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ROSTER

C—Ubiquitous code-name for the current head of S.I.S.. Real name is Sir Wilson Stanton Davies.

DONALD WELDON—Deputy Chief of Service, has oversight of all aspects of Intelligence gathering and opera-
tions. Immediate superior to Crocker.

PAUL CROCKER—Director of Operations, encompassing all field work in all theaters of operations. In addition to 
commanding individual stations, has direct command of the Special Section–sometimes referred to as Minders 
–used for special operations.

TOM WALLACE—Head of the Special Section, a Special Operations Officer with the designation Minder One 
Responsible for the training and continued well-being of his unit, both at home and in the field. Six year veteran of 
the Minders.

TARA CHACE—Special Operations Officer, designated Minder Two. Entering her third year as Minder.

EDWARD KITTERING—Special Operations Officer, designated Minder Three. Has been with the Special Section 
for less than a year.

OPS ROOM STAFF OTHERS

ALEXIS—Mission Control Officer (also called Main Communications Officer)– responsible for maintaining com-
munications between the Operations Room and the agents in the field.

RON—Duty Operations Officer, responsible for monitoring the status and importance of all incoming intelligence, 
both from foreign stations and other sources.

KATE—Personal Assistant to Paul Crocker, termed P.A. to D.Ops. Possibly the hardest and most important job in 
the Service.

ANGELA CHANG—CIA Station Chief in London. Has an unofficial intelligence-sharing arrangement with Crocker.

SIMON RAYBURN—Director of Intelligence for S.I.S. (D. Int), essentially Crocker’s opposite number. Respon-
sible for the evaluation, interpretation, and dissemination of all acquired intelligence.

DAVID KINNY—Crocker’s opposite number at M.I.5, also called the Security Services, with jurisdiction primarily 
confined to within the U.K.
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BEHIND THE SCENESBEHIND THE SCENESBEHIND THE SCENES

QUEEN & COUNTRY™

The following pages contain samples of some of Steve Rolston’s development process, taking the 
characters from sketches to fi nal designs, as well as looking at the layout/pencilling process.
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Steve’s fi rst sketches... 

332



Original designs for Wallace, the Minder who most drastically changed by his fi nal version
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This is an example of how Steve roughed out his pages at a smaller size before he started pencilling 
them.  Figuring out the angles and positioning at this stage allowed him to make changes before start-
ing the detailed work.
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Cartoons done in response to stuffy critics demanding a more “realistic” style on Queen & Country.

Sketch by Bryan O’Malley.

Cartoon by Steve Rolston.

Cartoon by J. Bone.

336



Artist Leandro Fernandez did extensive preparatory work for his tour of duty on Queen & Country. The mate-
rial is seen here for the fi rst time, and ranges from character sketches and cover designs to a look at his 
pencilled pages.

PRODUCTION GALLERY
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Leandro’s cover roughs show not only a work in progress, but an assured designer’s eye that knew exactly 
want it wanted to see. 
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A look at how Leandro maps out his pages.
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Note in this sequence from Operation: Crystal Ball how the blacks are planned for early on, but left open 
until the inking.
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Planning for a quiet scene requires just as much planning as a complicated action scene. All the characters 
must be placed properly and the panels designed in such a way to create the illusion of movement, even if 
the characters are just standing around talking.
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A selection of Leandro’s development sketches for the original Operation: Crystal Ball trade 
paperback cover.
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(Right) Behind Leandro and 
Greg is Greg’s wife, Jen Van 
Meter (Hopeless Savages), 
and she’s speaking to Judd 
Winick (Pedro & Me) and his 
wife, Pam Ling. 

Photos taken at San Diego Comic 
Con International in 2002, just a 
couple months after the serializa-
tion of Crystal Ball began. It is also 
the convention where Greg Rucka 
and Steve Rolston won their Eisner 
Award for Queen & Country as Best 
New Series. 

(Left) Leandro is flanked by writer 
Ivan Brandon on the left and one 
of Queen & Country’s editors, 
James Lucas Jones, on the right. 
You decide which one has already 
had too many.
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GREG RUCKA was born in San Francisco and raised on the Central Coast of California, in what is commonly re-
ferred to as “Steinbeck Country.” He began his writing career in earnest at the age of 10 by winning a county-wide 
short-story contest, and hasn’t let up since. He graduated from Vassar College with an A.B. in English, and from the 
University of Southern California’s Master of Professional Writing program with an M.F.A.

He is the author of nearly a dozen novels, six featuring bodyguard Atticus Kodiak, and two featuring Tara Chace, 
the protagonist of his Queen & Country series. Additionally, he has penned several short-stories, countless comics, 
and the occasional non-fiction essay. In comics, he has had the opportunity to write stories featuring some of the 
world’s best-known characters—Superman, Batman, and Wonder Woman—as well as penning several creator-
owned properties himself, such as Whiteout and Queen & Country, both published by Oni Press. His work has been 
optioned several times over with Whiteout, starring Kate Beckinsale, being the first to actually be made. His servers 
are also in high demand in a variety of creative fields as a story-doctor and creative consultant. 

Greg resides in Portland, Oregon, with his wife, author Jennifer Van Meter, and his two children. He thinks the big-
gest problem with the world is that people aren’t paying enough attention. 
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STEVE ROLSTON—Steve Rolston is best known as the premiere artist on Greg Rucka’s Eisner Award winning 
spy series Queen & Country. Since then he has illustrated Pounded, Jingle Belle, Mek, Tales of the TMNT, The 
Escapists and a forthcoming DeGrassi graphic novel. With both his artist and writer hats on, he created the 
cartoony Jack Spade & Tony Two-Fist and the “slacker noir” graphic novel One Bad Day.

Steve lives in Vancouver, Canada.

BRIAN HURTT burst onto the comic scene with the second arc in Greg Rucka’s critically acclaimed series Queen 
& Country. He’s not put his pencil down since, lending his illustration skills to the Queen & Country spin-off Declassi-
fied, Skinwalker, DC’s critically acclaimed Gotham Central, as well as the DC series Hard Time. In 2006 he launched 
a new creator-owned series with writer Cullen Bunn. Titled The Damned, the series saw Brian pencil, ink, tone, and 
letter a book for the first time ever. 

He resides just outside of St. Louis in a room covered in black ink.
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LEANDRO FERNANDEZ is one of the most versatile and dedicated artist working comics. After taking the industry 
by storm with his controversial work on Queen & Country, he ended up at Marvel Comics and has since worked with 
some of their most well known characters—including both Wolverine (where he collaborated once again with Q&C 
scribe Greg Rucka) and Spider-Man. He is perhaps best known as the artist of some of Garth Ennis’ most powerful 
Punisher stories. 

Leandro’s work can currently be seen gracing the pages of comics at both Marvel and DC.

BRYAN LEE O’MALLEY—is an award-winning Canadian cartoonist.

His current work (2004 to present) is the Scott Pilgrim series, published by Oni Press. His previous efforts include 
the graphic novel Lost at Sea and artwork for the Hopeless Savages miniseries Ground Zero.

He occasionally records music under the name Kupek. 
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CHRISTIN NORRIE has worked extensively as an artist since 2000. Her primary work is in comic book illustration, 
which skills have led to projects creating concept art, storyboards, and book covers. 

Her most noted works include her original graphic novel Cheat , the Oni Press series Hopeless Savages, and the 
newly released graphic novel Breaking Up published in 2007 by Scholastic/Graphix. 

Dubbed “a natural storyteller” by Publisher’s Weekly, Norrie has earned two Eisner nominations, A Russ Manning  
Promising Newcomer Nomination, and a 9th Panel and New York City Comic Book Museum Award. 

She works and lives in New York City.

362





AVAILABLE AT FINER COMIC SHOPS EVERYWHERE. FOR A COMICS STORE NEAR 
YOU, CALL 1-888-COMIC-BOOK OR VISIT WWW.COMICSHOPS.US.

WHITEOUT, VOL 1: THE DEFINITIVE EDITION
written by Greg Rucka; illustrated by Steve Lieber

128 pages • 6"x9" trade paperback
ISBN-13 978-1-932664-70-6 • $13.99 US

OTHER BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM 
GREG RUCKA AND ONI PRESS…

WHITEOUT, VOL. 2: MELT: THE DEFINITIVE EDITION
written by Greg Rucka; illustrated by Steve Lieber

112 pages • 6"x9" trade paperback
ISBN-13 978-1-932664-71-3 • $13.99 US



QUEEN & COUNTRY, VOL. 2:
THE DEFINITIVE EDITION

written by Greg Rucka; illustrated by Jason Alexander,
Carla Speed McNeil, & Mike Hawthorne

344 pages • 6"x9" trade paperback
ISBN 978-1-932664-89-8 • $19.99 US

QUEEN & COUNTRY, VOL. 3:
THE DEFINITIVE EDITION

written by Greg Rucka; illustrated by Steve Rolston,
Mike Norton & Chris Samnee

408 pages • 6"x9" trade paperback
ISBN 978-1-932664-96-6 • $19.99 US

QUEEN & COUNTRY, VOL. 4:
THE DEFINITIVE EDITION

written by Greg Rucka & Antony Johnston;
illustrated by Brian Hurtt, Rick Burchett,

& Christopher Mitten
296 pages • 6"x9" trade paperback

ISBN 978-1-934964-13-2 • $19.99 US

www.onipress.com

AVAILABLE NOW IN FINER
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