














OF
COURSE/
WHAT CAN T
HELP You
WITHZ

HELLO
HAMAL’ couLD
T GET SOME
ADVICE?Z

TJusT
WONDERED HOW
OFTEN I SHOULD

BE WATERING
THIS ORCHIDZ

IT'LL BE
HAPPIEST IF You
LET THE SOIL DRY
OUT IN BETWEEN
WATERINGS.



OH,
REALLYZ
THANK You
50 MUCH/

NORMALLY
THEY GROW ON
TREES, 50 EVEN THOLIGH
THEY LIKE HUMIDITY,
TOO MUCH WATER
ISN“T GOOD FOR
THEM.

ANY
TIME, MA'AM/

IF YOU HAVE ANY
PROBLEMS, BE SURE
TO COME BACK
AND LET US
KNOW.



TRAGEDY

STRIKES!
I5AW
YOU EYEING
THAT ONE
EARLIER.
IT
WOLILD LOOK
50 NICE ON THE
WINDOWSILL.
HAMAL!
QUIT TALKING UM...
TO YOURSELF!
CUSTOMERS
THINK YOL'RE YES,
CREEPY... 5IR.

SORRY...

My
BAD.

LIGH.



SHE'S
BEEN COMING
INALOT
LATELY.

SHE
THINKS YOU'RE
CUTE/

HEY You,
DON'T MES5 UP
MR. TAKASHI'S FLOWER
ARRANGEMENTS
AGAIN/

SHE
DOE5 THINK
YOL'RE CUTE,
You KNow?2

YEAH.

you
DON'T HAVE
TO SOLUND
50 FORLORN
ABOLIT IT.

T WON'T.



SERIOLISLY,
YoU HANG AROLIND
WITH US WAY TOO

MUCH.
GO
SPEND TIME
WITH SOMEONE
WHO CAN APPRECIATE
THOSE ARMS IN
A CORPOREAL
WAY.
BLUE,
STOP IT.
IT'S
A WASTE
OF NICE
ARMS. BLUE/

I'M JUsST
SAYING.

APRIL
ALERT/



APRIL,
COME ON.

HE JUST
SWEPT...



OH--

NOT You
CHLOE,
SORRY.
DON'T--/
HE'S
ALITTLE
0DD, ISNT
COMPLETELY
HEZ BATTY.

HAMAL/
WE JUST
TALKED ABOUT
THIS!



SHE'S
AN INVISIBLE
TEENAGER.

TRUST ME,
T WOULD'VE
BEEN WAY
WORSE.

DOES
SHE ALWAYS
HAVE TO MAKE
MY LIFE
HARDER?

THAT
WOULD
EXPLAIN WHY
YOU GET ALONG
WITH HER 50
WELL.

JUST THANK
WHOEVER'S IN
CHARGE THAT T
DIDN'T DIE WHEN
IWASIS.

™M
COLUNTING MY
BLESSINGS
NOW.



NO ONA
WAY. NORMAL DAY
T'D BE CRYING ON
THE KITCHEN FLOOR,
EATING MY WAY
THROUGH THREE
BOXES OF
YOU WERE CEREAL.
PROBABLY AN
ANGEL WHEN
YOU WERE
A KID.

THAT'S
CUTE.

NOT
REALLY,
NoO.

HM...

WHAT?Z

I
FEEL A
LITTLE...









ONE YEAR EARLIER.



IDIDN'T
USED TO MIND
BEING DEAD...



IT WAS A
LITTLE LONELY,
SURE.

You WATCH
THE WORLD
PASS BY...

...BUT YOL'RE NOT
A PART OF IT.



BUT THEN T
MET HAMAL.






WHY
ARE You
FOLLOWING
MEZ

youl...



you

CAN SEE
MEZ/
...you
PROBABLY
THINK TM A
CREEP.
YES.
...THAT'S
FAIR.
I
DIDN'T MEAN
ANYTHING BY IT,
THOLIGH.
PLEASE,
JUST LEAVE ME
ALONE.

'™
SORRY T
SCARED You,
IT'S JUST...



T'VE NEVER

MET A LIVING
PERSON WHO
CAN SEE
ME.
WHAT'S
YOLR
NAME?Z
HAMAL.
™M
BLLUE.
BLUE?Z
EVER SINCE
I DYED MY
HAIR IN EIGHTH
GRADE/
I TRY--
TRIED--TO DO
A DIFFERENT
SHADE EVERY I GUESS
YEAR. I'M PRETTY
MLICH ALL BLLE
NOW, 50 IT STILL
COUNTS. MY...
MINE 15 A
NICKNAME,
TOO.
YEAHZ
“HAMAL.” T

LIKE IT.



you
SHOULD
APPLY! YOU LIKE
FLOWERS,
RIGHTZ

ARE You

HEY,
LO5ST?Z

TDON'T
KNOW...



HEY

HAMAL,
WAIT BLUE,
up SHE'S...SHE'S
DEAD.
EXACTLY/
WE SHOULD
HELP.
ITS
PRETTY SCARY
AT FIRST, You
KNOW?Z
WHAT
CAN WE DO,
THOUGH?Z
HEY, IT'LL
BE OKAY,
KIDDO.
EVERYBODY
JUST IGNORES
ME, EVEN _—
MOMMY. IT'S LONELY BUT

YOU CAN HANG oUT
WITH US/ YOU'RE
NOT ALONE
ANYMORE.



HAMAL
CAN EVEN GIVE
A MESSAGE
TO YOUR
MOM.

WHEN HE FOLIND
OUT WHAT WE
REALLY WERE, HE
HAD A HARD TIME...

...ADJUSTING.

REALLY?Z

1.1
GLESS.

HE DOESN'T
KNOW WHY HE CAN
TALK TO US.

AT FIRST HE
THOUGHT WE
WERE JUST
IMAGINARY
FRIENDS.



BUT REALLY ALL
MOST OF LS WANT
15 SOMEBODY
TO LISTEN.

IT HELPS
US...LET GO, IN
THE END.

THE
CLEMATIS 15
COMING ALONG
NICELY, GOOD
JOB, HAMAL.

YOU'RE A
WEIRD KID, BUT
IF YOU KEEP THIS UP
T MIGHT BE ABLE
TO FINALLY
RETIRE.

T'VE
BEEN SINGING
TO IT AFTER
HOLURS.






...I'M COMPLETELY
IN LOVE WITH HIM.









BLULILIE/

HAMAAAL/!

BLUE/ you
DISAPPEARED,
AGAIN.

IT'S BEEN
HAPPENING
ALOT
LATELY.

WELL,
IT'S NOT
LIKE IT CAN
HURT
us.

THAT'S
NOT AS
REASSURING
A5 you
THINK.









MAYBE
WE'RE JUST
BEING PLUINISHED
FOR STICKING
AROLIND TOO
LONG.

MAYBE
IT'S LIKE A
REMINDER.

MAYBE,
BUT ALL
OF You AT
ONCE?Z

ITIS
PRETTY
WEIRD.

AND EVEN
THE ONES WHO
HAVE BEEN AROLIND
THE LONGEST
DON'T REMEMBER
ANYTHING ABOUT
A FOREST.

T WISH
IcouLb
SEE IT.

I'M AFRAID
YOU'LL ALL
DISAPPEAR.



AREN'T YoU
TIRED OF SEEING
THINGS YOU AREN'T
SUPPOSED T0OZ

IT'S
NOT THAT
BAD.

NOW THAT
IT'M USED TO IT,
T CAN'T IMAGINE
LIFE WITHOUT
you...

MEAN
ALL OF
you...

...GHO5TS...

...THAT
15.



HOW'S IT
GOING WITH
CHLOE?Z

50/
AHAHA!

you
HLING oUT
WITH HER THE
OTHER DAY,
RIGHT?Z

BLUE...

I
LIKE HER
SENSE OF
HUMOR.
you
NEVER SEE IT
COMING.
PLUS,
FASHION
SENSE.
AND SHE
HAS NICE, UH...
BOOBS/

...RIGHT?Z



AND
STOP--5TOP
TALKING ABOUT
HER BOOB5S,
IT'S REALLY
RUDE.

JEEZ,
CHILL.

I
THOUGHT
you LIKED
BOOBS.

1Do/

THAT'S
NOT THE
POINT/

BLUE, FOR
THE LAST TIME,
STOP TRYING
TO PAIR ME OFF
WITH CHLOE/



POINTY
BOOBS,
THENZ

NoO/

M
TRYING
TO TELL you
HOW T
FEEL--

WELL
MAYBE You
SHOULD
LIGHTEN LIP A
LITTLE.

TMJUST
KIDDING AROLIND,
IT'S NOT THE
END OF THE
WORLD.

WAIT,
HAMAL,
IDIDN'T
MEAN--

-1
JUsT...

. TJUST
WANT you
TOBE
HAPPY.



YOU DON'T
GET TO DECIDE
WHAT WILL MAKE
ME HAPPY,
BLUE.

you
ACT LIKE
EVERYTHING 15
FINE THE WAY
ITI15, BUT IT
ISN‘T FINE.

WHY
CAN'T You
TAKE SOMETHING
SERIOUSLY FOR

ONCE IN YOUR
LIFEZ
M
GOING ,
DON'T
HOME. FOLLOW ME,
OKAYZ
WHAT'S
THE POINT?Z
™
ALREADY

DEAD.















CREEPY.



R

THAT'S
PRETTY
RUDE,
GHOSTIE.

TRY “HI, I
SEEM TO BE LOST.
YOU'RE A POWERFUL
OTHERWORLDLY BEING,
CAN I GET SOME
DIRECTIONS?”

YOU'RE
A REAPER...
ARE YOU THE
REASON WE KEEP 1 HAVE
GETTING PULLED NO USE FOR
IN HEREZ IN-BETWEENERS,

YOU KNOW
THAT.




NO,
I'M ONLY
INTERESTED IN
YOU BECAUSE
YOU HAVE
SOMETHING
1 NEED, WELL,
ALL OF YOU
GHOSTIES IN
THE AREA, BUT
ESPECIALLY
YOU,

THERE'S
(LLEGAL
NECROMANCY
IN THE AIR, AND
YOU'RE AT THE
EPICENTER.

ILLEGAL
NECROMANLCY...Z

UNLICENSED,
UNDOCUMENTED,

SOMEBODY
LIVING.

SOMEBODY
WHO CAN SEE
YOU.

1 DON'T
SUPPOSE YOU
COULD HELP
A REAPER
ouT?



HMMPH--

HERE'S
THE THING--

NO
HARDWORKING

TYPE.




YOU DON'T
REALLY BELONG
THERE, YOU KNOW?
I COULD REAP YOU
IN A HUMAN
HEARTBEAT BUT
I WON'T,

ALL
YOU HAVE TO
DO IS GET THE
NECROMANCER.

MAYBE
SOME OTHER
TIME.

ADDENDUM:

IF YOU
DON'T TAKE
MY DEAL, MAYBE
I WON'T REAP
YOU...

..BUT I
ALSO WON'T
HELP YOU
OuT.

AND THE
FOREST IS
HUNGRY...







L
FIND THE
NECROMANCER
WITH OR
WITHOUT YOV,
GHOSTIE. BUT I

THINK YOU
MIGHT STILL BE
USEFUL TO ME,

SO I'LL LET

YOU GO.

T REALLY
REALLY HATE
THIS PLACE.









IMA

COWARD,
HONESTLY.
HEY
BLUE/ You
LOOK KINDA...
BLLE.
15
EVERYTHING
OKAY?Z

IT'S

FINE.
T HEARD HE
AND HAMAL
HAD A FIGHT.

AHH.



THE
FOREST,
IT'...

IT'S KILLING
THE FLOWERS,
ISN'T ITZ

HAMAL
WILL BE
SAD.



BLUE--2

IT'S
JUST Us.

AHH.



THERE'S
NOTHING T CAN
DO TO HELP HIM.

HEY,
JOEY.

WHAT'S
upz
BLUEZ



T WAS

SCARED THE
FOREST GOT
you.
NAH, JUST
MY STUBBORN
PERSONALITY.
WHAT'S
THAT FACE
FORZ
EVERYBODY
SAY5 YOU AND
HAMAL ARE
FIGHTING.
IT'S NOT

THAT BAD, DON'T
WORRY. THERE'S JUST...
ALOT OF STUFF T
NEED TO FIGLRE
ouT.

BIG KID
STUFF.



HEY,

CHIN UP KIDDO,
WE'LL WORK
IT OUT.
CAN'T
MOVE ON.
CAN'T
APOLOGIZE.
WHY AM T
EVEN STILL

HEREZ



T DON'T EVEN

KNOW HOW TO
BRING LIP THE
WHOLE...
...NECROMANCER
THING.
TINY
GRASS! iz
BLLE/
WHERE
HAVE YoU

BEENZ/



I
UM...KIND
OF MISSED

You HALUINTING
AROLIND
ME.

NO
WAY, YOUR
COWORKERS ARE
PROBABLY JUST
BEGINNING TO
THINK YOU'RE
NORMAL.

TVE
BEEN
BLSY.

you
KNOW, GHOST
STUFF.

HALINTING,
SAYING BOO,
ALL THAT.

IT'D BE FALSE
ADVERTISING.

ANYWAY,
T'M GLAD
YOU'RE
BACK.

ME
TOO.



TJusT

FIGURED I'D
GIVE YOU A BREAK
FROM My
LURKING.
you
KNOW T
DON'T MIND
IT, BLLE.
IT KIND ,
Se=ED MEAN FOR AN
LIKE YOU WANTED ENTIRE WEEK
ME GONE LAST STRAIGHT
TIME. '
I
WAS JUST
MAD.
ANYWAY,
T'M 50RRY T
BLEW LP AT

you.



NAH,

I'M THE ONE

WHO SHOLLD

APOLOGIZE.

A5 PER
USUAL.
I 5SAID
SOME AWFLL
THINGS.
I'M JUsT
NOT GOOD AT
THE SERIOUS
STUFF, You
KNOW?Z
YEAH,
T KNOW.
ACTUALLY,
THERE'S SOMETHING
T'VE BEEN MEANING
TO TALK TO You
ABOLIT.
IT'S KIND
OF ABIG
SOMETHING.
LIKE...
REALLY

BIG.



WHAT DO
you KNOwW
ABOUT
REAPERS?Z

THEY'RE
THE ONES WHO
TRACK YOU GUY5
DOWN IF YOU'RE

CAUSING TROUBLE,
RIGHTZ
YEAH,
THAT'S
THEM.
WHATZ
NO, NOT
ME.
ARE YOU
SUREZ
™
SURE! HAVE A
LITTLE FAITH IN
ME, WHY DON'T
you.

S0RRY.

you
DIDN'T DO
ANYTHING
BAD, DID You
BLUE?



THE LIKE TRACK
THING 15, DOWN ILLEGAL
REAPERS DO NECROMANCERS.
OTHER STUFF,
= LIKE APPARENTLY.
WHATZ
NECROMANCERS?
T DON'T LIKE THE
5OLIND OF THAT.
WAIT, 15
THERE A '-m%’\é»
NECROMANCER :
HERE IN
TOWNZ/
OH
ARE
NO...OH NO
. ZOMBIES REALZ
BLUETHATE 1 MEAN, T ASSLME IDON'T
* IF GHOSTS ARE REAL ACTUALLY KNOWZ
THEN ZOMBIES T'VE NEVER SEEN
MIGHT BE, ONE, BUT T GLESS.
T00..2
IF WE
00 BARRICADED
VoLl THINK THE FRONT, BUT

WE COULD HIDE
IN THE GARDEN?Z
THE WALLS ARE
THICK, BUT--
CAN ZOMBIES
CLIMBZ

You'D HAVE TO
SERIOLSLY STOCK
LIP ON RAMEN,
UNLESS--

NO,

WAIT, You
COULD TOTALLY
CONVERT IT INTO
A VEGETABLE
GARDEN!/

you'd
BE SET FOR
LIFE, AND I DON'T
HAVE TO EAT,
50...



T'VE
ALWAYS WANTED

A VEGETABLE
GARDEN!/
M
INVULNERABLE/
T COULD 5couT
FOR YoU/
WAIT.

NO.

BLUE...2

WHAT'S
WRONG?Z



...BLUEZ SORRY,
WE'RE
CLO...

FOUND
YOU,



WHO
ARE
youz/



WHO
YOU ARE IS WAY

MORE INTERESTING,
NECROMANCER.

NECRO...7

NO,
TMJUST A
GARDENER/

LOOK!/

IT'5 NOT
GRAVE DIRT,
T SWEAR.

JusT
DIRT DIRT...



OH...

...YEAH.

YOu
HAVE A
PROBLEM,
KID,

NICE TRY,
BUT YOU WERE
LITERALLY JUST
TALKING TO A
DEAD GUY.



IT'S

NOT HIS
FALLT/
HE ISN'T A
NECROMANCER
ON PLIRPOSE/

BLUE...

YOU'RE
UNTRAINED,
YOU DIDN'T

ASK FOR
THIS...

...BUT THAT
DOESN'T MEAN
YOU LACK
RESPONSIBILITY.

T
/S YOUR
FAULT.

IF you
50 MUCH A5
TOLICH HIM,

TLL--

WHAT,
TALK ME TO
DEATH?

YOU'RE AN

IN-BETWEENER,
YOU'VE SEEN THE
FOREST.

YOU'RE
TELLING ME
T DOESN'T

CONCERN
YOU?




BESIDES,
YOU CAN
RELAX,

'™
JUST HERE TO

ISSUE YOUR
PERMIT.

you--

WAIT,
WHAT?Z



IT'5...
IN MY
PHONE?Z

ELGH/

NOwW,
ABOUT THAT
FOREST.

you
SAID THAT
BEFORE.

WHAT DOES

THE FOREST

HAVE TO DO
WITH MEZ

WHAT,
DID YOU
WANT ME TO
TYPEWRITE
m?

IT'S OKAY
IT'S JUST
BUGS.



YOU
AND ONLY YOV,
NECROMANCER.

NO...THAT'S
IMPOSSIBLE.

NO
WAY!

()
OBvVIOUSLY
EVIL, AND HAMAL
ISN'T--

THERE'S
NOTHING
EVIL ABOUT
DEATH,
GHOSTIE.

BUT (T'S A
BALANCE,

YOU CAN'T
FORCE LIFE
WITHOUT TAKING
IT FROM
SOMEWHERE.




LOOK
AROUND...

DON'T...

LOOK
HARDER.



SHE'S

RIGHT.
IDID
THIS...
TJust
WANTED TO
MAKE THE
FLOWERS
GROW.
IDIDN'T

KNOW.



PLEASE,

HELP ME
FIXIT.
I
DON'T WANT
TO HURT
ANYONE.

SEE, THIS
IS WHY I HATE
NECROMANCERS.

YOU
INTERFERE
(N My
BUSINESS.

THEN
YOU TELL ME
SOME SOB STORY
ABOUT HOW YOU
“DIDN'T MEAN
T0.”

OR “1
LOVED HIM
TOO MUCH
TO LET HIM

GO.”

OR
“BUT I REALLY
NEEDED AN
UNDEAD ARMY
THIS TIME.”

AND THEN
YOU WANT ME
TO SOLVE YOUR
PROBLEMS.,



YOV
HAVE THREE

I CAN'T DAYS,

FIX THIS

FOR YOV, IF YOU

KID, CAN'T RESTORE
THE BALANCE ON
YOUR OWN, YOUR
LIFE IS THE
PRICE.

BUT
HOW?Z

I
TEXTED YOU A
GRIMOIRE.

JUST PLAY
TO YOUR
STRENGTHS.




T'M JUST A
GARDENER.

HEY.

WE'LL
FIGURE IT
OouT.












I CAN'T HANG
AROLIND HIM
FOREVER.

WE CAN'T
EVEN TOLICH.

LOOK, ITS
SPROUTING!

T'VE MADE MY
PEACE WITH IT.



BUT
WHY DOES IT
HAVE TO BE

youz

AW,
HEY.

DON'T
BE SAD.

THIS 15
A GOOD
THING.



I CANBE
YOUR CHANNEL
BECALSE OF OUR...
CONNECTION.

I
KNOW IT'S
JUsST--

READY?Z

I WASN'T
GOING TO BE
AROLIND MLICH
LONGER ANYWAY,
You KNow?2

AT LEAST
I CAN BE GOOD
FOR SOMETHING
THIS WAY.

THIS 15
A GOOD
WAY TO GO
ouT.

...T
KNOW.












I'M...

I
CAN FEEL
AGAIN.

T CAN
BREATHT
CAN--

HAMAL,
I'M50 IN
LOVE WITH

you.






T
LOVE You,
T00...

...50
MUCH.

GOOD-
BYE.



























NICE
TREE.



BLUEZ

YOU'RE--
ALIVEZ/
ow--
OH MAN,
HAVING LEGS
15 WEIRD. ARE YoU
OKAYZ/

I'™M
OKAY.



IDON'T
KNOW.

BUT
IDON'T
THINK IM A
ZOMBIE.

I CAN'T
BELIEVE
IT. ICAN'T
BELIEVE YOU'RE
REALLY HERE,
IN MY ARMS.

BUT
HOW?Z

you...
You WERE
GONE, AND T
THOUGHT...



LIKE I
SAID, I DON'T LIKE
NECROMANCERS.

ALWAYS
INTERRUPTING
THE NATURAL
FLOW OF LIFE

AND DEATH,

you--
you DID
THISZ

THINK
OF IT AS A
FAVOR YOU

OWE ME,

I'M A
SUCKER FOR

CHEESY ROMANCE
NOVELS, AND
YOU TWO ARE

TERRIBLE,




BUT I DON'T
UNDERSTAND...

you
SAID--

(S THE SECOND
REASON I CAN'T STAND
NECROMANCERS.

YOU
ALWAYS ASSUME
EVERYBODY
PLAYS BY THE
SAME RULES.

YOU LEARN
ONE THING AND
YOU THINK YOU

UNDERSTAND

HOW IT ALL

WORKS.

BUT
THAT'S MY
JOB.

...THANK
you.



DON'T
THANK ME
YET.

I'LL BE
COLLECTING
THAT FAVOR

ONE OF THESE

DAYS.

ENJOY
YOUR SECOND
CHANCE,
KID,
WE DON'T
GRANT THOSE
OFTEN,

I TRUST
YOU WON'T
WASTE IT.

L
BE SEEIN’
YOU.



15
THIS EVEN
REALZ

IFEEL
LIKE I GOT
HITBY A
TRUCK...

...AGAIN.



LET'S
GO HOME.






HAMAL--

CAREFUL,
THESE ARE
SHARP.

I
LIVE FOR
DANGER/



ow!/

I8
EARLY. HOW
COME YOU'RE
NOT AT THE
SCHOOL?Z

MM--

TOLD
you.
TLL
GET YOU A
BAND-AID.
M A
CASLALTY OF
GARDENING.
THERE
WAS AN
ASSEMBLY.
PRINCIPAL
CHOI LET ALL
THE SUPPORT
STAFF OFF
EARLY.

THERE
ARE DEFINITELY
BENEFITS TO
STILL JUST BEING
A TEACHER'S
AID.



HELLO?Z

I'VE GOT
A JOB FOR
YOU.

360 POSIE
WAY, SOME KIND
OF DISTURBANCE.
TAKE CARE OF IT

FOR ME, WiLL DOESN'T
YOU? CHLOE LIVE
UP THAT
WAYZ
OKAY.
DO You
KNOW WHAT
IT 152
WHAT (T
IS IS TOO MUCH
TROUBLE FOR ME
TO BOTHER WITH,
CAPICHE?
BRING THE
STRING BEAN,
MAKE IT A
DATE.
HEY!
FINE,

T'LL CLOSE UP
SHOP FOR THE
AFTERNOON.



CAN
HE USE HIS
BEES?Z

WHATEVER.

JUST
PUT THEM

AWAY WHEN
YOU'RE
DONE.

WE'LL
HEAD oUT
A5 S00N A5
POSSIBLE.

MAYBE
WE CAN 5TOP
FOR ICE CREAM
ON THE WAY.

DO T
ON THE WAY
BACK!

&



THAT'S

I5NT
\ WHAT T
Tﬁ'gu%“é'oi s THOUGHT/
I
HOPE SHE'S

OKAY...



CHLOE?Z
ARE You
HOME?Z

HELLOZ IS
SOMEBODY UP
THERE?Z

PLEASE
LET ME
ouT”

CAREFUL,
BLUE.

CHLOE//

ARE You
OKAY?Z

BLUE?Z
HAMAL?Z
WHAT ARE You
GLYS DOING
HERE?Z

NOT THAT T'M
COMPLAINING.

T'VE BEEN
STUCK DOWN
THERE FOR
HOURS.



Do yol...

DO YOU THINK
YOU COULD HELP ME
CHECK AROUIND
THE HOUSE?Z

I
THINK THERE'S
SO0METHING
CREEPY GOING
ON.
T KEEP
HEARING ALL
THESE NOISES
AND...
SCUTTLING.

ACTUALLY,
THAT'S WHY

WE'RE HERE.

BECALSE
OF THE
SCUTTLING?Z
you
KNOW HOW T
SOMETIMES GET
STRANGE
CALLSZ
WELL,
THIS 15 MY
SECOND IMA
JoB. NECROMANCER.

HUH?Z

TO
GO TO YOUR
MYSTERIOUS
SECOND JOB,

YES. RIGHT.



50...DOES

THAT MEAN
THERE'S A
GHOST IN MY

ASIDE
FROM THE
BUGS?Z

TJust
THOUGHT T
WAS BEING

JUMPY?

POSSIBLY.

AT
LEAST
ONE.

HAVE You
NOTICED ANYTHING
STRANGE LATELY,
ASIDE FROM THE
NOISES?Z

BUGSZ/ WELL...
T FOLIND AN
ENVELOPE IN A TREE
HOLLOW THE OTHER
DAY, BUT IT WAS
FILLED WITH
BUGS.

EVER
SINCE THEN T
KEEP THINKING T
SEE MORE OF THEM
CRAWLING AROLIND,
BUT WHEN T LOOK,

THEY'RE GONE.
IDON'T
LIKE BUGS.
ESPECIALLY
WHEN THEY
TOUCH you.
THERE
ARE 50
MANY PLACES
THEY COULD BE,
WHY DO THEY
HAVE TO BE
ON ME.
WELL THAT'S

JUST NARROW-
MINDED, INSECTS
ARE AN IMPORTANT
PART OF THE--

HAMAL
CAN TOUCH
ALL THE
BUGS.



CAN
you TAKE
Us TO THE
TREEZ
MM-HM/
IT'5 USLIALLY

POLTERGEISTS, GHOLILS,
PEOPLE TRYING TO BRING ANVTHING

LOVED ONES BACK THAT CREATES
TO LIFE. A DISTURBANCE
BETWEEN OUR WORLD
AND THE WORLD OF
THE DEAD.

50,

You DO THIS
KIND OF THING
OFTENZ GHO5T
HUNTINGZ
HE
DOESN'T
REALLY HUNT
GHOS5TS THAT
OFTEN.
GHOS5TS AREN'T ,
DISTURBANCES, JUST MA‘,Q’E 1?3?“;,_5
IN-BETWEENERS.  BECALISE WE CAN'T
REALLY INTERACT
WITH THE
WORLD. JusT
OPENING
CUPBOARDS AND
THAT KIND OF
THING.
...WEZ
HERE HM... CAREFLIL,
ITIS. LAST TIME T

TOUCHED IT WAS
WHEN ALL THE
BUGS CAME
ouT.



TIDON'T
SEE ANY
BUG--

WATCH
ouT/

BACK
TO THE
HOUSE!

WAIT, WE
NEED THE

LETTER--/ HAMAL,
TTER THEY'RE--

BITING/

IT'S TIME.
UNLEASH THE
BEES.

WHATZ/



WE NEED
TO FIND oUuT
WHAT'S IN THAT
LETTER. SOMEONE
WANTED IT
PROTECTED.

‘DEAR
NATALIA"--
THIS LOOKS LIKE
IT WAS WRITTEN
BY A CHILD.

IT'S

WORKING/
A5 LONG
A5 T CAN KEEP
THEM UNDER
CONTROL.
T THINK
THERE WAS A

LITTLE GIRL WHO
LIVED HERE BEFORE
ME AND NAN
MOVED IN.

‘DEAR NATALIA,
T JUST WANT TO SAY
T REALLY LIKE YOU, AND T
HOPE YOU GET THIS LETTER
EVEN THOUGH WE FOUGHT. T
LEFT IT IN OUR HIDING TREE
BETWEEN OUR HOUSES
BECAUSE T THINK You
WILL FIND IT EVEN IF WE
HAVEN'T USED IT IN A
LONG TIME.

‘I'M 50RRY
T SAID YOU WERE
UGLY AND STUPID FOR
HANGING OUT WITH THOSE
OTHER GIRLS, THAT
WAS MEAN OF ME
AND T DIDN'T
MEAN IT.

‘T WAS JUST
JEALOUS OF THEM
BECAUSE WE WERE ALWAYS
BEST FRIENDS AND THEN You
HAD OTHER BEST FRIENDS
INSTEAD, AND T MIS5 You
FROM ALWAYS BEING AT
THE HOSPITAL.”



‘I MADE A
TINY SCAVENGER
HUNT FOR YOU LIKE
OLD TIMES! THE CLUE
15: IN THE DARKNESS,
I 5CRAPE. |, 2, 3.

‘P5. IF
ANYBODY WHO
ISNT NATALIA

READS THIS,
YOU'LL BE
SORRY//

‘LOVE,
LUCIANA.”

"IN THE
DARKNESS T
SCRAPEZ”

9-YEAR-
OLD5 ARE TOO
CREEPY.
HOW DO
You KNOW TMA
SHE WAS THIRD-GRADE
az TEACHER.
ALMOST.
ALMOST.
HANG ON,

THERE'S A PIPE BY
THE WATER HEATER
THAT MAKES A
SCRAPING NOISE
ABOUT ONCE
AN HOUR.

IT'S ALWAYS
THREE TIMES/
WHEN T FIRST
MOVED HERE T

THOUGHT WE HAD

SQUIRRELS.

TO THE
BASEMENT,
THEN.

WE'RE NOT
GOING TO FIND
A BODY OR
ANYTHING,
ARE WE?Z

DON'T
WORRY, T CAN
USUALLY TELL THAT
SORT OF THING
WHEN T WALK INTO
A HOUSE.



QUICK,

GET DOWN,
THEY'RE
GETTING
IN/7/
RELAX
you Guys,
IT'S JUST
BUGS.
AH--

JusT
BUG5%/
JUST BUGS,
HAMALZ/

BLUE,
WATCH
ouT”

I
FOUND IT/
THERE'S A

THING/



BLUE, IT'5
YOUR NOT TOO
KNEE/ BAD.
AHH/ T'M
BLEEDING!
AM I
GOING TO
DIEZ/ NoO.
WHAT
IF IT WAS
POISONZ
™
PRETTY SURE
YO JUST NEED
A BAND-AID.
WHAT
DID YOU
FINDZ
“Hl,
NATALIA/ YOU
THERE'S FOLIND ME/ T'M 50 GLAD.
A NOTE MOM SAYS T HAVE TO GO TO
INSIDE.  THE HOSPITAL AGAIN TONIGHT,
AND 5INCE YOL'RE MOVING
AWAY T MIGHT NOT SEE You
TOO MUCH ANYMORE. THAT'S
OKAY THOLIGH, A5 LONG AS
YOLI'RE 5TILL MY FRIEND. .
HERE 15 A PRESENT T PTS?SE; :‘F
o
MADE FOR YOL!/ TURE
50...T
GLESS NATALIA THAT HAPPENS
o SOMETIMES WHEN
§E‘L?R oT SOMEBODY PASSES AWAY
‘-“CH'EN Lf’ #EL;"A'{'/‘;R- SUDDENLY, ESPECIALLY WITH
T i LINFINISHED BLISINESS...
THEIR FEELINGS SORT
HOSPITAL. OF...MANIFEST.
THAT'S
50 5AD.
LITTLE
KIDS FEEL
THINGS A LOT,
Too.
EVERYTHING IS
LIKE THE BIGGEST,
MOST IMPORTANT
THING AT THAT
MOMENT.
POOR

LUCIANA.



50...
51T
OVER?Z
IDON'T
THINK 50.

THE
HOUSE STILL
FEELS UNSETTLED,
BUT I THINK T
KNOW WHAT WE
NEED TO
Do.

REST
IN PEACE,
LLCIANA.



THAT'S
A LOT OF
ICE CREAM, ONE
BLUE. 5C00P
FOR EVERY
INJURY/
HELLOZ

I TAKE
T YOU
SURVIVED
(N ONE
PIECE?

KEEP (T UP
AND I'LL PUT IN
AN APPLICATION TO
EXPAND YOUR BUSINESS.
SOME ADVERTISING

COULD DO YOU
WONDERS.

BUT you
ONLY GOT
HURT TWICE
TODAY.

MY
BUSINESS
15 FLOWERS,
REAPER.

JEREMY
KICKED ME IN
THE SHIN THIS

MORNING.

YOU'RE
DOING IT
ANYWAY, MIGHT
AS WELL GET
PAID,

DID You KD
DESERVE DOE5 MOT
? LIKE TO SHARE
THE GREEN
MARKER.

HA!
GRAVELY/

EXCUSE ME,

I WAS GRAVELY

WOLINDED. GOOD
ONE, GHOST
BOY!
ANYWAY,
NICE WORK,
I
SUPPOSE.

I'LL CATCH
YOU LATER,
DINGBATS,




AHHH,
LONG DAY.

MM.

™M
GLAD YOU'RE
OKAY.

T WAS
REALLY SCARED
FOR A SECOND
THERE.

THAT'S JUST
BECALUSE YOU'RE
PREJUDICED
AGAINST
BUGS.

I WAS
SCARED FOR
ALL THE
SECONDS.

JUsT
BECAUSE You
HAVE A THING FOR
CREEPY CRAWLIES
DOESN'T MEAN--
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