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LAW ENFORCEMENT WITH AN EDGE!
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Part Dirty Harry, 
part Judge Dredd, 
ALL BADASS!

Police Detective Jack McBane is 
the toughest, meanest law enforcer in 
1970s New York City. Despite having lost 
his left eye in the line of duty, McBane 
will stop at nothing to rid the crime-infested 
streets of scumbags and villains – even if it 
means having to occasionally break the rules!

Written by John Wagner and featuring the dynamic 
artwork of the late John Cooper, One-Eyed Jack is a 
seminal comic strip which helped shape and change 
the course of British comic books forever.

BEFORE 
JUDGE DREDD,  
JACK McBANE 
WAS THE
LAW!
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JOHN WAGNER

One of the most influential names in the British comics industry, 
John Wagner started his professional career in the 1960s,
working for DC Thompson in Dundee. Sub-editing various titles 
including Romeo, Wagner went freelance in the early seventies,
forming a writing partnership with Pat Mills. Soon after, Wagner 
then made the move down south, joining IPC’s staff, where he
initially edited girls’ titles, Sandie and Princess Tina, before 
helping to develop Battle Picture Weekly.
Appointed as editor to the ailing boys’ comic Valiant, Wagner 
had an instant impact, co-creating and writing the hard-hitting 
cop strip One-Eyed Jack.
He is best known as the co-creator of both Judge Dredd and 
Strontium Dog  for 2000 AD.

JOHN COOPER

Johnny Red penciller John Cooper was already a fan-favourite 
at Battle comic before he made the move to Starlord, where he
illustrated Time Quake. Later he came to 2000 AD, after it was
merged with Starlord, where he illustrated several Future Shocks 
as well as Judge Dredd and M.A.C.H. 1. Throughout the eighties 
and nineties he worked on various titles for Marvel UK, Eagle, 
Warlord and Roy of the Rovers, returning to 2000 AD in 2008 to
draw Armitage. He passed away in 2015.
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Maybe I shouldn’t have been let loose on a children’s comic. Reading One-
Eyed Jack again today I’m a little shocked to see how near the knuckle 
the stories were. Jack went far over the line of acceptable police behavior. 
He could (should!) have been prosecuted on any number of occasions. 
Should I have been presenting that sort of stuff to 12-year-olds?  

On the other hand, the readers loved him.

When I was appointed editor, Valiant was a basket case, on its way 
down and out. It was part of the seemingly inevitable decline of most 
comics at the time – destined for a merger with another publication to 
briefly prop up sales of the survivor before the decline continued again. 
There were exceptions, of course. Sister IPC publication Action was 
nearing launch –  a comic full of life, fresh ideas and excitement. Its 
sales figures looked healthy until an errant plotline and company politics 
resulted in it being removed from the shelves. 

Valiant ’s stories, by contrast, were stale and formulaic. It was a comic 
lacking energy, living in the past. A large part of it comprised reprint, 
which because of its budget would have to continue. If it was to be saved 
it needed to be given a harder edge in the few slots that were left. One-
Eyed Jack, borrowing strongly from the film Dirty Harry and similar genre 
movies, was the first effort.  

The impact of the story was in huge measure boosted by the slick, 
superb artwork of John Cooper. I can still remember a real thrill when 
his first pages were shown to me – so much better than anything I had 
imagined.   The characters and the city came to life. Other writers came 
after me and did an excellent job, but it’s John’s work that truly made 
One-Eyed Jack.  

Jack was an instant hit. The first week he appeared he leapt to the top 
of the readers’ poll, scoring twice as many votes as the previous regular 
top story, Captain Hurricane. It was a position he never lost in my few 
remaining months as Valiant editor.

The lessons I learned from One-Eyed Jack played no little part in the 
creation of Judge Dredd, but that’s another story. For now, join John Cooper 
and Jack McBane out on those mean streets.

John Wagner
2017
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Valiant, 27 December, 1975. Cover by John Cooper



Valiant, 10 January, 1976. Cover by John Cooper



Valiant, 7 February, 1976. Cover by John Cooper



Valiant, 13 March, 1976. Cover by John Cooper



Valiant, 19 June, 1976. Cover by John Cooper



Valiant, 28 August, 1976. Cover by John Cooper



Valiant, 09 October, 1976. Cover by John Cooper
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