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SWEENY TODDLER was created by my late father, Leo Baxendale 
(creator of the Beano’s Bash Street Kids and many other famous 
children’s comic strips) in the early 1970s, the inspiration for the 
name deriving of course from the infamous fictitious Victorian 
demon barber of Fleet Street, Sweeney Todd.

I later also drew it, after Leo stopped working for children’s comics, 
and it was always one of our favourites, both of us very tickled by 
the idea of a demonic, out of control baby creating mayhem in the 
adult world – much as the wonderfully evil baby Stewie now does in 
the US cartoon series Family Guy.

Leo greatly enjoyed creating cartoon characters who were rebellious 
kids fighting back against the constraints, limits and controls that 
the adult world imposed on them. Sweeny Toddler was a perfect 
example of that, much like the Bash Street Kids and another of Leo’s 
most famous characters, Minnie the Minx.

Throughout his cartooning career he also loved creating very funny 
and likeable ‘evil’ and ‘devilish’ characters, almost certainly due at 
least in part to his Catholic upbringing, against which he rebelled 
as a young man, becoming a confirmed atheist. 

Presumably it was his way of also fighting back against an 
overbearing religious world that used an imaginary Devil and his 
minions as a means of terrifying and controlling, as well as against 
an overbearing adult world intent on bossing kids around. 

But most of all, Leo liked to make kids laugh. He loved it when 
comics editors passed on letters from young readers saying how 
much they had laughed at his strips, and Sweeney Toddler always 
attracted a steady stream of enthusiastic readers’ letters. The kids 
loved it so much that it ran successfully in IPC Magazine comics  
for nearly two decades. ‘Nuff said!

Martin Baxendale, 2019
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Along with Ken Reid, LEO BAXENDALE is widely-regarded as one of 
the most important artists in the history of British humour comics. 
Starting his professional career with Dundee-based publisher DC 
Thomson, Baxendale created Minnie the Minx and The Bash Street 
Kids for The Beano – both strips featuring anarchic adolescents, 
which would become a staple of his work. In the mid-sixties he 
started working for Odhams Press and made another significant 
contribution when they launched Wham! And Smash!, creating the 
characters Eagle Eye, Junior Spy, Bad Penny and Grimly Feendish.

Towards the latter half of the decade, Baxendale started working for 
DC Thomson’s main rivals, the London-based Fleetway Publications. 
Most of his strips were created for Fleetway’s flagship humour 
title Buster, including The Cave Kids, Big Chief Pow Wow, Clever 
Dick and Snooper. His most popular creation for Fleetway, Sweeny 
Toddler, first appeared in the pages of Shiver and Shake in 1973. 
Such was the popularity of Sweeny that he would survive mergers 
with Whoopee! (where he became the cover star), Whizzer and 
Chips, and Buster.

Baxendale received the Cartoon Art Trust Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2003, and in 2013 was the second artist to be inducted 
into the British Comics Awards Hall of Fame. He sadly passed away 
in 2017.
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NEXT GREAT RELEASE FROM 
THE TREASURY OF BRITISH 

COMICS!

EYES RIGHT  
FOLKS !!! 

HEY! THIS IS 
SWEENY’S BOOK!

WOT YOU 
STINKY LOT 
DOIN’ HERE?






	Cover
	Indicia
	Introduction
	Sweeny Toddler
	Bio

