAT 

YOU NEED MY HELP TO 
SAVE THE WORLD.

THANK
YOU YOUNG

MAN.



AREN’T
YOU A

VILLAIN?

THAT KOOK FROM THE SIXTIES 
- CLAIMED HE COULD MENTALLY 

CONTROL ALL FORMS OF 
WILDLIFE?

THIS ‘KOOK’
REFORMED IN THE 

EIGHTIES. THOUGH I 
OFTEN MEET PEOPLE 

THAT MAKE ME
QUESTION THAT 

DECISION.

YES. IT
WAS WHILE I 
WAS INTERNING 
FOR HIM. BUT 
WE NEVER GOT 
TO FINISH IT AS 
THE FUNDING 
WAS PULLED.

EX-SUPER VILLAINS, SECRET 
ISLAND BASES AND WEIRD 

MONSTER-BUTLERS…I NEED TO 
KNOW WHAT’S GOING ON?

KESHIA DID
FINISH HIS WORK – 
WITH THE HELP OF
AN OLD FRIEND

OF MINE.

YOU WORKED
ON THE LATE 

DOCTOR KESHIA’S
CRYO-CELL?

THAT’S
IT!

ISN’T THAT
JOHNNY FUTURE 

INSIDE?

YES.
AND I NEED 

YOU TO WAKE 
HIM UP.

THREE… TWO… ONE!

JOHNNY?

THIS ALL LOOKS RELATIVELY 
STRAIGHT FORWARD – 
JUST AS I REMEMBER.

ACTIVATING
REVIVAL

PROTOCOL.

IN FOUR…



RICKY? RICKY 
HARWOOD?

THAT’S RIGHT 
JOHNNY.

WE HAD TO...
THE WORLD IS

BEING INVADED BY
THE RENUSIANS.

SO
WHY WAKE

ME?

THIS IS ALL…
SO MUCH I CAN’T 
REMEMBER… WE 
NEED TO TALK 

RICK.
LET ME

JUST DEAL 
WITH THIS 

FIRST.

JOHNNY!
IT’S ME JOHNNY…

RICK.
YOUR

FRIEND.

I CAN TELL FROM YOUR 
FACE I HAVE BEEN IN 
THERE SOME TIME.

HAVE YOU 
FOUND A WAY 
TO SLOW IT 

DOWN?

NOT 
YET.

IT’S 2020.



WHO WAS
THAT?

YOU KIDDIN’ ME?
IT’S DAT SUPER LIMEY

JOEY FUTURE… AIN’T SEEN
HIM SINCE BETAMAX

WAS BIG.



IN
THIRTY-EIGHT 

MINUTES!

HE’S
DEFEATED THEM, 
ALL OF THEM.

HE LOOKS 
DIFFERENT – WHAT 
HAPPENED TO HIS 

SKIN?

JOHNNY. 
IS THAT 
YOU?

YOU’RE
GOING TO KILL 

HIM ?!?

HE JUST 
SAVED THE 

EARTH!

KILL HIM
– NO.

HE
DESIGNED THE 
GUN HIMSELF, 
FOR THIS VERY 

OUTCOME.

ALL OF
THAT ACTIVITY, ITS 
KICKSTARTED HIS 

NEXT EVOLUTIONARY 
JUMP – ONE THAT 

MAY KILL US
ALL!

THIS IS WHY
HE HAS BEEN
IN CRYOSLEEP
SINCE 1989.

DOCTOR RISHI,
PASS MY BAG, 

QUICKLY!

WE
NEED TO 

NEUTRALISE 
JOHNNY
FUTURE.



THE ENERGY
IS DISSIPATING - 
HE’S BECOMING 
HUMAN AGAIN!

WAIT! HE’S…
HE’S…BECOMING  

SOMETHING
ELSE…

SOMETHING 
MORE PRIMAL.

HE’S
DEVOLVING!

MR. MENSHOV.
DO YOU 
MIND…?

HE’LL START 
EVOLVING VERY 
SOON, SO WE 

NEED TO GET HIM 
BACK INTO THE 

CHAMBER.

AND MAYBE
AFTERWARDS DOCTOR 

RISIHI, WE CAN DISCUSS 
A WAY TO BRING JOHNNY 

FUTURE BACK FOR 
GOOD!

THE ENDTHE ENDTHE END

RELAX…
BEAST…
RELAX.



THE COMPLETE CLASSIC ADVENTURES 
OF BRITAIN’S GREATEST SUPERHERO!

OUT NOW



Created by Ken Bulmer, Sid Bicknell, Ken Mennell,
Jack Le Grand and Jesús Blasco

REAL NAME
 Louis Crandell.
 
OCCUPATION
 Lab Assistant, Criminal, Shadow Squad Agent.
 
QUOTE
“These miraculous powers have caused me nothing but trouble and heartache.”
 
ALLIES
Terry Gray, Professor Barringer, Tom Scott, Blackie Morris, The Shadow Squad.
 
ENEMIES
Doctor Deutz, Sharkey, Scotland Yard, John Somes, New York City, F.E.A.R. (the 
Federation for Extortion, Assassination and Rebellion), The Builder.
 
SKILLS & ABILITIES
By receiving an electric charge through his prosthetic steel hand, Crandell can make 
his entire body and clothing become invisible. Ironically the hand remains visible. 
While operating as a British secret service agent, Crandell’s hand was upgraded into 
a fully-functioning bionic hand complete with a variety of weapons and gadgets, 
including missiles and a radio transmitter. Later still, the ‘claw’ could be operated 
independently by remote control. 
 
FIRST APPEARANCE
Valiant, 16th October 1962.
 
HISTORY
Louis Crandell was lab assistant to the brilliant Professor Barrington. Having 
lost his right hand in a previous lab accident (and now sporting a prosthetic steel 
claw), Crandell was already bitter and jealous of the older man. When running an 
experiment to destroy germs, Barrington’s equipment blew up and Crandell’s claw 
was struck by an ultra-high voltage cable. The accident turned all but Crandell’s claw 
invisible. The young man went on a crime spree and successfully robbed a bank before 
the invisibility wore off. Crandell then realised that in order to regain invisibility, he 
need to receive another electric shock. After narrowly evading capture, Crandell made 
his way to the USA where he attempted to blow up New York City. The Steel Claw’s plan 
was foiled by Professor Barringer, who managed to catch up with his young assistant 
and informed him that the accident had also made him temporarily insane.

With a newfound respect for Professor Barringer, Crandell was optimistic about 
his future. But it wasn’t long before trouble came in the form of Dr. Deutz - a 
contemporary of Barringer’s, who had duplicated the Professor’s experiment in an 
attempt to gain the power of invisibility for himself. Deutz’s experiment failed and he 
transformed into a powerful beast man. He turned to crime and tried framing the Steel 
Claw, only to be eventually defeated by him. The Steel Claw’s heroic actions didn’t go 
unnoticed and soon Crandell was approached by the British Secret Service to join the 
Shadow Squad. For a brief period of time the Steel Claw operated as a costumed hero, 
a detective and a bounty hunter.
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THE END
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Created by Tom Tully and Bill Lacey

REAL NAME/ALIASES
Mytek.

OCCUPATION
Vehicle, religious icon.

QUOTE
“Grraaaaarrrrrgghh!”
 
ALLIES
Professor Arnold Boyce (creator), Dick Mason (gamekeeper, ally of 
Boyce), the Akari tribe.
 
ENEMIES
Gogra; Gorgus.

SKILLS & ABILITIES
Mytek was built to be far larger than a regular gorilla and is strong 
enough to lift in excess of 100 tons. Within the fur on his back are 
solar-powered batteries; should these be damaged or blocked from 
the sun’s rays, it can weaken the robotic ape.
 
FIRST APPEARANCE
Valiant, 26th September 1964.
 
HISTORY
After his laboratory was destroyed by the neighbouring Akari tribe, 
Professor Boyce decided to try and change the tribe’s ways by 
recreating their deity, a giant ape called “Mytek” (who symbolised 
destruction), in gigantic robotic form and issued orders via the 
mechanical marvel, swaying the tribe’s behaviour. But the robot was 
stolen by Professor Boyce’s assistant, a dwarf called Gogra, and used 
to consolidate the Akari tribe into an army hellbent on destroying all 
who were against them. Gogra would be defeated but continued to 
terrorise Professor Boyce with a long line of robots, such as the Gorgus.



Benin City, Nigeria. 2035.

Hmm?

Dear,
you need to 

come and see 
this!

SCRIPT
SUYI DAVIES

OKUNGBOWA
ART

ANAND
RADHAKRISHNAN

CO-COLOURIST
DEEGANTO 
JOARDAR

LETTERS
SG



University of Benin.

These gentlemen are 
from a handful of 
state councils and 
ministries. They are 

here for you.

They
have discovered 

something..
extraordinary, and need 
our foremost expert to 
help lead an excavation. 

That’s why I called
you in.

Hmm, I see.
Where’s the “but” 

though? Things like
these don’t come 
without “buts”.

Well, nothing fancy:
a non-disclosure, to start.
And you’ll be on indefinite 
leave from the university 
during your time there.

You have until the end 
of today to decide. The 
project requires the 

utmost swiftness.

Two days later.



THE NEXT DAY.

PROFESSOR,
WHAT IN

HEAVEN...?

No wahala.
It’s my duty to 

ensure postgrads 
get the requisite 

experience.
Who the what?

...and the week after...

...and, finally, a month later.

Me neither!
And just look
at that. It’s--

it’s--

When you said
a surreptitious 

government project, I 
thought you meant digging 

up another one of the 
Oba’s relics. But this? I’m 
so excited! Thank you for 

thinking of me for the 
aide position.

You’ve never
heard of Mytek?

Oh don’t you
know? It’s Mytek

the Mighty!

The day after...

Over fifty feet of
metal skeleton unearthed,

and that’s less than half its
full height! And they say the head 
contains a sort of autonomous 

computer brain. What do
you think it is?

Don’t tell me to
calm down. This robot has been

missing for decades. This discovery
will not just put our government on the 
global ascendancy, but our university on 
the map too. We don’t have time for petty 

corrupt politics, abeg. Get us
those funds.

What do you mean funds are short?
We are on the verge of a world-altering 
discovery here, can’t you see? Mytek the 
Mighty rediscovered! We’re talking about
the greatest technological feat to come

out of this continent. We need to
get this done immediately. 

Calm down,
Professor.
We’re doing
what we can.

I can’t believe it.
We finally did it. We 

unearthed the biggest 
colossus in the history

of mankind.



Why else?
Because stories

give power, and the
power of Mytek is not

one we’re supposed
to have.

Yes, but only if
you look at global sources.

The true story of Mytek can only 
be found on the lips of indigenous 
scholars, and I’ve been privileged 

to interview to a few in my line
of work. Only there can you

find the true story.

Magnificent.

How did you
know what it was?

I mean, I looked it up, but 
there are only references

to the children’s comic,
King Mytek.

Why
is that
so?



Accra, Ghana.

Mr Dunbar,
there’s something

you may want
to see.

A few weeks later.

The University of Benin.

Next day.



Professor
Okaka? Could I 
have a moment 
of your time?

DUNBAR
Anthony Dunbar.
You may not have 

heard of me,
but...

I read a newspaper article
on your Mytek excavation.

Now, I won’t ask you how that
information leaked, but tracing 

that discovery back to its roots
in our great history-- which 

everyone seems to have 
forgotten-- was some

good work.

I would
like to hire

you.

I need an
anthropologist.
You’ve worked
with Mytek. You
already know
everything.

Excuse
me?

What are you
talking about?

What are you doing 
with Mytek?

What
do you mean
reviving?

For too long
we have been framed
as the dark continent,

dumped on and pushed aside 
despite our contributions to 

the world. My life’s work is to 
change that, and a world wonder 
like Mytek is the key. Mytek will 

Make Africa Great Again.

I’m
reviving

him.

I don’t know, this is all...
fortituous. Will they let 

you, the government?

It’s not about
money, Mr Dunbar. You

perhaps do not know the
story of Mytek?

I have
purchased the

excavation and the
land it’s on. The 

state and national 
governments 

were very easy
to satisfy.

Look, I’m
only a tech guy.
I need someone
to interpret my 

findings and situate 
them in a socio-
historical frame.
Just name your

price.

Sure. How
can I help 
you, Mr...?

Of Dunbar Co? Of
course! Genius scientist,
tech magante, billionaire 

philanthropist: How can I not
have heard? It’s such an

honour, sir.

What might you
want with lowly me, 

Mr Dunbar?



The story goes that he was 
created by a professor named 

Arnold Boyce to connect with the 
indigenous people who lived where 
he was carrying out his research.

Boyce had noble intentions, but 
that did not stop Mytek from being 
used for other nefarious deeds.

Mytek was used to destroy the 
very people he was created for...



wars were started...

...cities were destroyed...

...and that was why he had to be put 
to rest by Boyce and his friends.



So, you see,
Mr Dunbar, why I 

hesitate to accept 
your proposition.

But imagine,
Professor Okaka, if we 

left Mytek alone. Imagine if 
he then fell into the hands of 
people not like ours, hands 
worse than ours. Join me,

and we can prevent
that.

But...I can’t
just up and leave

my family and
my job!

I’ll...I’ll
have to think
about this.

Let’s face it:
you are going to come 

under scrutiny anyway, for 
leaking that article. And 
your family can always 

come with you.

Well, while you think, consider 
this: I may have appeased the 

state and national governments 
here, but there will be other 
powers, local and foreign,

who have not forgotten
what Mytek is capable of,

and what they can
do with him.

No one
will be safe

from them, not 
even you or your 
family. Remember 

that.

Here is
my contact 
information.

Don’t take too 
long to make that 

decision. The future 
of the continent, 
and the world, 

depends on
it.



What is 
going on, 
Joyce?

Professor Okaka,
what is this I’m seeing 

from the Vice-Chancellor? 
A disciplinary hearing with 

your name on it?

I also have
a cease-and-desist

order from the Palace of
the Oba of Benin. They want us 
to cease every affiliation with 

that excavation project, now and 
forthwith. They say the discovery 

is a local relic of the ancient 
kingdom of Benin, and they are 

making moves to reclaim
their property.

Anyway, please do
as both the Vice-Chancellor 
and the Palace say. I don’t 

want any trouble for
the department.

Hello?
WHAT!?

The week after.

I hope
so.

Trust me,
you did the 
right thing.

Oh yes,
I know it. This

is just what we
have always

needed...

...the original 
wonder to return 

us to glory, to 
help us take our 
rightful place in 

the world...

...Mytek,
the Mighty!

AND THE MIGHTY MYTEK IS REBORN!AND THE MIGHTY MYTEK IS REBORN!

Undisclosed Location.



Created by Ken Mennell and Eric Bradbury

REAL NAME/ALIASES: Unknown.

OCCUPATION: Investigator of the strange and mystic.

QUOTE: "I fight evil things…foes beyond the comprehension of other men!"
 
ALLIES: Angus McCraggan (assistant/muscle), Scarab (a raven).
 
ENEMIES: Kalak the Dwarf, Mr Sneed, Black Patch, Brice Talbot (AKA The Master of Fear), 
Mardarax, Attagorx the Ancient, Ranak the Red.

SKILLS & ABILITIES: Cursitor Doom possesses slight psychic powers, an extensive, 
encyclopaedic knowledge of the occult and razor-sharp detective skills. He is also in possession 
of several powerful occult artefacts.
 
FIRST APPEARANCE: SMASH!, 15th March 1969
 
HISTORY: Cursitor Doom spent much of his youth studying and eventually become a master of the occult, devoting his life to defending the world from supernatural evil. Cursitor 
Doom was joined by ex-soldier Angus McCraggan on his quest to seek out and battle dark forces threatening humanity, beginning their partnership (along with Doom's pet raven, 
Scarab) by defeating Kalak the Dwarf – an ancient and cruel sorcerer who had been turned to stone by his own people, only to be resurrected by an unscrupulous newspaper 
reporter.

Created by Barrington J. Bayley and Eric Bradbury

REAL NAME/ALIASES: Jason Hyde.

OCCUPATION: Paranormal Investigator/Former Scientist.

QUOTE: “Stop, you fool!”
 
ALLIES: Cursitor Doom.
 
ENEMIES: Sir Jules Ravenger, Dr Rafe Klystron.

SKILLS & ABILITIES: Jason Hyde permanently emits blue rays from his colourless eyes, 
which allow him to read minds and see through solid objects, but also require him to always 
wear sunglasses. He has also created many inventions, such as a walking stick that has been modified with all manner of hidden and unusual weapons.
 
FIRST APPEARANCE: Valiant, 15th May 1965.
 
HISTORY: After Jason Hyde was accidentally exposed to the radiation that altered his eyes and gave him new and unusual powers, he became an investigator of the uncanny, 
transforming himself into a strikingly unique individual.
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Created by Tom Tully and Eric Bradbury

REAL NAME/ALIASES
Eric Dolmann.

OCCUPATION
Puppeteer, inventor, ventriloquist, secret agent.

QUOTE
“Let the children of Dolmann strike!”
 
ALLIES
Dolmann’s mechanical puppets including Togo, Raider, Giggler, Mole, 
Elasto, Astro, Trailer, Micro.
 
ENEMIES
D.A.R.T. (The Department for Arson, Revolution and Terror), The Hawk, 
The Iceman.

SKILLS & ABILITIES
Dolmann has mastered the art of puppeteering and ventriloquism. A 
genius inventor, his mechanical warriors have a variety of purpose-
built, specific abilities. Dolmann also utilises a variety of vehicles 
including the Dolbike and the unique  Dolmobile.
 
FIRST APPEARANCE
Valiant, 10th October 1966.
 
HISTORY
Not much is known about Dolmann’s early life, but at some stage 
during his early adulthood he was approached by the International 
Security Agency to become one of their agents. Dolmann agreed, 
employing his scientific genius to create a small army of mechanical 
warriors to aid him in his ongoing battle against the forces of evil. 
They included Raider, who resembled a British Commando and carried 
a gun that fired a variety of different pellets (and a lazer); Togo, the 
Sumo wrestler; Astro, who piloted the Dolmobile; the sinister-looking 
Mole, who used his claws to dig under the ground; the jester-like 
Giggler, who fired a variety of projectiles from his body; Trailer the big-
eyed tracker; Elasto, who could extend his limbs; Metallo the shape-
changer, and Micro the microphone-flying superhero. There were other 
puppets such as Egghead and Hovero, but they were not used as often.
 
Dolmann would use his ventriloquism to inject personalities into his 
puppets and have them converse amongst each other, even argue and 
on occasion question the actions of their master. Whether Dolmann 
is just a little eccentric or completely insane has yet to be revealed…
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