
10TH July 1943, Sicily. British troops have just landed 
to take part in the invasion when their commanding 
officer is killed. Enter Major Eazy – a scruffy, laid-
back maverick with no respect for authority. The top 
brass may find him unconventional, but they are able 
to overlook the Major’s eccentricities because when it 
comes to warfare he makes it look…easy!
 
Co-created by 2000 AD legend Carlos Ezquerra and 
Battle stalwart Alan Hebden, this action-packed 
collection follows Major Eazy’s exploits through Italy 
during the final years of WWII.
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WRITERWRITER

ARTISTARTIST
ALAN HEBDEN
Alan Hebden scripted a number of comics in the late 1970s and early 1980s, 
including strips for Battle such as The Rat Pack with artists Carlos Ezquerra, Massimo 
Belardinelli and Eric Bradbury, Major Eazy with Carlos Ezquerra, War Dog and Fighting 
Mann with Cam Kennedy and both Death Squad and Crazy Keller with Eric Bradbury. 
For Starlord he wrote Mind Wars which featured the art of Jesus Redondo, and he 
scripted the majority of Planet of the Damned (it’s opening having been scripted by Pat 
Mills). His prolific work for 2000 AD included Meltdown Man and the sequel to Harlem 
Heroes with Massimo Bellardinelli. He also scripted Death Planet which featured the 
first female lead in a 2000 AD strip. Alan is still working in the industry today, writing 
various war stories for DC Thomson’s Commando. He recently returned to El Mestizo 
(another strip co-created with Carlos Ezquerra), contributing a brand-new story to the 
2020 Battle special.
 
CARLOS EZQUERRA
Carlos Ezquerra was the co-creator of Judge Dredd, Strontium Dog, Rat Pack, Major 
Eazy and many other fan favourite characters, he designed the classic original Dredd 
costume as well as visually conceptualising Mega-City One. In addition to these credits 
he also illustrated A.B.C. Warriors, Judge Anderson, Tharg the Mighty, and Cursed Earth 
Koburn amongst many other stories. Outside of the ‘Galaxy’s Greatest Comic’, Ezquerra 
illustrated the first Third World War episodes in Crisis magazine, and become a regular 
collaborator with Garth Ennis, working on Adventures in the Rifle Brigade, Bloody Mary, 
Just a Pilgrim, Condors, The Magnificent Kevin and two special Preacher episodes. He 
died in 2018 but his profound influence on the world of comic art cannot be overstated.



THE ITALIAN CAMPAIGNTHE ITALIAN CAMPAIGN

CREATED BYCREATED BY

ALAN HEBDENALAN HEBDEN
CARLOS EZQUERRACARLOS EZQUERRA



“I’m thinking perhaps an unconventional character, an officer maybe, one who doesn’t play by 
the rules but always gets the job done.”

“A scruffy, insubordinate type, you mean?  But a guy who knows how to kill?”

“Yeah, that sounds about right.  Reckon you can come up with something along those lines?”

“I’ll give it a go.  Did you say something about going for lunch?”

Thus went the conversation between Battle Weekly editor Dave Hunt and myself back in the 
autumn of 1975, and so was born one of the comic’s most iconic characters, the uber-cool  
Major Eazy.

CREATING A MAJOR CREATING A MAJOR 
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He came into the world pretty much fully-formed, Bentley sports tourer and all.  Only a suitably iconic name was missing, 
for which his legion of fans can thank the then deputy editor Steve MacManus.  It was a completely crazy name when 
you think about it, but so was the character.

Dave had an artist lined up, some Spanish guy called Carlos Ezquerra who’d been poached from D.C.Thomson.  His take 
on Eazy seemed to border on insanity; an unkempt version of James Coburn on a bad day whose only nod to a uniform 
was an Afrika Korps forage cap and a leather flying jacket.  He was also armed to the teeth and always smoking a 
cheroot, the most unlikely British officer you would ever hope to meet, but then so was Lawrence of Arabia.  

It was love at first sight!

Between us, Carlos and I created this death-dealing whirlwind that tore through Italy and, in subsequent series, through 
North Africa, Greece, Crete and back to North Africa again,  He rarely lost his fabled cool, but on the few occasions that 
he did, those responsible invariably paid the price.

We shan’t see his like again, more’s the pity, but hopefully he’ll keep popping up when you least expect him. 

ALAN HEBDEN
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